htto://stores.ebay .com/Ancestty: Bound 


http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found 


ALLEN COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
vay on a PTT BI Ww 
hay | | ‘ 

Wi 1} 
| | f Wy A! 


http://stores.ebayéorHAricestry-Found 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2010 with funding from 
Allen County Public Library Genealogy Center 


http://www. archive.org/details/historyofchristiO0Qgoud 


ViSTOR ,, 


OE 


CHRISTIAN COUNTY, 


ESC IONS iiss 


| 
el 


« 


ani 


hal 
oy” 


All ith 4 Mstrations . 


PaaS Gdn a oO Ds S CANCE. 


AND 


Hingraphical Nkelches af same of its flrowineu! Hen nity flinnecrs. 


PASSE UES sy) \G 
BRASS. STcLONw Ol Ga © C®)., 
PHILADELPHIA. 


CORRESPONDING OFFICE. EDWARDSVILLE, ILL. 


1880. 3 


—- — _—- 7a 


a3 


CHACHA HEAT ANEDAC DaCDaC Mac Mae MaGMacr’y 


1198173 


Tes 


aed ea 


E are pleased to make acknowledgment to those 


who have so generously asststed us, i varlous 


curys, in our efforts to collect reliable data jor 
the compilation of this history. Fspecially are we in- 
adebled to the late Dr. Calvin Goidy for valuable manu- 
scripts of the early settlements, incidents and fustory 
of this county, purchased by us from his widow, Ars. 
Goudy, In many Places, we have used his language ; 
and in others, added much to the original copy. We 
noukd also tender thanks for the valuable assistance ren- 
dered by Fudge HM. landeveer, Alexander Mathers, 
Elder A. D. Northcott, Fudge Wma. S. rink, Hon. 
eladrew Simpson, Hon. Fohn B. Ricks, fon, WV, 


Anderson, Dr. H. C. Chapman, F LE Southwick, 
Joseph cl, Whitecraft, Capt, Fesse Hanon, FC. 


Whitecraft, Leason Adans, Wm. Fo Gore, Col. F A. 
Hayward, FC. WMcOuigg, HN. Schuyler, Daniel 
De Camp, Noyes PB. Chapman, Fames Ferguson, Robert 
al, Haslett, Capt, R. IV. Covington, Wm. B, Hall, 
E. 7, Leigh, Alfred Boyd, Fudge F. H. Dawdy, 
Mal Davis, Tsaac QO. birden, Fohu A, Taslett, F. 
Mo Minnis, R. P. Langley, Fames M, Campbell, and 
F WS. Attehell. We also destre to return thanks to 
Charles Whitmer, County Clerk; Fostah Al, Fill, 
Cireutt Clerk; and to Rk. WY Orr, County Superin- 
tendent of Schools, for his able article on the common 
schools. From the press we have received that aid 
which members of the profession so cheerfully render 
to one another, To the clergymen of the variwus de- 


nominations, whose articles appear in this work, we 


express our thanks for information given relative to 
the history of thetr churches. 

Owing to the imperfect records at the county-seat. 
weare unable to give a conplete list of the township 
officers, but we have done the best possible under 
eristing circuiistances. 

He have confined ourselves, as nearly as possible, 
The public are 
aware of the difficulty attending the compilation of a 


lo the original materials furnished, 


work of this character,—a difficulty arising not so 
much from a lack of matertal, as from the great 
guantly of tt—and the care necessary in making a 
proper selection, The material has been classified as 
carefully as possible, and will, we are assured, be a 
ereat help to the public, as a book of reference, con- 
cerning the past of the county,—us geography. its 
resources, tts topography, and all subjects connected 
AM we ask ws, that 
tt be made tm the spirit of charity. If our patrons 
will take into account all the difficulties to be over- 


wth it. We expect criticism. 


come, the tmpossibility of harmonizing various me- 
mortes, of reconciling diverse dates, and accurately lo- 
calizing events that are attributed to different dis- 
tricts, we feel assured the verdict will be a favorable 
one. 

He present the work to the public, trusting that 
they will approve our labors and give the volume a 


generous recepl TON, 
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EW? studies are more interesting and profitable to 
mankind than that of the past experiences, deeds, 


thoughts and trials of the human race. 


The eivilize] man and the untutored savage alike 
desire to know the deeds and lives of their ancestors, and -trive 
to perpetuate their story, National patriotism and literary 
pride have prompted many, in all times, to write and preserye 
the annals of particular peoples, but narrow prejudice and 
selfish interests too often haye availed to suppress the truth or to 
distort facts. 

Tt is the aim of this work to collect and preserve in enduring 
and popular form some of the faets of the early settlement and 
subsequent growth of a great county of a grand State. The 
families whose aneestors were early on the ground, and whose 
members have made the eounty what it is, are worthy of remem- 
branee ; and their ditheulties and sorrows, customs, labors and 
patriotism, should not be allowed to fall into oblivion. By a 
knowledge of these the present generation will be instructed, and 
the future will be guided. 

All history, if properly written, is interesting ; and there is not 
a country, or a city, or a hamlet,—nay, we might say, not a 
family or an individual on the globe,—whose history might not 
be more or less valuable to posterity. 

From the ancient days, away back in the dim and shadowy 
past, when the human race first arrived at a state of intelligence 
sufficient to enable them to transmit a traditionary or written 
aecount of themselves, all along down the teeming ages, our pro- 
-genitors have left in various ways, and by different means, intor- 
mation, more or less mythical, of’ the age and generation in which 
they played their ephemeral part on the world’s ever-changing 
theatre of action. It is graven in bronze on the wonderful works 
of the eentral nations of Africa, around those “ dim fountains 
of the Nile; the gray old pyramids in the valley of * feenty 
thousand cities” are covered with the hierog]lyphical language of 
the “shadowy past.” The vast and mighty © palaces and_ piles 


stupendous,” heary with the dust of unknown centuries, that 


bewilder the traveler ‘mid Egypt's drifting sands, upon the 


plains of the Euphrates, and hidden away in the tiger-hunted 


jungles of the “farthest Ind: the gigantic ruins of Southern and 


Central Ameriea, under the snow-capped Cordilleras and among 
the wondrous forests of Yueatan; the seamed and wrinkJed 
pyramids of the Aztees, in Mexieo and California, and the ten 
thousand crumbling evidences of a powerful civilization scattered 
throughout the great valley of the Mississippi, all bear testimony 
of countless attempts to transmit knowledge to posterity. 

The written history of the American Continent dates baek 
searcely four centuries, yet within that comparatively short 
period its pages have garnered froin her hills and mountains, 
from her grand rivers and inighty inland seas, valuable additions 
to the world’s -toek of knowledge. 

Like the Eastern Continent, our own has its historic points,— 
its nuclei around which cluster the memories of heroic deeds, the 
story of martyrs, and the legends of a barbarou~ past. St. Au- 
gustine, Jamestown, Plymouth Rock, Quebec, Montreal, Boston, 
New York. Philadelphia and Detroit, are localities about whieh 
gather volumes of history. 

The advance of civilization on the North American Continent 
has been more rapid than in auy other portion of the globe ; and, 
within the memory of living men, the tairest and richest portions 
have been wrested trom the dominion of the wilderness and the 
savave, aud changed inte a highly-cultivated region, filled with 
a race of industrious and thriving people. Prominent among 
the localities rieh in historic lore is the region around the Mis- 
sissippi river. Ttearly claimed the attention of two of the most 
powerful nations of Europe, whose pioneers and arant courters 
were boldly pushing into the then unknown countries lying 
towards the “Great South sea,’ cagerly looking tor gold) and 
preeious stones, for fabled Eldoradas, and tertile lands. 

Dim traditions, fragmentary legends, stories of bloody wartare, 
of disaster and defeat; essays, letters, and public documents, all 
hearing more or Jess upon the history of the county. have been 


sareltlly examined, 
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To caileet and arrange in one volume these various fragments, 
this abundant material, and to give the cream of all the best 
authors who have treated the subject, together with all addin! 
information it was possible te obtain, and present it in readable 
form, has heen the object of the publishers off the present 
work, 

We know, tull well, the task is net a light one: the contem- 
plated work is by no means a holiday frolic. Tard, steady, 
elese application and untiring energy are necessary to aceuti- 
plish it, and we have approached the subject with the greatest 
dithdenee, not unmindtnl of our shorteomings, yet, at the same 
time, fully determined to do our best. and trust a generous and 
discriminating public to do us justice. hoping and believing that 
our labors shall not have been wholly in vain. 

The utmost pains have heen taken to read theroughly and eom- 
pare carefully the various writers, and to sift out and reconeile 
discrepancies, for historians not unfrequently disagree upon minor 
points. The work of reading and comparing has been noe ordinary 
one, and the difficulty has net heen so much in eollecting as in 
making a judicious and truthful use of the abundant material at 
hand. 

The traditions of the Indians, as given by Heekewcelder and 
others, have been quoted quite extensively, and as an important 
fhetor in the sum total of knowledee concerning this region ; and 
the carly discoveries of Marquette, La Salle, Hennepin and other 
French adventurers in the valley of the Mississippi and the basin 
of the great lakes of the Northwest, have also demanded a large 
share of attention, as preliminary to the troubles which grew out 
of the conflicting claims of the French and Mnglish crowns, 
resulting ina contest for supremacy, and in which vet only all 
the contiguous region, but the entire Freneh and Enelish posses- 
sions in America, a large share of Europe, and immense recions 
in Asia and the islands of the sea, were interested and = in- 
volved, 

Another objeet tu be gained by this work, is to bring to the 
notice of the people the immense resources which a bountiful 
Providence bas bestowed upon them, and whieh it becomes. not 
tlow little 
is now known of these treasures, and how greatly profitable such 
Our 


fertile soils, our noble timber trees, our venial elimate, our inex- 


locrely a privilege to use, but a duty to improve. 
information may be, needs only a thought te comprehend. 


haustible mineral treasures, and our easy facilities for commerce 


are, in a great degree, unknown even to our own population. 


This volume sveks to develop an appreciation of them, and to 
stimulate a desire to improve and extend them. 

Then, local customs, old family traits and aneedotes are so rich 
in interest wiudso full of instruction to the young, that they ought. 
never to be forgotten. These, so many as time and diligence 
could gather, are bere recorded, and will be fonnd to form no un- 
impertant or uninstructive portion of this volume. 

Amone the most influential agencies in building a nation, and 
in establishing a character tor its people, are the efforts of its 
eltizens to edneate their children and to provide for social reli- 
ious worship. These two interests will, therefore, show most ae- 
curately the tastes, the habits and aspirations of a community. 
Hence they have been inade prominent in the ensuing narra- 
tive, and it is confidently hoped that they will not only interest 
readers, hut will be studied and appreciated. 

The work will be found embellished with yiews of public and 
private property, In various parts of the county, and with por- 
traits and biographies of many of the prominent men of the past 
and present. 

The chapter on the early history of the State will be found 
interesting and instructive. 

The Constitution of the United States and of this State, and a 
roster of the soldiers of the late war, have been inserted with a 
view to make the work nore ereditable, alike to the publishers 
and people of the eounty. 

The work may be incomplete in some particulars. Nor indeed 
is it possible for it to he otherwise; but we hope so far as it 
goes it is truthful and accurate. 

We trust, however, that it will be the means of preserving 
from the enip/re of decay a host of incidents, of reeollections, and 
of anecdotes, relating to the hardy pioneers and first settlers of 
the county, which, in the estimation of the historian and student 
of history, are of priceless value, but which otherwise would »oon 
fade trom the memories of the living. 

Whether this has been well done is not fur us to say, A gen- 
erous and intelligent public must decide. [t is not permitted 
any man to attain perfection. Its region hes beyond our reaeh. 
We feel, however, in submitting this work to the inspection of 
the patrons, whose publie spirit made possible its preparation, 
that satisfaction which results from a eonseiousness of faithful 
cudeavor and an caruest desire to fulfil the expectations of all. 

Our work is aecomplished, and its. result is submitted to 


your favorable inspection. 
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A BRIEF SKETCH OF THE NORTH-WEST TERRITORY. 


GEOGRAPHICAL POLITION. 


N 1784 the North-western Territory was ceded to the 
United States by Virginia. It emhraced only the 
territory lying between the Ohio and Mississipi rivers, 
aud north, to the northern limits of the United States. 

It coincided with the area now embraced in the states of Wiscon- 
sin, Illinois, Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, and that portion of Min- 
nesota lying ou the east side of the Mississippi river. On the 
first day of March, 1784, Thomas Jefferson, Samucl Hardy, 
Arthur Lee, and James Monroe, delegates in Congress on the 
part of Virginia, exccuted a deed of cession, by which they 
transferred to the United States, on certain conditions, all right, 
title and claim of Virginia to the country known as the North- 
western Territory. But by the purebase of Louisiana in 1505, 
the westeru boundary of the United States was extended to the 
Roeky Mountains and the Northern Pacifie Ocean. It includes 
an arca of 1,887,850 square miles, being greater than the united 
arcas of the Middle and Southern states, ineludiug Texas. Out 
of this magnificent territory have been erected eleven sovereign 
states and eight territories, with an aggregate population at the 
present time of 13,000,000 inhahitauts, or nearly one-third of the 
entire population of the United States. 

Its rivers are the largest on the continent, flowing thousands 
of miles through its rich alluvial valleys and broad, fertile 
prairies. 

Its lakes are fresh-water seas, upon whose bosom floats the 
commerce of many states. Its far-stretehing prairies have more 
acres that are arable and productive than any other area of like 
extent on the globe. 

For the last quarter of a century the increase of population 
and wealth in the north-west has been about as three to one in 
any other portion of the United States. 


EARLY 
In the year 1512, on Easter Sunday, the Spanish name for 


EXPLORATIONS. 


which is Pascua Florida,* Juan Ponce de Leon, an old comrade 
of Columbus, discovered the coast of the American continent, 
near St. Augustine, and in honor of the day and of the blossoms 
which covered the trees along the shore, named the new-found 
country Florida. Juan had been led to undertake the discovery 
of strange lands partly by the hope of finding endless stores of 
gold, and partly by the wish to reach a fountain that was said 
to exist deep within the forests of North America, which pos- 
sessed the power of renovating the life of those who drank of 
or hathed in its waters. He was made governor of the region 
he had visited, but circumstances prevented his return thither 
until 1521; and then he went only to mect death at the hands 
of the Indians. 

In the meantime, in 1516, a Spanish sea-captain, Diego Mi- 
ruelo, had visited the coast first reached by Ponce de Leon, and 
in his barters with the natives had reecived considerable quan- 
tities of gold, with which he returned home and spread abroad 
new stories of the wealth hidden in the interior. 

Ten years, however, passed before Pumphilo de Narvaez un- 
dertook to prosecute the examination of the lands north of the 
Gulf of Mexico. Narvaez was excited to action by the late 
astonishing suceess of the conqueror of Montezuma, but he 
found the gold for which he sought constantly flying before him; 
each tribe of Indians referred him to those living farther in the 
interior, And from tribe to tribe he and his companions wau- 
dered. They suffered untold privations in the swamps and 
forests; and out of three bundred followers only four or tive at 
length reached Mexico. And still these disappointed wanderers 
persisted in their original faney, that Florida was as wealthy as 
Mexico or Peru. 

Among those who had faith in that report was Ferdinand de 
Soto, who had been with Pizarro in the conquests of Pern. THe 
asked and obtained leave of the King of Spain to conquer 
Florida at his own cost. It was given in the year 1938. With 
a brilliant and noble band of followers he left Europe, and in 
May, 1558, after a stay in Cuba, anchored his vessels near the 


*Pasena, the old English “ Pash" ur Passover; “Pascua Florida ® ia the “ Hely- 
day of Flowera.” 
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eoast of the Peninsula of Florida, in the bay of Spiritu Santa, 
or Tampa bay. 

D. Soto entered upon his march inte the interior with a deter- 
mination to succeed. From June till November of 1959, the 
Spaniards tuiled along until they reached the ucighborhood of 
Appalachee bay. During the next season, 1540, they followed 
the course suzeested by the Florida Indians, who wished them 
out of their country, and going to the north-cast, crossed the 
De Soto was a 
stern, severe man, and none dared to murmur. De Soto passed 
the winter with his little band near the Yazoo. Ja April, 1541, 
the resolute Spaniard set forward, and upon the first of May 
reached the banks of the great river of the West, not far from 
the 35th parallel of Jatitude.* 

A month was spent in preparing barges to conyey the horses, 
Tiaving 
successfully passed it, the explorers pursued their way north- 
ward, into the neighborhood of New Madrid; then turning 
westward again, marehed more than two hundred miles from the 
Mississippi to the highlands of White river; and still no gold, 
no gems, no cities—only bare prairies, and tangled forests, and 


rivers aml climbed the mountains of Creorgia. 


many of which still lived, aeross the rapid stream. 


To the south again they toiled on, and passed 
Tn the fol- 
lowing spring (1542), De Soto, weary with hope long deferred, 
descended the Washita to its junction with the Mississippi. Ile 
heard, when he reached the mighty stream of the west, that its 


deep morasses. 
their third winter of wandering upon the Washita. 


lower portion flowed through endless and uninhabitable swamps. 

The news sank deep into the stout heart of the disappointed 
warrior. TFis health yielded to the contests of his mind and the 
influcnee of the climate. He appointed a suceessor, and on the 
21st of May died. Tlis body was sunk in the stream of the Mis- 
sixsippi. Deprived of their energetie leader, the Spaniards 
determined to try to reach Mexico by land. 
spent in wandering through the forests, despairing of success in 
the attempt to rescue themselves hy land, they proeeeded to pre- 
pare such vessels as they could to take them to sca. From 
January to July, 1543, the weak, sickly hand of gold-scckers 
labored at the doleful task, and in July reached, in the vessels 
thus built, the Gulf of Mexico, and by September entered the 
river Paunco. One-half of the six hundred + who had disem- 
barked with De Soto, so gay in steel and silk, left their bones 
es of the South, from 


After some time 


among the mountains and in the mor 


Georgia to Arkansas 

De Soto founded no settlements, produced no results, and left 
no traces, unless it were that he awakened the hostility of the 
red man against the white man, and disheartened such as might 
desire to follow up the earcer of discovery for better purposes. 
The Freneh nation were eager and ready to seize upon any news 
trom this extensive domain, and were the first to profit hy De 
Soto's defeat. As it was, for more than a century after the 
expedition, the west remained utterly unknown to the whites. 

The French were the first Europeans to make settlements on 
the St. Lawrence river and along the great lakes. Quebee was 
founded by Sir Samuel Champlain in 1608, and in 1609, when 
Sir Wenry Hudson was exploring the noble river which bears 


* De Soto probably was at the lower Chickasaw binffs. The Spaniards called the 
Mossisippr Rio Grande, Great River, which i+ the literal meaning of the aboriginal 
bute 
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his name, Champlain asecnded the Sorelle river, and discovered, 
embosomed between the Green mountains, or ‘ Verdmont,” as 
the chivalrous and poctie Frenchman catled them, and the Adi- 
rondacks, the beantiful sheet of water to Which his name is 
Tn 1615 he founded Montreal. 

During the perivd elapsing between the years 1607 and 1664, 
the English, Dutch, aod Swedes alternately held possession of 
portions of the Atlantic coast, jealously watching one another, 
and often involved iu bitter controversy, and not seldom in open 
battle, until, in the latter year, the English bceame the sole 
rulers, and iuaintained their rights until the era of the Revolu- 
tion, when they in turn were compelled to yield to the growing 
power of their colonies, and retire from the field. 

The French movements, from the first settlement at Quebce, 
and thence westward, were Jed by the Catholic iissionarivs. Le 
Caron, a Francisean friar, who had been the companion and 
friend of Champlain, was the first to penetrate the western wilds, 
which he did in 16£6* in a birch eanve, exploring Lake Huron 
and its tributaries. 


indissolubly attached. 


This was jour years before the Pilgrims 
“Moore. their bark on the wild New-England shore." 


Under the patronage of Louis XILL, the Jesuits took the ad- 
vanee, and began vigorously the work of Chrictianizing the 
savages in 1652, 

In 1634, three Jesuit missionaries, Brébeuf, Danicl, and Lal- 
lemand, planted a mission on the shores of the lake of the 
Iroquois (probably the modern Lake Simeoe), and also esta- 
blished others along the eastern border of Lake Huron. 

From a map published in 1660, it would appear that the 
French had, at that date, become qnite familiar with the region 
from Niagara to the head of Lake Superior, ineluding consider- 
able portions of Lake Michigan. 

In 1641, Fathers Jozues and Naymbault embarked on the Pene- 
tanguishine Bay for the Sault St. Marie, where they arrived 
aftcr a passage of scyertcen days, -A crowd cf two thousand 
natives met them, and a great council was held, At this meet- 
inz the French first heard of many nations dwelling beyond the 
great lakes. 

Father Raymbault died in the wilderness in 1642, while 
enthusiastically pursuing his discoveries, The same year, Jogues 
and Bressant were captured by the Indians and tortured, and in 
1648 the mission which had been founded at St. Joseph was 
taken and destroyed, and Father Danicl slain. In 1649, the 
missions St. Louis and St. Ignatius were also destroyed, and 
Fathers Brébeuf and Lallemand barbarously tortured by the 
same terrible and unrelenting enemy. Literally did those 
zealous missionaries of the Romish Church “take their lives in 
their hands,” and Jay them a willing sacrifice on the altar of 
their faith. 

It is stated by some writer that, in 1654, two fur-traders ac- 
companied a band of Oftaees on a journey of five bundred 
leagues to the west. They were absent two years, and on their 
return brought with them fifty canoes and two hundred and filty 
Tndians to the French trading posts. 

They related wonderful tales of the countries they had seen, 
and the yarious red nations they had visited, and described the 
lofty mountains and mighty rivers in glowing terms, A new 


*Westera Aonals. 
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impulse was given to the spirit of adventnre, and scouts and 
traders swarmed the frontiers and explored the great lakes and 
adjacent country, and a party wintered in 1659-60 on the south 
shore of Lake Superior. 

In 1669 Yather Mesnard was sent out by the Bishop of 
Quebec, and visited Lake Superior in October of that year. 
While crossing the Neeweenaw Point he was lo-t in the wilder- 
ness and never afterwards heard from, though his cassoek and 
breviary were fonnd long afterwards among the Siour. 

A change was made in the government of New France in 
1665, The Company of the Ilundred Associates, who had ruled 
it since 1632, resigued its charter. Tracey was made Viceroy, 
Courcelles Governor, and Talon Intendent.* This was ealled 
the Government of the West Indies. 

The Jesnit missions were taken under the care of the new goy- 
ernment, and thencetorward became the leaders in the movement 
to Christianize the savages. 

In the same year (1665) Pierre Claude Allotiez was sent out 
hy way of the Ottawa river to the far west, via the Sault St. 
Marie and the south shore of Lake Superior, where he landed at 
the bay of Chegoimegon. Here he found the chict village of 
the Chippewas, and established a mission. 
alliance with them and the Sves, Fores and Illinvis,+ against 
the formidable Jroquo’s. Allotiez, the next year (1666) visited 
the western end of the great lake, where he met the Stowr, and 
from them first learned of the Mississippi river, which they 
ealled “ Messipi.” From thence he returned to Quebec. 

In 1668 Claude Dablon and Jaeques Marquette established 
the mission at the Sault called St. Marie, and during the next 
five years Alloticz, Dablon and Marquette explored the region 
of Lake Superior on the south shore, and extending to Lake 
Michigan. They also established the missions of Chegoimegon, 
St. Maric, Mackinaw and Green Bay. 

The plan of exploring the Mississippi probably originated with 
Marquette. It was at once sanctioned by the Intendent, Talon, 
who was ambitious to extend the dominion of France over the 
whole West. 

In 1670 Nicholas Perot was sent to the West to propose a 
congress of all the nations and tribes living in the vicinity of the 
Jakes; and, in 1671, a great couneil was held at Sault St. Maric, 
at which the Cross was set up, and the nations of the great 
North-west were taken into an alliance, with mueh pomp and 
ceremony. 

On the [3th of May, 1673, Marquette, Joliet, and five royageurs, 
embarked in two birch canoes at Mackinaw and entered Lake 
Michigan. The first nation they visited was the “ Folles-Avoines,” 
or nation of Wild Oats, since known as the Menomonies, living 
around the “ Baie des Puans,’’ or Green Bay. These people, 
with whom Marquette was somewhat acquainted, endeavored to 
persuade the adventurers from visiting the Mississippi. They 
represented the Indians on the great river as being blood-thirsty 
and savage in the extreme, and the river itself as being in- 
habited by monsters which would devour them and their canoes 
together. 


He also made an 


* The duties of Intendent included a supervision of the policy. justice, and finance 
of the province. 

+The meaning of this word is said to he “ Men.” 

tSee legend of the great hird, the terrible '* Piasa,” that devoured men, and was 
only overcome hy the sacrifice of a brave youne chief. The rocks abore Alton, Illin- 
ois, have some rude representations of this munster. 
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Marquette thanked them for their adviee, but declined to be 
guided by it. Passing through Green Bay, they ascended the 
Fox River, dragging their canoes over the strong rapids, and 
visited the village, where they found living in harmony together 
tribes of the Miumis, Mascoutens* and Nikubeax, or Kickapoos. 
Leaving this point on the 10th of June, they made the portage 
to the “ Ouésconsin,” and deseended that strerm to the Missis- 
sippi, which they entered on the 17th with a joy, as Marquette 
savs, which he could not express.’ 

Sailmg down the Mississippi, the party reached the Des 
Moines River, and, according to some, visited an Indian village 
some two leagues up the stream. Tere the people again tried to 
persuade them from proseeuting their voyage down the river. 
After a great feast and a danee, and a night passed with this 
hospitable people, they preceeded on their way, escorted by six 
hundred persons to their eanves. These people called themselves 
Tilinots, or IMiat. The name of their tribe was Perucea, and 
their language a dhaleet of the Algonquin. 

Leaving these savages, they proceeded down the river. Pass- 
ing the wonderful rocks, which still exeite the admiration of the 
traveler, they arrived at the mouth of another great river, the 
Pekitanon?, or Missouri of the present day. They noticed the 
condition of its waters, which they deseribed as “ muddy, rush- 
ing and noisy.” 

Passing a great roek,{ they came to the Ouabouskigon, or 
Ohio. Marquette shows this riyer very small, even as compared 
with the Z7/fots. From the Ohio they passed as far down as the 
zlkamsea, or Arkansas, where they came very near being de- 
stroyed by the natives ; but they finally pacified them, and, on 
the 17th of July, they ecmmenccd their return voyage. 

The party reached Green Bay in September withont loss or 
injury, and reported their discoveries, which were among the 
most important of that age. Marquette afterwards returned to 
Illinois, and preached to the natives until 1675. 

On the 18th of May of that year, while eruising up the eastern 
coast of Lake Michigan with a party of boatmen, he landed at 
the mouth of a stream putting into the Inke from the east, since 
known as the river Marquette. IIe performed mass, and went a 
little apart to pray, and being gone longer than his companions 
deemed necessary, they went in search of him, and found him 
dead where he had knelt. They buried him in the sand. 

While this distinguished adventurer was pursuing his labors, 
two other men were preparing to follow in his footsteps, and 
make still further explorations, and, if possible, more important 
discoveries. These were the Chevalier Robert de la Salle and 
Louis Hennepin. 

La Salle was a native of Rouen, in Normandy. He was edn- 
cated at aseminary of the Jesuits, and designed for the ministry, 
but, for reasons unknown, he Jeft the seminary and eame to 
Canada, in 1667, where he engaged in the fur trade. 

Like nearly every intelligent man, he beeame intensely inte- 
rested in the new diseoveries of the West, and conceived the idea 
of exploring the passage to the great South Sea, which by many 
was believed to exist. Ile made known his ideas to the Govern- 
or-General, Count Frontenac, and desired his co-operation. The 
Governor at once fell in with his views, which were strength- 
ened by the reports brought back by Marquette and Joliet, and 
t The grand tower. 


~ Prairie Indians. + Marqnetle’- journal. 


& 


ailyised La Salle to apply to the King of France in person, and 
gave him letters of iutroduction ty the great Colbert, then Min- 
ister of Finance and Marine. Accordingly, in 1675, he returned 
to Franee, where he was warmly received by the IXing and 
nobility, and his ideas were at once listened to, and every pussi- 
ble favor shown to him. 

Ife was made a Chevalier, and investe] with the seigniory of 
Fort Cataroeouy, or Frontenac (now known as Kingston), apon 
condition that he would rebuild it, as he proposed, of stone. 

Returning to Cauada, he wrought diligently apon the fort 
antil 1677, when he again visitel France to report progress. 
Ife was reeeivel, as before, with favor, aud, at the instance of 
Colbert and his son, the King yranted him new letters patent 
and new privileges. Oa the 14th of July, 1678, he sailed from 
Rochelle, accompanie 1 by thirty men, and with Tonti, au Italian, 
for his lieutenant. They arrived at Quebec on the 13th of Sep- 
tember, and after a few days’ delay, proceeded to Frontenac. 
Father Lewis Hennepin, a Franciscan friar, of the Recollet sect, 
was quietly working in Canada on La Salle’sarrival. He was a 
man of great ambition, and much interested in the discoveries of 
the day. He was appointed by his religious superivrs to accom- 
pany the expedition fitting out for La Salle. 

Sending agents forward to prepare the Indians for his eoniing, 
and to open trade with them, La Salle himself embarked, on the 
18th of November, in a little brigantine of ten tons, to cross 
Lake Oatario. This was the first ship of European build that 
ever sailed upon this fresh-watersea. Contrary winds made the 
voyage long ant troublesome, and a month was consumed in 
beating up the lake to the Niagara River. Near the mouth of 
this river the Zroquois had a village, and here La Salle con- 
structed the first fortification, which afterwards grew into the 
famous Fort Niagara. Oa the 26th of January, 1679, the keel 
of the first vessel built on Lake Erie was laid at the mouth of 
the Cayuga Creek, onthe American side, about six miles above 
the falls. 

In the meantime La Salle had returned to Tort Frontenac to 
forward supplies for his furtheoming vessel. The little barque 
on Lake Ontario was wrecked by carelessness, and a large 
amount of the supplies she earried was lost. On the 7th of Au- 
gust, the new vessel was launched, and made ready to snil. She 
was about seventy tons’ burden. 

[ua Salle christene] his vessel the “ Griffin,” in honor of the 
arms of Count Frontenac. Passing across Lake Erie, and into 
the small lake, whieh they named St. Clair, they entered the 
broad waters of Lake Iluron. Here they encountered heavy 
storm:, as drealful as those apon the ocean, and after a most 
tempestuous passage they took refage in the roadsteal of Meh illi- 
mackiwee (Mackinaw), on the 27th of August. La Salle remained 
at this point until the middle of September, basy in founding a 
fort and constructing a trading-house, when he went forward 
upon the deep waters of Lake Michigan, and soon after east 
anchor in Green Bay. Finding here a large quantity of furs and 
peltries, he determined to load his vessel and send her back to 
Niagara. On the 18th of September, she was sent under eharze 
of a pilot, while La Salle himself, with fourteen men,* proceeded 
up Lake Michigan, leisurely examining its shores and noting 
everything of interest. Tonti, who had been sent to look after 
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stragglers, was to join him at the head of the lake. From the 
19th of September tothe Ist of November, the time was occupied 
in the voyage up this inland sea. On the last-named day, La 
Salle arrived at the mouth of the river Méamis, now St. Joseph. 
Ilere he constructed a fort, and remained nearly a month waits 
ing for tidings of his vessel ; but, hearing nothing, lhe determined 
to push on before the winter should prevent him. On the 3d 
of December, leaving ten men to garrison the fort, he started 
overland towards the head-waters of the Illinois, accompanied 
by three monks and twenty men. Ascending the St. Joseph 
River, he erossed a short portage and reached the The-a-ki-ki, 
since corrupted into Aunkakee. Embarking on this sluggish 
stream, they came shortly to the IHinois, and soon after found a 
village of the J27inots Indians, probably in the vieinity of the 
rocky bluffs, a few miles above the present city of La Salle, Tli- 
nois. They found it deserted, but the Indians had quite a 
quantity of maize stored here, and La Salle, being short of 
provisions, helped bimselif’ to what he reqnired. Passing 
down the stream, the party, on the 4th of January, eame to a 
lake, probably the Lake Peoria, as there is no other upon this 
stream. Ilere they found a great number of natives, who were 
gentle and kind, and La Salle determined to construct a fort. 
It stood on a rise of ground near the river, and was named 
Creve-Ceur* (broken-heart), most probably on account of the 
low spirits of the eommander, from anxiety for his vessel and 
the uncertainty of the future. Possibly he had heard of the loss 
ofthe “Griffin,” which oeearred on her dowoward trip from 
Green Bay ; most probably on Lake Huron. He remained at 
the Lake Peorja through the winter, but no good tidings came, 
and no supplies. Tis men were discontented, but the brave 
adventurer never gaye up hope. He resolyed to send a party on 
a voyage of exploration up the Mississippi, under the lead of 
Father Hennepin, and he himself would proceed on foot to Niag- 
ara and Frontenae, to raise more means and enlist new imen ; 
while Tonti, his lieutenant, should stay at the fort, which they 
were to strengthen in the meantime, and extend their interconrse 
with the Indians. 

TIennepin started on his voyage on the last day of February, 
1680, and La Salle soon after, with a few attendants, started on 
his perilous joarney of twelve hundred miles by the way of the 
Illinois River, the Miami, and Lakes Eric and Ontario, to 
Frontenae, which he finally reached in safety. He found his 
worst fears realized. The “ Griffin” was lost, his agents had 
taken advantage of his absenee, and his ereditors had seized his 
goods. But he knew no such word as fail, and by the middle of 
simmer he was again on his way with men and supplies for his 
band in Illinois. A sad disappointment awaited him. He found 
his fort deserted, and no tidings of Tonti and his men. Daring 
La Salle’s absence the Indiaus had beeome jealous of the Freneh, 
and they had been attacked and harassed even by the Iroquois, 
who came the long distanee between the shores of Lake Ontario 
and the IHinois River to make war upon the more peaceable 
tribes dwelling on the prairies. Uneertain of any assistanee 
from La Salle, and apprehensive of a general war with the sav- 
ages, Tonti, in September, 1680, abandoned his position and re- 
turned to the shores of the lakes. La Salle reached the post on 
the Illinois in December, 1680, or January, 1681. Again 


* The site of the work is at present nnknown. 


HISTORY OF W@RISTIAN COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 15 


bitterly disappointed, La Salle did not succumb, but resolved to 
return to Canada and start anew. Th'- he did,and in June met 
his lieutenant, Tonti, at Mackinaw. 

Hennepin in the meanwhile had me. with strange adventures. 
After leaving Creve-Cieur, he reached the Mississippi in seven 
days; but his way was so obstructed by ice that he was until the 
11th of April reaching the Wisconsin line. Here he was taken 
prisoner by some northern Indians, whe, howeyer, treated him 
kindly and took him and his companions to the falls of St. Au- 
thony, which they reached on the Ist of May. These falls Hen- 
nepin named in honor of his patron saint. Hennepin and his 
companions remained here for three manths, treated very kindly 
by their captors. At the end of this tim2 they met with a band 
of French, led by one Sieur de Luth, * who, in pursuit of game 
and trade, had penetrated to this country by way of Lake Su- 
perior. With his band Hennepin and his companions returned 
to the borders of civilized life in November, 1638), just 
after La Salle had gone back to the wilderness. IL2nnepin re- 
turned to France, where, in 1684, he published a narrative of 
his wonderful adventures. 

Robert De La Salle, whose name is more closely connected 
with the explorations of the Mississippi than that of auy other, was 
the next to descend the river in the year 16382. Formal posses- 
sion was taken of the great river and all the countries bordering 
upon it or its tributaries in the name of the Ming. 

La Salle and his party now retraced their steps towards the 
north. They met with no serious trouble until they reached the 
Chickasaw Blutfs, where they hal erected a fort on their down- 
ward voyage, and nam21 it Prudhomme. Here La Salle was 
taken violently sick. Unable to proceed, he sent forward Tonti 
to communicate with Count Frontenac. La Salle himself reached 
the month of the St. Joseph the latter part of September. From 
that point he sent Father Zenobe with his dispatches to represent 
him at court, while he turned his attention to the fur trade and 
to the project of completing a fort, which he named St. Louis, 
upon the [linois River. The precise location of this work is not 
known. It was said to be upon a rocky bluff two hundred and 
fifty feet high, and only accessible upon one side. There are no 
bluffs of such a height on the Illinois River answering the de- 
scription. It may have been on the rocky bluff above La Salle, 
where the rocks are perhaps one hundred feet in height. 

Upon the completion of this work La Salle again sailed for 
France, which he reached on the 13th of December, 1683. A 
new man, La Barre, had now succeeded Frontenac as Governor 
of Canada. This man was unfriendly towards La Salle, and 
this, with other uutoward circumstances, no doubt led him to at- 
tempt the colonization of the Mississippi coantry by way of the 
mouth of the river. Notwithstanding many obstacles were in his 
path, he succeeded in obtaining the graut of a fleet from the 
King, and on the 24th of July, 1684, a fleet of twenty-four ves- 
sels sailed from Rochelle to America, four of which were destined 
for Louisiana, and carried a body of two hundred and eighty 
people, including the crews. There were soldiers, artificers, and 
volanteers, and also “some young women.” Discord soon broke 
out between M. de Beaujea and La Salle, and grew from had to 
worse. Ona the 20th of December they reached the island of St. 
Domingo. 


* From this man undoubtedly comes the name of Duluth. 


Joutel * was sent out with this party, which left on the 4th of 
February, and traveled eastward three days, when they eame to 
a great stream which they could not cross. Here they made sig- 
nals by building great fires, and on the 15th two of the vessels 
came in sight. The stream was soundel and the vessels 
were anchored under shelter. But again misfortune overtook 
La Salle, and the vessel was wrecked, and the bulk of the sup- 
plies was lost. At this juncture M. de Beanjen, his second in 
command, set sail and returned to France. La Salle now con- 
structed a rad? shelter from the timbers of his wrecked vessel, 
placed his people inside of it, and set ont to explore the sur- 
rounding country in hope of finding the Mississippi. Te was, of 
course, disappointed ; but found ona stream, which is named the 
Vaches, a good site for a fort. He at once removed his camp, 
and, after incredible exertions, constructed a fortification suffi- 
cient to protect them from the Indians. This fort was situated 
cn Matagorda Bay, within the present limits of Texas, and was 
called by laa Salle Fort St. Louis. 

Leaving Joutel to complete the work with one hundred meo, 
La Salle took the remainder of the company and embarked 
on the river, with the intention of proceeding as far up as he 
could. The savages soon became tronblesome, and on the 14th 
of July La Salle ordered Joutel to join him with his whole force. 
They had alrea:ly lost several of their best men, and dangers 
threatened them on every side. Jt would seem from the histo- 
rian’s account of the expedition that LaSalle began to erect 
another fort, and also that he became morose and severe in his 
discipline, so much so as to get the Ml will of many of his people. 
He finally resolved to advance into the country, but whether 
with the view of returning to Canada by way of Illinois, or only 
for the purpose of making further discoveries, Joutel leaves in 
doubt. Giving his last instructions, he left the fort on the 12th 
day of January, 1637, with a company of about a dozen men, 
including his brother, two nephews, Father Anastasius, a Fyancis- 
eas friar, Joutel, and others, and moyed north-eastward, as is 
supposed, until the 17th of March, when some of his men, who 
had been cheri-hing revengeful feelings for some time, waylaid 
the Chevalicr and shot him dead. They also slew one of his 
nephews and two of his servants. 

This deed occurred on the 20th of March, on a stream called 
Cenis. 

In 1687, Franee was involved ina long and bloody war. The 
League of Augsburg was formed by the Princes of the Empire 
against Louis XTV., and England, Spain, Holland, Denmark, 
Sweden, and Savoy took up arms, and Louis found himself bat- 
tling with nearly the whole of Enrope, and only Turkey for an 
ally. This war ended with the peace ot Ryswick in 1697. 

No material change took place in America, but the colonists 
were harassed aud many of their people killed or carried eap- 
tives to the Canadas. In 1688, the French possessions in North 
America included nearly the whole of the continent north of the 
St. Lawrenee, and the entire valley of the Mississippi; and they 
had begun to establish a line of fortifications extending from 
Quebee to the mouth of the Mississippi, between which points 
they had three great lines of communication, to wit: by way of 
Mackinaw, Green Bay, and the Wisconsin River; by way of 
Lake Michigan, the Kankakee and INinois Rivers; and by way 


* Joutel, historian of the voyage, accompanied I.a Salle, and subsequently wrcte 
his “Journal Historique,” which was published in Puri-, 17)3. 
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of Lake Erie, the Maumee and Wabash Rivers, and were pre- 
paring to explore the Ohio as a fourth route, 

In 1699, D'Iberville, under the authority of the crown, disco- 
yered, on the second of March, by way of the sea, the mouth of 
the “ Hidden River.” This majestic stream was ealled by the 
natives “ Malbouchia,” and by the Spaniards, “ La Palissade,” 
from the great number of trees about its mvuth. After travers- 
ing the several outlets, and satisfying himsclf az to its certainty, 
he erected 2 fort near its western outlet, and returned to France. 
Anavenue of trade was now opened out, which was fully im- 
proved. 

At this time a census of New France showed a total popula- 
tien of cleven thousand two hundred and forty-nine Europeans. 
War again broke out in 1701, and extended over a period of 
twelve years, ending with the treaty of Utrecht, in 1713. This 
also extended to the Ameriean Colonies, and its close Icft every- 
thing as-befure, with the exeeption that Nova Scotia was capr 
tured in 1710. 

In 1718, New Orleans was laid out and s ttled by some 
Iu 1762, the colony was made over to 
Spain, to be regained by France, under the consulate of Napo- 
leon. 

In 1803, it was purchased hy the United States, fr the sum 
of fifteen million dollars, and the territory of Louisiana and the 
commerce of the Mississippi river, eame under the charge of the 
United States. Although La Salle’s labors ended in d-feat and 
Il- had thrown 


HBuropean colonists. 


death, he had not worked and suffered in yain. 
open to France andthe world an immense and most valuable 
country. 
of more than ane settlement there. 
hokia are t> this day monuments of Ii Salle’s labors; for, 
though he had founded neither of thom (unless Peoria, which 
was built nearly upon the site of Fort Crevee:ar), it was by those 
he le.] into the west that these places were peopled an:} civilized. 
He was, if not the discoverer, the first settler of the Mississippi 
Valley, and as such deserves to be known and honared.”* 


Ifad established several ports, and laid the foundation 
“ Peorta, Kaskaskia and Ca- 


The French carly improved the opening made for them, and 
before 1693, the Reverend Father Grayvier began a mission 
sumone the Illinois, and became the founder of Kaskaskia. Por 
some time it was merely a missionary station, aad the inhabitants 
of the village consisted entirely of natives; it being one of three 
snch villages, the other two being Cahokia and Peoria. This we 
learn from a letter written by Father Gabriel Marest, dated 
« Aux Cascaskias, Autrement dit de l'Immaculee coneepeion de 
la Sainte Vierge, le9 Novembre, 1712.” In this letter, the 
writer tells us that Gravier must be regarded as the founder of 
the IHinois missions. Soon after the founding of Kaskaskia, the 
missionary, Pinet, gathered a flock at Cahokia,f while Peoria 
arose near the remains of Fort Creveceeur.t 

An unsuccessful attempt was also made to found a colony on 
the Ohio. It failed in consequence of sickness.§ 

In the north, De La Motte Cadillac, in June, 1701, laid the 


* The authorities in relation to La Salle are Ilennepin: a narrative published in 
the name of Tonti, in 1697, but disclanmed hy him. (Charlevoix ii. 365.~-Lettres 
Edifiantes). 

+ Baneruft, iii, 106, 

¢ There was an old Peoria op the North-west shore of the lake of that name, a mile 
anda half above the outlet. From 1778 to 1796 the inhabitants left this for New Peo- 
ria, (Fort Clark) at the outlet. American State Papers, xvili. 476. 

@ Western Annales 


foundation of Fort Pontchartrain, on the strait, (le Detroit),* 
while in the southwest cllorts were making to realize the dreams 
of La Salle. The leader in the last uamed enterprise was Le- 
moine D'Therville, a Canadian officer, who from 1694 to 1697 
distinguished himself not alittle by battles and conquests among 
the icebergs of the “ Baye D’Udsen or Hudsor's Bay.” 

The post at Vincennes, on the Oubache river, (pronounced 
Wa-bi, meaning summer cloud moving swiftly), was established 
in 1702. Itis quite probable that on La Salle’s last trip he 
established the stations at Kaskaskia and Cahokia. Until the 
year 1750, but little is known of the settlements in the north- 
west, as it was not until this time that the attention of the 
English was called to the ceeupation of this portion of the new 
world, which they then supposed they owned. Vivier, a mission- 
ary among the Illinois, writing “ Aux Illinois,” six leagues from 
Fort Chartres, June Sth, 1750, says: “We have here whites, 
negroes, and Indians, to say nothing of the eross-breeds, There 
are five French villages, and three villages of the natives within 
aspace of twenty-one Icagnes, situated between the Mississippi 
and another river, ealled the Karkadiad (Kaskaskia). In the 
five French villages are, perhaps, eleven hundred whites, three 
hundred blacks, and some sixty red slaves or savages. The 
three Llinois towns do not contain more than cight hundred 
souls all told.+ Most of the French till the soil. They raise 
wheat, cattle, pizs and horses, and live like princes. Three 
times as much is praduced as can be consumed, and great quaa- 
tities of grain and flour are sent to New Orleans.” 

Again, in an epistle dated November 17th, 1750, Vivier says: 
“ Por fifteen leagues above the mouth of the Mississippi, one secs 
New Orleans contains black, white and 
To this 
point come all kinds of lumber, brieks salt-heef, tallow, tar, skins, 
and bear’s grease; and aboye all pork and flour frum the Mlinois. 
These things create some commerce, as forty vessels and more 
have come hither this year. Above New Orleans plantations are 
again met with; the most eonsidcrable is a colony of Germans, 
some ten leagues up the river. .At Point Coupee, thirty-five 
leagues above the German settlement, is a fort. Along here, 
within five or six leagues, are not Iess than sixty habitations. 
Fifty leagues farther up is the Natehez post, where we have a 
garrison.” 

Father Marest, writing from the post at Vincennes, makes the 
same observation. Vivier also says, “Some individuals dig lead 
near the surface, and supply the Indians and Canada, Two 
Spaniards, now here, who elaim to be adepts, say that our mines 
are like these of Mexico, and that if we would dig deeper we 
would find silver under the lead; at any rate the lead is excellent. 
There are also in this country, beyond doubt, copper mines, as 
from time to time, large pieces have been found in the streams.”t 

At the close of the year 1750, the French oceupied in addition 
to the lower Mississippi posts and those in Illinois, one at Du 
Quesne, one at the Maumee, in the country of the Miamis, and 
one at Sandusky, in what may be termed the Ohio Valley. In 
the northern part of the north-west, they had stations at St. 
Joseph’s, on the St. Joseph’s of Lake Michigan, at Fort Pont- 


no dwellings * 
red, not more, J think, than twelve hundred persons. 


* Charlevoix, in 281 Le Detroit was the whole strait from Erie to Hnron, The 
first grants of land at Detroit, 7. ¢, Fort Pontchartrain, were made in 1707 


+ Lettres E:lifiantes (Paris, 1781), vii. 97-106. 


+t Western Annals. 


TE SLO RYO TMCHEGIST EAN ET COUNTY: TELE EVOL. 15 


ehartrain (Detroit), at Michillimackinac or Massillimacinac, 
Fox River of Green Bay, aud at Sault Ste. Maric. The foudest 
dreams of La Salle were now fully realized. The Freuch alone 
were possessors of this vast realm, basing their claim on discovery 
and settlement. Another nation, however, was now turning its 
attention to this extensive country, and learning of its wealth 
began to lay plans for occupying it and for securing the great 
profits arising therefrom. 

The French, however, had another claim to this country, 
namely, the 


DISCOVERY OF TILE OIFTIO, 


The largest braneh of the Mississippi river from the east, 
known to the early Freneh scttlers as de belle riviere, ealled 
“beautiful ” river, was discovered by Robert, Cavalier de La 
Salle, in 1669. While La Salle was at his trading post on the 
St. Lawrence, he found leisure to study nine Indian dialects, the 
ehief of which was the Iroquois. While conversing with some 
Senecas, he learned of a river called the Ohio, which rose in their 
country and tlowed to the sea. 

1n this statement the Mississippi and its tributaries were con- 
sidered as one stream. La Salle, believing as most of the French 
at that period did, that the great rivers flowing west emptied into 
the Sea of California, was anxious to embark in the enterprise of 
discovering a route across the continent. Tle repaired at onec to 
Quebee to ubtain the approval of the Governor and the Tutend- 
ent, Talon. They issued letters patent, authorizing the enter- 
prise, but made no provisions to detray the expenses. 

At this juncture the seminary St. Sulpice decided to send out 
missionaries in connection with the expedition, and La Salle 
offering to sell his improvements at La Chive to raise the money, 
the offer was accepted by the Superior, and two thousand cight 
hundred dollars were raised, with which LaSalle purchased four 
canoes and the necessary supplies for the outfit. 

On the 6th of July, 1669, the party, numbering twenty-four 
persons, embarked in seven canoes on the St. Lawrence. Two 
additional canoes carried the Indiau guides. 

In three days they were gliding over the bosom of Lake On- 
tario. Their cuides conducted them directly to the Seneca vil- 
lage on the bank of the Genesee, in the vicinity of the present 
city of Rochester, New York. Here they expected to procure 
guides to conduct them to the Oui, but in this they were disap- 
pointed. After waiting a mouth in the hope of gaining their 
object, they met an Tadian from the lroquois colony, at the head 
of Lake Ontario, who assured them they could find guides, and 
offered to conduct them thenee. Ou their way they passed the 
mouth of Niagara river, when they heard for the first time the 
distant thunder of the cataract. Arriving among the Troquois 
they met with a friendly reception, and learned from a Shawnee 
prisoner that they eould reach the Ohio in six weeks. Delighted 
with the unexpected good fortune, they made ready to resume 
their journey, and as they were about to start they heard of the 
arrival of two Frenchmen ina neighboring villaze. One of them 
proved to be Louis Joliet, afterwards famous as an explorer in 
the west. Ife had been sent by the Canadian government to ex- 
plore the copper mines on Lake Superior, but had failed and was 
on his way back to Quebec. 

On arriving at Lake Superior, they found, as La Salle had 
predicted, the Jesuit fathcrs, Marquette and Dablon, veenpying 


the field. After parting with the priests, La Salle went to the 
chief Eroquots village at Onondago, where he obtained guides 
and passing theuee toa tributary of the Ohio south of Lake 
Erie, he descended the latter as far as the falls of Louisville. 
Thus was the Ohio discovered by La Salle, the persevering and 
successful French explorer of the west in 1669. 

When Washington was sent out by the colony of Virginia in 
1755, to demand of Gordeur de St. Pierre why the French had 
built a fort on the Monongahela, the haughty commandant at 
Quebee replied: “ We claim the country on the Ohio by virtue 
of the diseoveries of La Salle, and will not give it up to the 
English. Our orders are to make prisoners of every Englishman 
found trading in the Ohio valley.” : 


ENGLISH CXPLORATIONS AND SETTLIMENTS. 


We have sketched the progress of French discovery in the 
valley of the Mississippi. The first travelers reached that river 
in 1675, and when the ycar 1750 broke in upon the father of 
waters and the great north-west, all was still except those little 
spots upon the prairies of Mlinois and among the marshes or 
Louisiana, 

Voluevy, by conjecture, fixes the settlement of Vincennes about 
1755.* Bishop Brute, of Indiana, speaks of a missiouary station 
there in 1700, and adds: “ The friendly tribes and traders ealled 
to Canada for protection, and then M. De Vincennes came with 
a detachment, I think, of Carignau, and was killed in 1735,” + 
Bancroft says a military establishment was formed there in 1716, 
and in 1742 a settlement of herdsmen took place. t In a petition 
of the old inhabitants at Vincennes, dated in November, 1798, 
we find the settlement spoken of as having been made before 
T742.§ And such is the general voice of tradition. On the 
other hand, Charlevoix, who records the death of Vincennes, 
which took place among the Chickasaws, in 1736, makes no 
meution of any post on the Wabash, or any missivnary station 
there. Neither does he mark any upon his map, although he 
gives even the British forts upon the Tennessee and elsewhere. 
Such is the character of the proof relative to the settlement of 
Vincennes. 

Uennepin, in 1665-4, had heard of the “ Hohio.” The route 
from the lakes to the Mississippi, by the Wabash, was explored 
1676, || and in Hennepin’s volume of 1698, is a journal, said to 
he that sent by La Salle to Count Frontenac, in 1682 or 785, 
which mentions the route by the Maumee © and Wabash as the 
most direct to the great western river. 

Yn 1749, when the English first began to think seriously of 
sending men into the west, the greater portions of the states of 
Ohio, Indiana, Hlinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota 
were yet under the dominion of the red men. The English knew 
however, of the nature of the vast wealth of these wilds. 

In the year 1710, Governor Spotswood, of Virginia, had ma- 
tured a plan and commenced movements, the object of which was 
to secure the country beyond the Alleghenies to the English 
crown, In Pennsylvania, also, Governor Keith and James Lo- 
gan, Seeretary of the Province from 1719 to 1751, represented 
to the powers of England the necessity of taking steps to seeure 
the western lands. Nothing, however, was done by the mother 

2 Volney’s View, p. 336, + Butler's Kentucky. { History U.S, iii . 344. 


% American State Papers, xvi, 22. Histoire General Des Voyuzes x1¥., 758. 
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country, except to take certain diplomatic steps to secure the 
claim of Britain to this unexplored wilderness. SSngland had 
from the outsct claimed from the Atlantic to the Pacific, on the 
ground that the discovery and possession of the sea coast was a 
discovery and possession of the country; and as is well known, 
her grants to Virginia, Connecticut, and other colonies, were 
through from ‘sea to sea.” This was not all her claims; she had 
purehased from the Indian tribes large tracts of land. This was 
also a strong argument. 

In the year 1684, Lord Howard, Governor of Virginia, held a 
treaty with the five nations at Albany. These were the great 
Northern Confederacy, and comprised at first the Mohawks, 
Oneidas, Onondagas, Cayugas, and Senecas. Afterward the 
‘Tusearoras were taken into the confederacy, and it became known 
as the six nations. They came under the protection of the 
mother country, and again in 1701 they repeated the agreement. 
Another formal deed was drawn up and signed by the chiefs of 
the National Confederacy in 1726, by which their lands were 
conveyed in trust to England, “to be protected and defended by 
his majesty, to and for the use of the grantors and their heirs.” 
The validity of this claim has often been disputed, but never 
snecessfully. In 1774, a purchase was made at Lancaster of 
certain lands within the “ colony of Virginia,” for which the In- 
dians received £200 in gold and a like sum in goods, with a 
promise that as settlements increased. more should be paid. The 
commissioners from Virginia at the treaty were Col. Thomas Lee 
and Col. William Beverly. 

As settlements extended, and the Indians began to complain, 
the promise of further pay was called to mind, and Mr. Conrad 
Weiser was sent across the Alleghenies to Logstown. In 1784,* 
Col. Lee and some Virginians accompanied him, with the inten- 
tion of ascertaining the feelings of the Indians with regard to 
further settlements in the west, which Col. Lee and others were 
contemplating. The object of these proposed settlements was not 
the cultivation of the soil, but the monopoly of the Indian trade. 
Accordingly, after Weiser's conference with the Indians at Logs- 
town, which was favorable to their views, Thomas Lee, with 
twelve other Virginians, among whom were Lawrence and Augus- 
tine, hrothers of George Washington, and also Mr, Hanbury, of 
London, formed an association which they ealled the ‘ Ohio 
Company,” and in 1748 petitioned the king for a grant beyond 
the mountains. This petition was approved by the English 
government, and the government of Virginia was ordered to 
grant to the petitioners half'a million of acres within the bounds 
of that colony beyond the AHeghenies, two hundred thousand of 
which were to be located at once. This portion was to be held 
for ten years free of quit-rent, provided the company would put 
there one hundred families within seven years, and build a fort 
sufficient to protect the settlement. The company accepted the 
proposition, and sent to London for a cargo suited to the Indian 
trade, which should arrive in Novemher, 1749, Other companies 
were also formed about this time in Virginia to colonize the west. 
On the 12th of June, 1749,a grant of $00,000 acres from the 
line of Canada, on the north and west, was made to the Loyal 
Company, and on the 29th of October, 1751, another of 100,000 
aeres to the Greenbriar Company. 

The Freneh were not blind all this time. They saw that if the 


* Plain Facts, pp. 10, 120. + Revised Statutes of Virginia. 
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British once obtained a stronghold upon the Ohio, they might 
not only prevent their sctilements upon it, but in time wonld 
come to the lower posts, and so gain possession of the whole 
couniry. Upon the 10th of May, 1744, Vaudreuil, the French 
governor, well knowing the consequences that must arise from 
allowing the English to build trading posts in the north-west, 
seized some of their frontier posts, to further secure the claims of 
the French to the west. Tlaving these fears, and seeing the 
danger of the late movements of the British, Gallisonicre, then 
Governor of Canada, determined to place along the Ohio evi- 
dences of the French claim to, and possession of, the country. 
For that purpose he sent, in the summer of 1749, Louis Celeron, 
with a party of soldiers, to place plates of lead, on which were 
written out the claims of the French, in the mounds and at the 
mouths of the rivers. These were heard of by William Trent, 
an Indian commissioner, sent out by Virginia in 1752, to treat 
with and coneiliate the Indians, while upon the Ohio, and men- 
tioned in his journal. One of these plates was found with the 
inseription partly defaced. It hears date August 16th, 1749, and 
a copy of the inscription, with particular aecount, was sent by 
De Witt Ciinton to the American Antiquarian Socicty, among 
whose journals it may now be found. These measures did not, 
however, deter the English from going on with their explora- 
tions. 

In February, 1751, Christopher Gist was sent by the Ohio 
Company to examine its lands. Tle went to a village of the 
Twigtwees, on the Miand, abont 150 miles above its mouth. 
Irom there he went down the Ohio River nearly to the falls, at 
the present city of Louisville, and in November he commenced 
a survey of the company’s lands. In 1751, General Audrew 
Lewis commenced some surveys in the Greenbrier country, on 
behalf of the company already mentioncd. Mcanwhile the 
French were busy in preparing their forts for defence, and in 
opening roads, In 1752 having heard of the trading houses on 
the Miami River, they, assisted by the Ottawas and Chippewas, 
attacked it, and, after a severe battle, in which fourteen of the 
natives were killed and others wounded, captured the garrison. 
The traders were carricd away to Canada, and one account says 
several were burned. This fort, or trading house was called by 
the English writers Pickawillany. A memorial of the king’s 
ministers refers to it as “ Piekawellancs, in the center of the terri- 
tory between Ohio and the Wabash.” This was the first blood 
shed between the French and English, and oecurred near the 
present city of Piqua, Ohio, The English were determined on 
their part to purchase a title from the Indinns of lands which 
they wished to oeeupy, and in the spring of 1752, Messrs. Fry,* 
Lomas and Patton, were sent from Virginia to hold a conference 
with the natives at Logstown, to learn what they objected to in 
the treaty at Laneaster, and to settle all difficultivs. On the 9th 
June the commissioners met the red men at Logstown. This 
was a village seventcen miles below Pittsburgh, upon the north 
side of the Ohio. Tere had been a trading point for many years, 
but it was abandoned by the Indians in 1750. At first the 
Indians declined to reeognize the treaty of Lancaster, but the 
commissioners taking aside Montour, the interpreter, who was a 
son of the famous Catherine Montour, and a chief among the six 
nations, being three-fourths of Indian )lood, through his influence 


* Afterwards Commander-in-Chief over Washington, at the commencement of the 
French War of 1775. 
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an agreement was effected, and upon the 15th of June they all 
united in signing a deed, confirming the Lancaster treaty in its 
fullest exteut. Meanwhile the powers beyond the seas were try- 
ing to out-manceuver each other, and were professing to be at 
peace. The English generally outwitted the Indians, and scenred 
themselves, as they thought, by their politic conduct. But the 
French, in this as in all cases, proved that they knew best how 
to manage the natives. While these measures were taken, another 
treaty with the wild men of the debatable land was also in con- 
templation. And in September, 1753, William Fairfax met their 
deputies at Winchester, Virginia, where he concluded a treaty. 
In the month following, however, a more satisfactory interview 
took place at Carlisle, between the representatives of the Troynois, 
Delawares, Shawnees, Twigtwees, and Wyandots, and the com- 
missioners of Pennsylvania, Richard Peters, Isaac Norris, and 
Benjamin Franklin. Soon after this, no satisfaction being 
obtained from the Ohio, either as to the force, position, or pur- 
poses of the French, Robert Dinwiddie, then Governor of Vir- 
ginia, determined to send to them another messenger, and learn 
if possible their intentions. Four this purpose he sclected a young 
surveyor, who, at the age of nineteen had attained the rauk of 
major, and whose previous life had inured him to hard-bips and 
woodland ways; while his courage, cool judgment, and firm will, 
all fitted him for sucha mission. This personage was no other 
than the illustrious George Washington, who then held consider- 
able interest in western lands. He was twenty-one years old at 
the time of the appointment.* Taking Gist as a guide, the two, 
accompanied by four servitors, set out on their perilous march. 
They left Will's Creek, where Cumberland now is, on the 14th 
of November, and on the 22d reached the Monongahela, about 
ten miles above the fork. From there they went to Logstown, 
where Washington had a long conference with the chiefs of the 
six nations. Tere he learned the position of the French, and 
also that they had determined not to come down the river until 
the following spring. The Indians were non-committal, they 
deeming a neutral position the safest. Washington, finding no- 
thing could be done, went on to Venango, an old Indian town 
at the mouth of the French Creck. Here the French had a fort 
ealled Fort Machault. On the 11th of December he reached the 
fort at the head of French Creek. Here he delivered Gover- 
nor Dinwiddie’s letter, received his answer, and upon the 16th 
set out upon his return journey with no one but Gist, his guide, 
and a few Indians who still remained true to him. They reached 
home in safety on the 6th of January, 1754. From the letter of 
St. Pierre, commander of the French fort, sent by Washington 


to Governor Dinwiddie, it was perfectly clear that the French: 


would not yield the West without a struggle. Active preparations 
were at once made in all the English colonies for the coming con- 
flict, while the French finished their fort at Venango and strength- 
ened their lines of fortifications to be in readiness. The Old 
Dominion was all alive. Virginia was the center of great activities. 
Volunteers were called for, and from the neighboring colonies 
men rallied to the conflict, and everywhere along the Potomac 
men were enlisting under the Governor's proctamation,—which 
promised two hundred thousand acres on the Ohio. Along this 
river they were gathering as far as Will’s Creek, and far beyond 
this point, whither Trent had come for assistance, for his little 
band of forty-one men, who were working away in hunger and 


*Sparks' Washington, Vol. ii., pp. 428-447. 


want, to fortify that point at the fork of the Ohio, to which both 
parties were looking with deep interest. The first birds of spring 
filled the forest with their songs. The swift river rolled by the 
Allegheny billsides, swollen by the melting snows of spring and 
April showers. The leaves were appearing, a few Indian scouts 
were seen, but no enemy seemed near at hand, and all was so 
quiet that Frazier, an old Indian trader, who had been left by 
Trent in command of the new fort, ventured to his home at the 
mouth of Turtle Creek, ten miles up the Monongahela. But 
though all was so quiet iu that wilderness, keen eyes had seen the 
low entrenchment that was rising at the fork, and swift feet had 
borne the news of it up the valley, and on the morning of the 
17th of April, Ensign Ward, who then had charge of it, saw upon 
the Allegheny a sight that made his heart sink ;—sixty batteaux 
and three hundred eanoes, filled with men, and laden deep with 
cannon and stores. The fort was called on to surrender: by the 
advice of the Half-King, Ward tricd to evade the act, but it 
would not do. Contreceur, with a thousand men about him, 
said * Evacuate,’ and the cnsign dared not refuse. That evening 
he supped with his captor, and the next day was bowed off by the 
Frenchman, and, with his men and tools, marched up the Mon- 
onghahela.”” The French and Indian war had begun. The 
treaty of Aix la Chapelle, in 1748, had left the foundries between 
the French and English possessions unsettled, aud the events 
already narrated show that the French were determined to hold 
the country watered by the Mississippi and its tributaries: while 
the English laid claim to the country by virtue of the discoveries 
by the Cabots, and claimed all the country from New Foundland 
to Florida, and from the Atlantic to the Pacific. The first deci- 
sive blow had heen struck, and the first attempt of the English, 
through the Ohio Company, to oceupy these lands had resulted 
disastrously to them. The French and Indians immediately 
completed the fortifications begun at the fork, which they had so 
easily captured, and when completed gave to the fort the name 
of Du Quesne. Washington was at Will's creek, when the news 
of the capture of the fort arrived. Te at once departed to re- 
capture it. On his way he entrenched himself at a place called 
the “ Meadows,” where he erected a fort called by him Fort 
Necessity. [From there he surprised and captured a force of 
French and Indians marching against him, but was soon after 
attacked by a much superior force, and was obliged to yield on 
the morning of July 4th. He was allowed to return to Virginia. 

The English Government immediately planned four cam- 
paigns, one against Fort Du Quesne, one against Nova Scotia, 
one against Fort Niagara, and one against Crown Point. These 
oecurred during 1755-6, and were not successful in driving the 
French from their possessions. The expedition against Fort Du’ 
(Juesne was led by the famous Braddock, who, refusing to listen | 
to the advice of Washington and those acquainted with Indian 
warfare, suffered an inglorious defeat. This occurred on the 
morning of July 9th, and is generally known as the battle of 
Monongahela or “ Braddock’s defeat.” The war continued 
through various vicissitudes through the years 1756-7, when, 
at the commencement of 1758, in accordance with the plans of 
William Pitt, then secretary of state, afterwards Lord Chatham, 
active preparations were made to carry on the war. Three 
expeditions were planned for this year: one under General 
Amherst, against Louisburg; another under Abercrombie, 
against Fort Ticonderega ; and a third under General Forbes, 
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against Fort Da (uesne. On the 26th of July, Lonisburg 
surrendered after a desperate resistance of more than forty days, 
and the castern part of the Canadian possessions fell into the 
hands of the British. Abercrombie eaptured Fort Frontenac, 
and when the expedition against Fort Du Quesne, of which 
Washington had the active command, arrived there, it was 
found in flames and deserted. The English at once took 
possession, rebuilt the fort, and in honor of their illustrious 
statesman, changed the name to Fort Pitt. 

The great object of the campaign of 1759, was the reduction 
of Canada. Creneral Wolfe was to lay siege to Quebce ; Am- 
herst was to reduce Ticonderoga and Crown Point; aad General 
Prideaux was to capture Niagara. This latter place was taken 
in July, but the gallant Prideaux lost his life. Amherst cap- 
tured Ticonderoga and Crown Point, without a blow; and 
Wolfe, after making the memorable ascent to the plains of 
Abraham, on September 15th, defeated Montealm, and on the 
18th the city capitulated. In this engagement, Montcalm and 
Wolfe both lost their lives. De Levi, Montealm’s successor, 
marched to Sillery, three miles above the city, with the purpose 
of defeating the English, and there, on the 28th of the following 
April, was fought one of the bloodiest hatiles of the French 
and Indian war. It resulted in the defeat of the French, and 
the fall of the city of Montreal. The Goyernor signed a eapitu- 
lation by which the whole of Canada was surrendered to the 
English. This practically concluded the war, but it was not 
until 1763 that the treaties of peace between France and Eng- 
land were signed. This was done on the 10th of February of 
that year, and under its provisions all the country east of the 

ississippi and north of the Wberville river in Louisiana, were 
At the same time, Spain ceded Florida to 


eeded to England. 
Great Britain. 

On the [5th of September, 1760, Major Nobert Rogers was 
sent from Montreal to take charge of Detroit, the only remaining 
French post in the territory. He arrived there on the 9th of 
November, and summoned the place to surrender. At first the 
commander of the post, Beletre, refused, but on the 29th, hearing 
of the eontinued defeat of the French army, surrendered. The 
North-west Territory was now entirely under the English rule. 
In 1762, France, by a secret treaty, ceded Louisiana to Spain, 
to prevent it falling into the hands of the English, who were 
becoming masters of the entire West. The next year the treaty 
of Paris, signed at Fontainbleau, gave to the Engiish the domi- 
nion in question. Twenty years after, hy the treaty of peace 
between the United States and England, that part of Canada 
lying south and west of the great lakes, comprehending a large 
territory, was acknowledged to be a portion of the United States. 
In 1805 Louisiana was eeded by Spain baok to Franee, and by 
France sold to the United States. By the treaty of Paris, the 
regions east of the Mississippi, including all these and other 
towns of the north-west, were given over to England; but they 
do not appear to have been taken possession of until 1765, when 
Captain Stirling, in the name of the Majesty of England, estab- 
lished himself at Fort Chartres, bearing with him the proclama- 
tion of General Gage, dated December 30th, 1764, which pro- 
mised religious freedom to all Catholics who worshiped here 
and the right to leave the country with their effects if they 
wished, or to remain with the privileges of Englishmen. During 


the years 1775 and 1776, hy the operations of land companies _ 
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and the perseverance of individuals, several settlements were 
firmly established between the Alleghenies and the Ohio river, 
and western land speculators were busy in Iinois and on the 
Wabash. At a council held in Kaskaskia, on July 5th, 1773, 
an association of English traders, calling themselves the “]]Hinois 
Land Company,” obtained from the chiefs of the Kaskaskia, 
Cahokia, and Peoria tribes two large tracts of land lying on the 
east side of the Mississippi river south of the Illinois, In 1775 
a merchant from the Illinois country, named Viyiat, came to 
Post Vincennes as the agent of the association called the “ Wa- 
bash Land Company.” On the 8th of October he obtained from 
eleven Piankeshaw chiefs a deed for 37,497,600 acres of land. 
This deed was signed by the grantors, attested by a number of 
the inhabitants of Vincennes, and afterward recorded in the office 
of a Notary Public at Kaskaskia. This and other land compa- 
nies had extensive schemes for the colonization of the West; but 
all were frustrated by the breaking out of the Revolutionary 
war. On the 20th of April, 1780, the two companies named 
consolidated under the name of the “ United Hlnois and Wabash 
Land Company ;” they afterwards made strenuous efforts to 
have these grants sanctioned by Congress, but all signally failed, 
When the war of the Revolution commenced, Kentucky was an 
unorganized country, there being settlements within her borders. 

Jn Hutchins’ Topography of Virginia, it is stated that at that 
time Kaskaskia contained 80 houses, and nearly 1,000 white and 
black inhabitants, the whites being a little the more nnmerous. 
Cahokia contained fifty houses, 300 white inhabitants, and 80 
negroes. There were cast of the Mississippi river, about the year 
177I—when these observations were made—“‘300 white men 
eapable of bearing arms, and 250 negroes.’”’ From 1775 until 
the expedition of Clark, nothing is recorded and nothing known 
of these settlements, save what is contained in a report made by 
a committee to Congress in June, 1778. From it the following 
extract is made: “ Near the mouth of the river Kaskaskia, there 
is a village which appears to have contained nearly cighty fami- 
lies from the beginning of the late Revolution; there are twelve 
familics at a small village at La Prairie Du Rochers, and nearly 
fifty famihes at the Cahokia village. There are also fonr or five 
families at Fort Chartres and St. Philip’s, which is five miles 
further up the river.” St. Louis had heen settled in February, 
1764, and at this time contained, ineluding its ueighhoring towns, 
over six hundred white and one hundred and fifty negroes. It 
must be remembered that all the country west of the Mississippi 
was under French rule, and remajned so until ecded back to 
Spain, its original owner, who afterwards sold it and the country 
including New Orleans to the United States. At Detroit, there 
were, according to Captain Carver, who was in the north-west 
from 1768 to 1776, more than one hundred houses, and the river 
was setiled for more than twenty miles, although poorly culti- 
yated, the people heing engaged in the Indian trade. 

On the breaking out of the Revolution, the British held every 
post of importance in the West. Kentucky was formed as a 
component part of Virginia, and the sturdy piunecrs of the West, 
alive to their interests, and recogrizing the great benefits of 
obtaining the control of the trade in this part of the New World, 
held steadily to their purposes, and those within the common- 
wealth of Kentucky proceeded to exercise their civil privileges 
by electing John Todd and Richard Gallaway burgesses, to rep- 
resent them in the assembly of the present state. The chief spirit 
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in this far-out colony, who had represented her the year previous 
east of the mouutains, was now meditating a moye of unequalled 
boldness. Ele had been watehiug the movements of the British 
throughout the north-west, and understood their whole plan. 
Ile saw it was through their possession of the posts at Detroit, 
Vincennes, Kaskaskia, and other places, which would give them 
easy aecess to the various Indian tribes iu the north-west, that 
the British intended to penetrate the country from the north and 
south, and annihilate the frontier fortresses, This moving, ener- 
getie man was Colonel, afterwards General George Rogers Clark. 
He knew that the Indians were not unanimously in aceord with 
the English, and he was convinced that, could the British be 
deteated and expelled from the north-west, the natives might be 
easily awed into neutrality; by spies sent for the purpose, he 
satisfied himself that the enterprise against the Illiuvis settle- 
ments might easily succeed. Patrick Henry was Governor of 
Virginia, and at once entered heartily into Clark's plans. The 
same plan had before been agitated in the Colonial Assemblies ; 
but there was no one until Clark came who was sufficiently 
acquainted with the condition of affairs at the scene of action to 
be able to guide them. 

Clark, having satisfied the Virginia leaders of the feasibility 
of his plan, received on the second of January two sets of instruc- 
tions: one secret, the other open. The latter authorized him to 
proceed to enlist seven companies to go to Kentucky, subject to 
his orders, and to serve three months from their arrival in the 
west. The seeret order authorized him to arm the troops, to 
procure his powder and lead of General Hand, at Pittsburg, and 
to proceed at once to subjugate the country. 

With these instructions Clark repaired to Pittsburg, choosing 
rather to raise his men west of the mountains. Here he raised 
three companies and several private volunteers. Clark at length 
commeuced his descent of the Ohio, which he navigated as far as 
the falls, where he took possession of an] fortified Corn Island, 
between the present sites of Louisville, Kentucky, and New 
Albany, Indiana. Remains of this fortification may yet be 
found. At this place he appointed Col. Bowman to meet him 
with such reeruits as had reached Kentucky by the southern 
route, Here he announced to the men their real destination. 
On the 24th of June he embarked on the river, his destination 
being Fort Massac or Massacre, and thence marched direct to Kas- 
kaskia. The march was accomplished and the town reached on 
the evening of July 4. Ile captured the fort near the village, 
and soon after the village itself, by surprise, without the loss of 
a single man or killing any of the enemy, Clark told the natives 
that they were at perfect liberty to worship as they pleased, and 
to take whichever side of the conflict they would, and he would 
protect them from any barbarity from British or Indian foes. 
This had the desired effect, and the inhabitants at one swore 
allegiance to the American arms, and when Clark desired to go 
to Cahokia on the 6th of July, they accompanied him, and 
through their influence the inhabitants of the place surrendered. 
Thus two important posts in Tilimois passed from the hands of 
the English into the possession of Virginia. During the year 
(1779) the famous © Land Laws” of Virginia were passed. The 
passage of these laws was of more consequence to the pioneers of 
Kentucky and the north-west than the gaining of a few Indian 
conflicts. These grants confirmed in the main all grants made, 
and guaranteed to actual settlers their rights and privileges. 


DIVISION OF TIE NORTII-WEST TERRITORY. 


The increased emigration to the north-west, and extent of the 
domain, made it very difficult to conduct the ordinary operations 
of government, and rendered the efficient action of courts almost 
impossible ; to remedy this it was deemed advisable to divide the 
territory for civil purposes. Congress, in 1500, appointed a 
committee to examine the question and report some means for 
its solution. 

This committee on the 3d of March reported: “In the three 
western countries there has been but one court having cognizanee 
of crimes, in five vears, and the immunity which offenders expe- 
rience attracts, as to an asylum, the most vile and abandoned 
criminals, and at the same time deters useful citizens from making 
settlements in such suciety. The extreme necessity of judiciary 
attention and assistanee is experienecd in civi} as well as in 
criminal eases. To remedy this evil it is expedient t> 
the committee that a division of said territory into two distinet 
and separate governments should he made, and that such division 
be made by beginning at the mouth of the Great Miami river, 
running directly north until it intersects the boundary between 
the United States and Canada.” 

The report was accepted by Congress, and, in aceordanee with 
its suggestions, that body passed an aet extinguishing the north- 
west territory, which act was approved May 7th. Amiong its 
provisions were these : 

“That from and after July 4 nest, all that part of the terri- 
tory of the United States north-west of the Ohio river, which 
lies to the westward of a line beginning at a point opposite the 
mouth vf the Kentucky river, and running thence to Fort 
Recovery, and thence North until it shall intersect the terri- 
torial line between the United States and Canada, shall, for the 
purpose of temporary government, constitute a separate territory 
and be called the Indian Territory.” 

Gen. Harrison (afterwards President), was appointed governor 
of the Indiau Territory, and during his residence at Vincennes, 
he made several important treaties with the Indians, thereby 
gaining large tracts of land. The next year is memorable in 
the history of the west for the purchase of Louisiana from 
France by the United States for $15,000,009, Thns by a peace- 
ful manner the domain of the United States was extended over 
a large tract of country west of the Mississippi, and was for a 
time under the jurisdiction of the north-western government. 
The nest year Gen. Harrison obtained additional grants of land 
from the various Indian nations in Indiana and the present 
limits of Illinois, and on the 18th of August, 1804, completed a 
treaty at St. Louis, whereby over 51,000,000 acres of land were 
obtained. 

During this year, Congress granted a township of land for 
the support of a college, and began to offer inducements for 
settlers in these wilds, and the country nuw comprising the 
state of Michigan began to fill rapidly with settlers along its 
southern borders. This same year a law was passed organizing 
the south-west territory, dividing it iuto two portions,—the terri- 
tory of New Orleans, which city was made the seat of govern- 
ment, and the district of Louisiana, which was annexed to the 
domaiu by General Harrison. 

On the 11th of January, 1805, the territory of Michigan was 
formed, and Wm. Hull was appointed governor, with hcadquar- 
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ters at Detroit, the change to take cfleet June 30th. On the 
Mth of that month, a fire occurred at Detroit, which destroyed 
almost every building in the place. When the offtecrs of the 
new territory reached the post, they found it im ruins, and the 
inhabitants seattcred throughout the country. Rebuilding, how- 
ever, was commenced at once. While this was being done, 
dudiana passed to the sveond grade of government. In 1809, 
Indiana territory was divided, and the territory of Illinois was 
turmed, the seat of government being fixed at Naskaskia, and 
through her (reneral Assembly had obtained large tracts of land 
from the lodian tribes. To all this the celebrated Indian 
Tecumthe, or ‘Tecumsch, vigorously protested,* and it was the 
main cause of his attempts to unite the various Indian tribes in 
a conflict with the settlers. TTe visited the principal tribes, and 
suceceded in forming an alliance with most of the tribes, and 
then joined the cause of the British in the memorable war of 
isl2. Tecumseh was kifled at the battle of the Thames. 
‘Fecumseh was, in many respects, a noble character,—frank and 
honest in his intercourse with General Harrison and the settlers ; 
in war, brave and chivalrous. Tis treatment of prisoners was 
lhnmane. In the summer of 1812, Perry’s victory on Lake Erie 
occurred, and shortly after, active preparations were made to 
capture Fort Malden. On the 27th of September, the American 
army, under command of General Ilarrison, sect sail for the 
shores of Canada, and, in a few hours, stood around the ruins of 
Malden, from which the British army under Proctor had re- 
treated to Sandwich, intending to make its way to the heart of 
Canada by the valley of the Thames. On, the 2th, General 
Harrison was at Sandwich, and Genera] McArthur took posses- 
sion of Detroit and the territory of Michigan. 
October following, the American army began their pursuit of 
Proctor, whom they overtook on the Oth, and the battle of the 
Thames followed. The victory was decisive, and practically 
closed the war in the north west. In 1806, occurred Burr's 
insurrection. He took possession of an island in the Ohio, and 
was charged with treasonable intentions against the Federal goy- 
ernment. Tlis capture was effected by General Wilkinson, acting 
under instruction of President Jefferson. Burr was brought to 
trial on a charge of treason, and, after a prolonged trial, during 
which he defended himself with great ability, he was acquitted 
of the charge of treason. His subsequent earcer was obscure, 
and he died in 1836. Had his scheme succeeded, it would be 
interesting to know what effect it would have had on the north- 
western territory. The battle of the Thames was fought October 
6th, 1813. Tt etleetually closed hostilities in the north-west, 
although peace was not restored until July 22d, 1814, when a 
treaty way made at Greenville, by General Harrison, between 
the United States and the Indian tribes. On the 24th of De- 
eember, the treaty of Ghent was signed by the representatives 
of England and the United States. This treaty was followed 
the next year by treaties with various Indian tribes throughout 
the north-west, aud quiet was again restored. 


PRESENT CONDITION OF THE NORTH-WEST. 


Tn the former chapters we have traecd briefly the diseoyeries, 
settlements, wars, and most important events which have oceurred 
in the large area of country denominated the north west, and we 
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now turn to the contemplation of its growth and prosperity. Its 
people are amoung the most intelligent and enterprising in the 
Union. The population is steadily inereasing, the arts and 
sciences are gaining a stronger foothold, the trade arca of the 
region is becoming daily more extended, and we have been 
largely exempt from the financial calamities which have nearly 
wrecked communities on the sea-board, dependent wholly on 
foreign commerce or domestic manufacture. Agriculture is the 
leading feature in our industries, This vast domain has a sort 
of natural geographical border, save where it melts away to the 
southward in the eattle-raising districts of the south-west. The 
leading interests will be the growth of the food of the world, in 
which branch it has already ontstripped all competitors, and 
our great rival will be the fertile fields of Kansas, Nebraska, 
Colorado, Texas and New Mexico. 

To attempt to give statistics of grain produetions for 1880 
would require more space than our werk would permit of. 
Manufacturing has now attained in the chief cities a foothold 
that bids fair to render the north-west indepeudent of the outside 
world. Nearly our whole region has a distribution of coal mea- 
sure which will in time support the manufactures necessary to 
eur comfort and prosperity. As to transportation, the chief 
factor in the production of all articles exeept food, no section is 
so magnificently endowed, and our facilities are yearly increasing 
beyond those of any other region. 

The principal trade and manufacturing centres of the great 
north-west are Chicago, St. Louis, Cincinnati, Indianapolis, De- 
troit, Cleveland and Toledo, with any number of minor cities 
and towns doing » large and growing business. The int lligeuce 
and enterprise of its people; the great wealth of its soil and 
minerals ; its vast inland seas and navigable rivers; its magnifi- 
cent railroad system; its patriotism and Jove of country will 
render it ever loyal in the future asin the past. The people of 
the Mississippi Valley are the keystone of the national nnion 
and uational prosperity. 


CUA PW Ty ii, 
BRIEF HISTORICAL SKETCH OF ILLINOIS. 


Tis necessary to treat the history of this great State 
bricfly. And first we divect attention to the dis- 
covery and exploration of the Mississy) pi. Hernando 
De Seto, cutting his way through the wilderness from 

Florida, had discovered the Mississippi in the year 1542. Wasted 

with disease and privation, he only reached the stream to die 

upon its banks, and the remains of the ambitious and iron-willed 

Spaniard found a fitting resting-place beneath the waters of the 

great river. The chief incitement to Spanish discoveries in 

Ameriea was a thirst for gold and treasure. The discovery and 

settlement of the Mississippi Valley on the part of the French 

must, on the other hand, be ascribed to religious zeal. Jesuit 
missionaries, from the French settlements on the St. Lawrence, 
early penetrated to the region of Lake Huron, Ht was from the 

tribes of Indians living in the West, that intelligence came of a 

noble river flowing south. Marquette, who had visited the Chip- 

pewas in 1668, and established the mission of St. Mary, now the 
oldest settlement within the present commonwealth of Michigan, 
formed the purpose of its exploration. 
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In company with Jolict, a fur-trader of Quebec, who had been 
designated by M. Talon, Intendent of Canada, as chieftain of the 
exploring party, and five French voyageurs, Marquette, on the 
10th of June, 1673, set out on the expedition. Crossing the 
watershed dividing the Fox from the Wisconsin rivers, their 
two canoes were soon launched on the waters of the latter. 
Seven days after, on the 17th of June, they joyfully entered the 
broad current of the Mississippi. Stopping six days on the 
western bank, near the mouth of the Des Moines River, to enjoy 
the hospitalities of the Hlinois Indians, the voyage was resunied, 
and after passing the perpendicular rocks above Alton, on whose 
lofty limestone front are painted frightful representations of 
mousters, they suddenly came upon the mouth of the Missouri, 
known by its Algonquin name of Pekitanoni, whose swift and 
turhid current threatened to engulf their frail canoes. The site 
of St. Louis was an unbroken forest, and further down, the 
fertile plain bordering the river reposed in peaceful solitude, as, 
early in July, the adventurers glided past it. They continued 
their voyage to a point some distance below the mouth of the 
Arkansas, and then retraced their course up the river, arriving 
at their Jesuit Mission at the head of Green Bay, late in Sep- 
tember. 

Robert, Cavalier de La Salle, whose illustrious name is more 
intimately connected with the exploration of the Mississippi than 
that of any other, was the next to descend the river, in the early 
part of the year 1682. At its month he erected a column, and 
decorating it with the arms of France, placed upon it the follow- 
ing inscription: 


LOUIS LE GRAND, ROI DE FRANCE ET DE NAVARRE, REGNC; 
LE NEUVIEME AVRIL, 1682. 


Thus France, by right of discovery, lay claim to the Missis- 
sippi Valley, the fairest portion of the globe, an empire in extent, 
stretching from the Gulf to the Lakes, and from the farthest 
sources of the Ohio to where the head waters of the Missouri are 
lost in the wild solitudes cf the Rocky Mountains. La Salle 
bestowed upon the territory the name of Louisiana, in honor of 
the King of France, Louis XIY. 

The assertion has been made that on La Salle’s return up the 
river, in the summer of 1682, a portion of the party were left 
behind, who founded the villages of Kaskaskia and Cahokia, but 
the statement rests on no substantial foundation. 


THE FIRST SETTLEMENTS IN ILLINOIS. 


The gentle and pious Marquette, devoted to his purpose of 
carrying the gospel to the Indians, had established a mission 
among the IIlinois, in 1675, at their principal town on the river 
which still bears their name. This was at the present town of 
Utica, in La Salle County. In the presence of the whole tribe, 
by whom, it is recorded, he was received as a celestial visitor, he 
displayed the sacred pictures of the Virgin Mary, raised an alter, 
and said mass, On Easter Sunday, after celebrating the mystery 
of the Eucharist, he took possession of the land in the name of 
the Saviour of the world, and founded the “ Mission of the Im- 
maculate Conception.’ The town was called Kaskaskia, a name 
afterwards transferred to another locality. 

La Salle, while making preparations to descend the Missis- 
sippi, built a fort, on the IHinois River, below the Lake of Peoria, 
in February, 1680, and in commemoration of his misfortunes, 


bestowed upon it the name of Creveewur, “ broken-hearted.” 
Traces of its embankments are yet discernible. This was the 
first military occupation of Illinois. There is no evidence, how- 
ever, that settlement was begun there at that early date. 

On La Salle’s return from this exploration of the Mississippi, 
in 1652, he fortified “Starved Rock,” whose military advantages 
had previously attracted his attention. From its summit, which 
rises 125 feet above the waters of the river, the valley of the 
Illinois speeds out before the eye in a landscape of rarest beauty. 
From three sides it is inaccessible. This stronghold received the 
name of the Fort of St. Louis. Twenty thousand allied Indians 
gathered around it on the fertile plains. The fort seems to have 
been abandoned soon after the year 1700, 

Mar«uette’s mission (1675), Crevecwur (1680), and the Fort 
of St. Louis (1682), embrace, so far, all the attempts made 
toward c¢ffecting anything like a permanent settlement in the 
Illinois country. Of the second few traces remain. <A Jine of 
fortifications may be faintly traced, and that is all. The seed of 
civilization planted by the Jesuit, Marquette, among the Illinois 
Indians, was destined to produce more enduring fruit. It was 
the germ of Kaskaskia, during the succeeding years of the 
French ocecupation—the mictropolis of the Mississippi Valley. 
The southern Kaskaskia is merely the northern one transplauted. 
The Mission of the Immaculate Conception is the same. 


FOUNDING: OF KASKASKIA. 


On the death of Marquette, he was suceccded by Alloticz, and 
he by Father Gravier, who respectively had charge of the Mis- 
Gravier is said to have been the first 
to reduce the principles of the Illinois language to rules. It was 


sion on the ]}Hnois River. 


also he who succeeded in transferring Marquetie’s Mission from 
the bauks of the I]inois south to the spot where stands the 
modern town of Kaskaskia, and where it was destined to endure. 
The exact date is not known, but the removal was accomplished 
some time prior to the year 1690, though probably not earlier 
than 1685. 

Father Gravier was subsequently recalled to Mackinaw, and 
his place was supplied by Bineteau and Pinet. Pinet proved an 
eloquent and successfu] minister, and his chapel was often in- 
sufficient to hold the crowds of savages who gathered to hear his 
words. Bineteau met with a fate similar to that which befell 
many another devoted priest in his heroic labors for the conyer- 
sion of the savages. He accompanied the Kaskaskias on one of 
their annual hunts to the upper Mississippi, that his pastoral 
relations might not suffer intermission. Iis frame was poorly 
fitted to stand the exposure. Parched by day on the burning 
prairie, chilled by heavy dews at night, now panting with thirst 
and again aching with cold, he at length fell a victim to a vio- 
lent fever, and “left his bones on the wilderness range of the 
buffaloes.’ Pinet shortly after followed his comrade. 

Father Gabriel Morrest had previously arrived at Kaskaskia. 
Ile was a Jesuit. He had carried the emblem of his faith to the 
frozen regions of Hudson’s Bay, and had been taken prisoner by 
the Englizh, and upon his liberation returned to America, and 
joined the Kaskaskia Mission, After the deaths of Bineteau 
and Pinet, he had sole charge until joined by Father Mermet 
shortly after the opening of the eighteenth century. 

The devotion and piety of Mermet fully equalled those of his 


companion. He ha} as-isted in collecting a village of Indians 
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and Canadians, and had thus founded the first French port on 
the Ohio, or, as the Juwer part of the river was then called, the 
Wabash. At the Kaskaskia Mission his gentle virtues and fervid 
eloquence sesm not to have been without their influence. “At 
early dawn his pupils came to church dressed neatly and 
modestly, each in a large deer-skin, or in a robe stitched together 
from several skins. After receiving lessons they chanted canti- 
eles ; mass was then said in presence of all the Christians in the 
place, the French and the conyerts—the women on one side and 
the men on the other, From prayer and instruction the mission- 
aries proceed to visit the sick and administer medicine, and their 
skill as physicians did more than all the rest to win confidence. 
In the afternoon the catechism was tanght in the presence of the 
young and the old, when every one, withont distinction of rank 
or age, answered the questions of the missionary, At evening 
al] would assemble at the chapel for instruction, for prayer, and 
to chant the hymns of the church. On Sundays and festivals, 
even after yespers, a homily was pronounced ; at the close of the 
day parties would meet in houses to recite the chaplet in alter- 
nate choirs, and sing psalms until late at night. These psalms 
were often homilies with words set to familiar tunes. Saturday 
and Sunday were days appointed fur confession and communion, 
and every convert confessed once in a fortuizht. The success of 
the mission was such that marriages of French immigrants were 
sometimes solemnized with the daughters of the Hlinois accord- 
ing to the rites of the Catholic Church. The occupation of the 
country was a cantonment of Europeans among the native pro- 
prictors of the forests and the prairies.* A court of law was 
uukuown for nearly a century, and up to the time of Boisbriant 
there was no Joeal government. The priests possessed the entire 
confidence of the community, and their authority happily settled, 
without the tardy delays and vexations of the courts, the minor 
difficulties which threatened the peace of the settlement. Of the 
families which formed part of the Freuch population in the early 
history of Kaskaskia, there is some uncertainty. There is, how- 
ever, authority for believing that the following were among the 
principal settlers: Bazy] La Chapelle, Michael Derouse (called 
St. Pierre), Jean Baptiste St. Gemme Beauvais, Baptiste Mon- 
treal, Boucher de Muvuntbrun, Charles Danie, Francois Charles- 
ville, Antoine Bienvenu, Lonis Bruyat, Alexis Doza, Joseph 
Paget, Prix Pagi, Michael Antoyen, Langlois De Lisle, La 
Derroutte and Noval. 


AS PART OF LOUISIANA. 


The settlements of Illinois had been a separate dependency of 
Canada. In 1711, together with the settlements on the Lower 
Mississippi, which had been founded by D'Iberville and Bien- 
ville, they becamevunited in a single province under the name of 
Louisiana, with the capital at Mobile. 

The exclusive control of the commerce of this region, whose 
boundless resources, it was believed, were to enrich France, 
was granted to Anthony Crozat,a merehant of great wealth. 
“We permit him,” says the king in his letters patent, “to 


search, open, and dig all mines, veins, minerals, precious stones” 


and pearls, and to transport the proceeds thereof into any part of 
France for fifteen years.’ La Motte Cadillac, who had now 
become royal Governor of Louisiana, was his partner. Uopes 
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of obtaining great quantities of gold and silver animated the 
proprictors, as well as agitated France. Two pieces of’ silver 
ore, left at Kaskaskia by a traveler from Mexico, were exhibited 
to Cadillac as the produce of a mine in Illinois. Elated by this 
prospect of wealth, the Governor hurried up the river to find 
his anticipations fade away in disappointment. Iron ore and the 
purest lead were discovered in large quantities in Missouri, but 
of gold, and silver, aud precious stones not a trace was found. 
After Crozat had expended 425,000 livres, and realized only 
300,009, he, in 1717, petitioned the king for the revocation of 
his charter. The white population had slowly increased; and 
at the time of his departure it was estimated that the families 
comprising the Mlinois settlements, now including those on the 
Wabash, numbered three hundred and twenty souls. 

The commerce of Louisiana was next transferred to the 
Mississippi Company, iustituted under the auspices of’ the notori- 
ous John Law. The wild excitement and visionary schemes 
which agitated France during Law’s connection with the Com- 
pany of the West, and while at the head of the Bink of France, 
form the most enrious chapter in the annals of commercial 
speculations. These delusive dreams of wealth were based 
mainly upon the reports of the fabulous riches of the Mississippi 
Valley. Attempts to colonize the country were conducted with 
careiess prodigality. Three ships Janded eight hundred emi- 
grants iv August, 1718, near Mobile, whence they were to make 
their way overland to the Mississippi. Bienville, on the banks 
of that river, had already selected the spot for the Capital of the 
new Empire, which, after the Regent of France, was named New 
Orleans. From among the emigrants, eighty convicts from the 
prisons of France were sent to clear away the coppices which 
thickly studded the site. Three years after, in 1721, the place 
was yet a wilderness, overgrown with canebrakes, among which 
two hundred persons had encamped. 

Phillip Renault was created Director-Gencral of the mines of 
the new country, and an expedition was organized to work them, 
Renault left Franee, in 1719, with two hundred mechanics and 
laborers. Touching at San Domingo, he bought five hundred 
negro slayes for working the mines. On rcaching the Mississippi, 
he sailed to Illinois, the region in which gold and silver were 
supposed to abound. A few miles from Kaskaskia, in what is 
now the south-west corner ot Monroe County, was the seat of his 
The village which he founded received the name of St. 
Phillip’s. From this point various expeditions were sent out in 
search of the precious metals. Drewry’s Creek, in Jackson 
County, was explored; St. Mary's, iu Randolph; Silver Creek, 
in Monroe; and various parts of St. Clair County, and other 
districts of Illinois. On Silver Creek, tradition has it that con- 
siderable quantities of silver were discovered and sent to France, 
aud from this the stream has its name. By the retrocession of 
the territory to the crown, Renault was left to prosecute the 
Ilis operations proved a 


colony. 


business of mining without means. 
disastrous failure. 


FORT CHARTRES. 


Meanwhile war had sprung up between France and Spain, 
and to protect the Illinois settlements from incursions of Spanish 
cavalry across the Great Desert, it was thought advisable to 
establish a fort in the neighborhood of Kaskaskia. A Spanish 


expedition had, indeed, been fitted out at Sauta Fe, but their 
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guides, leading it by mistake to the Missouri Indians, instead of 
the Osages, enemies instead of friends, the whole party was 
massacred, with the exception of a priest who escaped to relate 
the fate of his unfortunate comrades. Previous to this La Salle, 
on the occasion of his visit to Paris, had shown the necessity of 
building a chain of forts from Canada to the Gulf, in order to 
secure the territory to the crown of France. In 1720, Boisbriant 
was despatched to Tlinois. He began the building of Fort 
Chartres, long the strongest fortress on the Western Continent, 
and of wide celebrity in the subsequent history of Illinois. 

Fort Chartres stood on the east bank of the Mississippi, 
seventeen miles north-west of Kaskaskia, and between three and 
four miles from the location of the present village of Prairie du 
Rocher. The Company of the West finally built their ware- 
houses here. lu 1721, on the division of Louisiana into seven 
districts, it beeame the headquarters of Loisbriant, the first local 
Governor of Ilinois. Fort Chartres was the seat of the govern- 
ment of Ilinois, not only while the French retained possession 
of the country, but after it passed under English control. When 
the fort was built, it stood about one mile distant from the river. 
In the year 1724 an inundation of the Mississippi washed away 
a portion of bank in front of the fort. 

Captain Philip Pitman visited Hlnois in 1765. Ite was an 
engineer in the British army, and was sent to Ihnois to make a 
survey of the forts, and report the condition of the scountry, 
which had recently passed under British control. Le published 
in London, in 1770, a work entitled, ‘The present State of the 
European Settlements on the Mississippi,’”? tu which he gives an 
accurate description of Fort Chartres: 

“Port Chartres, when it belonged t» France, was the seat of 
the government of the Illinois. The headquarters of the lng- 
lish commanding officer is now here, who, in fact, is the arbitrary 
governor of the country. The fort is an irregular quadrangle. 
The sides of the exterior polygon are four hundred and ninety 
fect. It is built of stane, and plastered over, and is only de- 
signed for defence against the Indians. The walls are two feet 
two inches thick, and are pierced with loopholes at*regular dis- 
tanees, and with two port-holes fur cannou in the facies, and two 
in the flanks of each bastion. The ditch has never been finished. 
The entrance to the fort is through a very handsome rustic gate. 
Within the walls is a banquette raised three feet, for the men to 
stand on when they fire through the loopholes. The buildings 
within the fort are, a commandant’s and acommissary's house, the 
magazine of stores, corps de garde, and two barracks. These 
ececupy the square. Within the gorges of the bastion are a 
powder-magazine, a bake-house, and a prison, in the floor of 
which are four dungeons, and ia the upper, two rooms and an 
out-house belonging to the commandant. The commandant’s 
house is thirty-two yards long and teu broad, and contains a 
kitchen, a dining room, a bed-chamber, one small room, five 
closets fur servants, and a cellar. The commissary’s house is 
built on the same line as this, and its proportion and the distri- 
bution of its apartments are the same. Opposite these are the 
store-house, and the guard-house, each thirty yards long and 
eight broad. The former consists of two large store-rooms, 
(under which is a large vaulted cellar), a large room, a_bed- 
chamber, and a closet for the storekeeper. The latter of a sol- 
diers’ and officers’ guard-room, a chapel, a bed-chamber, a closet 
for the chaplain, and an artillery store-room. The lines of bar- 


racks have never been finished. They at present cousist of two 
rooms cach for officers, and three fur soldiers. They are each 
twenty-five feet square, and have betwixt a small passage.” 

Such was Fort Chartres, believed at the time to be the most 
convenient and best-built stronghold in North America! Just 
before the French surrender, forty families lived in the neighbor- 
ing village, in which stood a parish church, under the care of a 
Franciscan friar, aud dedicated to St. Anne. At the time of the 
surrender to the English, all, with the exception of three or four 
families, abandoned their homes, and removed to the west bank 
of the Mis-issippi, preferring the government of La Belle France 
to the hated English rule, ignorant that by secret treaty the ter- 
ritory west of the Mississippi had been ceded to Spain, even he- 
fore the transfer of the region eastward was made to the 
English. 

But the glory of the old fortress soon departed! In 1756 
nearly half a mile intervened between Fort Chartres and the 
bank of the Mississippi. A sand bar, however, was forming 
opposite, to which the river was furdable. Ten years later the 
eurrent had cut the bank away to within eighty yards of the 
fort. The sand-bar had become an island, covered with a thick 
growth of cottonwoods. The channel between it and the eastern 
bank was forty feet in depth. In the great freshet six years 
after, in 1772, in whieh the American Bottom was inundated, 
the west walls and two of the bastions were swept away in the 
flood. It was abandoned by the British garrison, which took up 
its quarters in Fort Gage, on the bluff opposite Kaskaskia, 
which then became the seat of government. From this date its 
demolition proceeded rapidly. 1n 1820 the south-east angle was 
still remaining. Only vestiges of the old Fortress can now he 
traced. Much of the stone was carried away, and nsed for 
building purposes elsewhere. Trees of stately growth cover the 
foundation>. The river has retreated to its original channel, and 
is now a mile distant from the ruins. A growth of timber covers 
the intervening land, where less than a century ago swept the 
mighty current of the Father of Waters. 


UNDER FRENCH RULE. 


During the few ycars immediately succeeding the completion 
of Fort Chartres, prosperity prevailed in the settlements between 
the Kaskaskia and the Mississippi rivers. Prairie du Rocher, 
founded about the ycar 1722, received cousidcrable accessions to 
its population. Among ihe earhest French settlers to make 
their homes here were Etienne Langlois, Jean Daptiste Blais, 
Jean Baptiste Barbeau, Antoine Louvier, and the La Compte 
and other families, whose descendants are still found in that 
locality. New settlements sprang up, and the older ones in- 
ereased in population. At Kaskaskia, the Jesuits established a 
monastery, and founded a college. In 1725 the village became 


an incorporated town, and the king, Louis NV., granted the in- 
habitants a commons. 


The Bottom land, extending upward 
along the Mississippi, ‘unsurpassed for the richness of its soil, 
was in the process of being rapidly settled by the larger number 
of new arrivals in the colony. Fort Chartres, the seat of gov- 
ernment and the headquarters of the commandment of Upper 
Louisiana, attracted a wealthy, and for Hlinois, a fashionable 
population. 

After having been fourtecu vears under the government of the 
Western Company, in April, 1752, the Wing issued a proclama- 
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tion hy which Louisiana was declared free to all his subjects, and 
all restrictions on commerce were removed. At this time many 
flourishing settlements had sprung up in 1linois, centering about 
Ixaskaskia, and the inhabitants were said to be more exclu- 
sively devoted to agriculture than in any other of the French 
settlements in the West. 

M. D'Artaguette, in 1732, became commandant of Fort Char- 
tres, and Governor of Upper Louisiana. Between New Orleans 
and Kaskaskia the country was yet a wilderness. Communica- 
tion hy way of the Mississippi was interrupted by the Chieka- 
saws, allies of the English and enemies of France, whose cedar 
harks shouting boldly out into the current of the Mississippi, 
eut olf the connection between the two colonies. It was in an 
attempt to subdue these that M. D'Artaguette, the commandant, 
lost his lite. An officer arrived at Fort Chartres from M. Prer- 
ricr, Governor-General at New Orleans, in the year 1756, sum- 
mouing M. D'Artaguette, with his French soldiers, and all the 
Indians whoni he could induce to join him, to unite In an expe- 
dition against the enemy. With an army of fifty Frenchmen, and 
more than one thousand Indians accompanied by Father Senat and 
the gallant Vincennes, commandant of the post on the Wabash, 
where now stands the city bearing his name, D'Artaguette stole 
cautiously in the Chickasaw country. His Indian allies were 
impatient, and the commander consented, against his better 
judgment, to an immediate attack. One fort was carried—an- 
other—and then in making the assault on the third, the young 
and intrepid D'Artaguette fell at the head of his forees, pierced 
with wounds. The Indian allies made this reverse the signal for 
their flight. The Jesuit Senat might have Hed, Vincennes might 
have saved his life, but both preierred to share the fate of their 
leader. The captives afterward met death at the stake under 
the slow torments of fire. 

La Buissoniere succeeded as commandant at Fort Chartres. 
In 1739 a second expedition was undertaken against the Chicka- 
saw country. La Buissoniere joined Bienville, then Governor- 
General of Louisiana, with a foree of two hundred Frenehmen 
and three hundred Indians. The whole force under Bienyille 
was twelve hundred French and fiye hundred Indians and 
negroes. Ifis men suffered greatly from malarial fevers and 
famine, and returned the following spring without conquering the 
Chickasaws, with whom afterward, however, amicable relations 
were established. 

The period from 1740 to 1750 was one of great prosperity for 
the colonies, Cotton was introdueed and cultivated. Regular 
cargoes of pork, flour, baeon, tallow, hides and leather, were 
floated down the Mississippi, and exported thenee to France. 
French emigrants poured rapidly into the settlements. Cana- 
dians exchanged the cold rigors of their climate for the sunny 
atmosphere and rich soil of the new country, Peace and plenty 
blessed the settlements. 

La Buissonicre was followed, in 1750, by Chevalier Macarty 
as Governor of Upper Louisiana, and Commandant of Fort 
Chartres. Peace was soon to be broken. The French and 
English war, which termioated in 1759 with the defeat of Mont- 
calm on the plains of Abraham, and the capture of Quebec, 
hegan with a struggle for the territory on the Upper Ohio. Fort 
(Chartres was the depot of supplies and the place of rendezvous 
for the united forces of Louisiana, and several expeditions were 
fitted out and dispatched to the scene of conflict on the border 


between the French and English settlements. But Franee was 
vanquished in the struggle, and its result deprived her of her 
prineely possessions east of the Mississippi. 


CHARACTER OF THE EARLY FRENCIL SETTLERS. 


The carly French inhahitants were well adapted by their pe- 
culiar traits of character lor intercourse with their savage neigh- 
bors of the forest, with whom they lived on terms of peace and 
friendship. For this reason, the French colonists almost entirely 
escaped the Indian hostilities hy which the English settlements 
were repressed and weakened. The freest communication ex- 
isted between the two races. They stood on a footing of equal- 
ity. The Indian was cordially reeeived in the French village, 
and the Frenchman found a safe resting-place in the lodge of 
the savage. In scenes of social pleasure, in expeditions to remote 
rivers and distant forests, in the ceremonies and exereises of the 
ehurch, the red men were treated as brothers, and the accident of 
race and color was made as little a mark of distinction as pos- 
sible. Frequent intermarriages of the French with the Indians 
strongly cemented this union. For nearly a hundred years the 
French colonists enjoyed continual peace, while the English set- 
tlements on the Atlantic coast were in a state of almost constant 
danger from savage depredations, 

It was doubtless greatly owing to the peculiar facility with 
which the French temperament adapted itself to surroundings, 
and the natural address with which Frenchmen ingratiated 
themselves in the favor of the savages, that this happy condition 
of affairs existed. But something must be ascribed to the differ- 
ence of character between the French and English in regard to 
their aggressiveness. The English colonists excited the jealousy 
and fear of the Indians by their rapid ocenpation of the country. 
New settlements were constantly being projected, and the white 
population pushed farther and farther into the wilderness. 
When the Indians saw their favorite haunts broken up, and their 
hunting grounds invaded, a natural feeling of distrust and jeal- 
ousy led them to warfare against the English. With the French 
it was different. There was but little disposition to found new 
settlements, or occupy the wilderness. They were essentially a 
social people, and the solitary life of a pioneer in the forest was 
repugnant to their disposition. They lived in compact villages. 
Their houses were in close proximity. With abundant room for 
spacious streets, they yet made them so narrow that the merry 
villagers could converse with ease across the street, each from 
his own cottage. Hunting was a favorite pursuit, and the chief 
means of support. With this mode of life the French were con- 
tent. Ambition failed to incite them to conquer the wilderness, 
and push their settlements to unknown regions, and avarice was 
wanting to lead them to grasp after great possessions. The de- 
velopment of the “territorial paradise,” as La Salle had called 
the region through which he passed on his first voyage down the 
Mississippi, was to be aceomplished by another race. 


A POSSESSION OF GREAT BRITALN. 

By the treaty of Fountainbleau, 1762, the vast possessions of 
France, east of the Mississippi, with the exception of the island 
of New Orleans, passed under British control. Fort Chartres 
and the other Tllinois posts were surrounded by an impenetrable 
barrier of hostile savages, friends to the Freneh and enemies to 
the English, and the French officers were authorized to retain 
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command until] it was found possible for the English to take pos- 
session. M. Neyon de Villiers was commandant of Fort Char- 
tres, and upon his retiring in 1764, St. Ange d’Bellerive took 
upon himself the duties of that position. It was the time of 
Pontiae’s conspiracy, when the Indian tribes, inflamed hy the 
savage spirit of that warrior, were precipitating themselves on 
the English settlements from Canada to Carolina. The French 
commandant of Fort Chartres was besieged for arms and am- 
munition to be used against the English The French flag was 
still flying over the Fort, and the fact of the territory having 
been ceded to Great Britain was not generally known except to 
those in authority. The commandaut was visited hy embassies 
from the Ilinois, the Delawares, Shawnees and Miamis, and 
finally Pontiac himself, at the head of four hundred warriors, 
entered the council hall. St. Ange d'Bellerive, unable to fur- 
nish arms, offered instead his guod will. The reply was received 
with dissatisfaction. The Indians pitched their lodges abont the 
Fort, and for a time an attack was seriously apprehended. 
Finally Pontiac dispatched a chosen band of warriors to New 
Orleans to obtain from the Governor there the assistance St. 
Ange refused to grant. 

Pontiac was killed a few years after. Disappointed by the 
failure of his plans against the English, he retired to the solitude 
of the forests. In the year 1769, he suddenly made his appear- 
ance in the neighborhood of St. Louis. Arrayed in the French 
uniform given him by the Marquis Montcalm a short time pre- 
vious to the latter's death on the Plains of Abraham, he visited St. 
Ange d'Bellerive, who at that time had removed from Fort 
Chartres to St. Louis, where he had become one of the principal 
inhabitants aud commandant of the Spanish garrison. While at 
St. Louis, he crossed the Mississippi to attend a social gather- 
ing of Indians at Cahokia. Becoming intoxicated he started to 
the neighboring woods, when an Indian of the Kaskaskia tribe, 
bribed by an English trader with a barrel of whiskey, stule up 
behind him and buried atomahawk in the brain of the renowned 
warrior. St. Ange procured the body, and buried it with all the 
honors of war near the fort under his command in St. Louis. 
The tramp of a great city now sweeps over his grave. 

Two attempts, on the part of the English, to take possession of 
Mlinois and Fort Chartres, had been made by way of the Missis 
sippi, but hostile Indians on the banks of the river had driven 
back the expeditions. Meantime a hundred Highlanders of the 
Forty-second Regiment, those veterans “ whose battle ery had 
echoed over the bloodiest fields of America,” had Jeft Fort Pitt, 
now Pittsburg, and descending the Ohio, appeared before Fort 
Chartres while the forests were yet rich with the varicd hues of 
autumn. St. Ange yielded up the citadel. It was on the tenth 
day of October, 1765, that the ensign of France on the ram- 
parts of the Fort gave place to the flag of Great Britain. as- 
kaskia had now been founded more than three-fourths of a 
century. 

On the surrender of Fort Chartres, St. Ange with his garrison 
of twenty-one soldiers retired from the country, and became 
commandant at St. Louis, an infant settlement just founded. A 
large number of the French residents of Kaskaskia and other sct- 
tlements refused to live under English rule. Many of the wealth- 
iest families left the country ; some removed across the Mississip- 
pi, to the small village of Ste. Genevieve, under the impression 
that on the west bank of the Mississippi they would still find a 


home under the government of France, while in truth that ter. 
ritory had been ceded to Spain by a seeret treaty in 1762. 
Others jeined in founding the city of St. Louis. The French 
settlements in T]linois, at a period immediately preceding this 
date, were at the zenith of their prosperity. From that day the 
French inhabitants have declined in numbers and influence. In 
1765, the population of the Ilinois settlements was computed as 
follows: White men able to bear arms, seven hundred; white 
women, five hundred; white children, eight hundred and fifty ; 
negroes, nine hundred; total, two thousand nine hundred and 
fifty. One-third of the whites, and a still larger proportion of 
the blacks, removed on the British taking possession. A popu- 
lation of less than two thousand remained. Few English, or 
Americans, with the exception of the British troops, were in the 
country. 

Captain Stirling, who now had command of the Fort, issued a 
proclamation guaranteeing the inhabitants the liberty of the 
Catholic faith, permission to retire from the country, and enjoy- 
ment of their full rights and privileges, only requiring an oath 
of fidelity and obedience to His Majesty, the English King. 
Captain Stirling died some three months after his arrival. In 
the period that elapsed before the coming of his suecessor, St. 
Ange d'Bellerive returned from St. Louis, and discharged the 
sluties of commandant. Major Frazier, from Fort Pitt, exercised 
for a time an arbitrary power, and his successor, Col. Reed, 
proved still worse. IIe held the office eighteen months, and 
during that time aroused the hatred of the settlements by his 
oppressive measures. Lieutenant Colonel Wilkins assumed com- 
mand in 1768, 

Captain Pitman, to whose book on “ The Present State of the 
European Settlements on the Mississippi” reference has already 
been made, gives the following description of Kaskaskia, as it 
appeared in 1766: 

The village of Notre Dame de Cascasquias is by far the most 
considerable scttlement in the country of the Iinois, as well 
from its number of inhabitants as from its advantageous situa- 
tion. 

“Mons. Paget was the first who introduced water mills in this 
country, and he constructed a very fine one on the river Cascas- 
quias, which was both fur grinding corn and sawing hoards. Tt 
lies about one mile from the village. The mill proved fatal to 
him, being killed as he was working it, with two negroes, by ¢ 
party of Cherokees, in the year 1764. 

“The principal buildings are the church and the Jesuits’ 
house, which has a small chapel adjoining it; these, as well as 
some of the other houses in the village, are built of stone, and, 
considering this part of the world, make a very good appearance. 
The Jesuits’ plantation consisted of 240 arpents (an arpent is 
$5-100 of an acre) of cultivated land, a very good stock of’ cat- 
tle, and a brewery which was sold by the French commandant, 
after the country was ceded to the English, for the crown, in 
consequence of the suppression of the order. 

“Mons. Beauvais was the purchaser, who is the richest of the 
English subjects in this country ; he keeps eighty slaves; he 
furnishes 86,000 weight of flour to the King’s magazine, which 
was only part of the harvest he reaped in one year. Sixty tive 
families reside in this village, besides merchants, other casual 
people, and slaves. The fort which was burnt down in October, 
1766, stood on the summit of a high rock opposite the village 
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and of the opposite side of the river, It was an oblong quad- 
rangle, of which the extreme polygon measured 290 by 251 teet. 
It was built of very thick square timber, and doye-tailed at the 
An officer and twenty soldiers are quartered in the vil- 
lage. The officer governs the inhabitants under the direction of 
the commandant at Port Chartres. [ere are also two companies 


angles. 


of niilitia.” 

Of Prairie du Rocher, Pitman writes that “it is a small village, 
consisting of twenty-two dwelling-houses, all of which are inhab- 
IIcre is a little chapel, formerly a 
The inhabitants 


ited by as many families. 
chapel of case to the church at Fort Chartres. 
are very industrious, and raise a great deal of eorn and eyery 
kind of stock. The village is two miles from Fort Chartres. It 
takes its name from its situation, being built under a rock that 
runs parallel with the Mississippi river ata Jeague distanee, for 
forty miles up. Ilcere is a eompany of militia, the captain of 
which regulates the police of the village.” 

Tn describing the distance from Fort Chartres, the author, 
doubtless, refers to Little Village, which was a mile or more 
The writer goes on to describe 


nearer than Prairie du Nocher. 
“Saint Philippe’ as a “small village about five miles from Fort 
Chartres on the road to Kaoquias. There are about sixteen 
houses and a small church standing; all of the inhabitants, 
exeept the captain of the militia, deserted in 1765, and went to 
the French side (Missouri.) The eaptain of the militia has 
about tweuty slaves, a good stock of eattle, and a water mill for 
eorm and planks, The village stands on a very fine meadow 
about one mile from the Mississippi. 

From the same authority we Icarn that the soil of the eountry 
is in gencral rich and Juxuriant. It was favorably adapted to 
the production of all kinds of European grains, which grew side 
hy side with hops, hemp, flax, cotton and tobacco, Luropean 
fruits arrived to great perfection, Of the wild grapes a wine 
was made, very inebriating, and in color and taste much like 
the red wine of Provence. In ihe late wars, New Orleans anid 
the lower parts of Louisiana were supplicd with flour, beef, 
wines, hams, and other provisions, from this country. At pre- 
sent, Its eonmeree is mostly coufined to the peltry and furs 
which are got in traffic from the Indians; for which are reecived 
in turn such European commodities as are necessary to carry on 
that commerce and the support of its inhabitants,” 


CONQUEST BY CLARKE, 


On the breaking out of the War of the Revolution, it is pro- 
bable that the British garrison (removed in L772 from Fort. 
Chartres to Fort Gage, opposite Kaskaskia,) had been with- 
drawn. Ll linois was reniote trom the theatre of action, and the 
colonists were little disturbed ly the rumors of war which canie 
from the Atlantie coast. The French inhabitants were rather in 
sympathy with the Americans than the English, but probably 
understood little the nature of the struggle. linvis belonged 
to the jurisdiction of Virginia. George Rogers Clarke, who 
visited Kentucky in 1775, seems to have been the first to eom- 


prehend the advantages which would result from the oecupation 
of HWhnois by the Aucrieans. Ie visited Virginia, where he 
Jaid his plans before Patrick Henry, the Governor of the State. 
Clarke received his instructions, January, 1778, and the follow- 
ing month set out for Pittsbure. lis instructions were to raise 
seven companies of neu, bat he eould only sueeced in enlisting 
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four, commanded by Captains Montgomery, Bowman, Helm, 
and Harrod. On Corn Island, opposite Louisville, on the Ohio, 
Clarke announved his destination to the men. At the mouth of 
the Tennessee, a man named John Duff was enconntered, with a 
party of hanters, who had recently visited Kaskaskia, and also 
brought the intelligence that one Roehcblave, a French Caua- 
dian, was in command at that point, that he kept the militia well 
drilled, and that sentinels were posted to watch for the “Long 
Knives,” as the Virginians were called, of whom the inhabitarts 
were in terror, Securing his boats near Fort Massacre (or 
Massac,) Clarke undertook the journey across the conntry, one 
hundred and twenty miles, to Kaskaskia. It was aecomplished 
with difficulty, On the aftcrnoon of the fourth of July, 1778, 
the exhausted band of Invaders came to the vicinity of Kaskas- 
kia, and concealed themselves in the hills to the cast of the town 
A‘ter dark Clarke proceeded to the old ferry-honse, three-fourths 
of a mile above the village, and at midnight addressed his troops 
on the banks of the river. He divided his force into three 
parties. Two were to eross to the west side of the river, and 
enter the town from different quarters. The third, under the 
direetion of Clarke himself, was to capture the fort on the east 
side. JSaskaskia at that time was a village of abont two hun- 
dred anid fifty houses. The British eommander last in charge 
had instilled in the minds of the people the impression that the 
Virginians, otherwise the “ Long Knives,” were a ferocious band 
of murderers, plundering honses, slaughicring women and chil; 
dren, and committing acts of the greatest atrocity. Clarke 
determined to take advantage of this, and so surprise the inv 
habitants by fear as to iuduce them to submit without resistance. 
Clarke efleeted an eutranee to the fort without difficulty. The 
other partics at a given signal entered Kaskaskia at the opposite 
extremities, and with terrible ontcrics and hidvous noises, aroused 
the terrified inhabitants, who shricked in their alarm, “The 
Long Knives!” “The Long Knives are here!” The panie- 
stricken towusmen delivered up their arms, and the vietory was 
accomplished without the shedding of a drop of blood. M. 
Rocheblave, the British commandant, was uneonscious of the 
presence of the cnemy, till an officer of the detachment entered 
his bed-chamber, and elaimed him asa prisoner. In accordance 
with his original plan of conquering the inhabitants by terror, 
and then afterward winning their regard and gratitude by his 
clemency, Clarke, the next day, withdrew his forees from the 
town, and sternly forbade all eommunication between it aud his 
soldiers, Some of the principal militia officers, citizens of the 
town, were next put in irons. The terror now reached its height. 
The priest, and a deputation of five or six elderly men of the 
village, ealled on Clarke, and humbly requested permission to 
assemble in the church, to take leave of each other and eom- 
mend their future lives to the proteetion of a merciful God, 
sinee they expected to be separated, perhaps never to mect 
again. Clarke gruffly granted the privilege. The whole popula- 
tion convened at the church, and after remaining together a long 
time, the priest and a few others again waited upon the com- 
miander of the American forces, presenting thanks for the 
privilege they had enjoyed, and desiring to know what fate 
swaited them. 

Clarke now determined to lift them from iheir despair, and 
win their gratitude by a show of merey. “What!” said he; 
“do you take ns for savages? Do you think Americans will 
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strip women and ehildren, and take bread from their mouths? 
My countrymen disdain to make war on helpless innocents.” 
He further reminded them that the King of France, their 
former ruler, was an ally of the Americans, and now fighting 
their cause. Tle told them to embrace the side they deemed 
best, and they should be respected in the enjoyment of their 
liberty and the rights of property. 

The revulsion of feeling was complete. The good news spread 
throughout the village. The ehurch-bcll rang a merry peal, and 
the delighted inhabitants gathered at the chapel, where thanks 
were offered to God for their happy and unexpected deliverance: 
The loyalty of the inhabitants was assured, and ever after they 
remained faithful to the American cause. The French inhabi- 
tants of Kaskaskia were readily reconciled to a change of gov- 
ernment. In October, 1778, the Virginia Assembly creeted the 
conquered territory into the County of Hlinois. This County 
embraced all the region north-west of the Ohio, and five large 
states have sinee been formed from it. Colonel Clarke was 
appointed military commander of all the western territory north 
and south of the Ohio, and Colonel John Todd, one of Clarke's 
soldiers, who next to Clarke had been the first man to enter Fort 
Gage, was appointed lieutenant-commandant of Hlinois. In the 
spring of 1779, Colonel Todd visited Kaskaskia, and made 
arrangements for the organization of a temporary government. 
Many of the French inhabitants of Kaskaskia, Prairie du 
Rocher, and the other settlements, readily took the oath of 
allegiance to Virginia. Cvlonel Todd was killed at the famous 
battle of Blue Licks, in Kentucky, August, 1782, and Timothy 


de Montbrun, a Frenchman, succeeded him as eommandant of | 


Illinois County. Of his administration but little is known. 


LAND TENURES. 


The carly french settlers held the possession of their land in 
common. <A traet of land was fixed upon for a Common Ficld, 
in which all the inhabitants were interested. 

Besides the Common Field, another tract of land was laid off 
as the Commons. All the villagers had free access to this as a 
place of pasturage for their stock. From this they also drew 
their supply of fuel. 

Tadividual grants were likewise made. Under the French 
system. the lands were granted without any equivalent eonsidera- 
tion in the way of money, the individuals satisfying the authori- 
tics that the lands were wanted for actual settlement, or for a 
purpose likely to benefit the community. The first grant of 
land, whieh is preserved, is that made to Charles Danie, May 
10th, 1722. The French grants at Kaskaskia extended from 
river to river, and at other places in the Bottom they commonly 
extended from the river to the bluff. Grants of land were made 
for almost all the American Bottom, from the upper limits of 
the Common Field of St. Phillip’s to the lower line of the Kas- 
kaskia Common Field, a distance of nearly thirty miles. 

The British commandants, who assumed the government on 
the cession of the territory by France, exercised the privilege of 
making grants, subject to the approval of his Majesty, the King. 
Colonel Wilkins granted to some merchants of Philadelphia a 
magnificent domain of thirty thousand aeres lying hetween the 
village of Kaskaskia and Prairie du Rocher, much of it already 
covered by Freneh grants previously made. For the better ear- 
rying out their plans, the British officers, and perhaps their 
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grantees, destroyed. to some extent, the reeords of the ancient 
French grants at Kaskaskia, by which the regular claim of titles 
and conveyances was partly broken. This British grant of thirty 
thousand weres, which had been assigned to John Edgar, was 
afterward patented by Governor St. Clair to Edgar and John 
Murray St. Clair, the Governor's son, to whom Edgar had pre- 
viously eonveyed a moicty by deed Although moch fault was 
found with the transaction, a eonfirmation of the grant was 
secured from the United States government. 

When Virginia ceeded Iinois, it was stipulated that the 
French and Canadian inhabitants, and other settlers, who had 
professed allegiance to Virginia, should have their titles eon- 
firmed to them. Congress afterwards authorized the Governor 
to eonfirm the possessions and titles of the French to their lands. 
In aceordance with this agreement, Governor St. Clatr, in 1790, 
issued a proclamation directing the inhabitants to exhibit their 
titles and claims to the lands which they held, in order to be 
eonfirmed in their possession. Where the instruments were 
found to be authentic, orders of survey were issued, the expense 
of which was borne by the parties who claimed ownership. The 
French inhabitants were in such poverty at this time that they 
were really unable to pay the expenses of the surveys, and a 
memorial signed by P. Gibault, the priest at Kaskaskia, and 
eighty-seven others, was presented to Governor St. Clair, praying 
him to petition Conzress for relief in the matter. In 1791, 
Congress directed that four hundred aeres of land should be 
granted to the head of every fimily which had made improve- 
ments in Illinois prior to the year 1758. : 


Before this, in 1788, 
Congress had also dirceted that a donation be given to cach of 
the families then living at either of the villages of Kaskaskia, 
Prairie du Rocher, Cahokia, Fort Chartres, or St. Phillips. 
These were known as “ bead-right ” claims. 

Ai an early date, speeulation beeame aetive in the Jand 
claims of different kinds; bead-rights, improvement rights, mili- 
tia rights, and fraudulent elaims were produced in great nam- 
bers. The French claims were partly uneonfirmed, owing to the 
poverty of that people, and these were forced on the market 
with the others. The official report of the eommissioners at 
Kaskaskia, made in 1810, shows that cight hundred and ninety 
land elaims were rejected as being egal or fraudulent. Three 
hundred and seventy were reported as being supported hy per- 
jury, and a considerable number were furged. There are fourteen 
names given of persons, both English and French, who made it 
a regular business to furnish sworn ecrtificates, professing an 
iutimate knowledge, in every case, of the settlers who had made 
certain improvements upon which claims were predicated and 
when and where they were loeated. A Frenchman, elerk of the 
parish of Prairie du Roeher, “ without property and fond of 
liquor,” after having given some two hundred depositions in 
favor of three land claimant speenlators, © was induced,” in the 
language of the report, “cither by compensation, fear, or the 
impossibility of obtaining absolution ou any other terms, to de- 
clare on oath that the said depositions were false, and that in 
giving them he had a regard for something beyond the truth.” 

The report of the commissioners raised many doubts in regard 
to the validity and propriety of a number of confirmations by 
the Governors, and much dissatisfaction among the elaimants ; 
and in conseyuenec, Cougress, in 1812, passed an aet for the 
revision of these land claims in the Kaskaskia district. The 
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commissioners under this Jaw were Michael Jones, John Cald- 
well and Thomas Sloo. Facts damaging to persons who occu- 
picd) positions of high respeetability in the community, were 
disclosed. They reported that the English claim of thirty thou- 
sand acres confirmed by Governor St, Clair to Johu Edgar and 
the Governor’s son, John Murray St. Clair, was founded ia 
neither law nor equity, that the patent was issued after the 
Governor's power ceased to exist, and the claim ought not to be 
confirmed, Congress, however, confirmed it. 

For a period of several years, emigration was considerably 
retarded by the delay in adjusting land titles. The act of Con- 
gress passed in 1813, granting the right of pre-emption to set- 
tlers, was influential in bringing the public lands into market. 
Emigrants poured into the country, and improvements were 
rapidly made. 


CIVIL ORGANIZATION, 


The history of Illinois has been traced while a possession of 
France, and when under the British government; and the for- 
mation of THinois as a County of Virginia has heen noted. The 
several States afterwards agreed, on the adoption of the Articles 
ot the Confederation, to eede their claims to the western land to 
the General government. Virginia exceuted her deed of cession 
March Ist, 1784. For several years after, there was an imper- 
fect administration of the law in Ulinois. The Freach customs 
partly held force, and atfairs were partly governed by the pro- 
mulgations of the British ecommandants issued from Fort Cbar- 
tres, and by the regulations which had subsequently been issued 
by the Virginia authorities. 

By the ordinance of 1787, all the territory north-west of the 
Ohio not constituted into one district, the laws to he administered 
hy a governor and sceretary, a court was iustituted of three 
judges. A general assembly was provided for, the members to 
he chosen by the people. General Arthur St. Clair was selected 
hy Congress, as Governor of the north-western territory. The 
seat of goverument was at Marietta, Ohio. 

Tu the year 1795, Governor St. Clair divided St. Clair County. 
All south of a line running through the New Design settlement 
(in the present County of Monroe) was ereeted inte the County 
of Randolph. In honor of Edmund Randolph of Virginia, the 
new county received its name. 

Shadrach Bund, afterward the first Governor, was elected from 
Illinois, a member of the Territorial Legislature which convened 
at Cincinnati, in January, 1799. In 1800 the Territory of In- 
diana was formed, of which INinois constituted a part, with the 
seat of government at Vincennes. About 1806, among other 
places in the West, Aaron Burr visited Kaskaskia in an en- 
deavor to enlist men for his treasonable scheme against the 
government. Tn 1805, George Fisher was eleeted from Ran- 
dolph County a member of the Territorial Legislature, and 
Pierre Menard was ebosen member of the Legislative Council. 

By act of Congress, 1809, the Territory of Illinois was con- 
stituted. Ninian Edwards was appomted Crovernor of the newly 
organized Territory, and the seac of government established at 
Kaskaskia. Nathaniel Pope, a relative of Edwards, received 
the appointment of Secretary. 

For nearly four years after the organization of the Territorial 
Government no legislature existed in IHinois. All election for 


October, 1812. Shadrach Bond, then a resident of St. Clair 
County, was elected the first Delegate to Congress from Illinois, 
Pierre Menard was chosen from Randolph County member of 
the Legislative Council, and Georg: Fisher of the Tlouse of 
Representatives. The Legislature convened at Kaskaskia on 
the twenty-fifth of November, 1812. 

In April, 1818, a hill providing for the admission of Tlinois 
into the Union as a sovereign State was passed by Congress. A 
Convention to frame a Constitution assembled at Kaskaskia in 
the following July. The first election under the Constitution 
was held in September, 1818, and Shadrach Bond was elected 
Governor, and Pierre Menard, Licutenant Governor.  Tlliuois 
was now declared by Congress admitted to the Union as on equal 
footing in all respects with the origiual States. The Legislature 
agam met at Kaskaskia in January, 1819. This was the last 
session ever held at Kaskaskia. Vandalia, the same year, was 
selected as Capital of the State. It was stipulated that Vauda- 
lia was to be the Capital for twenty years. At the end of that 
period it was changed to Springfield. Below we give list of 
governors and chicf officers of Illinois. 

Illinois was constituted a separate Territory by act of Con- 
gress, February 5d, 1809. 


OFFICERS OF TIE STATE OF ILLINOIS, 


From 1809, to 1878. 
ILLINOIS TERRITORY. 
DATE OF fOMMISSION 
NAME OF OFFICER. OFFICE. OR INAUGURATION, 

Nathaniel Pope,..... Sveretary of the Territory,...... March 7, 1809, 
Ninian Edwards, SOMEMNON a: a avenss ceases cece deetses Aprif2t 1Si9) 
H. WH. Maxwell, .Anditor Public Accounts,....... 1SI6. 
Daniel P. Cook, i . January 13, 1816, 
Joseph Phillips,............Seeretary, December 17, '16. 


Robert Blackwell, 
Elijah C. Berry 
John Thomas,... 


.luditor Public Accounts,. April 5, 1817. 
August 29, 1817. 


ISIS, 


“ “cc “ 


ses PCASULCTs <ccos-ce ss reccacoree stece 


STATE OF ILLINOIS. 


Shadrach Bond,............-GOVCrNOSs, .....c.005 aeueds 
Pierre Menard... -Lient-Covernor, . 
Elias K. Kane, ws emechetary, of jtates.. 2.2. 
Elijah C. Berry,............cAuditor Public Accounts 
Jolin Thomas,...... - Treasurer, . 
Robert K. MeLaughilin,... = 


6, 1818. 
a 6, 1818, 
ee 1818, 
1818. 


Adolphus F. Muabbard,....Licut. Governor,.... fe S22. 
Samuel D. Lockwood,.....Secretary of State,.. 5 be 1S, 1822. 
Abner Field,........ eeseseies WOASUNON) cccsecaseiscssseeeeoerarsen January 14, 1823. 
David Blackwell,............8ecretary of State,...... scccarssness\pnilea mamas 
Morris Birbeck.............+ cs S .. October 15, 1824. 
George Forquer,............ t Uh © “ber cessaponcerece Jannary 15, 1825. 
Ninian Edwards,............ (Zovemoreecereeesess ...-December, 1826. 


William Kinney............Lieut-Governor, .....c0 5p “ 1826. 
James ITall,...... sisaanenasce Treasurenisc.c.-cvses Pe aa arr es Febr'y. 
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seeee December 9, I 
5 “ 9, 18390, 
1 


Zailock Casey,.. ..Lient-Governor, 


Jolin Dement, .... Treasurer, February 5, 1831, 
James T. B. Stapp,.........Anditor Public Accounts,.......Angust 27, 1831. 
Joseph Duncan,.. SOVCIMOM sss <5 «December, 1834 
Alexander M. Jenkins,...Lieut-Governor, ......... : ne 1834. 
era Davis;...-c-5<<- seoeeeseestditor Publie Accounts........ Noy. 16, 1835. 
Charles Gregory,. .. Treasurer, .. «+-December 5, 

John D. Whiteside,......... ss wveo-e-March 4, 1837. 
M@honins! Carlio;.......-..... (GOvennOnscesssscncees-oecaceucuesean December, 1838. 
Stinson If, Anderson,...... Lieut-Governor, cs 1838. 
Stephen A. Douglas,........ Seanelany of State. -..202..<2. +220 Novy. 30, 1840. 
Lyman Trumbuall,........... Dy came? 22-5 eeseoaress March 1, 1841. 
Multan @anpentress.+cceses DW LCMSITCM,s..0ccs22ce6eoscccccars-- oe 1841. 
James Shields,............0004 Auditor Public Acconnts...... 1841. 
Thomas Ford,..........+. MeLCROMEENOM iccveves covsisescosecssei ts December §, 1842. 
John Muore,......... pen Lieut-Govyernor, ue 8, 1842. 
Thomas Campbell, Secretary of State,. Mareh 6, 18 43. 
William L. D, Ewing ...... Auditor Publie Accounts,....... ‘ 6, 1843. 
Thomas IT. Campbell....... « Pp. A- (to fill vacancy), “ 26, 1845. 
Augustus C. French,......Governor, .. Ease December 4, 1846, 
Josepli B. Wells...........- . Lient-Governor,......+. ut 9, 1846. 


#23, 18-46. 
Augnst I4, 148. 
eee ent-GowernOrce-.-co.20--5 >< Fanuary, 1849. 
....Sec’y. of State (tu All vacancy), April 3, 1850. 
..Governor,... -Jannary, 1853. 


ILorace 8. Cooley, 
John Moore,..... 
William MeMartry 
David L. Gregg,. 
Joel A, Matteson,. 


Gustavus Koerner,........- Lient-Governor, sy 1853. 
Alexander Starne,.......... Secretary of State, ss 1853. 
Ninian W. Edwards,.......Super’t. Public Instruction,.....March 24, 1854. 
NViltiamill Dissellly..c..<.< Governor, <-ccsces<:-s2cseecesse soe etninany lca son- 
GIT OGL fees se aeeeeescls ce bient-Governor,...-<...s0resse0esss tee 2 So 
Ozias M. [atch,............Secretary of State, = che) ba 


Jesse kX. Dubois... Auditor Public Accounts, Le a sia 
mess Millets. secccersseos Glinea Shei yeecrcceeceseetecscovesssocs AB Son: 
William IT. Powell,.........Saper’t. Public Instruction,..... co 2S Sone 


‘ AO 18595 
S ptember 3, 1859. 


Newton Bateman, & 
William Butler,..... Treasurer (to fill vacancy)... 
Richard Yates,........ccc00 GrOvennOT;cecas: foes a 


Francis A. Hoffman, #74, 1861. 
OaraiselUntely eee cscncess Secretary of State,..... «14, 1861. 
Jesse K. Dubois,...........Auditor Public Accounts, ee Slt USGI. 
William Butler,.. weee DTEASUTET, ....00¢ fe TL SGI: 
Newton Bateman............Supert. Public Instruction, Sasol; 
Alexander Starne,.......... Treasurer, ....... ote taunciesc ees 2 ASGSs 
John P. Brooks,............Sapert Public Instruction... . & T2.1S8s: 
Richard J. Oglesby, => SlGals 


«16,1865. 


William Bross,.......0 
Sharon Tyndale, .... 


* 16, 1865, 


seoee DOCKetary Of Stateyyrrccecsneeseee 


«ee January 14, 1861. 


Orlin II. Miner,...... veeeeeeAnditor Public Accounts,.......Dec. 12, 186-4. 
James II. Beveridge,......Treasurer, .. Peeeevee MAT) UN Gas 
Newton Bateman,............ Super't. Public Instruetion......JSanuary 10, 1865, 
Georren\\nremilli: 7c csvcsseRCHSUILCIs sveerecesssascee sc seesceess January, 1867. 
John M. Palmer, Governor, . January 11, 1869, 


John Dougherty,............ Lient-Governor,.... sees 11, 1869, 
a SGU 
AWG AS6o: 
ae) oe inersco: 
Newton Bateman,........00. Super't. Public Instruction,.....January, 1871. 
Erastus N. Bates,.. - Treasurer, ... Nov. S, 1870. 
Riehard J. Oglesby,........Governor, .. January 13, 1873. 


John L. Beveridge,.........Lient-Governor, ...cccccccsseeeeees Se el Selsns: 
George H. Harlow -Sceretary of State,. e0 OTS SALSaS: 
Charles E. Lippincott, .... Auditor Public Accounts, ei Ie tet: 
edward tleita:srecccst sss Raer WPCASUIDCR: sce seruocaccoecanieevce guess Ss isis: 
John L. Beveridge,.........C;0vernor, P23 Asis: 


...Lient-Governer, 
.--Governor, 


ee sa 
= 8, 1877. 
ome 


John Early, 
Seal. Cnllom....icscecste 
Andrew Shuman... 


... Licut-Goyernor,.. ef 


George II. Iarlow, . Secretary of Stute,... es 8, 1877. 
dayard utzccewmscsss-es< --Treasurer, eae bas 8, 1877. 
‘TP. aBNiced lex; 5.0. c0.05 Anditor Public Accounts,....... - 8, 1877. 
S. MM. Etter...................0upert. Public Instruetion,.... oa 8, 1877. 
UR eS lade. eeesee spaapceee 5 ze < acca - 8 1879. 
TCS Smithers ceecoces pense hemsurcrgee ce mee cadyese-c-oee cote a 8, 1879. 


Believing that it will be interesting to the younger readers of 
our work, we subjoin the following list ot Presidents of the 
United States : : 

PRESIDENTS UNDER THE CONSTITUTION. 
George Washington 


TFEEM OF BERYICE. 
Virginia,...........1789 to 1797, eight years. 


Johny Adamsseesrasescece< seeeeeeee Massachusetts,....1797 to 1801, four years. 
Thomas Jefferson........ vesteacesse MIPS 1A; i... se ecee 1801 to 1809, eight years. 
Jamies; Madison\ce::se--2steetesereds Virginia . --1809 to IS1T, eight years. 


S17 to 13 


Jamies NOnTOGh ye-2ssereseasece cree Virginia,. eight years, 


John Qniney Adams........ aeecree Massachusetts,....1829 to 15 four years. 
Andrew Jackson ....... Reteesecras +. FONMESSER,... 0.605 1829 to 1837, eight years. 
Martin Van Buren. New York, S57 to 1841, four years, 
William IT. [arrison... UNM Ote eee seeesseenes 1S41, one month. 
John Tyler eee caeeteconce tee Mangia; «2020. S41 to 1845, four years. 


James K. Polk 
Zachary Taylor . 
Millard Fillmore, 
Franklin Pierce. 


Tennessce.. -1845 to 1849, four years, 
Lonisiana,........ S49 to 1850, one year. 
peNicw. Works 22.4 1850 to 1853, three years. 


53 to 1857, four years. 


New Hampshire,.1 


James Buchanan... weet Ponnsylyania,,....1857 to 1861, four years: 
Abraham Lineoln, ( murdcred }.. Mlinois,......... ...1861 to 1865, 4 yrs. 1 mo. 
Andrew Johnson... + POnMeSsG; ¢<-2.252 1865 to 1569, fonr years. 
Ulysses 8. Grant.. ovevere AUblinolM, vececererece 1869 to 1877, eight years. 


Rutherford B. Hayes .............Ohio,..cc-ee D877, present incumbent. 
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CHAPT ERAT 
PIONEERS AND EARLY SETTLERS, 
INCIDENTS AND ANECDOTES. 


ie 27 JHE settlement of Christian county, began the year that 
Illinois was admitted into the Union asastate. Prior to 
this period, the whole country was occupied hy different 
tribes of Indians, many of them hostile to the whites, and 
warring against each other. A few words concerning the 
aborigines will not. be out of place. Never did a race inspire more 
rumantic contemplation, or suffer more speedily or completely a dis- 
astrous fate. They perished when they came in contact with our 
civilization, almost as the hues of sunset fade when you look at 
them through the telescope; or as the odor of the rose vanishes 
while you attempt to analyze it. Before they could be studied as 
men or as nations, as families or as tribes, either by their traditions 
and literature, by their customs and affinities they had disappeared ; 
or at least had been so degraded as to seem to have fallen below 
the level of even scientific observation. Their origin is a mystery, 
their history is a myth. ‘Pheir manners and customs are chiefly 
romance. We can study them little, and by scarcely another 
light than conjecture, as to facts, and very unreliable mference as 
to the conclusions reached. These tribes or nations were by no 
means the first denizens of the soil. America appears to have been 
the home of a prior race, who have totally disappeared, leaving he- 
hind them a singular poverty of reeords. A few mounds, some 
beads, a small variety of earth-made ware, stone hammers, imple- 
ments for dressing skins, and now and then, one of their own idols 
of religious worship, together with a few personal articles of luxury, 
or dissipation, or ornament, are all of their domestic or public life 
left to us. We find scattered in many parts of the country their 
gimlets, arrow-heads, spear-heads, saws, flesh-serapers, spades and 
hammers, all made of stone, and demanding almost infinite patience 
for their manufacture. It seems a wonder that a people having 
power to concentrate the mind on such difficult work as shaping 
flint-stones, should have been so barren in all the graceful and 
elevating arts. We alternately pity and despise them; admire 
their sublime stoicism and sicken at their ecruclties. We praise 
their valor and denounce their selfishness. They gaye us their 
country and left us none of their customs. We use the maize 
which they sometimes cultured, and stupefy ourselves with the 
smoke of tobacco which they taught us to consume. ‘hese are 
their sole contributions to the world’s progress in profit und comfort. 
Ts it strange that we should forget them, or that we should readily 
persuade ourselyes that such an idle, unprogressive people should 
seareely have a right which an enterprising, ambitious and needy 
race should respeet? Their whole ideas, habits, wants, aspirations 
and beliefs were so different from those of our race that we can 
searcely rise to any sympathy with them or their interests. This 
portion of conntry was known in anearly day as the “ Black-Hawk 
Hunting-gronnd,” and was widely noted as a fine hunting region. 
Game of al] kinds was very abundant. Hither came in pursuit of 
game froin the northward, under the command of their famous chief, 
the stalwart warriors of the Sav and Fox tribes. 

A feeble remnant of dis onee powerful trihe are now in Kansas, 


Tere also came the braves of the Pottawatomies, distinguixhed from 
other Indians by the swarthiness of their complexion. What is left 
of this trib onee so renowned in war are living in Kausas. This was 
one of the fiercest, bravest and imost intelligent tribes of their race. 
Another with members of which the early settlers heeame familiar, 
was the Kickapoos. 

Even after a few of the first settlers had loeated here, there still 


remained as residents of the county a fragment of the Kickapoo 
tribe. “Bassena,” the chief, said this land was theirs; that they 
had occupied the territory of South Fork “ more moons ” ago than 
there are tracks of the buffalo upon the plain or feathers upon the 
wikl fowls back. An amusing aueecdote is related in connection 
with one of the pioneer settlers of this county, by the surveyor- 
general, when passing through this section in 1818. He had formed 
the acquaintance of young Martin Hanon; and wishing to play a 
joke, he went to the chief, and told him Hanon was about to enter 
some of the land he was measuring off, and that he wanted a wife. 
Upon hearing this news, the young squaws, gathered around the 
young eandidate for matrimonial honors, as if they meant business. 
All of them wanted a white man “if he would hunt!” The Sur- 
veyor got out of the dificulty—by informing them much to his re- 
gret, he was a “poor huater,” and so would make but a sorry 


husband. 
FIRST WHITE MEN IN TILE COUNTY. 


The first men of our race, so far as is known, whose glad eyes 
looked upon the beautiful portion of Tinois now embraced within 
the boundaries of Christian county, were a band of hunters and 
trappers who left’ Vineennes in the fall of L811, and following au 
Tndian trail traversing this county in a north-westerly direction, to 
the Illinois river and stopping fur the winter at Peoria lake to trap, 
hunt and fish. ‘Phey were Freuchmen, and belonged to the mission 
at Vineennes. Ou their return trip, the following spring, they were 
robbed of a portion of their furs and peltries and two of their num- 
ber slain hy the Indians. 


FIRST SETTLEMENT AND EARLY SETTLERS. 


The honor of being the first white resident of the country now 
comprised within the limits of Christian county, belongs to Martin 
Hanon. Ife was a native of Tennessce, born in April, 1799, near 
the city of Nashville. He came to the territory of Illinois with his 
father, Michacl (anon, in the year 1812, and settled in Gallatin 
county, where he resided until his death in 1817. The year follow- 
ing his father's death, young Martin, in charge of his mother and 
family, emigrated and settled in Christian county, in the fall of the 
vear 1818. At first he pitched his tent on the south side of a large 
fallen tree. Their meat in one end of asack, and other provisions 
in the other end, were balanced in the crotch of a tree, until a log 
eabin was extemporized. The scent of it soon attracted a pack of 
hungry wolves, and they were only kept at bay by occasionally 
throwing a fire-brand in their midst. There is nothing more terri- 
fying to the wolf. He first settled and improved what afterwards 
was known as the Squire Council farm. John 8. Sinnet, a brother- 
in-law of Hanon’s, and Claiborn Matthews with his family—Jacob 
Gragg, Eli Alexander and Kenchen—* the well-digger ”—all came 
to and settled in the county Noy, 2)st, 1818—only a few days after 
Hanon. Their nearest neighbor in this county in 1820, was Eph- 
raim Cooper, living on the North Fork. Martin Hanon, realizing 
that it was not goo for man to be alone, soon after improving his 
elaim determined to take to himself a wife. He went down into 
Egypt, wooed and won one of the fair daughters of that land, and 
was married iu Shawneetown, on the 10th of October, 1823, to Miss 
Sally Miller. 
occasions to his young bride was that he possessed on his farm a 
thousand bearing apple trees. Judge of her feelings when on reaching 
her new home of which she had become joint proprietor, her bus- 
band directed her attention to ten aeres of thrifty crab-apple trees. 


Among the usual attractions presented on such 


Young Hanon’s wife proved to bea thrifty, industrious woman. She 
frequently dehghted in telling how she spun her dozen cuts of yarn 
in a day, and at the same time performed her other household 
duties. 
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The walls of her eabin home, were lined with numerous bundles 
of spun yarn and flax, which she wove into cloth—using a part to 
clothe the family, and bartering the balance for articles of house- 
hold use at the store. “Calico at that time eost 574 cents per yard. 

There were no educational facilities in the territory wheu ILanon 
was a hoy, and his education was consequently limited. For a 
short time he attended a school taught by Timothy Rodgers, on 
Horse ereek, in Sangamon county. Eh Matthews and James 
Funderbark, of this county, were his classmates. The school-house 
was a regularly built eabin, with paper windows and one end open, 
forming a huge fire-place. This is said to have been the second 
school taughi in that (Sangamon) county. 

It is related that Hanon was very fond of attending all the rail- 
maulings and corn shuckings, far and near; he was a lover of ath- 
letie sports, and he and Mozes H. Brents were accounted the 
most popular gallants of the day. They often extended their tours 
far into the Roehester prairie, till within hailing distance of the 
capital of the state. Martin was one of the best hunters of that 
day. On one occasion John §. Sinnet, Jake Gragg (mentioned below) 
and himself were out haunting. Sinnet wandered off and got lost from 
his companions. They came across three Indiaus, which moved 
them to hunt Sinnet. The Indians followed close behind them. 
They stopped and dismounted; so did the Indians. IIanon, not 
being well acquainted with the Indian character, became some- 
what alarmed at their strange actions; and more especially as he 
knew Gragg to be a rash man. They examined their guns and 
picked their thnts; and the Indians did likewise. Gragg, then, in 
a threatening manner ordered them to “ puck-u-chee” (f.e., Nght out) 
and they did. Gragg turned to Hanon and said, if Sinnet had 
been present he would have shot one of the Indians. It was the 
opinion of Hanon that they made a narrow cscape. In that day In- 
dians were quite numerous in this part of the country. 

On one occasion, while Ifanon was out hunting alone, he saw a 
number of them on the banks of South Fork, near the old Elgan 
mill. They had killed sixty-eight muskrats, and were skinning 
and eating them. 

In one of his hunting excursions, about the year 1825, when 
skirting the timber west of Taylorville, he killed a panther near by 
a small stream, which measured nine feet from the tip of the nose 
to the eud of the tail. This cireumstance caused the stream to be 
ealled Panther creek, by which name it has been known to this day. 

During the “deep snow,” he, in company with Vandeveer and 
three or four others of the “Richardson Settlement” in South 
Fork, started fur O'Banning’s horse-mill, then located on a farm 
about three miles north-east of Taylorville. At that date the 
latter plaee did not exist. They made a bee-line, passing through 
the prairie north of the present county seat. Vandeveer had a 
horse; the others ox-teams. They had to break the snow ahead ; 
thus making but poor headway. They finally abanduned their 
wagons, placing the sacks on the backs of the oxen; and, mounting 
on top of them, resumed their journey. Vandeveer, having a horse, 
pushed through first; and, when nigbt came, built signal-fires to 
guide the others. They all battled their way through that night, 
but suffered much from the intense cold. Manysuch hardships did 
the pioneers have te brave in securing a subsistence. The summer 
following the “deep snow’’ there was frost during every month, 
rendering the coru raised unfit fur seed. Hfanon gave a yearling 
heifer for one bushel of old seed-eorn, in the spring of 1832. It 
was that spring that the steamboat “ Talisman” ascended the San- 
gamon river to Springfield with a cargo of corn. It sold readily 
for $2.50 and $3 per bushel for seed-corn. 

In the ycar 1826, Hanon built a cabin, and lived in it a short 


ts 
—_ 


time, on the west side of Spring braneh, where afterwards stood 
the ald “ Forrest mill,” soath of Taylorville. He returned again 
asa resident of South Fork. In 1534 he purchased an interest in 
the “ Knuekols & Wallace” water mill, afterward more familiarly 
known as the “ Elgan mill.” [fe moved his family, and scttled on 
the banks of the Sangamon, near the mill. It was here his aged 
mother diced in 1838. Soon after this sad event he sold out his 
interest in the mill to Jesse Elvan; and in 1830 settled perma- 
nently on his farm, five miles north-west of Taylorville. Ht was on 
the north side of Ikorse-shoe Prairie, lately owned by Josiah A. 
Hill. On this farm he resided nearly a quarter of a century. 
Here his aged partner died on the 28th of May, 1862. She was 
buried in the Horse-shoe grave-yard. He had a family of eleven 
children. After the death of his wife, the children having grown 
up and gone to honses of their own, he sold the old homestead, and 
retired from the active cares of life. Mr. Hanon was a man of 
fine physical development and constitution, and was highly re- 
speeted tor his many virtues. The latter years of his life were 
spent with his daughter, Mrs. Mason, near Sharpsburg, this county, 
where he died, April 5, 1579; thus ending a most eventful life. 
He would have been cighty years old during that month. Capt. 
Jesse Hanon, Jr., is the cldest son of Martin Hanon, the first set- 
tler. Ile was born in this state, and is now a resident of Licks 
township, this county. (See biographical sketch.) 

As mentioned above, Ifanon’s brother-in-law, John S. Sinnet, 
Claiborn Matthews, with his family, Jacob Gragg, Eli Alexander, 
and a man by the name of WKenchen, all came and settled in the 
eounty soon after Hanon’s arrival. The exact time of the arrival 
of these parties seems to be a conflieting question, In some in- 
stances we find that they came in the year 1818, and again in 1819; 
but it is undoubtedly correct to say that ihey came late in the fall 
of 1818, a short time after Martin Hanon settled, as he (Hanon) 
has stated. 

John &. Sinnet was a native of Lexington, Ky.; born Mareh 10, 
1796. When three years of age his father moved to Missouri, 
where young Sinnet remaincd until the war of 1512. He enlisted, 
and served his term in that war, and was honorably discharged. 
Soon after leaving the army he came to Illinois, then a territory. 
In the year 1818 he was married to Miss Rhoda Hanon, a sister of 
Martin Hanon’s. Soon after this cvent they settled in what is now 
Christian county. Le located on land now including the south- 
castern part of Taylorville. He built a cabin on the east side of 
the old Fair Grounds spring, in 1826. He sold this to Col. 
Thomas 8. Young in 1829, and built another in the ravine, a little 
south-east of the junction of the O. and M. and W. St. L and P. 

Mary Sinnet, daughter of John S. Sinnet, was the first white child 
born in this county. Ter birth oveurred carly in 1820. 

On the Sth of March, 1840, he moved from Christian to Tazewell 
county, where he resided until his death, January 13, 1872, in the 


seyenty-sixth your of his age. 

Sinnet was twice married; the second time to a Miss Elizabeth 
Perdue. He had ten children by his first wife, and three by the 
last one. He was a great hunter. Mr. Sinnet was a member of 
the Methodist Church for over fifty years, and died in that faith. 
Ile was a member of the pioneer M. E. charch of this county, 
which held its meetings at John Brents’ and Father Young’s. 

Of the early history of Jacob Gragg, better known az “Jake” 
Gragg, and the “tall man,” there is bat little known. He was a 
ranger in the war of 1812. At one time during the war he with 
oth rs were taken prisoners by the Indians. Some they instantly 
killed, and others were reserved for more severe torture. Gragg 
used to tell that he suceessfully run the gauntlet from one end to 
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the other without receiying serious injuries. This sccured his 
safety, and he subsequently escaped. 

When Gragg first eame to Illinois, in 1803, he settled near Troy, 
in Madison county. Ile first squatted on the place, afterwards 
owned by Martin Ifnuon, on Horse-shoe prairie, Christian county. 
He, too, was a celebrated hunter, and, with Martin Hanon and John 
S. Sinnet, hunted the deer and the honey of the wild hee in the forest, 

Alexander Matthews is a native of Tennessee. Ile is the son of 
Claiborn Matthews, one of the first settlers in the county. His 
mother’s maiden name was Moore. Both his father and mother 
were natives of North Carolina. They were marricd in that state, 
and emigrated to Tennessce; thence to IHinois in 1817. First 
Jocated in the southern part of the state. Alexander was alwut five 
years of age when his parents settled in this county the following 
year. They settled in what is now South Pork township, near the 
stream known by that name, He is the only surviving member of 
the family, and hax always continued to live near where they first 
settled. Is now past sixty-six years of age, having Hved over 
sixty-one years in the county. [Las been twice married, and has 
raised a family of four children. He is justice of the peace in 
Buckhart township. 

The Brents were an old pioneer family in this county ; settled 
here in 1820. William C. Brents was born in Livingston county, 
Ky., in ISH, and came to this county with his widowed mother 
and family when about six years of age. They settled and im- 
proved a farm about five miles north-west of Taylorville, now owned 
by Joel Potts. The place where their rude eabin home stood, on the 
east side of the old orchard, supposed to have been made hy them, is 
still visible. In 1824 the family removed to the farm half'a mile south 
of Taylorville, where William C. breathed his last, February 3d, 
1861, aged forty-seven years. Many of the older settlers renem- 
her the old Brents’ eabin and its hospitable inmates, all of whom 
have passed wway. 

William C. Brents was held in high esteem, and was the recipient 
of several offices of trust. Ile was several times clected as cousta- 
ble, and scryed as sheriff in 1854-5. He was generous to a fault ; 
the latch-string of his house was always out, and many a one he 
aided and suecored in time of need. His brothers, Simeon and 
Juln, eame here at the same time. The latter owned and made the 
first improvemauts on the Hall farm two miles east of Taylorville, 
before the “deep snow,” in 1850. He sold it, in 1854, to Jesse 
Langley, and returned to Kentucky. In £531 the first Methodist 
meeting in Taylorville township was held at his house. 

Simeon Brents was in the Black Hawk war. Ie was married 
November 19, $830, to Miss Mary W. Blalock, at the residence of 
Morgan Goode, J.P. This was the first marriage in Taylorville. 

The land on which Taylorville is located was entered by Daniel 
C. Goode in 1835. Goode was a Kentuckian by birth, [e settled 
in Ilorse-shoe prairie, this county, in L821; was a resident of San- 
gamon county as carly as 1819. Daniel C. Goode was a true type 
of the pioneer. In person he was portly and erect; his bearing 
noble and commanding; his forehead high and broad ; his features 
regular, expressive, strong and masculine. He was possessed of 
many marked traits of character. Firm, decided and uncompro- 
mising in his own views, he quailed at no danger; a warm friend, 
but bitter enemy, Ife was what might be termed a pioneer states- 
man. Ifis judgment of men and things was good. In polities he 
was a democrat, and maintained the doctrines of the party without 
fear, aud exercised a great influence at clections. Me was also a 
great hunter, and fond of sport. He assisted in raising the first 
log-house in Springfield. It was often his custom to wear a buck- 
skin hunting-shirt and breeches. Ie died March 28, 1845, and 


was buried at the root of a tree on his farm that he had selectcd as 
his list resting place. 

Miss [annah Ianon, a sister of Martin Hanon, married Samuel 
Miller in Nentucky. They emigrated to this state in the fall of 
1825, and settled in South Pork township, on a farm near “ Elgan’s 
Mill.” Miller died in 1833. 

Samuel Wydick, a native of Pennsylvania, emigrated and settled 
on the Flat Branch, in Prairieton township, in 1824. He was 
about the first white man in that section, coming one year before 
his nearest neighbor, Peter R. Ketcham, who scttled about six miles 
below him, Game was then so plentiful in that section that he 
often stood in his cabin door and shot deer. He was a soldier in 
the war of 1812, and also in the Black Hawk war. 

At secing the soldiers mustered for the contest of the late civil 
war his heart was fired with all the patriotic spirit of old; he 
joined Capt. Long’s company mn August, 1861, and marched to 
Decatur, The “ boys in blue” had great respect for the aged vete- 
ran. So robust and active was he that he passed muster easily, 
giving his age at forty-one—though eighty-one years old-—at Camp 
Pugh, Decatur. His company formed a part of Col. Pugh’s rcgi- 
ment, which marched to St. Louis the same week. A correspondent 
says of him: “IIe endured the hardships incident to the tented 
field with as much bravery and spirit as did his more youthful com- 
panions in arms.’’ He died in his country’s service, in St. Louis, 
April 22d, 1862, at the ripe age of eighty-two years. 

The first cog-mill built in this section of country was by Thomas 
Dawson, on the William B. Hall farm. Dawson was a pioneer 
acttler. 

Daniel Miller was a man familiarly known to the early settlers, 
and is well remembered by many of the citizens of the county at 
this date. Ile, like many of our pioneers, was a selfsmade man, 
and rose to considerable promincnee in the county. He was born 
in Kentueky, in 1818, and at the age of five years came with his 
father’s family to this county, settling in South Fork township in 
1823, His early years were spent on his father's farm, devoting 
his leisure hours to reading and study. He attended school about 
four months in all; was a pupil of Elijah Hanon, who taught the first 
school in Christian county in 1827, in a log-eabin, two miles north- 
cast of Taylorville. After this he built a smail cabin on the Reese 
farm, in South Fork, below old Esquire Council's homestead, where, 
in 1828, he mastered arithmetic, and made progress in other studies. 
Atthe early age of seventeen he taught school. le took an active part 
in the formation of the county. Under the nom de plone of “ East 
Sangamon” he wrote und published in the Springtield Republican 
several able articles advocating the division of Sangamon county. 
In August, 1848, he was elected constable of South Fork precinct, 
and served for a time as treasurer of the school fund. Svon after 
the loeation of Taylorville, he made it his residence, He was a 
eandidate for county clerk in 1840, and was defeated by only a few 
yotes ; was clected county school commissioner August 4th, 1845, 
without opposition, At one time he was a deputy sheriff. Ie was 
admitted to the bar in this county, and as a praeticing attorney 
received a liberai share of the eases in court, In August, 1847, he 
was elected county clerk for a term of four years, but died the fol- 
lowing year, November 9, 1848. 

Gabriel McKenzie settled in the county at an early date. TTe 
was a great fiddler, aud played for all the dances and frolies in this 
part of the country, Was born in 1797, and died in Taylorville, 
October 22, 1862, 

R. Preston Langley, now a resident of the Horse-shoe prairie, 
came to this county in 1831. He is a brother of Jesse, Josiah, and 
Thomas Langley; he is the only survivor of the brethers. 
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Another old pioneer was Jesse Murphy, who came here in 1829, and 
sojourned for a short time in ILorse-shoe prairie. He tanght school 
here in 1831, about two miles west of Taylorville. We will here 
give a passing notice of a few of the very early settlers who lived 
in close proximity to Horse shoe. Among the number was John 
B. Pittman, father of Mrs. R. P. Langley. We was born in Ireland 
in 1776, came to America, and settled in Christian county in 
1830, and died in 1834. His wife’s name was Elizabeth Langley. 
They lived and died on Clear ereek, one mile north of [orse-shoe. 
Thomas Jones and family lived one mile west of Pittman’s, in 1829. 
They moved to Missouri in 1840. Joseph Denton, tather of Isaac 
Denton, lived on Clear ereek before the “deep snow,” and not far 
distant from Horse-shve prairie. 

In 1824 Solomon Meads and his brother Joseph came, and 
first located below “ Elgan’s Mill,” in South Pork township, where 
they lived a few years, then moved to Bear creek. Solomon diced 
December 12th, 1871, at the age of nincty years, six months sad 
nineteen days, and was buried in the Catholic cemetery on Bear 
ercek. 

The Young family emigrated from Kentucky to Christian county 
in 1825. “Old Johnny Young,” hissons, William, father of Peter 
Cartwright Young, Ezekiel, commonly called “ Black Zeke,’ and 
Jarret, all came together. The father, John Young, settled and 
improved the John &. Fraley farm, four miles cast of Taylorville, 
where he died in 1834. His son Thomas, familiarly known as 
“Big Tommy Young,” did not arrive till 1829. He purchased a 
small improved elaim, and settled on it, which was a short distance 
south of the present R. P. Langley place on Horse-shoe prairie. 
Ile was celebrated for breeding fine hogs, and always keeping the 
best stock in the country. Jarret Young was only fourteen years 
old when he came with his parents to this county. 

“Old Field Jarvis” is well remembered by many of the older 
settlers; he came also in [S25. He was very tall in stature, and 
often had to stoop to pass into many of the cabins; and, when 
within, not unfrequently his head would be above the loft. On one 
occasion when thus situated, he asked, “ Who lives here?” The 
lady of the eabin replied, “Come down and see.” 

Peter and Christopher Ketcham were natives of Alabama. Peter 
Ketcham was born about 1805, and at the age of twenty came to 
this county and settled on Flat Branch, about eighteen miles north- 
east of Taylorville, in 1825. Jle was one of the early settlers in 
that part of the county. Wasa Methodist minister, and is said. to 
have organized the first M. E church in the county, in 1828, at his 
own residence, where meetings were held for a number af years. 
He was elected justice of the peace for Buckhart precinct (Sanga- 
mon county) in 1835, and re-elected in 1539, after the organization 
of Christian. He adininistered the oath to the commis-ioners at 
Allenton, before they located Taylorville as the county seat. Wus 
elected a member of the county commissioners’ court, August 4th, 
1845. His son, Green B. Ketcham, was elected coroner of the 
county in 1844. Before the Rebellion the family moved to Texas, 
where most of them were killed by Indians. His brother, Chris- 
topher, who came to the county with bim, improved a farm ad- 
joining, where he resided until his death. 

Martin Miller, a native of Kentucky, born October 6th, 1820, 
emigrated when only five years old, with his father to the territory 
now embraced within this county. Ife was one of the pupils of the 
first schoo] taught in the county by Ehjah fLanon, in a log-house, 
two miles east of Taylorville. 

William Wallis, a native of North Carolina, emigrated with his 
wife to Sangamon county in 1819, from which place he moved to this 
ceunty in the fall of 1825, and opened a small farm one mile east 
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of Taylorville. Mr. Wallis died on his farm, December 6th, 
1844. 

A hardy old pioneer was John Durbin, better known as 
“Stumpy John.” Ie, with his sons, John Z., Josephus, and 
Leonard, emigrated from Kentucky in 1828, and pitehed their 
fent in the “ Richardson Settlement,” lower South Fork precinct. 
He died in IS3t, and was buried on Bear creek. The year they 
came, Is2S, was the exciting Presidential contest between General 
Jackson and John Quincy Adams, and John Z. Durbin walked all] 
the way tv Springfield, and cast his first vote for the old hero of’ 
New Orleans. He raised fine crops of flax and cotton in 1829. It 
is said that John Z. was the first person marricd in Christian 
county. Tle was quite a hunter in his younger years. Many wolves 
and deer have been brought to grief by his trusty rifle. He was at 
one time proprieter of the “ Durbin Owaneeo” business house ou 
the county read from Pana to Taylorville, 

Jesse Langley was born in Kentucky, April 18th, 1796; emi- 
grated to this county in 1828; purchased and setth«} on a small 
improvement made by a Mr. Armstrong, on the south side of 
“TTorse-shoe,” about six miles west of Taylorville. In 1834 he 
moved to and improved the place formerly oeeupied by John 
Brents, one and a half miles east of Taylorville, where he settled 
permanently. Tlere he erected a horse-mill, and built a distillery 
in 1837. He often wore the garh so common with pioneers—a 
wolf-skin cap, buckskin hunting shirt and breeches. Ile died 
Mareh 4th, 1847, aged fifty-one years. 

In 1827, William George, a native of Virginia, emigrated to 
this county, and settled in Buekhart township, a few miles north 
of Edinburg. He died soon after he loeated there, in the same 
year, aged ninety-four years, fle had a family of six children, 
three boys and three girls, ILis son, Juhn George, was eight years 
of age when he came to this county with his father, and has con- 
tinued to reside in the county ever since. During most of this 
time he lived on his farm in Buckhart. In 1874 he moved to 
Taylorville, and subsequently purchased an interest in a flouring- 
mill in Pana, which barned down in 1S 
W. F. Minnis, he rebuilt, and went into operation in February, 
1876. 

James Barker, a Kentuckian by birth, came here in 1828, 
and settled in Mt. Auburn township. He built a water mill 
on the north fork of the Sangamon river, familiarly known as 
“ Barker's Mul.’ Was a constable and justice of the peace for 
many years, TTe also took a great interest in all agricultural 
niovements, and introduced some of the first thorough-bred stock in 
the county. JIe was an industrious farmer, good citizen, and a 
kind neighbor. Died at the advanced age of eighty-two years on 
the 4th of February, 1869. THis wife died three years later at the 
same age; clehty-two years. 

The tiret settlement of the Bear ereek region of the county began 
in 1829, Three families, viz, Esquire Joseph P. Durbin, a native 
of Kentucky ; Nathaniel Painter, and old Grandfather Durbin, all 
came together in one wagon, drawn by a yoke of oxen, and settled 
near each other on Bear ereck. They suffered many hard-hips 
incident to the pioneer. They were compelled to go thirty or torty 
miles to mill, and to do their trading. Esquire Durbin dressed a 
pair of mill-stones, and constructed a rude horse-mill, which did 
goo service during the “deep snow.” At one time he owned a 
distillery ; was justice ef the peace for many years; first elected in 
Auguat, 1855, whilst under the jurisdiction of Montgomery county. 
In 1850 he moved to Locust township, and settled one mile south 
of Owaneco, where he continued to live until his death, October 5th, 
1875. At one time there was a large connection of the Durbiu 
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family living in this county. They were ali adlicrents of the 
Roman Catholic religion, aud they leoked up te the Esquire asa 
kind of spiritual father and adviser in the abscnee of a privet. 

The Richardsons all came from Christian county, Ky., and 
formed what bas been known as the “ Richardson Settlement,” in 
1829, Tsase Richardson, Jr, came with his parents to this county; 
lost his arm hy accident ina threshing machine. Was a member 
of the firm of Amos Richardson & Bro.in the dry-goods business in 
Taylorville at the time of his death, January 19, 1851. Fle was a 
bachelor. William Richardson, brother of Robert Richardson, 
was a native of North Carolina ; emigrated to Kentucky, and from 
thence, with his brother, to this county in 1829, and settled on the 
past side of the prairie, [lis wife’s name was Jemima Richardson. 
They had nine children born to them. Isaac Richardson, Sr., died 
January 18, 1872; Uarvey Richardson died May 10, 1878. These 
two brothers lived about a mile north-west of “Ralston's Bridge,” 
and both lie buried in the Finley grave-yard. 

ebert Richardson, a native of North Curclina, born July 3d, 
1785. Marricd a Miss Elizabeth West in 1805. Emigrated to 
Kkentucky in 1809, and from thence to Hlinois in 1829, settling on 
a farm ten miles west of Taylorville, where he lived until his death, 
November 17, 7855. Tits farm was on the west side of the prairie, 
and his brother William's on the east. They both had large fami- 
lies, and many of their descendants are still living in the county. 
Robert was a great friend and supporter of religion, and throngh 
his energics a Methodist socicty was organized at an early date. 
Serviees were held in the sehool-house near by till the erection of a 
new house of worship. It is now known as the Bethany M. E. 
eburch. When he arrived in the county, South Fork had but few 
inhabitants. Tle put up a double log-house, with an entry between. 
Tt was late in the fall, and he did not get time to make doors, but 
hung up quilts instead, which afforded poor protection agaiust the 
cold winds and dritting snow. 

Amos Richardson was born in Kentucky, November 6, 18EL; 
was married In Sangamon county, and had a large family born to 
him. fe held several offices in the eounty. Elected constable Au- 
gust 9th, 1830. Was the first deputy sheriffin 1850. Was elected 
sheriff August 1, 1842, and a member of the county court Novem- 
ber 6, 1849. Was an active member of the Methodist chureh, a 
good citizen, and highly esteemed tor his moral worth. Died in 
Taylorville, November f, 1852. 

Jesse Richardson lived on a farm near his father’s for many 
years, but subsequently moved to Taylorville. Tle came with 
his parents to the county In 1829, Tle never married, 
Was elected county treasurer in 1849, Died September 23, 1855, 

James Minnis came to this county also in 1829, and settled and 
improved a farm on * Vorse-shoe prairie,” six miles north-west of 
Taylorville, where he died in 1°60. This wife survived him until 
1873.) They had ten children, most of whom are yet living, 

An old veteran of the war of 1812, and a soldier in the Black 
Hawk war, was Shadrack J. Campbell, born in East Tennessee. 
Tle emigrated carly in the fall of 1829, with his family, to this 
county, and settled on Section 3, T. [4—3 west. The South Fork 
timber projected out into the prairie at his place, and it took the 
name of * Campbell's Point,” by which it was fiuniliarly known for 
years, Soon after his settlement he was clected a justice of the 
peaee—probably in 1851. Te held that office until his death in 
18536. Tle was a candidate for the Jewislature, which then held its 
ssssions in Vandalia, end was defeated by only one vote, Lis wife, 
a noble, selfsacrificing, kind, and hospitable woman, survived him 
over thirty-three years. 

Col. Thomas 8, Mareus L. and John Young, natives of Ken- 


tucky, all came to this eounty in 1829, and settled on Flat Branch, 
south of Taylorville. 

Joln Finley, his wife, and son Andy, natives of Kentucky, emi- 
grated to this county the same year, Andy was a great deer 
hunter 

Jesse Murphy, who fignred quite prominently in the organization 
of the county, was a native of Tennessee, born February 6, 1792, 
and came to this county in 1829. Fle settled and improved a farm 
about two miles west of Taylorville. He raised a large family, 
several of whom still reside in the county. Ue was appointed, 
April 16th, 1839, the first collector. Tn 1843 he was elected assessor 
and treasurer for the county, and re-elected in August, 1847, Tn 
1856 was elected to the office of coroner fur a term of two years. 
He died in Taylorville, November Sd, 1865, aged seventy-three 
years, 

John Gore, Sr, known as the “ twenty-five cent man,” settled on 
a farm four miles west of the county seat in 1830. He was called 
the “twenty-five cout man” from the fact, that in selling his surplus 
eorn crop, he would never take less than twenty-five cents per 
bushel; nor would he ever charge more, even if the market price 
was fifty cents per bushel. He was a zealous member of the M. E. 
church, and his house was a noted stopping-place for the preachers 
of that denomination. 

The second school in the county was taught by Wm. MeCullongh, 
in 1831, in an old log-house, about two miles east of Taylorville, 
above the Hall’s wood pasture, on the Flat Branch road, John 
Brents then owned this farm, and the sehool-house was on his land. 
McCullough is said to have been a good teacher, but at times a 
little intemperate, and on such oecasions many amusing things 
would happen in his school. 

The first settler on east Bear creek was Walter Clark, born in 
Virginia, April 12th, 1788. Married a Miss Young, danghter of 
Peter Young, in Ohio, by whom he had six children. lis son, 
Dennis Clark, was judge of Knox county, HL, for a number of 
years. Mr. Clark came with his family to MWlinois in 1821, and 
after several removals to different parts of the state, he settled on 
He located on the 
cast side of the creek timber, not far from Palmer. They came 
from Sangamon county on foot, not able to own a team, bringing 
with them a yearling heifer, a gun, axe, and hoes. They soon built 
a loy-cabin, 16 by 18 feet in size, with a large fire-place and puneheon 
floor, That spring they cleared tive acres in the edge of the timber, 
and, with their hoes, dug places in the ground, dropped the corn, 
and attended it the whole season with nothing but the hoe, and 
raised a fiir crop. The following winter was 2 trying one on the 
family; with no team to goto nill, they beat their corn in a mortar, 
and used a piece of punctured buckskin, drawn over a hoop, for a 
sieve. At this date deer and all kinds of game were plentiful in 
this seetion, and they did not want for meats. In 1852, Johu 
Baker, who settled about three miles north, was his nearest neigh- 
bor, Christopher Durbin was also living in the neighborhood. 
There were three hundred and fifty Indians encamped over Suuday 
on Bear ercek, They were very religious, and held serviees on 
the Sabbath. An Indian preached. The Durbins had Clark 
arrested for killing an Indian who was very troublesome 
in the neighborhood, but he was acquitted on trial, and 
those eausing his arrest were eager to secure again the friend- 
ship of Walter Clark. Ile moved to Alton in 1836, and died in 
St. Louis, April 12th, 1846. 

John Davis settled on the Sangamon, in Mt. Auburn towuship, 
in 1831. [lis son, Wenry Davis, was an early merehant in the 
town of Mt. Auburn. 


Bear ereek, in this county, Mareh 26th, 1831. 
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Esquire Wm. M. Thompson was a Kentuckian, and emigrated 
to this county in [832. His first wife died in 1846. Their daughter 
was the wife of Samuel Brents. December 6th, 1847, Thompson 
married, again, Mrs. Polly Wallis. They are now both dead. The 
Esquire was a soldier in the war of 1812, under Gen, Jackson, to 
whom he was devotedly attached. He was elected justice of the 
peace on the organization of the eonnty in 1859, and held the office 
successively for over fifteen years, till his death. .A great many 
amusing stories are told about Thompson, that occurred during his 
official life; he was greatly respeeted. 

In 1833 eame Thomas Young, Sr., a native of South Carolina. 
Ile settled about one mile south-west of the cnunty xeat. Five of 
his sons came to this county—Col. Thomas . in 1529, and James 
in 1830, spoken of above; and the other three, Frederick, Ezekiel 
S., and John W., came with their futher in 1833. Old) Father 
Young died on his farm, Mareh 24th, 1845; his wife followed him 
a year or two afterwards. 

Gavin Ralston, Sr., was a native of Seotland. Married a Miss 
Cynthia Vandeyeer in Indiana. Emigrated and settled in South 
Fork township, on the banks of the Sangamon, in [854. The 
bridge over the stream has taken his name. Kalston was a member 
of the first county eourt; he died in 1846, 

J. M. Wilkinson, a Kentuckian, and James Harris, from Ten- 
nessee, Were among others who settled the same year. 

Gabriel R. Jernigan, born in North Carolina, May 9, 1802, eame 
with his family to this eounty early in 1835, settling on Bear Creek. 
They lived with Walter Clark until a eabin was built on his place. 
He was an aetive Demoeratie partisan, and took a prominent part 
in the formation of the county. On its organization he was ap- 
pointed, by the county court, the first eounty treasurer. In 1540 
he was eleeted to the same office fur a term of two years. Was 
also elected sheriff of the county; and in November, 1849, he was 
elected one of the associate justices of the eounty court for a term 
of four years, He was also honored with an election as state 
senator in November,1852. He held the office of police magistrate 
of Taylorville in 1858, and other minor offices. Died August 5d, 
1866, 

Jesse Elgan, nativity Maryland, came in 1835, and located ten 
miles north-west of Taylorville, near “ Elgan’s Mill,’ which he 
owned fora time. He was one of the contractors in building the 
first ecourt-house. Was twice elected a member of the county 
court. 


BEE-HUNTING. 


The destiny of the Indian, is to reeede before the approach 
of the white man; it is the province of the honey-bee to act on the 
reverse, and precede the advance of eivilization. The approach of 
the honey-bee was always a sad harbinger to the Indians; for they 
knew the pale faces were not far behind. At an early period bees 
were very numerous in Illinois, in the groves and along the skirts 
of timber; hence the produet of the hive became a desirable eom- 
modity in trade and commerce; and when the farmer wished a 
little “land-office’”? money, this was about the only article that 
would readily command it. They would take their beeswax, deer- 
skins and peltries to the leading water-conrses, and descend in their 
canoes or improvised boats, eonstrneted for the purpose, to the St. 
Louis market. 

Bee-honting excursions were of annual oceurrenee. In the spring 
of 1822, says an old settler (Samuel Williams), bees were very 
plenty in the timber in the northern and north-eastern part of 
Christian county. “ Father and [ coneluded to go ona bee-hunting 
excursion, With covered wagon, and necessary outfit, we started 
eastward from Campbell's Point. The first night we camped in 
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Buekhart Grove; the next night on Mosquito ereek, near the blu 
mounds in the prairie, Not far from this point, we pitched our 
tent, and remained three or four weeks. In the timber atone these 
streams, we found thirty bee trees. On one favorable day found 
ten, the greatest number we ever found in one day; the common 
We secured this 
trip forty-five gallons of houcy and sixty pounds of beeswax. Soon 
after our return home T went to Springficld, then just laid out, to 
seH our wax. This was my first visit to the town, then eontaining 


average on good days being from two to seven. 


Jess than a dozen houses, the destined eapital of a great state. 
Elijah Isles was then the only merchant in the little town. He 
kept his store in a log-house, about one block west of the ‘Alton 
Depot.” T found him at leisure; he was affuble and quite social, 
and we seon made a trade, he giving me 25 cent: pr pound for my 
wax, but ehicfly in goods. In the fall of 1822, my father and I 
went out the second time to hunt bees, camping at the same locali- 
ties as in the spring. Tfunted along the North Fork timber. We 
found about forty bee-trees this time. During the first afternoon 
of our encampment, a Pennsylvania Dutchman came into our camp 
on horseback in a drenching rain. He was on his way to the 
We passcd the night 
with us, but seemed quite discouraged. Looking down the high 
blaff, at the North Fork, he inquired its name. On heing informed, 
he seemed much dejected, and exclaimed in his Dutch accent: ‘Ft 
dat ish the Sangamon river, of which T heard xo much, 1 ish badly 
deecived.’ Ife was on the point of turning back for home, when 
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he was encouraged and persuaded to prosceute bis journey. During 
all our travels in these two hunting excursions, we saw no white 
man saye the traveling Dutchman !” 

“On the 4th of March, 1823, my father and mysclf started east 
on our third bee-hant. The third day being warm, 0 found three 
trees on Mosquito ereck. From this point we moved off to the 
right of the North Fork, and found seventy on the first branches 
of the Okaw or Kaskaskia river. We eat forty, and left the rest 
till fall. In August of this year, my father died, and in the fall 
one of my brothers accompanied me to cut the bee trees left on our 
last trip. In the spring and fall of 1524, 1 was employed by 
Elias Thompson to lint bees. THe was the only man I ever hunted 
with, who eould equal me in finding bee-trees. At the close of the 
season, we eame out about even, finding 150 each. If Maj. Isles 
has his old mereantile books, they will show that Mr. Thompson 
and myself dealt with him on a liberal seale in beeswax for two 
individuals abont the dates specified. In all our hunting for miles 
up and down the different branches of the various streame, and in 
all our travels back and forth, we found no place where one white 
man had either settled or commenced an hnprovement. Thus ends 
our bee-hunting exenrsions in an uninhabited country—a country 
literally ‘flowing with milk and honey ’—im central Illinois, during 
fhemedrs 22-2457" 

John C. Whiteeraft, a native of Tennessee, was born in Novem- 
ber, 1784. His father emigrated and settled in Kentueky when he 
was a boy, where he lived to manhood. He was married in Ken- 
tucky in 1816 to Miss Rachel Arnett. Being attracted with the 
glowing accounts of the great “ Prairie State,” he emigrated with 
his family in the fall of 1835, and settled in Christian county, on 
Clear ereck, about twelve miles west of Taylorville. IIe purchased 
one hundred and sixty acres of land of a Mr. Rathbone, which he 
improved as his homestead. He completed and run the inill, which 
was partly built on his place, fora number of years. In time his 
children grew up, and most of them settled around him, They are 
among the prominent and respected citizens of the eounty. From 
numbers and position the location has been known as the “ Ihite- 
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eraft Setthament.” The old gentleman was gathered to his fathers 
on the 25th of July, S47, at the age of sisxty-three years, His 
widow was accidentally killed hy being thrown Troma wagon, with 


a run away team, in Springfield, TH., Sept. 2 so: 

Elder A.D. Northeutt is a native of Montgomery county, Ky. 
He was born Sept. D1th, 1813, was married on the 2oth of August, 
1835, to Miss Sulena Masterson, and emigrated to this county in 
J826. Ile first located and dived for many years on a farm in 
Mosquito township. At that carly day there were but few scttlers 
living in that section; probably not over cight or ten families. Ie 
relates many of the hardships and inconveniences of the early set- 
tlers. They had no milk, no stores, no markets for their surplus 
produce. St Louis, Beardstown and Springfield were the nearest 
trading poiuts. Eldcr Northeutt attended the first religious meet- 
ings in the county, aud was among the first to preach the truths of 
the gospel in this section of the country, He was several times 
honored with official position by his fellow citizens. Ile was an 
nctive justice of the peace in Sangamon before the formation of this 
county, and was one of the first justices of the peace after its orga- 
nization in 1839, which office he continued to fill for cight years; 
was a member of the first board of supervisors in 1856, and served 
in that capacity for a term of four years. Ife hus been a life-long 
whig and republican. In 1854 he changed his residence to Prai- 
rieton township, settling on the Esquire Hammer farm, on Flat 
Branch, where he still resides. For more than thirty-five years he 
has heen an officiating minister of the gospel in the Christian 
chureh. 

Ilere it is proper to make mention of the nam? of a man who is 
unquestionably the most distinguished citizen of the eournty—a man 
who came here in the pioneer era, and began life a poor boy, 
but who, with a commendable energy and industry, has risen to 
influence and wealth. That man is Judge JI. M. Vandeveer; a 
name that has become a honsehold word in the county of his adop- 
tion. He is a native of Indiana, born in Washington county, 
March 1, 1816. His father, Aaron Vandeveer, removed to San- 
gamon county, Illinois, in the autumn of 1829, and improved a 
farm on ILorse creck. Tere the judge lived until the age of twenty- 
one years, with his father, and most of the time toiled on the farm. 
He attended a pioneer, log-eabin school about three months. Most 
of his education was acquired by poring over his books at noon, 
while the jaded plow horse fed, and at night while the sluggard 
slept, and tue thoughtless dissipated their time in idle amusements. 
Tle very early acquired a taste for the reading and study of books. 
Whilst thus engaged, he attracted the attention of the Mon. Jno. 
T. Stuart, of Springfield, who tendered him the use of his valuable 
library, by means of which he acquired some knowledge of the law. 
In 1836, he taught school in a Jog-cabin on Andy Finley's farm, 
about twelve miles west of Taylorville. In time he was admitted 
to the practice of law, and seou became prominent in the profession, 
He participated in the organization of the county, and at the tirst 
election, held on the Ist of April, 1839, he was elected county 
recorder. A few days Jater he was appointed by the county court 
as school commissioner, which caused his removal to the eounty- 
seat June Ist, of the same year, he was appointed hy Judge 
Treat, clerk of the Cireuit Court, which office he held for many 
years. ILe was clected a member of the Tlouse of Representatives 
in 1842 over Martin White, the former representative, and Henry 
T. Luckett, both popular men. 

On his return home, at the close of the session in 1845, he was 
reappointed clerk of the cireuit eourt. The same year he was 
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elected a justice of the peace; he was subsequently appointed post- 
master of Taylorville. In 1846 he answered to the first call of his 
country, and ratsed a company of soldicrs for the Mexican war, and 
was clected its captain; but the company was rejected by the 
Grovernor, as the cull of the Government had been filled. He was 
short'y afterwards appointed by President Polk as Assistant 
Quartermaster in the United States Army, with the rank of Cap- 
tain, and served in that position in the Mexican war. On his 
return home, at the close of the war, his name was prominently 
mentioned as a candidate for Congress, but he withdrew his name 
in the convention, Tle had been twice elected as Judge of the 
county. In 1860 he was again returned to the Legislature, and two 
years later he was elected to the State Senate. In June, 1870, he 
was elected Judge of the Tenth Judicial Cireuit, and re-elected in 
1873. The Judge has been a successful practical practitioner for 
a quarter of a century. In polities he is a stanch Democrat. 

Thomas Simpson migrated from Kentucky in 1835, and settled 
near Mechanicsburg, Sangamon county. In 1846 he maved to 
Christian county, am} purchased Col. Thomas P. Bond's farm on 
Bear ereek, where he continued to reside until his death, December 
6th, 1856. He had seven sons, the most prominent of whom is 
Judge Andrew Simpson; he is the eldest son, and came with his 
parents to this county when a boy. Tle was born October 22d, 
1830, on the banks of Licking river, Ky. He is a man possessed 
of a strong, vigorous mind, and early turned his atteution to the 
study of law, and now takes rank among the best lawyers of the 
county. On the breaking out of the late rebellion he volunteered 
his serviecs, and raised the first company from this county, and was 
elected its captain. ‘The company became a part of the Fourteenth 
Regiment. Tle was severely wounded in the hand at the hatile of 
Pittsburg Landing, which unfitted him tor aetual duty ; was honor- 
ably discharged. In November, 1565, he was elected county Judge. 
Tt was during his administration that township organization was 
effected. Tle was a candidate for Congress on the Republican 
ticket in 1874; the district being largely Democratic, he was 
defeated. 

James Funderburk, a pioneer of Sangamon county, was born in 
Tenuessee, in the year 1810. Tis father, Wenry Funderburk, was 
one of the early pioneer emigrants to Ulinois; he came from Ten- 
nessee in 1815, and settled first for two years on “ Turkey Hill,” in 
St. Clair county. From here he moved to what is now Sangamon 
county, in the spring of 1817; squatted on a,piece of land on 
Horse Creek ; built a cabin, and raised a cron that year with the 
assistance of William Nelson. It is related that he was the first 
settler, and that this was the first crop raised in Sangamon evunty. 

James Funderburk marricd a Miss Nelson. He came to 
Christian county in the spring of 1856, and settled two miles nearly 
west of Taylorville, on Section 82. 

James Ri. Lueas, born in Tennessee, October Tth, 1807, emigrated 
with his father, Edward Lucas, to Sangamon county, Il, when 
twenty years ol age, and settled on Iorse Creek in 1827, He was 
marricd to Miss Elizabeth M. Harris, daughter of Isaac Harris, 
September 14th, 1828. Te came to this county September 7th, 
1836, and first located on the west side of Flat Branch timber, 
where he lived about five years, when he moved to Taylorville, in 
April, 1840. Ife was the first landlord of the “Taylor Tote,’ 
sinee known as the “City Hotel.” Mr. Lucas was elected the first 
cuustable in Taylorville preciuct, alter the organization of the 
county. He died June 2d, 1862. 

Frederick Tammer was also a prominent settler in 1856; he 
lived to an advaneed age, and died November 21st, 1866, 

James Waddle, an old settler, squatted and improved a farm 


now adjacent to Taylorville; he died on this plaee, and the farm 
passed into the hands of James Young. 

Lewis Il. Jernigau was born in Tennessce in 1808, Emigrated 
to this county, and settled on Bear creek in the year 1856. Mar- 
ried, in Tennessee, Miss Sally Currie. They came in wagons 
drawn by oxen. 

Tsaae Harris, a native of Nashville, Tenn. ; born in 1780, Was 
married to Miss Rhoda Parker, of Virgiiia, in 1802, and emigrated 
to Sangamon county, Ill., in Deeember, 1820. [le moved to 
Christian county in the fall of 1856; located and improved a farm 
four miles east of Taylorville, where he spent the remainder of his 
years. 

Among others who came during the year 1856, were Ellington 
Adams, a native of Kentueky, who emigrated with his family, and 
settled, and made a farm on the ridge, five niles above Stonington. 
Tliram Walker, a native of Virginia, purebased and Jocated on a 
farm six miles north-east of Taylorville, bordering on the skirts of 
the Flat Branch timber. Rey. Isaae Haines, a native of Virg‘nia, 
born in 1809; emigrated to this state, and preaehed for two years, 
1836-37, on the Buekhart circuit; be was highly e-teemed for his 
many Christian virtues. He died in September, 1558. Many of 
his descendants are now residing in this county. Henry Dickerson 
came also in the spring of this year. He served as constable and 
justice of the peace in Taylorville preeinct for many years, and 
died in Johnson township. 

Judge William S. Frink, who figures prominently in the carly 
history of this county, was born in Conneetieut, in December, 
1790; moved with his father to Stonington, Conn., where he lived 
until he was forty-one years old. In 1831 he went to New York 
city, where he engaged in business for three years. In May, 1357, 
he, with his family, emigrated to this state, and settled at Allenton, 
in this county, where he resided until January, 1855, when he 
moved to Taylorville. He was a soldier of the war of 1812. He 
was eleeted probate judge, August 7th, 1843, for a term of four 
years. On court days the judge could he seen entering town with 
the arehives of the office in a basket on his arm. We is =till re- 
siding in Taylorville, respected and esteemed by all for his sterling 
virtues and purity of character. 

Win. L. Hammer was born in Kentueky, November 90,1817, and 
at the age of ten years emigrated with his father to Sangamon 
county, I]]., in 1827, where he lived till the spring of T8357. At 
this date he removed with his father and family, and settled on the 
Flat Branch, in Prairicton township. At the first general cleetion 
held aficr the organization of the county, in August, 1850, he was 
eleeted constable of Stonington preeinet, and as such offieer he 
guarded, at the first term of court, the Grand Jury, as it held its 
session in upen air, where the present brick jail now stands. Ie 
acted as deputy sheriff in 1844. In 1546 was elected sheriff. He 
was politieally a “ Whig,” and was very popular and influential in 
that party. October 1], 1853, he was married, in Taylorville, to 
Miss Isabella East. In Deeember, 1854, he moved to Deeatur, 
Il]., where he eontinues to reside. 

In 1837, Thos. P. Chapman came to this county, and joined the 
Stonington Colony, at Old Stonington, where he continued to live 
till his death, January 16th, 1867, at the ripe age of seventy-five, He 
was born in Stonington, Conn., September {2th, 1791. He served his 
eountry in the war of 1812, in the eapacity of a drummer-boy, Tn 
early days he was a strong Demoerat. Upon meeting a new ac- 
qnaintanee his first question is said tohave been, “Be youa Whig 
ora Democrat?” His strong patriotie feelings led him, during the 
late rebellion, to be a “war Democrat,” which eulminated in his 
becoming a Republican, and voting for Abraham Lincoln for 
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President in 1864. On the formation of the eounty in 1839, he was 
chosen one of the first members of the court, which station he filled 
with honor to himself and eredit to his constituency. To his indus- 
try and perseveranee the citizens of Stonington settlement were 
much indebted for the establishment of a post-office in their midst; 
he was its first po-tmaster, and earried the mails weekly to and 
from Taylorville on horseback. Ile held several offices of trust, 
and was extensively known throughout the eounty, and highly 
esteemed for hiz many social virtues. Te was a member of the 
Masonic fraternity, and at his death was buried with Masonic 
honors. 

Nicholas Sanders, a native of Rhode I-land, born April 7th, 
1805, emigrated to Christian county in the spring of 1837. and im- 
proved a farm on Flat Braneh. IIe opened « store of general 
goods at this point in Mareh, 1852, and remained in business for 
sixteen years. Jlis store formed the nueleus of a town ealled 
Sandersville, in Scetion 35, of Stonington township. 

Among others who eame to the county this year were Elijah B. 
Hymen, a native of Virginia; Presley Peek, born in Kentueky; 
Rev. Paris Pray, nativity Connectieut; John Hill, Sr., from Ken- 
tucky, with his sons, James H., Terry, and Gabriel; and Thomas 
S Leachman, also from Kentucky. 

Joseph A. Haley, a native of Kentneky; 8. B. Sheldon, native 
of Massachusetts; Frank Haines, a native of Virginia; and James 
Ferguson, of Virginia, were among those who eame in 1838, 

During 1839, the year the county was organized, there was a 
large influx of population. Prominent among those who arrived at 
this date were Morgan Goode, born in 1803, at one time county 
treasurer; William ITargiss, a Kentuckian; Joc] Traylor, a native 
of South Carolina ; and Leyi W. Goodan. 

David Rutledge, the “ Deer Slayer” and “Nimrod” of the Flat 
Braneh, was a native of Tennessee, born in Diekinson county in 
3813. He emigrated to Christian county in 1840. Was married 
to Miss Anna arris, a daughter of Silas Harris, in 1844. He was 
a resident of May township. IIe was very fond of the ehase, and 
devoted much time to hunting. It is said that he killed, in one 
winter, forty-eight deer, besides a large amount of smaller game. 

John W. Wheat was born in New York, September 25,1519, and 
came to this county in 1840. In that year he taught the first 
sehool in Taylorville. He was by profession a lawyer; was elected 
the second school commissioner of the eounty in August, 1831, for 
the term of two years. 

Danie] De Camp settled in the county in June, 1843. He was 
born in Virginia, August 51, 1824. For several years he was con- 
neeted with Allen’s Great Eastern Stage Line, whieh ran through 
this county. Ife married, October 7th, 1847, Miss Perneey Lang- 
ley, a daughter of Jesse Langley. Je purehased the “ Blue Point” 
farm and “Stage Stand” in February, 1851, and moved there the 
March following. lis farm embraced over two hundred aeres of 
ehoiee Jand, on which the town of Edinburg is now located. Mr. 
De Camp was fond of hunting in his younger days. Has been 
justice of the peace, and held other offices of trust in his town and 
township. He serve as Captain of Company D, of the 1o0th 
Regiment Illinois Volunteers, in the late rebellion. 

In recording the names of those men who have been eonnected 
with the history and development of Christian county, that of the late 
Major D. D. Shumway must not be forgetten, Though he did not 
become a resident until 1845, he made an honorable record; but, 
like many others, did not live long afterwards to enjoy it. Te was 
born in Massachusetts, September 23, 1815, where he lived until he 
reached the years of manhood. In 1854 he came west and settled, 
first in Zanesville, Ohio, where he remained till 1837, when he 
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came to Montgomery county, Hl. He was elected and served a 
term as one of the county commissioners’ court of Montgomery 
county; was also appointed Major of the State militia. June od, 
IS41, he was marricd to Miss Emily R. Roundtree, danghter of 
the late Hon. Hiram Roundtree, of Millsboro, 11. In the spring 
of 1845 he removed to Christian county, first settling on wild prairie 
land, about four miles cast of Taylorville, where he improved a 
farm of several hundred aeres. In 1851 he became a resident of 
Taylorville, where he engaged in merehandizing, his oceupation in 
former years, which he continued with success until 1858, Ile then 
retired from active business life, having acevmulated considerable 
wealth. He was a member of the legal profession, and for many 
years held the office of Master in Chancery of the eounty, 

The Major was a gentleman of culture and taste, possessing a 
noble, generous disposition, and was highly esteemed among his 
fellow-citizens. In politics be was a democrat. During his rexi- 
dence in the county he was elected, in 1845, a member of the legis- 
lature from the countics of Christian and Shelby; and at the fol- 
In 1848 he 
was a member of the State Constitutional Convention, and took an 
active part in its deliberations; was elected eounty judge in No- 
vember, 1857, for a term of four vears. He was also eonnected 
with both the county and state agricultural societies, and one of the 
incorporators and directors of the Springfield and South-castern 
railruad, and discharged the dutics of many minor offices. Much 
eredit is due him, while in the legislature, fur the location of the 
Terre [laute and St. Louis R. R. throngh the southern part of this 
county, where have sprung into existence the flourishing towns of 
Pana and Rosemond. Te was also a prominent Mason. 

Dr. Calyin Goudy was a native of Ohio, born June 2d, 1814, 
emigrated with his parents to Indiana in 1826, from thence to 
Tinois in 1852, locating at Vandalia. He graduated at the St. 
Louis Medical College in the spring of 1844. Svon thereafter, in 
May, 1844, he loeated in Taylorville, where he acquired a lucrative 
practice, and continued to reside until his death. (A biographical 
sketch may be scen on another page.) 

Dr. J. H. Clark, a Kentuckian, emigrated and settled first in 
Johnzon township, this eounty, in the spring of 1844. The doctor 
was a member of the county court when the present court-house 
was built. 

Joseph Edwards, a native of Ireland, settled on Coal creek in 
this county March 26, 1545. Ile was one of the noted eighteen 
voters of “Stone Coal Precinct.” Ile was a man known for his 
candor and integrity, and exereised a commanding influence in 
that section of the eounty. 

Another carly and prominent settler in “Stone Coal,” now Pana, 
was Wm. Pryce, born in England, Feb. 28th, 1817; came to this 
county in I845; taught the first school in that part of the eounty, 
was deputy tax colleetor in 1845, and held other offices of trust. 

Joseph Edwards, an Irishman by birth, settled in Pana township 
March 26th, 1845. His house was a voting place for the precinet 
for a number of years. He was a justice of the peace and a gen- 
tleman highly respeeted for his moral worth. Ile dicd in October, 
1855, aged sixty-cight years. 

Elijah Dunean, nativity North Carolina, settled in this county 
on the west side of Bear Creek in 1847, where he died Dee. 14th, 
1861, aged about sixty-four years. Tle was a man firm and decided 
in his convictions of right. ITe had sixteen children, some of 
whom are still residing in the county. 

Wim. A. Welch, a native of Tennessee, settled on Sunth Fork 
Dee. 25th, 1849. The late Wm. 8 Berry settled four miles south 
of Taylorville in 1849, and died in 1874 or ’5. Ife was one of the 
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most successful deer-hunters of whom Christian county can boast, 
having killed over four hundred during the twenty-five years of 
his life in the eounty. 

Jacob Overholt, largely known throughout the county, a native 
of Pennsylvania, horn Dec. 9th, 1807, eame to this county in 1851. 

It is not, perhaps, possible to name all who were carly settlers in 
the county, but we have aimed to mention all the earliest and most 
prominent im itz history and development. Many who came re- 
mained but a short time, when they went back to their old homes, 
or moved away to a newer country, as the settlements began to fill 
up. Thus the settlers may naturally be grouped into two classes, 
the pioneers and the permanent settlers. As stated in the begin- 
ning of this chapter, the pioneer is not to be despised, for he is a 
man with a mission. But pressing closcly on his footsteps, eame 
the other class, searecly less inured to hardships and fatigne, or 
fitted to combat the dangers and difficulties on the frontier, but 
animated by diflerent hopes, and pursuing a nobler ambition. 
These left the abodes of civilized life, not from love of adventure 
or dislike of suciety; they came where land was cheap and_ soil 
rich, in search of a permanent home. They brought with them a 
Jove of church, and an appreciation of the blessings of civilized 
life, and the “wilderness and solitary place were glad for them, 
and the desert rejoiced and blossomed as the rose.” In the town- 
ship histories and the biographical department may be found more 
fully recorded the characters, trials and struggles of the earlier 
settlers. The chapter on the “ Civil History” treats fally of the 
birth of the county, and contains all records pertaining to its origin. 


PIONEER MARRIAGES, 


The following marriages were celebrated within the bounds of 
the territory now embraced within the county of Christian. The 
first one reeorded in the county clerk’s office, in Springfield, is as 
follows : 

atare of Timur ( On the 15th day of Sept., 1823, [ solemn- 

state o InoLs, : 5 aes en 

2 - ied the marriage of George Dickson and 
Sangamon county, ( Ragnied 5 
~? ( Fannie Cooper. 
Rivas Cormack, M G., of the ME. Church. 
Recorded the above this 24th day of Noy., 1823, 
Ciarces R. MATHENEY, 
Clerk of Sangamon county. 


These parties lived on the North Fork. George Dickson after- 
wards was favorably known to many of the citizens of the county. 
He was a member of the eounty court for many years; and was 
elected to other offices of honor. His wife was a sister of the pio- 
neer, Ephraim Cooper, the oldest settler in the north part of the 
county, in 1821, It shows that they were married and given in 
marriage in those primitive times. Another was m the words fol- 
lowing: “TL certify that on the 21st day of September, T joined in 
wedlock, El Matthews and Miss Susanna Hanon.” 

Wna. Roperts, M. G. 


This was the first pioneer wedding in South Fork township. 
The parties came to the county in 1818, about the time of the ad- 
vent of Martin Ilanon, the first settler of the county. Here fol- 
low four others :-— 

Married Sept. 24th, 1824, by Joh Fleteher, J. P., Moses Archer 
of the North Fork, to Mira Moffitt. 

July 15th, 1827, by John Kirkpatrick, M. G, Martin of North 
Fork to Patsey Bagbey. 

Nov. 9th, 1827, Gabric] Melxenzic, of Flat Branch country, to 
Miss Elizabeth Gray. Gabriel, was always held in the liveliest 
remembrance by the youngsters for his violin extertainments on 
festive occasions. 
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Sept. 14th, 1828, James R. Lueas, to Miss Elizabeth Harris, 
daughter of Esquire Isaae Harris, who lived on his furm four miles 
east of Taylorville. This conple were amoug the first families to 
settle in Taylorville, after its location. 

The following were among the pioneer ministers who preached 
to the early settlers and married parties at the dates appended to 
their names: = 

Gilbert Dodd, Sept. 25th, 1823, Rev. James Simms, Dec. 18th, 
1823, John M. Berry, July 17th, 1824, Simon Lindley, Oct. 51st, 
1824, Peter Cartwright, April 26th, 1825, John Alkire, July 16th, 
1826, Hiram Bowman, May Uth, 1827, Aaron Vandeveer, April 
15th, 1 30. 

After the organization of Christian county the first marriage 
license was issued July 10th, 1859, to Josephus Durbin and Miss 
Elizabeth Simpson, a daughter of Esquire Richard Simpson, of Bear 
ereek township. They were united in wedlock by Joseph P. Dur- 
bing). P. 

The third license was issued to Edward Bugg and Miss Nancy 
Walker, Sept, 18th, 1839, who were married by the Rev. Peter R. 
Ketcham. 

The twenty-fifth was issued to Simon Brents and Miss Mary 
Blalock, Nov. 19th, 1840, by Eli Mathews, J.P. This was the 
first marriage in Taylorville. 

The twenty-sixth wedding was that of John Gilbert to Miss 
Clarissa Ann Young, daughter of Esquire E. 8. Young, then county 
clerk, January Ist, 1841, by Aaron Vandevyeer, M.G. This was 
the second wedding, and the bride, the first death in Taylorville. 

VOTING. 

At the organization of the couuty the people voted rine voce. 
This plan, by many, was considered as the most independent one ; 
others viewed it in a different light. If the system had no other 
merit, it certainly gave a controlling influence to intriguing politi- 
cians. With the adoption of the ballot system, their power was 
dwarfed. In this county, at that early day, there were two large 
family connections, by the name of Durbin’s and Young's. They 
composed a large portion of the voting population. It was not an 
uncommon remark that as these two sections voted — so went 
the eleetion. Politically they were in sympathy with each other 
and with the “ Whig” party. 

Gavin Ralston, an old line Whig, and a candidate for the office 
of county commissioner, being interrogated as to his prospects for 
an election, replied: “ Very good, as both the Durbin and Young 
wing are with me ina solid column.” It is scarcely necessary to 
say he was elected. Daniel Goode and William C. Brents, both 
old settlers and political leaders, exercised great influence over the 
parties. The constitution of 1848, substituted the ballot for the 
viva voce system. This worked well, and the people have been 
enabled to vote their honest convictions, without being branded as 
a “turn-coat.” The old parties were well disciplined and very 
powerful. Ifa member of cither broke ranks he was soon hounded 
dowu! 

COURT ANECDOTES. 


In the trials before the justices of the peace in the county, 
many amusing incidents and anecdotes have oceurred. 

About forty years ago,in the region of Bolivar, in the north- 
western part of this county, lived one Juhu 8. Thompson, a justice 
of the peace. He was a large, stout, big-fisted Kentuckian. Sam 
Smith was brought before him on a charge of assault and battery. 
Sam soon became boisterous, and began to abuse the justice. Es- 
quire admonished him to keep quiet; but all to no purpose. Sam 
grew worse and worse unti] the burly Esquire’s patience was ex- 
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hausted. “Sam,” said the Esquire, “1 know but little about the 
power the law confers in keeping order in court, but 1 know very 
well the power the Almighty has given me, and so shall you.” 
Suiting the action to his words, the Esquire seized a chair and sent 
Sam whirling to the floor, and then at the end of his boots, relieved 
the office of his presence. Smith then went before another justice, 
filed an affidavit of assault and battery, and had Esquire Thompson 
arrested. The defense set up a plea that the justice was a relative 
to the prosecutor, which point was adjudged well taken, and the 
justice entered a judgment of acquittal. Not satisficd with the de- 
cision, Smith filed another affidavit before E-quire C =p 
Thompson was again arrested and arraigned before the justice. He 
employed counsel, who moved for his acquittal on the ground that 
he “could not be put in jeopardy twice for the same otfence,” under 
the constitution. The Esquire, after consulting various evidences, 
sustained the plea, and Esquire Thompson was again triumphantly 
acquitted, From that time forward there was as good order in the 
office of squire Thompson as in the supreme court-room of the 
State of Ilinois. 

In another case, about thirty-five years ago, in the western part 
of the county, a suit was instituted befure Esquire John R * * *, 
against John W , then residing within three miles of Hills- 
boro, in Montgomery county. Summons issued to constable Wil- 
liam Torranee, with instructions to serve the same; which he ae- 
cordingly executed, and judgment was entered up, by the Esquire, 
for forty dollars and costs of suit. The execution was issued in due 
time and constable Torrance, who again entered Montgomery 
connty, made a levy, took a delivery boud, and in time made the 
debt, and returned the execution satisfied ; neither party knowing 
the force of the eounty lines between them. 

al Pathetic Speech Spotited.In the ease of M , arraigned for 
larceny, his lawyer, from Springfield, a bombastie speaker, in- 
formed his client that the ease was desperate, and that he must be 
governed strietly by his directions, Said he, “ My specch will be 
divided into four parts: first, historical; second argumentative ; 
third, the reply; fourth, the pathetic. You and your wife and 
children must sit quiet till I come to the fourth, or pathetic part ; 
and then I want you all to burst out aloud and cry, groan and take 
on as ] proeeed to the elose. The moment I stop, rise and throw 
your arms around your wife’s neck, and kiss the baby.” The trial 
was opened; the jury empannelled and evidence heard. The pro- 
secuting attorney opened the case with a speech of great power. 
Lawyer Bombast rose with all eyes centered on him, and began as 
follows: “If the court please, gentlemen of the jury, look at my 
client ; look at his poor wife and little babe; look at the afticted 
parents, weighed down with sorrow and grief, sinking as it were to 
their graves! Oh, gentlemen of the jury, can you find it In your 
hearts to send him to the Penitentiary?” 

As he uttcred these last words the prisoner set up a loud howl, 
threw his arms around his wife’s neek, and kissed the babe, while 
the rest of the family joined in the chorus. The lawyer was dumb- 
founded; the court looked in astonishment, the jurors looked at 
each other and wondered what it all meant, but the bombast took 
in the situation at a glance, and explained: “ Nothing, only a mis- 
take of my client, your honor and gentlemen of the jury. He mis- 
took the ‘historical’ for the ‘pathetic’ part of my speceh.” The 
blunderer lost his case. 

A number of very interesting and humorous stories are told of 
William M. Thomas, J. P.; two or three of which we will relate. 
Tn a trial before him a man by the name of Gunn, was a witness. 
The man hesitated not a little and seemed unwilling, after much 
persistent questioning, to tell what he really kuew; when the 
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Esquire became impatient and said—* Come, Mr. Gunn, don’t hang 
fire!” After the examination closed the bystanders were convulsed 
with laughter by the old Esquire adding—* Mr. Gunn, you ean go 
off, you're discharged !” 

The Esquire is also credited with the following decision :—“ The 
fact is, Peter Smith, the jail is an old rickety atfair, as cold as an 
iron wedge. You applied to this court tor release on bail, giving it 
as your opinion, thut you would freeze to death there. It is the 
desire of this court to be humane; and as the weather has nat 
moderated, and toa keep you from freezing, ] will direct the sheriff 
to hang you at + o'clock this atternoon.” 

In another ease before Thomas, —James Funderburk vs. Sam 
Brents,—In trial of Right of Property. Tt was a jury case, com- 
posed of old Dicky Simpson and others. Capt. 11 , suggested 
to the plaintiff, to take a jug of good old bourbon and treat the 
court and jury. Funderburk acted on the suggestion, and it proved 
to be a happy thought. The court drank ; the jury drank, and all 
felt good, The Esquire gave an inkling of his decision in advance. 
Ile said, “ There’s no use going into trial in this ease, for the Right 
of Property is not in Sam Brents, and he is subject to the exeention 
by G—d, sir.” 

The jury nodded assent; as they were in a nodding mood, ‘The 
constable retained possession of the property, and the plaintifl, 
Funderburk, got his money. 

Another case hefore Esquire Thompson, in which Benjamin 
Williams was defendant. The trial did not result to the satisfaction 
of said defendant, and he charged that the Esquire did not do him 
justice. [Lis insulting remarks were overheard by the esquire, and 
on his coming out of the court-house, he gathered hold of a hoop- 
pole, exclaiming, “ By G—d sir, I'l] give you a more substantial 
justice!’ and lampooned him most unmercifully. 

Le Roy Hill, of Sangamon, was a defendant in a suit instituted 
before Thompson. He asked for a change of venue, giving as a 
reason that ‘he didn't like to be tried by steam 57" over which the 
Esquire became wrathy, and “hy the eternal,” swore a perfect streak! 
However the change was granted and the case taken before another 
justice, 


THE Bei PEN,’ OR PUGILISTIC TIMES. 


No sooner had the county seat been located than it became a 
rallying point for all the belligerent spirits of the county. Ben 
W— and William W—— had a fight a few minutes 
after the “locating peg’ had been driven hy the Commissioners. 
This was the inauguration of affrays which continued for several 
years at the county seat, greatly to its diseredit. Persons harboring 
ill-feelings or any grievances against a neighbor, would, on meet- 
ing him, throw out a challenge to meet on “muster day,” or some 
other public oceaston and settle the matter, Time did not seem to 
abate their hostility; the hate once engendered, still rankled in 
their bosoms, and publie opinion deterred to this mode of settling 
old grudges, and it required no little moral courage to withstand it. 
The combatants at the appointed time, would, with their friends, be 
on hand; draw their coats, gird their loins and enter the “bull 
pen,’ —which at that time consisted of the public syuare, in the 
absence of a “stray pen.” Tt was not uncommon for a half-dozen 
such cases to be adjusted in one day, On such occasions, large 
crowds often assembled, and there was usually on hand a bountiful 
supply of “sud corn.” 

Capt. JI——, was sure to be present with his two-wheeled cart, 
containing a cask of “tangle-foot,” and his stentorian voice could 
be heard far and near to repeat—* ‘ho all ye thirsty come and drink.’ 
It is warranted to keep you cvol in the summer and warm in the 


winter. 
water.’ ” 


Indians say there are “fifty fights in every barrel of ‘ fire 


There were times when some of the most prominent men in the 
county would be engaged in these melees. It was on one of these 
memorable oceasious, when Gabriel and others were engaged, that 
Thomas , county collector, supposing himself clothed with 
the necessary authority, mounted the court-house steps and in tones 
of thunder “commanded the peace’? His admonitions not being 
heeded, he threw off his coat, waded in, exclaiming that he would 
“bed dif he didn't have peace!’’ and made for Gabriel, when 
he suddenly “right about faced ” and left on “ double quick,” with 
his long ringlets streaming in the air, as the exeited crowd and the 
captain's commissary closed in the rear! These sovereigns would 
suffer no interference on these warlike oceasions. It was looked 
upon as cowardly to use knives and pistols, and it was very seldom 
that such was the case. 


THE MILITIA SYSTEM, 

In the earlier history of the county the military spirit ran high, 
and many aspirants for position used it as a “stepping-stone” to 
power. Previous to the formation of the county, the people had to 
travel fifteen or twenty miles to Rochester to do military duty. 
This was a great inconvenience, and at length the county was laid 
off into military districts. Elections were ordered in each of the 
company distriets for one captain, one first Heutenant and one en- 
sign, Soon after the organization of the county, the following 
order was issued :— 

© Minitis iy Dane, Notice. 

Lieut. Col. White's Regiment, inelnding all the county of Dane, will parade 
for Review and Inspection at Taylorville, on Friday, Jane 27, 1859, 

By order, A.G. Henry, 
Springfield, Hl. Brigade Major.” 

By this order, the captains were required to be in the field with 
their respective commands, “armed and equipped as the law directs.” 
The great and memorable day came. The parade ground was 
early filled with waving plumes and crowds of anxious citizens. 
The ground where Taylorville had heen located a month pre- 
vious, was dotted over with white tents. Soon the adjutant on 
a splendid grey charger came galloping into the field with orders: 
“ Officers to your places, marshal your men into companies, separa- 
ting the barefvoted from those who have shoes, Placing those who 
have guns, sticks and corn-stalks in separate platoons, and then 
form the line ready to receive your superior officers.” Thomas P. 
Bond had been elected colonel of the regiment. The order was 
executed Col. Bond was seen coming in the distance accompanied 
by the old Lieut. Colonel, with his aids, The lines were wheeled 
into a column and made to perfurm some fine military evolutions, 
and were eventually brought into position for review by the colonel 
and his stath 

The grand column then moyed with the colonel at its head, to a 
field half a mile west of town, with its bayonets, sticks and corn- 
stalks glittering in the sunshiue. 

After exhibiting a fine military display, they were formed into 
line of battle, under the command of the gallant colonel, and a 
sham battle, with corn-stalks was fought, with great fury, much to 
the delight of the by-standers. 

Sim Brents was placed under arms by his commanding officer 
for disobedience of orders, in not poising his corn-stalk at an angle 
of forty-five degrees, in accordance with military usage. A guard 
was placed over him, who was compelled to hold an umbrella over 
his head to protect him from the intolerable heat of the sun, then 
96° F. in the shade. 
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“THE DEEP sxow.” 

The deep snow occurred in the winter of 1830-31. At that 
period the territory now embraced in Christian county was sparsely 
settled. The roads were merely trails or hye-paths; aud the houses 
of the settlers were log-cabins, and of a rude style uf arebitectare, 
aud the Jarder was not well supplied with sufficient provisions to 
carry the settler and his family through the winter. This being 
the case, much suffering occurred. The ‘ deep snow’ is one of the 
land-marks of the early settler. It is the mile-stone, sv to speak, 
from which he counts,in dating events. He sometimes relics upon 
it in recounting the date of his coming, his marriage, and the birth 
of his children. The deep snow was an important and very extra- 
ordinary phenomenon. Nothing has equalled it in this latitude for 
the last century—if the Indians’ traditions are correct as to what 
occurred before the advent of the white man. The Indians had a 
tradition that about seventy-five years before, a suow fell which 
swept away the immense herds of buffalo and elk that then roamed 
over these prairies. This tradition was verified by the vast yuan- 
tity of buffalo and elk bones found on the prairics in different 
localities when first visited by white men. 

The snow began falling early in autumn, and continued at inter- 
vals, throughout the entire winter, The snow falls would be sue- 
ceeded by heavy sleet, forming crusts of ice between the layers of 
snow, strong enough in many places to bear up the deer and hunter. 
Frequently for weeks the sun was not visible, and the eold was so 
intense that not a particle of snow would melt on the sides of the 
eabins ficing the south. For weeks people were blockaded or housvd 
up, and remained so antil starvation compelled them to go forth in 
search of food. Great suffering, hunger and untold hardships were 
endured by the people. (tame, such as deer, prairie chickens, 
quails, rabbits, &e., before that time had been abundant, hut for 
years afterwards was very searce, having perished in the snow. As 
the. snow would thaw, deer were often caught and killed without 
the aid of fire arms, being unable to get through the snow or walk 
ontop. Later in winter, when the mass of snow or ice had become 
compact, fences that were staked and ridered were driven over with 
heavily loaded vehicles, and, in fact the old settlers say in places 
eould not be seen. The snow in many places, where not drifted, was 
three to five feet deep. In the spring, when this immense amount 
of snow melted, the river streams aud marshes became fluoded. 


THE “SUDDEN FREEZE.” 

The writer, in conversing with a lady, an old settler, elicited 
from her the following facts and recollections relative to this won- 
derful and extraordinary atmospheric phenomenon, which occurred 
alittle after noon one day in January, 1836, The lady says, she 
and her family had finished the noon-day meal, and were sitting 
around and in front of the old-fashioned large open fire-place, 
enjoying its generous warmth, chattiug and discussing the state of 
the weather, as during the morning it had been snowing and raining 
a little:—presently the lady in looking from the window in her 
eabin, noticed a heavy black clond lying off to the west, which 
seemed to be rapidly approaching. Needing some water she took a 
bucket and went to the well, at a distance of about a 100 yards, 
lowering the bucket with a long “sweep” then used in drawing the 
water, filled it, and startel for the house. Before reachiny the 
house the wind and raiu struck her; blew and upset a portion of 
the water on her clothing; the cold air seemed to cut like a knife, 
and before she reached the house, her dress and apron were frozcn 
stiff in a solid sheet of ice. Ponds which a moment betore were 
free from the ice, were frozen in a solid mass in a few minutes. 
Many persons were frozen to death who happened to be caught 
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away from home; and many others, before they could get to a plave 
of shelter, had their faeces, cars, hands and feet frozen. Imme- 
diately preceding the storm the ground had been slightly covered 
with snow, which from rain falling in the morning had heeome 
“slushy.” Cattle, that were in the fields, were held tast by the 
“slush” freezing about their teet; and it became necess ry to cut 
away the ice to liberate them. Ducks and geese were imprisoned in 
the same way. It was searcely ten minutes after the cold rea 
swept over the place, that the water and inelting snuw was hard 
enough to bear upa man on horseback. . 

Thus have we brictly sketched a few of the incidents that occur- 
red in the early history of the county. 


CRAP TBR IV: 
CUSTOMS (Ol VE EEE: SDs: 
WABITS AND MODES OF LIVING OF THI: PIONEERS AND FIRST SETTLERS, 
Tis atrite but true proverb that “Times change, and 
we change with them ;” and it is well illustrated by 
the changes in dress, condition and lite, that haye 
taken place in this county in Jess than half’ a cen- 
tury. We doubt net that these changes, as a whole, 


are for the Letter. 

To the old man, indeed, whose life-work is accomplished, and 
whose thoughts dwell mainly on the past, where his treasures are, 
there are no days like the old days, and no song awakens so 
resporsive an ccho in his heart as “Auld Lang Syne.” 

The very skies that areh aboye bis gray head seem less blue 
to his dimmed eve than they did when, in the adoration of’ his 
young heart, he directed to them his gaze; the woods appear less 
green and inviting than when in the gaiety of boyhood he courted 
their cool deaths; and the songs of their teathered inhabitants 
fall less melodiously upon his car. He marks the changes that 
are everywhere vicible, and fvels like crying out in the languave 
of the poet: 


“ Bickward, turn backward, ob, Time, in thy flight!” 


It ix natural for the aged to sigh fur a return of the past, nor 
would we attempt the hopeless task of convincing them that with 
the changes of the years there have come also an increase in 
happiness, an improvement in social life, a progress in education, 
an advancement in morality, and a tendeucy upward in all that 
relates to the welfare of mankind. 

We may learn useful lessons, however, from a stady of that 
land over which the pardonable and fond imagination of the old 
settler has thrown the “light that never was on sea or Tand,” if, 
withdrawing ourselves from the dizzy activities of the present 
day, we let the old settler take us by the hand and lead us back 
into the regions of his youth, that we may observe the life of 
those who teunded a grand empire in a great wilderness Let us 
leave the prow of the rushing ship, from which may be discerned 
a mighty future rich in promises and bright with hepe, and take 
our place upon the stern and gaze backward, into the beautiful 
land ot the past. 

No doubt we shall be led te regret the absence among us of 
some of the virtues of dwellers in those early days. Gone is that 
free-hearted hospitality which made of every scttler’s cabin an fin 
where the belated and weary traveler found entertainment with- 
out money and without price, Gone is that eommunity of senti- 
ment which made neighbors indeed neighburs; that cra of kind- 
ly fecling which was marked by the aliost entire absence of Liti- 


gation, 
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Gone, ton, some say, is that simple, strong, upright, honest 
integrity which was so marked a characteristic of the pioneer. 
So rapid has been the improvement in machinery, and the 


that a study of the manner in which people lived and worked 
only fifty years ago scems like the study of a remote age. 

It ix important ta remember that while a majority of settlers 
were poor, that poverty carried with it ne crushing sense of de- 
eradation like that felt by the very poor of our age. They lived 
ina cabin, it is truc, but it was their own, and had been reared 
hy their hands. Their house, too, while inconvenient and tar 
from water-proof. was built in the prevailing style of architecture, 
and would compare favorably with the homes of their neighbors. 

They were destitute of many of the conveniences of lite, and of 
some things that are new considered necessarivs; but they 
patiently endured their lot and hopetully looked forward to bet- 
ter. They had plenty to wear as protection against the weather, 
and an abundance of wholesome food, They sat down to a rude 
table to eat from tin or pewter dishes; but the meat thereon 
spread—the flesh of the deer or bear, of the wild duck or turkey, 
of the quail or xquirrel—was superior to that we cat, and had 
been won by the skill of the head of the house or of his 
vigorous sons "The bread they ate was made from corn or wheat 
of their own raising. They walked the green carpet of the grand 
prairie or forcat that surrounded thei, not with the air of a beg- 
gar, but with the elastic step of a self-respeeted freeman.” 

The settler brought with him the keen axe, which was indis- 
pensable, and the equally necessary rifle; the first his weapon of 
offence against the forests that skirted the water courses, aud 
near which he made his home; the secand that of defence from 
the attacks of his foe, the cunning child of the forest and prairie. 
His first labor was to fell trees and erect his unpretentious eabin, 
whieh was rndely made of logs, and in the raising of which he 
had the cheerful aid of his neighbors. It was usually from four- 
teen to sixteen fect square, and never larger than twenty feet, 
and was frequently built entirely without glass, pails, hinges or 
locks. 

The manner of building was as follows: 


First, large logs were 
laid in position as sills; on these were placed strong sleepers, and 
on the sleepers were laid the rough hewed puncheons, which were 
to serve as floors, The logs were then built up till the proper 
height for the eaves was reached; then on the ends of the build- 
ing were placed poles, longer than the other end logs, which 
projected some cizhteen or more inches over the sides, and were 
called “bu ting-pole sleepers ;” on the projecting ends of these was 
placed the “butting-pole,” which served to give the line to the 
first row of elap-buards, These were, as a matter of course, split, 
and as the gables of the cabin were built up, were so laid ou as 
to lap a third of their length. They were often kept in place by 
the weight of a heavy pole, which was laid across the roof paral- 
Jel to the ridge-pole. The house was then chinked, and daubed 
with a coarse mortar. 

A huge tire place was built in at one end of the house, in 
which fire was kindled for cocking purposes, for the settlers gen- 
erally were without stoves, and which furnished the needed 
warmth in winter. The ecetling above was sometimes covered 
with the pelts of the raccoon, opossum, and of the wolf, to add to 


*The whole country, now dotted with smiling farms anid happy villages, traversed 


by railvoads and telegraph wires, was a wilderness, consisting ¢hictly of pral 


ie, 
whieh stretched away im billowy vastness like a econygeuled ocean, Along the water- 
courses was 4 fringe of tinrber, and vecasivnally was to he seen a grove. The immi- 
grants came; some in carts, the children packed like sardines in a box: some in 
wagons, and sume on horseback with pack-horses 


the warmth of the dwelling. Sometimes the soft inner bark of 
the bass wood was used for the same purpose. The cabin was 
lighted by means of greased paper-windows, A log would be 
lett out along one side, and sheets of strong paper, well greased 
with eoon-grease or hear oil, would be carefully tacked in. 

The above description only applies to the very earliest times, 
before the rattle of the saw-mill was heard within our horders. 

The furniture comported admirably with the house itself, and 
hence, if not elegant, was i most perfeet taste. The tables had 
four legs, and were rudely made from a puncheon, Their seats 
were stools having three or four legs, The bedstead was in 
keeping with the rest, and was often so contrived as to permit it 
to be drawn up and fastened to the wall during the day, thus 
affording more room to the family. The entire furniture was 
simple, and wax framed with no other tool than the axe and au- 
ger. Each was his own carpenter; and some displayed consid- 
erable ingenuity in the construction of implements of agriculture, 
and utensils, and furniture for the kitchen and house. Iniyes 
and forks they sometimes had, and sometimes had not. The 
common table-knife was the pack-knife or buteher-knife.* 
Tlorse collars were sometimes toade of the plaited husk of the 
maiz? sewed together. They were easy on the neck of the horse, 
and if tug-traces were used, would last a long while. Horses 
were not used very much, however, and oxen were almost exclu- 
sively used, In some instances carts and wagons were con- 
structed or repaired by the self-reliant settler; and the woful 
creaking of the untarred axles could be heard at a great dis- 
ance, 

The women corresponded well with the description of the 
virtuous woman in the last chapter of Proverbs, for they “sought 
wool and flax, and worked willingly with their hands.” They 
did not, itis true, make for themselves “coverings of tapestry,” 
nor could it be said of them that their “clothing was silk and 
purple ;” hut they “rose while it was yet might, and gave meat 
unto their household,” and they © girded their loins with strength 
and strengthened their arms.’ They looked well to the ways of 
their household and ate not the bread of idleness. They laid 
“their hands to the spindle and to the distaff," and “ strength 
and honor were in their clothing.” 

Tn these days of furbclows and flounces, when from twenty to 
thirty yards are required by one fair damsel for a dress, it is re- 
freshing to know that the ladics of that ancient time considered 
cizht yards an extravagant amount to put into one dress. The 
dress was usuatly made plain with four widths in the skirt, the 
two front ones cut gored. The waist was made very short, and 
across the shoulders behind was a draw-string. The sleeves were 
enormously large, and tapered from shoulder to wrist, and the 
most fashionable—tor fashion, like love, rales alike the “court 
and grove’’—were padded so as to resemble a bolster at the 
upper part and were known as “mutton legs,” or “sheep shank 
sleeves.’ The sleeve was kept in shape often by a heavily 
starched lining. Those who could afford it used feathers, which 
gave the sleeve the appearance of an inflated balloon from elbow 
up, and were known as “ pillow-sleeves,” 

Many bows and some ribbons were worn, but scarcely any 
jewelry. The tow dress was superseded by the cotton gown. 
Around the neck, instead of a lace collar or elegant ribbon, there 
was disposed a copperas colored neck-kerchief. 

In going to church or other public gathering in summer 


* Wooden vessels, cither dug out or coopered, and called “noggins," were in com- 
mon use for bowls, out of which each member of the family ate mush and milk for 
supper. A gourd formed the drinking cup. 


weather, they sometimes walked barefoot till near their destina- 
tion, when they would put on their shoes or moccasins. They 
were contented and even happy without any of the elegant 
articles of dress. Rutfles, fine laces, silk hats, kid gloves, false 
curls, rings, combs and jewels, were nearly unknown, nor did the 
lack of them vex their souls. Many of them were grown before 
they ever saw the interior of a well-supplied dry-goods store, 
They were reared in simplicity, lived in simplicity, and were 
happy in simplicity. 

It may be interesting to speak more specifically regarding 
cookery and diet. Wild meat was plentiful. The settlers gen- 
erally brought some food with them to last till a erop could be 
raised Small patches of Indian corn were raised, which, in the 
earliest days of the settlements, was beaten ina mortar. Tbe 
meal was made into a coarse but wholesome bread, on which the 
teeth coulil not be very tightly shut on aceount of the grit it 
contained. Johnuny-cake and pones were served up at dinner, 
while mush and milk was the favorite dish for supper. In the 
fire-plaee hung the crane, and the dutch-oven was used in baking. 
The streams abounded in fish, which formed a healthful article 
of food. Many kinds of greens, such as dock and polk, were 
eaten. The “truek-patch” furnished roasting cars, pumpkins, 
beans. squashes and potatoes, and these were used hy all. For 
reaping-bees, log-rollings, and house-raisings, the standard dish 
was pot-pie. Coffee and tea were used sparingly, as they were 
very dear, and the hardy pioneer thought them a drink fit only 
for women and children. They said it would not “stick to the 
ribs.’ Maple-sugar was much used, and honey was only five 
centsa pound. Butter was the same price, while eggs were three 
cents. The utmost good feeling prevailed. If one killed hogs 
al] shared. Chickens were to be seen in great numbers around 
every doorway; and the gabble of the turkey and the quack of 
the duck were heard in the land. Nature contributed of her 
fruits. Wild grapes and plums were to be found in their sea- 
son, along the streams. 

The women nmanufactured nearly all the elothing worn hy the 
family. In cool weather gowns made of “linsey-woolsey” were 
worn by the ladies. The chain was of cotton and the filling of 
wool The fabric was usually plaid or striped, and the differing 
colors were blended according to the taste and fancy of the fair 
maker. Colors were blue, copperas, turkey-red, light blue, ete. 
Every house contained a card-loom and spinning-wheels, which 
were considered hy the women as necessary for them as the rifle 
for the men. Several different kinds of cloth were made — Cloth 
was woven from cotton. The rolls were bought and spun, on little 
and big wheels, into two kinds of thread; one the “ ehain,” the 
other the “fillmg.”” The more experienced only spun the ehain ; 
the younger the filling. Two kinds of loom were in use. The 
most primitive in construction was called the “side-loom.’’ The 
frame of it consisted of two pieces of scantling running obliquely 
from the floor to the wall. Later, the freme-loom, which was a 
great improvement over the other, eame into use. 

The men and boys wore “jeans” and linsey-woolsey hunting 
shirts. The “jeans” were colored either light-blue or butternut, 

Many times when the men gathered toa log-rolling or barn-* 
raising, the women would assemble, bringing their spinning- 


wheels with them. In this way sometimes az many as ten or 
twelve would gather in one room, and the pleasaut voices of the 
fair spmners were mingled with the low hum of the spinning- 
wheels, “Oh! golden early days!” 

Such articles of apparel as could not be manufactured were 
brought to them from the nearest store hy the mail carrier. 
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These were few, however. The men and hoys, in many instances, 
wore pantaloons made of the dressed skin of the deer, whieh then 
swarmed the prairies in Jarge herds. The young man who 
desired to look captivating to the eve of the maiden whom he 
leved, had his “bneks” fringed, which lent them a not unpleasing 
effect. Meal-saeks were also made of buckskin. Caps were 
made of the skins of the wolf, fox, wild-eat and musk-rat, tanned 
with the fur on. The tail of the fox or wolf often hung down the 
top of the cap, lending the wearer a jaunty air. Both sexes wore 
moceasins, which in dry weather were an excellent substitute for 
shoes. There were no shoemakers, and each family made its own 
shoes, 

The settlers were separated from their neighbors often by 
miles, There were no chureh-houses or regular services of any 
kind to eall them together; hence, no doubt, the cheerfulness with 
whieh they aceepted invitations to a house-raising, or a log-1oll- 
ing, or a corn-husking, or a bee of any kind. To attend these 
gatherings they would go ten and sometimes more imiles. 

Generally with the invitation to the men went one to the wo- 
men, ta come toa quilting. The good woman of the house where 
the festivitic~ were to take place would be busily engaged for a 
day or more in preparation for the coming guests. Great quanti- 
tics of provisions were to be prepared, for dyspepsia was unknown 
to the pionecr, and good appetites were the rule and not the ex- 
ception. 

“The bread used at these frolics was baked gencrally on 
Johnny or Journey cake boards, and is the best coru-bread ever 
made, A board is made smooth, about two feet long and eight 
The dough is 
spread out on this board, and placed leaning befure the fire. 
One side is baked, and then the dough is changed on the board, 
so the other side is presented, in its turn, to the fire. This is 
Johnny-eake, and is good if the proper materials are put in the 
dough, and it is properly baked.’—Reynolds’ History. 

At all Jog-rollings and house-raisings it was customary to pro- 
vide liquor, Exeesses were not indulged in, however. The 
fiddler was never forgotten. After the day's work had been 
accomplished, out doors and in, hy men and women, the floor 
The handsome, stal- 
wart young men, whose fine forms were the result of their manly 
out-door life, clad in fringed buckskin breeches and gandily 
colored hunting-shirts, led forth the bright-eyed, buxom damsels, 
attired in neatly-fitting Hinsey-woolscy garments, to the dance, 
their cheeks glowing with health and cyes speaking of enjoy- 
ment, and perhaps of a tenderer emotion. 

The following deseription of a “Shueking” of the olden time 
is taken from Reynolds’ Pioncer-LHistary of Elinois: 

“In pure pioneer tines the crops of corn were never husked 
on the stalk, as is done at this day, but were hauled home in the 
husk and thrown ina heap, generally by the side of the ertb, so 
that the ears, when hueked, could be thrown direct into the erib. 
The whole neighborhood, male and female, were invited to the 
shucking, as it was called. The girls, and many of the married 
ladiex, generally engaged in this amusing work. 

“Tn the first place two leading expert huskers were chosen as 
captains, and the heap of corn divided as nearly equal as possi- 
ble. Rails were laid across the pile so as to designate the divi- 
sion; and then each captain chose, alternately, his eorps of 
huskers, male and female. The whole mumber of working hands 
present were selected, on one side or the other, and then each party 


inches wide—the ends are generally rounded. 


was cleared and the merry danee began. 


commenecd a contest to beat the other, which was in many eases 
truly exciting. One other rule was, that whenever a male husked a 
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rel car of corn. he was entitled to a kiss from the girls This 
frequently excited much fuss and scufiling, whieh was intended 
by both parties to end in a kiss. It was a universal practice 
that fafie or Monongahela whisky was uscd] at these husking 
frolies, which they drank eut of a bottle, cach one, male and fe- 
male, taking the bettle and drinking out of it, and then handing 
it to lis next neighbor, without using any glass or cup whatever. 
This custom was common, and not considered rude. Almost al- 
ways these cornshucks ended in a danee. To prepare for this 
amusement fiddles and fiddlers were in great demand; and it 
ction required much fast riding to obtain them. One violin and 
a performer were all that was contemplated at these inocent 
rural games. 

“Towards dark, and the supper halforer, then it was that a 
hustle and conjusion commenced. The confusion of tongues at. 
Babel would haye been ashamed at the vorn-shuekings. The 
young ones hurrying off the table, and the eld ones contending 
tor time and order. Tt was the case uine times out of ten, that 
hut one dwelling-honse was on the premises, and that uscd for cat- 
ing as well as dancing. 

“ But when the fiddler commeneed tuning his instrament the 
music always gained the victory for the young side. Then the 
dishes, victuals, table and all, disappeared in a few minutes, and 
the room was cleared, the dogs drove out, and the floor swept off 
ready for action. The floors of these houses were sometimes the 
natural earth, beat solid, sometimes the carth with puncheons in 
the middle over the potato-hole, and at times the whole floor was 
made of puncheons. 

“The music at these country dances made the young folks 
almost frantic, and sometimes much excitement was displayed to 
get on the floor first. Generally the fiddler on these vecasions 
assumed an important bearing, and ordered, in’ trae professional 
style, so and so to be done; as that was the way in North Caro- 
lina, where he was raised. The decision ended the contest for the 
floor. In those days they danced jigs and four-handed reels, as 
they were called, Sometimes three-handed reels were also 
danced. 

“In these dances there was no standing still; all were moy- 
ing ata rapid pace from the beginning to the end. fn the jigs 
the bystanders cut one another out, as it was called, so that this 
danee would last for hours. Sometimes the partics in a jig 
tried to tire one another down in the danee, and then it would 
also last a long time before one or the other gave up. 

“The cotillion or stand-still dances were not then known. 

“The bottle went round at these parties as it did at the shuck- 
ings, and male and female took a dram out of it as it passed 
around, No sitting was indulged in, and the folks cither stood 
ory danced all night, as generally day-light ended the frolic, 
The dress of these hardy pionecrs was generally in plain home- 
spun, The hunting-shirt was much worn at that time, which is 
a convenient working or dancing dress. Sometimes dressed 
deer-skin pantaloons were uscd ou these occasions, and mawkaw- 
sins—rarely shoes—and at times bare feet were indulged in, 

“In the morning all go home on horschack or on foot. No 
carriages, wagons or other ychieles were used on these occasions, 
tor the best of reasons—heeause they had none.” 

Dancing was a favorite amusement, und was participated in 
by all. 

“ Alike all ages; dancers of ancient days, 
Have Jed their children throagh the mirthful maze, 
And the gray grandsire, skilled in gestic lore, 


” 


Has frisked beneath the bucden of three-scsre. 


The amusements of that day were more athletic and rude than 
those of to-day. .Among settlers in a new country, from the na- 
ture of the case, a higher value is set upon physical than mental 
endowments. Skill in wood-craft, superiority of muscular devel- 
opment, accuracy in shooting with the rifle, activity, swiftness of 
foot, were the qualifications that brought their possessors tame. 
Foot-racing was often practiced, and often the boys and young 
nien engaged in friendly contests with the Tndians. Every man 
had a rifle, always kept in good order; his ilints, bullet-moulds, 
screw driver, awl, butcher-knife and tomahawk were fastened to 
the shot-pouch strap or to the belt around the waist. Target-shoot- 
ing was much practiced, and shots were made by the hunters and 
settlers, with flint-lock rifles, that cannot be excelled by their 
descendants with the improved breceh-loalers of the present day. 

At all gatherings jumping ‘and wrestling were indulged in, and 
those who execlled were theneeforward men of notoriety. Cards, 
dice, and vther gambling implements were unknown. Dancing 
was a favorite amusement. It was participated in by all. 

At the shooting-matches, whieh were usually tor the prize of a 
turkey, or a gallon of whisky, good feeling generally prevailed, 
If disputes arose, they were settled often by a square stand-up 
fight, and no one thought of using other weapons than fists. They 
held no erndves after their fights, for this was considered un- 
manly, It was the rule that, ifa fight oceurred between two per- 
sons, the victor should pour water for the defeated as he washed 
away the traces of the fray, after which the latter was to per- 
form the same service for the former. 

To illustrate the ready ingenuity of the early settlers, devel- 
oped by their poverty, and remoti ness from places where neces- 
raries conld he purchased, we borrow an anecdote, from “ Ford's 
Iistory of Winois,” related of James Lemon, a well-known pio- 
neer of Monroe county, and an old-style Baptist preacher. A 
farmer by occupation, “Ife manufactured harness as they were 
required. Being one day employed in plowing a piece of stubble 
ground, op turning out for diuner, as was his wont, he leit the 
harness on the beam of the plow. Eis son, not differing from the 
proverbial minister's boy, perhaps, who had assisted him by remoy- 
ing the clogging straw from the plow with a pitchfork, remained 
behind long cnough to conceal one of the collars, that he might 
have a playing spell while his father was oceupicd in making 
another. But his plot failed; on returning after dinner and 
missing the collar, his father reflecting a few minutes promptly 
divested himself of his leather breeches, stuffed the legs with 
stubble, straddled them across the neck of the horse for a collar, 
and plowed the remainder of the day bare-legged, requiring the 
assistance of his truantly inclined boy all of the time.” At this 
day, to provide for such a mishap, half a day would have been 
spent in going to town after another collar, and the boy would 
probably have gained his point. 

Pioneer Millx—Among the first were the “band mills.” A 
description of one will net prove uninteresting, The plan was 
eheap. The horse-power consisted of a large upright shaft, some 
ten or twelve feet in height, with some cight or ten long arms 
let into the main shaft and extending out from it fifteen feet. 
Auger holes were bored into the arms on the upper side at the end, 
into which wooden pins were driven. This was called the ‘big 
wheel,” and was, as has been seen, about twenty tect in diameter. 
The raw hide belt or tug was made of skins taken off beef 

‘attle, which were eut into strips three inches in width; these 
were twisted into a round cord or tug, which was long enough to 
cneircle the circumference of the big wheel. There it was held 
in place by the wocden pins, then to cross and pass under a shed 
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to run around a drum or what is called a “truunel head,’? which 
was attached to the grinding apparatus. The horses or oxen 
were hitched to the arms hy means of raw hide tugs. Then 
walking in a circle the machinery would be set in motion. To 
grind twelve bushels of corn was considered a good day's work 
on a baud mill, 

The most rude and primitive method of manufacturing meal 
was by the use of the Grater. A plate of tin is picreed with 
many holes, so that one side is very rough, The tin ix made 
oval, and then nailed to a board. An car of corn was rubbed 
hard on this grater whereby the meal was forced through the holes, 
and fell into a vessel, prepared to reecive it. An improvement on 
this was the Hand-mill. The stones were smaller than those of the 
band-mill and were propelled by man or womau power. A hole 
is made iu the upper stoue, and a staff of wood is put in it, aud the 
other end of the staffis put through a hole in a plauk above, so 
that the whole is free to uct. One or two persons take hold of 
this staffand turn the upper stoue as rapidly as possible. An 
eye is made in the upper stone, through which the corn is put 
into the mill, with the hand, in small quantities to suit the miil, 
instead ofa hopper. A mortar, wherein corn was beaten into meal, 
is made out of a Jarge round log three or four feet long. One end 
is cut or burut out so as to hold a peek of corn, more or less, ae- 
cording to circumstances. This mortar is set one cnd on the 
ground, and the other up, to hold thecorn. A sweep is prepared 
over the mortar so that the spring of the pole raises the piston, 
and the hands at it force it so hard down on the corn that, after 
much beating, meal is manufactured. 

The picture here drawn of the pioneers, their modes of living, 
their customs, and amusemeuts, while lacking entire complete- 
ness, we feel is not inaccurate and untruthful. 


CRA MILER: Vv. 


GEOGRAPHY, AGRICULTURAL AND MANUFACTURING NE- 
SOURCES AND RAILROAD FACILITIES, 


HRISTIAN COUNTY lies between the 59th and 40th 
parallel of latitude. It is classed as one of the south cen- 
tral counties. Its greatest length is about thirty-two and 
a half miles from north to south, and greatest breadth 
tweuty-seven miles from east to west, measured in section 

lines, and contains an area of 700 square miles, or 451,200 acres. 

{t is bounded on the north by Sangamon aud Macon counties, east 

by Macon and Shelby couuties, south by Shelby and Montgomery 

counties, west by Montgomery and Sangamon counties. 

Taylorville, the capital of the county, is situated near the centre, 
on the lines of the Wabash, St. Louis, and Pacific Railway, and the 
Springfield brauch of the Ohio and Mississippi Nailroad. It is 
eighty-one miles north-east from St. Louis, and twenty miles south- 
west from Decatur. 

Form.—In form the county is nearly au oblong square, and is 
divided into fifteen full, and ten fractional congressional townships, 
and into seventeen municipal townships or voting precincts, as fol- 
lows: namely, Pana, Assumption, Prairieton, Resemond, Locust, 
May, Stonington, Mosquito, Greenwood, Johnson, Taylorville, 
Buckhart, Mt. Auburn, Ricks, Bear creek, South Fork, and King. 

Popwation—The population of the county, aceording to the 
consus of 1870, is 29,552. The increase has been very large siuce 
then. The population is composed of Inglish, German, Lrish, 
French, and Swede extraction, with a few colored persons. 

Waters. —It is watered by several streams: the Sangamon river, 


on the north, is the largest, and drains a Jarge area of country ; its 
principal tributaries are Buckhart and Mosquito erceks, Buek- 
hart creek rises in the south-eastern part of Stonington township, 
and flows in a north-westerly direction, leaviug the county in See- 
tion 22, township 15-3, aud mingles its waters with the Sangamon. 
Mosyuito ereck heads in Wheatland township, Macon county, and 
runs ina westerly direction uutil it crosses the Christian county 
line, when its course assumes a north-westerly direction, emptying 
in the Sanganion on Secticu 25, Tp. 16, Range 2. By far the 
greatest area drained in the county is by the Svuth Fork, Flat 
Branch, Bear creek, Clear creek, Lick ereek, Cottouwood creek, 
Prairie Fork, and their tributaries, AIL of the county south of 
Backhart and Stonington township is drained by these streams 
and their tributaries, which flow principally in a northern and 
north-western direction, and are all affluents of the South Fork. 
Each of these streams possesses its tributaries, xo that the entire 
surface of the country is well watered and drained. In portious of 
the county good water is aifurded by copious springs; the high 
grounds are the water-sheds between the creeks. 

Tinher,—The streams of the county are lined with belts of tim- 
ber varying from two to six miles in width, abounding with the 
various species of oak, hiekory, walnut, sveamore, maple, cherry, 
ete. The native kinds of timber are fully set forth iu the chapter on 
the Flora of the county, and hence demand but brief meution here. 
In carlier years the timber was destroyed with a degree of reckless- 
ness, More particularly was this the case with the lands of non- 
residents and speculators; the latter class entered most of the 
timbered Jands with the view of future speculations. Much of the 
forest has disappeared before the axe of the woodman, and ix used for 
railroad ties, for fuel and fencing, Since the introduction of Osage 
orange for hedges, which are a common fence in this county, and 
the mtroduction of coal for fuel, it may be safely estimated that the 
annual growth of timber is fally equal to the yearly consumption 
of this county. Artificial grooves and belts, consisting chiefly of 
hard and soft maple, elm, and fruit trees, have been planted on the 
prairies for shade and shelter. 

Lund Surface-—The land surface is divided between timber and 
prairie, At least three-fourths of the couuty consisted originally of 
prairie. The surface in Rusemond, some portions of Pana, Bear 
creek, South Fork, Mt. Auburn, and parts of Johnson and May, 
are rather undulatmg. There are occasionally small hills or blutfs 
adjacent to the streams, principally along the Flat Branch, South 
Fork, aud Sangamon, and their tributaries. This county is a part 
of what has been happily termed “Grand Prairie of the West,” 
which exteuds from the heavily-timbered regions of the sluggish 
Wabash on the east, to the pine-clad Rocky mountains on the 
west. A few mounds exist. The most noted are those in Rose- 
mound and Mt. Auburn townships. The natural and artificial 
groves, the fringed banks of the water-courses, the smiling farms, 
with their fields of maize, and grain, and herds of eaitle, all go to 
form a picture of surpassing loveliness. But little of the land is too 
flat for drainage or too broken for tillage, hence the greater portion 
is suseeptible of cultivation, and affords the widest application of 
machinery. 

Soil and Agriculture—This county may be classed among the 
richest and most productive in the state. Its soil is dark and of the 
richest quality, ranging from one to four feet in depth. It is com- 
posed largely of vegetable mould, formed from the decomposition 
of grass and prairie weeds, the accumulativus of centuries. It is 
seemingly inexhaustible. In the more northern portious of the 
county the soil is somewhat changed, and is called the “sand ridge.” 
Tt produces well, and most of it is under cultivation. Experience 
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has demonstrated that this kind of soil will stand the drought much 
better than heavier soils. There is another ridge of a similar char- 
acter, extending in a north-east direction from the county seat, 
west of the Flat-Branch timber. Tt also produces well. The 
suil of the county generally is adapted to raising nearly all the 
cereals, such as wheat, corn, oats, rye, barley, ete. Tohaeco, castor 
beans, andl flax have been cultivated to a considerable extent. 
Before the “deep snow” eotton was raised profitably. The climate 
then was milder. A few years ago the castor bean was cultivated 
extensively on Bear ereek and other portions of the county. A 
market was found for them at Edwardsville at from $1.50 to $2.50 
per bushel. In grain and live-stock the official reports exhibit a 
wonderful growth during the past few years. The climate is favor- 
able to fruit culture; all kinds can he raised with success and profit. 
Those mostly deserving attention are the apple, pear, peach, cherry, 
plum, grapes; and many smaller froits and berrics thrive well. 
Vegetables of all kinds grow to perfection. The “ [ineis Maga- 
zine,” published nearly forty years ago at Vandalia, says, “Cabbage 
heads three feet in diameter, or nine feet in circumference, are no 
great wonder in IHinois soil.” The seed has somewhat degenerated 
since that date, or the imagination of the editor was larger than the 
results attained at the present time by the growers of eabbage. 

(rasses—Blue grass, red and white top clover, and timothy, 
grow with great luxurance. 

The chief industry of the people is agriculture and stock-raising, 
which employs a majority of the people of the county, who possess 
all the sterling virtues of the rural freeholder. Direetly upon the 
broad shoulders of the tiller of the soil rests the prosperity of every 
other class of men. He holds in his hands the destinies of all. 
Jlis prosperity means universal prosperity ; his failure universal 
distress. 

UNITED STATES SURVEYS. 

The following are the dates andSurveys made in Christian county, 

names of Deputy Surveyors, &e., &e. 


Township " Datecf downslap Date of 
Deputy and Dateaf Return of Drputy and = Date of Return of 
Surveyors. Range. Survey. Survey. Surveyors. Range. Survey. Survey. 
Enoch Moore 11—t W1818 1819 Wm.V Rector 13—2 W 182t 
Wo. Gordon 12-3 E 1st8 1819 do 14-2 W 182t 
W.S.Hamilton 1f—1 E 1821 do 15-2 W LSE 
do 12-1 E 1821 ALL. Langham16-2 W 1821 
do 13-1 E 182t EE. Moure 1t—3 W 1819 
do 14-1 E 1821 Wm. VY. Reetor 18—3 W Ts2t 
Enoch Moore 12—L W 1818 1819 do 14-3 W 1s2t 
Wn. V. Rector 12—1 W 1821 do 15-3 W 1821 
do 14-1 W 182t _ a—4W 
do 15-1 W 1821 _ 12-1 W — 
A.L, Langham 16-1 W 1821) Wm. V. Rector 13—1 W 1821 
Enoch Moore 11—2 W 1819 do 14-4 W 1s2t 
da 2-2 WV 1819 Wm, Rector Sarveyor General, 1S}8. 


Public Lands —The publie lands were first offered for sale in 
November, 1825, after which they were subject to private entry. 
On the Ist of July, 1820, Congress reduced the price of the public 
lands from $2 to $1.25 per acre. On the 8th May, 1822, a land 
office was established at Springfield, Illinois. The lands in the 
north half of the county were subject to entry at Springfield. All 
lands were exempt from taxation for five years from date of entry. 

The first tract of Jand entered in what now constitutes the boun- 
daries of Christian county, was by Jacob Cale; it being the E. 3 
of W. 3, seetion 10, township 14-3 (Buekhart township), March 
10th, 1827. The second tract entered was the W. 3,8. W. 4, see- 
tion 15, township 15-3 (Mit. Auburn), Noy. 2tst, 1827, by Robert 
Archie, an old settler familiarly known in the county. “Archie's 
Mill” was a honschold word. It was located on this tract. 


The third tract entered was in the same township, W. 3, N. W. 4, 
section 26, township 15-5, on the 12th of September, 1829, by 
John Daigh. The fourth tract by Ephraim Cooper, W. 3, N. W. 4, 
section 24, township 15-8 W., Oct. 19th, 1829; he was the pioncer 
settler in the north part of the eounty. These men occupied these 
lands several years as “ Squatters,” before they came into market. 
As all the lands in the county were vacant, they did not apprehend 
any danger in being entered out. 


MANUFACTURING INTERESTS FROM CENSUS OF 1870, 
While the chief industry of the people of this country is agricul- 
ture and stock raising, yet the manufacturing interests are small 
only in a comparative sense. We call the attention of the reader 
to the following statistics. 


Census 1870. 


Capital 

Wages 
Materials. 
Products. 


Dollars. | Dollars, Dollars  Dotlars, 


CHRISTIAN COUNTY. 


Agricultural implement Ry iH) S10 | 2360 TST 12244 
pA tela er eaconmerene fers 3 a4 fay | B70 ys Tzan 
Carnages and wago a 1s 7300 372 SUTT 12625 
Clothiag, men’s ... es 13 Ti 2400 R50 13stn) 
Floaring-mill products. 7 4 131500 2d10 COtzvu | TIE O 
Sash, doors and blinds... I 


13 T6000 Saw Troe 29200) 


NAILROAD SYSTEM. 
Transportation Facilities. 


The INinois Central Railroad enters Christian county on section 
36, township 14, range 1 east, and traverses the county in a south- 
western direction, Jeaving it on section 33, township 11, range 1 
east, passing through Assumption and Pana, The latter is the most 
important station. In September, 1850, congress passed an act, 
and it was approved by President Fillmore, granting an aggregate 
of 2,595,055 acres to aid in building this road. 

The act granted the right of way, and gave alternate sections of 
land for six miles on cither side of the road. The grant of land 
was made directly to the state. On the 10th of February, 1851], 
the legislature of Ulinois granted a charter to an eastern com- 
pany, represented by Rantoul and others, to build it, with a capital 
stock of $1,000,000. The legislature, in granting the charter, 
and transferring to the corporation the lands, stipulated that 
seven per cent. of the gross carnings of the road should be 
paid semi-annually into the treasury of the state forever. This 
wise provision, in lieu of the liberal land grant, yiclds a hand- 
some annual revenue to the state. This road has a total length of 
706 miles, connecting Cairo with Chicago and Dunleith, or from 
Cairo to Centralia 112 miles, and from Centralia to Dunleith 341 
miles. This road is one of the great trunk lines of Illinois and the 
Mississippi Valley ; its principal leased line in this state is the Gil- 
man and Springfield road, and with its Jowa division, running from 
Dubuque to Sioux city, serve to mark it as one of the principal 
roads of the west. It connects Chicago with St. Louis by the Van- 
dalia road. The first ground broken toward the building of this 
road in this county was in 1855. And the cars were running the 
following year, and then Pana and Assumption stations were 


loeated. 
INDIANAPOLIS AND ST. LOUIS RAILROAD. 


(Formerly the Terre-Haute, Alton and St. Louis railroad). Tts 
general offices are located at Indianapolis, which point is its cast- 
ern terminus. And St. Louis being the western termini, the 
length of track from either termini is 261 miles. The road-bed is of 
substantial build, well ballasted, tied and ironed. Tt enters the 
state of Hlinois in Edgar county, aud the principal towns which it * 
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passes through in this state, are Paris, Charleston, Mattoon, Shel- 
byville, Puna, Hillsboro, Litchfield, Bunker Hill, Alton and East 
St. Louis. The line of the road is laid through a very fertile dis- 
triet of the state, and it receives a fair proportion of the traffic. 
It strikes Christian county first on the northern portion of section 
24, Pana township, and traverses the county ina south-westerly 
direction, leaying it on section 33, in Nosemond township. The 
stations in this county are Puna and Rosemond; Pana beiug the 
most important station. This road was completed near the same 
date as the Illinois Central, the crossing of which determined the 
location of Pana, in 1855. 


WABASH, ST. LOUIS, AND PACIFIC RAILWAY. 

This is the most important road in the county, and is the great 
north and south line connecting with the principal eastern and 
western cities; it does a heavy business. The length of the line in 
the county is over thirty-one miles. It furnishes transportation 
facilities for the flourishing towns of Taylorville, Morrisonville, Pal- 
mer and other stations on the road and the district of country tributary 
and adjacent thereto. It euters the county on section 1, Stonington 
township traverses it ina southwesterly direction, and leaves it at 
Harvel on section 34, King township. 1t crosses the Springfield 
division of the Ohio and Mississippi, at Taylorville, the county-seat. 

This road was built under a charter granted to a corporation 
under the style of Decatur and East St. Louis Railroad; the work 
was commenced in 1869, and finished through this county in the 
spring of 1870. The Wabash is now one of the best roads in the west. 


SPRINGFIELD DIVISION OF OHIO AND MISSISSIPPI RAILROAD. 


This road runs diagonally through the county, from the North- 
west to the South-east corner. Tt enters the county on section ten, 
Buckhart township, and traverses it in a south easterly direction, 
crossing the Wabash, St. Louis & Pacifie at Taylorville, and pass- 
ing on to Pana, leaves the country on section 24. Pana township, 
Taylorville and Pana, are the principal stations on the read, and 
do the greatest amount of business. There are other thriving and 
growing towns on the line of this road, such as Edinburg, Sharps- 
burg, Owaneco and Millersville. This road was formerly known 
as the Springfield and Pana R. N., afterwards as the Springfield & 
South-eastern R. R., and on the first of’ April, 1875, it was sold to 
the O. & M. RR. Company. It was built under a charter ob- 
tained in 1865 and completed in 1870. The first train entered the 
corporation of Taylorville ut 5 Pp. M., October 2sth, 1869. The 
first through train from Beardstown to Shawyeetown was run on 
the 28th of March, 1872. The first telegraph office opened in Tay- 
lorville was at the office of this road, May 11th, 1872. 


CoAr I Bir V1. 
GEOLOGY. 

E are indebted to A. IT. Worthen, editor of the State 
Geological Report for the following article, and have 
selected such portions as we deem of most interest to 
our readers. 


GENERAL FEATURES, SOIL, TIMBER, ETC. 

On the north, it is drained by the Sangamon river, and the cer- 
tral, southern and western parts of the county are watered by the 
South Fork of Sangamon and its tributaries, Bear, Locust, 
Prairie Fork and Flat creeks. The smaller streams sometimes are 
nearly dry, but the two main forks of Sangamon gencrally flow the 
year round. The South Fork is rather a siuggish stream with 
muddy banks, but occasionally, as at Taylorville, the water is clear 
and fresh, indicative of latent springs. 


ba | 


The topographical features of this county do not vary much in 
different localities. The prairies in the south-cast are rolling, often 
rising into mounds. In every other part of the county they are 
flat or very gently undulating. Near the streams the slopes are 
often very gentle. In the southern half of the county we very 
rarely find a bluff twenty-five feet high, and in passing down the 
South Fork no broken or hilly land is seen until we get below 
Taylorville. Four miles north-west of Taylorville the country is 
rather hilly, the hills about sixty fect high, but not often too steep 
to admit of cultivation. A few miles further down, there is a 
gradual descent from the prairie to the river, the bluffs of which are 
about twenty feet high. In the north east the slopes are often so 
gentle as to render it impossible to trace a line between the upland 
and the lowland, 

On the North Fork of the Sangamon there are occasional drift 
bluffs thirty to fifty feet high, capped with a heavy growth of white 
oak, but the white oak lands do not often extend more than a quarter 
of a inile from the river, giving place to a more undulating surface, 
with a growth of elm, hickory, oak, sassafras, cherry, hazel, ete. 

This county consists mostly of prairie, the timbered land being 
contined to a narrow belt along the streams. On the South Fork 
of the Sangamon the timber belt is generally about three miles 
wide, and along the other streams from one to two miles The 
prairies are generally flat, with a luxuriant growth of resin-weed, 
two species, viz:—Silphinum Ceeiniatum and S. terebinthinacewn, 
golden rod, solidugo, several species ; Liatris, or blazing star, two 
species, and the beautiful and delicately colored Dhysostegia Vir- 
giniana and Gerardia tenuifolie. Occasionally, on the basin-like 
depressions or flat marshy spots on the prairies, may be found Iris 
versicolor and Vernonia fasciculata. : 

There is not much difference in the quality of the prairie soil, it 
being all a rich black loam of from one to two and a half’ feet in 
depth, and in the northern part of the county slightly sandy. The 
soi] along the edge of the prairie near Taylorville is quite sandy ; 
eastwardly for six miles there are occasional spots of poor sandy soil, 
with post oak and black jack, but this often gives place to better 
Jand, with white oak, black oak, hazel and sxassatras, or cherry, 
laurel oak, pin oak, hickory, plum and crab apple. Along Locust 
Fork its whole length, and on South Fork above the mouth of 
Locust Fork, both on the bottoms and hill sides, the suil is deep and 
rick, with principally a growth of American elm and cornus. On 
Bear ereck the soil and growth is similar. On and near Mosquito 
ereck the soil is rich and black, with a growth of elm, linden, coffee 
tree, cherry, red oak, hickory, red bud, spice bush hackberry, black 
walnut, honey locust, ash, mulberry, ete. West of Mosquito creek, 
on the slopes leading to the North Fork, the timbered land is quite 
sandy and the growth variable; on some soil black oak predom- 
inates ; where there is much clay mingled with sand there is a 
growth of red elm, sassafras, ete ; where there is still more clay, 
laurel oak, American elm, white oak, black hickory, shell bark 
hickory, red bud, black oak and sassatras. 

On the south side of South Fork, below the mouth of Bear creck, 
the prairie land often approaches the stream, and the adjoining 
woodland growth reaching to the river bank consists of Jaurel oak, 
elm, hickory, linden and sassafras. 

North of the South Fork there are white oak hills occasionally 
spreading out into flats. Along the Sangamon river and adjacent 
hills there is a good supply of very good timber, consisting of white 
oak, burr oak, black walnut, red oak, elm and linden. 

Out on the prairie the farmers have planted many hedges of 
Osage orange, and they seem to thrive yery well. Near Resemond 
there ix a thrifty berberry hedge. 
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Crops.—This is an excellent corn-producing county, generally 
averaging forty to fifty bushels per acre, and often sixty to seventy- 
five van be raised. Fall wheat gives a tine return to the farmer, 
but requires the ground to be well broken and grain put in with a 
drill. It will avernge fifteen bushels, and often reach twenty-cight 
to thirty-two per uere. As yet there have nat been many orchards 
planted, but the apple crop is generally sure, and the peach trees 
often bear two years in succession. Where the prairics are grazed 
down blue grass naturally springs up, and soon affords excellent 
grazing, 

The Geological formation of this county includes the Quarternary 
and Coal Measures. 

QUARTERNARY 

Under this head were recognized the alluvium, loess and drift. 
The alluvium includes the soi! and recent deposits from the streams ; 
and the black elays of the wide rich Sangamon bottoms are good 
examples of alluvium. On Mosquito creek the exposure along the 
hanks shows as much as six feet of dark vich loam. On the South 
Fork of the Saugamon the black Joam is often ten feet or more in 
depth. 

The loess is but partially developed, and is scarcely recognized as 
separate from the drift. 

East of Taylorville the washings in ravines exhibit about ten 
feet of buff and brown elays and sand which may he referred to the 
loess; and in digging wells, about ten to fifteen feet of similar clay 
is passed through, reaching buds of sand and gravel, in which good 
streams of water are gencrally found. Sand beds are often reached 
within eight feet of the surface. Good streams of pure and pleasant 
tasting water are generally reached ata depth of from twelve to 
sixteeu feet on the prairies, sometimes as much as twenty feet, and 
very rarely they have to dig deeper; but in the timber, wells have 
to be dug deeper, often twenty to thirty-five fect. 

Bluffs of well marked dritt deposits are often scen along the 
streams, and consist of brown sand with rounded pebbles and 
boulders, and brownish: yellow and blue clay. 

On Prairie Fork and Bear creck, ten miles south of Taylorville, 
the washings on the hillsides exhibit at the top soft brown clay, and 
below clay with many small round pebbles. Qn the North Fork 
of the Sangamon, one mile west of the east county line, the river 
blaffis fifty feet high, the upper portion of blue and dark-brown 
clay with san and pebbles ; 
pebbles, sometimes cemented into a rough sandy conglomerate, at 
times sufficiently firm and regular to make rough walls. Below 
this there isa dark-colored bed of finely comminuted sand and clay. 
Two miles further down the stream there is a low bluif of dark drift 
clay, with pebbles and small boulders at the bottom and brown 
clay at the top. At this place we observe a quantity of bituminous 
shale, a little coal and some fragments of limestone, all associated 
with the drift. 

The drift boulders in this county are generally small, and their 
character and composition 
greenstone, yuartzite, granite, sienite, epidote rock, corals frum the 
Devonian and limestone from the Silurian, but no peculiar drift 
fossils, 

At Pana, the 1... R.1., passing through a mound, exhibits the 
following section : 


below there is a Joose mass of sand and 


various. Among them may be found 
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This section is similar te what may be found in al] the mounds of 
this part of the State. 
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CROCS J TUG ILIN OES. 
COAL MEASURES, 

The formation, as seen in this county, embraces a thickness of 
about 250 fect, in which are visible two coal seams, only one of 
which is of workable thickness. These ineasures underlay the 
whole of the county, although there are no outerops in the south- 
of the county, 
they being restricted to a small district south of Pana, to Locust 
Fork, to South Fork for ten miles up the stream from the west 
county line; on North Fork for three miles from the west line of 
the county, and one other outerop between the forks, The deep 
drift deposits cover the rocks in other places. These rocks belong 
to the upper coal measures, aud their position in this section is from 
No. 12 to No. 52 inclusive, 

The highest rocks (geologically speaking) are the beds south of 
Pana, at or near White’s coal bank, of which the following is a 
section: — 


west, nor do we find any in the north cast quarter 
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3 Blue and bituminous shale, part quite ealeateous, passing 
intoa dark-colored limestone... 6. 7 ee ee ee A 

4 Bituminous cult No Ti. ee ee oe me ee ee ee ee 
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Rough-'ooking hard grey sandstone, sometimes in thin even 
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Sandy shale, with iron-stone coneretions . 2... 2... ll 
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There is here 2 regular southerly dip at the rate of thirty feet to 
the mile, extending from Pana for four miles South. It is probable 
that near or north of Pana, the rocks are horizunta] and soon dip 
north-westwardly, which they evidently do ten miles north-west of 
Pana, although the dip is shght. 

The next recks in dexeending order crop ont on Locust Fork on 
Section 2, T. 11.N., 1.1 W., and just north, They belong near 
No. 21 of the section, and appear thus : 

1 Dark blue shale, with some regular layers of lenticular concretions of 
Tron stone and ovecasional strata of brown ferruginous shales, eon- 
taining remains of fossils, including Prod. longispinus, Bellerophon, 
Crinoid stems, ete., part exposed, remainder in shaft. . . . . total 31 ft, 
2 Ash-grey limestone, weathers drab, has buif shaly partings, abounds 
in Prod. costatus, P.longispinus, Athyris subtilita ; also covtains Prod. 
Nebrascenis, Sp. cameratus, Prod. prattenianus, a fish tooth and one 
speeimen each of Syatrilusma hemiplicata and Allurisma subeuncata 
hemiplicata and ulllorisma subcuneata were obtained from it. 

The rocks of the above section are regarded as being equivalent 
to the Ramsey creck, Fayette county beds, The limestone (No. 2) 
contains the fossils of the Syntridusma limestone of Ramscy creek, 
although but one specimen of that fossil was found. The lithologi- 
‘al character, thickness and fossils, are the same as beds found on 
Beck’s creck, Fayette county, and the overlaying shales (No. 1) are 
similar to corresponding beds at the railroad bridge, on Ramsey 
ereek, Down the creck three miles, there appear four feet of 
lend-blue argillaccous limestone, equivalent to No, 22 of the 
section. The upper beds are shaly, the lower part firm, even, thick 
beds of suberystalline fine-grained deep-blue limestone, having a 
conchoidal fracture. The upper shaly part is traversed by fucoidal 
markings, and contains many fossils, mostly Prod. prattenianus, D. 
Nebrascensis and Sp. eaneratus; but fragments of a Nautilus and 
Bryozoa were also found here, 

A mile farther down stream, rocks near No, 25 crop out in the 
bank of the creck, of which the following is a section: — 


FT. 
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HISTORY OF CHRISTIAN COUNT), ILLINOIS, 49 


Fossils found in Nos, 1 and 2 were Pleurotomaria sphierulata, 
Spirifer cameratus, Sp. plano-eonvecus, Productus longisinus, DP. 
prattenianus, Orthis carbonaria, Letzia punetulifern, Lophophyllum 
proliferum, Mucroehetlus, (small sp.i, Bellerophon, crinoid stems, and 
one fine specimen of Pleurotomuri tabulnta, 

The next in deseending order is 12 feet of sandstone (No. 26), 
seen on Sonth Fork, five miles below Taylorville. The upper part 
is shaly, the lower beds thiek, hard and grey, and a softer brown 
with dark specks; contains remains of Cuhenites, Sigillaria, and 
other coal plants. Vos. 27,28 avd 29.—In section 29, T. 14 N. BR. 
3 W., a quarter of a mile aboye Greenwood’s mill, was observed at 
the top :— 
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Muacrocheilus, Nuculu ventricosa, and crinaid stems... 2. 2 2 0 
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Slope to limestone No. 3) of general section. 2. 2 0. 2. 238 0 


Three miles above Ralston’s bridge, on the South Pork of the 
Sangamon, observed Vos. 50 and 31 as follows :— 
ET. IN: 
1 Ash-grev, compact limestone, showing facets of cale spar, very 
Hey Osha oBdA ao Seid Go aS ere ay 
2 Shales, with nodules of boft iimetare sboundina in fossils, 
Froductus costutus, Productus longispinus, Npirifer’ camvratus, 
Spiriferia: Kentuckensis, Athyris subtilita, Chonetes variolata ? 
Crinaid stems, Fistulipora and Synocladia biserialis. 2 6. 23 0 
At Ralston’s Quarry, in section 3, T. 13 N.. R. 3 W.. we have— 
FT. 
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2 Grey limestone fossils are Procductus costatus, P. punctatus, 


cameratus, Spiryeria Kentuckensts, [[:mipronites erassus. . . . | 
3 Like the last, but more shelly, fossils abont the same... . . 1 
ER Con CeiieR i CHmeansice. el iehesiasneunemtsy ii, curses eNecus <a) oes 
5 Brown shales, with nodules of limestone; abounds in DAwis 
subtilita, Crinoed stems and plates, Lophophyllum ey Np. 
COMNEINGLIE oe tere ee ae ed : aes So. te d ~ ow 
6 Gray or drab limestone, but fone falls: Ilion secn were Ages 
subtitita, Productus loayispinus, P. Pe ae and £L iphophyllum 
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Part of the same may be seen at Greenwood's Mills. 
At North Fork mills, on the North Sangamon river, in seetion 
13, T. 15 N., 0. 3 W, we have— 
FT. 
Neslopemclaygantlesand-dniftne risa ew ts oe oy oe aoe) 
2 Limestone, upper part gray and nodular, lower part imore firmly 
bedded, soon weathers brown; fossils: Productus longispinus, 
P. costatus, P. Prattenianus, P. Nebrascensis, Athyris subtilita, 
NHI CH MC UINCHCLUS, CETCHURRONIES tents.) Hie ie ee es 
3 Clay shales, containing u crinoid allied to P wleriocrinus hemis- 
PRETICUS ween ci) es 8 Ds 
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Three miles down stream, near the west eounty line, the lower 
part of the last seetion appears 7 feet thick, with brown shaly part- 
ings between the beds, which abound in Athyris subtilite; the other 
fossils are P. Costatus, P. Nebruscensis, P.  Prattenianus, and 
Lophophyllum proliferum. 

The limestones above deseribed (Nos. 80 and 51) correspond to 
similar beds at Litehfield and on Lake Fork, in Montgomery county. 


COAL SHAFT AT EDINBURG. 
On the 22d day of August, 1875, Dr. Basil Greenwood, * and John 
MecKeman, entered into a eontract to sink a shaft fur coal on the Jands 


* For the facis concerniaog this mine the publishers are indebted to Dr. Greenwooil. 
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owned hy Willtam W. Ualford. The site for the shaft was in what 
was then Blueville, (but now Edinburg), the -ize was six feet hy 
twelve fect in the clear, and has a partition in the middle, thus 
forming two six foot shafts. After reaching about 70 feet, Meleman 
beenme dissatistied and sold out to Greenwood, who went on with 
the work 
tive men, and was over four years hemg sunk to the depth of 545 


The shaft was sunk with one horse, and from three to 


feet, and at a cost of near 316,00) Below we give the strata passed 
through. 
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Tire clay . 4 ot loekslate or shale 1... 5 & 2 
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Reddish shale mixed with hard 
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Fire clay . DS Ge cerpbicss | Ainihicn sees o eg eens: Ah 
Black -slate 22 224... . 20 Blickislie lverisolt) . 4c. 21010 
(RHI Pin eo ee es I relate: alow mcig ae, ekg aan ee ae 
Bor ereenvcliv sc) 2 Ag, Laeesasoupstone . «ew @ a wee URS 
Tard fossil rock (greenish color) 7 3 Coal... ee ee ee ee OOD 
Spotted limestone... 2... 8 @ Fireclay .-. - en UG 
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After getting through those strafa and not finding eoal Dr. 
Greenwood abandoned the shaft for nearly three years, and let it 
fill up with water, but again in the spring of 1879 he employed an 
engine, and hoisted out the water, and drilled near seventy feet 
deeper, but found nothing to justity sinking the shaft any further, 
so he put the hands at work on the last 18 ineh vein of coal, and it 
proved to be a very good article, and the fire elay lying immediately 
under the coal the shaft ean be worked profitably. This is the only 
mine in the county where eoal has bc en raised to any extent, although 
there have been large sums of money spent prospecting for it.. 


ECONOMICAL GEOLOGY, 


Coud—South of Pana coal has been taken out at several places 
along the head waters of Coal ereek. At White's bank, on section 
34, township 11, north, range 1, east, the seam is about twenty-two 
inehes thick, of good quality, and obtained by drifting into the hill 
side, at an elevation of about thirty feet above the level of the 
ereek. The position of this coal in the geological series is about 
420 feet above coal No, 7, and corresponds to No. 14, eounting 
from lowest eoal upwards, aud is numbered seventeen in general 
section of this and adjoining counties. .A ten inch seam erops out 
a quarter of a mile up stream, from Greenwood’s mill, but the coal 
is of poor quality. A 17 inch seam probably exists beneath the 
limestone at North Fork mills, about six fect below low water. 
This coal is perhaps about 365 feet above coal No. 7 

Building Material—South of Pana there is a quarry of hard 
gray sandstone, whieh appears to be very durable. At a qnarry 
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six miles west of Pana, on Loeust Fork, there are four feet of ash- 
gray limestone, weathering ilaish-drab. The beds are rather thin, 
but the rock is of good quality. ‘Two niles west of this there is a 
very good quarry of deep hlue limestone; the lower beds, if pro- 
perly quarried, would make a pretty and durable building stone. 

Ralston’s and Greenwood's quarries, on the South Pork of San- 
gamon, each contain several good heds of building stone, and make 
excellent lime. There are similar quarries at the North Fork mills, 
and three miles west. 

The lower two feet af the quarry in scetion 16, township 14, 
north, range 3, west, would probably make a good marble; it is a 
fine-rained, even-textured, dove-colored limestone, with many lines 
and spees. of eale-spar. 
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N presenting a list of the animals of the county that 
existed here prior to and after the advent of the white 
man, while the list may not be complete, it wall, how- 


Of the 


ruminating animals that were indigenous to this territory, we had 


ever, be of interest to the student and scientist. 


the American Elk (Cervus Canadensis), and still have the deer of 
iwo kinds, the more common, the well-known American deer (Cer- 
vus Virginianus), and the White-tailed Deer (Cervus Leucurus). 
And at a period not very remote, the American Buthilo (Bos 
Amperieanus) must have found pastures near the alluvial and shaded 
banks of the Sangamon and plains and prairies of this portion of 
the State. The heads, horns and bones of the slain animals were 
still numerous in 1820. The Black Bear (Ursus Americanus) 
were quite numerous even in the memory of the oldcr scttlers. 
Bears have been seen in the county within the last thirty years. 
The Gray Wolf (Canis Occidentalis) and Prairie Wolf (Canis 
latrans) are uot unfrequently found, as is also the Gray Fox 
(Vulpes Virginianus), which still exists by its superior cunning. 
The panther (Felis concolor) was oecasionally met with in the ear- 
lier times, and still Jater and more common, the Wild Cat (Lynx 
rnfus). The Weasel, one or more species; the Mink (Putorius 
Vison): American Otter (Iuutra Canadensis) ; the Skunk (Mephitis 
Mephitica); the Badger (Taxidea Americana); the Raccoon (Tro- 
eyon Loter); The Oppossum (Didelphys Virginiana). The two 
latter species of animals are met with in every portion of the 
United States and the greater part of North America. 
skin among the early settlers was regarded as a legal tender, The 


The coon- 


Bear and Otter are now extinet in the eounty, and were valuable 
for their furs. Of the Squirrel family we have the Fox, Gray, 
Flying, Ground and Prairie Squirrel (Scirus Ludovicanus, Caroli- 
nensixs, Volucella, The Woodchuck 
(Aretomys Monax); the common Musk Rat (Fiber Zibethicus). 
The Bats, Shrews and Moles are common. Of the Muridie we have 
the introduced species of Rats and Mice, as also the native Meadow 
Mouse, and the Long-tailed Jumping Mouse (Meriones Labrado- 
rus), frequently met with in the elearings. Of the Hares, the 
(Lupus Sylvaticus) the so-called Rabbit, is very plentiful. Several 
species of the native animals have per ished, being unable to endure 


Striatus and Spermaphilus). 


the presence of civilizition, or finding the foad congenial to their 
tastes appropriated by stronger races, Many of the pleasures, 


Jangers and cxeitements of the chase are only known and enjoyed 


by most of us of the present day through the talk and traditions of 


the past. The Butlilo and the Elk have passed the borders of the 
Mississippi to the westward, never more to return, 
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Of the Fish, the most common are the Cat, Bass and the Sun- 
fish. The Perch, Pike and Buffalo are also oceasionally met with. 
The common Carp Chub are numerous; the Bass is a game fish, 
and affords fine sport. 

Of Birds may be mentioned the following :* 

Among the Game Birds most sought after are the Meleagris 
Gallopavoe (Wild Turkey), and Cupidonia Cupido (Prairie Ilen), 
which atlord exeellent sport for the hunter, and are quite plenti- 
ful; Pinnated Gronse (Bonasa Umbellus); Rutted Grouse (Ortyx 
Virgininanus); Quail (Phitohela Minor); Woodeock (Gallinago 
Wilsonit) ; English Snipe, (Macrorhamphus Griseus); Red-hreasted 
Snipe, (Gambetta Melanoleuca); Telltale Snipe, (Gambetta Mla- 
vipes); Yellow-Legs, (Limora sadday: Marbled Godwit, (Scolofax 
Fedoa, Wilson); Numenius Tncueun (Long-billed Curlew) ; 
Numenius Hudsonieus, (Short-billed Curlew); Rallus Virginianus, 
(Virginia Rail); Cygnus Amerieanns, (American Swan); Cygnus 
Buceimator, (Trumpeter Swan); Anser [yperborcus, (Snow Goose) ; 
Bernicala Canadensis, (Canada Guose); Bermicala Brenta ( Brant); 
Anas Bosehas (Mallard); Anas Obscura (Black Duck); Dafila 
Acuta, (Pintail Duck); Nettion Carolinensis, (Green-winged Teel) ; 
(Qduerquedela discors (Blue-winged Teel); Spatula Clypeata, (Sho- 
veler); Mareca Americana, (American Widgeon); Aix Sponsa, 
(Summer, or Woed-Duek); Aythaya Americana (Red-head Duek) ; 
Aythaya Vallisneria, (Canvass-back Dueck): Bucephala Albeola 
(Butter Ball); Lophodytes Cuceulatus, (Hooded Merganser) ; 
(Peleeanus erythrorhynehus), Rough-billed Pelean; (Colymbus 
torquatus), The Loon; (Aegialitis vociferus), Willdeer Plover ; 
Ball IIead, Yelow-legged and upland Plover; (Tantalus loeulater), 
Wild Ibis, very rarely visit this locality. (Herodus egretta), White 
Heron; (Ardea Herodias), Great Blue Heron; (Botaurus Jentigi- 
nosus}, Bittern; (Grus Canadensis), Sand Till Crane; (Eetopistes 
migratoria), Wild) Pigeon; (4enaidura Carolinensis), Common 
Dove; (Corvus earnivorus), American Raven; (Corvus Ameri- 
Blue Jay; (Doli- 
chonyx oryzivorus), Bobo'link ; (Agelaius phonicanus), Red-winged 
Black Bird; (Sturetla magna), Meadow Lark; (Icterus Baltimore), 
Golden Oriole; (Chrysometris tristis), Yellow Bird; (Juneo hye- 
malis), Snow Bird; (Spizella Socialis), Chipping Sparrow; (Spi- 
zella pusilla), Field Sparrow; (Melospiza palustris), Swamp Spar- 
row; (Cyanospiza cyanea), Indigo Bird; (Cardinalis Virginianus), 

Cardinal Ned Bird; (Pipilo ey theoplealiare) Cheewink ; (Sitta 
Carolinensis), White-bellicd Nuthateh ; (Mimus polyglottus), Mock- 
ing Bird; (Minus Carolinensis), Cat Bird; (ILarphorhynehus ru- 
fus), Brown Thrush; ( easel aedon), House Wren; (Hirundo 
horreorum), Barn Swallow; (Cutyle riparia), Bank Swallow; 
(Progne purpurea), Blue Martin; (Ampellis cedrorum), Cedar 
Bird; (Pyrangra rubra), Searlet Tanager; (Pyrangra astiva), 
Summer Red Bird; (Tardus migratorus), Robin, eame less than 
forty years ago. (Sialia Sialis), Blue Bird ; (Tyraunus Carolinen- 
sis), King Bird; (Sayornis fuscus), Pewee; (Ceryle aleyon), Belted 
Kingfisher; (Antrostonius vociferus), Whippoorwill; (Chardeiles 
popetue), Night Hawk; (Chactura pelasgia), Chimuey Swallow ; 
(Trochilus colubris), Ruby-throated TIumming Bird; (Picus oie 
sus), Hairy Woodpecker; (Pieus pubescens), Downy Woodpeeker; 
(Melanerpes erythroeephalus), Red-headed Woodpecker ; (Colaptes 
auratus), Golden-Winged Woodpecker; (Conurus Carolinensis), 
Carolina Parrot; (Babo Virgiuianus), Great [Iorned Owl; (Syr- 
niam nebulosum), Barred Owl; (Nyctea nivea) Snowy Owl; (Ca- 
thartes aura), Turkey Buzzard; (Faleo columbarium), Pigeon 
Hawk; (Nauclerus fureatus), Swallow-tailed Hawk; (leteria Mis- 


eanus), Cammon Crow; (Cyanurus eristatus), 


Tn the preceeding mention of animals, both the scientific and common names are 
generally given ior the convenience of the reader. 
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sissippiensis), Mi ppi Kite; (Buteo borealis), Red-tailed Hawk, 
(Haliatus leucoeephalus), Bald Eagle; (Paleo fulvius), Ring-tailed 
Eagle. 

We give the fullowing classification of birds into three divisions, 
as found in the “Transactions of the Illinois State Horticultural 
Society ” of 1876. 

1st. Those of the greatest value to the fruit-growers, in destroying 
noxious insects, and which should be enevuraged and fostered in 
every way. 

Blue Birds, Tit-mice or Chicadees, Warblers (small summer birds 
with pleasant notes, seen in trees and gardens), Swallows, Vuros 
(small birds called green necks). All birds known as Woodpeckers 
except sap-suckers (Picus varius). This bird is entirely injurious, 
as it is not insectivorous, but feeds on the inner bark, cambium 
(and the elaborated sap) of’ many specics of trees, and may be 
known from other Woodpeckers, by its belly being vellowish, a 
large black patch on its breast, and the tap of its head a dark bright 
red. The males have also a patch of the same on their throats and 
with the minor margins of the two central tail feathers white. 
This bird shoul not be mistaken for the two other most valuable 
birds whieh it nearly resembles, to wit:—The Hairy Woodpecker, 
(Picus villlosii ect vars); and the Downy Woodpecker, (Iicus 
pubescens et vars), These two species have the outer tail feathers 
white (or barred with black), and have only a small pateh of red 
on the baek of the head of the males. The Yellow [fammer or 
Flecker, (Colaptus auratus) is somewhat colored with yellow, and 
should not be mistaken for the sap-sncker. It is a much larger 
bird. The Red-headed Woodpecker, (Melanerpes ‘rythrocephalus), 
sometimes peeks into apples and deyours cherries, and should be 
placed in the next division, (2d). The Wren, Ground Robin, 
(known as Cherwiek), Meadow Lark, all the fly-catehers, the King 
Bird or hee-catcher, Whip-poor-will. Night Hawk or Goat Sucker, 
Nut-hatcher, Pewee or Pewit. All the Blackbirds, Bobolinks, 
Finches, (Fringillide), Quails, Song Sparrows, Searlet Tanager, 
Black, White and Brown Creepers, Maryland Warblers, Indigo 
Birds, Chirping Sparrow, Black-throated Bunting, Thrushes, ex- 
cept those named in the next class, and all domestic fowls except 
geere. 

2D.— BIRDS OF DOUBTFUL UTILITY. 

Which include those which have beneficial qualities, but which 
have also noxious or destructive qualities in the way of destroying 
fruits, and whose habits are not fully determined. (Thus the Robin, 
Brown Thrush and Cat Bird are very valuable as cut-worm eaters, 
but also very obnoxious to the small fruit growers. The Jay (Blue 
Jay) not only destructive to grain and fraits, but very noxious in 
the way of destroying the nest eggs and young of smaller and better 
birds, Rebin, Brown Thrush and Cat Bird, Shrike or Buteher Bird, 
Red-headed Woodpecker, Jay Bird or Blue Jay, Crow and the 
small Owls (screeeh owls), Pigeons and Mocking Bird.) 


5D.— BIRDS THAT SHOULD BE EXTERMINATED. 
Sap-sucker, or Yellow-bellied Woodpecker, (see above), Balti- 
more Oriole, or Hanging Bird, Cedar Bird, or Wax-wings (Ampelis 
eedrorum), (awks and the larger Owls. 


CHAP PER Vill. 
FLORA. 


T is not the purpose of this chapter to speak exhaustively 
on the plants of the county, but rather to give a list of 
the national trees and shrubs and grasses fuund within 
its limits. The intelligent farmer looks at onec to the 


native vegetation as a sure indication of the value and fertility of 
the soil. 

The botanist in making a survey of the State of Hlinois would 
consider it under three heads, or ordinances; the heavily timbered 
regions of the South, the flora, which is remarkable for its variety; 
the ceutral portion, consisting mainly of prairie, yet not without 
grooves which are usually adjacent to water courses. The county 
of Christian lying as it dees in the prairie region, presents all the 
characteristics of a prairie county. Upon the flora of this county 
civilization has produced its inevitable effect. Our article will 
particularly treat of the more valuable woods utilized in the me- 
chanie arts, and the grasses, plants, vegetables, and flowers most 
beneficial to man, and particularly those which are natives of the 
county. Many species of the vegetable kingdom have fled; the 
Battalo grass, which only grew on parts of the prairies, and almost 
wholly the large pampas grass, haye become extinet, and given 
place to blue-grass, which, in plaees where domestic cattle feed, is 
rapidly and quietly displacing all others. The plants are many 
and rare, some for beauty and some for medicine. The pink-root, 
the columbo, the ginseng, the bonesct, pennyroyal, and others are 
used as herbs for medicine. Plants of beauty are phlox, the lily, 
the aselepias, the mints, golden red, the eve-bright gerardia, and 
hundreds more which adoru the meadows and brook-sides; hesides 
are climbing vines, the trumpet creeper, the hitter sweet, the wood- 
bine, the clematis, and the grape, which fill the woods with gay 
festoons, and add grace to many a deeaying monarch of the forest. 
The trees and grasses, one so lordly and permanent, the other so 
humble and transient, are the trae glories of the county. The oak, 
with at least its twenty varieties; the hickory, with as many more 


species; the thirty kinds of elm, from the sort which bear leaves as 
large as a man’s hand, to the kind which bear a leaf scarcely larger 
than a man’s thumb-nail; the black walnut, so tall and straight ; 
the hackberry; gum tree, black and sweet; the tulip; the giant 
eotton-woods, and hundreds more attest the fertility of the soil and 
mildness of the climate, while the blue-grass in its ten varieties, the 
timothy and red-tep, with clover so abandant in succulence, affords 
excellent pasturage, and opens a fine field for the dairyman or stock 
raiser. 

The following is a partial list of the trees and plants of the 
eounty: 

Poa pratensis—spear-grass; Poa eompressia —blue-grass, common. 

Arisema triphyllam—Indian turnip; Typhlatitolia—cat-tail ; 
Sagittaria variabilis—arrow-head ; Cypripedium pubeseens—yel- 
low lady’s slipper; Cypripedium candidum—white lady's slipper, 
eommion, 

Cannabis sativa—hemp; Humulus lupulus— hop, not common. 

Datura stramoniam—Jamestown weed; Asclepias eornutimmilk 
weed; Fraxinus .Americana—white ash; Fraxinus sambueifolia— 
black a-h; Phytolacea deeandra—poke weed; Amarantus hybri- 
dus—pig weed; Sassafras offeinale— 
sassafras; Benzoin odoriferus—fever bush; Marrubiam vulgare— 
hoarhound; Solanum = nigrum—night-shade; Physalis viseosa— 
ground cherry; Monarda didyma—horsemint; Nepeta eataria— 


tumex crispus—sour dock ; 


eatnip; Hedeoma pulegioides—pennyroyal; Diospyros virginiana 
—persimmon; Plantago major - plantain; Verbascum thapsus— 
mullein, common ; Cirsium lanceolatum—common thistle; Lappa 
major—Burdock ; Taraxacum dens-leonis—dandelion, common, in- 
trodueed during the last forty years, 

Erecthites hieracitolia—fire weed; Ambrosia artemisefolia—rag 
weed; XNanthium strumarium—cockle burr; Bidens bipinnata— 
Spanish needle; Bidens ehrysanthemoides—begyar ticks; Manta 
eotula—May weed ; Leueanthemum vulgare—ox-eye daisy, common. 
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Eupatorium perfoliatum—thoroughwort, not common; Cornus 
Florida—dogwood ; Sambucus Canadensis—elder, very common ; 
Ribes eynoshati—wild gooseberry; Pyrus coronana—wild crab, 
abundant. 

Crategus, several species; Rosa setigera—elimbing rose; Rubus 
lucida—dwarf wild rose; Rubus villosus—blackberry, abundant. 

Asimina triloba— papaw, quite abundant along the ereck bot- 
toms; Nelumbium Juteum—May apple, abundant in shady places. 

Sanguinaria Canadensis, or bloodroot ; Lepidium Virginicaum— 
wild pepper-grass; Portulaca Oleracea, or purslane; Tilia Aincri- 
cana, or linden, not abundant; Zanthoxylum Amcricanum— prickly 
ash, searce; Rhus typhina—sumach ; Rhas toxicodendron—poiron 
oak; Vitis cestivalis—summer grape. common ; Vitis cordifolia— 
trost grape; Ampelopsis quinquefolia— Virginia creeper; .Esculus 
pavia—buckeye, searee; wAcer saccharinum—sugar maple; Aecr 
dasyearpum—white maple; Negundo aeeroides—box elder; Bap- 
tisia tinctoria—indigo weed, not abundant; Cercis Canadensis— 
is—Kentucky cotlec-tree ; Gleidt- 
sehia tracanthos—honey locust: Pranus Americana—red phon ; 
Prunus chic 


red-bud ; Gynmnocladus Canadens 


al 


a—Chickasaw plum: Prunus cerotina—wild cherry ; 
Fragaria Virginiana—wild strawberry ; Rubus occidentalis—black 
cap raspberry; Rebus Canadensis—dewherry, common. 

Populus angulata—cotton-wood, abundant. 

Salix—willow, several varieties. 

Alnus serralata—alder. 

Betula—bireh ; Carpinus .Americana—horn-bean, not common, 

Corylas Americana—hazel nut, abandant; Castanea pumila— 
chinquapin. 

Quereus rubra—red oak; Querens palustris—water nak, com- 
mon; Quereus tinetoria—black oak; Qduereus nigra —black-jack ; 
Quercus imbricaria—laurel onk ; Quercus prinns—chestnut white 
ouk; Quercus eastanen 


yellow oak, not common; Querens alba— 
white oak, common; Quercus obstiloba—poxt oak, abundant. 

Carya glabra—pig-nut hickory; Quereus macrvearpa—overcup 
oak, common; Carya tomentosa—white-heart hickory; Carya alba 
—shell-bark hickory ; Carya oliyefurmis—peean ; not common, 

Juglans nigra—black walnut, abundant; Juglans cincrea—but- 
ter-nut, not common. 

Platanus oceidentalis—syeamore. 

Ulmas fulva—red elm; Morus rubra—red mulberry; Urtiea 
diviea —stinging nettle; Ulmus Americana—white elm, abundant. 

In the above list we have given the scientific as well as the Eng- 
lish names, believing such a course to pursue in the study of plants 
more beneficial to the student or gencral reader. ‘Phere may be 
some plants omitted, yet we think the list quite complete. 


CHAPTER ix 
CIVIL UISTORY, 


RON to 1859 that portion of Ilineis now known as 
Christian county, was a part of Savgamen, Mont- 
gomery, and Shelby eounties, and was originally named 
Dane, which title it held for one year, In 1839 
the legislature, in session at the capital, Vandalia, passed an act 
cutitled “ An act creating the county of Dane,” and appointing 


Commissioners to select a seat of Justice, whose names appear in the 
report which is appended. 

“An let to establish the county of Dane”? “ BauNxpanies op 
Dane Country.” “ That all that tract of eountry lying within the 
following boundaries, fo wits Beginning where the third principal 
mneridian erosses the narth fork of the Sangamon river: thence, 


down said river, to the line between sections nine and ten, in tewn- 
ship fiftcen north, of range three west; thenee south, te the south- 
east corner of section four, in township fourteen north, range last 
aforesaid ; thenee west, three miles hy the surveys; thence south 
three miles by the surveys; thence west three miles by the surveys: 
thence south, to the southern boundary of township eleven, range 
Jast afuresaid ; thence cast, with the surveys, to the third principal 
meridian; thence north, to the place of beginning, shall constitute 
the County of Dane. 
Approved, February 15th, 1839. 
Tuomas CARLIN, Governor.” 


We append the following report of the Commissioners.—“ The 
undersigned, Benjamin Mitchell, ef Tazewell county ; John Henry, 
of Morgan county; and Newton Walker, of Fulton eounty, having 
been appointed commissioners to locate the seat of justice of ‘Dane 
county,’ according to the previsious of the law establishing said 
county, met at the town of Allenton, in said county of Dane, on 
Monday, the 20th day of May, A.D, 1859, pursuant to a previous 
agreement between said comunissioners, and after being first duly 
aworn by Esquire Ketcham, an acting Justice of the Peace, in and 
for said county, faithfully and impartially to discharge the duties 
imposed upon us by said law, proceeded to explore said county and 
to loeate the seat of justice thereof, with a view to the present and 
future population, and having fully examined the same, and being 
satisfied in the premises, we fixed and lneated the seat of Justice of 
said county of Dane, ou the West half of the North-east quarter of 
section twenty-seven, in township thirteen north, range 2, to west of 
the third principal meridian, in the most eligible place at or near a 
stake established by us on said half quarter sectiun; we also took a 
bond from M. Eastham, proprietor of said land, with good and suf 
ficient seeurity conditioned for the conveyanee of a publie square, 
of not less than two aercs of said Jand to said county, on which to 
ereet a court-house, and also for the payment of three thousand 
dollars in cash, according te the provisions of said law.” 

Jn testimony whereof we have hereunto set our hand and affixed 
our seal this 24th day of May, A. D., 1839, 


[ ‘ 

| Bexsamix Mitcuery, GES" 
Signed, 4 Joux Heyry, SEAL 

| SN. 


Newron WALKER, Gus) 
U a 
Filed Muy 24th, 1859. 


C. I. Marurnxey, Clerk, (of Sungamon Co.) 


While some of the citizens approved of the location, others were 
dissatisfied. We quote the following from the Springfield Journal 
of September 20th, 1839: 

“ That the county seat was not loeated in aecordance with the im- 
plied wish of nine-tenths of the citizens, is a proposition whieh has ne- 
ver been denied by any person residing therein, but on the eontrary, 
was located in opposition to their wishes. The citizens held a meet- 
ing, (and there was quite a respectable collection of people before 
the Joeation was made), expressed a desire to haye Allenton or 
Edinburg selected. There was not a dissenting veice in the meet- 
ing. Yet the commissioners wholly disregarded this expression of 
the citizens.” 

The land on which the location was made was entered in 1835, 
by Daniel C. Goode, an old pioneer citizen, and by him eonveyed 
on the 23d of May, 1839, to Marvellous Eastham and others for 
that purpose. The acknowledgment of the deed of conveyance was 


before Eli Matthews, J. P., May 24th, 1839. The deed is “ wit- 
nessed’’ by the late Hon. Stephen A. Douglas, who made an affi- 
dayit to that effect, May 30th, 1859, before Thomas C. Brown, one 
of the Associate Judges of the Supreme Court of Illinois. 

Survey of the County seat.—The law provided that the location of 
the county seat shonld not be made on private property, unless the 
owner thereof convey to the county twenty acres of the Jand, having 
the court-house sqynare in the centre, or donate in lieu thereof 
$5,000, to be used in the erection of Publie Buildings. The town 
was surveyed and platted by T. M. Neal, county surveyor of San- 
gamon county, for a company composed of Dr. Richard PF. 
Barrett, Hon. John Taylor, Marvellous Eastham, and Robert 
Allen, citizens of Springfield, [Hinois. The company agreed to pay 
the “bonus of $3,099” in pursuance of law, and executed their 
obligations for said amount. They however failed to pay the 
money at its maturity. A suit was instituted, and the case even- 
tually carried to the Supreme Court; and while pending in that 
eourt the matter was compromised by the company, they convey- 
ing to the ecoonty the “ Publie square and 78 town lots in Taylor- 
ville.” This arrangement, it was elaimed, greatly inured to the 
interests of the proprietors of the town. These lots were afterward 
sold at merely nominal prices by the county authorities, to persons 
agreelug to lmprove them. 

Christening the County Seat-—The location of the seat of justice 
was looked upon by the old settlers as an important event in the 
history of the county. Tt was determined to honor the oecasion in 
a suitable manner; therefore a sumptuous dinner was given to the 
proprictors at the honse of Daniel C. Goode, the former owner of 
the land. The dinner was supplemented with an ample supply of 
old Monongahelu. Some of the guests, feeling its exhilarating ctleets, 
proposed to name the new county seat, and that in so doing it 
should be in honor of one of the notable guests present. The pro- 
position was received with hearty eclat. In response to a toast it 
was named TaAyLorviLir, in honor of Lon. John Taylor, of 
Springfield, Iliuois, one of its proprietors. 


CHANGING THE NAME OF THE COUNTY. 


The county was first named Pane, iv compliment to Nathan 
Dane of Massachusetts, who had been a member of Congre=s, and 
rendered prominent as the author of that eclebrated North-western 
Ordinance, by which that Jarge territory waa forever couscerated 
to freedom. The act was passed by Congress on the 15th of July, 
1787. In a speech at Boston, shortly after the nullifieation times 
of 1832, Daniel Webster, in referring to Hayne’s speaking in au 
ironical manuer of “one Nathan Dane,” exelaimed scornfully— 
“Mr. Hayne calls him ‘one Nathan Dane? I tell you, my 
fellow-citizens, that Nathan Dane was no Federalist, and, that as 
author of the North-western Ordinance, his name is as immortal as 
if it were written on yonder firmament, blazing forever between 
Orion and Pleiades.” 

This statement is made, as on it hinged the changing of the name 
Dane, to that of Christian. Jt was rumored that Dane was a rank 
old “ Federalist,” and effeetually used by those secking the change. 
The county at that time, as now, was demoeratic, and the terin 
“ Federalist ’ was distasteful—often used as a term of opprobrium 
towards their opponents in those partisan days. The name Dane 
was suggested and first put in the original petition, asking for the 
new county, by Win. 8. Frink, a prominent “ whig” politician at 
that period, who took an active part in the formation of the 
county. This faet gave coloring tu the charge. At the time he 
thought little about the political proclivitics of the author of the 
eclebrated ordinanee, but sclected the name from his known na- 


HISTORY OF 1O8Gk STAN COURT V5 IL LaNOLS. 53 


tional reputation; and from the faet that in the great north-west 
there was no county by that name, thus avoiding the too fre- 
quent use of names common in counties and towns in this and other 
states. Since, however, a county in Wisconsin has been called Dane. 
Daniel C. Goode, an old settler and uncompromising Jackson dem- 
ocrat, circulated petitions to have the name changed. In aid of the 
movement, a mass-meeting of the citizens of the county was held 
on the open prairie, where the court-house now stands ; Thomas P. 
Bond addressed the meeting; made the motion, which was adopted, 
substituting the name Christian for that of Dane. This name was 
suggested from the fact that many of the inhabitants, at that time, 
were from Christian eounty, Kentucky. The change was effected 
and legalized by an act of the legislature, passed February Ist, 
1840. Hon. Thos. J. Nanee was the representative of the district 
in the legislature, and it was through his cfforts that the prayer of 
the petitioners was granted, and the bill became a Jaw. 

The records and proceedings of the county, for the first year 
after its organizatiou, appear under the name * Dane.” But on the 
2d of March 1840, on the official records of the esunty court, the 
change is thus noted, “ Christian (adias Dane) county.” Who 
first conceived the idea of the formation of the county is Tost 
in the labyrinths of the past; prominent in the movement to 
effeet it was Col. Thos. P. Bond, Judge W. 8. Frink, Daniel Miller, 
Gabriel Ro Jernigan, Jesse Murphy, William &. Nicks, Aaron Me- 
Kenzie, A. D. Northeutt, Amos Richardson, William B. Hall; 
other petitions were circulated on iwo ditterent oceasions ; the first 
petition failed to secure ajl the territory the friends of the move- 
ment desired. This caused the circulation of another petition 
arking the annexation of additional territory. Col. Bond was 
the bearer of the first petition to the legislature. The Act made 
the third principal meridian the eastern boundary of the newly 
formed county. It was expected to extend six miles further 
eastward, as set forth in the first petition, but for some cause was 
ignored. The act, therefore, as passed, was not satisfactory ; and 
more especially to the inhabitants residing on the territory border- 
ing along the east side of the meridian line. Seeing the importance 
of adding a ticr of townships from Shelby county, Judge Frink, 
Win. B. Hall, and Aaron Melkenzie circulated petitions in Febrn- 
ary, 1839, over Shelby county. The men in charge of the petition 
pushed the eanvass with a will and determination over the territory 
of Shelby, securing a majority of the legal voters favoring the 
annexation project. Jesse Oliver, then county elerk of Shelby 
eounty, appended his official certificate to that effect. The prayer 
of the petitioners was granted, and hecame a law, granting to the 
county of Dane, townships eleven, twelve, thirteen, and the south 
half of fourteen north, range one, cast, of the 8d prineipal meri- 
dian. In this valuable acquisition the couuty secured an additional 
area of 80,640 acres uf choice land. 


FIRST ELECTION FOR COUNTY OFFICERS 


Was held on the first Monday of April, 1839. The county was 
divided into three precincts, north, centre, and south, with voting 
places at Buckhart Grove, Allenton, and at ihe house of John Z. 
Durhin. The judges of election for Buekhart were James 
Fletcher, George D. Picrson, and John George; clerks, Samuel 
Virden and Gustavus A. Kilbourn, For Allenton — Judges 
were John Estes, Joshua Brents, and Isaae Harris; clerks, Thomas 
8. Leachnian and Jesse Murphy. At Durhin'’s—Judges were Rich- 
ard Simpson, Isaac Logsdon, and Thomas Durbin; clerks, William 
Durbin and Christ. 1X. Durbin, The residents of Bear ereek yoted 
at the John Z. Durbin poll; and those of the lower South Fork at 
Allenton, and all the North Fork country at Buckhart Grove. The 
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law provided that the judges of election should mect at Allenton, 
some three miles north-cast of Taylorville, compare the vote, and 
deliver to cach officer clectcd a certificate to that effect. The judges 
of elcetion were further required to retain the poll-books, until the 
county clerk elect had been qualified, when they were to make re- 
turns of the election to the said eounty elerk. It was made the 
duty of the clerk to transmit an abstract of the votes, so returned, 
to the seeretary of state; this was dune, and the same mailed at 
3lue Point, the nearest post-office at that date. Unfortunately 
this abstract of the vote given, is missing from the files in. the See- 
retary of State's office, The population of the county at that date 
was small, about 1,400; the total number of votes polled was 
only 160. ; 
FIRST OFFICERS ELECTED 

Were E 8. Young, Clerk of the County Court; Thomas W. Davis, 
Probate Justice; William S$. Ricks, Sheriff; Benjamin Williams, 
Coroner; H. M. Vandeveer, Recorder; John &. Stockton, County 
Surveyor. Tomas 1. CHapMAN, 

Peter Porter, 

Gaviy Raston, Sr, 

County Commissioners’ Court. 


OFFICERS APPOINTED BY TIE COUNTY COURT, 

Jesse Murphy, Collector of Revenue; Gabriel R. Jernigan, 
County Treasurer; Il. M. Vandeveer, School Commissioner. This 
was the erowning event in the formation of the new county; the 
long expectations of friends realized ; and with its newly elected 
officers, it was prepared to take position in the ranks of its sister 
counties in the state. 


RECORD OF TITE MEETING OF THE FIRST BOARD OF COMMIS- 
SIONERS. 


With this tribunal, more than any other, devolved the duty of 
setting the eounty machinery in motion, The three eommissioners 
elected, Thomas P. Chapman, Peter Porter, and Gavin Ralston, Sr., 
eonstituted what was styled the County Commissioners’ Court. 
It was made their duty to transact all otficial business pertaining to 
the interests of the county, the making of roads, bridges, selection 
of jurors, and a general supervision of the financial operations of 
the county. 

The first term of this court was held on the 1oth of April, 1859, 
at asmall village ealled Edinburg, located about two miles north- 
west of Taylorville, on G. W. Valentine’s farm, The county scat 
had not yet been located. There were presnt at this meeting the 
three commissioners, E. &. Young, county clerk, and Wm.8. Ricks, 
sheriff. The court was opened in due form by the proclamation of 
the sheriff. A herd of deer grazing near by were startled at the 
anomalous sound, and fled to the wilds of the prairie. The first 
entry of record reads, * ordered, that county eommissioners have 
met aeeording to appointment for the business of the county of 
Dane; that the elerk of this court provide suitable blank hooks 
for keeping all records of the county.” 


The eounty was divided 
into four assessors’ districts, and the appointment of as many asscs- 
sors: John S. Stoekton was for the first or North Fork district, 
and for his serviees rendered charged the eounty ten dollars; Daniel 
C. Goode was selected for the second, or central district, reeciving 
for his services ten dollars; Thomas P. Bond was appointed for the 
third, Bear creek, or the south part of the eounty, charging for like 
services seven dollars; .Aquilla Council] was appointed for the 
fourth, or Jower South Fork ; his charge for services rendcred was 
fourteen dollars. Making a total cost of only $41 for assessing the 
entire county. 


COUNTY ROADS. 


The value of good roads toa nation or county cannot be over- 
estimated; they are evidences of a high civilization, Savages 
make no roads aud build no bridges. It is only at the behest of 
eivilized man that the beautiful arch springs across the stream. A 
great people are road-builders, and the Eternal City retained sway 
ever her eonquered and remote provinces by means of the magnifi- 
cent highways that radiated from her gates. When the first settlers 
came into the county, it is needless to say that no roads existed. 
Along the trail which was first marked out by the footsteps of the 
buthilo, the wily Indian pursued his aimless wanderings. Much 
has been done sinee that distant dav in providing roads along which 
products travel to the place of shipment; yet much remains to be 
done. One of the great drawbacks of the county, to-day, is the 
want of good reads. Business languishes and trade is paralyzed 
during a portion of the year on aceount of the execrable condition 
of the public roads. The people seem almost to have given them- 
selyes up to the belief that from the level nature of the eountry, 
and the character of the soil, excelent roads are impossible, unless 
they are macadamized. Let the roads be improved, and the farm 
interests—the really important ones to a nation or a community— 
will grow apace. A better system of road supervision and drainage 
should be devised. 

The County Commissioners, understanding the inrportanee of 
roads, at their first session formed seyen rvad districts, and appointed 
supervisors for the same. For the first, Martin Hinkle; seeond, 
John G. Fletcher; third, David Simons ; fourth, Allen B. Peabody ; 
fifth, Wm. B. Hall; sixth, Presley Peek, and seventh, Francis 
Adams. There were two leading eastern routes passing through 
the county, one of which was the Springfield, Charleston and Terre 
Haute stage road. On these the supervisors were directed to ex- 
pend the road labor. The court then directed its attention to the 
opening of county roads; one of its regulations was, that every pe- 
tition or application for a new road should be accompanied with ten 
dollars to defray expenses in making the loeation and survey, and 
every person signing the petition should perform a day's work on 
the same. In those days people were not hasty in signing petitions. 
On petition, and ten dollars accompanying it, Eli Matthews, Thos. 
Young, and William Harvey were appointed commissioners to 
view and loeate a road from Taylorville, in a north-western direc- 
tion, to Elgan’s mill, on the Jower South Fork. Another petition 
and ten dollars were laid before the court, asking for a road from 
Taylorville to 1lilshoro, to cross the South Fork at Simpson’s 
Ford, a short distanee below the Clarksdale bridge, taking in 
Bond's Point and the Ricks’ farm, on the head-waters of Bear 
ereek. Thos. S. Leachmau, Joshua Brents and Thos. [?. Bond were 
appointed viewers to examine and loeate it. These were the first 
two roads receiving offieial sanction. James Young, Jesse Murphy 
and John Z. Durbin were appointed additional supervisors to look 
after these and other local roads. All road supervisors were ap- 
pointed by the eourt, and compelled to serve without compensation, 
under a penalty of five dollars. Neglect of duty was made an in- 
dictable offenee. Times haye ehanged. Sueh is not the penalty for 
non-service at the present. 


ELECTION PRECINCTS. 


The court, at its first term, divided the eounty into four justices 
or election precinets: North, East, West and Central. The North 
embraced all that territory lying north of a line running from 
Campbellsburg, due east, to the eounty line, taking in one tier of 
sections south of the line dividing townships 14 and 15. It eon- 
tained an area of 107 square miles. Place of voting, at Fargo 
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Milligan’s. The first judges of election were James Fletcher, Geo. 
D. Pierson and George Diekerson. The East eomprised the terri- 
tory lying east of a line beginning at the north-west corner of see- 
tion 10, township 14—1 west, rnuning thenee south, throngh old 
Stonington to the eonnty line, containing an area of 195 struare 
miles, Place of voting, Old Stonington. Judges of election were, 
Elijah Palmer, David Simons and Peter R. Ketcham. The West 
embraeed the territory lying west of a line beginning at the north- 
west corner of section 7, township 14,—2 and running thence south, 
on the dividing line between townships 2 and 3, to the county line, 
containing an area of 207 square miles. Plaee of voting, at Fran- 
eis Adams’. Judges of election were, Robert Riehardson, Thomas 
Anderson, of Bear ereek, and Franeis Adams. The Central com- 
prised all that territory lying between the East and West precincts. 
Tt contained an area of 207 square miles. Plaee of voting, the old 
village of Edinburg. Thomas Young, Jesse Murphy and Isaac 
Harris were the judges of election. 


FINST BRIDGE, 
In 1839, the court made the following order: 


“Ordered, and it is hereby decreed that $25 he, and is hereby 
appropriated for the use and purpose of ereeting and completing a 
bridge across the Flat Branch, at the place where the county road 
from Blue Point to the Brushy Braneh crosses said stream, and 
that the Supervisor of Itoads in Distriet No. 5, shall have an order 
issued on the treasury for said sum, to be expended by said super- 
visor for the use and purpose above named.” 


SECOND SESSION, 
Assessment of Property. At a eounty commissioners’ eourt, begun 
and held in June, 1859, a tax of seventy eents on every one hun- 
dred dollars’ worth of property, was ordered levied for State and 
county purposes. Amongst the property specified as taxable, were 
slaves and indentured negroes or mulatto servants, watehes and 
their appendages, and all other personal property, except “ the law- 
ful fire-arms of each individual.” This tax when it was eolleeted 
amounted to $760,413. But little of the land was then taxable, as 
they were exempt for five years after entry. This very much re- 
duced the revenue of the county. 


ELECTION FOR JUSTICES AND CONSTABLES. 


The first election for justices and eonstables, two in each of the 
four preciuets, with one additional in the Central, was held at the 
regular annual eleetion, August 5th, 1859. This election came off 
only four months after the organization of the eounty, and, as the 
abstraet of the votes east at the April election is lost, this one will 
give the reader a very fair idea of the voting foree in the county on 
its organization. As each voter had the privilege of easting two 
votes for the two jus‘iees to be eleeted in each precinct, it will re- 
duce the apparent vote of the county nearly one-half. There were 
thirteen candidates for the offices of justice of the peace, nine of 
whom were elected. The following is an abstraet of the votes given 
at the eleetion held in Dane eonnty, August Sth, 1839: 


For Justices of the Peace. 


PRECINCT, NAME. VOTE, 
pWoomele Thomasss «9. a +, «09 
Taylorville, | Eli Matthews, . .. . . - 49 
(or Central.) } Richard Simpson,. . . . . . 43 
BATA EVessenie ca. a. eas LB 
each ( Peter R. Ietehiimigees aes. eo 23 
ad WiDasidiSimons.. 5... . .2a 


CO ENE SENOS: 55 
NAME. VOTE. 
AL DS Nontlicuttoessch ene ect 
edmesulsak Glivemsee. eee se) cee 
(Geon Oe Pierson. 6 seek 
xquillayCouneiles. 2c. .see 0) 
DPrcsleys Beek i sew eee 
South Fork. ~ Samuel D. Slater. 2... . 28 
thon Ihe oe Beery es ee 


PRECINCT. 


North Fork. 


Thomas ee ondieee ees eat 


For Constables there were fourteen eandidates to be voted for and 
only eight to be elected, two for cach precinet. 


PRECINCT. SAALE: VOTE. 
qdames Me twensi. Gs 5 « SeatlG 
Spohr Wiss WOU cee queen 20) 

Jolie seNelsonee se) eee 
; ( Wane lb, Hammer: 2). 2) 620 
Stonington, < Nieholas Sanders. . . . . . 12 
(Oneiane Pitehwas 4 a ao ele 

James M. Fletcher... . . 47 
4 Dhow Na Parks «ce 6 noo 
Cin Stockton es fs. 2 2 coll 
(Amos Richardson. . . 2. . 55 
| John L. OCH [osuts nares rues iT 
: JnelsoimeWalsoneas se se ao: 

JobmmeNATIs ss 2 ne Gee eae 
{ Alfred CUM Glcget cee sda ree cu 


Taylorville, 
(or Central.) 


North Fork. 


South Fork. 


“STATE OF ILLINoIs, ) 

Dane County,” \ “1, Ezekiel 8. Young, Clerk of the County 
Commis-joners’ Court of Dane County, having taken to my assist- 
anee Richard Simpson and Peter 2. Ketcham, Justices of the Peace 
of said county, aud proceed to open the poll books of the above 
Election, and we hereby eertify the foregoing to be a true and cor- 
rect abstract of the votes polled, Aug. 5, 1839,” 


is S. Mount, Clerk Cos ConuCt 
Signed. Rictarnp Simpson, J. P. 
( Prerer R. Ketcnan, J. P. 


Richard Simpson and Peter R. Ketcham were vld justices hold- 
ing over, clected before the organization of the eounty, and whilst 
the territory was under the jurisdiction of other counties. The 
eounty elerk makes a further eertificate in transmitting offieially 
the votes to the seeretary of state at Springfield. 


“STATE OF ILLINOIS, ) 

Dane County,” \ «I, Ezekiel 8. Young, Clerk of the County 
Court in and for said county, do hereby eertify the foregoing to be 
a true and eorreet abstract of the poll books of said Election, now 
on file in my office. 


In testimony whereof ] have hereunto set my hand and the seal 


of xaid eounty, at Edinburg, this 30th day of August, 1839. , 
+ SEAL 
ELS. Youxs, Clerk Co. Ct, Dune County. Large 


The county elerk’s certifieate appended above shows that Edin- 
burg was the temporary county seat at that date. Asa matter 
of interest, an abstract of votes east at several subsequent elections, 
as well as the persons voted for is given. It exhibits the strength 
of the parties in popular eleetions forty years ago. The annual 
elections then were held in the month of August, instead of Novem- 


ber, as at present. The sovereigns voted vire voce, and not by 
ballot. 
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ELECTION, AUGUST 3p, 1840. 


For State Senator.. ELD. Taylor. 


iy rosie atcrronorniicrics I ot Yt BW NG eer aricase 
4A Ganrinnepeseronioe, none nbseccntenonoaeosiad bee ransasdea aust: paonosuseeae tee 319 
Ror Kupresentativies.. cctcceececeeiees Martin White....cceee Wetitiscccescosces 21) 
BO tanetinetcupanelcuee Thomas 8. Leachman. Whig... 95 
Moc sen ies cis ce cisc iste ese se nssns seeeaceatacesenintonces ice casea ea tena sli 
evaetees |UIS eereaneceaced elt 
Whig s2 


. Dem 


vee Whig 
Lota, cinsaevacsenerseete Pee eee panics tena stares scamees oameetesnan Ne 
For Coroner Jacob Lovely. ..ccusesss Wenticesameer Tbe 
ub Creorge Jacobs... des NUE ageaeee desea 0 
oy Danielobberea sacs DG eccareen ce 17 


For County Commise's Clerk........John C Goode... 


or 'Gounty Treasurer .;..,.2;c2.1 cco ese Gabriel 2 Jernigan...Dem............. 172 
e Se atdatiey scdeses canes Vie Vee ligmies:ayece eli ges esac ee 102 
Catal eres Seeanececcecestesegersess: ESOS acchoonnadcomrnco sar orann iceenainreens peeceie 


The total vote of the county was 519. 

John C. Goode was eleeted county elerk to fill the vacaney ocea- 
stoned by the resignation of E. 8. Young; Aquilla Council eleeted 
eouuty commissioner in plice of Gavin Ralston, Sr., whose term of 
office had expired ; Gabriel R. Jernigan elected eounty treasurer 
(previons to this he had held the office by appointment of the 
eounty court); B.S. Young, county clerk, assisted hy Eli Matthews, 
J. P., and Presley Peek, J. P., opened the election returns, August 
4, 1840, at Taylorville, the new county seat. Mailed the returns 
at Blue Point, at that time there being no post-office at Taylor- 
ville. 

OFFIC{AL VOTE FOR PRE*IDENT. 1540. 


(Election in November.) 


For Martin Van Buren 147 
For Wm. II. Harrison 89 
Potala: os arrcets yee oeeceeeaee toners cores cevcesmee ina eee ets atc 236 

125 

106 

Peter Porter... 56 

a cS Scattering 0 

Motta vastetesr monet ance smeceeamene aah tee taaae ee sc aee ce ere eet 295 
For Coroner to fill vacancy i.s.:s.s.e.05: Leonard Willnri.......-.-4600 80 
For School Commissioners........... .John W. Wheat lit 
ss Se Na atc aa caverta Armstead N. ITesser,. 109 

eG taullea cara ratecmam eset neater sacaiecee cect 22 epee nme mee anne or 288 


For Cullector...Jesse Murphy—reapppointed by the Court for 1842. 


ELE'TION AvuGusT 1, 1842, 


Wor Slienifice secs Amos Richardson eleeted, 


SPECIAL ELECTION, Oct. 8, 1842. 


For County Surveyor .. Allen Th. Peabody. ceo aS 

i Se Sars S.W. Baker fee IS 

‘ te caedaitaasinass Witte Sliappesecceses 2b 

iw SO nase caestaes SCAGHING cseeecvecstess Beets isaetieenes re 6 

Tutal ; 197 
For County Reeorder, to Gill vaeancy caused by the resignation of 

II. M. Vandeveer, 

a a Dilemmas tenis CIN estan cece esses eee apeeea ae eeees . 109 

: as Db Gris Teese eee tqac case eeacex coven Gace Sail 

1:0 


At the election, August 7, 1845, Wm. 5S. Frink was elected Pro- 
bate Justice; Phil. C. Fergusen, County Clerk ; Thos. B. Dough- 
erty, County Recorder ; Jesse Elgan, County Commissioner; Win. 
A. Goodrich, County Surveyor; Thomas 8. Leachman, Sehool 
Commissioner; Jesse Murphy, Assessor and Treasurer; Thomas 
Ee. V. Farris was appointed by the Court, Collector, for 1843-4. 

On the Sth of August, 1854, an election was held for Repre- 
sentatives, The candidates were: 


Mami ge Ri esar ea seaviss cues teams sagan niuaenesueteeemeceneseaete Deity canoes 245 
Ben pe lee Walesasveseu.awacissmrascecesenreteesute eaeteeseerions Mili .e.c. vel SG 
Tita) siccaccoune cauaedevesst acestdereecwane sees one svesvaccorensees sh iiskeusetonces eral 


Henry Hardin was elected sherifl; George Dickerson, Jesse El- 
gan, and John H. Bilyeau, county commissioners; Green B. Ketch- 
am, eoroner. The following was the vote for Congressmen—for 
Orlando B. Ficklin, democrat, 251; U. F. Linder, whig, 181 votes; 
democrat majority, 70, Demoerat majority on representative, 59. 
From the above cxeerpts from the records, the student of the politi- 
eal history of the earlicr years of the eounty can gather much 
valuable information, showing the political complexion of the 
county at that period. 

Believing that it will be of interest to our numerous readers to 
know who administered justice to the eitizens prior to the organiza- 
tion of the county, we give the names of the justices of the peace 
elected at the election in 1835. The territory now embraeed in 
Christian county was formed into three election precincts, two in 
Sangamon and one in Montgomery county. At the regular cleetion 
in August, 1835, the following were elected justices of the peaee for 
Buekhart preeinet, Peter 2. Keteham aud John L. Thompson ; in 
Cotton Hill preeinet,a part of which was in this county, John Rape 
and Samuel Stites; in Bear ereek precinet, a part of Montgomery 
eounty, Joseph P. Durbin and Richard Simpson. 


FINANCES OF TIE COUNTY IN THE EARLY TIMES. 


The reeords for the December term, 1839, of the eounty court, 
show some interesting exhibits. The court at all times exercised 
the most rigid eeonomy ; the bill for all the necessary record books 
for opening up the several departments of the county was execced- 
ingly moderate. I] M. Vandeveer, elerk of the cireuit court, was 
authorized to make the purehases. The bill rendered was as fol- 
lows: 

For ReeprderkaOmce,.. 2 co as 2 =) eee el 
Pe Chiemi Monee Onees Negi oe a coo wo Ge Ol) 
«County oY Re eee eerie sy 2) 
Schovl Commissioner's Othee. ... 2... . S8i 
JUtyeBUOK se) ar Ste ae ch ee es 
Coumnigesealk .. 2 aa eis os on, opener mes mele O0) 


$221 74 


The elerks used a wooden bench with a serew fixed iu a frame, 
for more than twenty years, to take impressions of the official seal. 
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It cost $250. This economical outfit lasted for several years. 
In contrast, the annual expenses of the county, at present, for 
books, blanks and stationery, approximate $1,000. The court 
appropriated at the rate of four dollars per month, to pay office 
rent fur use of the cirenit and eounty elerks. The “ Ralston build- 
ing,” was the first one in Taylorville, used for that purpose, after 
its location as the county seat. It was moved from Edinburg. The 
house now stands on the corner south of the jail. A part of the 
same building was occupied by Ralston and Gilbert’s store. The 
court meant promptitude as well as economy in busincss; they di- 
rected the treasurer to pay $21.87 to Messrs Berchall & Co., of 
Springfield, immediately. They seemed not only in earnest in 
paying the vbligations of the county with dispatch, but made a 
further commeudable move in the direction of economy, by ordain- 
ing that “the officers and members of this court charge nothing for 
services rendered this term.’ This aet of disinterested patriotism 
on the part of the early officers and founders of the county is 


, 


worthy of commendation. 


FIRST DEED EXECUTED AFTER ORGANIZATION OF THE COUNTY. 


Below we give the first deed filed for record; it was made hy 
David C Hall to John Skeedy, for a tract of land in township 13, 
2, containing four hundred acres, the consideration being five 
hundred dollars. 

| “ This Indeuture made and entered into 
this first day of May in the year of our 
Lord One thousand cight hundred and 
thirty-nine, by and between David ©. 1Tall 
of the Connty of Dane and State of [lnois, 
of the first part and John Skeedy of the 
County of Sangamon and State of Illinois of the second part 
Wiryessetu that the said party of ihe first for and in consideration 
of the sum of Five hundred dollars of lawful money of the United 
States to them in hand paid by the said party of the seeond part 
the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, have given, granted, 
bargained, sold, aliened, assigned, enfeotted aud conveyed,aud hy 
these presents do give, grant, bargain, sell, alien, assign, enfeoff and 
convey unto the said party of the secoud part his heirs and assigns 
certain lots, or piece of ground lying and being situated in the 
County of Dane and State uf Ilinois, known and described as fol- 
lows, (viz) Ist the west half of the south-west quarter of section 
number eight, township number thirteen, No. 2. The east half 
of the south-east quarter of seetion number seyen, No. 5. The 
south-west quarter of the south-east quarter of scetion number 
seven, No +. The north-west quarter of the north-west quarter 
section number seventeen, No. 5. The west half of the south-west 
quarter of section number nine, all of which being in township No. 
13 north of the base line in range No. t west of the third principal 
meridian,  Coutaining in all four hundred acres. Entered at 
Vaudalia. 


Davie Ce LL SEL, 


To} Hed. ¢ 
JouN SKEEDY. 


To have and to hold the above deseribed lot or pareel of ground, 
together with all and singular the privileges or appurtenances 
thereunto belonging or in any wise appertaining, to the said party 
of the seeond part, his heivs and assigns, to and for their own proper 
use, behoof and benefit forever. And the said party of the first 
part for themselves, their heirs, executurs and administrators, do 
hereby covenant and agree to and with the said party of the second 
part, his heirs and assigns, forever to warrant and defend the title 
to che above described premises, agaiust the claim or elaims of any 
and all persons whatsoever, aud that they, the said party of the 
first part, are the only true and lawful owuers of the said premises, 
and that they are free from all and all manner of incumbranecs. 

8 


eat 
=i 


In testimony whereof the said party of the first part have here- 
unto sct their hands aud seals, the day and year first above written,” 
In presence of 


i AL 
Bas. CLEMENT. 


CSTaATiE Or ILLINOIS: ) 
ASungunon County, | 


$s 


Be it remembered that on the 
day of the date hereof came before the undersigued, a Justice of 
the Peace in and for the said county, D. E. Hall, who is personally 
known by said Justice to be the identical person whose name is 
subscribed to the forgoing deed of conveyance, and who then ac- 
knowledged his voluntary execution of the same for the purposes 
therein exercised. 
Given under my hand and seal this Ist day of May 1839.” 


Grsz.5: Crest, J. 7. 


FIRST WILL ON RECORD. 


“Jn the name of God. Amen :— 
I, Joel Wadkins, being weak in body, but of porfect mind and 
memory, make this my last will and testameut. In the year one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine and the sixth day of De- 
eembher first that all my just debts be paid—and my funeral ex- 
penses be paid out of my personal estate; the halance of my personal 
estate I give and bequeath to my heloved wife as her own, for her 
benetit and use, to do with as she may think fit or see proper for 
her own benefit and use ; my real estate I also give to my wife, the 
interest benefit of it during her natural life for her benefit and use 
to do with as she may thiuk best during her lite term; except an 
improvement made on my Jand by my son-in-law, John Morgan. I 
grant him the privilege of living on that part he has improved on 
my lands as long as he may think proper or see fit to do; when he 
leaves, then my wife to have the use and benefit of thesame. The 
balance of my lands during her natural life-time ; after the death of 
my wife [ give and bequeath to my son Nathan forty acres of my 
land. L also give to my youngest son Juel sixty acres of my land. FI 
also give and bequeath to my youngest daughter Jane twenty acres 
of my land, this land to be laid off so as to give each a portion of 
timber and prairie according to the quantity here allotted to those 
having done this—Avreeahle to my mind I now close this will by 
saying Amen to the things of time. Signed by his own hand and 

seal this day and date above written.” 

: his 
JoEL x Wapkgrys. 
mark 


« Acknowledged to be for the speeial purpos 
above will this 6th day of December, 1530. 


James Barker, J. P. (sau 
SE 


FIRST LICENSE. 


At the September term, 1549, the County Commissioners’ eourt 
issued the first license to keep a grocery in Taylorville; the record 
reads as follows: 

“Ordered that John Sampson be licensed to keep a grocery in 
the town of Taylorville for the term of three months trom this 
date, the said John Sampson, first paying into the county treasury 
the sum of six dullars and twenty-five cents fur the privilege here- 
by granted.” 

FIlsT CIRCUIT COURT. 

The eounty of Dane, now Christian, was attached to the eighth 
judicial cireuit; it embraced the counties of Sangamon, Tazewell, 
McLean, Livingston, Macon, Dane, Logan and Menard. The first 
term was held at Taylorville, November 4th, 1839. In the ab- 
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senee of a court-house, its sessions were held in a small 
frame house, 12x14 feet, owned by TE MM. 
situated on the north side ef the publie square. The town 
having been so reecutly Tocated, there were but few tene- 


Vandeveer, smd 


ments in the place. This small house had to serve the purpose of 
av hotel, stage office, and court room. Tn jury eases that body had 
to retire, for its deliberation, out of doors, under a black-jack tree, 
where now stands the calaboose, where deputy W. 1. Hammer said 
he attended its deliberations. This improvised court-room will be 
remembered, by many of the older citizens, as Dr. Chapman’s vffice. 
The old landmark has given place toa darge brick building. 

The officers of the court were Hon, Samuel IT. Treat, judge; H. 
M. Vandeveer, clerk; William 8. Rieks, Sherit!;* David P. 
Campbell, states attorney; Benjamin Williams, coroner, 11. MT. 
Vandeyeer was appointed clerk of the cireuit court on the first of 
June, 1839, two nionths attr the organization of the eounty ; Wm. 
8. Ricks, yuilified as sheriff, June 24th, 1839, Benjamin Wil- 
liams qualified as coroncr, August 6th, 1838. The only attorney from 
abroad attending at this term was Hon. Jas. C, Conkling, of Spring- 
field. The panel of grand and petit jurors, made at the first term 
of the county court, seemed to be based upon an assumed census of 
one hundred persons, that is, single men and heads of families. 
These, with the county officinis added, eomprised nearly all the 
names in the county, excepting only same half dozen who it was 
the intention te mdict. 


THE FIRST VENIRE OF GRAND JURORS. 

John Young, foreman; Berry Rose, Thomas I’. Bond, George D, 
Pierson, ohn Martin, David Cagle, James Weeden, Thomas 
Young, Robert Richardson, John Finley, Jacob Wydick, Fma- 
nuel J. Leigh, Allen B. Peabody, Christopher Ketcham, Joshua 
Brents, Alfred Currie, and Louis TH. Jernigan, who were sworn in 
pursuance of law, and charged by States Atterncy Camphell. 

THE FIRST PRTIT JURORS. 

© Ordered that the following persons he selected to serve as petit 
jurors at the next term of the cireuit court for the county of 
Dane: Henry ©. Dickerson, George Oller, OQherton Williams, 
Simeon Brents, Wilham Sheldon, Ezekiel 3. Young, Robert P. 
Langley, Wesley Westhrook, Henry Judy, Win. Wallis, Isaac 
Richardson, and Wiley Blount. 

Thus was completed the organization of the circuit court. At 
the first term business was limited; a few cases were comproniised. 
The first on the docket being a suit instituted by Smith vs. Dur- 
lin for slander. The said Durbin charged Smith with having 
drowned a horse-thicf in the waters of Bear creek. This, with a 
few other eases, was continued, and finally dismissed at defendant's 
cost. The seeond ease was the People es. Thomas HK. Ve Farris, 
indicted by the grad jury for sending a challenge to Thomas W. 
Davis, the newly elected probate judge, to fight a duel with deadly 
weapons, on the first day of October, 1859. The following is a 
copy of the original challenge, as sent, verbatin et literatim: 


“Dear Sir: I take this method of finishing our career. I will give yon 
the chance of a dewel. [would rather fight munley than to do any other 
way. Twill give you a shott at 12 o'clock, P.M. 

“T Ve alecnriss 


This case was tricd at the fall term of the eourt, 1840, The 
people were greatly enlightened on the laws governing the code of 


honor, and by the display of legal lore and eloquence of counsel. 
The verdict of the jury was “ Not Guilty.” 


* Amos Richardson and James M Fleteher, eonstuldes, were inattendinee at Chis term 
of court, 


Another ease was Peter R. Keteham vs. Gabriel Melkenzie— 
action for slander; damages laid at $2,090). J.C. Conkling, At- 
torney for Plaintiff In the declaration, it was alleged that the 
defendant had used words to this import: “Old Pete Netcham is 
a d-——d ol hog thief.” This trial seemed to involve the whole 
county, and elicited a great deal of interest. It was known by 
many as the Methadist preacher against the Loman Catholic. 
Attorney BS. Edwards conducted the defence. The jury found 
for the plaintiff, $17.08. In making up their verdict, the jury 
seemed to have entertained a very nice estimate of a man’s charac- 
ter, so as to take into consideration the fractional part of a dime. 
Juries occasionally returned tu the court-room for further instruc- 
tions from the judge. In one case, the jury failing to agree as to 
the facts in the premises, returned for instructions, The judge 
inquired as to the dithculty. The foreman responded with appa- 
reut bonesty and simplicity: “ Why, judge, this ’ere is the ditheulty: 
some of the jury want to know whether that ar what you told us, 
when we first went out, wax raley the law, or whether it was only 
just your notion.’ The judge having informed the jury that such 
was the law in the premises, a verdict was reached accordingly. 
Tn the early history of the county some persons entertained crude 
notions of the workings of justice. In a case being tried before 
the court, when the jury, on retiring, was soing up the partially 
open stairway, in the old court-house, to the jury-room for delibe- 
ration, one of their number was overheard to say: ‘Now is my 
chanee to give the olil cuss h—1!” In the case of Shumway, adm'r 
of Daniel Miller, deceased, es John Cheney, Lincoln and Vande- 
veer appeared for the plaintiff} and Judge Robbins of Springfield 
for the defendant. In reply toa point made, the latter said: “Jf 
that isso, Tl agree to eat this desk.’? Lincoln jocosely replied : 
“Well, judge, if you do eat that desk, I haope it will come out a 
bran newly manufaetured wagon !” 

As the county-seat had beeu xo recently located in the wild prai- 
rie, hotel and boarding-house accommodations were limited. At- 
torney C-————.,, at the first term of the court, had to go into the 
country for lodgings, Jit connection with this, he related the fol- 
lowing amusing incident. Not wishing to be left ont to the merey 
ol the wolves, he gladly aecepted an invitation from one of the 
jurors to go home with him, and partake of his hospitality. On 
reaching the eabin of his friend, he found a tidy, niee woman, with 
everything clean and neatly arranged. But they were new begin- 
ners, and had only one bed. Tow that part of the difficulty 
would be arranged was a problem running through his brain 
all the evening. But it was easily solved. The woman slept on 
oue side of the bed, he on the other, and the husband in the middle. 

Hardly had the last “peg” been driven in the location of 
the county seat, when James Harris commenced preparations for 
the erection of a two-story frame botel—now a part of the Globe 
HTouse, on the north side of the Public Square. The waut of ac- 
commodations compelled the use of it at first in an unfinished con- 
dition. .A ladder was used to reaeh the upper story, with its loose 
boards for a floor. Its accommodations were necessarily limited. 
The landlord was under the necessity of dividing his guests into 
squads or divisions; some retiring early, only to be aroused to give 
plaee to another division, as time crowded on to midnight. About 
the latter hour the stentorian voice of the landlord could be heard, 
calling the first lot to “get up,’ and give place to others; “that 
Judge Treat and other noted lawyers wished to turn in.’ Judge 
Edwards, of Springticld, relates that he preferred the luxury _of 
wrapping himself in the folds of his cloak and taking the court- 
house floor for it, where he could have the whole night to himself. 

In the days of the carly courts, Abraham Lincoln was a regular 
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attendant on the courts of this county, and oeeasionally stephen uA. 
Douglas. A good aneedote ix related of them, as having oveurred 
in this cireuit:—In the pioncer-times, saloons or groccries, as they 
were familiarly ealled, were great places of resort. A large per- 
centage of those cominy to town would visit and loaf at them, 
and drink in the gossip retailed at such places. Then the grocery- 
keeper was looked upon as one of the especially honored members 
of society. It is said that Abraham Lincoln onee sold liquor at 
retail, when he first came to Illinois. Some years afterward, when 
Lincoln and Douvlas took the stump, the latter alladed to the for- 
mer’s calling in early times. But Lineoln retorted by saying 
“that while he officiate] on one side of the bar, Judge Douglas 
officiated in the other capacity on the other side.” 

Apropos to the above may be related the following ineident: 
Many years ago there was a noted land ease in court which at- 
traeted much attention at the time, the ease was that of Vandeveer 
vs. Whitecraft. Lineoln was attorney for the plaintiff, and able 
counsel represented the defendant. The parties to the suit. were 
prominent citizens of the eounty. The ease occupied the time of 
the court for most of the term. Never, seemingly did) Lincoln 
appear to better advantage, and by good manavement and able 
argument sceured a verdict for his client. The last day the 
ease was protracted into the evening. There were poor accom- 
modations for light; no chandeliers were suspended from the 
ceiling, or kerosene lamps graced the grim walls of the eourt-room ; 
the old-fashioned “tallow dip” was all the dependenee. Sheritf 
H furnished two candles without even a japanned candlestick, 
One wax fastened to the wall back of the judge's stand, and the 
other handed to Attorney Lineoln. It was as amusing as ridicu- 
lous to sce the great advocate holding the tallow dip in one hand 
and the law-book in the other, As he warmed up in his theme 
the light began to pale and the eandle disappear, in a liquid form, 
between his fingers, greatly to the amusement of the Court and the 


assemblage. 

The old Court-heuse stood on stone pillars some two feet above 
the ground, and as the spaces between the pillars were not boarded 
up, it was a great resort for hogs. On one oceasion, when Lincoln 
was arguing a ease before the Court, the hogs opened up a chorus, 
in porcine language, greatly annoying the eclebrated barrister, 
when he suggested to the Court the propriety of issuing a writ of 
quietus to the Sherif. A traveling correspondent of an eastern 
journal, related the following in an article entitled, “Our tour 
through Egypt :” “ Being water bound at the capital of Christian 
county, Illinois, we whiled away a portion of our time in the 
Court-room. The Judge was bolding the spring term of the Cir- 
cenit Court in Taylorville. De appeared to he of a nervous tem- 
perament, and mueh disturbed by the surroundings. Putting ona 
little judicial dignity, he called up one of the constables and informed 
him that the Court had created a new offiee and had sclected him 
to fill the responsible station. The duties are onerous. The offiver 
seemed delighted with the prospeetive honor, but with a bashful 
diffidencve stood in silence. The Court directed him to be sworn, 
but reeollecting that he was already a sworn officer, that part of 
the ceremony was dispensed with. He was then direeted to repair 
to the adjacent timber, eut a half dozen batons, raise a posse, 
and keep the frogs besieging this town, silent during the sessions 
of this Court to the end that the provecdings thereof may not be 
interrupted. Silence reigned after that in the Court-room.” 

The lawyers who rode the eireuit in early times were noted for 
the mauy jokes they practiced on each other. A laughable inci- 
dent oecurred at the hotel in Taylorville, based on the custom of 
some in changing their lineu before retiring jor the night. Several 


of the lawyers on this circuit lad just arrived from Springfield 
and “putup” at Mr. L ‘stavern, Mr. C was among the 
number aml noted for his extreme gentility; his custom was to 
shave every morning and put on clean linen. Le earried a night- 
shirt to sleepin. The State’s Attorney was a great wag, and took 
especjal delight in playing jokes on his associates. Me. lL. -— 


looked on his tavern as second to none in the West. There miche 
be better tables in St. Louis, but as tur beds his eould not he ex- 
celled, even by the great Vlapters’ louse, for he himself had been 
there, and had not sat down at the table a minute before they 
presented a bill, and an impudent waiter asked him if he would 
have tea or coffee; and when he told him he wonld take tea, he 
asked what kind of tea? Saves he, “Store tea, to be sure.” A sin- 
gle word against the tavern, table or beds was taken by the land- 
lord asa great insult, and he would resent it without regard to 
persons. The State’s Attorney knew landlord L well, they 
being old aequaintanees. Taking him aside he said, * Do you know 
thie Well, if 
you will not mention my name 1 will tell you.” “So be it, whatdid 
he say?” © Why he said your beds were so dirty that he had to take 
off his clean shirt and put ona dirty ove every night to sleep in,” 
“Possible. MH watch him this night.” Bed-time came. Lawyer 
C 

night shirt, and was in the act of taking of! his day-ghirt when 
landlord L 


crack in the door, opened it and sprang in on lawyer C 


is speaking disrespectfully of your beds? 


on retiring opened his portmantean, took therefrom his 


, Who bad been watching his movements through a 
like a 


tiger, Explanations followed when it appeared that it was only 


one of the State's Attorney’s tricks. 

Second Ventre of Grand Jurors, Fine, 1840, were, James MeKin- 
ney, foreman; Moses Pearsou, Wm. sharp, David Stokes, James 
Young, Phil. C. Ferguson, Fred. Hammer, Martin Ilanon, James 
W. Radford, Ellington Adams, James Funderburk, John Durbin, 
Thos. Anderson, George Vandeveer, Peter Wyiick and Jaeob 
Wrydick. 

The Second Petit Jurors were Josiah Langley, Levi W. Goodan, 
Abram Peters, Wenry Blount, Daniel Miller, Job B. Davis, Joshua 
Brents, Lovis If. Jernigan, James R. Lueas, Isaac Denton and 
Thomas Langley, for June term, 1540, 


FIST NATURALIZATION. 


At the October term of Court a. p. 1840, Joseph Bugg made his 
written applieation to be vaturalized, filed his declaration and 
took the oath prescribe] by law, in open Court, which was ordered 
to be tiled. We append a copy of the original paper. 

‘“Toxeph Bugg, an alien bora, presented to the Court his report 
and declaration of intention to become a naturalized citizen, whieh 
follows in these words and figures: 


To the Honorable Sanuel H. Treat, Presiding Fudge of the Circuit 


Court, in and for the County of Christian and State of Illinois, 


I, Joseph Bugg, an alien born, free white person, of the age of 
thirty years aud upwards, do hereby in conformity with the first 
eondition specified in the first section of the aet of Congress en- 
titled ‘An aet to establish a uniform rule of naturalization, and 
to repeal the acts heretofore passed upon that subject “approved 
the 14th day of April, 1802. Deelare and make known to the 
said Circuit Court, now sitting in and for the eounty aud state 
aforesaid, that my true and proper name is Joseph Bugg; that 1 
was born in the town of Leven, in the county of Yorkshire, and in 
the kingdom of England, on the twelfth day of June, 4. p. 1S10; 
that Iam about thirty years of ave; that I belonged to the English 
nation, and owed allegianee tu the King of England; that 1 migrated 
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from the port of Wull, in the said kingdom of England, on the 12th 
day of June, a. p. 1834, and landed at the city of Buffalo, in the 
State of New York, in the United States of America, on the 4th 
day of May 1835; that T have, ever since my first arrival, remained 
within the limits and under the jurisdiction of the said United 
States, and that it is hona-fide my intention to renounce furever all 
allegiance and fidelity to every foreign prince, potentate, state or 
sovereignty whatever, and more particularly such allegiance and 
fidelity as I may in any way owe to the said King of England, 
either ax a citizen or a subject, to beeome a citizen of the United 
States, and to locate myself for the present in the County of Chris- 
tian, and State of Hlinois. Whercof, Tam now an inhabitant; that 
I do not now enjoy or possess, nor am I in any wise entitled to any 
order of distinetion or title of nobility, by virtue of the laws, cus- 
toms or regulations of the said kingdom of England, or any other 
eountry, aud that J am sincerely attached to the principles con- 
tained in the constitution of the United States, and well disposed to 
the good order, well being and happiness of the same, and desire 
that this, my declaration and report, may be accepted, filed and 
recorded, Preparatory to my intended application to be admitted 
a naturalized citizen of the United States, in eonformity with the 
several acts of Congress heretofore passed on that subject. 
Joseri Buc. 
Subscribed and sworn to in open Court this 
26th day of October, a. p. 18-40. 


alttest, IT. M. Vanbeveer, Clerk. 


Below are given, as of interest to all, some of the first papers on 
record pertaining to divorces, ete. 


FIRST DIVORCE CASE. 


November Term, 1841. 
JAMES SHARROCK, ) 
vs. Bill for Divorce. 
Mary ANN Srarnocr. 

This day came the parties, and the defendant files her answer to 
the complainant’s bill, denying the allegations thereof, aud there- 
upon came a jury, to wit, Samucl Garvin, John P. Fletcher, James 
Porter, Horace Morgan, Elijah Furrows, James Baker, John 
George, Wiley Blount, James Wutchens, C. F. Leigh, Joshua 
Brents, James Richardson, who being sworn well and truly to try 
the issue joined herein, for verdict say: “ We the jury find the 
defendant guilty of wilful desertion for more than two years without 
reasonable cause, and on motion of the defendant a new trial is 
granted and the cause is continued.” 


alt the June Term, 1842. 
Mary ANN SHARROCK, | 
US, 
JAMES Suarnocn, j 
Defendant. | 


This day came the complainant by Roundtree, her attorney, and 
the defendant being called came not but made default, and proof 
satisfactory to the Court being made of notice of the pendency of 
this suit, by publication thereof, in the Illinois State Register, as 
required by the Statute in such eases made, and the evidence on 
the part of the complainant being heard and considered by the 
Court, it is therefore ordered, adjudged and decreed by the Court 
that the marriage contract heretofore existing between the said 
Mary Ann Sharrock and James Sharrock be annulled, dissolved, 
and helil for naught, and it is further adjudged, ordered and de- 
creed, that the eare and custody of the child of the said Mary and 
James be committed to the said Mary. 


CRIME. 


We give below a brief account of one of the first murder cases 
which claimed the attention of the Court after the organization of 
the county. Though the crime was a heinous one and the culprit 
deserving of death, yet as is too frequently the case he escaped 
uppunished. 

The most atrocious ease of killing which ever occurred in this 
couuty, was perpetrated in the winter of 1854, and is known as the 
Westfall-Tlinkle murder. The murderer and his victim were near 
neighbors, living in Johnson township, and about six miles south of 
Taylorville. Jesse Hinkle, the murdered man, was a brother of the 
mother of Wilham Westfall, the man who slew him. Both were 
known as fearless, desperate men, and although relatives, there had 
long existed “ bad blood ” between them, which developed into an 
open quarrel and fight upon the public highway, in the autumn of 
1858. Upon this oecasion, Ilinkle is said to have used a pole or 
club, and Westfall came out of the encounter badly beaten. In the 
following winter, and upon the morning of the murder, Westfall 
passed Hinkle’s house; the suow lay thick upon the grouud, and 
the latter was busily engaged making a sled, Westfall accused his 
unele of killing his (Westfall’s) dog, and wanted to know if he in- 
tended paying for it, adding “if not, he would have to take the fate 
ofthe dog’ Hinkle with strong language told him if he “ ever 
paid for the dog it would be when the law compelled him to.” At 
this Westfall went home, and in the presence of his wife and two 
sisters, took down his ritke, loaded it with powder and ball, remark- 
ing in their hearing that ‘it should suck the blood of a scoundrel 
before noon;” he then leisurely went out, and walking cautiously 
through the brush, without, however, making any attempt to conecal 
his iracks in the snow, arrived within a short distance, less than a 
hundred yards, of where Hinkle was still working upon his sled, 
plaeed one knee upon the ground, rested his rifle upon a convenient 
bush, and taking deliberate aim, fired; his victim fell, mortally 
wounded, his intestines piereed with a ball, and died in great agony 
after lingering about thirty hours. Instead of attempting to escape 
as soon as he discovered the full extent of his deed, Westfall im- 
inediately proceeded to Taylorville to consult with Judge H. M. 
Vandeveer, who had upon former oceasions professionally helped 
him out of his squabbles, without however fully stating the nature 
of his erime to his lawyer; he was advised by him to absent himself 
for a time until the first excitement had subsided, but it was 
characteristic of the man not to be intimidated. Tle refused to leave, 
and was arrested. Ife had an examination befure a Justice of the 
Peace who fully committed him for trial, the principal witnesses 
against him being his own near relations—who testified to the above 
facts; there were also proots of the prints in the snow. His lawyer 
succeeded in continuing his case one or two terms, and finally ob- 
tained a ehange of venue to the adjoining county of Shelby. 

The order of the Court reads as follows :— 

Miy Term of Court, 1854. 
“TOE PROPLE 
Us. - Indictinent for murder, 

WILLTAM WESTFALL. | 

And now at this day came the people by the States Attorney, and 
the prisoner having heen furnished with a eopy of the Indictment, 
a list of the Jurors and witnesses, and the prisoner being arraigned 
at the bar, and for plea saith he is ‘not guilty? and thereupon the 
prisoner files his petition and affidavit for a change of venue. It is 
therefore considered and adjudged by the Court, that a change of 
yenue be granted in this cause to the county of Shelby, and that the 
Clerk of this Court make a complete trauscript of the proeeedings had, 
make known, and transmit the same to the Clerk of the Cireuit Court 


leita 


Co,, 


COURT HOUSE, TAYLORVILLE. 


THe PUBLIC BUILDINGS, CuHaistian 


meson OF CHRISTIAN COUNT, ILLINOIS, 61 


of Shelby county, together with all the papers appertaining to said 
cause. Certified under his hand and tle seal of this court, and, it 
is further ordered and adjudged by the Court, that the recognizance 
of the witnesses to wit, Daniel Missenhammer, Naney Missenhammer 
and Elizabeth Brannon be forfeited, and that a Scire Facias issue 
thereon returnable to the next term of this Court. And thereupon 
came Job B. Davis, Joseph Painter, John D. A. Bond, William 
A. Goodrich, Dr. E. T. Chapmau, John Bowman, Milton Pike, 
John Hinton, John Durbin, W. B. Keller, John Goode, Matthew 
Durbin and Joshua Bowman, witnesses on behalf of the people, 
and acknowledged themselves to owe and be indebted to the people 
of the State of Llinois,in the sun of One [fundred dollars cach, to be 
levied of their goods and chattels, lands and tenements respectively, 
void however ou this condition, that they shall severally be and 
appear before the Cireuit Court of Shelby County, on the first day 
of the next term thereof, to be holden at the Court-house, in Shelby- 
ville, on the first Monday in the month of October next, to testify 
and the truth to say in a matter of an indictment for murder, pend- 
ing in said Court against William Westfall, and abide the order of 
the Conrt and not depart without leave.” 

The evidence was so conclusive in this case that it is presumable 
he would have received there the just punishment of his crime, but 
in the meantime, with the aid of a case knife, he sueceeded in cut- 
ting his way out of the Taylorville Jail, wherein he was coufined, 
and eseaping to the brush, search was made for him in vain; but 
it has since became known that he was secreted not far from the 
county seat for a week or two afterwards, his wife stealthily eonvey- 
ing to him the means of existence; he ultimately suceceded in 
escaping altogether from the county, since which time he has never 
been seen or heard of by any one. 


PROBATE COURT. 


The first term of the Probate Court was held in Taylorville, 
December 2d, 1839; Thomas W. Davis, elected at the first election 
in April, 1839, presidcd as judge. Jlis court was held in the days 
when simplicity and economy prevailed. No sheriff was in attend- 
anee to auswer his commands ; no clerk to note his mandates ; and 
even his fire. if it needed attention, he had only to descend from 
the judicial tribunal and replenish it with wood. 

The first business presented for the court’s consideration was the 
estate of Aarou Melenzic, deceased, late of towuship 13—1 cast.* 
He died November 3d, 1839, Samuel McKenzie, his brother, was 
appointed administrator. The deceased, it will be remembered, 
was one of the active participants in the formation of the county, 
but did not live long to enjoy his new civil relation. Judge Davis’ 
term of office extended over a period of four years, during which 
time twelve eases came before him for probate adjustment. This 
does not exhibit a very great degree of mortality for the new coun- 
ty. Judge Davis’ residence was in the northern part of the county. 
William 8. Frink was elected as his successor in August, 1843, and 
held the office for a term of four years. The terms of his court 
were held on the first Monday of cach month, at which time the 
“Sage of Allenton” could be seen entering the town with a basket 
on his arm containing the archives of the Probate office. The 
judge received no per diem allowance fur his time while on the 
bench. The small salary received was from fees for recording and 
filing papers, amounting to ahout $250 per annum,—and this mostly 
chargeable to the estates. The avenues to the county treasury were 
closed to the recipients of this offiec, and remained so until after 
the adoption of the state constitution of 1848; then a more expen- 
sive system was eptcred upon, and the tax-payers were called upon 


*Now a part of Prairieton township. 


to support it from the county treasury, the fees of the former sys- 
tem being diverted from the pocket of the judge to that of the 
county clerk. There was a per diem allowed to the judge, clerk, 
and sheriff. As a further evidence of the parsimonious spirit prac- 
ticed in those early days, Calyin Goudy, who was elected probate 
justice in 1847, not liking the “basket arrangement” for keeping 
the papers of the office, proeured a pine box and had it con- 
verted into a desk, with pigeon holes and shutters, costing some six 
dollars. It was with extreme difficulty that the county court were 
indueed to grant an order to pay for the same. It is still in the 
court-house, and serves as a souvenir of the economy practiced at 
that day. (The succeeding judges are given in the list of county 
offiecrs on another page. ) 


COUNTY BUILDINGS: 
THE FIRST COURT 110USE, 

At the June term of the Commissioners’ Court, in 1839, it was 
already found necessary for the proper transaction of official busi- 
ness, that some suitable building be erected, as the rooms then rented 
for the purpose were very inconyenient. The court, therefore, 
ordered a court-house to be erected. The contract ta be made with 
the lowest bidder. The contractor being required to give bonds, with 
satisfactory security that the structure and workmanship should be 
faithfully executed. The only apparent stipulation made at this 
time, with regard to details, was that the building should be thirty- 
six feet long by thirty-two feet wide, and twenty-one feet high; 
subsequently a contract was made with Messrs. Elgan and East- 
ham, which read as follows: 

“We, the undersigned, Jesse Elgan, of Dane county, and Mar- 
velous Eastham of Sangamon county, both of the State of Illinois, 
doth agree with the county court of Dane county, and_ the succes- 
sors in office of said county,to build a court-house of such materials 
according to draft laid in, and in a workmaulike manner herein 
described.” 

“The sills to be eight by ten inches square, the posts to be ten 
inches square; all the frame to be of good sound white oak lum- 
ber, the weather-boarding to be of walnut timber, and dressed 
with solid cornice or eave trough, according to draft laid in, with a 
shingle rovof, with windows and doors aceording to draft; with 
Venetian blinds, also doors according to draft, with panel shutters. 
With plank partition running through said house, according to 
draft laid in. The body of the house to have two coats of white 
paint; the doors and windows to be painted green. The doors and 
windows to be hung in good workmanlike manner, with locks for 
the doors, and bolts for the windows, to be moulded on the inside. 
The lower floor to be Jaid rough, with a square joint. The upper 
floor to be tongued and grooved. The house to be ceiled inside 
throughout, of good material. House to sit on twelve pillars of 
stone, to be let in the ground eighteen inches, and raised above the 
ground 18 inehes, The second floor to be supported from the 
lower floor by turned columns, aceording to draft. We bind our- 
selyes to build said house for tweuty-three hundred and fifty dol- 
lars, by the said commissioncrs paying said undertakers one thou- 
sand dollars by the 10th day of September next, and one-half of 
the rest when the house is half finished, and the halanee when the 
house is completed. We jointly undertake this house aid agree 
to complete the building in sixteen months; as there is a great deal 
of thick lumber to he seasoned, we think it can't be done in a 
shorter time. Given under our hands and seals August 12th, 


TS SOe? 
JESSE ELGAN. (ean) 
ies aS 


MARVELOvs ExstHam 
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In September of the same year the contractors gave bond for 
three thousand dollars to build and ereet a court-house on the 
public square, at Taylorville, according to the foregoing plans and 
specifications, 

The first installment due the contractors was paid in promissory 
notes, collected at the order of court, by the treasurer, from the 
proprietors of the town of Taylorville. In Sepicmber of the 
following year (1840) the conrt-house building was completed and 
received by the County Commissioners, and certified to be in accord- 
ance with the wording of the contract; the funds in the treasury, 
however, would not permit ofa full settlement with the contractors ; 
the court therclore ordered that Jesse Elgan be allowed twelve per 
cent. interest upon thirteen hundred and twenty dollars from date 
until paid. 

At the March term of court, 1841, “It was this day ordered by 
the court that Wm. 8. Ricks and Jesse Elgan be and they are here- 
hy appointed commissioners or agents, on behalf of Chri-tian coun- 
ty, to inquire and ascertain on what terms a Joan of a sum of money 
cau be negotiated sutheient to liquidate the debt of this eounty, in- 
curred for the building of a new court-house in said county, and 
report the result of their inquiries in the premises to this court on 
the first Monday in April.” Upon the first Monday in April the 
two commissioners so appointed appeared before the commissioners’ 
court and stated, in answer to the question, “that they had not yet 
ascertained that a loan of money, in favor of the county, could be 
negotiated upon any terms, whereupon they were dismissed from 
further inquiries upon the subject.” 


TUE PRESENT COURT. 

At the January term of court, 1554, the letting of a contract for 
the erection of a new court-house building was taken into econsidera- 
tion, and on the 3d of February of the same year the county made 
an agreement with James Overholt and David F. Squicr to build 
upon the site of the old builling in the centre of the public 
square, at Taylorville. The new structure was to be built of brick, 
and cost fifteen thousand dollars, and to be completed and delivered 
tothe county by the lst day of December, 1855, Specifications were 
drawn, duly signed and bonds given by the contractors for car- 
rying out the work in a proper manner. 

In the meantime the old building was advertised for sale by no- 
tices placed in fuur of the most public places in the county, and 
was sold by public auction upon the 24th of June, 1854, IT. M. 
Vandeveer becoming the purchascr for the sum of $276, the said 
sale being approved by the court. 

The original agreement for the new Iwuilding, however, fell 
through; it was found that the contractors were not carry- 
ing out the work in accordance with the specifications; they 
were prevented from proceeding with it, and brought action 
against the county for amount expended and damages. The case 
was tried at Decatur, Macon County, and decided in favor of the 
contractors. It was at once appealed to the Supreme Cvuurt of the 
state, who sustatned the verdict of the lower court, 

On the 18th January, 1856, the County entered into a second 
contract for the completion of the building, this time with J. Den- 
nisand John C. Beam, of Springfield, Dlinois, who undertook to 
complete the work by the Ist of December, 1856, for the sum of 
thirteen thousand, five hundred and twenty-six dollars. The pre- 
sent substantial cdifice is the result. 


THE FIRST JAIL. 
The first jail erected in Taylorville was a log building, con- 
structed hy James C. Morrison, and located about one block south- 
east of the Public Square; it took a little over four months in its 


construction. The following is a deseription of the building, taken 
from a record of the proceedings of the Commiszioners’ Court at 
that time: 

alpril dth, 1846. © Ordered that a contract be made on Monday 
the first day of June next, to erect a jail in this County, and the 
Clerk of the Court is hereby required to advertise in the State 
Register on the following plans, to wit : 

Sealed proposals will be received addressed to the Clerk of the 
County Commissioners’ Court, of Christian County (postage paid), 
until 12 @elock noon, on Monday, the first day of June next. to 
erect a Jail] on the foliowing plan, to wit: 

The house to be twenty feet long and sixteen feet wide, two 
stories high, with two rooms on the first floor and one on the 
second, to be seven feet high each; the lower wall to be made of 
hewn timbers ten inches thick, and the walls to be built cight 
inches apart, and the spaces between the walls to be filled with 
timber eight inches thick, set on end loosely, to be placed on a wall 
of stone eighteen inches high and thirty inches wide, the wall to be 
let in the ground ene foot; the second story to be two walls of 
hewn timber, each ten inches thick and closely laid; the floors on 
the first story to be laid with timbers ten inches thick, and on the 
second story with timbers eight inches thick, and on the timbers, 
plank one inch thick, jointed and well laid down, and over the, 
second story timbers eight inches thick, closcly placed together, 
with a substantial roof, the timbers to be firm, white or burr-cak. 
There shall be two doors to the lower story and one to the secoud. 
The shutters will be made of inch plank, three double, and lined 
with shect iron, strongly riveted on the inside, and filled with nails 
half an inch apart on the ontside, to be hung on strong iron hinges, 
one window in each room on the first floor, twelve by eighteen 
inches in size, with grates made of iron bars one inch square, and 
placed one inch apart in a strong frame, strongly confined to 
the timbers, with iron bolts. There will be two windows iu the 
second story twenty-four by thirty-six inches in size, with grates 
made of iron bars, one inch square, placed four inches apart in a 
strong iron frame, and strongly confined to the timbers with tron 
bolts. The partition walls will be hewn timbers ten inches thick, 
and extend through the middle wall.” 

Subsequently Daniel Miller was instructed to ascertain what 
kind of locks were used in the jails of the adjoining counties, and 
authorized to contract for the same, and properly affix them to the 
jail building. A platform was afterwards added to the door in the 
upper story, with steps leading to it. 


TALEO 2s 
The present County Jail is a substantial two-story brick building, 
and situated a short distance west of the public square, Taylorville. 
In June, 1870, the County, through its officers, made a contract 
with Messrs. Dennis & Beam, the builders of the present Court- 
house, for a sum of five thousand three hundred and sixty dollars, 
to erect the building, specifications for the same being duly drawn 
and approved. The jail contains ten cells, each of which will 
comfortably hold two prisoners, and the hallway, which is seven 
feet wide, could be made to accommodate as many more in a case 
of necessity. There is altogether ample room for forty or fifty pris- 
oners. 
POOR FARM. 


Until the vear 1870 the poor of the County were housed and fed 
by unofficial authorities, who were reimbursed by order of the 
County Court or Board of Supervisors, from the public treasury. 
Ata meeting of the Board of Supervisors held at the Court house 
in December, 1869, they appointed a committee consisting of James 


TET ORY OR CHRISTIAN COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 


Wf. Hill, John W. Hunter and M. P. Simpson, for the purpose of 
haying a draft drawn for the poor-house, to be submitted to the 
Board at their next mecting. Fn the meantime they were instructed 
to rent a house if practieable, and hire a man to take charge of the 
same, for the relief of paupers. 


Ata special session of the Board held in June, 1870, the com- 
mittee appointed reported that “in February last and on the day 
appointed received and opened § bids, the highest bid $4,545, the 
lowest $5,554, which was awarded to one Levi LIall, on his giving 
bond aud seeurity to complete said building by the 15th June, 
1870, which he has failed to do.” 


Tn the meantime, January Ist, 1870, the County had purchased 
160 acres of land for a poor farm at a cost of $6400, situated in 
the north-west quarter of section 5, township 11, range 1, west, 
(Rosemond township), and at the above special term, June, 1879, 
“On motion the Chair appointed Messrs. Birce, Porter and Morri- 
son 4 committee to confer with Levi Hall in regard to building 
poor-house, who reported as follows: 


“We, your special Committee, to whom was referred the matter in 
relation to the econtraet with Levi Efall for ihe building of a farm- 
house on the Poor Farm, would respeetfully report that the con- 
tractor through wilful neglect or by au inaccurate ignorance of the 
eondition of his undertaking, and an unwarranted expeetation of a 
pre-issue of bonds to enable him to perform the same, has failed to 
eomply with the conditions of his bond, and has thereby forfeited 
the same.” The committee however recommended the Board to 
permit Levi Hall to finish the bnilding upon his entering into a 
bond to do so within sixty days, with the former sureties. 


In September, 1870, the committee made the following report: 
“ That we have received the building of the Poor Farm and scttled 
with the contractor, Mr. fall, and had the bonds issued to him for 
the same, also, that the house is ready for the County poor.” Sub- 
sequently a substantial barn has been added at a cost of 8900, and 
in 1871 an addition for the refractory inmates of the house, costing 
$536. The Poor-hause is a large two story frame building, aud its 
present able Superintendent or Warden, as he is called, sueceeds in 
making a profit out of the farm, for the County, beyond the eost 
of keeping its unfortunate occupants. There have been three differ- 
ent superintendents sinee the ereetion of the poor-house. The first 
to whom the contract was given was Thomas P. Wilkius, in 1870 
who received $8900 per year. The amount received by Mr. Murray 
for the same in 1874 was $650, Mr, Wilson received the contract 
in 1877. The house will eonveniently shelter forty or fifty inmates. 

The growth of the eounty in wealth can in no way be so elear’y 
exhibited as by giving the assessment rolls at different periods, 
We select three, which are here appended, viz. those of 1847, 1856, 
and 1879. 


TAXES in 1847. 


In 1847 the total amount of taxes paid in the eounty was as 
follows : 


. $4,847 48 
400 98 


Total value of Land. ... . 
e “Personal! Property. @ 9. . . 


Land and Personal Property. . . 0... . 5,253 41 


MiCieStitewliceires se ae oy je L943 76 
County lax es 2 S109 OT 1838 69 


Dviloledverene ms ws bo G a « « em « $3,782 45 


“ 
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ASSESSMENT OF CRISTIAN COUNTY—IS56—SnNOWING TOTALS. 


Horses ...... 
Neat Cattle. 
Mules and Asses 
Sheep. 
Tlogs 


Clocks and Watches.. 
Goods and Merchandis' 
Manufactured Articles. 
DONE VSAM Cred tA se.c0acviccsscecasseosceceasciccossaseoe 
Bonds, Stocks, &¢., Terre Haute & Alton R. R 

Unenumerated Praperty 


MEER ONO, seentascacsatsceeshviversivessicgoteteoeee 
MEE Mb Olesouevepscesecere deren. cecceeeesycae/eerere 


Town Lots 
‘Total value of Lands and Town Lot 


Total value of Real and Personal Property... cesses 
State Tax at 47 cts. on the $100.. +. $9623. 03 
State Tax for Schools—20 ets. on the #100. 4,ou4 91 

Matalistate (laNrcccerssestscccse oe 
County Pac sets con lie tS VON cageverscoses tecavssvresssocvetssstnevsusssves 

Tutal Tax, Leviediccecvcccsesveccosssscivesdegecsdoevacey etestsiovchadscores 


$17,849 53 
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TAXES ASSESSED FOR TIIE YEAR 18 
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* $25,009 45 $20,355 53) 
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$5,139 34' 945,020 93. $10,924 63% 
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VALUE, 
$148,773 
104,242 
20,720 
8,605 
34,069 


$407.60 
27,992 


$570,073 


$107,475 


S4047,453 


$13,717 ot 
4,189 81 
$21,907 75 
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I, Citances Wintmer, Clerk of the County Court 
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TOTAL VALUE OF PERSONAL PROPERTY—1879, 


Assumption. Wig si ce 
Mosquito . Resemond 
Prairieton. Greenwur 


May 
Me Anbar 
Bueckbart 
Johnson .. 


South Fork. 
Stonington.. 
WiGhisiiccecmesncsenaen 


71,360 


$37,763 Pana $271,696 
46,059 Locust 43 803 
o$t77 ‘Taylorville 205,413 
4is Bear Creel buat 


HOUT 
1 8 G2 
4,303 


» SL 445,926 


ToTAaL.. 


AGRICULTV RAL STATISTICS FOR CHRISTIAN COUNTY FOR THE YEAR 1874), 


FPARM PRODUCTS, 


Acnes 187% Bus, 1800. 


COP. ci. 


137,207 18, 4,976,128 


Winter Wheat. 
Spring Wheat. 
Oats * 
Apple Orchard . 
Peach Orel 
Pear Urchard... 


NO GALLS. 
Vineyards... ..4.... saenenags arty 480 

Meadow. NO, TONS 

Timothy Meadow... 2s 04h 35,2401, 
Clover Meadow a... oT) eG 
Prairie Meadow... . 4x3!5 0 1,170 
Hungarian & Millet... 35 56 

NO, BUSNELS, 

Rye 4,282 BHT 
Barley veel 2,524 
Buckwheat . BAYES Bye 
Beans . Wy, 107 
Peas . ake 240 
Irixh Potatoes T45 C444 


Sweet Pota'oe 123; Theis 


Ete, 
Field Products, 


Acres IST. No. PUENDS. 


Tobaceo. ol 3,170 
Broom Corn 18 WysTu 
Flax (fibr 6241 38,900 


Nu. GALES, 


Sorgo... 20,17 
g F 


VALUs OF 


LIVE STOCK, Ete. 


Sheep. 
QUANT.TY OR VALE. 
arr) a7 


No. Sheep killed hy dogs... 


Total Val, Sheep killed by ane HiT 
Number Pounds Wool Shorn 34,201 
Number Fat Sheep Sold 936 

Total Gross Weight Fat Sheep 

NUldicgcmcemanenrecttawience NU; taD: 
Dairy. 

Cows—Number Kept. eet 

Pounds Butter Soli. » 116485 

Pounds Clieese Sold 2,335 


Gallons Milk Sold... 2u,900 
Cattle. 

Number Fat Cattle Sold .. 

Total Gross Weight 

peli k@ lFicncesarcs 


es HOt 
t Cattle 
8,238,326 


CRUTS. 
Turnips other Root Crops 474, $3,144 
(ther Fruits and Berries dy 1,05 
Uther Crops not nained 
LIONS Saugeseees eats isee 262 
Pasture... 
Weodland 
Uncultivated Land 
Area City and an n 
Real Estate (not in- 
chided aboye jn... 33 
Do, do. not as 
tained . 78 
Total No. of Acres in Cu. 
under cultivation... 355,840 ¢ 
Hogs. 
Quantity oa VALUF. 
Number Fat Hogs Sold cscs 34,928 
Total Gross Weight Fat Ilugs 
Sold.. orecre Te Geaigat 
Number uae rath Pigs died of 
Cholera ri 93,564 
Total Gross Weight of Swine 
died of Cholera:.s,.is..:.. eet 1,652,20% 
Crops, Eic. 
Number Bushels Timothy Seed 
Prodnee diss carc: 2,044 
Number — Bushiels 
Progicediceccn 87il 
Number Pounds Grapes 
Gucedisvowarienernene  LOGID 


GRAND SUMMARY OF PERSONAL PROPERTY —IN79. 


IfEMS. Nemurr. Av. Tovar, Ass, Varve, 

Horses of all age 1140 P2407 S2h4,782 
Cattle ot all ages 22,750 wat 245,324 
Mules and Asses of all age 2,808 20.4 nd. 008 
Shecp of all ages 7 RA3 1.19 
Hogs of all ages 40,744 149 
Steam Engines, including Boilers . a 326.10 
Fire or Burglar Proof Sates .....0 as vd 63.40 
Billinrd, Pigeon Hole, Bagatelle, or other similar 

Tables aehnsetiivedetecs 46 33 41,47 T3765 
Carriages and Wagons of whatever kind 4,204 M440 6144 
Watches and Clocks Bs. 2.05 1,105 
Sewing and Knitting M 2h 9.37 19,8n2 
Piano Fortes ..... 1 yer slz0 
Melodeons and Organ Ban QT 7,805 
Patent Rights... anes 2 HY 
Merchandise on hand fone Coe OSE 
Material and Manufactured ee Tes ON TANIA ..sessessceseseeeoeee eee ehiett 
Manutacturers’ Tools, Iniplement. and Macbinery (other than Eng 

and Boilers whieh are to be listed as such) 7.806 
Agricultural Tools, Implements and Machinery 62,36 
Gold and Silver Plate and Plated W Bab 
Diamonds and Jewelry 37 
Moneys of Bank, Banker, Broker or Stock Jobber $5,177 
Credits of Bank, Banker, Broker or Stock Jobber. 15,100 
Moneys of other than Bank, Bunker, Broker or Stock Jobber. 148,925 
(Credits of other than Bank, Banker, Broker or Stock Jobber 5,54 
Bonds and Stock ccccccssoneeees ecsccestinan 350 
Property of Conmpanies and nericens iter rien hereinbefore enu- 

meruted . Biaeaadtcceeenraeaeabanistdlecrcecres-<teccatecee(csapiterlaneinanezen senacersene 30 


HELONG 


COUNTY, 1LLLN0735. 


Property of Saloons and Eating Honscs 430. 
Household or Otfiee Furniture and Property 102,012 
Investments in Real Estate and Improvements thereon (see sec. 10) 6,740 
AH other personal property required to be Usted scceee cosets eteteeneneeee 39,802 

Total value of Personal Property.. . $1,445,926 


LANDS. Ay. Vaue Ass. VALUE, 


No. Acres. 3 

Tmproved Lands.. Bur, Ud ae $l4o1 $5,548,116 
Unimproved Lands SL SST 78, 6.88 325,159 
Total Value of Lands... CONTRO Ca ETO STE OAT COE eaveteceaneiaseis tad Cent) $5,873,275 
TOWN AND CITY Luts. No. Lora. Av. Vatrs. Ass. VALUE. 
Improved Town and City Lots 33 g25z.6t $910,182 
Unimproved Town and City Lot 2,519 25.74 G4 847 
Total, ValWe-of Tiomiian Git y Seatac, ccc.ccascscaccessseesvesoe:s cseresvesiscanteecets 2975,029 
PROPERTY BELUNGING TO RAILROADS. ASRESSED VALUE. 
Lands other than “ Raihoad Track"... Griesiits Rewbasevisala) eeereatesssertesed $40,325 
Lots other than “ Railroad Travk "Lecce 3,36 
Personal Property other than “ Rolling Stoc 15,132 
Total Value of all Property sa: AsSesSeu ccc isecosssvteveee sassscanesnscsovstsnters 53,953 


$8,353,183 _ 
THE 


Grn Utn awa weisestesneenecres es 


FINANCIAL AFFAIRS OF TIlE COUNTY ON 

25TH OF MARCH, 1880. 
INDELTEDNESsS, 

Orders outstanding, including amonnt in Treasurer's hands not canceled, 

July certiticates and foreign witness certificates not canceled, 

Coupons due and not paid-ceesesee cere 


A STATEMENT OF TIE 


$5,670 47 
1,257 6v 
40 00 


$8,328 07 
20,000 OO 
U0, 000 00 


Total floating debt, 
County bonds in aid ut P.& RR ‘ 
County bonds in aid of Db. & E.St. ROR. 


Total indebtedness..... PET SEO OF 


Cash on hand to pay conpons........ $4110,000 
Cash in Treasury Cees 720 08 
County revenue now being esieeeent 20,355 53 


210 Ov 
65) 00 


Eighty acres of land in the county—probable value... sce 
Two hundred acres of land in Fayette county, probable value.. 


. $27,325 61 


Tutal assets... 


A LIST OF PERSONS WUO HAVE REPRESENTED THE COUNTY OF CHRISTIAN 
(AND OTHER COUNTLESS DISTRICTED THEREWITH) SINCE ITS ORGANIZA- 
TION 1N 18380 TO THE PRESENT TIME IN THE MOUSE OF REPRESENTA- 
TIVES UF TUE STATE OF 1LLINOIs.* 


Names. Date. COUNTIES. Names. Date. Counties. 
Martin White........ 1840 & 181 Loyanand E, M. Gilmore...... 1869 Montgomery 
(Christian, & Christian, 

H M. Christian...... 1842 & 1843) Christian. | Wm. B. Hindley... 1871 oe 
Wm S. Ricks... [84h & 145 hs Thos. Findley... ‘ 1s7L us 
Dorice [. Shumway 1847 a James M-. Berry...... 1siL Re 
Edward Evey ...-.0 Shelby and James M Truitt... a 
Anthovy Thornton. Christian. © Hiram P. Shoniway ee 
Samuel W. Miulton aa Elias J.C. Alexander cS 
Henry Richmond... 1855 Montgomery a 

& Christian. te 
Henry Richmond ... 15 oe John S. Hagler..... + ne 
Calvin Gondy 1357 oy Wm. E, Morrison... ag 
James M. Davis 1859 ee David H. Zepp. sae 
H. M. Vandeveer 1st be: Philip Burrell . a 
Gnstavnos F. Coffin. 1x13 Le Wm. Y. Crosthwait.. e 
Elisha E Barrett... 1si5 af John B. Jones tt 
Julin B, Ricks... ....5 18n7 Bs George L. Zink Gi) 

A LIST OF SENATORS, 
Names. Dare. CountiEs, 
Edward D, Baker... 1840 & 1841 Sangamon, Menard, Logan and Christian. 
Edward D. Buker.., 1842 & 2843 Same. 
B. Jchnson... . 1844 €1815  Mongomery, Christian and Bond. 
Oliver Guitdy 1847 Sume. 
Hiram Rounitree.. 1s49 Christian, Shelby, Montgomery, Fayette and Bond. 
Jacob D. Lansing... sal Same. 
Gabriel R, Jernigan 1843 Same. 
Gabriel R. Jernigan Same. 
Joel S. Post... cesses Chanipaign, De Witt, Piatt, Christian, MeLean and 
Shelby. 

JON S) PART ere nis Tsiy Sane, 
Rede neice s ae Isl Sume. 
Tie ME Wantleveer.:. Tan Macoupin, Selby and Christiin. 
A.M Vandeveer... Is85 Sume. 
Jobn M. Woudson. shy Same. 
Jobn M. Woodson. Taby Same. 
Charles Voris 1s7t Macoupin, Shelby and Christian. 
Wm. B. Hundley... 1873 Montgomery and Christian. 
Win. B. Hundley... STS Same, 
Elizur Seuthworth 1877 Same. 
Elizur Southworth 1879 Same, 


* For this list of Representatives and Senators we are indebted to Co!. George H. 
Harlow, Secretary of State. 


WESTORY OF “CHRISTIAN 


COUNTY COMMISSIONERS. 

Gavin Ralston, Peter Porter, Thos. P. Chapman, 1839; Peter 
Porter, Aquilla Council, T. P. Chapman, 1540; Overton Willian, 
A. Council, E.S. Young, 1841; Overton Williams, A. Council, 
E.S. Young, 1542; Jesse Elgan, O. Williams, E. 8. Young, 1843; 
Jesse Elgan, George Dickson, J. IL. Bilyean, 1844; George Dick- 
son, Jesse Elgan, Peter It. Ketcham, 1845; George Dickson, Jesse 
Elgan. Peter R. Ketcham, 1846; Win. A. Goodrich, Jesse Elgan, 
P. R. Ketcham, 1547; Jesse Elgan, Wm. 8. Peabody, Wm. A. 
Goodrieh, 1848, 

COUNTY RECORDERS. 

Tloratio M. Vandeveer, elected in 1839; Benjamin Yates, ap- 
pointed (pro tem.) in 1842; Thomas Dougherty, clected 1843 and 
served nnti] 1848, at which time the law directed the Circuit Clerk 
a» 9 assume the duties of Recorder. 


CLERKS OF CIRCUIT COURT. 


IIloratio M. Vandeveer, appointed in 18539 and resigned in 1842; 
David C. Goodan, appointed (pro fem.) in 1842; Moratio M. Van- 
deveer, re-elected in 1845 and served until 1548; WLS. Moore, 
eleeted in 1848 and served until 1852; W.S. Moore, re-lected in 
1856, again elected in 186) and re-elected in 1864; John B. Ricks, 
eleeted in 1868 and re-eleeted in 1872; Josiah A. ITill, elected in 
1876, and is the present Incumbent. 

CLERKS OF COUNTY COURT. 

Ezekiel Young, appointed in 1339, served until 1843; Philip C. 
Ferguson, elected in 1843; Danicl Miller, elected in 1847 (diced in 
office); Thomas P. Lond, appointed ( pro tem.) 1548, and served by 
re-election in 1849 until 1855; John unter, elected in 1853 and 
served until 1856, (died in office); W. iA. Goodrich, appointed 
(pro tem.) in 1856, elected in 1857, re-elected in 1861, was again 
elected in 1863 and re-elected in 1859; Wan. T. Kirkwood, elected 
in 1873; Chas. Whitmer, elected in 1877, and is the present iu- 
cumbent. 

SHERIFFS OF THE COUNTY. 
William 8. Ricks was appointed in 1859, and was elected in 
1840; Amos Richardson, elected in 1842; Henry Hardin, elected 
in 1844; Gabriel R. Ae elected in 1846; Win. L. Hammer, 
elected in i848; Wm. A. Goodrich, elected in 1850; Win. E. 
Brents, eleeted itn i Win. A. Goodrich, elected in 1854; John 
C. Goode, elected in 1856; James Christian, elected in 1857; 
Leander S. Clark, elected in 1858; James Christian, elected in 
1860; C. A. Manners, eleeted in 1862; John B. Ricks, elected in 
1864; John White, eleeted in 1865; Josiah A. ITill, elected in 
1868; Ifenry Johnson, elected in 1870; J 8. Mereer, elected in 
1873; Josiah A. Hill, elected in 1874; Thos. G, May, elected in 
W876; A. L. Clark, elected in 187s, (died February 1st, 1880); 
W. C. [aines, the present incumbent, was appointed by the Board 
of Supervisors, Feb. 7th, 1580, to fill the vacancy caused hy the 
death of Mr. Clark. 
PROBATE JUDGES. 
Thomas W. Davis, elected in 1839; Wm. S. Frink, clected in 
1843; Calvin Goudy, elceted in 1547, and re sent: in 1549. 
COUNTY JUDGES. 
1810-58, HLM Vandeveor (ee 
cee eae (Gals Jernigan, 
{ John 8. Foster. 


Associates 


1853, I]. AM. Vandeveer. 


A isccnes j John Barns, 

mae Se (i eC lark: 

Assan Aa Cliks 
oe) SME Pe Goodrich. 


1854, H. M. Vandeveer. 


1855-57, H. M. Vandeveer. 
i) 


OOUNTY, JLLIN OTN. bo 


(Wm. Sharp, 
alyeociates 4 ( John H. Dawdy. 


Ce ( T. B. Anderson, 
ie { John White. 
{ David Ienshire 
(John White. 


1857-61, D. D. Shumway. 


1861-'65, Leander L. Clark. 


1865-69, Andrew Simpson.’ alssocintes 


1869, William §. Moore. 
1877, Alexander McCaskill, present incumbent. 


MASTERS IN CIIANCERY. 

J. M. Vandeveer, 1850; J. R. Garin, 1850; Ben. Mason, 1853, 
and 1854; D. D. Shumway, 1857, who served until his death, 
May 9th, 1870; and at the special term of Court in May, the busi- 
ess Was given to special commissioners, and between that time and 
the November term 1870, when John B. Jones was appointed; he 
served until Dee. Sit, IST8, and on the Ist of January, 1879, John 
G. Drennan was appointcd, and is the prescnt incumbent. 

CORONERS. 

Benjamin Williams, appointed in 1859; Jacob Lovely, elected 
in 1840; Daniel Robb, elected in 1842; Green B. Ketcham, 
elected in 1844; J. Ketcham, elected in 1846; J. M.D. Langley, 
elected in 1848; James Ridgway, cleeted in 1850; BR. E. White, 
elected in 1552; E. T. Lee, elected in 1854; Jesse Murphy, clected 
in 1856; Moses H. Brents, clected in 1858; Joseph Fellers, elected 
in 1860; D.C. Blount, elected in 1862 and served until 1872; 
J. W. Lamb, elected in 1872 and re-elected in 1874; G.W. Long, 
elected in 1876 and re-elected in 1878. 


SCIIOOL SUPERINTENDENTS, 

Horatio M. Vandeveer, appointed in 1839 and served until 1841 ; 
John W. Wheat, elected in 1541; Thomas 8. Leachman, elected 
in 1845; Daniel Miller, elected in 1845; James C. Morrison, 
elected in 1847, and served until 1855; Richard Sparks, elected in 
1855; Isaac Hanon, Jr., elected in 1854; 8,8. Cisna, elected in 
1857, and served until 1865; J. A. Ryan, elected in 1863; A. 
McCaskill, eleeted in 1865, and re-elected in 1869; I. W. Orr, 
elected in 1875, re-elected in 1877, and present incumbent. 

COUNTY TREASURERS. 

Gabriel Ti. Jernigan, appointed in 1859 and elected in 1840; 
Jesse Murphy, elected in 1845 and re-elected in 1847; J. Tichard- 
son, elected in 1849; Sanford Petty, elected in 1851, and served 
until 1861; Jones Suttle, elected in 1561, re-elected in 1863 and 
1865; Morgan Goode. dlected in 1867, (died in office); Thos. P 
Bond, appointed In 1868, and cleeted in 1869; Samuel P. Mooney, 
elected in 1871; Amos A. Rhodes, elected in 1873, and served 
until 1879; Wd. Jordan, elected in 1879, the present treasnrer. 

COUNTY SURVEYORS. 

John E. Stockton, clected in 1839 and served until September, 
1842; Win. uA. Goodrich, clected in 1845, re-elected in 1847; M. 
P. Goodrich, elected in 1849; Chas. A. Manners, elected in 15851, 
re-elected in 1553; A. Simpson, elected in 1855; Henry D. Hall, 
elected in 1857, re-clected in 1859; James A. Ryan, cleeted in 1861, 
II. F. Davidson, elected in 1865; A. MeNeal, elected in 1865; 
Wn. T. Shaw, elected in 1867; Richard M. Powel, cleeted in 1869, 
and is the present incumbent. 

COUNTY GOVERNMENTS. 

Since the organization of this county as many as three different 
courts for the transaction of the county's business have existed. 
First—The County Commissoners’ Court, of three members, for ten 
years, Second,—The County Court, eompriscd of a County Judge 
and two Associate Justices, for seventeen years. Third.—The 
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Board of Supervisors, as at present constituted, The latter is under 
the form of 
TOWNSILL ORGANIZATION. 


Before its final adeption it was submitted to the electors of the 
eaunty, on no less than three different oceasions, — The first was at 
the November election in 1850. The vate then stood for township 
organization 789; against it TS7,—a majority of two In faver of the 
measure, but still it was defeated, for the law required a majority, 
taking the highest vote cast as a criterion. The highest vote enst 
previously was tor Congressman, [716—the total vote on township 
organization was [576. 
interpretation of the law by a majority of 69 votes, 

The second effort was made at the election held November 4, 1862, 
The vote stood 735 for it, and 1201 against it—majority against 
46S. 

At the third eflort made November 7, 1805, it carried. 


So the measure was defeated by the strict 


There 
was a decided majority favorable to township organization. At 
the December term of the county-court following :—A, G. Neal, of 
Pana, Dial Davis, of Mt. Auburn, and J. Hamilton Viudeveer, of 
Taylorville, were appointed commissioners to divide the county into 
They reported March Ist, 1866, to the court 
“That they had pertormed the duty by dividing the connty into 


suitable townsliy 


seventeen districts, named as fallows :-—Mosquito, Mt. Auburn, 
Buckhart, Stonington, Prairicton, Assumption, May, Taylorville, 
South Fork, Bear Creek, Johnson, Locust, Pana, Rosemond, 
Greenwood, Licks and King. The old county-court—Andrew 
Simpson, county Judge, with Jolin White and David) Henshic, 
Associate Justiees—held its last meeting on the 10th of Mareh, 
1866; after ordoring an election tor one Supervisor from cach of 
aaid townships as formed. The old court then adjourned. 
SUPERVISORS COURT. 

The first special meeting of the newly clected Board of Supervi- 
sors was held at the court-house, May Ist, 1866. The names of the 
members cleet were as follows — Tuyloreidle— William W. Ander- 
sons Joknson—Tavner Anderson; Bear Creek—dames I]. Hill; 
Rie James Ti. Cisna; Aing—William Ss. Potts; Suwth Fork— 
Gavin Ralston; Buckhert—John Sharp; Me aduen—John M. 
Hill; Mosqreitv—ldames Davidson,  Prufricton—W, M. Paton; 
Stonington—Asa Bowman; May—Joln S. Fraley ; Locust—B. C. 
Mit ——Wie 1k. Mex thlos 
Posemond—James 1. Simpson; Grecainovd—Ceorge W. Taylor. 
William W. Anderson was elected Chairman of the Board. 

The supervisors are chosen aimtually on the first Tuesday in April. 
The system seems well adapted to the wants of the people. It 
ecrtainly has one merit of more equally representing the different 
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interests of the county, It is in the nature of a small legislative 


body, deriving its power direct from the governed. 


CRA TT BIR ox. 
BENCH ANDY BAR. 


T the cireuit court lor the county of Dane, which con- 
yened at Taylorville, Monday, November 4th, L839, 
Samuel I. Treat, judge of the cighth judicial circuit, 


presided. 

There were present Horatio M. Vandeveer, clerk ; William 8, 
Ricks, Sheiit®; David B. Campbell, states attorney; and James C. 
Conkling, attorney at law. By an aet of the legislature, February 
21st, 1845, the counties of Sangamon, Tazewell, Woodford, MeLean, 
Livingston, De Witt, Piatt, Champaign, Vermilion, Edgar, Moul- 


(OU TANI ERNE TONCERS TG FOL ILIEN OVE. 


trie, Christian, Logan and Menard, were formed into the eighth 
judicial district. These counties formed the circuit until the act 
of February, 1847, which excluded Livingston ‘and Menard, and 
included Shelby and Macon counties. 

After Judge Treat was transferred to the Federal courts by Pre- 
sident James Ix. Polk, David Davis of Bloomington was elected to 
take his place. He opened court in Taylorville June 4th, 1849, 
Judge Davis remained on the circuit until 1853, By an aet of the 
legislature, passed February 3d, 1553, McLean county was taken 
out of the cirenit, und a new circuit formed for Judge Charles 
Emerson, The countics of Sangamon, Logan, McLean, Woodford, 
Tazewell, DeWitt, Champaign and Vermilion formed Judge Davis’ 
circuit, aul retaincd the name and number, as the eighth judicial 
district. Bond, Fayette, Montgomery, Christian, Shelby, Etfing- 
ham, Moultrie, Macon and Piatt countics formed Judge Emerson’s” 
circuit, and was known as the seventeenth judicial district. 

By an act of the legislature, February [2th, 1857, the counties 
that composed the circuit were changed again, The seventeenth cir- 
cuit included and was composed of Macon, Piatt, Payette, Effingham 
Shelby, Moultrie and Coles counties. By an act passed February 
Tith, 1857, the eighteenth judicial district was formed. It was com> 
posed of the courts of Sangamon, Macoupin, Montgomery and 
Christian. The seventeenth still remained Judge Emerson’s cir- 
cuit. E. Y. Rice, of Hillshero, became Judge of the éighteenth ju- 
dicial district. Tle presided until 1870, when he resigned to take 
his seat in congress, to which body he had been eleeted. JHon. 1, 
M. Vandevecr was appointed to fill the unexpired term of 
Judge Rice, which expired in 4873. At an election held that eat 
Judge IL, M. Vandeveer was elected to the offtee for the full term 
of six years. Vis term expired in June, 1879. General Jesse J, 
Phillips, of Hillsboro, was elected to succeed hime 

Our readers are familiar with the history of Jidge Treat. His 
name has been conuected with the jurisprudence of the State for 
nearly halfa century. = 

David Davis, ihe second Judge upon the circuit, has an enviable 
record and a national reputation. Raised to the high dignity of a 
Judge of the Supreme Court of the United States by his warm per- 
sonal friend, Abraham Lincoln, and at present a senator_in the 
halls of the first. legislative body in the world, and representing 
there thé great State of Mlinois, serve tu mark him as a professional 
jurist, and a wise and able statesman, 

Of Judge Charles Emerson, it may be said that he was a plain, 
unassuming inan, and a matter-of-fact lawyer. Tle had but little 
sentiment, and dealt very Jarvely in fhets; yet withal was kind 
and accommodating on the bench, particularly to the younger and 
inexperienced members of the bar. Very few of Judge Emerson’s 
decisions were reyersed by the higher courts. 

Judge Rice, was born in Kentucky. Tle read law in the office 
of Johu M. Palmer, of Carlinyille, and was admitted to the bar in 
1857. Tle svon developed iuto a sound lawyer, and made an ex- 
ecllent judge. 

Of Judge TT. M. Vandeveer, we shall have occasion to speak 
more extendedly further on in this chapter. 

Judge Phillips, the present ineumbent, is yet comparatively al 
young man, with little experience upon the bench, but so far has 
given evidenee of being eminently qualified for the position. Te 
brings to the bench studious habits, 2 well-trained and cdueated 
mind, a pleasing, gentlemanly address, and a strict regard for the 
rights amd fecling of others, which angurs well for his suceess and 
popularity in the future, 

In 1877 the legislature passed a law establishing appellate 
courts, enlarging the circuits, and providing for the election of 
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three judges for each cireuit. At the elcetion in June, 1879, W. 
R. Welch, of Carlinville, Charles 8. Zane, of Springfield, and J. J. 
Phillips, of Hillsboro, were elected. Under the arrangement made 
by these three judges for the division of the business the county of 
Christian has fallen to Judge Phillips. 


STATE AND PROSECUTING ATTORNEY, 


David B. Campbell, of Springfield, was the first public prosecutor 
of Christian county. He was an able lawyer, fearless in the 
discharge of his duty, and the brightest and ablest advocate, 
criminal lawyer and state's attorney the county ever had. His 
equal in his day was hardly found in the state, and his superior 
not in the north-west. He served from 1539 until 1852. After 
him came Elam Rust, who was elected in 1853 and served until 
1856. J. B. White from 1857 until 1864. C. M. Morrison from 
1865 until 1868, Horace Gwin, 1868 to 1871. A. MeCaskill, 
1872 to 1875, V. E. Foy, 1876 to 1880, and is the present in- 
cumbent. 

At the organization of the county, and for a numher of years 
afterward, the members of the Springfield, Shelbyville, Hillsboro 
and Decatur bars practiced here and supplied the legal talent. 

Owing to the smal] amount of litigation in cach county in those 
days, lawyers found it necessary and profitable to follow the judge 
around theSircuit, from one county-seat to another.. 

The array of legal talent that frequented the first courts of 
Christian county, has not been surpassed or hardly equalled in the 
state. “There were giants in those<lays.’ The rude walls of the 
court-house, of the pioneer days of Christian connty, resounded 
with forensic eloquence. In that legal array were men whose 
names have long since been written high on the roll of honor 
and fame. Prominent among the attorneys who practiced here 
was Abraham Eincoln, the martyr president. Among the older 
citizens of the county he is well remembered, more particularly tor 
his wonderful stories and ancedotes with which he regaled the 
crowdSof gaping listeners. Here also practiced Stephen A. Douglas, 
the “Kittle Giant” of the West. He was just then entering upon 
his brilliant career, which in after years made him one of the re- 
cognized intellectual giants of his age. Here, too, wagE. D. 
Baker, the silver-tongued orator © who commanded an Tifingis reci- 
ment in the Mexican war, afterwards senator from Orego 
life went out while at the head of his command, at the battle of 
‘Ball’s Bluff, in the late rebellion.” When he first ecommeneed the 
practice here he was a candidate for state senator. He was a 
good fawyer, but a better orator. The “gifts of the gods” were his 
to a wonderful degree. Then came stephen T.” Logan, one of the 
bright legal intellects of the state. He was styled the walking en- 
eyelopedia of legal knowledge and information. Around him 
were men whose minds were cast in massive moulds; men whose 

“beck and will the masses blindly followed, and whose names are 
conspicnons, and mark an epoch in American history. Yet they 

“were dwarfed to littleness, and were infants when measured by the 
full-grown mental manhood of Stephen T. Logan. None could 
grasp, like him, the subtle intricacies of the law, delye deeper into 
its mystic lore, or build up a stronger or more logical, firmer, and 
symmetrical argument than he. Jt was absolutely fanttless. The 
problems over which the ordinary legal mind would consume the 
“midnight oil” in their efforts to solve, to him were but mental 
recreation. His clear and comprehensive mind grasped all details, 
and made light as day that which to others was dark and obscure. 
Mr. Logan is still a resident of Springfield, Ilinois. 

Tfere also practiced Authony Thornton, of Shelbyville, which 
practice he still continues. Ile for a time graced the bench of the 


whose 


Supreme Court of IHinois. James C. Conkling, of Springfield, who 
was the first and only atterncy bere when the court of this county 
convened for the first time. B.s. Edwards was also a prominent 
and learned attorney. Then eame Joshun Lamburn, an able ora- 
tor and successful eriminal lawyer, Senator McDougal, of na- 
tional reputation. John T. Stuart, with his clegant manners and 
fine scholastic appearance. Je 


se B. Thomas, a polished and ex- 
tremely dignitied gentleman, but a good lawyer withal. Samuel &. 
Moulton, still an attendant upon the court, and at one time con- 
gressman for the state at larze. William F. May, of Madison 
county, afterward of Springtield. A. McWilliams, of Litehfield; 
Hiram Roundtree, of Hillsboro; William H. Herndon, of Spring- 
field, all practitioners of this bar, and all regarded as good, safe and 
reliable lawyers. And last, but by no means least, may be men- 
tioned the name of Richard J. Oglesby, renowned in war, in the 
state and nation asa gallant soldier, as governor of a great state, 
and United States senator from Illinois. The foregoing are some 
of the names of prominent men who came here and fought the legal 
hattles for this county. Will the county or bar of any other loval- 
ity in the state ever again see such a formidable array of prominent 
namex and legal talent as was assembled here lourty years ago? 


FORMER RESIDENT LAWYERS. 

The second resident lawyer of Christian county was a man by 
the name of John W. Wheat. He came to Faylorville in 1540, 
and taught school here soon ater the town was located. In 1841 
he commenced) the practice of law. There was but little lecal 
business to attend to in those days, and Mr. Wheat did not find 
the practice remunerative, and soon after left the county. He was a 
well-cdueated young man, and possessed considerable ability, and 
would have, no doubt, risen to prominence in the profession had he 
remained here. Benjamin Mason was the fourth lawyer; was 
a citizen of Greenfield, Green county, Ils., and came to Taylor- 
ville in the latter part of 1852. He was elected justice of the 
peace soon after he came here; was a_ brilliant young man, 
with a fine legal mind, and soon got considerable practice. He 
would have sneceeded well in the law, but unfortunately for him he 
fell into bad habits, and soon lost his reputation and practice. 
Remained here until 1858.) During the gold excitement of the 
latter vear he went to Pike’s Peak, returned to Carrollton in 1362, 
and died in 1S70. 

Thos. Shoemaker was the fifth resident lawyer. Ile came to 
Taylorville about 1852, was somewhat “irregular” in’ his prac- 
tier, and remained here until 1854, when he went to Kansas, 
took a hand in Iansas polities, and achieved considerahle notoriety 
and accumulated some wealth, Was one of thuse restless, ener- 
getie men, and was peculiarly adapted fur the stirring times meident 
to the history of Kansas while yet under territorial government. 
His prominceney however proved his death. [Le was shot and killed 
in one of the riets that disgraced the early history of that state. 
J. UL. Dawdy lveated in Pana in April, 1856.) He was a native of 
Tilinois, and beeame a lawyer from force of cireumstances. There 
being no attorney in Pana, when he first located there, and a law- 
yer being very much in demand, he concluded to study for the pro- 
fession. He was admitted to the bar in 1856. Soon after he was 
elected Associated Justice for the county, a position he held for 
four vears, and was then elected! Tu-tice of the Pcave; an ottice he 
has continued in with but few interruptions ever since. 

George Pease was the second lawyer in Pana. He was a native 
of Mass., and a graduate of Yale College. Came to Pana im 1857, 
and continued there in practice until IS61l. At the breaking out 
of the war he aalisted and was elected’ Captain of a company. Le 
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remained in service for two years, when he returned and resumed 
his practiee. Remained in Pana for four years longer, and then 
removed to Taylorville, and from here to Colorado, where he at 
present resides. Mr. Pease is remembered as a very good lawyer, 
and a man of fine oratorieal abilities, James O. Connor was also a 
resident lawyer of Pana. IIe was a native of New York, Joea- 
ted in 1858, and continued in practice until 1861, when he entered 
the army and was clected Ist Lieutenant of a company in the 35d 
Ills. Cavalry. Was subsequently promoted to the rank of Major, 
and eontinued in the service until the close of the war, when he 
marric an intelligent and accomplished lady of Helena, Ark., where 
he has sinee resided, Mr. O. Connor was of a judicial turn of mind, 
but lacked the elements ofan orator, 

Tlarrison Havens read Jaw while a elerk in the office of W.8. 
Moore, Circuit Clerk. Was adinitted to the bar, but did little prac- 
tice. Tle went to Jowa, and then to Springfield, Mo., where le 
permanently located, and continued the practice. Since becoming 
a resident of the Jatter place he has twice represented his District in 
Congress, Ife was yet a young inan when he left Taylorville, but 
sinee then has developed considerable ability as a lawyer, and 
has been very successful as a politician, TD. K. Hall came to Tay- 
lorville in 1899. Upon the breaking out of the war he entered the 
service as a First Licutenant, and was promoted during the war to 
the rank of Major. He never returned to the county, but after the 
war settled in Missouri, where he still Jives. 

lion. D. D. Shumway was a native of Mass., and came to Chris 
tian county in 1843. He studied Jaw, and was admitted to praetiee 
in 1860; then formed a Jaw partnership with Ton, H. ME. Vandevcer, 
and was for many years a prominent man in the county, and this 
section of the state; and held many offices of honor and trust. He 
was a logical reasoner and a superior jury lawyer. Died in 1870. 

D. T. Moore was another member of the bar. A native of Ohio. 
IIe read law in Taylorville, and was here admitted to practice. 
Remained here until 1864, when he removed to Washington, Towa, 
where he engaged in mercantile pursuits. Subsequently he removed 
to York, Nebraska, and commenced avain the practice of his pro- 
fession. He still resides there, and is a prominent lawyer, and has 
filled several important judicial positions. 

David Me Williams came to Taylorville in 1865. He remained 
here until 1866, when he removed and located at Monticello, Piatt 
county, Thnois. 

8. P. Davis was a member of the Christian county bar, and is 
better known as a journalist than a lawyer. In 1860 he removed 
to Belleville, and from thenee to Denver, Colorado, where he died 
with consumption. About this time a Jawyer by the name of J. G. 
Murdock attempted to practice Jaw here. Was not successful, 
and soon after removed to Texas, where he remains at present. 
Daniel McFarland, an attorney from O'Fallon, in St. Clair county, 
IHinois, came to Taylorville in T871, and opencd a Jaw office. He 
soon alter left, and went to Peoria, THincis. 

A. D. Rich loeated in Pana, in 1870. Tis first venture there iu 
business was the establishing of the Puna Palladium, a newspaper 
that still continues. Practiced Jaw to a limited extent; re- 
mained in Pana until 1872, when he removed to Towa, thence to 
Hannibal, Mo., where he remains at present. J. A. Taylor was a 
resident of Macon county. Tle was admitted to the bar in Decatur, 
eame to Taylorville in 1872, and remained for several years, 
While here he contravted some fatal disease, and went lack to De- 
eatur, where he dicd soon after. 

8.8. Wibbard was a practicing attorney ; Jocated in Taylorville 
in 1874-75. Tle removed to St. Louis, and soon after abandoned the 


Jaw and entered the ministry of the Universalist Church. Was a 
quiet, unobtrusive gentleman, and a good lawyer, 

Charles A. Shirley commenced the practice of law in Taylorville 
in TS77, and continued until 1878, when he removed and perma- 
nently located in Blue Mound, Macon county, Ts. G. W. Ilin- 
man cune to Pana in 1877, remaining one year; then returned to 
his former home in Pike county, Illinois. 

J. W.Stanley,a practical machinist, was elected City Attorney of 
Pana in 1877, Tle served one year, and then removed to Law- 
rence county, Llinois, where he is now engaged in practicing law. 

Daniel Miller was Clerk of the Court of Christian county, and 
studied Jaw during his term of office. Ile was a good lawyer, and 
very popular. Diedin Taylorville. It is to be regretted that we 
could not get fuller information of Mr. Miller, J. M. Pendell 
located in Pana in 1867. Ele hada limited practice. Died in 1878. 

William H. Dawdy was a resident of Pana. Tle wasadmitted to 
the bar in 1868. Read law with B. W. Henry of Vandalia. 
Was clected City Attorney of Pana, and, at the expiration of his 
term of office, located in Greenyille, Ills. IIe is now State’s Attor- 
ney of Bond county, to which position he has been twice elected. 
W. T. Rogers came to Pana in 1866, Tle practiced Jaw for two 
years, and is nowa resident of St. Louis. 

A.C MeMillan was also an attorney of Pana. Came there in 
1866. lad a Jarge and lucrative practice. He took an active and 
conspicuous part in the building of the O & M. 2. R, was a 
man of yreat energy and perseveranee, and did his part towards 
furthering enterprises that had for their ohject the material ad- 
yaneement and prosperity of Pana. Died in 1875. 

Present Members of the Bar.—In speaking of the present mem- 
bers of the bar it is necessary that we be quite brief. We have 
not space to give each such an claborate notice as we would de:ire, 
nor would it be eraved by the profession, Fulsome laudation 
would be out of place in a work of this character. It is not too 
much to say, however, that the bar of Christian county will 
compare favorably in point of talent with any in Central INi- 
nois It eomprises among its members ambitious and studious 
young men, to whom the future is bright and roseate with promises 
of usctulness and renown. It also embraces men of mature years, 
who have, by patience and diligent tvil, won high places in the 
honorable profession of Law. 

{lon. H. M. Vandeveer must be regarded as the Nestor of the 
bar. Tle was born in Indiana in [816, and came with his father 
to what is now Christian county (then Sangamon) in 1829, 

Read law with Jolin T. Stuart, of Springfield, and was admitted to 
practice in 1859, Tle was first resident-lawyer in the county. 
Daring the first years after the organization of the county, he held 
most of the offices, and has been identified in one way and another 
with the eivil history of the county from its first organization down 
to the present. As a lawyer he appearcd on one side or the other 
of every important case that has been tried in the courts of this 
county prior to 1870, when he became judge of this circuit. Ile 
is a man of fine natural abilities, a most excellent judge of men, 
untiring and aggressive, and a sound practical lawyer. In both 
private and public life, and in every official eapacity, he has always 
been found faithful to trusts reposed in him, aud has maintained 
the respect of the bar and esteem of his felow-citizens through all 
the years past, since he has heen a resident of the county. 

W.S. Moore is the second resident attorney, and the third law- 
yer in the county. Te is a native of Ohio, and came to Taylor- 
ville in 1848.) Read Jaw with TW. M. Vandeveer, was admitted 
to practice in T8562, and continued in the profession until [878, 
when he abandoned Jaw, and engaged exclusively in- mercan- 


tile pursuits. Mr. Moore gave almost exclusive attention to the 
Chancery practice, in which he was successful. Ie has held va- 
rions offices in the county, and was cireuit clerk for twenty years. 
Ton. Alexander McCaskill is a native of MeDonough county, 
Illinois. Read law in the office of Judge Bailey, Van Vleck 
& Wells, was admitted to the bar in 1857, and commenced the 
practice in Prairie City, in his native connty. In the winter of 
1857-58 he came to Taylorville, where he remained until 1859, 
then removed to Colorado, returning here in 1861; and again 
commenced the practice, which he has continued uninterruptedly, 
except four years, which was spent as County Superintendent of 
Schools, He was elected State’s Attorney for one term. In 1877 
was elected, and at present ably fills the office of County Judge. 
He is regarded as a good lawyer and safe adviser. In personal 
character he is above reproach. 

Hon. Andrew Simpson is one of the veteran lawyers at this 
bar. Isa native of Kentucky, and came to Illinois in 1835. Was 
admitted to practice in 1857, at the spring term of the Circuit Court 
of Christian county, and has remained here in the practice ever 
since. He, too, has been honored with offices of trust in the county. 
Was elected to the office of County Judge just prior to town- 
ship organization. Asa lawyer he takes front rank at this bar. 
Tlis superior knowledge of human nature, the motives and springs 
of human action, make him a dangerous antagonist to cope with 
before a jury. Asa man he is plain and unassuming, kind and 
affable, somewhat eccentric, and full of ancedote and humor. 

William $. Randle is a native of North Carolina. Studied 
law in the office of A. W. Metcalf, of Edwardsville, Madison county, 
Hlinois. He was admitted to the bar in 18 Came to Chris- 
tian county in 1869, and engaged in farmiag, in connection with 
the practice of Jaw. Mesides near Morrisonville, in this county. 

8. G. Lewis isa native of Delaware. He emigrated to Green 
county, Illinois, in 1844, and read law in 1857, °58, ‘59 and 
*60, in the office of D. M. McKinney and Hon. N. M. Knapp, 
of Winchester, Illinois. Was admitted to the bar in Carrollton, 
Illinois, in 1860, and commenced the practice in 1862. Was 
admitted to practice in the U. 8. Courts in 1870, and commenecd 
the practice in Taylorville in 1878. Tle is a good lawyer. 

J. M. Biree, a resident of Assumption, and member of this bar, 
is a native of New York. Ife taught school and read Jaw. In 
1860 he entered the Law Department of the University of Michi- 
gan at Ann Arbor, and in 1861 was admitted to practice. In 1865 
he came to Assumption, and was admitted to the bar in April, 1866, 
by the Supreme Court at Springfield. He is engaged in the general 
practice, and is a painstaking and earnest lawyer. 

John W. Kitehell is a native of Tlinois. He studicd law in 
the office of Miller & Beck, It. Madison, Iowa, where he was 
subsequently admitted to practice, then returned to IJill-boro, 
Illinois, his former home, and was admitted to practice in the 
courts of Illinois. Remained in Hillsboro until 1866, except an 
absence of eighteen months spent in the practice in Charleston, 
Illinois, and then came to Pana in October of the same year, where 
he remained np to the present time. Mr. Kitchell, as a lawyer, is 
a man of quick perceptions, great activity, a good thinker, ener- 
getic, and a successful practitioner. 

J.C. MeQuigg, of Pana, beeame a member of this bar in 1867. 
Is a native of Ohio. Tle was cducated at the Fredericksburg 
Academy and Vermilion College in his native state, and graduated 
therefrom in 1865. The same year he entered the Law Depart- 
ment of the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, graduated 
in 167, and was at once admitted to practice at Columbus, Ohio. 
He came to Pana the same year, commenecd the general prac- 
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tice of the law, and has been there ever since. Mr. MceQuigg has 
a large and lucrative practice, and is regarded by his professional 
brethren as an able and conscientious lawyer. 

Ion. William Edgar Morrison is to the manor born. He re- 
ceived a literary and scientific education at the College of the 
Christian Brothers in St. Louis. During the Jate war he was ap- 
poiated a midshipman in the United States Navy. Studied law 
in the office of Judge William II. Snyder, of Belleville, Iinois, 
was admitted to the bar in 1867, and began the practice in Spring- 
field, [linois, soon after. Remained in the latter place four 
years, then moved to Morrisonville, in this county, where he has 
since resided. His preference is for the criminal practice, although 
he does not make that a specialty. He is a fine speaker, and, as a 
Jury Jawyer, takes front rank at this bar. He isa social, genial 
gentleman. 

Hon. John B Jones is a native of Ohio. TIe came to Christian 
county in 1864. Read law here, and was admitted to the bar in 
1868, at the April term of the Circuit Court. Commenced the 
practice at Nokomis, Montgomery county, [linois, He returned to 
Taylorville the same year, opened an office and continued the 
practice. In 1870 he was appointed Master in Chancery, and con- 
tinued in that office until 1879. Mr. Jones is a painstaking, care- 
ful, studious lawyer, and possessed of untiring industry. In the 
managemcnt of his eases, he has them, with his authorities, well in 
hand. While he is not what might be termed an orator, he states 
a legal proposition with great clearness and fidelity to facts. He 
has a fine law library; perhaps the largest and best selected in the 


county. 

James M. Taylor is a native of Scotland, and came to America 
in 1854, Ie read law in the office of Blodgett, Upton & Williams, 
of Waukegan, Lake county, Illinois. He was adinitted to the 
practice at the spring session of the Supreme Court at Ottawa. In 
1868 he came to Taylorville, and formed a law-partnership with 
Andrew Simpson. The partnership was dissolved two years Inter, 
since which time he has continued alone in the practice. THis pref: 
erence is for the chancery and real estate practice. He has studied 
his profession well, and possesses a natural aptitude for the law. 

W. M. Provine is a native of Hlinois. He studied law with Es- 
Gov. John M. Palmer and Milton Hay at Springfield, Tlinois. 
Was licensed to practice by the Supreme Court in 1868. A short 
time after his admission to the bar he moved to Taylorville and 
eommenced the practice. Mr. Provine is a very careful, industri- 
ous lawyer. AJ] business intrusted to his care is sure to receive his 
prompt attention. Such is his character as an attorney. 

James C. McBride is a native of Illinois. Was educated at 
Earlham College, a Quaker institution of learning at Richmond, 
Indiana, and Lincoln University, Lincoln, Hlinois. Te graduated 
from the latter in 1869, read law in the office of Judge W. R. 
Welch, of Carlinville, linois, was admitted to the bar in 1870, 
and commenced the practice in Taylorville, where he has since re- 
sided. Te is, as a Jawyer, zealous and industrious in the cause of 
his clients. lis industry and energy argue well for his future 
prospects in the profession. He creditably fills, and has for 
several years past, the office of city attorney, 

William T. Vandeveer is a native-born citizen of Taylorville. 
He was educated at Shurtliff College, Upper Alton. Read Jaw 
at the office of his father, IT. M. Vandevecr, was admitted to 
the har in 1871, and at once entercd upon a successful practice, 
and uo doubt would have attained a prominent position, had 
he continued and made law the sole profession and business of 
his life. Efe is a clear, forcible reasoner, eloquent speaker, and 
possesses in a high degree the elements of a successful lawyer, but 


abandoned the practice in order to devote his attention to his large 
and constantly inereasing banking and private business. 

D. ¥. Murray, of Morrisonville, is a native of Ohio. Ie studied 
law in the oftice of John B. Jones, and was admitted to the har of 
Christian county in May, 1871, and immediately thereafter eor- 
meneed the praetice in Morrisonville. Is diligent and enthusi- 
astic in his profession, and his friends, of whom he has many, 
predict for him success. He prefers the chancery praetiee. 

Daniel McCaskill eame to Christian county in 1865, Ie read- 
law in the oftice of his brother, A. McCaskill, Was admitted to 
the bar in 1870, at the October term of the Supreme Court in 
Springfield, and commenced the practiee in 1872, in Taylorville. 
In 1874 he formed a partnership with his brother, which still con. 
tinues. He is a good eonveyancer and safe counsellor. 

V. E. Foy, the present able public prosecutor of Christian 
county, is 2 native of Ohio. He read lagen the office of J. B. 
Jones, and was admitted to practice in 18%, at the September term 
of the Supreme Court at Ottawa. He\began the practice in 
Taylorville. In 1876 he was chosen to fill the office of state's 
attorney. Is a good speaker, and regarded as a good lawyer by 
the members of the bar. 

George B. Crooker is a native of Hlinois, Ie came to Taylor- 
ville in 1867, and read law here, and became a member of the 
bar in 1874, and commeneed practice in connection with James C. 
McBride. The firm of McBride & Crooker still eontinucs. He is a 
popular young man, and has good qualities for a successful lawyer. 

James B. Ricks was edueated at the Wesleyan University, Bloom- 
ington, Il. Ie studied law in the office of Andrew Simpson, 
was admitted to the bar in IS74, and is a young man of’ fine 
address and considerable oratorical power. With proper industry 
he will become a bright ornament in the protession. Tle is a native 
of Hlinois. 

John G. Drennan is a native of Kentucky, and came to Chris- 
tian county in 1856. Studicd law in the oflice of John B. 
Jones, and was admitted to the bar in December, 1878. 1Ie was 
examined before the appellate court, and reecived the highest grade 
in a elass of seventcen applieants. Formed a Jaw partnership 
with his preeeptor June 1, 1879, which still continues. Tle was 
appointed Master in Chaneery in 1870. As a lawyer he is yet 
young in the practice, hut he already gives ample evidence of his 
ayeressiveness and industry in his chosen profession, 

Ix. A. Humphreys was admitted to the bar in 1872. IIs is 
loeated in Pana, and is said to be a yery good lawyer. 

J.C. Essick, a resident lawyer of Pana, is a native of Pennsyl- 
vanin. He beeame a member of the bar in 1870, and has the 
reputation of being a sound lawyer and a good advocate, 

5. R. Tippie is also a resident of Pana, and was adinitted to the 
practice in 1877. 1s a native of Ohio, and a good lawyer. 

William Iillegor was admitted to practice in the courts of 
Christian county in 1878. At present he holds the office of city 
attorney of Pana. 

W. T. Houston is a Jawyer and resident of Edinburg, and is 
a native of Illinoix, Read law in the offiee of J. DB. Jones, of 
Taylorville, and was admitted to the bar in 1879. 

Ei Copperthwaite is a native of Pennsylvania. Ile entered the 
Quaker City Business College of Philadelphia, where he eom- 
pleted a two years’ course in all the mercantile branches, theo- 
retical and practical, including the study of mereantile law and 
political economy. After graduating, he eame to this county and 
settled in Assumption, where he read law with J. M. Brice. IIe 
was admitted to the bar in 187% My. Cois a bright, talented man, 
and will make a good advocate, with proper industry, 
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Benj. F. Burnett, a native of Ontario county, N. Y., cdueated at 
Canandaigua in the same state, began the study of law when quite 
young; admitted to the barin L836, at Jackson, in Jackson eounty, 
Michigan, where he practiced about twenty-three years. In 1859 
he moved to Mereer eounty, Il, and in 1863 moved to Litehfield, 
Wil. In the early part of the year L88i settled in Taylorville. Mr. 
B., is acleyer gentleman aud sound Jawyer. Ie has two sons, 
George B. and F. W. Burnett, who are among the prominent prac- 
titioners of the Madison eounty bar of this state. 

Tt has been our aim to do justiee to all, How well we have 
succeeded we leave others to judge. 


CHAP TE Re Ai, 
THE PRESS. 


BY D. MACKENZIE. 


Tne PANA WEEKLY DEMOCRATIC HERALD, THE INDEPENDENT Press, 
TAYLORVILLE FLAG, ILLINOIS REPUBLICAN, SATURDAY REPUBLICAN, 
PANA GAZEITH, CENTRAL ORIENT, CHRISTIAN CoUNTY DEMOCRAT, 
TAYLORVILLE DEMOCRAT, PANA PALLADIUM, ASSUMPTION INDEPEND- 
ENT, ASSUMPTION RECORD, MORRISONVILLE TIMES, FARMERS’ JOURNAL, 
PANA WEEKLY ARGUS, REGISTER CENTRAL HOMESTEAD, PANA PLAIN: 
DEALER, TAYLORVILLE JOURNAL, THE CENTRAL ILLINOIS DEMOCRAT, 


rey AURENTIUS COSTER, to fill an idle hour, while ramb- 
ling through the forest contiguous to his native city, 
IL:erlem, Holland, carved some letters on the bark of a 
Z ; bireh tree. Drowsy from the relaxation of a holiday, 
he wrapped his handiwork in a piece of paper, and Jay down to 
rest. While men sleep, the world moves; and Coster awoke to 
discover a phenomenon to him simple, strange and suggestive. 
Damped by the atmospheric moisture, the paper wrapped about his 
carvings had taken an impression from them, and the surprised 
burgher saw on the paper an inverted image of what he had en- 
graved on the bark. The phenomenon was suggestive, because it 
led to experiments that resulted in establishing a printing-office— 
the first of its kind—in the old Dutch town. In this offiee, John 
Gutenberg served a faithful and appreciative apprenticeship, and 


from it, at the death of his master, absconded during a Christmas 
festival, taking with him a considerable portion of type and appa- 
ratus. Gutenberg settled in Mentz, where he won the friendship 
and partnership of John Faust, a man of sufficient means to place 
the new enterprise upon a secure financial basis. Several years 
later, the partnership was dissolved, because of a misunderstanding. 
Gutenberg then formed a partnership with a younger brother, who 
had set up an office at Strasburg, but had not heen suecessful, and 
beeoming involved in law-suits had fled from that city, and joined 
his brother at Mentz. These brothers were the first to use metal 
types. Faust, after his dissolution with Gutenherg, took into part- 
nership Peter Scheffer, one of his servants, and an ingenious 
printer. Scheefler privately cut matrices for the whole alphabet ; 
and when he showed his master the type eut from these matrices, 
Faust was so much pleased that he gave Schooflur his only daughter 
in marriage. 

These are the great names in the early history of printing, and 
each is worthy of special honor, Coster’s discovery of the use of 
wood-blocks or plates on whieh the pages to be printed were en- 
graved, was made some time between 1440 and 1450, and Schveffer’s 
improvement, casting the types by means of matrices, was made 
about 1456. William Caxton, an Englishman and pupil of Colard 
Mansion, printer of Bruges, set up a printing ottice in Westminster 
between 1471 and 1477. 


Wi STORY OF CHRISTIAN 


For a long time printing was dependent upon most clumsy appa- 
ratus. The earliest press had a contrivance for running the forms 
under the point of pressure by means of a screw. When the pres- 
sure had been supplied, the serew was loosened, the form withdrawn, 
and the sheet removed. Tmprovements upon these erude beginnings 
have been made from time to time, until the hand-presses now in 
use are models of simplicity, durability and execution. In 1st4 
steam was first applied to eylinder-presses by Frederick Konig, a 
Saxon genius, and the subsequent progress of steam-printing has 
been so remarkable as to almost justify a belief’ in its absolute per- 
fection. Indeed, to appreeiate the Improvements which have been 
made in presses only, one ought to be privileged to stand by while 
the pressman operated one of the clumsy machines of Gutenberg, 
and then he should step into one of the well-appointed priuting 
offices of our larger cities, where he could notice the rol] of damp- 
ened pauper entering the great power-presses a continuous sheet, 
and issuing from it as newspapers ready for the carrier or express. 

It would be interesting to trace more ninutely the history of this 
great art from its humble origin iu Therlem, through all suceessive 
stages, to the present, and to classify its produets, For nearly a 
thonsand years previons to its introduction, mankind had been sar- 
rounded by the densest ignorance the world has ever known. 
Teutonie barbarians had swept over fair L[taly, had sacked her 
capital, had despised her civilization as nnworthy even the indul- 
gence of men dependent upon musele and sword for empire and 
liberty. Vandalism had heen christened, and had mocked the 
wisdom of philosophers while destroying and defacing the master- 
pieces of Grecian and Roman architecture and sculpture. Attica, 
the “Seourge of God,” at the head of vast Tartar hordes from 
Asiatic steppes, had traversed the Roman empire, spreading dismay 
and disaster, until checked at the fierce battle of Chalons. Omar 
had burned the great Alexandrian library, after declaring that if 
its volumes agreed with the Koran, they were needless; if they 
conflieted, they were pernicious. During this period, feudalism 
had kept the noble at war with his sovereign, had unsettled govern- 
ments, and made men soldiers with scarcely time for necessary 
practice at arms; amusements were popular, only as they econtri- 
bnted to martial prowess, and poctry in the main was but a min- 
strel’s doggerel concerning the chivalrous deeds of a listening 
knight or the wonderful charms of a favorite mistress. Pepin had 
humbled the Long Beards, and had laid the keys of their eities at 
the feet of the Holy Father. From the fall of Rome, there had 
been but little talent and time to cultivate letters. A few eeclesi- 


astics, here and there were the custodians of the learning saved 
from the wrecks of Grecian literatare and 
The masses were ignorant. ‘Fhey believed that the hand whieh 
commonly held the sword would be disgraced if traincd to wicld 
the pen. Books were for the monk's eell or the anchorite’s cave, 
and the objective points of all study were to escape purgatury, to 
cast a horoscope, to turu the baser metals into gold. Superstition, 
priestcraft and thirst for material renown moulded public acts and 
private training. Piety was best shown in pilgrimages tu the Holy 
Sepulchre. When the dust-stained devotees beeame objects of 
Turkish contempt and persecution, all Europe rushed to the reseue. 

While war destroys and demoralizes, not unfregueutly it prepares 
the way for beneficent reformations. The Crusaders broke the 
power of feudalism, dispelled much geographical ignorance by 
making neighboring nations bettcr acquainted, gave an impetus to 
commereial enterprises, awakened the sluggich intellect, enlarged 
the human mind and rendered it more tolerant, introduced the 
luxuries and refinements of the Greek empire, and brought about 
Magna Charta and Free Cities. Witb the expauding and increas- 


toman knowledge. 


ONE YP ILL NO7 §, al 
ing commerce, arts eame to the front, trades tlourtshed aud practice 
began to test preeept. The middle classes, whose condition ever 
determines the character of an era or nation, obtained concessions 
and rights to which they had been strangers for centuries. The 
mental world began to move. 
were made. 


Famous journeys and discoveries 
Roger Bacon and Berthold Schwartz studied the 
chemistry of the Arabs, and were among the first devotees at the 
shrine of physical science. | Weyeliffe translated the Bible into the 
English vernacular. Spain, Htaly, the Netherlands and England 
sought new outlets for their surplus products of soil, loom and fish- 
eriex, Mental darkuess ean make no long-continued stand against 
such enterprise, and enterprise will ever find an exponent to herald 
its doings from nation to nation, and a medium to make its conquests 
the property of sueceeding generatious. Europe was in a commer- 
ejal and intellectual foment when Coster set up his printing office 
in Ferlem, and inaugurated an industry until then unknown. To 
understand the effect of that industry npon humanity, compare the 
enlightenment, civilization and progress of the present with the 
semi-barbarism and staguation of the middle ages. Many a toiling 
‘aschian repeats the words of the wise man, “ Of making books there 
is no end,” and many a weary author echoes, “ And mneh study is 
a weariness to the flesh.” Printing is rolling back ignorance, vice 
and degradation, is unfolding the mysteries of nature, and is ex- 
plaining the mandates of Him who made man in His own image, 
anid expeets the homage of the creature due the Creator. 

The Romans in the time of the emperors had periodical notices 
of passing events, compiled and distributed. These acta diurna 
(daily events), were the newspapers of that age. En 1536, the first 
newspaper of modern times was issued at Venice, but governmental 
bigotry compelled its eirculation in manuscript form. In 1663, 
the Public Intelligencer was published at London, and is credited 
with being the first English paper to attempt the dissemination of 
general information. The first American newspaper was the Boston 
News Letter, whose first issue was made April 24th, 1704. It was 
a half sheet, twelve inches by cight, with two columns to the page. 
John Campbell, the postmaster, was the publisher. The Boston 
Guzette made its first appearance December 21st, 1719, and the 
american Weekly, at Philadelphia, December 22d, 1729. In 1776, 
the number of newspapers published in the colonies was thirty-seven ; 
in 1828, this number had increased to eight hundred and fifty-two, 
and at the present time not less than ten thousand newspapers are 
supported by our people. 

Journalisin, by whieh is meant the compiling of passing public 
events for the purpose of making them more generally known and 
instructive, hax become a powerful educator. Experience has been 
its only school for special training, its only text for study, its only 
test for theory. It is scarcely a profession, but is advancing rapidly 
towards that dignity. A distinct department of literature has been 
assigned to it. Great editors are writing autobiographies, and for- 
mulating their methods and opinions; historians are rescuing from 
oblivion the every-day life of deeeased journalists; reprints of bril- 
lant productions,such as the letters of Junius, are furnishing models; 
interviews with famous journalists touching the difftrent phascs of 
their profession, are deemed worthy of publication in book form. 
Leading universities have contemplated the inauguration of courses 
of study specially designed to fit men and women for the duties of 
the newspaper sanctum, These innovations are not untimely, since 
no other class of men are so powerful for good or ill as editors. 
More than any other class they form publie opinion while expressing 
it, for most men but echo the sentiments of favorite journalists, 
Even statesmen, ministers and learned professors not unfrequently 
get their best thonghts and ideas from the papers they read. 
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For dates and facts relating to the early history of the press of 
the county we are indebted to the newspaper fraternity, who have 
kindly aided us with information necessary for this chapter. 

Previous to the establishing of newspapers in Christian county 
the people were dependent upon the St. Louis and Springfield 
papers for their information from the outside world. It is to he 
remembered what is now one of the most productive agricultural 
sections In the State, was looked upon with disfavor by those seek- 
ing homes in the wesiern states. [Emigrants disliked prairie lands, 
and criticized its sloughs, henee, thereture, the couuty was slowly 
settled. 

Christian county had not, like more favored localities, (except a 
small portion of it) the advantages of railroads at an early day, 
hence, enterprise that follows in the wake of thoxe great thorough- 
fares, did not wave its magie wand over this county until long after 
its organization. But nevertheless the residents became imbued 
with a desire to excel, An organ was needed to speak for the 
county, fur its agricultural resources, for its flattring promises for 
the future, for its rights and privileges as an organized member of 
agreat State. Politically, the people dittered then as they do now. 
Questions of great political and national importance were being 
discussed, and were settled a few years Jater amidst the roar of 
eannon, the din of musketry, and the shedding of the blood of 
thousands of noble and patriotic men of our eommon country. 

Milan 8. Beek with, an enterprising and public spirited citizen of 
Pana, inaugurated measures for establishing a newspaper at the 
above named place. Je purchased the material and necessary 
presses of Dr. Cheniworth, of Deeatur, Hlinois, and on the 25d day 
of December, 1857, issued the first number of the first paper ever 
printed in Christian county. It bore the name of 


THE PANA WEEKLY DEMOCRATIC IWERALD. 


We have no doubt that the first appearance of the Herald was 
greeted with enthusiasm ; heneeforth the eounty was to have name 
and fame among its contemporaries. The paper was strongly 
Democratic in its politics, and left no doubt of the views of its edi- 
tor upon current topics. The object of its editor, as stated by him, 
was to give his party an organ, and also inform the outside world 
of the wealth of soil and the advantages that Pana and surround- 
ing country presented, and thereby induce emigration to come 
within her borders. Be it understood that Mr. Beckwith at that 
time was largely interested in real estate. The Herald had a fair 
subseription list from the outset, and the business men advertised 
liberally. It was independent in polities when first issued, but in 
the political excitement of 1858, in entering on its second volume, 
it changed over to the democracy aud became a warm supporter of 
Senator Douglas four the presidency. It was a twenty-eight column 
paper, and neat in its typographical execution. It was a warm 
advocate of the cause of education and common schools. It did 
much for the early advancement of Pana, The office was sold, and 
the Herald discontinued, with the forty-tiret number of volume ten. 
Mr. Beekwith is at present a resident of Pierce city, Lawrence 
county, Missouri. 

PANA PLAINDEALER 
Was the successor of the Zeradd, and issued its first number Octo- 
ber 7th, 1859, It was edited by Eli F. Chittenden. fe continued 
its publication until the Ist of November, 1860, when it was dis- 
eontinucd, and the office removed to Shelbyville, Hlinois. 

There were several forts made by the citizens of Taylorville to 
start a newspaper, but without success, until Benjamin Winters, a 
practical printer, came to the city. He, through the liberality and 
aid pledged by the prominent men of Taylorville, purchased 


material and presses, and on the 19th of January, 1858, issued the 
first number of the second paper printed in Christian county. It 
bore the name of 


THE [INDEPENDENT PR 
It continued until November 28th, 1868. 
neutrality, but soon espoused the democratic cause. 


At first it professed 
Mr. Winters 
In the 
Douglas-Buchanan issue he took sides with the administration, 
and the Press had a decided partisan tone. Mr. Winters was a 
peculiar and somewhat cecentric character. Ife was a bold thinker, 
a vigorous writer, and master of satire. The indisertminate use of 
the latter subjected him te censure and the gradual Joss of friends. 
VTe was as liable to Jampoon a friend as an enemy. — Ilis bitter in- 
yeetive and offensive articles Jost him the confidence and support of 
the Democratic party, who withdrew their patronage, and the paper 
was diseontinucd at the time above mentioned, for the want of 
When the publication ceased, the type were worn 


was an ardent Demuerat of the old school of polities. 


material aid. 


out. For some years before the process 
be resorted to in order to get an impression from them. 
on which the paper was printed had done duty in the office of the 
Missouri Republicun as carly as 1808. The first number of that 
paper had been printed on it. In 1831, it was used in establishing 
the Sungamon Journal, in Springtield, Mlinois. It was brought from 
there to Taylorville, when it was finally broken up. © Mr. Winters 
died in Taylorville, and lics buried in Oak Hall Cemetery. 


of “underlaying ” had to 
The press 


THE TAYLORVILLE JOURNAL, 

Was the title of another weekly paper published at the county 
seat. Its advent was unheralded and unsung. — It professed to be 
Demoeratie, but there being a paper already published in the 
interest of that party, the enterprise had but a feeble support from 
that quarter, and as might have heen expected, it soon died for the 
want of patronage. The first number was issued January 27th, 
1859. The publishers were Messrs. Corr, Van Kirk and Co. After 
printing nine numbers, the Journal was discontinucd. Finaneially, 
it was a flat failure. The office was in the old court-house, east 
side of the square, The office was sold under mortgage and taken 
to Pana, from which issued the Central Elinois Democrat. 


THE CENTRAL ILLINOIS DEMOCRAT. 

The printing-office used in the publication of the Democrat was 
the same from which issued the Tuyloreille Journal. It was pur- 
chased at low figures by IS. P. Sanders, and moved to Pana. This 
enterprise was undertaken to furnish an organ for the party in place 
of the Herald, reecntly discontinued. The first number was issued 
January 7th, 1860, by 12. 2. Sanders, as proprietor and publisher, 
and J. B. Butler, editor. On the 25d of February, 1860, W. P. 
Phelon was added to the editorial staff, and continued until June 
Ist, 1860, when he retired. On the 9th of November, 1860, the 
office changed hands. G. W. ILarper aud F. J. Beek appeared as 
editors and publishers. They changed the name to the 


PANA WEEKLY ENTERPRISE, 
But it had a short existence, being strangled in its birth after the 
first issue. On the 24th of the same month O. F. Morrison and M. 
M. De Levis purebased the office and changed the name to the 


PANA PUBLIC, 


Mr. De Levis wax editor. It was independent in polities, and 
for a time was the only paper in Pana. The general mechanical 
arrangement of the paper was in good taste ; its typographical execu- 
tion neat; and its original and selected matter seemed to have been 


gotten up with eare and discrimination. The publication was con- 
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tinued by them until June ist, 1862, when the office and paper 
were moved to Clinton. Hlinvis. This change Jeft Pana without a 
paper for about three vears, or until the advent of the Guzet'e. 

The democratic party had for years been the dominant party in 
Christian county. The old line whigs had uo paper to represent 
them, nor had the republican party until 1864. During that 
year the Union League, a republican political organization, felt 
the necessity of having an organ that would fairly represent their 
principles. They accordingly subscribed stock and raised funds to 
purehase a printing office. The material and presses were bought, 
and on the 26th of July, 1864, 


THE TAYLORVILLE FLAG 


was flung to the journalistic breeze. J. D. Mondy, a practical 
printer, was placed in charge as a manager and editor. His eon- 
nection with the oflive was of short duration. Three weeks after 
assuming the management he gave unmistakable evidence of not 
being in hearty sympathy with the principles of the organization 
whose servant he was. He resigned, and Paul Conner, also a prae- 
tical printer, was placed in charge. Soon after assuming control, 
Mr. Conner purchased the office, and became sole editor and 
proprietor, in which capacity he continued until April 12th, 1865, 
when he sold a half interest to John J. Squier. The co-partnership 
of Conner & Squier continued until November 15th, 1866, when 
Mr. Squier purchased Mr. Conner’s interest, and became editor 
and publisher. He changed the form of the paper, December 30th, 
1869, from a folio to a quarto. On the 24th of March, 1370, he 
also changed the name from The Tuylorville Flay ta 


THE ILLINOIS REPUBLICAN, 


which name it still retains. On the 18th of November, 1870, Mr. 
Squier sold a half interest in the Lepublicun to W. 2B. Squier, his 
brother. The firm of Squier Bros. continued until March 19th, 
1874, when the partnership was dissolved, John J. Squier remain- 
ing editor and publisher up to the present time. On the 19th of 
August, 1876, he commenced the publication of 


THE SATURDAY REPUBLICAN, 


in addition to the I/inois Republican, which he has also continued 
to the present. The Republican is a six column Quarto, and 
under its present vigorous management is excelled by tew country 
journals in Central Illinois. Myr Squier is not a practical printer, 
but he possesses fine business qualifications, energy and tact. In 
ability he is above the average editors of country newspapers. As 
a financial venture the Republican has been a success. 
The next venture for journalistic honors was 


TIE RANA. GAZEETI- 


The first number was issued July 27th, 1865. Richard Couch 
and R. M. Carr were the editors and proprietors. Mr. Couch had 
removed a Smith press and material that formed a part of the old 
State Register office, from Shelbyville to Pana in 1865, and was 
operating a Job office. 

Mr. Carr purchased some new type and added to the office, and 
out of this material was issued the Gazette. The firm of Couch & 
Carr continued until April 7th, 1866, when Mr. Carr purchased the 
entire interest in the office, and remained editor and publisher 
unti] December 11th, 1868, when he sold a half interest to R. W. 
Coon. The partnership of Carr & Coon continued until February 
10th, 1871, wheu it was dissolved, Mr. Coon retiring from the bu-i- 
ness, Since the latter date Mr. Carr has been editor and sole 
proprietor. The Gazette isan eight column folio, and is Republican 
in politics. It is rceognized as one of the leading ard influential 

10 


Republican organs in this Congressional Distriet. Mr. Carr has 
demonstrated his ability to run a newspaper successfully. 

Tn 1868 the leading Democrats of the county became dissatisfied 
with the course of the Zadependent Press, and determined to have 
a paper that would to a larger extent represent, and be an expo- 
nent of their principles, They therefore made liberal subscriptions, 
and pledged certain amounts for advertising. With this eneour- 
agement and promised aid, John J. Smith purchased type and 
presses, and on the 15th of August, 1868, issued the first number of 


TIE CHRISTIAN COUNTY DEMOCRAT. 

Mr. Smith had no experience as a newspaper man, and was not a 
printer, consequently his management was not as successful as. it 
would otherwise have been. Ie remained editor and publisher 
until November 20th, in the same year, when he sold out to James 
Suttle The Jatter-named gentleman conducted the paper with 
fair ability until September 17th, 1869, when he disposed of the 
office to &. P. Davis, of Belleville, and F. L Powers, from Decatur, 
Iilinois. The firm of Davis & Powers published and edited the 
Democrat until February 11th, 1871, when W. 8. Martin beeame 
the purchaser. Mr. Davis was a lawyer by profession, and a man 
of considerable ability as a newspaper writer, but his continued 
bad health unfitted him for an active editorial and journalistic life. 

On the 2[st of May, 1874, the words “ Christian County” were 
omitted, and the word “ Taylorville” substituted, since which time 
the paper has been known as 


THE TAYLORVILLE DEMOCRAT. 


Mr. Martin continued as editor and publisher until August 2d, 
1875, when George W. Weber beeame a partner in the Deaverat. 
The partnership was dissolved June 1st, 1877, Mr. Weber retiring, 
and Mr, Martin continued the publication up to January Ist, 1880, 
when he sold out the office to Benjamin A.and Philip A. Richards, 
of Springfield, Ilinois, who at present are the editors and owners 
of the paper, Mr, Martin is a practical printer, and under his 
adininistration the Democrat flourished and gained a large cireula- 
tion, The present editor, Benjamin A. Ttichards, is a yeteran 
printer and journalist, haying spent thirty-five years at the case 
and inthe sanctum, lis long experience and ability as a ready 
writer will aid him materially in placing the Democrat in the front 
rank of journalism in the State of Minot. 


THE CENTRAL ORIEXT, 

The first number of the above-named paper was issued June 
20th, 1866, J. FL Harner, publisher, and C. 8. Hilbourn, editor, 
The firm name was J. F. Warner & Co. The Orient was decided- 
ly democratic in tone, if we may judge from the salutatory to the 
public. The following is an excerpt: “ The Orient will at all 
times advoeate economy in publie expenditures, and the reduction 
and equalization of tuxation, so that its burdens shall fall alike 
upon the rich and the poor; it will vigorously oppose all attempts 
to engraft negro suffrage upen our statutes, and all legislation by 
Congress tending to centralization of power at Washington, or the 
subyersion of the inherent and constitutional rights of the states.” 
The publication of the Oriext continued under the same manage- 
ment unti) May, 1868, when it was discontinued for want of proper 
patronage, The paper was a model of typographical neatness, 
like all the journals of which Mr. Warner had the mechanical 
charge. 


THE PANA PALLADIUM. 
After the exit of the Orfeut, Pana was without a democratie 
paper for over a year and a half, when the J/adimu made its 
appearance, the first number of which was issucd by 8. 1). Rich, 
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Tt was an cight page folie, and had forty 
columns. Politically it was demoeratic. It was conducted with 
ability, and exhibited taste in its mechanical management. On 
the 23d of April, 1870, Ma. Rieh disposed of the oflice and paper 
to Messrs. 2. AL & J.J. Farley, young men of ability and experi- 


editor and proprictor. 


enec in the newspaper business, After several years’ connection 
with the paper, P. A. Farley retired, and its publication was con- 
tinued by J. J. Farley, ed tor and) proprictor, Tle on the Loth of 
March, 1877, sold the office to A.W. Chabin. Three months later 
Mr. Chahin sold a half interest to Jacob Swallow, and in three 
months from that time Ma. Swallow retired, and Mr. Chahin again 
heeame sole proprictor and editor, and so continued until March 
10th, 1879, when the office reverted to Farley Bros, who on 
the same date sold it ts Jacob Swallow, who continues to the 
present, editor and proprietor, The Palladium is a five column 
quarto. It is ably cdited, and is reeognized as the organ of the 
tumperanee canse In Pana, 


THE ASSUMPTION INDEPENDENT, 
No. 1 of vol. EB, was issued April 22, 1871, 

printed at the office of the Pana Gazette, and shipped hy mail to 
Assumption and distributed. It. M. Carr was the proprietor and 
J. M. Biree loeal editor, The Zadependent was neutral in politics. 
Mr. Carr continued the publication of the paper until the Toth of 
April, 1872, when he sold to IT, V. Park sufficient material and 
Mr Park gave 
bis note in payment for the office, with four good and responsible 
Six months later 
The sure- 
They 
They: 
placed John L. Marnell in charge as manager and editor, Ife was 
not a practi al printer uor a good manager. The Independent, 
under his nanagement, was somewhat erratic, and imade its appear- 
In July, 1874, the stockholders secured 
the services of Niechard Couch, a practical printer, to tuke charge 
of the office. VIe changed the name of the paper to 


The paper was 


presses to continue the publication at Assumption. 


citizens of Assumption as surcties on the note. 
the nete matured, and Mr. Park was unable to meet it. 
tics paid the note, and the office passed into their hands. 
formed a joint-stock association, and issued shares of stock. 


ance semi-vecasionally. 


TILE ASSUMPTION RECORD. 


He continned the publication of the Record for one year, when 
he retired, and A. W. Chabin assamed the management. He con- 
tinued for nine months, when the office was sold to A.M. Ander- 
Afterward 
the materials and presses were removed to Shelbyville, where 


son, and removed to Windsor, Shelby county, IL 


it was purehased by a joint-stock company, and at present it 
is doing duty in the office of the Jerald, the Greenback organ of 
Shelby county. 

THE MORRISONVILLE TIMES. 

The first nuinber of the Fimes was issued Aueust 20th, 1875, 
Thomas Cox, editer and proprictor, The paper was started as 
an independent journal, and so remains to the present. It was, 
when started, a six-column folio. Mr. Cox changed it to a tive- 
column quarto. Tt was afterward changcd back to its original 
form, which it still retains, The publication of the Times con- 
tnucd under Mr. Cox’: administration until December 30th, 1875, 
when he sold out to M. J. Abbott. The latter gentleman remained 
in possession of it until May, 1877, when he sold to George TH. 
Palmer & Son. FF. M. Palmer assumed editorial control. Tie 
was a first-class printer. In the spring of 1878 F. Grundy be- 
August 16th, 1879. the offices was leased 
to Messrs Said & Poorman, Paliner & Son still retaining own- 
Oa the 2d of October, 1879, 


came associate editor. 


ership of the press and material. 


CHATSTIAN GCOCNIY, fi OFS. 


Steen Bros. purchased the office of Palmer & Son, aud from 
that date to the present, George If. and Joseph W. Steen, have 
been the editors and publishers. 
tion. 


The Times has a good cirenla- 
It tairly represents the business growth and prosperity of 
Morrisonville. [t is edited with considerable ability, and alto- 
wether it is a fiir specimen of the enterprising western country 
journalism, 

Tn this advanced and progressive age all societies, organizations 
political or otherwise, demand an exponent or proper medium 
through which they may speak to the world and make their wants 
known to mankind. The newspaper offers the simplest and quick- 
est way of reaching the masses. With this idea in view, the 
Granger and Greenback clement of Christian connty proposed to 
start an organ, Their desire culminated in action the result of 
which was :— 

THE INDEPENDENT. 

The first mamber made its appearance in Taylorville, March 25th, 
1875, Messrs, Mallory & Danley proprictors with R. V. Mallory as 
editor, After publishing some thirteen numbers, the editor states 
“that with this issue will close his counection with the Independent, 
and that now he turns over the business to Noyes B. Chapman of 
Stonington, Mr. Chapman continued the publication with C. F. 
Tucker as editor until July 50th, 1875, when it passed into the 
hands of M. A. Bates, formerly of Bennet, Ils., as editor and pub- 
Hisher, On the 14th of January, 1876, it was discontinned, being 
then in its forty-third month, for the want of support, or as ex- 
pressed by the editor, “hereafter the Zadependent will be known as 
one of the things of the past.” The paper was a fowr page, twenty- 
cight column sheet. Jt was published in Morrison’s Brick, east 
side square, Taylorville. 


TUE FARMERS’ JOURNAL. 

The first issue of the Journad appeared March 2d, 1876. Tt was 
resurrected from the Jadependent. Messrs. Lewis & Brown were 
the editors and publishers. Neither of the parties were practical 
printers, and knew nothing of the mechanical part of a newspaper 


office. The enterprise was therefore to some extent a failure. The 
paper was continued as the Granger and Greenback organ. The 


ottice came into the possession of J. F. Warner on the 3ist of August, 
1876, with E. W. Anderson as cditor, After the Juwradl had been 
pablished one yearby Mr. Harner he changed the political tone and 
made it democratic, and it has remained so to the present. No 
changes haye taken place in the management or editorial depart- 
The Journal 
ative ix the best eyuipped for all purposes, in the county. Mr. 
Harner, as a printer, is perhaps more widely known than any other 
member of the craft in Hlinoix. Ilis artistic designs and wonder/ul 
ingenuity in bending and shaping brass rule, so as to create designs 
and figures typical of trades, professions, or business, have heen wide- 
ly copied both at homeand abroad, Tis skill has received flatter- 
ing recognition iu all parts of the country where artistic art is ap- 
preciated. The Journal is ably edited by Mr. E. W. Anderson. 
He is a gentleman of versatile talent, and a writer of recognized 
ability. Ile brings to the sanctum a highly cultivated mind, 
aided by long experience, extensive travel, and a close observation 


ment sinee it came into Mr. [farner’s possession. 


of men at home and abroad. 


PANA WEEKLY ARGUS 

Was organized and issned by Mr, A. W. Chabin upon his re- 
tirement from the Padludiion. The first number made its appear- 
ance March 15th, 1879. The first five numbers were printed in 
Shelbyville, Illinois, and brought to Paua and distribated. After 
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that time Col. J. A. Hayward, a capitalist, and one of Pana’s most 
enterprising men, purchased material and presses, and became joint 
owner with Mr. Chabinu. The office was established in Pana. The 
polities of the sirgas was demoeratic. The partnership of Chabin 
& Hayward continued until January Ist, when Col. Tayward 
beeaine sole proprietor and editor, He changed the politics of the 
paper, aud it is now republican in tone. Col, Wayward is yet young 
in journalism, but we have no doubt judging from the characteristic 
and yvigarous manner with which he steps into the sanctum, that ere 
long he will make the Argus one of the best newspapers in Central 
Thnvis. 

There have been several small papers and monthlics published at 
different times iu the county, Among these were :— 


TNE POST-OF FICE REGISTER. 
Pablished by E. C. Reece and printed at the office of the Gazette. 
Mr. E. P Sandersals> published a monthly called — 


THE CENTRAL HOMESTEAD. 

The first number appeared in February, 1878, and the last in No- 
vember of the same year. It was also priuted in the office of the 
Pune Gazette. 

CONCLUSION. 

The history of the press of Christian county has been briefly 
traced. There have been some trials and obstacles, and it has wit- 
nessed a few failures, but it is fairly representative of the business 
growth of the county. 

The influence and character of the press haye grown with the 
material wealth and intellectual growth of those they have repre- 
ssuted. No industry or business can show a wiuch better record, or 
less failures, or number more enthusiastic and paticnt workers, The 
number of newspaper enterprises organized and supported in the 
county, spenks well for the liberality of its citizeus, and it further 
shows the power and appreciation of printer's ink and editor’s pen 
when used for the intellectual advaveement of the people and the 
material wealth of the county. 


CU NEIVE 200 
THE COMMON SCIIOOLS, 


BY he W. ORR, COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT. 


© the present system of free schools may properly be 


-- a said tu have been inaugurated and entered upon. That 
Jb date proved to be the turning point in the history of 
Peer} Ulinvis. It is a fact that every person is a faetor in the 


State or society in which he or she lives. Our State, early reeog- 
nizing this fact, sought to provide liberal means and facilities tor 
the proper education of those into whose hands the affairs of state 
would soon pass. The influences growing out of the system of 
publie education inangurated at that tine, are worthy of the at- 
tention and critical study of the historian and philosopher. They 
have atlected not the average intelligence alone, but the character 
of every calling, and have developed advantages previously un- 
realized. 

The work of 1855 was not the beginning. The germ of the free 
school system had been planted long autcrior to this date, and by 
proper cultivation it bad grown to be a prolific system, The idea 
of making knowledge common reaches far beyoul the existence 
of Tllinvis as a separate territory. Article third of the ccle- 
brated ordinance of 1747 declared that “ knowledye is necessary to 


good government and the happiness uf mankind,” and enjoined 
that “schools and the means of education shall forever be en- 
couraged.” 

Paper manifestoes are not often dreaded ; the edicts of potentates 
selhilom survive the age in which they are deereed, and proclama- 
tions yarely have esistenee longer than that of the paper on which 
they may be written. They lose their efficiency or become inepcra- 
tive with the vicissitudes of time. This ordinance seems to be an 
exception. 1¢ heeame the nucleus of the grand system of education, 
the beuign influence of which is felt and recoznized in every hume 
and sphere of business in our State; and in 1887 the people of THi- 
nois whe will net reap bencfit from the iutluences of its declara- 
tions and injunctions, will be the exception—will be a blank in 
society, and but little above the serf. 

Some of the encouragement referred to in this document came in a 
material form in L818. The convention which framed the consti- 
tution under which the state was admitted, accepted in August of 
that year a proposition made by Congress in the ‘enabling aet” 
for this State, and made April [8th, appropriating section 16 in 
each township to the State for the use of the inhabitants of said 
township for school purp ses; also three-sixths of five per cent. of 
the proceeds of public lauds within the State sold by Congress after 
January Ist, 1819, should be appropriated by the legislature for the 
encouragement of learning. Oue-sixth of this amount was to he 
applied to a college or university, and thirty-six sections, or one 
entire township, with one previously reserved for that purpose, 
shoald be reserved for the use of a seminary of learning. These 
funds may be thus classified ; the State school fuud from the sales 
of public Iands, less one-sixth, which is the university fund; the 
seniinary tund, derived from the sale of seminary lands; the town- 
ship fund resulting from the sule of the sixteenth section. The 
Stdte school fund in 1876 amounted to $613,562.96. The seminary 
fand in the same year was $92858.72. The eollege fund in 1876 
was $156,615.52. The proceeds of the three per cent. fund were 
blended in 1855, and were increased by the addition of the surplus 
county funds in the hands of county commissioners. In 1836 was 
added to this, by act of Congress, the surplus revenue fund then in 
treasury, and the whole distributed among the states and loaned at 
six per cent. per annum interest. This fund to the State alone 
amounted to $355,502.52. The interest from these funds was to be 
distributed annually to the countics for sehool purposes. These 
funds under the control of the State, exclusive of the county fund, 
amount to 81,165,407 52. 

The most valuable donation from Congress for school purposes 
was the sixtecnth section of every towuship. In fractional town- 
ships not having this section, lauds equivalent to the amount 
were given for schoo] purposes. This donation amounted to 998.- 
449 acres. Properly managed the revenues derived from these 
lands would have released forever the people from local taxation 
for school purposes. These Jands were nearly all sold when there 
was but little demand for Jand. 

The proceed: of the sale of these lands were placed under the 


control of a board of trustees elected for each township, and were 
to be loaned, and the interest derived from them was to be used 
for the support of schools. Tn 1876 this © towuship tund” in the 
State amounted to S5,08S1,620.9L. In 1828 the legislature unani- 
monsly authorized the sale of these lands, and borrywed the money 
to detray the current expenses. But the retwns from these mag- 
Nificent gifts were too meager to support the schools, and taxes hac 
to be added. In 1855 a conpty fund was created by an act of the 
legislature, which provided that the teachers should not receive 
from the pubhe fund more than half the amount due them, and 
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that the snrplus should eonstitute the principal of the “ county 
fund,” which amounted to $548,285.79, 

In 1876 the common school fund was $1,915,695.27, yielding an 
annual interest of $90,821.69 The same year the township fund 
of the State was $5,081,629.91, vielding an Income on the amount 
loaned of 84,248.54. Tn 1855 the interest on school moneys bor- 
rowed by the State was first distributed to the counties. 

This distribution was based upon the number under twenty-one 
years of age, and one half of these funds was to be paid to teachers, 


and the remainder was to constitute a county fund forever as given 
above. The ageregnte of these funds in 1876 was over six and 
one-half millions of dollars, 

In 1824 the balance of the overflowed and swamp lands, after 
paying tor drainage and levees, was granted to the counties for 
edueational purposes. In 1895 all fines and penaltics Imposed in 
courts of records, and criminal forfeitures on bails were added to 
school-resources, and school-property was exempt trom taxation, 

The first free school system was adopted in 1525. In that year 
Governor Coles, in his message to the legislature, advised that pro- 
vision be made for the support of common schools. During the 
same session Senator Joseph Duncan, of Jackson county, introduced 
a bill to establish a system of free schools. The main points in this 


sehool-system were: 1. The schools were to be open to all classes 
af white citizens between the ages of five and twenty-one. 2. Per- 
sons over twenty-one years of age might be admitted on consent of 
the trustees and upon agrecd terms. 5. Districts off not Jess than 
fifteen families were to be formed on petition of a majority of the 
voters. +. Officers were to be elected and sworn in. 4. The legal 
voters at an annual mecting could levy a tax, In money or mer- 
chantable produce at cash value, not exceeding one-half of one per 
eent., subje t to a maximum limitation of ten dolkurs for one per- 
sun, 6. The state appropriated annually two dollars out of every 
one hundred received into the treasury. Five-sixths of this was 
added to the interest reccived from the school-fund, and the sun 
was apportioned to the counties according to the number of white 
children under twenty-one years of age, The counties distributed 
this among the districts; but no district was to receive any part of 
this fund unless it had sustained a school of three months for the 
year in which the distribution was made. This distribution was 
based on the report of the clerk of each county commissioners’ 
court, which was made to the scerctary of state, and contained an 
abstract of the reports made by the trustees of schools, giving the 
school-population, school-attendance, and expense attending this. 
This system of schools, designed as a meaus of affording an educa- 
tion for all the children within the state, was truly in advance of 
the times. It met with violent opposition from its numerous ene- 
mics. Opposition to taxation was great, and the legality of the 
appropriation from the state treasury was denied. Sv violent was 
this opposition that it beeame inoperative, and was virtually an- 
nulled by an act approved February 17th, 1827, which repealed 
the fifteen-family clause, made taxation for the full or half support 
of district schools optional with the voters of the district, and for- 
bade the taxation of any one for the support uf any free school 
without his or her written consent bad first been obtained, But 


neither legislation nor personal opposition could impede the growth 
nor destroy the germ of the free-school system. It was deeply 
rooted in the fertile soil of the public mind, and was fostered hy 
tlic true friends of education. Subsequent Jegislation had but little 
effect on the schools for a decade, when an act providing for the 
incorporation of the townships became a daw. It provided for a 
board of trustees who should have the superintendence of “the 
business and affairs of the township in relation to education and 


schools generally.” In this law appears the first requirement for a 
certificate of qualification from the township-trustees, before any 
teacher conld be paid out of the school-fuuds. Fora time it seemed 
that all the virtue of this system had departed, and so great was 
the educational darkness that prevailed that it might very properly 
be sail that Egypt included almost the whole state. But some 
energy and educational enterprise remained among those old citi- 
zens, and their fir-t object, after securing for themselyes a home, 
was to provide educational facilities for their children. 

Jn 1544 a “common-school convention” was held in Peoria. 
This assembly appointed John S. Wright, 11. M. Weed and Thomas 
Kilpatrick a committee to draft a memorial to the legislature on 
the subject of Common Schools, The paper drawn up by them 
was an able and exhaustive oue, and pleaded for a state superin- 
tendent with a salary of nine hundred dollars, and recommended 
local taxation for school-purposes, This movement among the 
teachers served to bring the matter before the legislature. In Feb- 
ruary, 155, an act was approved making the sceretary of state ez- 
officia state super tendent of common schools, and the county 
school-commissioncrs ex-officio county-superintendents, whose duty 
it should be to examine and license teachers. It also provided for 
Joeal taxation on a favorable majority vote. All the district-tax 
for schools in 1846-47 did not reach one mill on the one hundred 
dollars. The auditor, by this bill, distributed the interest on the 
school-funds in proportion to the number of children under twenty 
years of age In the county. 

This was then distributed to the districts by the county su- 
perintendent. This same aet made the qualifieations of teachers 
embrace a knowledge of reading, writing, arithmetic, geography, 
and history. But it required littke more than an clementary 
knowledge of these branches. Beeause of the excessive apathy 
among the people on educational matters, very little was done, 
Though living on the borders of civilization, they failed to recag- 
nise the fact that education is the distinguishing characteristic 
between civilized and savage society. The relations between an 
intelligent ploughman anda school-room were unreeognized, and 
scholars were not wanted in fronticr life. In 1847 the standard of 
qualification of teachers had to be lowered beeause of an insuffi- 
cient number of teachers to supply the schools. A certificate could 
be obtained for a knowledge of any one of the above-named 
branches. Schools were by uo means numerous eyen with this 
regulation. 

In [840 the standard of qualifieation was again raised to the 
former grade, The directors could grant special privileges as to 
any branch. This was something like the provisional certificate of 
1872-3, which authorized the directors to employ any one who it 
was thought might give general satisfaction, and absorb the public 
funds. Little did the average school officer then know of) the 
necessary and judicious discrimination as to the local needs in the 
chvice of a competent teacher, When we see employed first, in our 
public schools, the poorest teachers who are Hieensed by the county 
superintendent, we are made to feel that the same weakness pre- 
vails to some extent among them to-day. 

In this year local taxes for school purposes were changed from 
fiftven to twenty-five cents on the hundred dollars, except in incor- 
porated towns and cities, where fifty cents was the maximum, 

The rate of taxes was raised in 1857, to one dollar on a hundred, 
by a majority vote. The taxable property of the state was at this 
time one hundred mi}lions, which should have furnished a fuud of 
one million of dollars for school purposes; but the amount actually 
raised did not exceed $51,900. This shows to what extent inactiv- 
ity prevailed among the masses, and that the law was a dead letter. 
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The snpervision of schools was given to the district cfficers, who 
were often narrow-minded, and untit for directing school mctheds 
and school work. It soon beeame apparent that something more 
than this was needed, as the schools increased and the interest in 
them was growing, 

The spirit of progress had been aroused. The press took hold of 
the matter, and strong leaders urged the necessity of better schools. 
From the east and south came a better class of citizens, to make 
this eountry their home. They brought with them advanced ideas 
of cdueation, and urged its importance to the people here. 

Convocations met and discussed the question. These influences 
stirred the people up in their own interests. In 1854 the Jegisla- 
ture ercated the separate cffice of State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, with a salary of $1,500 per annum. The first state 
superintendent was to be appointed by the governor, and should 
hokd his cflice till his successor could be elected and qualitied, 

JIon. Ninian W. Edwards, appointed hy the governor as the tirst 
state superintendent under this act, had the honor of framing the 
bill for a Free Sehool System. It met with ready acceptance from 
the legislature, and took the form of Jaw February loth, 1855, 

It forbade the employment of a teacher for a publie school with- 
out a legal eertificate of qualification. It prescribed a state tax of 
two mills on the dollar, to be added annually to the six per ecnt. 
revenue from the school funds, and required that sehools should be 
kept in operation at least six months m each year. 

The system thus inaugurated—the first of which really made 
sehools free by providing for a sutticient state and local tax for their 
support—continucs substantially the state system to this day, with 
alterations in some details. While the new Jaw promised more 
vigorous action among the people, the seareity of competent teachers 
wag a serious trouble. Whence were they to come? What methods 
should be adopted to secure them? To imect this waut of efficient 
teachers and supply the inereased demand, the Northern Normal 
was establizhed in 1857. From this time the change in the grade 
of teachers beeame apparent. This demand for eompetent teachers 
increased beyond the supply so much, that the Southern Normal was 
established in 1869, for the especial “training of teachers for the 
public sehools of this State.” County Normal Schools were in the 
same year authorized “for the purpose of fitting teachers tor the 
common schools.” 

The vital principle of the present law is this: The property and 
wealth of the state, as well as the county, shall educate their 
youth. 

Many important ehanges in the school laws were made by the 
thirty-first general assembly. The Jaw as amended went into effect 
July Ist, 1879. It requires all school officers having the eare of 
school funds to strictly account for the same. The eounty supcrin- 
tendent must annually examine the books and accounts of each 
township treasurer. The school month is made to correspond with 
the ealendar month. To make legal contracts, teachers must have 
certificates at the time of making their eontract. 

Treasurers are elected for two vears, Graded schools in cities 
are placed under the control of Boards of Education instead of the 
city council. Efficient means for refunding indebtedness are 
provided. 

The corner-stone of our cdueational structure has been well laid, 
and firmly established in the appreciation of an intelligent people ; 
it advances gradually towards that perfection which will, no doubt, 
be attained by future generations, Older states, and European 
nations, view with admiration and study with delight our edueational 
system, anduow many of its branches are ingratted into theirs. 

Such is a rapid survey of the growth of the eommon schouls in 
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Illinois. They are the fruitage of a generation’s eonstant and 
Jaborious effort. 

The schools of Christian county have nobly performed their part 
toward the general advancement of the cause of education in the 
state. Laboring for many years under yery great disadvantages, 
without properly organized districts, with very inferior sehool 
buildings, the carly scttlers of the county struggled manfully to 
educate their children with the limited means afforded them. It 
was a custom among the first settlers of the county, (who usually 
located along the Jumber belts), when a few families became settled, 
to open a schoo] somewhere in the neighborhood. 
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Sometimes these schools were held ina room in some farmer’s 
house; but usually they were held in rude log buildings, with a 
fire-place occupying the most of one end of the house, a Jog sawed 
out of one side to furnish light and ventilation, and in many cases 
the only furniture eonsisted of rough puncheon benches, with a slab 


fastened to the wall for a writing-desk. The writer well remembers 
his first experience as a teaeher in Christian eounty, in a school- 
house very similar to the one described above, and located near the 
Ralston Bridge, in South Fork township. 

Many of the most substantial professional and business men of our 
eounty received their rudimentary education under these disadvan- 
tageous circumstanecs, 

The first school in the eounty of which we have any record, was 
taught by Elijah Ifanon in the winter of 1826-27, This school 
was taught two miles east of Taylorville, in a house that =tood on 
the land now owned by W. W. Hall. It was a log school-house of 
the deseription given aboye. In order ta convey an idea of the 
inconyenience under which the people at this early day labored, it 
may be stated that Daniel and Martin Miller attended this school, 
and resided with their father at what is known as the “ Elean Mill,” 
on South Fork, a distance of about fourteen miles. They would 
walk to school on Monday morning, and board until Friday even- 
ing with a family near the school-house, and again walk home. 
Danicl Miller was afterwards elected school eommissioner of the 
county. 

In 1837-2, Archibald MeCullough taught a school at the same 
place. Tle is said to have been a fine scholar. Robert White 
taught a school at Campbell's point in 1851-2. The schvol-house 
This is said to be 
the first house erected specially for a school-house in the county. 


was built on land owned by Joseph Matthews. 


In the same year Michael Archic taught a school in a house on 
his brother’s farm, on Buckhart creck, near where the Springfield 
and Decatur road erosses. 
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In 1832-3, Crostliwait taught a school in the house spoken of 
above on Hill’s farm. Le was a professional teacher, 

In 1834-5, the Tou. 1. M. Vandeveer taueht the first school in 
the extreme north part of the county. The building in which this 
school was taught, was located on Mosquito creck, on Jand then 
owned by oll Mr. Fleteber, now a part of the land owned by 
Moses Stafford, on the Decatur and Springfield road, 

The swariecs in the above cases ranged from cight to fifteen 
dollars per month. 

From such beginnings as these our schools have grown to their 
present fiir proportions. 

In 1846 we find the first report of the sebools of the county made 
hy Danicl Miller to Campbell Thompson, secretary of state and 
ex-otticio state sup’t of schools. The report is as follows: 


Wholemumberiofischoolsiy tle County s<.scvcsecccsecssacccosenevanene 6 
ef cs Scholars attending........ eeauncuauaaatensglsltaacrec yess te 1738 
ss af Children under twenty years of age... 1,256 


Whaele amount of finds for School purposes... cccccceeceeereeeees Sbo 03 


Averages paid Male Teachers per month... cceccceceesseneseecen ees S14 00 
fe er AT EMM CAG GTS ess ove coccesasacsaucersemnaeescacapyssgaee Sl) 00 


In 1878 the present county superintendent reported as follows: 
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Bcliolars attenine ys ceeseressssn«2 ee 

Whole amount af “State School? fund for the County et 06 
ss e Spell WistkietsSchial LiKe cesecsrsseees cere lees 

£ $$ of Principal of Town School Fand............ SO8,406 15 
Tstinitatend! -yllo eof sclindl eropentyrcar rcs: ccsecc0ceseegeceessne $140,725 00 
Average wages paid Male Teachers per month. S40 50 
G SS Oieninler iG plierisnaccss cacewsesaeecen cesar se S24 67 


The above rate of inerease in the number of schools is equalled 
by the quality and convenience of the present school buildings in 
the county. Commodious, well-ventilated and well-furnished school- 
houses may now he seen on all sides on our prairies, as well as along 
the timber lines; while the magnificent two and three-story schoul 
buildings that adorn our citics and towns attest the progressive 
intellizenee and refinement of the present generation, And it may 
sautcly be stated that the methods of teaching and the qualifications 
of teachers haye kept fairly abreast of the number and quality of 
the school buildings. 

Tt will be proper here to give a brief history of the cflorts that 
have been made in the county to assist and encourage teachers in a 
thorough preparation for their work. I refer to Teachers’ aAssovia- 
tions and Normal Institutes. 

In the Pune derald of January 4, 1858, a call was issued for a 
meeting uf “teachers and others interested in the cause of educa- 
tion,” to be held in Pana on the 29th and 30th days of January, 
Tsos8. This call was signed by E. B. Hartshorn, principal of the 
Pana Academy; M. 8. Beekwith, editor of the Teraid; IE. B. 
Hawley, RoW. Orr, W. D. Vermillion, Rev. W. C. Merritt and 
others. Tn response to this call a number of teachers and others 
assembled at the Presbyterian church in Pana, on Friday evening, 


January 20, 1855. aud efiveted a temporary organization by clcet- 
ing Dr. Thomas Finley president and O. O, Alexander secretary. 
Acnumbcr of names were enrolled, the necessary committees apr 
pointed, and addresses delivered by Mr. Gunning, of Hillsboro, 
and Rev. TL. C. Merritt, of Nosemond. On the next day a consti- 
tution was adopted, und a permanent organization effected by the 
election of Dr. TH. FP. O'Farrell, president, BL Tt. Hawley, vice- 
president, E. DB. lhartshorn, secretary, and Dr. Phomas Finley, 
treasurer. The executive committee consisted af Rev. WU. C. Mer- 
ritt, M.S. Beckwith and Mes. IL. 2. dlawley. These officers were 
to scrve for one year. 


T have been thus particular in describing the organization of this 
association as it was the first teachers’ organization ever made in 
the county. The name adopted for the organization was the 
“Christian County Teachers’ Association.” 

The second meeting of the association was held in Pana on the 
18th of March, 1858, at which much good was accomplished. This 
meeting was addressed by Simon Wright, State Avent, and Me. Mer- 
win, of Chieavo. 

The association held its third meeting at Taylorville, on the 20th 
of August, 1858. At this meeting the late Dr. Calvin Goudy took 
quite an netive part, as he always did in matters pertaining to the 
publie welfare. 

The fourth meeting of the association was held in Rosemond on 
the 16th of October, 1858. At this mecting the work was more of 
the nature of Institute work than formerly, and it was resolved to 
make the next mecting strictly Institute in its character. 

Qn the 17th day of December in the same year, another meeting 
was held at Rosemond., On the evening of this day an able edaca- 
tional address was delivered by the Hon. 8. W. Moulton. On the 
following day Richard Edwards, afterwards president of the State 
Normal University, delivered a scholarly address. 

The sixth and last meeting was held at Pana March 17th and 
18th, 1859, 

There was quite a large aceession to the membership at this 
meeting, and quite an interest manifested in the work. It ad- 
jeurned to meet at the eall of the executive committee. This call 
never was issued. Thus closed the labors of the first teachers’ or- 
ganization in the ecunty. 

No further efforts were made in this direction until 1870. On 
the 10th of January, of this year, Mr. W. F. Gorrell, then county 
superintendent of schools, organized the first regular normal insti- 
tute ever held in the county. This was also held at Pana. Iu 
addition to other instructors, Mr. Piper, of Towa, president Hd- 
wards, of state normal school, and other prominent edueators, de- 
livercd Icetures before the institute. This mecting lasted six days, 
and resulted in much good. 

The second session of this institute was held in Taylorville, com- 
mencing Aneust 7th, IS70, under the supervision of Superintendent 
Gorrell, This session lasted six weeks. The third meeting was 
held at Taylorville, commencing January Ist, 871. It lasted six 
days, aid was largely attended. The fourth mecting commenced 
on August Ist, and lasted six weeks, The fifth and last mecting, 
under the management of Superintendent Gorrell, was held in 
Taylorville, commencing on July 22d, 1872, and continued six 
weeks. Much good resulted to the cause of education in the coun- 
ty from these normal institutes. 

On the 3Ist day of August, 1874, another normal institute was 
organized in Taylorville, under the management of R. W. Orr, 
then county superintendent of schools, This mecting lasted six 
days. These institutes have been held annually, with one excep- 
tion, since that time. 

It has been the object of the superintendent to have the instrue- 
tion in these institutes largely perfornied hy home teachers. In 
this le has been ably seeondedt by the leading teachers of the 
county. Prominent among these I wish to mention J. Re Mdmonds, 
principal cast ward, Pana; LL. 8. [Eam, principal cast side school, 
Taylorville; 8. W Culp, principal Morrisonville school; W.C. 
Gritiith, formerly principal of the cast side school, Taylorville, and 
T. R. Lakin, of Backey prairie. 

In addition to these, many of the teachers in the country schools 
have come forward and ably performed the work assigned them in 
the way of class drill, essays, ete. In this connection IT wish also to 
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make special mention of the lady teachers of our county who haye 
nobly contributed to the snecess of these teachers’ mectings. 

Prominent educators from different parts of the state have alxo 
heen emploved to deliver lectures at each of these meetings. Of 
these I will mention ex-state superintendent, S. ML Etter; state 
superintendent, James P. Slade; Robert Allyn, president of the 
Southern Hlnois Normal, at Carboudale, and president Radford of 
Eurcka college. 

As an adjunct to the county institutes, local or township organi- 
zations have been kept up in most parts of the county during cach 
schoo] year. The result of these effurtg has been a marked im- 
provement in the standard of the qualification of our teachers. 

Christian county has also been fairly represented in the “State 
Normal University,” at Bloomington, showing that our people ap- 
preciate the advantages of a normal training. 

In the following list I show the names of partics who have at- 
tended from the county, together with the date of their enrollment 
at the university, so fur as I have been able to obtain them. If 
any are omitted it ison account of my inability to obtain their 
names. 


October 5th, 1857, Henrietta M. Pope; October 5.h, 1857, Henry 11. Pope; 
January 20th, 1858, Rufus Angel; January 20th, 1553, T. L. Bacon; Sep- 
tember 12th, 1859, Walter F. Locker; January 4th, 1360, Kate L. Bacon; 
April 7th, 1862, Thomas N. Lakin; Sejtember 8h, 1832, Charlotte Evans; 
September 11th, 1862, Sarah I. Worley; April 16th, 1863, Rebecea A. Rich- 
ardson; September 7th, 1803, Charles F. Goodrich; September Tth, 1863, 
Abraham J. Overholt; September 7ih, 1803, Stella Bowling ; September 7th, 
1868, William S Richardson; September 7th, 1863, D. Dwight Shamway ; 
April 4th, 1864, Franeis M. Hewett; September 10th, 1866, Emma A. 
Hawkes; April 8th, 1867, Mary L. Shaw; September 7th, 1563 Noi Goudy ; 
April 24th, 1870, William O. Robertson; September 12th, 1870, Robert W. 
Johnson; July dih, 1871, Ellen B. Travis; July 4th, i571, William F. Tra- 
vis; January 6th, IST], John W. Augor; September Ith, 1871, Rebecca 
May; September 11th, 1871, John 1. Conner; January 21, 1872, [arriett E. 
Baldwin; April 11th, 1s72, Mary E. Dunafon; April Sh, 1872, William T. 
Kelley; April Sth, 1872, Joseph W. Miller; September Tth, I872, Marrictt 
E. Lowe; January lst, 1873, T. F. Myres; January 1st, 1873. Meredith M. 
Myres; January Ist, 1875, Leon Casalett; January st, 1873, William J. 
Smith; September Sth, 1873, Clara Work; April 6th, 1874, Seabury J. Den- 
nis; September lth, 1874, Gilbert If. Sallee; Jannary 4ih, 1875, Alice L. 
De Garmo; April 12th, 1875, Joseph Wastings; April 12:h, 1875, Edwin EF. 
Rosenbery ; September 6th, 1875, William II. Johnson; January 4th, 1876, 
Myra A, Compton; September fth, 1876, Mary L. Davis; September 4th, 
1876, Aliee Shafer; September 4th, 1576, lsase J. Jolinson; April 2d, 1577, 
C. W. Stites; Miss Mary L. Parsons. 

The following are the names of teachers who attended the State 
Normal from other counties but who have since taught in this 
county: W. ©. Griffith, D. ML Gibhs, Julia Gibbs, TH. C. Beans, 
C. IT Andrews, and Miss Alpha Watts. 

The importance of a normal training for teachers has been 
clearly shown in the work of the above named teachers in our 
county. 

The first County School Commissioners (as they were then called), 
were appointed by the County Commissioncrs’ Court. 

The following is a list of names of schonl commissioners, and 
county superintendents, in the order of their appointment and 
election: 


If. M. Vandeveer, appointed May 16, 1839; John W. Wheat, elected Aug. 
2, IS41; Thos. 8. Leachman, Aug. 7, 1843; Daniel Miller, Aug. 4, 1845; 
James C. Morrison, Aug. 2. 1847; James C. Morrison, Nov. 6, 1840; James 
C. Marrison, Nov. 4,1851; Richard Sparks, Nov. 8,153; Jesse anon, Nov. 
7, 1855; 8. 8. Cisna, Nov. 3, 1857; 5.8. Cisna, Nov. 4, Is6); James A. Ryan, 
Noy. 5, 1863; A. McCaskill, Nov. 7, 1865: W. FP. Gorrell, Nov. 2, 1869; 2. 
W. Orr, Nov. 4, 1878; R. W. Orr, Nov. 6, 1877, and present inennibent. 


The Board of Supervisors has already authorized the county 


superintendent to visit each of the schools of the county at least 
onee in each year, which has added much to the cfficiency of their 
work. 

The following is a list of the present township treasurers in the 
county. 

W. D. Coffinan, T. 15, N, 1 W; A. UL. Augar, T. 15, N, 1 W; J. B. Gordon, 
T. 14, N, 1 E; George Wree, T. 16, N, 1 W; John W. Shiake, T. 12, N, 3 W; 
Daniel Waters, T.15, N,3 W: Jolin Eldredge, T. 14, N,4 W; Iverson Stokes, 
T. 14 N, 3 W; J.C. Clower, T. 12, N,4 W; John Achinbach, T, 13, N, #3 W; 
Enoch Flemming, T.12, N,2 W; John A. Bridge, T. 12, N, 1 £; James S:an- 
ford, Do Wp Nos We C.D Burdick, V213, Ny 1 de Ne Ts Leeper, T. 12, N, 
I W; Martin Brown, T. 11, N, £ Wy: TS. Dodge, T.11, N, 1 W; 0. Z lons- 
les ae 16, aN, 2 Wea Weber, 0. Pos, ft We Gale Tedd) Pee Ne Ts 
Malham Tals 2 Wi alin We Alter Dol Ne Wied Mabon de a 
Ne wWeollenry irks belt No 2 Ve 

In a few of the above townships, where they are situated in two 
enunties, the treasurers reside in that part of the township lying 
outside of Christian county, 

Thus I have briefly sketched the history of the schools of Chris- 
tian county. Supplied as the county now is with excellent and 
well furnished school-buildings, thoroughly trained and efficient 
tenchers, an intelligent and liberal class of citizens, the future edu- 
eational proxpects of the county are bright and encouraging. 

The improvement in school furniture has kept pace with the 
change in the kind of school-houres. Foremost among the manu- 
facturers of school, cfhee and church furniture of the United 
States is the firm of A. IL Andrews & Co., 195 aud 197 Wabash 
Avenue, Chicago. 

For the benefit of patrons of this work, cuts are inserted ex- 
hibiting more clearly than words can express, the beauty, conve- 
nience and durability of the modern styles of school furniture. 


ONLY FIFTEEN INCUES FROM TIE EYE To THE LOOK. 


“1" shows the lid turned up for the Book-Easel, 
earreg © position for the Tid asa Writy Desk. 
a a Se “ when Desk 13 used as a Settee. 
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Simply as an industrial establishment, the manufactory of A. H. 
Andrews & Co. is one of the most successful and enterprising in 
the cntire west. Their names have literally become a household 
word, not only throughout the length and breadth of this country, 
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bat also in many forcien lands, wherever comfort in the school- 
room Is considered a neeessary adjunct to facilitate study. 

They have done much for the cause of edueation by beautify- 
ing and rendering attractive the school-rooms of the country, and 
in providing for the physical comfort and bodily rest of the pupils. 

In this special field, Mi. A. TE. Andrews, the senior member of 
the finn, has always been an cnthusiast, and to-day liundreds of 
pupils are reaping the full benetit of this enthusiasm; while hun- 
dreds of thousands, who have finished their school course, look 
hack upon the school-rooms furnished with luxuriously casy seats, 
convenient and comfortable desks, ax the pleasant accompaniments 
of theiy school-lite, that it will always be a joy to remember, And 
the house of A. HI. Andrews & Co, were the pioneers in this elabo- 
rate and beautiful style of school-house furniture. That they have 
Imitators and copyists is not strange—business success in any line 
will always attract competition and attempted imitation. 


TUE TRIUMPH SCHOOL DESK. 


The patent dovetailed “ Triumph” 
desk is the most perfect in its propor- 
tions, and much the strongest and most 
endurable school-desk made. The sent 
and back are so curved as to enable 
the pupil to maintain an erect and 
healthful posture, and to perform his 
work with ease and eomfort unknown 
in the use of chatr-desks, or even in 
the most of the folding-seat desks. By 
the improved method of construction, 
the “dovetail” process, and the nse 
of steel wire rods inserted into the slat- 
like continuous dowels (see cut of desk 


in process of setting up), a degree of ROYELUTBA PA LGLSA SSID DSS LOCKED, 
Showing Desk aud Seat oceupy- 
ting only 10 laches space. 


firmness, strength and durability is 
obtained that is not equalled or ap- 
proached by any other method, and which more than doubles its 
value, 

The following cut illustrates another style much used. The seat 
and back is the same as described above. The end of the desk is 
open instead of having a lid as the “Triumph.” 


Boards of directors or persons wishing school or offiee furniture 
may be sure of finding what they uced, at fair prices, at the great 
establishment of this firm in Chicago. 
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JEPORE centering into detail of the causes and results of the 
Black Hawk war, we give our readers a brief xketeh 
of the eelebrated warrior, who figured so conspicuously 
in those sanguinary campaigns, Macuta Mahieatah, 
is the Indian name for Black Ilawk. We was born in 
the Sauk village in the year 1767, and was an Indian of vonsidera- 
ble talent and sagacity, shrewd, and eloquent in council; he, how- 
ever, deported himself in that demure, grave and formal manner 
incident to almost all Indians, It is said he possessed a mind of 
more than ordinary strength, but slow and plodding in its operations. 
Tn comparison he could not be classed with the great Indian char- 
acters, such as Philip, Brant, Logan, Tecumseh, and such illustri- 
ous men. By the portraits of him now extant, the reader of ehar- 
acter will readily observe in his large, high forehead and the lines 
worn hy care in his face, massive jaws and compressed lips, a char- 
acter indicative of more than ordinary ability. [is ambition was 
to distinguish himsclfas a great warrior; yet he was mercifal to 
the weak, the womeu and children. The only road for an Indian 
to distinguish himself and become a great man, is in war. So soon 
as he kills an enemy he may paint on his blanket a bloody hand, 
which will entitle him to a seat in the eouneils, In 1810 and 1811 
Black-Tawk and comrades were “ nursing their wrath to keep it 
warin,” against the whites. A party of Saes, by invitation, went to 
see the prophet at Tippecanoe. They returned more angry against 
the Americans. A party of Winnebagocs had massacred some 
whites, which excited for murder the Sac band headed by Black- 
Hawk. A part of his band and some Winnebagoes attacked Fort 
Madison in 1811, but were repulsed. Black-lawk headed the Sues 
in this attack. 

In 1812 emissaries from the British arrived at Rock Island 
with goods, and seeured Black-Hawk with five hundred warriors to 
go with Col. Dixon to Canada. When they reached Green Buy 
there were assembled there hands of the Ottowas, Pottawatomies, 
Winnebagoes and Wickapoos, under the command of Col. Dixon. 
Black-Hawk and band participated in the battles of River Raisin, 
the Lower Sandusky, and other places, but getting dissatisfied with 
the hard fighting and small amount of spoils, he, and twenty com- 
rades, left for the Sauk village at Rock Island, where he remained 
for many years at peace, with the cxeeption of a small battle on the 
Quiver River settlement in Missouri, in the presents limits of St. 
Charles County, where one white man and an Indian were killed. 

The principal cause of the Indian troubles in 781-32, better 
known as the Black-Hawk war, was the determination of Black- 
Hawk and his band to remain in their ancient village, located on 
Rock River, not far from its junetion with the Mississippi. The goy- 
ernment haying some time previously, by various treaties, purelias- 
ed the village and the whole eountry from the Sac and Fox tribe of 
Indians, had some of these Jands surveyed, and in 1828 some of the 
lands in and around the ancient village were sold; the collision 
between the two races for the possession of the property produced 
the first disturbance between the Indians and the government. 
Seeing that war was inevitable the Goyernor of Hlinois made a call 
on the militia of the State for seven hundred men on the 26th of 
May, 1851, and appointed Beardstown, on the Hlinvis river, as the 
place of rendezvous. The call was responded to with that prompt- 
ness characteristic of the early pioneers of this State. Their habits 
of life were such that all were familiar with the rifle. After march- 
ing eight days, the mounted militia reached a point a few miles 
below the Sye village on the Mississippi, where they joined the 


rT) 


HITSTORNV TOR CHIMSTIIN COUNTY, LLLENOLS. 


United States forees under Gen. Gaines, and encamped in the even- 
ing. The next morning the forces marehed up to an Indian town 
prepared to give the enemy battle; but in the night the Indians: 
had excaped and crossed the Mississippi. This ended Black-Hawk’s 
bravado and his determination to die in his ancient village. The 
number of warriors under his command was estimated at from four 
to six hundred men. Black-Wawk and his band landed on the 
west side of the Mississippi, a few miles below Rock Island and there 
camped. “Gen. Gaines sent a peremptory order to him and his 
warriors that if he and his men did not come to Rock Island and 
make a treaty of peace, he would march his troops and give him 
battle at once. * * * * Tn a few days Black-IIawk and the 
chiefs and head men to the number of twenty-eight, appeared in 
Fort Armstrong, and on the 30th of June, 1351, in full couneil with 
Gen. Gaines and Governor John Reynolds, signed a treaty of 
peace.” 
THE BLACK-IIAWK WAR IN 1832. 


During the winter of ’51-’32 rumors were rife that Black-Hawk 
and his band were dissatisfied, restless, and preparing for mischief: 
A chief of the Winnebago Indians who had a village on Rock river, 
some thirty miles above its confluence with the Mississippi, joined 
Black-Iawk, who was located on the west bank of the Father of 
Waters. The ehief had great influence with Black-Iawk and his 
band. He made them believe that all the tribes on Noek river 
would join them, and that together they could bid defiance to the 
whites. By this unwise counsel Dlack-Hawk resolved to re eross 
the river, which he did in the winter of 1832.) That move proved 
to be their destruction. Through his influenee and zeal Black- 
Hawk encouraged many of the Saez and Foxes to join him at the 
head of his determined warriors. “Ile first assembled them at old 
Fort Madison on the Mississippi; subsequently, marched them up 
the river to the Yellow Banks, where he pitched his tent April 6th, 
1832. This armed array of savages soon alarmed the settlers, and 
a general panic spread through the whole frontier, from the Missis- 
sippi to Lake Michigan. Many settlers in terror abandoned their 
homes and faring, and the Governor decided, on the 16th of April, 
to call out a large number of volunteers to operate in conjunetion 
with Gen. Atkinson, who was in command of the regular forces at 
Noek Island. The Governor ordered the troops to rendezvous at 
Beardstown on the 22d of April. 

Among those who enlisted from Christian county, were Samuel 
Wrvdiek, John 8. Sinnct, Martin Hanon, Jake Gragg, Jesse Gragg, 
John Baker. Shadrack J. Campbell was a soldier of the war of 
1812, and also was a volunteer in the Black-Tlawk war, in the 
eampaign of 1832. 

The force marched to the mouth of Rock river, where Gen. 
Atkinson received the volunteers into the United States service and 
assumed command. Black-Hawk and his warriors were still up on 
the Rock river. 

The army under Atkinson commenced its march up the river on 
the 9th of May. Gov. Reynolds, the gallant “Old Ranger,” 
remained with the army, and the President recognized him as a 
Major-General, and he was paid accordingly. His presence did 
much toward harmonizing and eonciliating those jealousies which 
generally exist between volunteers and regular troops. Major John 
A. Wakefield and Col. Ewing aeted az spices for a time in the eam- 
paign of °32, to discover the location of the enemy, if possible. A 
Mr. Kinney acted as guide for them; he understood the Sac dialect. 
On the 14th of May, 1852, Major Stillman’s command had a sort 
of running battle with the Indians at or near what is now known 
as Stillman’s Run, a small, sluggish stream; in the engagement 
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eleven white men and cight Iudians were killed. Blaek-Hawk and 
his warriors fought with the spirit born of desperation. Black- 
Tlawk says in his book that he tried at Stillman‘s Run to call bae' 
his warriors, as he thought the whites were making a sham retreut 
in order to draw him into an ambuscade of the whole army ponder 
Gen. Whiteside. The hasty retreat and rout of Stillman and his 
army, Was ina measure demoralizing to the entire force ; undoubt- 
edly the cause of the defeat was a lack of discipline. When Gov. 
Reynolds learned of the disaster of Major Stillman, he at onee 
ordered out two thousand ad litional volunteers. With that promp- 
titude characteristic of the old “ War Governor,’ he wrote out by’ 
eandle-light on the evening of Stillman’s defeat, the order for the 
additional troops, and by daylight dispatched John Ewing, Robert 
Blaekwell and John A. Wakefield, to distribute the order to the 
various counties. The volunteers again promptly responded. On the 
10th of July the army disbanded for want of provisions. Gen. 
Seott arrived soon after with a large foree at the post of Chicago, 
to effect if possible a treaty with the Indians, Small detachments 
of Black-Hawk’s warriors would persistently bang on the outskirts 
of the main body of the army, thieve and plunder, and pounce upon 
and kill the lonely sentinel or straggling soldicr. On the 15th of 
July, the soldiers were reviewed, and those incapable of duty were 
discharged and returned home.  TPoquette, a half:breed, and a 
Winnebago chief, the “ White Pawnee,” were selected for guides to 
the camp of Black-Hawk and band. Several battles and skirmishes 
oeeurred with the enemy, the principal of which was on the hanks 
of the Mississippi, where the warriors fought with great desperation ; 
over one hnudred and fifty were killed in the engagement and large 
numbers drowned in attempting to swim the river. After the battle 
the volunteers were marched to Dixon, where they were discharged. 
This ended the campaign and the Black-ITawk war. At the battle 
of the Bad Axe, Black-Hawk and some of his warriors eseaped the 
Americans, and went up the Wisconsin River, but subsequently 
Fort Armstrong on Rock Island, was the 
place appointed where a treaty would be made with the Indians, 
but betore it was eflected that dreadful scourge, the cholera of 722, 
visited not only the regular army, depleting its ranks far more 
rapidly than the balls of the Indians had done, but it also sought 
out Its many victims iv the dusky bands of the Black-Hawk tribe. 

On the 15th September, 1852, a treaty was made with the Winne- 
They sold out all their lands in Tilinois and all 
south of the Wiseonsin Liver and west of Green Bay, and the goy- 
ernment gave them a large district of country west of the Missis- 
sippi and ten thousand dollars a vear for seven years, hesides pro- 
viding free sehools for their ehildren fur twenty years, oxen, agri- 
cultural implements, etc., ete. 

September 21st, 1852, a treaty was made with the Sae and Fox 
tribes, on whieh they ceded to the United States the tract of country 
out of which a few years afterwards the State of Iowa was formed. 
Tu consideration of the above cession of lands, the government gave 
them an annuity of twenty thousand dollars for thirty years, forty 
kegs of tobacco and forty barrels of salt, more gun-smiths, 
blacksmith shop, ete., ete., six thousand bushels of corn for imme- 
diate support, mostly intended for the Black-Hawk band. 

The treaties above mentioned terminated favorably, and the se- 
curity resulting therefrom gaye a new and rapid impetus to the de- 
velopment of the state, and now enterprixing towns and villages, 
and beautiful farms adorn the rich and alluvial prairies that be- 
fore were only desecrated by the will bands who inhabited them. 


surrendered himself. 


bago Tndians. 


THE MEXICAN WAR. 


Jn the war with Mexico in 1846-47, IHinois furnished six regi- 
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ments of men as follows: First regiment, commanded by Col. Jolin 
J. Hardin; Sceond regiment, commanded by Col William 11. Bis- 
sell; Third regiment, commanded by Col. Ferris Forman; Fourth 
regiment, conmanded by Col, Edward D. Baker; Filth regiment, 
commanded by Col. James Collins; sixth regiment, commanded by 
Col. Edward W. Newhy. 

As the records have not yet been transcribed from the War De- 
partment at Washington, we have had to rely solely on the facts 
furnished by those now living in the county who served im the 
war. 

This county had no regular organization in that war, but had 
several voluutcers, who enlisted in other regiments. A0 company 
was raised and reported by its captain, 11. M. Vandeveer, but it 
was not accepted, as the companics and regiments were all organ- 
ized. Several of her sons, however, entered the ranks and did good 
service for their country in helping forward the eause in which they 
wore enlisted. HF Vandeveer beeame assistant quartermaster, 
with the rank of captain. Ile was at the battle of Buena Vista, on 
Gen, Wools stait, and bore Gen, Taylor's famous dispateh, “A 
little more grape, Capt. Binge.” Among those who went te that 
war from this county (and some others who sre wow residents of 
this county), may be meutioncd Dial Davis, John Sanders, and 
Wesley White, who enlisted in the Fourth regiment, company C, 
commanded by Capt. sane C. Pugh ; George Horworth, enlisted in 
company A, sume regiment; Christopher C. Holler, enlisted) in 
company EE, Fourth regiment; [eury Sanders and J. W. Wise in 
Capt. Roberts’ company; A. 1’. Miller, enlisted in Capt. Ifurt's 
company; others were Reuben Wilkinson, Joseph Wydick, Henry 
Sharp, John Sharp, Pletcher Maines, James C, Christian, Henry 
Ferguson, John Craig. 


THE WAR FOR THE UNION, 
FROM DATA, BY THE LATE DR. CALVIN GOUDY, 

The war of the rebellion commenced with the firing on Port 
Bumter, in April, 1861; and ended with the surrender of Cen, 
Lee and his army to Gen. Grant, near Richniond, Va, on the th 
of April, 1865. The war over, at once the reduction of the army 
began. INinois had in the field 156 regiments of infantry ; seven- 
teen reviments of eavulry; and two regiments of light artillery. 
The total aggregate force in the field was, in infantry, 185,941; 
cavalry, 32,082; artillery, 7,277—making a grand total of 225,300 
men, .\pprehensions were expressed by many that the dishand- 
ment of so many soldiers among the people, fresh from the army, 
and the withdrawal of all military iestraint and control over them, 
would be productive of disorder, misrale and erime, to an unprece- 
dented degree in the country. 


3ut time has shown that all such 
anticipations and fears were groundless; for with a wonderful ra- 
pidity, these vast armies of the Union melted away and returned 
to their varied peaceful pursuits in civil Hfe; and the “legions that 
a few years ago, in number, in solidity, discipline and proof, were 
without antetype in the world’s history, may to-day be found in the 
work-shop, at the bench, in the husy marts of trade, in the manu- 
factories, and on the farm; and their members have manifested to 
the world, that as citizens at home, they know as well how to 
respect the uation’s laws, as they know how to vindicate them in 
the field against armed rebellion or invading forces.” 


DRAFT. 

At first it was determined to rely upon the spontaneous moye- 
ment of the people to furnish the uceessary quotas of soldiers by 
volunteering ; but this was fuand inadequate; and the magnitude 
of the contest made it neccessary to resort to the drafi. This was 


very unpopular and distasteful to the people. Every appliance was 
made to evade it. Desertions were not unfrequent. But the strong 
The draft was 
based on the census of £860. Christian county bad a population of 
10,475. Several enrolments were made, The first, in 1563, showed 
a force of 2,159 persons subject to military duty in this eouuty 5 ¢ 
second enrollment, in 1864. showed 2,512 nen. The latter enroll- 
ment was viewed with distrust, and looked upon as excessive, inas- 
much as it exhibited a marked inerease, when, during the same 
time, the county had been depleted of large nembers who had 
already entered the service. The officers in charge of the duty, 
acting under instructions, took in all classes, between the ages of 21 
and 45; the blind, the halt, and the Jame, without regard to their 
manifest unfitness for military duty; thus putting them to unneces- 


arm of the Government enforced the measure. 


sary trouble and expense to be excused. A revised enrolment was 
demanded and made January Ist, 1865, which reduced the number 
to 1,532 men. 

President Lincoln ealled for 800,000 men, Octuber tSth, 1863 ; 
for 500,000, February 1st, 1864; for 200,000, March 4th, 1864; for 
500,000, July 18th, 1864; for 300,000, December 19th, 1864—in 
wh 1,800,000, 9 Whnois’ quota 177,747. Christian eounty’s quota 
1,449—raised by volunteers and draft, 1,369—leaving a deficit of 
50, when the war closed, and recruiting ceased by order of the See- 
retary of War, under date of Apri] 15th, 1865. 

The first draft was ordcrcd to be made Sept. 19th, 1864, in the 
several precincts in the county, where the quota had not been 
filled by voluntecrs, Silas Chadwick and James M. Crabh were 
among the conscripted from the Taylorville Precinct, Silas Chad- 
wick was killed soon after at the battle of Franklin, Tennessce, 
and James Mo Crabb furuished a substitute at a cost of $500, paid 
by himself. The county did not come to the relicf of those first 
drafted, but reseryed its charity for the benetit of those taken in 
the second draft, at Jacksonville, under the call of Dee. 19th, [864. 
The course adopted was manifest injustice to those first drafted. 
AH drafted men, in the county, should have shared alike in its 
benefits. 

The quota of Christian county, under the cal] of Dee. 19th, 1864, 
was 257, apportioned to the precincts as follows: 


SUL. DIST'S. PRECINCTS. QUOTAS. SUB.DIST'S. PRECINETS. — QUOTAS. 
No. 19.....Buckhart ... 33. | No. 26......-Taytorvitle. bl. 
1020) fesene SOLID ELON <5. 18. Sodas me, NMS 
Ob ivicte PAO Acscevameeuseraae Eos 98 woe. Upper Bear Creek 12. 

ee a eee North Forg....... 42. © 2) .e.Lower Suuth Fork 16. 

23 eee Tacusa (assumption) 19. Lass [tinny Locust... aera. — fk 


sal 


Doin 


..Ruosenoni., a ih 
«Lower Bear Creek 19. 
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The county court, in special session, Feb. 20th, 1865, adopted 
measures looking to the relicf of the 207 conscripted men of this 
eounty. They ordered a tax of $2.50 on the one hundred dollars’ 
worth of taxable pruperty of the couuty, and directed a bouuty of 
$550 to he paid to any volunteer or dratted man until the quota 
of the county was filled. The bonds were issued in March payable 
in one year. The war closed, and all recruiting was ordered by 
the war department to be suspended on April 15th, 1865. But 
149 bonds had heen issued, aggregating a cost to the county of 
$52,150, and interest, $3,215. The publie mind was restive about 
the bonds. The county cuurt, at their December term, 1865, ap- 
pointed H. M. Vandeveer and Jas. C. Morrison as agents to exam- 
ine the records, and aseertain the number of men furnished by this 
county, who would Jegally be entitled to the war bonds. When 
Kichmond fell on the first of April, 1865, not a bond had gone out 
of the office of the county clerk. Prominent men of the county 


urged the withholding of the bonds for a few days, to sce the issue 
of events. But it was not heeded. Those in charge of the matter 
at Jacksonville manaed, in the course of ten days, to throw out 
149 war-bonds, and burden the county, at their maturity, with a 
debt of $97,365. These agents were appointed to probe the mattcr 
to its bottom. They reported to the court, that “they lad made 
some progress in regard to the number of bonds issued, but they 
encountered difficulties at Springfield, as Col. Oakes had packed 
up the papers to send to the war-department, but proffered all the 
aid he could furnish in the premises.” A tas was levied by the 
county court, and the bonds paid off at maturity in 1866, without 
the citizens scemingly feeling it. 


SOLDIERS’ AID SOCTETY, 

A society, under this caption, was organized by the ladies of 
Taylorville. Its object was to furnish mittens, socks and articles 
for the hospital, for the use, benefit and comfort of the *sodyer-boys 
gone to the wars,” from this portion of the county. Their object 
was laudable; and it was very natural for a mother’s heart to feel 
for her boy as the cold, bleak days of winter began to approach. 
How cold would be his hands as he bore his musket along in the 
weary marches of the day. They held their mecting: frequently, 
and entered on their work with commendable zeal, and soou had a 
box of these necessary articles prepared and scnt forward to the 
front. The “boys in blue” were then camped at Rolla, Mo., and 
were glad to think they were held in dear remembrance at home; 
but the U.S. Commissary had anticipated the ladies in furnishing 
these comforts. 

The officers of the society were Mrs. Dr. Goudy, President ; Mrs. 
W. WW. Anderson, Vice President; Mrs Dr. Rockwell, Secretary; 
Mrs. W. A. Goodrich, Treasurer; and Uattie Goodrich, Mrs. Maj. 
Shumway and Mrs Paden, Directresses. 


FOURTEENTH INFANTRY. 


This regiment was organized under the call of May Toth, 1861, 
and was mustered into the U.S. service for three years at Jackson- 
ville, I] ,on the 25th of May, 1861. It remained at Camp Dunean, 
Jacksonville, until the latter part of June for instruction, when it 
moved to Quincy, and thence to Missouri, July Sth, where it did 
good service. It left Rolla, Mo., for Jefferson City, under Gen, 
Fremont, ou his memorable campaign to Springficld, Mo, after 
Gen. Price, and went into winter-quarters at Otterville. In Feb- 
ruary, 1862, it was ordered to Fort Donaldson, and arrived the 
day after its snrrender, and was placed in Gen, S. A, Hurlburt’s 
brigade. Col. Palmer was promoted to brigadier-general, and 
Major Tall was made colonel. [t was in the sanguinary engage- 
ments of the 6th and 7th of April, 1861, when the regiment first 
smelt gunpowder from the enemy. Here it lost half its number. 
The colors had forty-two bullet-holes through them, which attest 
the dangers and gallantry of the command. It was in the Jast 
grand charge, in the advance, led by Col. Hall, on the evening of 
the 7th of April, that Gen. Veatch, in his official report, says: 
“Col. Hall, of the 14th Illinois, led his regiment in that gallant 
charge on Monday evening, which drove the enemy beyond our 
lines, and closed the struggle of that memorable day.” 

The regiment took an active part in the siege of Corinth. After 
the evacuation, it proceeded to Memphix, and thence to Bolivia, 
Tenn. It wasin an eight hours’ fight on the Hatchie river, and 
went into winter-quarters, 1862-3, at Lafayette, Tenn. Early in 
the spring it was ordered to Vicksburg, where it took part in the 
siege of that stronghold, until its final fall on the 4th of July, 1865. 
It was at the siege ot Jackson, Miss. In August if moved to 
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Natchez, and from thenee, across the swamps of northern Louisiana 
to Harrisonville, on the Wachita river; captured Fort Beauregard, 
and aceompanied Gen. Sherman on his raid on Meridian, Miss. 
after its return, a large portion re-enlisted as veterans, their time 
being nearly out. The veterans were furlonghed, and many re- 
turned home. On their return they furmed part of the army in 
advance on Atlanta. Dlere the 14th and fAth THinois, who were 
together since the tall of 1862, sharers of cach other's sorrows and 
joys, weary marches and honorably-earned laurels, were consoli- 
dated into the 


l4tn AND 15TU ILLINOIS VETERAN BATTALION. 


Tu October, 1864, rebel Gen. Hood attacked Gen. Sherman’s 
rear forces, guarding the railroad, when a large number of the bat- 
talion were killed, and the major part of the balance were taken 
prisoners and sent to .Andersunyille prison. Those who escaped 
capture were mounted and acted as scouts on Gen. Sherman’s grand 
march through Georgia to the sea, and were at the battle of Ben- 
tonville, N.C. 

At Goldsboro, N. C., in the spring of 1865, the battalion organi- 
zation was discontinued; and seven one-year companics, new re- 
cruits, were assigned March, 1565, from the north to fil up the two 
reginents. Col. Hall was again assigned to the command of the 
14th regiment. It was in the grand reyiew of Sherman's army at 
Washington City, May 24th, 1865, ft then proceeded, by rail and 
river, to Louisville, Ky.; thence, by river, to Fort Leavenworth, 
IXansas; thence marched to Fort Kearney, and hack. Jt was 
musterel out at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, Sept. 16th, 1865, 
arriving at Springtield, Ulinois, Sept. 22d, 1865, where it reccived 
final payment and discharge. The commanding officer at the close 
of service was Brevet Brig. Gen. Cyrus Hall, and the aggregate 
strength since organization 2,015. 

The aggregate number of men who belonged to the 14th regi- 
ment was 1,950; and the aggregate mustered out, at Fort Leaven- 
worth, was 480, 

Doring its four years and four months of arduous service, the 
regiment marched 4,490 miles, traveled by rail 2,580 miles, and 
by river 4,490 miles—making an aggregate of 11,960 mites. 

Tn this regiment was Company UH, trom Christian county, com- 
manded by Capt. Andrew Simpson, who was wounded at Pittsburg 
Landing, in the battles of the 6th and 7th of April, 1862—and in 
consequence therevt, resigned Ovteber 4th, 1862. This company 
participated in all the hardships and battles before described. 

The company was organized, under many adverse circumstances, 
after the fall of Fort Sumter. It was then styled “ The Christian 
Union Guards.” 

The Independent Press, of April 19th, 1861, says of it: “Tmmediately 
upon the receipt of Gov. Yates’ proclamation, calling out six regiments 
of volunteers, several chivalric young men of Taylorville, inspired with 
patriotic ardor, promptly set abont forming a light infantry corps; and, 


upon the fact becoming known about town, the annexed candidates for 
martial glory came forward aud signed the muster roll: 


John W. Itartley, 
Silas B. Root, 
Reuben A. Beard, 
John G. Taines, 
A. F. Barnes, 


Andrew Simpson, 
Edward Percy, 

John Durbin (Biscuit), 
Robert BE. Doyle, 

John McKeuzie, 

DR Jay, 


“Mr, John W. Wartley is acting as a recruiting officer during the ab- 
sence of Mr. Simpson, who has gone to Springfield, to see Gov. Yates 
on matters pertaining to the organization of the company. On Mr. Simp- 
son’s return, Mr. MWarttey assures us the Light Infantry Corps will have a 
‘grand rally.’ ” 
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Ome of the men who signed the eall was not in sympathy with 
the cause, and probably did it in burlesque, as will appear from 
the following published in the Press of the same date: 


‘CA CARD TO THE CHRISTIAN PUBLIC.” 

“Vy, Editor: To put myself right before the world, I deem it dne 
alike to my character as a man, and my standing as a Democrat and a 
patriot, to state that 1 signed the muster roll of the Light Infantry Com- 
pany, now forming at Taylorville, only conditionally. I will state my 
conditions, and leave it tu impartial posterity to pronounce me ‘sound 
npon the goose?’ 

Ist. I will not join the army of Coercion, if Dick Yates arroints the 


officers. 
2d. I will join, if the members of the company are allowed the privi- 
lege of electing their own otflcers—company and regimental. 


3d. I will continue with the company,‘ fur and during the war’—pro- 
vided Tam elected Captain. 

4th. If} am not elected Captain of the company, Tl see ‘ the Institu- 
tion’ d—d first, before |] budge a step from Taylorville. I have no idea 
of setting myself up as atarget to be shot at, for the insignificanUy- 
contemptible snm of $11 a month, rations and medical attendance thrown 
In. No,—Sir-ce, Bob;—not in the day time. 

R. A. Beary 

P.S.—If the above arrangement Js not entirely satisfactory to my 
brave companions in arms, of the Taylorville Light Infantry Corps, | 
shall remain at home, and contivne as usnal, to build houses and stairs 
—cheap for cash or country produce! RAL BY 

Taylorville, april 19, 1861, 


Whilst this chivalric gentleman, of temporary residenee in Chris 
tian, was sending forth broadcast this ironical patriotic letter, 
tending to embarrass Capt. Simpson in his recruiting cfforts, on 
the same day, a class of his way of thinking were shooting down a 
portion of a Massachusetts regiment in Baltimore, on their way to 
Washington City, to protect the capitol of the nation from scizure 
by the enemy. 


A union meeting was held in Pana, April 22d, 1865, at which 
tev. H.R. Lewis presided, and addresses were made by J. 11. 


O'Conner, Geo. E. Pease, J. E. Southwick, and others. A. series 
of resolutions were passed without a dissenting yoice. The Inde- 
pendent Press, in commenting on it, says: “The fourth smells 
strongly of gunpowder and subjugation.” It further says: “John 
B. Butler, well and favorably known to the people of Christian, 
has abandoned the peaceful pursuits of life, donned a military 
attire, and, like a ‘ bowld sojer boy,’ as he is, gone off to the wars, 
gaily singing as he went, the patrivtie old ditty of 


‘Come all ye brave Americans, 
Vd have you for to know, 
That fur to fight the enemy, 
I'm goin’ for to go!” 

But Capt. Simpson sueceeded in raising his company, composed 
of 12 officers and 65 privates. They were duly organized and 
ready for the march on the 10th of May, 1861. The citizens of 
Taylorville gave them a sumptuous collation, on that day, at the 
court-house. On that occasion the ladies were more than soldiers, 
vieing with each other in doing honors fur the brave boys. 
Speeches were made hy H. M. Vandeveer, C. Goudy, D. T. Moore, 
D. E. Hall, and Wm. Singer. .A select choir, under the diree- 
tion of A. 8. Rockwell, sang the beautiful airs, Star Spangled 
Banner, Red, White and Blue, Auld Laug Syne, on the court- 
house steps; after which D.T. Moore, on behalf of the ladies, pre- 
sented a beautiful Flag, accompanied with a neat and appropriate 
speech, Maj. D. D. Shumway, as expressive of his good wishes, 
presented to the company through Capt. Simpson, $20 in gold. 

The company marched to Pana on that day and took the carson 
the Central railroad. A good dinner was served up to the boys 
in blue at Pana. They moved ly rail to Deeatur, the same eve- 
ning, where they were jammed inte two freight cars, and rolled 
away to Jacksonville. The company was mustered iuto service on 
the 25th of May, 1861, and went into quarters at Camp Dunean. 
The boys then opened the “ mysterious box” sent along with the 
commissary departinent, filled with eake and other nice things. 
This disposed of, the company gave “three cheers and a tiger” to 
the ladies of Taylorville ; 
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MUSITER-ROLL OF COMPANY FI, 

Andrew Simpson, Captain, resigned Oct. 4, 1862. 
John W. Hartley, 1st Lieut, resigned May 21, 1862, 
Oliver P. Squiers, 2d Lieut., promoted Captain. 
Z, Payson Shumway, Ist Serg't., prom'd ed and ast Tieut., 

mustered out 1864. 
James W. Reed, Sergeant, drowned July, 1861. 
Henry McKenzie, Sergeant, mustered out Oct. 31, 1864. 
Edw. W. Percy, Sergeant. 
Charles Poleman, Corporal. 
John C. Isbell, Corporal. 
Elias C. Banning, Corporal. 
John Durbin (Biscuit) Corporal. 
Edwin A. Salter, Corporal, killed at Shiloh, April 6, 1842, 
Robert M. Logan, Cor. drop'd from the rolls, Oct. 29, 1863 
Geo. M. Lunison, Corporal. 
Charlesworth Powel, wag’r. prom. ist Licut, then Adjutant. 
Edgar Chapman, Musician. 
Morris Rav. Musician, re-cnlisted as veteran, 
Brawley, Wm. T., Private, died July 30, 1862, 
Bchimer, Andrew U,, Private. 
Baroft, Unah, Private. 
3aldman, Wm. W., Private, mustered out Out, 21, 1864, 
Bonds, Christopher C., Private, mustered out Oct. 31 1804. 
Bankston, John D,, I'rivate. 


Bisby, James M., priv., re enlisted as veteran ; deserted 1865. 


Blythe, Win, 'T., Private. 

Broadshaw, Wm. C., Private, 

Zarnes, Almond F., Private. 

Clark, Chas. W. W., Private. 

Cundiff, Henry, Private, re-enlisted as veteran M01 Jialy 
1845. 

Giniphelll Henry H., Private, re-enlisted as veteran. 

Doyle, Robert E., Private. 


FOR THREE YEARS.—JNO. M. PALMER, Colonel. 


Drory, William, Private. 

Elam, William Thomas, Private, Pro, Corp’l., killed at 

Slvloh, April 6, 1862. 

st, Cmemnatus, Private, 

Freeman, Joseph, Private, 

George, Willam, Private, 

George, Lifayetie, Private, 

Gillon, Owen, Private. 

Hatehett, Archibald, Private. 

Hamel, Christian K., Private, 

Halford, Benjamin F., Private, re-enlisted as veteran. 

Hatfield, Harmon H., Private. 

Higbee, Henry H., Private. 

Herst, W. John, Private. 

Jay, Daniel R., Private, 

Kelso, James, Private, diseharged Sept ad, 1862, disability. 

Logan, Sumuel, Private, re-enlisted as veteran, 

Lovejoy, Alfred, Private. 

Loser, Levi, Private. 

Mekenzie, John, Private. 

McKenzie, Samuel, committed suicide May 19, 1863. 

Meteer, Thomas, Frivate. 

Murphy, Cyrus, Private. 

McCracken, Lyttle, Private, transf’d to Inv, Cor, Oct. 21, 
1863, and mustered out Oct, 2§, 1864. 

Malony, Edmond, Private. 

Osborn, Jefferson, Private, 

Parrith, Eh, Private, discharged Oct, 13, 1862; wounds. 

Polly, Silas H., Private, re-enlisted as veteran, 

Ruby, James &., Private, drop'd from rolls Oct, 29, 1862, 

Rush, Cyrus, Private, tr’fd to Inv. Corps M, O., May 25, 
1862, 

Riee, Mortimer, Private. 


: Root, Silas B,, Private. 


Shepherd, Corwin, Private, discharged Sept. 28, 1862, 

Stewart, James M_, Private, re-elected as veteran, 

Stephens, Wm, O., Private, discharged Sept. 28, 1862. 
wounds. 

Stine, Absalom, Private, died in Andersonville Prison, Oct. 
2, t864. Nao. of grave, 10 828. 

Seelover, Charles Private, hilled at Shiloh, April 6, 1862. 

Taylor, Albert B., Private. 

‘Thompson, Alexander, Private. 

Tettrick, Charles B., Private. 

Truster, Franklin M., Private. 

Westbrooks, Alfred, Private. 

Westbrooks, Ridley, Private. 

Branch, Edward, Recruit, 

Bartley. Simon, Reernit. 

Burris, Robert, Recruit, 

Conner, Paul, Recruit. 

Holston, Recruit. 

Meeter, John, Recrnit, see Co, .\. veteran battalion, 

MeCracken, John, Reernit. 

McLaughl, David, Reeruit. 

Mansfield, Anthony, Recruit, diced Sept,, 1862. 

Miller, Jerry, Reernit. 

McKenzie, Jesse, Recruit, transf, to Inv. Cor. Oct. 21, 1863. 

Persinger, Mathew, Reeruit. 

Rudedge, Isaae, Reerut, tranf. from 2d Kansas, Co. F, 
Ang. 28, 1861. 

Sweet, Sidney, Recruit, deserted June 25, 1865, from vet. 
battalion, 

Sweat, Edward, Reeruit, deserted June 25, 1865. 

Ray, Morris, Recruit, Fife Major in 14th re-organized 
Infantry, 
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FORTY-FIRST INFANTRY REGtMENT. 

Company G., of this regiment, Franeis M. Long, captain, was from 
Christian county. The officers of the regiment were: Isaac C. 
Pugh, of Deeatur, Colonel; Ansel Tupper, of Decatur, Lieatenant 
Colonel, killed at battle of Pittsburg Landing, April 6th, 1862. 
Capt. Francis M. Long, of Taylorville, promoted Major, and killed 
in action, near Jacksou, Miss., July 12th, 1863. William C. B. 
Gillespie, of Grove City, in this county, Adjutant from March 17, 
1862, till his time expired, August 20, 1864. John Baughman, of 
Christian county, Quartermaster from September 4th, 1865, till 
his time expired, August 20th, 1864. 

This regiment was organized by authority of the Secretary of 
War, in July, 1861, at Decatur, IH., on the 9th of August, 1861. 
August 7th, Captain Long’s company, with the regiment, moved to 
st. Louis, Mo.; the 29th, moved to Bird’s Point, Mo., and was 
assigned to the command of Gen. Prentiss; Sept. Sth, moved te 
Padueah, Ky. Assigned to Gen. C.F. Smith's eommand, Nov. 6, 
1861, marched to Melbourne and returned; to Lovelettsville, and 
returued Nov. 19th, 1861; to Crown Point, and returned Dee. 31, 
1861. 

Three members of Company G died at Padueah, Ky.; Corporal 
Wi. M. Petty, Oet. 15th, 1361, of typhoid fever, was brought 
home and buried, on Bear ercek, aged 25 years. Private, John 
M. Jordan, of the same company, died of measles, Dee. 22d, 1861, 
deeeased were two of the five who volunteered from Bear ercek; Jor- 
daa was buried at Paducah, Ky. Geo. B. Ryan, of Taylorville, died 
at Padueah, Ky., April 5, 1862, was brought home and now sleeps 
close to his captain, in the Oak Hill Cemetery, near Taylorville. 

February 5th, 1862, the regiment took up its march for aetive 
serviee to Fort Henry, and on the 11th marched te Fort Donel- 
son, aud was engaged in the siege under Col. MeArthur, on the 
15th, 14th and loth days of February, 1862. None of Company G 
were killed in this fight, and only eight wounded. Their names 
were: Ben. L. Bowles, of Rosemond, in his leg; Curtis Niminer- 
man, of Bear ercek, in the leg; Sergeant Robert W. Llopper, of 
Buckeye Prairie, in foot; James Brown, of Taylorville, in finger, 
and the others slightly. Fort Donelson surrendered on the 
morning of the 16th of February, 1862. 

The regiment, immediately after the surrender of Fort Donel- 
son, moved up the Tennessee river. The following letter from J. 3. 
Young, a private in Co. G, under date of March 26th, 1862, tu a 
friend in this eounty, we take from the Dndependent Press : 


“Weare now encamped within a mile and a half of Pittsburg, Tenn., 
near the lines of the States of Mississippi and Alabama, There are about 
100,000 men here in the heart of ‘ Dixie,’ ready to move at an hour's notice 
upon the enemy. The Confederates are fortitied, about s0 000 strong, at 
Corinth, twenty miles west of us. If they du nut evacuate their position 
soon, you will perhaps hear of a battle, compared with which that of 
Fort Donelson was ehild’s play. When 200000 meno meet in conflict, 
“somebody will get hurt.’ Our course in all probability will be west- 
ward to the eity of Memphis. This, however, is hut the speculation of a 
‘high private,’ in Unele Sam's Army—reair rank. The boys, from ex- 
posure to wet, fatigue, hard crackers and bacon, are not in as good trim 
for the fray as might be desired. But the warm spring weather and the 
forwardness of vegetation, (for the peach trees have been in full blos- 
som for the past ten days, and the May apple nearly ready to bloom,) is 
invigorating, and the health of the troaps shows a marked improvement 
since we lauced at this poiut. We were nine days aboard the steamboats, 
exposed to drenching rains most of the time, There were one hundred 
and thirty-two steamboats of the largest class in the line, conveying the 
troops and military stores up the river—the 41st Regiment and Co. G 
among the number. The country is rolling and heavily tintbered. In 
the valleys and bottoms there are eane brakes and eypress swamps. 

On the 24th Gen. Buell's division of the army, from Cumberland Gap, 
by the way of Nashville, formed a junction with Gen. Grant's forces, at 


Savannah, fifteen miles below us, on the Tennessee river. If we succeed 
in taking Island No. 10, in the Mississippl, whieh we will most likely, 
Corinth will be evacuated for the purpose of strengthening Fort Ran- 
dolph and Memphis, ‘ we shall see what we shall see.’ 


The battle of Vitt-burg Landing, or Shiloh, as named in official 
reports, Was fought on Sanday and Monday, April 6th and 7th, 
1862. It was a long and desperate conflict. Lieut. Juo. B. Butler, 
of Co. G., evrrespondent of the Independent Dresa, of Taylorville, 
gives the following graphie account of the two days’ battle: 


Gen. Grant has been concentrating his forces at this port for the last 
four wecks, preparatory to an advance npon the enemy's strong hold at 
Corinth, Miss. We were only waiting a junction with the troops under 
Gen. Buell tocommenee the mareh. The enemy, reported 130 000 strong, 
endeavored to cut us off before Gen. Buell’s arrival, an4 thereby eommand 
the navigation of the Tennessee river—give his troops the spirit and 
eclat of a victory—cheer and encournge the despondency of the enemy, 
replenizh their exhausted ordnance and commissary stores, and fight 
Gen. Buell at their leisure. They have been signally disappointcd; 
although they fought like devils inearnate for thirty-six hours. 

On Sunday morning, about four o'clock, the enemy drove in our pick- 
cts, and the eannonading commenced with round shot, shrapnel, shells, 
and other projectiles, grape, canister, etc. The enemy in force were in the 
camps almost as soou as were the pickets themselves. Here began scenes 
which hardly have a parallel in the annals of war. Many, partienlarly 
among the officers of the army, were not yet out of their beds; some 
were dressing, others washing and couking, and a few eating their 
breakfast. Many guns were unluaded, accoutrements lying pe‘t-meli, 
ammunition was ill-supplicd—in short the eamps were completely sur- 
prised—and taken at almost every possible disadvantage. 

The tirst wild eries from the pickets rushing in, and the few scattering 
shots that preeeded their arrival, aroused the regiments to a sense of 
their peril; an instant afterward, rattling valleys of musketry poured 
through the tents, and before there was thought or preparation, there 
came rushing through the wouods, with lines of battle, sweeping the 
whole fronts of the divisiou camps, and bending down on either flank, 
the fine, ecompaet columns of the enemy. 

Into the just aroused camps of the union forces, thronged the confed- 
erate regiments, firing sharp volleys as they eame, and springing forward 
upon our laggards with the bayonet; for while their artillery, already In 
position, was tossing shells tu the further side of the encampments, 
scores were shot down, as they were running, without weapons, hatless, 
coatless, towards the river. The searching bullets found other poor un- 
fortunates in their tents, and these, unheeding now, they stumbered, 
while the unseen foe rushed on! Others fell, as they were disentangling 
themselves from the flaps that formed the doors to their tents; others as 
they were vainly trying to impress on the critieally exultant enemies, 
their readiuess to surrender. Officers were bayoneted in their beds, and 
left for dead, who, through the whole two days’ fearful struggle, lay there 
gasping in their agouy, aud on Monday evening were found in their gore, 
inside their tents, and still able to tell the tale. 

Thus the battle raged by 8 o’cloek in the morning. The roar of mus- 
ketry and rifles; the iufernal diu of two or three hundred thousand 
small arms continued all day, and ceased not till darkness put an end to 
the strife. We halted in line of battle, and remained there during the 
night, notwithstanding it rained torrents throughout the latter part of it. 
Col. Pugh commanded the First Brigade of the Fourth Division, Com- 
pany G, with the 41st regiment, in the Fourth Division, took their posi- 
tion in line of battle by s o’cloek, a. m., the enemy showed himself, and 
commeneed firing upon our battery, which replied promptly, and for two 
hours they kept up a most iucessant roar. About 12 o’eloek our battery 
ehanged position right in frout of Co. G, of 41st regiment, Illinois yol- 
unteers, and for fifteen minutes kept up a brisk fre; but the enemy dis- 
abled one gun, killed several gunners and horses, when the battery 
retired. This had drawn the grape and canister upon us, and several 
men were killed out of Co, G—not all, however, from Christian county — 
elose by my side and in my rear. 

Our division was posted near the left wing of our Hues. For two hours 
and a half our regiment presented the appearance of a young volcano; 
nor did it give one inch of ground until our ammunition was exhausted, 
when we retired behind the seeond line, refreshed ourselves with water 
and replenished our ammuuition. Lieut. Cul. Tupper, of the 41st regi- 
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ment, was killed early in the actlon. The command then devolved upon 
Maj. Warner, who led ns during the remainder of the fight on Sunday 
afternoon. 

The enemy outflanked ns on the left, and drove us in until five o’cloek 
Jn the afternoon, when one or two brigades of Gen. Buell’s conmand 
landed from the boats, and a inasked battery of heavy guns was planted, 
which opened in vasy range: and such a cannonading from that time till 
dark was never excelled, if equalled, in mederu warfare. The eneny's 
batteries were silenced, aud they were forced to retire some distance for 
the night. 

Gen. Buell’s forces eontinued landing all night, and taking their posl- 
fion in the field, and as soon as daylight made its appearance, they 
‘seried havoc, aud let slip the dogs of war,” and kept it up till three in 
the aflernoon of Monday, when the enemy broke and retreated from the 
field. Col. Pugh’s brigade, on Monday, the seeond day of the tight, were 
posted In support of the right wing, and here it was that the heaviest 
tighting was done. The enemy had erected breast-works of fallen tim- 
ber, from behind which they kept np a severe firing for a long time, but 
we routed them at the poiat of the bayonet. In fact a great proportion 
of the fighting in the afternoon was with the hayonet. 

Among the prisoners were several officers of distinction: and among 
the dead were the bodies of Gen. A. Sidney Johnson, of Virginia fame, 
and Gen. Bragg, of battery notoriety at Buena Vista. We lost many 
prisoners on Sunday, at the commencement of the battle. The enemy 
took many of our guns on the first day, but were retaken on the day fol 
lowing, together with farty of the enemy’s guns. 

Tuesday and Wednesday after the battle were occupied in barying the 
dead. The }.‘tle ground was eovered, more or tess, for three or four 
milesin dian.ct rc, with dead and wounded men and horses. Sume twenty- 
five or thirty miles were fought over. The country was hilly and cut up 
by deep ravines. The enemy had the advantage of a thorough knowledge 
of the country, of its geography and topography, which our men had not, 
with the exeeption of the commanding generals. 

Abont five o’cloek of the first day's fighting, when we were marehing 
fo the right wing, to take position, Gen. Hurlburt paid the dist regiment 
avery high compliment; many regiments were broken and in confusion, 
and the General seeing us all in ranks iu line of battle, called out, ‘ What 
regiment is this ?” ‘41st Illinois,” was the response. ‘That is as it should 
be—the dist isin line! I expect always to find them in line!” 


The following letter was written hy Capt. F. M. Long, on the 
8th of Apyril, 1862, after the battle, to his aged father in Taylor- 
ville, Ihuois : 


‘¢Porty-six of my company, G, went into the fight; and sixteen of the 
number were killed and wounded. The names of the killed were: Geo, 
C. Funk, John ©. Wright, Wm. J. Johnson, Wm. 11. Ready and Charles 
A. Craimer. The wounded were: Capt F. M. Long, slightly in the foot; 
Lient. John W. Cox, mortally, in the right thigh—died April 9th; Capt. 
Leander East, severely in the right shoulder; Gabriel] McKenzie, slightly, 
jin the head: Gabriel C. Butt, seriously in the back; Wm. L. Miner, 
slightly in the head; George Stanley, slightly in the face; Geo. Cahill, 
slightly in the ear; James Brown, slightly in’ the breast; Edimund Wil- 
son, severe wound in the left arm and bone broken, and Win. J. Sissom, 
flesh. wound in the leg. 

“The killed fought bravely till they fell. The rest of my men went 
through unharmed; every one did his duty. T passed over the hattle- 
field the next morning after the dreadful contest, and such a sight 1 
never beheld before; dead men are lying all around over the grouud for 
miles.” 

After the battle of Shiloh, the regiment was next engaged 
in the siege of Corinth, Miss. July 6, 1862, marched for Mem- 
phis, via Holly Springs, Lagrange and Grand Junction; ar 
rived at Germantown 20th, and at Memphis 21st July, where 
it remained till the 6th of September, and then marched for Boli- 
var, arriving on 14th of September; on 19th marched to the Grand 
Junction, and returned October 4, and marched to Thiutehie river. 


On the Sth of October, 1862, was reserved during the battle of 


Corinth, On 6th marched to Bolivar; on 7th marched from Boli- 
var, arriving at Lagrange Nov. 8d, On the 6th of Noyember in 
Col. Pugh's brigade; moyed out on a reconnoisance to Lamar on 


8th, and Somerville on 24th; November 28, 1862, again marched 
to Lamar; on 29th to Holly Springs; on 30th to Waterford.  De- 
cember 10th, 1862, to Beaver creek; on 11th to Yocona ercek, 
passing through Oxford and crossing the Tallahatchie; on the 22d 
marehed from Yocona to Water Valley, and returned via Oxford, 
Beaver creck, Tallahatchie, and arrived at [folly Springs, Jannary 
5th, 1863. 

The 4lst Regiment was in the first brigade, Col Pugh; fourth 
division, Brig. Gen] Lauman; right wing, Gen. McPherson; 13th 
army corps, Maj. Gen. Grant. The regiment went into camp at 
Moscow, Tenn., and remained until March, 1863. On March 5th, 
1863, ordered to Memphis, Tenn, where it arrived on the 10th. 
The regiment before this had beeu transferred from ‘13th army 
corps, Maj. Gen. Grant, to 16th army corps, Maj. Gen. Hurlburt 
commanding. 

On 12th of April, 1863, proceeded on an expedition to Hernando, 
Miss. At Cold Water, seven miles beyond the latter place, met 
the enemy, under Gen. Chalmers. Here the 41st was under a 
heavy skirmish fire for about seven hours. Ou 16th returned to 
Memphis. Valentine Winkle, of company G, died at Memphis. 
April 28th, 1863, moved to Vicksburg; disembarked at Young's 
Point; on 19th, transferred to Gen. McClernand’s command. Was 
engaged in the siege of Vicksburg. 

July 5, 1863, moved towards Jackson, Miss. Engaged in the 
haitle of Jackson. The loss of the regiment in this action was 40 
killed upon the field, and 122 wounded. Major FP. M. Long 
fell, mortally wounded, while gallantly leading his men into action. 
This great saerifice of life was hy a mistaken order of Gen. Lau- 
man's. It was unealled for, and effected nothing. Among the 
killed were Corp’) Elijah J. Shirrell, John 1. Williams, Wm. B. 
Russell, John A. Orr, Wm. N. Robinson. Names’ of the wounded 
could not be obtained. After this disaster the regiment returned 
tu Vieksburg on the 25th of July. 

Nov. 18th, 1863, moved to Natehez, Miss. and remained 
until the 28th, when it returned to Vicksburg. Dee, 3d, 1863, 
marched to Big Black river, where it remained and crected winter 
quarters; the 41st regiment being in Ist brigade, Gen. Thomas 
Kirby Sinith; fourth division, Gen. M. M> Crocker; 17th army 
corps, Maj. Gen. James B, MePherson commanding veterans and 
recruits of the dist M1, consolidated with the 53d regiment. 

The 4ist mustered ont August 20, 1864, at Springfield, M1. 
Number in the regiment 1,211. 

Such is a brief and hasty sketch of the movements of the 41st 
Vinois regiment, in which was company G, Capt. F. M. Long, from 
Christian county. 

A brief account of the early formation of this company and the 
obstacles it had to cneounter, may he a matter of interest. Capt. 
F. M. Long, on his own motion, commenced recruiting for a com- 
pany, in July, 1861, to be attached to Col. Pagh’s Regiment, form- 
ing at Decatur. The Independent Press savs : 


‘©A mecting, to further the Interests of the movement, was held in the 
Court-house, on the afternoon of the 26th of July, 1861. Addresses were 
made by Elder A. McCollmin, Capt. Vandeveer, and Dr. Gondy, It was 
stated that the pay would be Inberal—320 acres of land; a bonnty of 
8100, besides the regular wages in the army. The boys of the company 
styled themselves ‘Unele Sans Nephews.’ Among those enlisting 
was Samuel Wydick, an old settler of this county, and 81 years old. We 
reported bis age at 41, and passed muster. Ile was in the war of 1812; 
and also in the Black awk War. Ile is apparently as active as any man 
in the company. and endured the hardships incident to a life in the tented 
field, with as much spirit as most of his younger companions in arme. 
He died in the Hospital at St. Louis, on the 22d of April, 1862. Peaee to 
the old warrior’s ashes.” 
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MUSTER ROLL MUSTER ROLL Bibler, James H, Private, mustered out Aug. 20, 1864. 
F : a us é - Baughman, John, Ht promoted Comnussary Sergt. 
Of Company G, of the 41st Regiment of I}i- Of Company D. 33d Regiment Hil. Volunteers, Baughman, Paul, se mustered out Aug, 20, 1864. 


co 
= 2 o aie + . = oar 'm. H., di = ‘enn. é 62, 
nois Volunteers, as sworn into ‘iio Uletewponapresy Unie familiarly known as the “ Normal Regl IS Ce aS alee ha BOG 


‘ Y = Crawford, Henry G., Private, mustered oul 1864. 
at Decatur, Wl, Aug. Sth, 1861, for three years: ment’? of Teachers. It was organized at Camp Churchill Joho, Utvates me-enlisicd as veturan: 
aie : Butler, W, Aug. 15th, 1861 Charles E. Hovey Chink, Willam, . i 
Francis M. Long, Captain, promoted Major. a : Daal ES Bae : wey, Crand, Benjkon 07 * a : 
Daniel K. Hall, Captain, promoted. Colonel. Company D. was minde up in the Conner, Barney, killed at Ft. Donaldson, Feb, 15. 1862. 


‘Thomas J. Anderson, Captain, term expired Aug. 20, 3864. toy Cot Christian ¢ ty. by Henry H Campbell, Henry, dis. Jan. 1, 1803 5 accidental wounds. 
John B. Butler, rst Lieutenant, resigned June 18, 1863. western part 0 avistian county, DY enury z Dickerson, William, died March, 20, 1862; on furlough. 
Chas. G. Young, 1st | ieut. term 3 years, expired Nov. 11, 64. Pope its Captain, Druin, Barney, Private, mustered out Aug, 20, 1864. 
John W, Cox, 24 Lieut., died Apr. 9, ‘02, at Shiloh. i" ’ ae é ‘ aie ane a Decker, Abraham, Private, re-enlisted as veteran. 

james M. Boyd, 1st Sergeant, term expired Aug. 20, 1864. ite ee ee Blea: promotecs UO ae ae Ol enwins ‘Samuel, mustered out Aug. 20, 1864. 

George Hall, Sergt. M,.O, term exp. .\ug. 29, 1864. wham W. Mason, is¢ Lieut. term expired Aug 28, 1864 English, James D., Private, re-enusted as veteran, 


a : Hiram V, Algur, 2d Lieut resigned Sept. 18, 186 le u Te 
East, Sergea ‘ nuary 2 e ; 2 AIQUT. + TESTS sep : 4 Fletcher, John G.. mustered out Aug. 20, 1864. 
Peart, cea JE et 1803 Abiel Rosengrant, Ist Serg.s promoted Capt. Oct. £1. 1864. Fowks, ee Nae ot died July 22, 1863; wounds. 
John J. Benope, Sergeant, time M. OQ. Aug. 20, 1864. Thos. Mason, Corporal, killed in Miss., May 28, 102. Grider, Jonathan, dis, Jan. 20, 1862, as Corpl. 
Elijah J. Sherill, Corpl., Killed Jackson, Miss. July 12, 63. Jobn Kuykendall Corpl, wountled ; M, O. Oct. 11, (00+ Goodneh, John, «re enlisted as veteran, 
‘Andrew J. Bailey, Corpl., died Memphis, Tenn., Apr. 20, 63. George Griffon, Waguner, re enlisted ms Ve\ern, Goodnech, Chauncey G., Private, mustered out Aug. 20, “64. 
John }cWilliams, Corpl, kalled Jackson, Mass., July 12, 63+ Allen, Ephraim G., Mciyate. ; Henderson, Charles, Private, mustered out Aug. 20, 1864, 
John C. Voung, Corporal, re-enlisted as veteran, Boden, Henry, r re-enlisted pa iees Havoner, Randolph, re-enhsted as veteran, 
Robert R. Latnest, Corporal, dis, Nov. 28, 1862; disability. Compton, Louis, 53h Dae te Hill, Joseph, © mustered out Aug. zo, 1564. 
Wm. R. Russell, Corpl, prom. Serg., killed July 12, 183. Chorndor, Charles, disb, Sept, 4, 1865; disability. Hopkins, Juha B., ‘ e et 
Aim, M. Petty, Corporal, died Padneah, Ky., Get. 13, “61- Conner, olny ine aes F Harmon, John. ! “ : ef 
Thomas Dowling, Musician, inustered out April 20, 1454. Earles, William, Private, ded at Ironton, Mo., Dec. 13, ‘61. Humphrey, join D., ‘ s ki 
Brannon, John, Private, re-enlisted as veteran. Hawk, John J., died at St. Louis, Oct. 18, 1862. Harworth, George, uy re-enlisted as veteran. 
Bowman, Elias F. °° died at Vicksvurg. july 7) 1863. Hennesy, William, Private. Linder, Henry, a died at Vicksburg, June 4 64. 
Butt, Gabriel C. & ~ N, O, Aug. 20, 1864; Reouinicde Mathews, Damel C., died Jan. 28, near Buckhart, 1865. Loutzenhouser, John H., Private, M, O, Aug. 20, 1804. 
Butt, Dias, : ve “ “ “ ” McCoy, -\lfred Private, discharged April 3. 1892 Lawton, Jolin, Private, mustered out Aug. 20, 1864. 
Bows, Benjamin L., “ oe « & “ Michael, Lucas, Private, killed at Vicksburg. May 20, 1863. Lee, Ele! T., us re-cnlisted as veteran. 
srawn, James, ©  re-enlisted as veteran. Noe, John C., op mustered out Nov. 24 1805 Morgan. Charles, en Milled at Pt, Donelson, Feb. 13, ‘62: 
Clawson, John D.  " discharged Aug. 15, 1862: dis. Recd, James, ; ue : discharged April 8, 18017 dish. Miller, Harnson, Private, re-enlisted a5 veteran. 
cheney, Ben). F. «discharged Nov. 29, 1863, to ac- Robinson, Geo. W . Private, dis, Oct. 31, rBo2idisability. MeKaig, Joha, i ainstecedsontauss20) 1804. 
cept promution as 2d Lieutenant, 7th La, AD. Regan, Timothy, Private, re-enlisted a> veteran, Marshall, Alexander, * : Be oe es 
Cowgill, DeWut C,, Private, discharged for disability. Simondson, Thomas, Vrivate, ; McClusky, Charles, "discharged, April 25, 1862; died 
Cooper, John Wy ©" ye-cnlisted as veteran. . Smith, Geo, Private, died at St. Louis, March 24, 1863. Murry, John, Private, died at Ft, Donelson, Feb. 15, 62. 
Clapp, lienry L. “© discharged Oct. 22, 1862. Smith, Henry, Private, discharged Jan 16, 1864; wounds. McCoy, Jacob, Private, discharged Je'¥"27, 1862; wounds. 
Durbn, Wm. W., re-enlisted as vetcran. Shaw, Henry, es re-enlisted as veteran. ‘ Medealf. Chas, Private, died at Padu,s Ky. Jan 15,63. 
Drind, Frederick, © discharged April 6, 1863; dis. Wallace, Charles, diedat, fronton. se SOME: Nanee, James L., Drwvate, M. O. Aug. 20, 1864, a5 Sergt, 
Funk, Geo. C., Filled at Pitsburg Landing, -\pril, 6, 1802. Berry. Marion, Reeruit, mustered out Nov. 24, 1h65. Osborn, James, Hrivate, mustered out Aug. 20, 1864. 
Gilbert Geo. W.,, Private, discharged Sept. 13, 1863. Crain, Wm. H.N et. Reeruit, M.O., Nov. 24. 65, 48 Corpl Patrick, Peter, Private, transf. to Invald Corps, Sept.15, 763. 
Gimlin. Elijah E., Private, M.O. Aug. 20, 1864; wounded. Cook, Joseph S.. Recruit, discharged Nov. 8, 18625 dish. Vatrick. Henry L., Private, re-enlisted as veteran, 
Gray, Anderson, Private, mustered out, Aug. 20, 1854. Coffman, Adam, Rice nea F _ Pete, Wiiham R., Private, deserted Feb. 10, 1862. 
Goodan, William, Private, nn v1 “ Durbin, john, died at River Station, Mo., April 22, 1862. Ponus, Jobn. ; oe mustered out Ang. 20, 1894. 
Gillespie, Wm. C. B,, Private, prom. Commissary Sergeant. Good, Jasper Ny Recruit, e , Pharis, Mastin, died at Nashville. Tenn,, Jan. 30, 1804. 
Hopper, Robt. W., Private, Aug. 20, 1864 as Sergeant. Ginger, Wm. G. Recrunt, dis. Mar. 8, 635 term expired. Ransumer, Jacob, Private, mustered ont Aug. 20, 1864. 
Halderman, Abram. Private, dis. Oct. 1g, 1862 ; disability. Jodence, Henry, Recrunt mustered out Nov. 24, 1865. Sherman, Theodore, Private. M. O. Aug. 20, 64 as Sergt. 
Hoover, Leonard, Private, mustered out .\ug. 20, 1864. Johnson, Augustus ©., Recruit, Shanaiell, David, Private, M.O.. Aug. 20, 1864, a5 Sergt. 
Jonson, Wm. J. Private, killed at Shiloh, April 6, 1802. Miller, Charles, died at Terre Bonne, La., Jan. 12, 1865.  Stobaugh, James W., Private, mostered out Aug. 20, 1864. 
Jordan, Jno. MU, Private, died at Paducah, Ky., Dec. 22, “61. Pherigo, NapoleaniBag Net Rechts M, O, Nov, 24, 1305. Shatza, Alfred, be re-enl sted as veteran, 
Jones, James T., Private, dis. Dec, 16. 1863, disalnlity. Painter, Hiram H., Recruit, M, O. Nov. 24, 1805. Swisher, Lerhan, died at Fort Donaldson, March 3, 1862. 
}unmerman, Curtis. Private, dis. Sept. 19, ‘62; disability. Saw, Montgomery, Recruit, dis. April 9, 1863 5 disabihty. Scott, Michigin C., Puvate, mustered out Aug. 20, 1864. 
Knott, William 5, Private, deserted Sept. 13, 1861. is Thomas, Jas.. Vet, died at Yerre Bonne, Sept: 17) 1804. Sergeant, Audrew ile ee We ne 
Levanther, Joseph, Private, mustered out Aug. 20, 1864. Walden, Jos., killed, accident X.0.&O.R R, Mar. 2,65. Taylor, NiGisig, Sa x “e 
Langley, Thos. ].. Private, dis. Aug. 14. 1862; disability. Troxel, Aaron, Private, killed at Ft. Donelson, Feb. 15, 62. 
MeGarrah, Daniel E., Private, mustered out Aug. 20, 1864. Wilcox, Geo. Private died at Memphis, Penn April 28, 63. 
Marchall, Thomas, Private, dis. Sept. 18, 1862; disability. MUSTER ROLE ie ne “ TU eee 635 eer eg 
d PGR TCG: at Aug, 20, 1864. , 2 atbrouk, Joseph. Private discharged June 10, 1862. 
Mines, Win, La Pat, escgsed ag tein. Of Company'l., Atst Regiment Ti), Volunteers. Wilhelm, John, mustered out Aug. 20 1864. 
Pilate, Benjamin, Private, deserted July 30 1862. Was organized in Deeatur, in Colonel Pugh’s S20 Carlie, hillediat Jackson. UIE=s Vly 12g Beso 
Ryan Geo, B., Private, died at Paducah, Ky., \prils. 1862. ., + c=) ‘ age as L) Cilmk, Wilham, V eteran, transt. to Co. B. Veteran Battalion. 
Rutledge, William, Private, deserted Sept. 28, 1861, and Regiment, aud sworn into United States service, Bee ae : : i 
venti h regiment, kilied at Chicamang.. eh A NKR UN a eee oe emgiishy anes 4 ‘ ne : 
ee baer, Ae ee ae Corpl. August oy 1861. ; This company was reeruited Goodrich, John, a“ « es ut 
Storey, Theodore F., Private, Copl, died at home Sept. 62. ut Mt. Auburn, in the northern part of Chris- ee an - 4 ‘ te 
‘ . x 2 or, 2 64. ‘ 5 ay Miller, Harrison, . : 
ee iedacveenn. Ei tian county, in the month of July, 1861, by sitter, Maxwell M1. & vam “ 
: Patrick, Henry L, cs ( “ 


Weller, Augustus, Private, re-enlisted as veteran. Capt. Benj. B. Bacon. This company was in : 
Wooley, David, Private, died at St. Louis, March 19, 1862. i , J : 4 a a Rickard Kobert W.. tronsf. to Co iB: Veteran Bat. 
Wilson, Edmund, Private, discharged June 12 1362, the same regiment with Capt. FF. M. Long, Blankenship, Robert W. transt. to Co. B. Veteran Bit. 


Welch, David F., died at Mound City, April 15, 1862. They eericd themsel yes, “ Mr Auburn Tigers.” Banghman, Daniel, Recruit, transf. to Co. B. Veteran Dat. 


Waddell, Geo. W., transf. to Invalid Corps, Sept. 12, 1863. Henshie, Jacobs, Recruit, transf. to Co. B. Veteran Bar. 
Widock, Samuel, Private, died at St. Louis, April 22, 1862. Benjamin B_ Bacon, Captain, resigned March 4, 1862. Housley, Presley D Recruit. transf. to Co. B, Veteran But. 
Wheeler, John, Private, mpstered out Aug. 20, 1364. Francis M. Green, Captain, tern expired Aug 20, 1864. Miller, Henry G, ESOS transf, to Co. B, Veteran Bat. 
Young, John B., Private, mustered out Aug. 20, 1864. Benj. R. Parnish, 1st Lieut, Tesigned Sept. 28. 1862. Miller Maawell M., Recruit, re-enlisted as veteran. 
Brannon, Jobn, Veteran, transf, to Co. A. Veteran Bat. Leander Green, 1st Lieut., term expired .\ug. 20, 1864. Miller, Francis M., Reerurt, trans, to Co. B, Veteran Bat. 
Brown, James. Veteran, trans, to Co, A. Veteran, Battalion. Philip J. Frederick, 2d Lieut. term expired .Lug. 20, 1864. AA Jetter, written just after the battle of Fort 
Cooper, John H.. Veteran, transf. to Co... Veteran Bat. Wilhain Batterson, Ist Sergeant, died at La Grange, term RS a 4 r aa . 
Durhin, William W., Veteran, transf to Co. A Veterau Bat. expired March 11, 1863- Donelson, by a private in ¢ aptam Bunpsou s 


McKenzie, Gabriel, Veteran, trans{ to Co .\ Veteran Bat. Geo. C. Baugh, 1 Serg , died at Memphis, Apr 9. 63, wounds 


i : 5 : é : mpany, referring i ul a ania 
Peppers, John H., Veteran, transf. to Co. A. Veteran Bat, Wim. Cochran, rst Sergeant, M. O. ‘Aug, 20. 1864. company, ferring to the 1 auner in whit h 


Serilner, Eli S., Veteran, deserted May 12, 1864. James R. Dickson, Sergeant, died May 14, 1802; wounds, SuMeC of our Christian county boys bore them- 
Weller, Augustus, Veteran, transf. to Co. A. Veteran Bat. Meleher, Repp. Serg . died home, April 5, 1563; prisoner. calyes 1 é Po need 2 , 
Young John C,, Veteran, transf, to Co. A Veteran Bat. Henry C. Porter, Sergeant, mustered out Oct. 20, 1364. selves in that memorable engagement, states 


Butler, Jno. B, Recruit, promoted 2d Licut. Robert W. Richards, Corporal, re-enlisted as veteran. that CGeorse Funk fought like a hero; Benj. 
Tlinkle, Valentine died at Memphis, Fenn.. April 28, 863. Benj. Biankenbaker, Corporal, M. O. Aug. 20, 1804. Bs a 7 ? 
Langley, Charles, Recruit, dis, Jone 21. 1862; disability. Geo. C, Baugh, Corporal, wounded , promoted rst Sergt. Pilate stole off before the fight, and was never 
McKenzie, Gabriel, Recruit, re-enlisted as Veteran. Hiram Heagiand, Corporal, mustered out .\ug. 20 1864. ; + : ae aT rClieler onstage 
Meh eee nt, Recrat, transf. to CoA. Veteran A dealin ARs. eek Ren ae aaee seen until the fort was surrendered. aptiin 
Ryan, Robert R. Recruit, paneptorCo. A: Weteran) Bat. avid Crompton, Cor], killed at Ft. Donelson, Feb. 15, '02- Bacon, of the Mt. Auburn Company, ran like a 
Spates, Alfred, Recruit, transf. to Co, A, Veteran Battalion. Michael Clark, Corporal, deserted Jan. 28, 1862. i 
simpson, Robert S., Recrait, dis. April 4, 1862; disabiluy. Joseph White, Musician, discharged Nov. 25, 1861; dish, 


Ss 


eownrd! Ie has been sent home. Jicut. John 


“Shrockmorton, John, Recruit, transf. to Co, A. Veteran Bat, Lewis White, discharged Sept, 25, 1861+ disability. Davis (Job's John) had eommand of his eom- 
Watton, Thomas. Recruit, transf. to Co. A. Veteran Bat. Frank A. Lindsley, Wagoner, hilled at Jackson, July 12, ‘3. i ‘ : : ‘ nooea 
Williams, James R., Recruit, transf. to Co A. Veteran Bat. Rarchell, Jeremiah, Private, M. O., Aug 20, "64. pany, and he went 10 with a Sharp s ville, cooly 


Westley, Wilham, Recruit, transf. to Co. A. Veteran Bat. Baughman, John, u “© as Corpl. rving orders t: his : whine 
Joseph Catherwood, rst Lieut., Co. E. 4th Regt., term ex- Batterton, Henry, Private, diel April 24. 1862. 5) =) orders ty his men, and langhing all the 
pired \ug. 21, 1864. Borley, Tsaae, Private, M. O. Aug. 20, 1844 15 Caurpl. time. 


SS HISTORY OF CHRISTIAN COUNTY, 


ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTEENTIL REGIMENT, ILLINOIS VOLUNTEERS, 
GEN, JESSE H MOORE, Colonel tn Command. 


Company A of this reghocnt was recruited from Christian county, 
by Capt. JW. Lapham and others, at Camp Butler, Sept. 15th, 
1862. The regiment was organized and sworn into the U. 
viec, Sept. 19th, 1e62.0 Ordered inte the ficld on the 4th October, 
1862. Repor aan to ta May. Gen. Wright, at Cinciuiti, Ohia, on the 
Gth of October, and on the 
and reported to Gen. A. J.Smith. Stuneleet through Ky., and reaeh- 
cd Nashville, Tenn, Feb. 10th, 1863. The regiment moved to Tul- 
lahoma, and held that post till Sept. 5th, 1803. Sept. 14th by a 
foreed march across the Cumberland mountains, reached Rossville, 
Ga,, five miles south of Chattanooga. Remained four days, On the 
1&th Sept. 1865, engaged the enemy on the extreme telt, upon the 
field of Chickamauga. In this engagement the regiment lost six 
men, Sept. 20th, crossed to the support of Gen Thomas, cn the 
Engaged the enemy on 


S. sere 


same day crossed the river into Ky., 


extreme right, leaving camp at sunrise. 
right at I o'clock, p. M., with Steadman’s division, 10th reg- 
iment’s reserve corps, After a iost fearful struggle, held the ground 
till night. Half the entire command was cut down. Col Moore 
and his regiment were commended for their bravery in orders — 1t 
participated in all the engagements around Chattanooga and Mix- 
sion Ridge. The regiment Jost, in killed, wounded and captured, 
jn the campaign around ah ene in the full of 1865, about 255 
menanl 10 offieers. About 21st of February, 1864, marched with 
a detachment of the Army of the Cumberland, under Gen. Palmer, 
against Dalton, Ga. Spent ten days fecling the encmy,and return- 
ed to camp, near Cleyeland, Tenn. The regiment lost 6 men. Re- 
mained here till the Sd of May, when, with Gen. Sherman's grand 
army, startet on the Attinta eampaign. The 11oth regiment on 
the 7th of May, led the charge upon Tunnet Hill, Ga., dviving the 
enemy through Buzzard Roust Gap. The 15th and 16th of May 
engaged in battle at Resaca, Ga, sustained stubbornly a charge up- 
on the left flank, for which the regiment was commended in orders, 
Lost in this contest about thirty men and officers. 

Alt the principal cngagements of the military division of the Mis- 
sissippi were inscribed, by orders, upon the regimental bauner. The 


Thonias’ 


MUsTER ROLL OF COMPANY 


hy, Calloway, Achilles R. dis, Mar 25, 1865, accidental wound, 


ILLINOIS. 


regiment lost during the Atlanta campaign, about 100 men When 
General Sherman Gon, coni- 
mand was detached and ordered to Tennessee, to watch the move- 
ments of Gen, Hood. The 115th regiment was with this force in 
the second brigarte, first division, fourth army corps. 


marched to the sca, Thomas’ 


The regiment 
took an active part in the engagements, which, in November and 
December, 1864, resulted in the destruction of Brage’s old veteran 
army, known as the * 
ed by confederate Gen. Hood. 


Army of the Tennessee,” and then command- 
The brigade io which the 115th 1- 
Hnois regiment belonged tor nearly two years, without mnateriat al- 
teration, was known throughout the department as the “Iron Bri- 
gade,” and was, for the most part, up to the 23d of December, 1864, 
commanded by Gen. Walter C. Whitaker, of Ky., who neglected 
no opportunity to win distinction for himself and his command. 

Qn the 23d of December, 1864, while pursuing Gen. Hood, in 
his retreat from Nashville, Col. J. IL. Moore, of the 115th Illinois 
regimené, took command of this splendid brigade, and continned 
its commander till it was mustered ont of the service, at the close 
of the war. Col. Moore was breveted Brigadicr General before 
leaving the army. 

Gen. [food having been driyen, after his defeat at Nashville, 
Tenn., with the remains of a broken arniy, across the Tennessee, the 
115th regiment, with the Fourth Army Corps, marched to Munts- 
ville, Ala., and went inte camp on the 5th of January, 1865. 
Marched thenee,on the 14th of March, into East Tennessee, thence 
expecting to moye by the way of Lynchburg, Virginia, to assist in 
the capture of Richmond. Brut, while in the vicinity of Greenville, 
Tenn., Richmond fell, and Gen. Lee surrendered. 

The regiment then moved with the Fourth Army Corps, and 
went into camp near Nashyille, Tenn., and there remained until mus- 
tered out of the service, June 11th, 1865, Arrived at Camp Butler, 
Mls., 1865, and yeeeived final pay and discharge June 23d, 
1865. 

Thus it wilt be seen that Company A, from Christian county was 
engage in many hard-fought battles, and did honor to itself 
and the county which gaye it birth, Capt. Hanon and Lieut. J. 
3. Gore were taken prisuncrs. 


MeCrary James, Private, June tr 1863, 


J W. Lapham, Capt, prom. Major, M.O. June 11, 1865. 
Jesse Hanon, Jr., Captain, mustered out June 11. 185 
‘Arthur C. Bankston, ist Lieut., resigned Dev 30, 18 
Joseph B Gore, 1st Lieut., Ayneteneel ont June 11, 1 


305. 


Wilham b. Gore, M. Q June 11, 1865 as ist Sergeant. 


Wuiham J. Jones Sergeant, discharged July. 1863. 
Sandford G Hammer, Sergeant, discharged April 30, 1863 
Mdward W. Paine, Sergttransf. to the V.R,C. May 1, ‘64 
William Young, Corporal, discharged March 18, 1863, 
Ferdinand F. Young, died Richmond, Ky., Dec. 25, 1862. 


Hioratio N. Keep, Corpl,, Serg’t. died Oct. 4, 1863, wounds, 


David J. Denton, Corpural, mustered out June Dl; 1885; 
Edwin Young, 
James MeSpates, 
George Large, Corpl., M.O. June 11, 1865 reant, 
Christan D. Cowgill, Musician, discharged April 30, 1363. 
Joseph Large, Musician, M.O. June 21, 1865, prisoner, 
Francis M. Sherrill, died at Covington, Ky., Oct. 22, 1862. 
Allen, Samuel J, Private, mustered out June 17, 1865. 
Alamon, Robert S. Private, * st us 
Anderson, Samuel T., Private, drawned Se Pp. ia 1853. 
Baber, John M., Private, M.O. June ir, 18 


as Se 


Baker, Martin Vv. died at Lexington, ky.., Oct, 10, 1962. 


Bankston, Joshua B., discharged April 25, 1864, wounds. 
Bankston, Winfield Se Private, disuhaiged Feb. 4. 1803 
Bowman, Joshua, Briss ite, M. O June 11, 1805, 
Bradley, Leander, Private, M. O. June 11, 1865. 

Bugg, Wilham, Private, M, O, June 11, 1865, Furlough. 
Broderick, James Private, M.Q. June 11, 1865. 
Coffey, Bonaparte, died at Danville, Ky.. fui. 23. 1863. 
Coffey, Isham, Prvate, M.O. June 11, Ch 


Cowgill, Edw D., died Chattanooga,T. Sep. 30, 763, wounds, 
Childs, Win. H., Private, M. O. June 19, 1863, War prisoner. 


Clark, Edwin, died Phila., ‘Fenn., Mar. 24.1865, wound. 
Chastain, Thomas, Jr., Pri ate, M.Q. June 11. 1865. 
Devine, James, Private, discharged May 25, 1865, wounds, 
Denton, Micager, Private, M. O. June 22, 1865. 

Denlon, Micager, mustered out June 11, 1805, 


Demming, eeanard diedat Richmond, Ky., Jan. 14, 1863. 
Easley, Joseph, Pricate, discharged July 19 1864, wounds. 
Fraley, Jerome B., Private, discharged May 11, 1863; disab, 


Flemming, Benjamin, Private, ND. 0. June 11, 1805. 
Gore, John, 
German, Chas. W., 
H.non, Francis M., Private, discharged June 4, 1863. 
Hatfield, John Fl, Private, M. QO. June rr, 1865. 


“ ” “ 


Haslett, Geo., Priv, ate, died Clevelind, Tenn., Mar. 28, '64. 


Hill, Charles, Private, M.O. June 11, 1865, as Corporal, 


Jones, John, Private, discharged January 19, 1863; disab. 


,M. QO. June 11, 1865; as Corporal, 
ate, dis, December 10, 1864; wounds. 


Juvis David, Priv 
Johnson, Jas. D., Pr 
Johnson, 
Ke 


Kell 


Jasper N., Private, discharged April 20, 1863. 


Ketehan. Del ithe lvivate, M.O. June 11 1865, a5 Corpl. 


Large, Jobn, Private, Ns June 11, 1805. 


i angley, Alfred C., . ab oo 
Liwton, James, a e e es 
Lee, Richard, a ub m a 
Leeper, AlirediBs, " 0 5s ue as Sergt. 
Taine, Daniel, Private, transferred ty V. R.C. 


Morrow, James," M.O. June rr, 1305, 
McElroy, James“ “ m os 


slac, Privates algal Lexington, Ky., Nov, 11, ‘62. 
‘, Stanton Private, transf. to Eng, Corps, July 29, 64. 


McCoy, James H. ** ef ie va as Sergt. 
MeCune, Wim , Private, killed by Guerrillas, March 11 '65. 
Milhgan, Jesse G,, Private, M. O. July 11, 1865. 

Mitchel Daniel M., Private, absent; wounded, 

Morris, Wm. A., Private, absent; sick, at M. O. of Regt. 
Madison Nicholas C., Private, M. O. July 11, 1865. 
McDonald, Samuel G , died Franklin, Tenn, April 27, 763. 
Messler, Vincent, dicd at Chattanooga, Nov. 4, ’63; wounds. 
Orr, Samuel M., Private, discharged June 19, 1863. 

Paine, Anson, oH te April 20 1863. 
Russell, Joseph, o M. O. June 11, 1865, 

Shaw, James, died at Nashville, Tenn , Feb. 21, 1863. 
Sowers, Edward F., Private, M. O. June 11, 1865. 


Sfindle, Thomas, 4 discharged April 20, 1863. 
Shetler, Jeremiah ue M. 0. June TT; 1865. 

Sullivan, John, w ee war pris. 
Shaw, Robert M., “ eS uy as Sergt. 
Throckmorton, David ' se “ as Corpl 
Watkins, Enos, a ue Ks 


William-, Wm. B., died at Nashville. Tenn , Mar. 24, 1863. 
Willard. Benjamin F., Private M.O. June 11. 1865, 
Barnhart, Chilyp, Recrmt, M.O, December 16, 1865. 
dradley, Geo. W., Recruit, transferred to 2ust Hl. Infantry. 
Chastain, James M., Recruit, transfto arst I. Infantry. 
Demass, Charles, Recruit, transferred to 2rst Tl. Infantry. 
Haverfield, Alvin, died at Huntsville, Ala., Mar. 5 1865. 
Holloway, Diniel .A.. Recrunt, transferred to 2sst HI. Inf, 
leffrey, Jno. L., Recruit, M, O. Dec. 16, 1865. 

ie ingley Thomas J., Reeruit, transferred to 21st Ill, Inf. 
Russell, Newton aly Recruit, transferred to 2tst Il. Infantry. 
Stevens, Andrew ali Recrut, transferred to 21st Hl. Jnfantry. 


WistOnY OF CHRISTIAN COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 


MUSTER ROLL OF COMPANY E, 

Capt. Lane. 
Capt. Whittaker, 
Benj. Ramsey, Corpl, died at Danville, Ky., June 17, 1863. 
Michael Ramsey, died at Lexington, Ky., Nov. 11, 1862. 
Randall R. Adams, Corporal, M. O. June 11, 1865. 
Geo. N. Junken, Corporal, Sergt. wounded and missing in 

aetion Chickamauga, Sep. 20, 1863. 
Wm. S. Horesley, M. O. June 11, 1865, us Sergt; 
Juno. T. Stark, M. O. June 11, 1865, as Sergt war prisoner, 
Cummings, John, Private, absent, sick M, O of Regt. 


Crooks, Geo, W,, Private, died in Christian co., Nov. 6, '65. 
Crafton, John, Private, died at Nashville, Tenn., Mar. 4. ‘63. 


Darmer, John O., Private, dis. May 15, 1865; wounds, 
Darmer, Wm. iG, Private, M.O. July 1, 1865; war pris. 
De Astly, Alfred H. , died at Nashville, Tenn., Mar. 3, ‘63. 
Edmonds Juseph R., Private, M. O. June 11, 1865, 
Goodrich, Ira, Private, M. O. June i1, 1865. 


Goodrich, Oliver P., died in Christian co, IIL, Oct 16, ’62. 


prisoner, 


eZ) 
oe 


Gilhousen, Frederick &., Private, M.O. June 11, 1865. 
Green, Robert L., died at Nashville, Tenn., Feb, 1, 1865. 
Henry, William G, Private, M. O. June 11, 1865. 
Hollingsworth, Shelby, transferred to Co. A. 2rst TL, Faf 
Hurst, Wilham M., dis. August 3, 1864, as Corpl.; wounds, 
Hammil, Charles B., Private, M. O. June 11, 1865. 

Hurst, Bement, Private, transf. to V, R. C. April 30, 64. 
Herdman, John H,, Private, M.O. June 11, 1865, as Corpl. 
Lovel, Samuel J., died at Franklin, Tean., May 10, 1863, 
Long. Joseph W., Private, M. O. June 11, 1865. 

MeVey, Eli, a i o 
McVey, Levi, ie Ms a 

MeRenolds, Newton W., Private, dis. Feb. 25, '64; wounds. 
Pope, Zachariah, died at Lexington, Ky., Nov. 10, 1862. 
Patrick, Thomas B., Private, M. O. June 11, 1865, 
Prettyman, Daniel li., ‘ died at Danville, Ky., Feb. ‘63. 
Randall, Garret B., 1’ rivate, M. O. June 11, 1865. 

Ruby, Henry J., killed at Chickamauga, Sep. 20, 1853. 
Routledge, Silas, Private, M. O, May 23, 1865. 


Routledge, William, Private, wounded and missing inaction 
at Chickamauga, Sep., 20, 1863. 

Ramsay, James, Private, died at Danville, Ky., Jaa. 11, 

Rush, Wm. E., Private, died at Danville, Ky., 

Ruby, Levias, Private, died at F ranklin, Tenn., April 23, 63. 

Rush, Franeis M.. Private, mustered out June 11, 1865, 

Smith, Isaae B., died at Richmond, Ky., Jan. 1, 1863. 

Stark, Jesse M., Private, M. O. June 11, 1865. 

Teter, Samuel, a Gls Jan. 24, 1863; disability. 

Traves, James E., died at Franklia, Tena., April 22, 1863. 

Thompson, Wm. By Private, w ounded and missing inaction 
at Chickamauga, Sep. 20, 1863. 

White, William, Private, discharged Feb. 4, 1863; disab. 

Williams, Loton G., Private, M. O June 11, 1863. 

Wood, Francis E., us dis, Dee. 27, 1862 ; disab. 

West, lames 41, Private, discharged July 9 1862; disability. 

White Geo, T., A discharged April 8, 1863 ; disab. 

Waddle, Joseph ANG; Beate M. O, June 11, ghee 

Young, Peter C., ne 


‘63. 
Jan. ais, 1863, 


ONE WUNDRED AND THIRTIETIL IN 


This regimeut was organized by Col. 
Batler, iu Oct, 


part of Christian county. 
efforts of Capt. 


FANTRY REGIMENT. 


Nathaniel 
1862, ae mustered into service Oct. 25, 1862. | 
Company D, of this regiment, was mostly from the north-western 
It was recruited maiuly through the 
Daniel DeCamp, of Edinburg. 


Niles, at Camp bauly ; 
Conneil, 


The regiment aud Geo. Bunun. 


Cyrus Murphy, Allen Moore, Jacob E. Berry. 
Cagle, Nathan C, Potts, Alexander May, Aaron V, 
G. W. Yuung, Aaron V. 
Kenzie, Thomas W. Orr, Joseph Murray, Charles Gonzeal, Ben. K. Prater, 
The rest of the Company is missing 
at present, is unknown, 


The fullowiug are the losses iu killed and wounded of Company D: 
Killed—Elija J. Bankston, of Ediuburg. 


Wounded—G. W. Westbrook, 
Prisoners—Jasper 
Ralston, Aquilla M. 


Davis, William Kelsey, Othniel Me- 


, and their fate, 


moved from Camp Butler, Noy. 10, 1862, and arrived at Memphis, 
Tenn, the [&th of the same month, and was assigned to Provost 
duty. It was moved from this point to Louisiana, Was with 
Gen. Banks’ army, bound for Shreveport, La. On marching from 
Alexandria, up Red river, driving the enemy until Sabine Cross 
Roads was reached on the 8th of April, 1864, when the enemy 
made an attaek and defeated the Union forces. The next day another 
battle was fought at Pleasant Hill, euding in the complete defeat 
of the eunfederates, after whieh Gen. Bauks retreated down the 


river. This is kuown in history as “Gen. Danks’ disaster on Red 
River.’’ The part Company D bore in this fight is more particu- 


larly detailed in a letter to the Independent Press, of this county, 
written by .Aaron V. Davis, a private, from Camp Ford, (near 
Tyler) Texas, dated April 20, 1864. It says: 

“The character of the fight, and the fate of the 130th regiment, and 
the part onr Company hore in itt you doubtless have learned ere this. 
Company D, of Christian county, went into the fight at Mansfield, April 
8, 1864, with thirty-one men, under the command of Lient. Paulen, (as 
Capt. DeCamp was under arrest for some trivial offence, and in conse- 
quence was not with us.) 


In Oct., 1864, the regiment was ordered to New Orleans for 
Provost duty. Whilst here, by an order issued Jan, 21, 1865, the 
150th regiment was consolidated with the 77th Winvis Volunteers. 
Some ol the officers were retained, and others mustered out. On 
the Ist of March, 1865, the consolidated 77th reginent was assigned 
to the First Brigade, 5d Division, 15th Army Corps, and transpor- 
ted for duty before Mobile, Ala. The regiment was with Gen. 
Canby’s army during the entire siege and eapture of the Spanish 
Forts, Blakley and Mobile, and was under fire during the entire 
time. The day following, the entry into Mobile, the 77th regiment 
was with forees, in their mareh up the Tombigbee river, in search 
ef Gen Dick Taylor’s army. After proceeding up the river some 
sixty miles, it was recalled to Mobile—the confederate forees 
throughout the country having surrendered. 

On the 7th of July, 1865, an order was issued to revive the 
150th regiment, and it was moved to New Orleans, where it was 
mustered out of service, Aug. 15, 1865, and arrived at Camp But- 
ler, TL, Aug. 26, 1865, where it received final paymant aud dis- 
eharge. 


ROLL OF COMPANY D,. 


Daniel DeCamp, Captain, resigned June 11th, 1864. 

Robert W. Orr, Capt., M, O., at Consolidation, Jan. 25, 765. 

Abraham May, ist Lieutenant, resigned Feb. 2, 1864. 

Jasper Cagle, 1st Lieut., M. O., as Sergt. 77th Taf, 
15, 1865, prisoner of war. 

James B. Hatford, 2d Lieut., 

Samuel 8. Prater, Sergt., 

Jacob A. Cook, Sergt., deserted Feb 3, 1863, 

Wm. T. Crosswait, Sergt., discharged May 5, 1864, for Pro. 

Nathan C. Potts, Corporal, M. O., June 17, 1865, prisoner. 

Charles Smith, Corporal, M. O., Aug. 14, 1865. 

William T, Hill, Corporal, deserted Jan, 26, 1863. 

John Hazlett, Corporal. 


Aug. 
discharged July 3, 1863. 


Alex. May, Corporal, mustered out June 17,1865, prisoner. 


Charles W. Graham, Corporal, M. O. Aug. 15, 1865. 
Phares, Urich, Corporal, absent; sick at M. O. Regt. 
Jas. M. Redfera, Corporal, deserted Jan. 26, 1864. 
Rufus D, Langley, Wagoner, deserted Jan. 26, 1863. 
Bishop, Isaac, Private, deserted Jan. 26, 1863. 

Berry, Jas. F.,  “ 
Beverly, Charles, ‘ 
Blount, Jesse, ** 
Berry, Beaj.N., “ 
Burris, Nelson, “ 
Bunn, Geo., i“ 


killed at Vicksburg, May 
died at Vicksburg, June 4, 1863. 
Me, O: Aug. 15, 1865. 


Ne a June 17, 1865. 


Council, Aqui. la M., Private, M. O. June 17, 1865, prisoner. 


Casey, John W., Private. 
Casey, William inte 
Cagle, David M.,  *¢ 


te 


M. O. Aug. 15, 1865. 
a a ii 


q Harris, David I., f 


22) 1863. 


Duncan, Leander, J., M. O. Aug. 16, 1865, as ed Lieut. 
Davis, John .\., Private, died Memphis, Tenn., Jan. 14,63. 
DeAuglish, Oliver, Private, 
Dickson, Thomas N , deserted Jan. 26, 1863. 

Davis, Aaron V., Cs M. O. June, 15, 1865, prisoner. 
Dodd, Daniel N., Private, killedat Vicksburg, June 2, 1863. 
Edwards, John. W.,died at Memphis, Tenn., Jan. 12, 1863. 


Finley, Amos D., Private, ME 0. Aug. 15, 1863. 

Fleming, John M., « by 

Gaines, Samuel, a ee oe uf 

Gonzeal, Charles, ae “June 15, 1865, pris. of war, 
Gulden, Elan, ES “Aug. 15, 1865; furlough. 
Hicks, John, us © Aug. 15, 1865. 
Hildebrand, Charles,'‘ deserted Jan. 26, 1863 

Hanon, James, at 


Halford, John R., died at Memphis, Tenn, Jan, 8, 1863. 
Halford, Wm, H, , Private, discharged March 21, 1864. 
died New Orleans, Mar, or, Oe 
Harvey, William D,, Private, 

Harris, Wm. M., a 

Joy, William, ‘a He 

Jessup, Tid Private, killed at Vickshurg, May 22, 1863. 
Kelsey, William, l’rivate, M. O. Aug. 15, 1885 pris. of war, 
Knave, AU Wann ieG a ae 

nave, Willianas,. * us ce 

Kerns, Robert B., '* Transf. to Inv. Corps, Feb, 23, ‘64. 
Laneaster, Wm. H. D., M. O. Aug. 15, 1865, as Corporal. 
Leisure, Wm. E,, Private, died at Memphis, Tenn., 24, '63. 
Leigh, Edward L., Private. 
McKenzie, Othniel, a 


M. O, June 17, 1865; pris. war. 
Murry, Joseph, ce . “ ” a 


Miller, Levi, Private, died in serviee ia Laf. 


Moore, Allen, ‘absent, sick M. O. o Regt. 
Murphy, Cyrus, « M, O. Aug. 15, 1865. 

May, Allen, “ absent, sick at M. OU. Regt. 
Muathews, William S., '' M. O. Aug. 15, 1865. 

Orr, Thos, W,, *  M. O. June 17, 1805, pris. war. 
Overton, Benj. F., on 

Odell, James H., “killed aceidentally July 15, 1865, 
Potts, Jesse H., MMI. O. Aug. 15, 1805. 

Prater, Samuel K., “dis, Dec. 12, 1863, for promation. 


Pullem, James, Private deserted Sept. 28, 1863. 

Prater, Eliphas, "died at Memphis, Jan. 21, 1363. 
Peters, Peter P., "killed at Vicksburg, May 1803. 
Richardson, John H., Private. 
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Ralston, Aaron V., uy transf.to 77th Regt. 
Randolph, Hiram, a 

Richardson, Wm. E., a 

Stamphill, John W, . M. O. Aug. 15, 1865. 


Smith, Hiram M., Private, dis. Jan. 22, 1863; disability. 
Smith, John B., Private. 

Smith, Wm, in iS M. O, June 17, 1865, pris. war. 
Westbrook, Ehjah T., transf, to Inv. Cone Feb. 23, 1864. 
Workman, Joseph, I'rivate, 

Young, Geo. W. © M. O. June 17, 1865; war pris. 
Bankston, Elijah J., killed on Red River, La., April 8, 1864. 
Knave, Godfrey P., Reeruit, died at Memplus, Dec. 10, 62, 


Prickett, Perry, Recruit 
Phips, Richard T., ** 
Prater, Beaj, K., a M. O. June 27, 1865, pris. war. 


Sampson, Wim. F.,  '" 


M, O, Ang. 15, 1865, 
White, Stephen, Ee 


died at Memphis, Feb. 19, 1863. 


90 HISTOR 


COMPANY A.—1TS0TI REGIMENT. 
Matthews, Smnet, Corporal. 


COMPANY C.—I]247H ILL, REGIMENT 
Titus, Alfred H., M. O, Aug. 15, 1865. 


COMPANY Kk. 


Peter C. Rape, 1st Sergt., M. O. .\ug. 15, 1865, 

George W. James, 3d Corpl., M.O. Aug. 15, 1845, 

Joseph Wagoner, 4th Corpl. M. OQ, Aug. 15, 1893 as Corpl. 
Geo. W, Easley, oth Coiph, ” es uy By 


Win. Tihakins,gth Carp, ** a“ “ “ 
Easley, John ¥., Puvate, " “ “ “ 
Hardin, George, “ “ “ “ 
Hardin, Joseph &., ‘ iG “ “ “ 
Hudson, Shepherd, ‘f “ a“ a“ “ 
Proctar, Jacob Bb, © o “ “ “ 

i “ uc a “c is 


Peck, Samuel, 
Tugh, Wm. R., Bs " S a ee 
Craddock, Wm, H."‘ discharged May 5, 1863; disab, 
Robinson, John M, “ discharged Mar, 20,1803; “* 
Tilley, John 1D., re discharged Dec. 13, 1862 ; 
Proctor, Benj. K, Sergt. died Jan, 23, 1864, Pawnee, 
Easley, Harrison T, died Dec. 4, 1803, Black River, Miss. 
Kirk, Joseph, Private, died at Memphis, Tenn., Mar, 3, oe 
Peck, Presley, died of woundsat Vicksburg, June 27, ‘63. 
Peek, Mresley ‘P., died Lake Providence, La,, Mat. 28, '63. 
Pugh, Wm, J.. Private, died at Memphis, Tenn,, Feb, 6, 703s 
Galyen, John W., deserted at Vicksburg, July 31, 1863. 
Fludson Jasper, deserted at Vicksburg, July 31, 1863. 
Hankins, Gilbert H_, Private, died at home, Dec, 23, 2864. 


a 


Y OF CHRISTIAN COCNITY, TLEEV OTs. 


COMPANY F.—ONTH REGIMENT. 
Logan, Joseph, Recruit, drafted, M. O, Oct. 16, 1865. 
Handle, Jozeph, “ 
Thompson, Culvert, sub, M, O. Oct. 16, 1865. 
Milligan, Morgan, '* sub. M. O, Oct, 16, 1865, 
COMPANY W.—OOTH REGIMENT. 
Coffey, Reuben G, sub M. OQ, Oct, 16, 1865. 
Gram, Samuel, M. O, July 17, 1865, drafted. 
COMPANY Kk.—)59TH REGIMENT. 
Stockton, Robert M., Private, deserted Oct. 25, 1862. 


62D REGIMENT. 
Beard, Geo. W., died at Camp Butler, Feb. 12, 1364, 


COMPANY G. 


COMPANY Hf! —62D REGIMENT. 


Allsman, Jno, W., Sergt. M. Q, May 2, 1865, as private, 
Allsman, Marquis, Veteran, M.O March 6, 1806, 

Harris. Thos. B,, died at Duyall’s Bluff, Ack., Aug. 20, '64 
Vinmere, Joseph, M. O, March 6, 1866, 


COMPANY D.—63D REGIMENT, 


Anderson, Andrew J., Veteran, M. O. July 13, 1865. 

Cherington, Aden IE., Veteran, MoO, July 13, 1845, ts 
Sergt.. Com. ist Lieut. but not mustered. 

Cherington, Leroy H., Veteran, M.O. July 13, 1865. 


Cherington, Leon L. H., Veteran, M. O. July 27, 1865. 

Cherington, Loraine C., is “July 13, 1865. 

Isaminger, John A., “s promoted Sergt.-Major. 
' Orr, William D., Veteran, M. O. July 13, 1865. 


COMPANY c.—641H REGIMENT. 
Smith, John, discharged Feb. 8, 1865. 
MISCELLANEOUS, 


Wm, M. Provine, rst Lieut. Company B. 84th TIL. Regt., 
Vermont. [ll. Prisoner of war—taken at Atlanta, Ga., 
and confined at Columbia, He was honorably dis- 
charged, May 13, 18655. Now a resident of Taylorville. 

W. E. Rosemond of tst Ohno Cavalry, Company B. for one 
year; then promoted to 2d Lieut. in Company A, 97th 
Ohio Inf. Regt. Nowa resident of Taylorville. 

Wim. H. Kaup, private in Capt. A. Boyd Hutchinson’s 
Company C., 49th Penn. Vol. Entered Aug. 31, 1861, 
and honorably discharged Oct 23,1864. Served in the 
Army of the Potomac, under Gen. Sedgwick. Saw his 
Gen fall, 

James M, Taylor, of Warren co, HI. Sergt. in Company 
C. o6th Tl. Regt. In the service nearly three years, 
Lost an arm in an engagementat" Buzzard Roost Gap,” 
north of Dalton, Ga., in 1864. Discharged March 18, 
1865, as Sergt. on account of wounds. ‘This Regt. was 
organized ai Rockwood, IIl., Sep. 6, 1862, by Col. 
Thos, E. Champion. James M. Taylor is now (1880) 
a resident of Taylorville, engaged in the practice of the 
law. 

t, Benj. Deinblazer. Adjutant of 46th Ill. Regt. Promoted 
Major and then Colonel of Regt., Brevet Brig. Gen. 
Now a citizen of Assumption, 


THIRD CAVALRY REGIMENT. 

The Colonel of this regiment wax Eugene Carr of the regular 
army, Company M, from Christian county, composed a part of it. 
The regiment was organized at Camp Butler, in August, 1861. Its 
first movement was to St. Louis, Sept. 25th, and thence up the Mis- 
souri river to Jefferson City, and thenee to Warsaw, in the dircetion 
of Springfield, Mo. Under Gen. Hunter, it renched Rolla, Nov. 19, 
where it remained till the 29th of Dee. 1861, when it moved in ad- 
yanee of Gen. Curtis’ army for the south-west. On the ath of 
Feb, 1862, near Springfield, the Third cavalry fought the first en- 
gagement, and won the first victory of Gen. Curtis’ campitign. 

On the 1th of February, 1862, oeeupied Springfield, Mo. On 
the 15th came up with Gen. Price’s retreating army, and took same 
prisoners. On the 18th, at Sugar ereek, Ark., the Third battalion 
participated in a cavalry charge, routing the enemy. Tad various 
skirmishes and short marches during the summer and fall in Arkan- 
eas aml west of the Mississippi river, when, on the 25d Dee. 1862, 
Company M, with other companics, reported to Brig. Gen. Steel, at 
the mouth of the Yazoo river, formed part of the force, and did 
good service in the disastrous attack on Vicksburg, Miss., under 
Gen. Sherman. Company M was among the last to leave the field 
and embark on the buats, atter the battle. 

The Battalion of which Company M, formed a part, under Col, 
McCrillis, of Springfield, Mls., took part in the Western Louisiana 
campaign under Gen. Banks. In Dee. 1864, Major O'Conner, of 
Pana, took command of the Battalion, aud it moved to Port Hud- 
son, and from thenee to Memphis, Tenn., rejoining the regiment, 
which had been separated into three divisions, In the month of 
July, a large portion of the regiment re-enlisted as veterans. ‘Phe 
non-veterans, under Major O'Conner, were stationed as garrison at 
Germantown, Tenn. On the 2I+t of August, the regiment partici- 
pated in the repulse of Gen, Forrest, in his attack on Memphis. 
On the 24th of August, 1S64, the non-vetcrans having been muster 
ed out, the veterans were consolidated into a Battalion of six com- 
panies. Part of Company M went into the new arrangement, and 
the remainder were mustered out, their time having expired, 

The Battalion operated below and around Nashville, and took 
part in the battles with Gen, Hood’: army in Dec 1864, In May, 
1865. it embarked for St. Louis, Mo., thence to St. Paul, Minnesota, 


reporting to Majtr Gen. Curtis, On the 4th of July, 1865, it was 
ordered on an Indian expedition over the plains of Minnesota and 
Dakota, north to the British lines, and then returned to ort Snell- 
ing, Oct. Ist, arriving at Springfield, Iinois, Oct. 15th, 1865, and 
was mustered out of scrvies. Such are some of the leading move- 
ments of the Third Cavalry Regiment, in which Company M large- 
ly participated. 
MUSTER ROLL OF COMPANY M. 


James H. O'Conner, Major, M. O. June 1865, as Lieut. 
Geo. 1. Pease, Captain, resigned Dec 17, 1801. 

Shuler Vroom.an, Capt. in Vet, Bat.; time exp. Mar, 9, °65. 
Henry M. Condee, rst Lieut., resigned Nov. 27, 1861. 
Chas. F, Russell, rst Licut., term expired Sept. 5, 1864. 
Joseph Horseman, 2d Lieut., died, commission not sent. 


FIFTIT CAVALRY REGIMENT. 

This regiment was ergunized at Camp Butler, Nov. 8, 1861, and 
Tall Wilson, formerly of Buckhart, appointed its Colonel, Com- 
pany G of this regiment was recruited partly in Pike county, Is. 
hy Capt. J.A. Harvey, and partly by First Lient. Wim. N. Elliott, 
of Pana, Christian county, Ills, Sept. 1, 1861, Left for Jefferson 
Barracks, Feb. 20, 1862. On the 8d of March reached Pilot 
Knob, On the 27th marehed to Doniphan, and arriving 
April Ist, had a skirmish with the enemy, captured their camp, 
killing three and taking seven) prisoners, April I7th march- 
ed to Pocahontas, and on the 27th of June started on the march for 
the Mississippi river, reached Jacksonport 29th, and joined Gen. 
Curtis’ army, had a fight at Cotton Plant, in which the enemy lost 
300 killed and wounded. Arrived at Helena, Arkansas, July 
13th, 1862. “On ‘he 22 of October 1862) ca forace Sinan 
was attacked by the cnemy, and Lieut. Elliott, and 78 men of the 
eavilry (18 of these were of Company G,) were captured, after 
losing E kied and 6 wounded. November 27th, 1362, Company 
G Inrned bridge near Grenada, Miss. On January 11th, 1863, the 
regiment made an expedition to Duvall’s Bluth and in April pur- 
sued Marmaduke, who was retreating from Missouri. Muay 29th, 
1865, left Helena, Ark., and embarked for Vicksburg, and June 1st, 
landed at Haines’ Bluth June 3d made a reconnoisance to Mo- 
ehaniesburg; drove the enemy ten miles, skirmishing heayily, cap- 
turing 43 prisoners, losing I killed and 7 wounded. Tn July, was 
with Gen. Sherman's army at Jackson, Miss, Was in the expedi- 


LES OU ANS OR CLEA ST LAN VEC OUNT SY, DEE EN OLS: 


tions to Meridian, Cantow and Grenada. In 
August, at the Yellawbush, destroved 40 engines 
and 320 cars by burning. On the 21st August 
eneountered Blythe's cavalry at Coldwater, and 
defeated them, the regiment losing 1 killed and 
5 wounded. Arrived at Memphis 22d August, 
1863. On the 29th August embarked tor Vicks- 
burg. In October, with Gen. McPherson’s 17th 
Army Corps,at Jackson, tonk part ina cavalry 
charge at Brownsville, routing General Wirt 
Tn this the regiment lost two wounded 
and one prisoner. January Ist, 1864, many of 
the regiment re-enlisted as veterans. On 17th 
March, the veterans were furloughed till May 
10th, 864. On May 27th, Col. John MeCon- 
nell, of Springfield, took command of the regi- 
Eight companies dismounted and did 
garrison duty. Companies A, B, C, and D, 
were fully mounted and equipped. During the 
months of July and September the Battalion 
was at Jackson and Port Gibson, skirmishing 
and fighting frequently. From Natchez, with 
the 4th Illinois cavalry, and a battery, moved 
to Toniea Bend. Laude] and moved to Wood- 
ville; surprised and captured a camp of the ene- 
my. During the night the cnemy advanecd 
with three cannon and 600 men. They were met 
next morning by Col. MeConnell, and driven 
in confusion, and 3 cannon were captured. Re- 
turned to Vicksburg, Oet. 11th, 1864. In Janu- 
ary, 1864, moved to Memphis; was in an ex- 
pedition to Scuthern Arkansas and Northern 
Louisiana, returning February 15th. July Ist 
moved to Fexas, via Red River; reached 
Hempstead, Texas, August 26th. Remaincd at 
this post till October 6th, 1865, whan the regi- 
ment moyed to Springticld, Hs, was mustered 
out, receiving final payment, October 80, 1865. 
The following persons, in this regiment, were 
from Christian county. 
MUSTER ROLL. 


Hall, Wilson, Colonel, resigned Jan. 19 1863. 

Jobn McConnell, Colonel, promoted Brvt. Brig. Gen, 
Joshua Tuthill, Adjulant, promoted Capt. Co. .\. 
Charles W. Sibley, Commis. Sergt., dis. Oct. 26, 1862. 


CONDE AN ok 
Joshua Tuthill, Captain, M. O. as Adjutant, Oct. 27, 1863. 


Adanis. 


ment. 


COMPANY B. 
Cathrin, W.R., Veteran, deserted Jan, 21, 1865, 


COMPANY G. 

Wma. N, Elliott, 1st Lieut., M.O. Nov. 8, 1864. 
Sibley, Charles W., Sergeant., promoted Commis. Sergt., 

2d Battalion M. O. Oct. 26, 1863. 
Heath, John F., died at Pocahontas, Ark., June 22d, 1862. 
Slack, Wm. P., Bugler, discharged Aug. 17, 1862. 
Anderson, Samuel Y., Private, discharged ; disability. 
Cooper, Stephen D., Private, re enlisted as Veteran. 
Johnson, Allen, P.ivate, ae i 
Johnson, Henry, ' 
Lemons, John P., “ 


" "4 


discharged May 12, 1862. 
Luexinbill, Henry J., Private, te enlisted es Veteran. 
Skiles, Wilham A., Mi mustered out Nov, 8, 134. 
Slack, Chas. K.., ’rivate, re-enlisted as Vet. M1. O. Nov. ‘04. 
Cooper, Stephen D, Veteran, mustered out Oct. 27, 1865. 
Johnson, Allen, Veteran, mustered out Oct. 27, 1865. 
Johnson Henry, Veteran, died at Vicksburg, Nov. 16, 1364. 
Luckindell, Henry G., died Sept. 25, 1863. 

Cornbert, Shelfy, Recruit, absent, sick at M. O. of Regt, 
Garrison, Juel N., (Saddler) Recruit. 

Gurrison, Jas. K. P., Recruit, mustered ont Oct 27, 1863. 
Walker, Levi, Recruit, regular discharge. 


COMEANAT JT, 

Davis, Willard C , Recruit, re-enlisted as Veteran. 
Kaddle, John J., Recruit, died at Helena, Ark., Oct. 8, ‘04. 
SIXNTIE CAVALRY REGIMENT. 

Among the unassigned recruit: is noted one 
from Christian county, Wim. Tebbs, inustered 
out May 23d, 1865. 


SEVENTH CAVALRY REGIMENT, 

This regiment was organized iu Sept. 1861, 
with Win. Pitt Kellogg, of Fulton county, as its 
Colonel. The names of a few Christian county 
soldiers appear in it. 

COMPANY IT. 
Patrick, James W., re-enlisted as Veteran, 
Patrick, Americus, discharged Nov. 10, 1842: disability. 
Patrick, John R., discharged June 2, 1862; disability 
Tabler, Wm. R., discharged Ogt. 15, 1862; disability. 
Patrick, James W., Veteran, mustered out Novy, 4, 1865. 
Fowks, Albert, Reeruit, discharged. 
Vabler, James A., died at Monnd City, Hl June 1, 1362. 
Hamilton, Peter, Unassigned Reeruit, dis. May 11, 1805. 


Murphy, Daniel, 
Roberis, Charles D., entered service April 15. 1253. 


EIGHTH CAVALRY REGIMENT. 

This regiment was organized at St. Charles, 
Ul, in Sept., 1861, with J.P. Farnsworth as its 
C8lonel. Tts field of operations was with the 
Army of the Potomac. Was in the battle of 
Antictam. .\ few names appear in it. 

COMPANY M.—UNASSIGNED RECRUITS. 


Bennett, Joseph, entered the service April 15, 1865. 
Carney John, entered the service April 12, 1865. 

Hyzer, Joseph, entered the service April 12, 1865, 

Lee, David, entered the service April 12, 1865. 

Murphy, John, entered the service Apnl 12, 1865, 
Williams, Clarence, discharged Feb. —, 1864; disability. 


TENTICCAVAERY EGIMENT, 

This regiment was organized at Camp Butler, 
Hlinois, 25th of Noy. 1861. James vA. Barrett 
was its first Colonel, who resigned May 15, 1862, 
and was sueceeded by Colonel Dudley Wicker- 
sham, of Springfield, linois, On the 20th of 
Dee. 1861, it moved to Quiney, Wlinnis, and 
from thence to Jefferson Barracks, Mo., ou the 
13th of Mareh, 1862. It operated in south-west 
Missouri, till 15th Nov., when it formed a part 
of the Army of the Frontier, and was in line of 
duty from Springfield, Mo., ta Cane Till, Ar- 
kansas. It participated in the battle of Prairie 
Grove, Ark., Dee. 7th, IS62. Was at Jackson- 
port, Ark , July 4, 1862; Iclena, July 12,and 
Aug. 7 moyed to Old Town Landing. Oct. 6, 
1862, returned to Helena, and Noy. 16 marched 
with the expedition to the mouth of White 
river; and on 27th Novy. to Oakland, Miss. 
Hada skirmish with the enemy and returned 
to Ilelena, Dee. 7th, 1862. 

The original serviee term of the Tenth and 
Fifteenth Regiments Tlinois Cavalry Volun- 
teers having expired, an order of consolidation 
was issucd January 26, 1865, for the re-enlisted 
men and recruits of the same, te be formed 
into twelve companies and reorganized as the 
Tenth Regiment, Ilinvis Cavalry. 

The regiment was mustered out of service, 
Noy. 220, 1865, at San Antonia, Texas, and 


ull 


ordered] to Springfield, HL, for final payment 
The following soldiers in it are 
from Christian county, in different companies : 


and discharge. 


MUSTER ROL1..—-COMPANY A. 

Thomas Bradley, Veteran, Commis Sergt., in Co. A. of 
Veterans, as re-organized, Absent on detached duty at 
M. O. of the Regt 

Graham, Henry N., Veteran, M.O. Nov. 22, 1893, 

Hulman, Jesse W., disd at Baton Rouge, Li, July 22, “65. 


COMPANY B. 


Peters, John 11., Mustered out Duc. 30, 1364, 

Romeril, Fletcher, re-enlisterl as Veteran. 

Steel, George, Mustered out Dec, jo, 1864. 

Steel, Henry, Mustered out Jan. 6, 1865. 

Warner, Henry, Mustered out Dec, 30, 1854. 

Watts, Isaac N.. re-enlisted as Veteran. 

Westbrook», Joseph, re-entisted as Veteran. 

Romertl, Fletcher, trans, to Co. B. Vet. M. O. Nov. 22,65, 
Watts, Isaac N., trans. toCo. B. Vet. prom, 2d Lieut. 
Westbrooks, Joseph, trans. Co. B. Vets M. QO. Nov, 22, "65. 
Apple, Andres, B., died Littl Rock, Ark., Nov. 19, 1863. 
Westbrook, Jno. W, trans, Co, B, Vet, M.O. Nov. 22, ‘65. 


COMPA Nox VE 


Athey, Owen T., Recruit, Deserted April 30 1863. 
Barnhart, David A., trans, to Co. E. Vet. ML ©. 1865. 
Clements, Milton H_, trans. Co. E Vet. MO. Nov. 22, 64. 
Bledsoe, Chas. T. trans. to Co. E. Vet. M. O. Nav, 22, '05. 
Lowery, Francis M., trans. to V, R. C. May 4. 1865. 
Markwell, Geo. M., trans. to Co. Vet. M.O. Nov, 22, "63. 
Toothaker, Jesse H.,trans 10 Co. E. Vet. M. O. June 6, 63. 
Terry, Wim. J., Recruit, trans. to Co. E Vet. 

White, Wim., trans. to Co, E. Vet. M. O. Nov. 12, 1865. 
White, John A., trans. to Co. Vet. M. O. Nov. 12, 1865. 


COSILAS YG. 


Elgan, William, Recruit, re enlisted as Veteran, 

Jones, Alexander, mustered out Dec, 30, 1804, as Corpl. 
Judd, Uz, re-enlisted us Veteran. 

Maloney, John, re-enlisted as Veteran. 

Workman, Wm. 3. M.O. Dee. 30, 1864, as Corpl. 

Elgan, Wilham, Vet., trans. Co, G., M. O. Nov. 22, 1855. 
Judd, Uz, Veteran, HY a G: be 7 
Maloney, John, a LY uy és ” 
Shumate, Win., transf Co. G. Vet..died March 3, 1865 
Workman, Joseph, Recruit, died at Rolla, Mo., May 3, 62. 


COMME Nor, 
James C, McGinnis, Sergeant, re-enlistedl as Veteran, 
Francis McGinnis, Corporal, re-enlisted as Veteran, 
Aaron B. Shick, ne su 
Connor, George B., Private, 
Hill, William HH., nt . i 
Kelley, Miller, a mustered out Dec. 30, 1864. 
Matthews, Aaron V , et Cy ee 
Peters, Floyd, Private, died at Marshfield, Mo. Oct. 1862. 


oo be 


smith, Jefferson $., Private, re-enlisted as Veteran. 
Vanwinkle, Lorenzo J. Le og ts 
VETERANS. 


James C. McGinnis. promoted ed Lieut. Co. L. 

Francis M. McGinnis transf, Co. b. Venu, MO. Nov. 22, '65. 
Aaron B. Shick, transf. (’0. 1. Vet.. M1. O. Now. 22, 1865, 
Conner, Geo. B., Private, transf. Co, F. Vet. 

Matthews, William, Private, transferred Co. H. Vet. 

Rice, John, Private, transf. Cu. H. Vet. M. O. Nov, 22, ‘ps. 
Smith, Jefferson L , transf. Co. H, Vet. M.O, Now, 22, 1865. 
Vanwinkle, Lorenzo J , transf.Co. AH. Vet. M. O. Nov. 22,05, 
Bunstein, Samuel, transf. Co, D Vet. M. O, Nov. 22, 1865. 
Davis, Horatio M., Recruit, transferred Co. D. Vet. 
Feugett, (reo, W., Recruit, re-enlisted as Veteran. 

Ford, Geo, W., transf, Co. D. Vet. M. O. Nov. 22, 1865. 
Ford, Egbert ai transt, GoD Vet) Mi Os Nuves) 1853. 
Hinton, Henry, Recruit, deserted April 7, 1863. 

Hunsley, Stephen .\., Reeruit, transterred Co. D. Vet. 
Langley, Jesse, Recruit, mustered out Dec. 30, 1864. 
Muatthews, William, Recruit, re enlisted as Veteran. 

Rice, John, Recruit, re-enlisted as Veteran. 

Smith. William, transf. Co. F. Vet. MM. O. Nov. ao-1865. 
Taylor, Jas. M., transf. Co. F. Vet. Dis Mar. 29, *63;d sab, 
White, Jno. J., transf. Co, F. Vet. M.O. Nov. 22, 1865. 


COMPANY M. 


McDonald, Geo, W., Private. died Ark , Sep, 13. 1863. 
MeDonald, William M., Private, re-enhsted as Veteran. 
Pummnill, John, “ oe 

Peel, Wilham 3., Private, discharged Aug. 18, 1862: disab. 
MeDonald, Wm, H., transf Co. C. Vet. M. O. Nov. 22. ‘bs. 
Pummill, John, died at Little Rock, Ark., May 26, 13804, 
Richardson, Geo. L., transf, Co. C. Vet. Noy. 22, 1865. 
Bingham, Edward J., transf. Co. C. Vet, M.O, Nov. 22. '63. 
Copple, Matthew H., transf. Co. C. Vet. M.O Nov, 22, 63. 
Veming. James M., transf. Co. ©. Vet. MLO Nu. 22, 65. 


ie HISTORY OF GHRISTIAN COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 


Godby, Wm. R., transf, Co. C. Vet, M. O. June 22, 1865. 


BATTERY C. 
Cowan, James isi Unassigned Recruit. 


H, ie o Wm. A, Dawson, Corporal, deserted July 12, 1862. 
Doreen: pA at “ TO earistenre in oemnls Behymer, Henry H., Corporal, } MO: Oct. 22) 1864. 
hese [elias Sope ae —“— "" Behymer, Enoch C. AY deserted July 20, 1862, 
eb. 


Humphreys, Charles, ie 


Gregory, Hasrrison, Unassigned Recruit. Lieut. in 8th U.S. Colored Heavy Artillery. 


Tuthill, Charles HL, cs « see Co, E, Vet. 


C. MM. Oo Ang: 3) 1865. 
Hardtner, Henry, 
Lawton, Geo. W., Corpural, re-enlisted as Veteran. 
Suttle, Jno. A., "s a ey 


Lawton, George W., Veteran, mustered out Aug. 3, 1865 | 


JIT CAVALRY REGIMENT. 


COMPANY H- 
Johnson, Levin, Recruit, mustered out Sep. 30, 1865. 


COMPANY MM. BATTERY €. 


Lenasters, Columbus, Unassigned Recruit, mustered out Deegan, Robert, Recruit, M. O. Aug. 3, 1865. 

May 23, 1865. 
BATTERY F. 

Fleming, David J.,died at Annapolis, Md., Feb. 14, 1865. 


l4fir CAVALRY REUIMENT. 


COMPANY E, 
BATTERY i 


Steel, Isaac, transferred Co. Ritzman, Geo. W., Recruit, M. O. May 26, 1865. 


C., M.O. July 31, 1865. 
16Tm CAVALRY REGIMENT. BATTERY M. 


ae Allen, Alexander, Unassigned Reernit. 

OSES oer smith, John, o ui 

a aines, Recruit, deserted Nov. 21, 1863. 

Lamont, Gaines, Recruit, deserted Nov. 21, 1863 DOM eCOLOR DEINE TT Ine 
COMPANS 1, 


Agee, Geo., M. O. Nov. 6, 1865. 


IST ARTICLERY, 


BATTERY D- 


discharged for promot on to 
Humphreys, Charles F., Corporal, pramoted 1st Lieut. Co. 


Corporal, M. O. Oct. 22, 1864, as Sergt. 


Peters, Wm. T., Recruit, discharged May 29, 1865; disab. 


MISCELLANEOUS ORGANIZATIONS, 
| Anderson, Jas. W., Cavalry, gth Kansas Cavalry. 


| FIRST ARMY CORPS, 
ROSTER OF ENLISTED MEN OF COMPANY NO. 10. 
Assigned to Company Kx, 8th Regiment, U.S, 
Veteran Volunteers. 


Hoffman, Joseph, M. O. April 11, 1865, as Corporal. 
| Ballus, Andrew J., Private, mustered out April 11, 1866, 
| Cochoran, Almers, es 


| Byrne, Patrick Ms a a 
Knapp, Henry, ue te 
Kervin, James, au at ae 
Paulus, John, « sn a 
Burnett, Wim. R., ae ui uy 


Singsfield, William, Private, mustered out April 12, 1866. 
Quielesh, William, Private, mustered out April 13, 1866. 
Guenther, Joseph, Private, mustered ont April 13, 1866, 

_ Muller, Leonard, Private, mustered out April 13, 1866, 
Engle, Martin, Private, mustered out April 13, 1866. 

| Trogdon, Howell G., Private, mustered out April 13, 1856. 
Graves, john, Private, mustered out April 13, 1866, 

| Hellwig, Jacob, Private, mustered ont April 13, 1866. 
Gunion, James, Private. 

| Jennings, William, Private, mustered out April 13, 1866, 
Spangler, Waller, Private, nvustered out April 12, 1866. 


ENLISTED MEN OF Co. no. 12. 
Bammel, Christopher enlisted April 14, 1865. 


Kelley, Jasper N., Reernit, mustered out July 28, 186s. 
Lockwoud, Daniel, Reeruit, deserted March 7, 1862. 

Smith, James, " 
2p ARTILLERY. 


COMPANY Kk. 
| Pillow, John, Unassigned Reeruit. 


Van Picrce, Henry, Unassigned Recruit, substitute. 


Burgen, Abraham, enlisted April 14, 1865. 
Becker, John, enlisted April rg, 1865. 

| ¢ crawford, Joseph A,, enlisted April 12, 1865. 

| Douglas, James (of , enlisted Apnl 14, 1865. 

} Dabozyinsky, Simeon, enlisted April 14, 1865. 


Ritseraes 1 2, _ Be ayaxe os Goedert, Michael. enlisted April 14, 1865, 
BATTERY 3B. Lor U. 8. COLORED ARTILLERY, Heist, Keller, enlisted April 13, 1865. 
Lovejoy, Alfred C., Recruit, term expired June 20, 1864. Chandler, William, enlisted April DY, 1865. Halshizer, John, enlisted April 12, 1865, 
Vromuted 2d Denes Cor B. M.O. July 15, 1865. Long, Charles, os 
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PRESBYTERIAN CUURCH AT PANN. 
COMPILED BY PROF. J. R. EDMONDS. 
A JOHN M. PATTON and Milan 8. Beckwith, prompted to 
<3}} do something in the line of benevolence, went forth to 
collect some money for the benefit of an itinerant M. 1s. 


Ds Gam 


Saunders, and during the conversation learned that he was a mem- 
her of the Presbyterian church. Mr. Patton goes home and informs 
his mother that he had found a Presbyterian! With this informa- 
tion, that good Christian woman, herself a member of the same 
church, was much pleased, and expressed a desire to hear some 
Tresbyterian preaching. These men, acting on this suggestion, 
arranged that Mr. Saunders should go to Vandalia, by the next 
train, the residence of the Rev. Joseph Gordon, a Presbyterian 
minister, and invite him to visit and preach in Pana. The invita- 
tion was accepted, and the Rey, Gordon came the same week and 
preached for that people, on the evening of the 23d of April, 1896. 
He says: ‘‘ My first sermon and several that succeeded it were Ws 
livered in a little house abont 16816 feet, owned and used by M.S 
Beckwith as a ware-room for stowing away goods, and eo 
which then stood, and is still standing on the alley west of the old 
meeting-house.’’ Some of these boxes were put out to make room, 
others arranged for seats, and one used asa pulpit. The ladies sat 
on the boxes and sacks, in the house, and the men on the boxes and 
hastily improvised seats on the outside. At times the little church 
house proved too small for the congregation. The floor was very 
open, and the cracks revealed a nnmber of pigs rnbbing around, 
which caused the ladies not a little uneasines 
Jt truly may be reckoned a day of small things, both as to the 
church and village, when Rev. Gordon came to this field; and 


Minister, when perchance they ealled on Franklin L. 


Peppyreorn, John, enlisted April 14, 1865. 


though the preaching and place of worship may have been wanting 
in some of the adornments and taste of modern times, the common 
people, (all were comnion then,) heard the message gladly. This 
house was built originally for a school-house. It then fronted on 
the open pruirie, standing on the rear of the Beckwith—Walsh lot, 
with no fences, streets, or buildings near, Arrangements were 
made, by which the Rev. Gordon preached every two weeks. 
This was the origin and beginning of Presbyterianism in Pana. 

The first sermon ever preached in Pana was by the Rev. E. B. 
Se a Presbyterian minister, in a freight car standing on the 
I.C. R. R., on a bright autumnal Sabbath, in October, 1855. 

Rev. Garis states that after preaching his first sermon, a sub- 
seription paper was circulated the next morning, and over $300 sub- 
scribed towards erecting a house of worship. Nearly every family 
in the community, and men having no families, interested them- 
selves in this work. Nor was it a mere negative interest; it was 
manifested by raising the subscription to $1,200. This was noble 
for the small population, but they were all anxious to see a ‘ meet- 
ing-house” in the midst of their town, thus “ growing up as by 
DYRUEATER! * 

On the 2Ist of May, 1856, a religious society was formed by the 

tev. Jos. Gordon, to be known hereafter as the “ First Presbyterian 

church of Pana.” At the same time, five trustees—John M. Pat- 
ton, Samuel V. B. Snider, C. H. Harrison, Mason French and 
Franklin L. Saunders—were elected for a term of five years. Cer- 
tificate of organization, to that effect, was made by John M. Patton, 
before Wm. Vryce, J. P., June , 1856, They energetically set 
ahout making preparations for the erection of a house of worship, 
and selected alot on Locust street, which the proprietor of the 
town, David A. Neal, generously donated and conveyed to the 
Trustees of the church, on the 8th of October, 1856, 

In addition to these officers, there was a “ building committee”’ 
appointed, consisting of M. S. Beckwith, Jno. M. Patton and 
Franklin I. Saunders, who had the more immediate control of the 


work and the raising and collecting of funds for its prosecution. 
A contract was then made with Thos. B. Hiekman, of Vandalia, to 
build a frame house, 54x50 feet in size, of good material, finished 
in a workmanlike manner, with belfry, and to be completed by the 
Ist of January, 1857, at a cost of $2,100, In aid of the enterprise 
a donation of $500 was secured from the board of ehurch ercetion. 
The house was not completed as soon as at first contemplated, but it 
is noted, under that date, that “ the first church edttice of Pana is 
enelosed, and the floor laid.’ But, in time, the ehureh was 
finished, and before it was dedicated a terrible tornado passed over 
Pana, on the {5th of June, 1857, wrecking badly tweuty-five or 
thirty houses, carrying with it a portion of the roof of the ehureh, 
thus giviug free access to the torrents of rain which fell and seri- 
ously damaged the plastering, rendering it unfit for oecupation. 
This was a serious loss, but the members of the congregation and 
citizens generally brought iu their offerings ; the house was speedi- 
ly repaired, so that on the 1Yth of September, 1857, some two 
months after the disaster, the Rey. Joseph Gordon preached the 
first sermon in the church, and “ dedicated the house to the Triune 
God in prayer.”’ 

The organization of the “ First Presbyterian Chureh” of Pana 
was completed by the Rev. Joseph Gordon, on the 21st of Septem- 
ber, £856. The fullowing are the names of the original members : 
—Franklin L. Saunders, Mrs. Mary Jane Saunders, Caroline Tun- 
ison, Mary Alexander, Martha Patton, Robert B. Alexander, and 
Mrs. Mary Jane Pryee. Franklin L. Saunders was eleeted and 
ordained to the office of Ruling Elder. The original members of 
the ehureh are still living, and all but two residing around Pana. 
The echureh was organized at the residence of Mrs. Patton. It 
seemed proper it should be so. This house probably was one of the 
most fitting emblems of the Presbyterian church to be found in 
Pana at that time; for when “the winds blew and the floods eame 
it fell not.” The first meeting of the session was on the 16th of 
October, 1857. Present—Rev. Joseph Gordon and Franklin L 
Saunders, (clerk of the session.) The fullowing members were re- 
ceived by letter: S.A. Call and Maria Call; on examination, Miss 
Martha Pattou, George Patton and E 13. Martshorn. On the 9:h 
of May, 1858, two additional elders, 8. A Call and i. B. Harts- 
horn, were elected and ordained by Rev. Gordon, assisted by 
Rev. Thos. Lippincott. Additions have been made at every com- 
munion sinee its organization. 

The following persons have served or are now serving the ehureh 
as Ruling Elders: Franklin L. Saunders, 8. A. Call, E. B. Harts- 
horn, Charles W. Sibley, Eli F. Chittenden, Alfred McClure, A. 
W. Gailey, T. W. Lippincott, S. P. Johns, R. ©. Coyner, D. A, 
Gilbert, 5S. 11. Bird, J. 8. Veeder, Thos, Smith and J. ML. Ross. 

The miuisters that have officiated sinee the organization of the 
church are—first, the Rev. Joseph Gordon, who was the stated 
supply from its formation till the 16th of June, £858; then follewed 
Rev. Jas. 5. Walton, till the Ist of June, 1859; Nev. Joseph Gor- 
don again officiated until the Ist of May, 1863; he was followed 
by Rev. E. W. Taylor, as supply, to September 19th, 1854, when 
Rev. Gordon again returned for the third time, and served until 
March 18th, 1866. Rev. W. P. Gibson next received a call, and 
commenced his labors July 1, 1866. He was installed as its first 
pastor on the I4th of October following, and continued in the work 
of the pastorate till Dee. 4th, £870. Rev. John Kidd followed as 
supply from Jan. Ist, 1871, till Oct. P4th, 1873. On the Ist of 
January, 1874, Rev. R. M. Roberts was called to preach, and oe- 
cupied the pulpit till Jan. Ist, 1880. 

It is noted as early as the 24th of April, 1558, that the chureh 
had a good choir, a large, well-regulated Sabbath-sehool and an 
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efficient Bible-elass. The names of the several Sabbath-school 
superintendents since its organization are—A. Keeler, W. IL. 
Bradley, H. D. Brigham, W. C. Sumner, J. H. Baldwin, 5. P. 
Johns, O. IL. Paddock, T. W. Lippincott, R. C. Coyner and R. M. 
Henderson. Some of these have served twice and three times. 
The first four were superintendents when it was a Union sehool. 

The first Sabbath after the church was dedicated, the Presbytery 
of Alton held its fall meeting, in 1857, in Pana. The J?eporter 
thus speaks of it: “ Notwithstanding the newness of the place, abun- 
dant accommodations were provided for all the members of the 
Presbytery. Nor were these the only guests. Gov. Slade, of Ver- 
mont, with thirteen female teachers, were there, just arrived from 
the East. And still there was room, for largeness of heart has a 
wonderful influence to make narrow aceommodations wide and 
ample.” 

The self-saerificing Jabors of Rey. Gordon for this church from 
first to last were great. Amidst its many trials, thrice did he come 
to its relief with a heart full of Christian love. He was possessed 
of energy and executive ability, as well as the bold herald of the 
Gospel. In the presentation cf truth, he was at all times earnest 
and iustructive; and his aged Christian life ever shed a halo of 
fragrant perfume all around. For many years his genial face has 
been familiar on the streets; and “Father Gordon” a household 
word with the good citizens of Pana. Nor were his labors urap- 
preeiated. In reeognition of his services, in one, of many instances, 
a large and handsomely bound Bible was publicly presented, with 
this inseription: “ To Rey. Joseph Gordon, from the Alton aud 
Terre Tfaute railroad boys.” 

Two gentlemen reeeived permission to re-model the pulpit at 
their own expense. Other acts of kindness were exhibited. Indeed 
the evidence was apparent on every hand, that the people of Pana 
had some proper appreciation of the value and importance of reli- 
gious privileges. 

Like most churehes, when completed, there was a small debt 
hanging over it. Soon the ladies of the congregation were found 
at the front and “did what they could” to help meet it. A festival 
was held in the new chureh, on the 31st day of Deeember, 1857. 
The committee of arrangements in this movement were Mrs. O. 
Monroe, Mrs. W. H. Kneeland, Mrs. 8. H. Rice, Mrs. W. B. Little, 
Miss Ann Baltzley, Miss Ophelia M. Putnam, Mrs. M.S? Beekwith 
and Mrs. A. Weeler. Tickets, 50 ceuts; amount realized, $140. 

Miss Paine, of Du Quoin, H1., presented the soeiety with a set of 
handsome curtains for the church-windows. The whole cost of the 
ehureb, when completed, was $2,500. Pana at this time had no 
town-hall or other place of meeting. The chureh being the only 
commodious house in the winter of 1857-8, was used by everybody 
—Presbyterians, Lutherans, Methodists, and during the long win- 
ter-evenings, the Lyceum prospered by being able to find within 
its walls room for the large audienees which were accustomed to 
assemble at its discussions. It was nsed by singing schools, tem- 
perance-leetures, agricultural addresses and oecasionally by eoncert- 
troupes. In eourse of time, this indiseriminate use of the ehureh 
was forbidden hy the Session, The question arose between the 
Trustees and Session, as to which had the right to control the house. 
The Elders said: ‘ This is our business, and not that of the Trus- 
tees;” and the Joeal pastor, Rev. J. 8. Walton, said: “This pulpit 
is mine, and no one has a right to oceupy it without my consent.” 
The result was the Session controlled the church, and for a time 
the iuterdiction caused some unpleasant feeling in the community. 
The pastor's salary was $500 per annum. 

In February, [875, Mr. Roberts ealled the officers of the chureh 
together, aud urged upon them the absolute neeessity of erceting a 
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new house of worship. A resolution was passed at that meeting 
setting forth, that if the members of the church would clothe the 
session und trustees with power to sell the old church and lot, and 
buy another site, leaving them uuhampcred as to levation, plan or 
cost of the new building, they would andertake the enterprise. At 
a mecting of the members of the church, held Feb. 17th, 1875, the 
authority was given as requested, excepting that the site was to be 
approved of hy the majority of the members. The officers went to 
work at once. After much negotiation, a site was scleeted seventy 
by one hundred feet, corner of North Third and Maple streets. 
The members of the church confirmed the selection by almost a 
unanimous vote. After many plans had been suggested, the eom- 
mittee decided on a plan, submitted by Elder T. W. Lippincott, 
for a building forty by eighty fect, with side-entrances and a sliding 
partition cutting off thirty two feet for Sunday-school purposes, 
with room above for sociables. A sub-ecommittce on finance, con- 
sisting of N.C. Coyner, J. 8. Vecder and §. W. Bird, were ap-+ 
pointed, and also a committee of construction, composed of T. W. 
Lippineott, &. P. Johns and 1). C. McLeod. 

The financial labor was divided, giving the ladies the responsi- 
bility of raising money to purchase furniture for the interior, and 
to the Sabbath-school was given the duty of raising funds sufficient 
to buy a five hundred pound bell. All went to work with a will, 
and though the financial condition of the country was depressed on 
aveount of poor crops and bad weather, the church was built and 
furnished by the third of September, 1876; at which time it was 
dedicated practically free from debt. The church eost twelve thou- 
sand dollars, including price of site. The bell which hung in the 
old church is now in the Lutheran chureh in Pana, and may still 
be heard each abbath calling the worshiper to come. 


PRESBYTERIAN CHUL LCM AT TAYLORVILLE: 


This church was organized by the Rey. J. G. Bergen, D.D., of 


Springfield, INinois, July 26th, 1857. The following list comprises 
the original members:—Nathanicl Vlarris, Mrs. Sophronia TLarris, 
Calvin Goudy, M.D., Mrs. Marthy Goudy, 1L D. Brigham, Mrs. 
Mary L. Brigham, A. 3. arris, Mrs. Sarah Jarvis, Noyes Ladd, 
Mrs. Phivbe Ladd, Jacob Overholt, Mrs. Abigail Torrey, Geo. W. 
Lash, Mrs. Susan (. Sattley, Mrs. dane E. Chapman, Mrs. Mary 
Ryan, Mrs. Marrict Ladd, Mrs. Jane Miller, Miss Sophronia 
Flarris. Of these nineteen members, only five are now on the 
ground, the rest having died or moved to other churches. At first 
they had no house of worship, but used that of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian church for several years; then, fora time, they wor- 
shiped in the north-west school-house. During thesc years the 
membership had increased to over fifty. In the summer of 186) 
they began to build a house of worship for themselyces, and dedi- 
eated it complete February 6th, 1870. The cost, ineluding lots, 
was $6,000. Tt ts noted for its neat and tasteful arrangement, and 
has a seating eapacity of nearly 400. 

In 1875 the membership had reached the number of 175—hut 
has declined since then by death and removals, until now it 
is little more than 100; these are hopeful, and have before them, 
asa chureh, good prospeets of increase and great usefulness. 

Sinee this church had a house of worship it has maintained an 
active, earnest and cflicient Sabbath-school, whose membership has 
ranged from 100 to nearly 300, the last annual report giving the 
membership enrolled as 288. The Superintendents of this school 
have been Dr, Calyin Goudy, Win. M. Proyine, Msy., and Hon. 1. 
P. Shumway, the last the present Incumbent in office. 

The following comprises the list of the elders, in their order: 
Calvin Goudy, M = D., Warvey 1). Brigham, Nathaniel Harris, 


Joseph C. Smith, Samuel W. Morrison, John E. Montgomery, 
Emanuel Johns, and A. B. Harris, Wm. W. Ifall, Andrew J. 
Willey, Wm. T. Evans. ‘The fonr last mentioned constituting the 
present board. Of all these, Dr. C. Goudy, until his decease in 
1877, led in aetivity, planning, praying, and working almost in- 
cessantly for the chureh’s advancement. Perhaps to him, more 
than to any one individual, the church owes its prosperity and sue- 
cessful history. 

Among others who have becn more or less helpful as officers for 
the church, may be mentioned John W. Price, AG. Barnes, E. A. 
Miller, P. Gi. Barton, Jos. AL. Crabb, and G, Crooker. 

This chureh has had the following pastors, in their order: Revs. 
H.R. Lewis, J. H. Warris, Robt. Rudd, L. Pave Walker, J. ©. 
Aull, L. . Littell, and the present incumbent, H. 2. Carson. It 
has enrolled as members, in all, 278, making an average of about 
12 additions annually, and an annual average membership since 
1875 of about 125, 

Besides the 86,000 for building their house of worship, this 
church has contributed for the carrying on of church work at home 
and elsewhere over 816,010). 


PRESBYTERIAN CUURCIL OF ASSUMPTION, 

As the village of Assumption was first called Tacusa, so was the 
church called Tacusa Chureh until the towns of Assumption and 
Tacusa were united under one name.  Sinee that time it has been 
known as the Assumption Presbyterian Church. 

Mareus L. Barrett was the first Presbyterian who beeame a resi- 
dent of Assumption; and as he was fondly devoted to the chureh of 
his choice, and was able by his keew foresight to sce the advantages 
of the church to this new town, he soon had a meeting arranged and 
a minister invited to come and preach to the few scattered inhabit- 
ants, 

At that time only a few houses could be seen on the wide expanse 
of prairie as viewed from the depot of the I]linvis Central Railroad, 
which was then in its infaney. The Presbyterian Church was the 
first Protestant Chureh in the town. It was organized in the 
dwelling of M. L. Barrett, on the 27th day of May, 1857, by 
Mr. H. fi. Lewis, a minister invited from a distance, to attend to 
this special work. The eongregation was gathcred from the country 
for miles aronnd, and the organization was made with a membership 
of forty. 

The first Elders chosen were 8. C. Sheller and Wm.G Cal- 
houn. Elders sinee chosen Daniel Gahagan, Zadok Lonham, 
George White, §. M. Moore, William Ray, John Moore and Dr. J. 
Bennett. The following are the ministers who have been engaged 
in the labors eonnected with the church; If. It Lewis, preached 
from 1859 to 1860, one year; Clark Louden, from 1861 to 1866; 
B. E. Mayo, 1866 to 1868, the last year as installed pastor. Wash- 
ington Maynard took charge of the church as a supply in 1868, and 
was installed pastor, September 24, 1873; which pastorate ended in 
September, 1875. KR. M. Neill was employed on January 1, 1876, 
as a supply for the pulpit for one year, but owing to adverse cireum- 
stances he gaye up the charge in August, 1876, and Washington 
Maynard again oecupied the pulpit, heginning October 1, 1876, and 
continues in the services of the church to the present time. The 
church edifice was erected in 1861, and was dedicated June 25d of 
that year. The building evst one thousand dollars; the ground 
upon which it stands having been donated by LE. E. Malhoit. Tn 
1867, a parsonage was built on a part of the same lot on which the 
church stands. The parsonage is a two story lrame building, built 
at a cost of seyen hundred and fifty dollars. The membership of 
this charch is about two hundred. 
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MORRISONVILLE PRUSEYTERIAN CHURCH. 

Rev. Washington Maynard, of Assumption, IHinois, and Dr. 
Calvin Goudy, of Taylorville, by appointment of the Presbytery, 
organized the Preshyterian Church at Morrisonville, on the second 
Sabbath in January, in the year 1871. © The membership at that 
early date in the history of the town was only fifteen persons, but 
they were endowed with genuine Christian zeal, and became the 
foundation of a church organization that soon grew to greater pro- 
portions and extensive influence. That small number formed a 
nucleus around which have gathered one hundred and eighty more, 
making a good and influential band of Christian workers. In the 
month of May, 1872, FE. P. Rankin, a young man, at the time a 
student of Prinecton College, New Jersey, was engaged to preach 
for four months. At the end of the engagement, he, (having ae- 
eeptably performed the duties of his office), was called to be pastor 
of the church, and was installed and ordained in due form, The 
congregation felt the need of a suitable house of worship, and in the 
winter of 187! and 1872, they proceeded to crect one, at a cost of 
about five thousand one hundred dollars. 

The chureh was dedicated in due form in the month of July, 1872. 
The amount of indebtedness at the time of the dedication was about 
one half of the original cost of the building. 

The debt was bravely assumed and carricd by the membership, 
and soon began to diminish under careful financial management. 
During the winter of 1879-80, the debt was entirely paid. off, 
amid much rejoicing by the faithful members of the organization. 

The chureh is a handsome building on one of the best lots in 
town, and has an aetive membership at the present time, though 
somewhat redueed by removals and other common causes. The 
future of this church seems bright, and a prospect of great uscfulness 
is opening up before it, and with the usual activity of its members 
it will soon rank high as a church, and many will be glad to say 
“this or that man was born there.” 


THE CUMBERLAND PRESBYTERIAN CIIURCT. 
BY REV.C.G. KEOWN, 

Ty attempting to give a brief sketch of the history of the Cum- 
berland Presbyterian Church in Christian county, I regret that 
my means of information are so meagre and incomplete, that it 
willbe out of my power to give the patrons of this work as full 
asketch ofthat braneh of the great Christian church, of which I write, 
and have the honor to be an humble member, as it descrves, and 
as the future reader may expeet Noram I insensible to the im- 
portance, as well as the delicacy of the task T undertake. It is one, 
however, which I have considered due to the cause of Christ, and 
especially, to the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 

The first introduction of Cumberland DPresbyterianism in the 
county, so far as the writer has any means of information, was as 
early as 1857, when Rey. J. M. Bone, (as we learn from his own 
statement,) by order of Vandalia Preshytery, as a circuit rider, 
preached some in the north-eastern part of the county. He doubt- 
less preached there the first sermon by a Cumberland Presbyterian 
minister in the county. 

We find also by reference tothe minutes of Vandalia Presbytery, 
that there was a congregation in the north-eastern part of the 
county, known as “ North Mt. Carmel congregation,” as carly as 
1844. But we have no record of the date of its organization, and 
it seems to have been lost sight of. 

In the spring of 1841, James H. Boyd and Alfred Boyd, moved 
with their families from Christian county, Kentucky, and located 
on Bear creck, in what was then a part of Montgomery county, but 
afterward, in the formation of Christian, this part of the old was 


embraced in the new county, Having been aceustomed to enjoying 
the means of grace from the hands of Cumberland Presbyterian 
ministers, in their former home, it was not strange that they, soon 
after locating in this then new and sparsely scttled section of conn- 
try, began to Jong for the means of’ grace to which they had been 
aceustomed. 

Consequcutly they with a few other Christian men and women 
banded themeclyes together in a Cumberland Presbyterian society 
vome time in JS41, with a view of setting up the standard of the 
gospel as Cumberland Presbyterians. 

In the summer of 1842, Jas. H. Boyd started out in search 
of a Cumberland Presbyterian minister. 
distanee he was informed that there wasa meeting then in pro- 


After traveling some 


gress, being conducted by ministers of that order. Tle made his 
way thither and found Revs. Joel Knight and Joseph Barlow, and 
in response to his carnest solicitations, Rey. Barlow came and 
preached for them oceasionally, December 8th, 1844, Revs. Knight 
and Barlow, by order of Vandalia Presbytery, organized them into 
a cangregation, known as the Antioch eongregation. Jas. IT. Boyd 
and Alfred Curry were elected aud ordained ruling elders. 

In the fall of 1845, Rev. J. M. Bone took pastoral charge of this 
newly organized congregation, preaching alternately to them, and 
at Taylorville, the county-seat. He states to the writer, “As 
we had no house of worship at Taylorville, and no members, £ 
preached at first at the private residence of Mr. Dorety, in a room 
about 12 by 14 feet square: afterward using a school-house and 
then the eourt-house, until the fall of 1848, when the Anticeh con- 
gregation built a house of worship in Taylorville, costing about 
$200, and in the spring of 1849 the name of the congregation was 
changed from Antioch to Taylorville; quite a number of the mem- 
bers having moved to that place. Rey. J. M. Bone continued his 
ninistcrial services with them until the spring of 1556, since which 
time they have enjoyed the ministerial serviecs of Revs. J. M. Bone, 
J. M. Galaway, 8. Nichards, D.D., J. B. Logan, D.D., E. J. Gilles- 
pie and T. IT, Coulter, In the spring of 1$74, this congregation 
built a neat and elegant brick church, costing them about $9,000, 
which we trust may long stand as a monument to their fidelity and 
a blessing to the world. 

And although they have mct with severe reverses, yet, with the 
blessing of Almighty God, they have gradually taken stronger 
hold, and the little seed that was planted there more than forty 
years ago by Rey. J. M. Bone, under the most unfavorable cireum- 
stances, has not only sprung up, but we trust is bearmg fruit, to the 
honor and glory of God an hundred-fold. 

Abont the year 1861 or 1862, Rey. C. T. Linxwiler Joeated in 
this county, and operated yery avceptably and successfully, and 
mainly through his instrumentality on September 13th, 1869, a 
congregation of thirty-seven members was organized near where the 
town of Palmer ix now located, known as the Palmer congregation ; 
Rev. J. C. Wamilton assisted in the organization, A. Boyd, H.C. 
Jolmson, A. E. Boyd and W. W. Elkin were chosen elders, and 
Joseph H. Boyd, deacon. Revs. Linswiler and Tamilton supplied 
them with ministerial services until probably the spring of 1871, 
when it appears that Rey. D. Tt. Bell took pastoral charge of the con_ 
gregation, and served them until the spring of 1873, at which time 
the writer took charge of the congregation and located in the town 
of Palmer, preaching for them cach alternate Sabbath, until the fall 
of 1875, when the congregation built a neat and eoufurtable house 
of worship, costing about SPS800, and dedicated it to Almighty 
God, January 25d, 1876. 

Ney. JB. Young supplied the congregation with preaching dur. 
ing the spring and summer of 1876, atter which they were supplied 
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with the word and ordinances hy Rev, W. W. M. Barber, until the 
spring of 1878, when again the writer served them a short time 
after which Rey. J. W. Nichodemus was pastor of the congregation 
for one year. Siace the fall of 1878, they have been but partially 
supplied with preaching. 

During the short history of this congregation it has enjoyed 
many precious seasons of grace, and through God she has been 
blessed as the means of the conversion of scores of immortal 
souls. Yet by remoyals and deaths, &c., their membership does 
not now exceed forty. But with an earnest effort on their part, 
and the blessing of God, there is yet for them a brighter day, and 
reasons for encouragement and renewed consecration. 

The Morrisonville congregation at Morrisonville was organized 
by Rey. D. R. Bell, January 8th, 1871, Tt. M. Young, Win. IHo- 
yer and W. N. Bell were chosen elders. 

Rey. D. R. Bell took pastoral charge of this congregation, and 
continued his ministerial services with them until the spring of 1873, 
During his stay with them they built a small house of worship, 
costing them about $800. 

In the spring of 1878, the writer took pastoral charge of this 
congregation, in connection with his work in Palmer, giving to each 
of them half his time, for one year or more. 

In the spring of 1876, the writer loeated in Morrisonville, and 
has continued his services with them up to this date. In addition 
to these organizations we have members living in different parts of 
the county urgently calling for the means of grace at the hand of 
Cumberland Presbyterian ministers, and could we have devoted 
ministers sufficient to occupy the field, there might soon be congre- 
gations organized in various parts of the county. 

T cannot close this brief sketch without giving a synopsis of the 
theological position that we oeeupy as a branch of the church of 
Christ ; and thereby answer the oft-repeated inquiry: What is the 
difference between the Cumberland Presbyteriaus and other 
branches of the great Presbyterian family ? 

We claim to be neither Calvinistic nor Arminian, oceupying 
as we claim and helieve,a middle ground between the two extremes 
of Calvinism, on the one hand, and Arminianism on the other. 

We understand they substantially agree on the doctrine of general 
deprayity and salyation by grace. In this we agree with them. 

With Arminians, we believe in a full and free atonement for 
all men, and that all men may be saved if they will. 

With Calvinists, we believe in the final perseverance of the 
saints, based on the sovereignty of God and the agency of man 
combined. In fact, we believe that the Bible systen: of theology, 
as held by Cumberland Presbyterians, contains all that is good in 
both Arminianism and Calvinism, and none of the objectionable 
parts of either. 

In our system we have the true relations and just proportion of 
the supreme and subordinate agency, thereby having agency as 
free as ean bein the Arminian system, and certainly as perfect as can 
be in the Calvinistic, without the uncertainty of the one and the 
fatality of the other. 


THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
BY REV. ISAAC A. WILSON, 

The first minister of the Associate Reformed Church who preached 
in Christian county was John B. Clark, a licentiate of the Second 
Associate Presbytery of Ohio, one Sabbath in July, 1852, preaching 
in Taylorville in the morning, and at the house of John Waddell 
in the evening. In the following autumn, the county was visited 
by Revs. Thomas Drennen and J. M. Gordon, each preaching on 


Sabbath. In June, 1853, Nev. Joseph Clokey, of St. Clair, Pa., 
preached on Sabbath, and organized a Sabbath-sehool of twenty 
scholars, and baptized one child, Samuel Clokey Waddell, son of 
John and Ann E. Waddell. After this, Rev. 5. Millen preached 
one Sabbath. 

In June, 1854, Rev. Joseph Clokey visited this locality, preached 
oue Sabbath, and organized a congregation of thirteen members, 
whose names we here record: “John Waddell and his wife, Ann 
S$ Elijah Waddell and his wife, Ruth Ann; Archibald Waddell 
and his wife, Eliza; James Shaw and his wife, Mabel; Josiah 
Waddell, Elenor Tedlie, Andrew Orr and his wife, Anna, and 
Samuel Orr. One infant was baptized. John Waddell was chosen 
and ordained ruling elder. Mr. Waddell stil] lives in the enjoy- 
ment of health and the exercise of this office, taking an active part 
in the work of the church; but time is making an impression upon 
him. Rev. & Millen visited them in the summer, and broke unto 
them the bread of life one day. Late in the fall, W. W. Waddell, 
a graduate of Muskingum College, ard of the A. R. Theological 
Seminary of Allegheny, a licentiate, came to supply a few Sabbaths; 
but in the mysterious, yet wise dispensation of God's providence, 
he was taken with typhoid fever, and in twelve days, Jan. 13th, 
1855, his earthly course terminated. He was peculiarly well fitted 
for the work that seemed to he before him, being a good scholar, 
affable in manners, much devoted to the cause, well-disciplined, and 
a good musician, Just two weeks previous to this, Elijah Waddell, 
one of the original members, was suddenly called away by death. 
As he was an excellent and worthy man, the little floek beeame 
much disheartened, and for nearly two years there was only three 
or four days’ preaching. 

In June, 1857, Rev. Dr. Clokey dispensed the Supper at the 
house of Robert Matthews, when the following persons were received 
hy certificate: Joseph M. Long and his wife, Sarah A., Sarah J. 
Long, Rebecca A. Long, Mary E. Long, Robert I. Long, and 
William G, Henry and his wife, Sarah, from the congregation of 
Le Claire, Pa., and Robert Matthews and his wife, Elizabeth, James 
Waddell and his wife, Ruth, from West Virginia, by certificate, 
and then by examination and profession of faith, Joseph M. 
Long having been acting ruling elder in St. Clair congregation, he 
was asked to continue to exercise its functions and duties in this 
eongregation. In this office he still exercises great prudence, 
wisdom and Christian zeal and fidelity. 

During the summer of £857, a church-building was put up ready 
for the plastering. From June until October of the following year, 
the congregation was supplicd occasionally by Revs. Aten, Young 
and Benj. Waddell, of New Concord, Ohio, who remained two or 
three Sabbaths, dispensing the Lord’s Supper in the new chureh, at 
which time six persons were received to membership by certificate. 

On May 25th, 1858, the union, which had been under negotiations 
for nearly twenty-five years, was happily consummated at Pittsburg, 
Pa. The united church is known as the United Presbyterian 
Chureh of North America. The congregation of which we write 
had been under the care of the First Associate Reformed Presby- 
tery of Hlinois; but in consequence of the union it was necessary 
to reorganize the Presbyterics, and the Synod of linois, at its 
meeting held at Monmouth, October, 1858, formed a new Presby- 
tery, called the Presbytery of Bloomington, which includes in its 
bounds what is known as the Wnited Presbyterian congregation of 
Spring Creek. During the following year, the community was 
fayored with some excellent preaching, as the record of names 
shows, Revs. W. G. Waddell, Jos Clokey, J. KX. Black and W. C. 
Pollock. Rey. W. 11. Jeffers preached May, 1860. Rey. W. CG. 
Pollock dispensed the Supper in June; and for one year the follow- 
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ing are recorded as preachers: Revs. IL. Melfatton, M. Clark, Jas. 
Sawhill, Robert McCracken and WR. Erskine; the latter «is- 
pensing the Supper. At these two communivn seasons, eight were 
received by certiticate, and eight by examination and profession. 
During this summer Revs. Jolin Jemison and W. TH. Blair preached 
a tew Sabbaths, and Rev. EE. B. Calderhead two Sabbaths in Octo- 
ber, dispensing the Supper, at which time three were received to 
membership. Until 1864 the pulpit was supplied by a number of 
different ministers, among whom were Revs. E. A. Brownlee, Thos. 
Stevenson, Willian: Morrow, George A. Hutchison, John 1. Brown, 
and occasionally a day by Rey. Dr. Clokey. In the spring of IS'4 
a call was made out, addressed to J. H. Brown, a licentiate of Mon- 
mouth Presbytery, asking that he take the pastoral oversight of 
the congregation; but he declined. The following autumn Rev. 
N. UL. Brown, of Chicago Presbytery, dispeused the Supper Sept. 
25th. Two were received by certificate to membership. Rev. J. 
P. Chambers preached in the winter, and moderated in a call Noy. 
24th, asking Rev. N. H. Brown to become pastor. In this effort to 
secure a settled pastor, the congregation was successful, Mr. Brown 
commenced his labors in this new relation May 7th, 1865. This 
was followed by an accession of nine to the eommunion of the church 
in that year. During the fall of 1866, two additional ruling clders 
were elected, George Patterson and W. F. Boyd. and on Noy. 18th 
were ordained and installed. The pastorate of Rey. N. H. Brown 
Jasted nearly four years, his Jabors ending with March, 1SG9. 
During this time thirty-seven members were added, aud thirty-one 
dismissed, leaving about forty-six members. There was but one 
death, that of James I. Graham. The organization of a congrega- 
tion at Pana was the eause of'so many dismissals during E866, 

From March, 1869, until October, IS72, there was preaching 
oceasionally. Rev. J. V. Pringle, of Pana, began his Inbors as 
stated supply, preaching every third Sabbath until October, 1876. 
There was then little, if any, preaching until May of the following 
year, when Rev. Isaac A. Wilson, of the U.P. Presbytery af Ne- 
braska, was directed by the superintendent of missions of Bloom- 
ington Presbytery to visit Spring Creek congregation, and ascertain 
their wants and desires, and what they wished to do for the support 
of divine ordinances. He preached on May 15th, and on the 27th 
eflorts were put forth to ascertain the amount that could be raised 
for preaching half time in connection with Pana. This resulted in 
a subscription promising $520. 

About the first of July, the congregation saw fit to ask Tey. 
Wilson to remain for one year as stated supply half time. Some 
time in July preaching was appointed at Willey’s Station on the 
Wabash RoR. The audience, so far as numbers were concerned, 
was not flattering; bat an appointment was made for that day tour 
weeks. It was afterwards decided to preach every alternate Rab- 
bath, in connection with Spring Creek. Jn both, the sudiences 
have increased in numbers and interest ever since. The Jatter has 
a Sabbath-school of nearly 100 scholars; the former about SO, 
Jobn N. Waddell is superintendent of the Sabbath-school at Wil- 
ley, and Benj. E. Waddell at Spring Creek, the latter conducting 
the singing in both places. Both are well qualified for the-e duties. 
From 1872 to October, 1876, four were reecived to membership iu 
the church. From May 15th, 1877, to the present, April sth, 
1880, two have been reevived by profession and cxamination, and 
three by certificate, and four dismissed by eertificate. Peace and 
good-will prevail throughout its hounds. The attendance ts prompt ; 
the music good. There are many very excellent citizens and good 
Christian brethren of other denominations who worship with them, 
and assist in all the charch-work. Such hearty, open-handcd cha- 
rity and kindly sympathy shonld not go unmentioned. It vill 
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most certainly be abundantly blessed. The congregation have just 
heen making an cilort to have preaching every Sabbath, and haye 
pledged for its support about $600. They feel hupetil for the 
future, Messrs. John Waddell, Juseph M. Long, George Patterson 
and Benjamin 1. Waddell constitute the session at this writing. 
Ixane A. Wilson continnes stated supply. John N. Waddell is 
trearurer, The present membership is thirty-six. Since its organ- 
ization six names have been erased from the roll. In fourteen 
veurs, ending April, 1880, there are but nine deaths, and since 1865 
sixteen weddings. 


UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CONGREGATION AT PANA, 

The first account of preaching here, as found upon the reeords, 
was June 22d, 1866, by Rey. W. RL Erskine, at which time the eon- 
gregation was organized by the election and installation of two rul- 
ing elders, RD). Murry and Preston Panght. Who the original 
members werethe records donot show. Bat we may record the tol- 
lowing ax a part: Joli Murry and wife, 2. D. Murry, William 
Murry and wife, Maggie J. Florence, Elenor Y, Finly, ElHzabeth 
MeNary, Saruh E. Uerdman, Preston Faught and others. There 
was, no doubt, preaching by others previous to this, but the abuve 
ix all the records speak of. After this, Rev. N. 1K. Crow preached 
for one year or more as stated supply. Devember reevived to mem- 
bership six by certificate and two by examination and profession, 
also eleeted one additional ruling elder, William White, who 
being previously ordained, was invited to act with the session, 
During the same falla meeting of session was held, at what is 
known as Buckeye, where preaching was eld occasionally, and 
received to membership by examination aud profession two smd by 
eertificate thirteen, most of whom were from the United Presbyte- 
rian congregation of Spring Creck. 

A mecting of the congrezation was held Friday, March 29th, 
1867, to tuke action in relation to the creetion of a clurch building, 
and attend to any other business that could come regularly before 
the meeting. We are then lettin the dark until June 7th, of the fol- 
lowing year when we read of Jolin C. Truesdale dispensing the Lord's 
Supper amongthem. Twoarercecived to membership by examination 
and profession, Mrs, McFlhany, wife of David MeElhany, is the 
first wlult who reecived baptism. Preaching was supplied them 
pretty regularly, so far vas we can Jearn, yet but little was done 
toward the erection of the church until Rev. J. V. Pringle’s 
prescnec among them. He commeneed his labors, as supply, in the 
latter part of July. Andrew Gaily was chosen ruling elder, and 
Octoher 23d, was installed. 

Rev. J. V. Pringle was installed pastor April 15th, 1869, when 
eighteen persons were reecived to membership, ten by certificate and 
eight by examination and profession. September 17th, four re- 
ceived to membership. During the year 1470, six were received to 
membership. During the following year four received certificates 
to connect with anuther denomination, and four were added to the 
membership. May, 1 Mrs, Vlizabeth Brown, of the United 
Presbyterian congregation of Barlow, Washington county, Ohio, 
wus received on certificate and sixteen by examination and profession, 

CM. iEspy was chosen ruling clder, January 2oth, and ordained 
and installed March Gth. May sd, W. F. Boyd, formerly of 
Spring creck session, was chosen, and June 26th was installed mem- 


ber of session. 

February 25d, we first read of session mecting at the “ United 
Presbyterian Church.” In the meantime vigorous efforts were put 
forth, aud a subseription of $4,000 or $5,000 was secured, and by 
personal sovlicitatiuns of Rey, Pringle, in different parts of the 
church, 82,000 additional were sceured, and with this the church 
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was erected, The house, when completed, cost $9,500, aud) when 


entercd there were over 82,000 indebtediucss on it. 

Tt isa fine superstructure, well and tastefully furnished. It is 
aoneat Gothie brick building; the walls ore nicely frescoed 5 and 
heated by furnaces, it is quite comfortable stmmer and winter, ad is 
an ornament to the city of Pana. Tu IS7z, the northern winds 
seemed to blow rather rudely, and accessions were notas desired. In 
the following year, three were received by examination and five by 
certifieate. Jn L874, six were received to membership. But the 
‘new yersion of the Psalms’? did not prove a balm for all their 
wounds. The pastoral relation between Rev. Pringle and the con- 
gregation was dissolved by the Presbytery, February 20th, 1877, 
From this action Mr. Pringle dissented, and gave notice of an 
acion, with about $1,800 of indebted- 
ness, were eft vacant. Isaac A. Wilson appeared among them May 
12th, and preached the 20th, supplying every alternate Sabbath 
{o the present writing (April 9th, £590), 


appeal to Synod. The cong 


The debt was entirely removed in less than ene year by the as- 
sistance of kind friends, and the Board of Church Extension of the 
United Presbyterian Church, The Sabbath-school is superintended 
hy 1. A. Wilson, when present The membership has been much 
reduced by death and removals. 


THE BAPTIST CUURCIL. 
BY REV. OSWALD SNELL. 

The history of the Baptist Church in Mlinois, like all other 
churehes with the advance of civilization, as “westward the course 
of cmpire takes its way: "is one of rapid development. To go 
back about fifty years, it will be at once observed that from the 
simulest beginnings, and most feeble, and somctimes mnost unpreni- 
sing citorts to establish churches upon the fronticr, the greatest 
results and most rapid successes have ensued. Tt would be uscless, 
and perhaps uninteresting, to go hack to the tdividuals of any 
particular society, and to trace their first efforts to have preaching 
service, but as sven as societies are organized they become by their 
spirit of unity, aggressive, and of more vencral interest 5 we there- 
fore propose to mention the time of the first organizations with which 
the Baptist Churches were connected, aml represented by delegates 


in the county of Christian ; and gradually follow up the progress of 


others that were the natural outgrowth of those existing about 
halfa century since in this part of the State. We find that the 
Jinois Baptist Pastoral Union was organized at or about the year 
1835, The following ministers were connected with the carlicr ineet- 
ings, took part in the organizations, and attended the Union from 
year to year, and are doubtless remembered by many of our oldest 
settlers, as their names have been a family word to the present gen- 
eration ax pioneer preachers through the ditlerent portions of the 
State, aud laborers in the county of Christian :—levs. W. FP. Boya- 
kin, John M. Peck, E. Tucker, J. NX. Tolman, J. Bulkley, A. 
Jackson, J. O. Metealf, () Harrington, J. L. Thompson, W. 2D. J. 
Johnson, G ME Riley, 8. G. Miner, 8.8. Bailey, PW. Togmire, C. 
ttreenleat, SM. Brown, O. J. Sherman, Norman Parks, Jesse 
Elledge, R. FP. Ellis, 7.1). Newell, SS. Martin, J. W. Dennison, 
Joel Sweet, B. B. Carpenter, Wm. Hobbs, Thomas Powell, Luther 
Stone, Ineob Dower, L. Raymond, IL. Ge Weston, Win Cates, D. 
L. Phillips, J. M. Chapman, Chas. Thompson. Organized about 
the same time and cver afterward connecting its interests with the 
Baptist Pastoral Union was the Hlinois Baptist educational Sucicty, 


whose officers, board of managers, presidents, secretaries and 
treasurcrs, were from time to time elected from the brethren of the 
Union; and both of these sccietics have Leen, according to their 


ability and development, receiving the support and co-operation of 
the Baptist churehes in Christian county, and throughout the State of 
Ulnois generally. Delegates were annually sent to represent these 
churches, state their necds, aud secure laborers for this part of the 
State. Ln the year 1840 we find the following churches represented 
in the Springfield Association, viz:—pringtield, Diamoud Grove, 
Island Grove, Lndians Creck, Sangamon Bottom, Lebanon, Clay's 
Grove, Manchester, Apple Creek, Stonington, Virginia, Big Spring, 
Jacksonville and Winchester. Stonington Church at this time re- 
ports nine members, but yet ina few years afterwards it provides 
a number of the coustituent members for the Taylorville Organiza- 
tion, Stonington Church at this time was represented in the Spring- 
field Association by Samucl Peabody, who was for a number of 
years the delegate from the church to the association at its annual 
convening. In the year 1546, we find the name of Nev. Paris Pray, 
who still resides at Taylorville, sent as a delegate by the Stonington 
Church to the Springfield Association, and the church at Stonington 
numbering forty-four members. The following isa copy of the 
letter sent by the Springfield Association during that year, and will 
illustrate the spirit of the churches and association for a number of 
years. “The Springfield Association to the Association with which 
we correspond :” 

Dew Brethren, we hail with pleasure the return of another anni- 
versary. We have to mourn over our coldness, and complain that 
during the past year we have been almost destitute of the reviving in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit. Union and harmony prevail, and our 
inyuiry is * Wilt thou not revive us again?” Although we have not 
witnessed any special outpouring of the Spirit of God, yet we feel to 
rejoice that there is at present a spirit of humility and contrition of 
heart manifested by the churches. 


Brethren pray for us, that we 
may arise from our lethargy and shake off the shackles that bind 
us tothe carth, so that we may rise on the wings of faith, lay hold 
on the horns of the altar and claim the promises of God. Our sessions 
have been marked by harmony aud interest, and we doubt not a 
salutary influence is exerted on the minds of the attentive audiences. 
We solicit a continuance of correspondence, and always weleome 
with joy the presence of your delegates and aninisters. That you 
may know what we are doing for a world that lieth in wickeduess, 
we refer you to our minutes. Now Brethren may the Master of 
Assemblies be with us all, and may the gentle intluence of His 
Spirit guide us in the ways of truth, that we may glorify Him here 
in our bodies and spirits which are Tis. Farrewenr. 
Having thns taken a rapid review of the gradual development 
of the Baptist organizations prior te this time, and their connection 
with the Churches of Christian county, we come naturally to note 
the establishment of the Baptist Church in Taylorville. Prior to 
the organization of the church in Taylorville, a special meeting was 
held pursuant to previous notice, November 25d, 1848, Rev G. 
S. Bailey acting as moderator, aul Wm. 8. FPrink acting as clerk, 
Ata special mecting called for November 10, 1848, it was voted 
that we proceed at this time to organize a Baptist Chureh, to be 
ealled the * Taylorville Baptist Church.” Having heen fully satistied 
that the Baptist Church at Stonington (from which these members 
came}, cordially assented to this organization, the following brethren 
and sisters, viz:—Thomas &. Leachman, Josephine Leachman, Julia 
w. Leachman, William 8. Frink, Sarah L. Frink, Sarah A. Frink, 
Lydia A. rink, John .A. Leachman, Mary E. Leachman, ILorace 
Morgan, Merey A. Morgan and Aaron Behymer, were by Rev. G. 
$. Bailey and Rey. Paris Pray, recognised as a Baptist Church. On 
motion, Wm. &. Frink was elected church clerk. — [t was resolved 
that the Satnrday preceding the second Sabbath in each month 
shall be the regular covenant and chureh mecting ; ata mecting 
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held by the chareh, February 10th, 1849, it was voted that T. 3. 
Leachman and W.S. Frink be a committee to visit the church at 
Stonington, and confer with them aud with any other that they may 
deem expedient, in relation to ~pplying this church with preachiny 
a part of the time during the cnrrent year, also that J. IT. 
Leachman and Aaron Behymer he a committee to secure if possible 
the use of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church cdifice for what 
part of the time it can be secured. Ata regular church meeting 
held March 10th, 1849, Rev. Paris Pray was called as the first 
pastor, half of his time to be given to “ Taylorville Baptist Charch,” 
and the remainder to “South Fork Church.” 

May 12, 1840, Rev. Norman Parks, missionary agent of the 
General Association of J]linois, was here, and presented the claims 
of the Association. The committee reported that the use of the 
Presbyterian house of worship could only be secured for the second 
Sabbath in each month, which was accepted. August 11, 1S44), at 
a regular mecting the first letter from the church to the Springtield 
Association, prepared and read by the clerk, W. 8. Frink, was 
adopted and read as follows : 


Beloved Brethren —On the 23d of November, 1848, a number of 
brethren and sisters formerly inembers of the Baptist Church at 
Stonlugton, pursitant to previous arrangement assembled at Tavlor- 
ville, and with the assistance and co-operation of the Rew Gos 
Bailey of Springfield, Mliuois, and Rey. Paris Pray of Stonington, 
organized a Baptist Church; since last spring Rev. Paris Pray has 
labored under the patronage of this church one half of the time, 
dividing his labors between Taylorville and a neighborhood at the 
south part of our eounty, where his labors seem very aeceptable. 

We have 10 meeting-house, nor are we at present able to build 
one, but we are permitted to occupy the Cumberland Presbyterian 
house one Sabbath in each mouth. Our settlements are not very 
dense. Our Methodist brethren are erecting a mecting-house. and the 
number of persons who usually attend mecting at Taylorville, are 
not sufficient to make three respectable congregations, xo that we 
deem our present arrangement the best that can now be made ; con- 
nected with our and the Presbyterian Church, we haye a Sabbath- 
school of over one hundred members, a Union §.8, Library of xome 
400 volumes. Our S.&. is a very interesting one; since its 
organization (April 1848), several conversions have taken place 
among the scholars, some of whom have united with our church 
here. We have no special revival season to record since our 
organization, but we have the satisfaction to say that a spirit: of 
harmony, union and oucness of feeling has evinced that we have in 
some degree at least, enjoyed the approving simile of the great Head 
of the Chureh, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Our number 
at organization 12, by letter 1, total 13.“ Jacob is very small, by 


yD 


whom shall Jacob arise 


The church united with the Springfield Association as above, and 
individual subscriptions were taken for the purpose of procuring 
and sustaining an itinerant through the bounds of the Springtield 
Association. September 12, 1549, T. 8. Leachman was ordained 
deacon, after the evening service, by Rev. GS. Bailey and Rey. 
Paris Pray. October 13, 1549, the first persons were baptized into 
this chureh, viz: Simeon Brents, Mary W. Brents, his wile, and 
Ellen Pearce, by Rev. Paris Pray. 

May 11, 1850, at a regular mecting of the church, W. Ss. Frink, 
deacon; T. 8. Leachman and Robert Weleb were appointed trustees, 
and authorized to secure a lot in the village of Taylorville, whercon 
ty erect a mecting-hause for the use of the Baptist Church. Total 
membership reported this year to the Springfield w\asociation held 


at Mauchester was 2! Resolved at this mecting, that the church 


approves and ratifies the reception of members at the late mectings 
held at South Pork, and herchy gives to Rev. Paris Pray and such 
others of this church as niy be hereatter there assembled, to receive 
in the same manner as the church docs at this place, any and all 
such persons as may present themsclyes, being found in the cstima- 


tion of the members present, worthy ; and this authority to remain 
in force until rescinded by act of the church, In the year 1851, 
Jannary 11, it was voted ata regular mecting that the brethren 
and sisters residing on the Suuth Fork, incmbers of Taylorville 
Baptist Church, have permission if they think it expedient, to 
organize a Baptist Church, and when so organized and reeognized 
asa Baptist Church, to report te this church the names of all such 
members as go into the organization, also that the church cordially 
invite Rev. Jacob Nuapp to bold a series of mectiugs with this 
SMarely 22) 


1851, the following named brethren and sisters were organixed into 


ehurch at such time as will best suit his envavem nts. 


anew church, viz: Francis 8. White, Polly Skinner, Heury Riggs, 
Malinda Niggs, Robert S. Weleh, Mary A. Weleb, John I-hinacl 
Susannah Ishmael, John MeClery, Sursia MeClery, Duane Skinner, 
Elizabeth Skinner, Jonathan Clark, Minerva Clark, James F. 
White, Robert IE. White, James Virden, William Crail, Susan 
Crail, Van W. Williams, Mary C. White, Luey Skinner, Elizabeth 
Wilcox, Emily Wilcox, Nancy E. Pearce, Martha Williams, 
Bridget Robinson. 


’ 


April f2, 1851, a very thin attendance, owing 
probably to the existence of a case of small-pox in the village of 
Taylorville. Additions during the year 30, dismissed 32, leaving a 
During the year 1852, elder Dodson 
AV Union 
monthly prayer-mecting was held in the village of Taylorville 
during this year by the different denominations in bebalf of the s. 
S.interest | A meeting-house was commenced in the xpring of this 
year 32x56 feet io size; during the year 1853, Rev. George W. 8. Bell, 
a licentiate, preached for the charch. Membership reported 39 The 
toy. RW. Nuston preached to the charch from October 1st of this 


membership of 27 only. 
labored with the church one Sabbath in each month. 


year, and was granted the opportunity by vote to preach to the 
J. WL. Leach- 
man died this year, and resolutions of respect to his memory 
The “ Female 
Bible Svcicty ” during the year donated to the church a good Bible, 
and the chureh edifice was duly dedicated on the second Sabbath i 
September, 1853. Prior to this the chureh met in a little school-house 
14 feet square. Revs. E. Dod-on, Paris Pray and Bell were present 
at the dedication. Membership reported for year 53. November 
11, 1854, James TW. Ryan and Elizabeth I. Itvan, presented 
a letter from the Ist Regular Baptist Chureh of Spriugtield, 
Ohio, and were upaniniously received. Mars. Mariah uA. Good- 
rich and Miss Lydia E. Prink departed this life during the nenth 
of November, and a preamble and resolutions were recorded on the 
ehurch book to their memory, Ata mecting held January 15th, 
1855, i¢ was unanimously voted to give Rey. Cyros Miner, of Attica, 
New York, a call to the pastoral charge ol this chureh, and pledged 
the amount of S500 for his salary. In the month of April, 18 
letters of dismission were cranted to Zack Harris, Athalia Harris, 
Aaron Behymer, Nancy E. Behymer, Jonathan L. Pugh, Mary 
Swift, Nebeeca Mosidon, done lor the purpose of uniting with others 


Bear Creek chureh one Sabbath in each month. 


were passed and reported upon the church book. 


in organizing a church at Clear Creck, about seven miles N. W. of 
August 1}, 1895, Rev. CG. S82 Miner tendered) bis 
W. Allen, a licentiate from N, Y. 
State, supphed the church some months during the year 1856, 
then returned to New York, amd died of consumption. June 1st 
of this year, W. uN. Goodrich was appointed delegate to. sit 
in council at Bear Creck for ordaining Rev. Bo F. Chapman. In 


Taylorville. 
resignation to the Chureh. 
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the year 1856, November 1sth, Rey. Thomas Reece was elected 
pastor, July 27, 1857, Daniel and Margaret A. Barnes were re- 
ceived by letter from Deeatar, Ulineis. 

At a ehureh meeting, May 7. George Duke was expelled from 
the membership of the church, On reqnest of Liev. W. Reece, deacon 
7. & Leachman, W. Ss. Prink, J. TI, Ryaty and W. A. Goodrich 
were appoiited delegates to meet in council with the brethren at 
Pana, THHnois, on the 2fst day ot July, 1855, to issist In organizing 
achurch at that place. During 1850, Rev. Paris Pray, who hac 
moved from Stonington and. settled in Taylorville, supplicd the 
ebureh with preaching occasionally, but the church was without a 
pastor until s “ptember, ISG], when Rev. John W. Terry was called 
to labor with th» chureh, at a salary of 8250 per annum, which was 
atterward raised to 8300; but he closed bis labors at the end of the 
year ESGL. Deacon T.8, Leachman, one of the constituent members, 
died May 7, 1883, and a record of his faithful services were made 
in the annual letter to the Springfield Association. © No minutes 
during 1864, James 8. Ryan appointed as delegate to the Spring- 
field Association, held at Decatur; number of members reported 26, 
Mareh 27, 1895, at an appointed meeting, the ehareh endorsed and 
approved of Rey. J. ML Maxwell for appointment hy the executive 
hoard of the general association of Hlinois, to labor with this church 
for one year, from Mareh 18, 1865, at a salary of $450, asking the 
association tu appropriate 8150, which was done, May 15, 1865, 
Danijel Barnes was clected to the office of deacon for this church, 
June 7, 1866, Edward Overand and wife from Ilarttord, Conn., 
presented their letter and were received by the church ; a parsonage 


was built and an organ secured during the year, WS. Vrink was 
cleeted deacon of the church, July 11, 1867. 0 Two members died 
during the year, viz: Kev. V.—E. Watt and Sarah rink, one of the 
constituent members. In the month of February, Roy. edward 
Jones from Nokomis, began preaching each alternite Sabbath, aud 
was called as regular pastor July 10, 1868, Annie Goodrich 
from West Jetlerson, Ohio, united with the church in April of this 
year, The church was atilicted by the death of dcacon Danicl 
Barnes, much to their sorrow and regret as expressed in Chieago 
Standard,” of July, 1 January 34st, Charles E. Barnes united 
hy baptism with this church, Rey. FE. Jones resigned the pastoral 
care of the church October 2, 1570, and W.S. Frink, Joseph E. 
Ellicott and Rey. Paris Pray were appointed a committee to draft 


and furnish the church with resolutions expressive of the fecligs of 
the chureh, in view of this severance of the relations af pastor and 
people, for publication in the “ Chiero Stuudurd,” and the city 
papers; about the middle of November, 1870, Rey. EE. Jones again 
resumed the pastoral care of the church, and again resigned the 
last of April, i871; he wasan earnest, faithful mini-ter of the gospel. 

Qn May 27th, 1871, Rey. K.P. Evans was invited te preach 
for the Chureh, which he did, with much satisfaction, until 
the following September, when he was elected pastor. The follow- 
ing members of the Church were appointed to sit-in council at 
Morrisonville, Christian County, Ills, August 12th, 1871, tor the 
purpose of organizing a Baptist Chureh at that place, which was 
nt that Gime accomplished, viz: Rey, RLV. Evans, Rev. Paris Pray, 
Ed. Overand, W. 8. Frink and J. P. Ellicott. hey. Re oP. 
Evans returned to the Theological Saninary of Chicago, about the 
15th of September, ATL. Number of members reported this year, 
a7. On Tuesday, January 2d, 1872, at a business mecting, 
Wo. Frink, who had served the Chureh as clerk over twenty 
years, resigned the office, and C. Eo Barnes wis cleeted to. fill 
the vacancy. FE. Overand, at the same meeting, was cleeted as 
deacon of the Church. January 22d, 1872, Penny, Brown and 
Ellicott were appointed a committee te confer with the other 


Churches of the town, with the ohjcet of securing the same evening 
for prayer-smecting, and Wednesday evening was selected, The 
Church called Rey. J. 1. Cole to the pastorate, and he entered upon 
his labors in May, 1s7 
parsonave for a residence, May 7th, same year, W. 8. Frink re- 


,ata salary of $700 per annum, and the 


signed the office of Trustee of the Church, and a committee was 
appointed to present to Deacon Frink its warm regards, and grati- 
tude to him for his many years of faithful service for the church, 
The Church unanimously called to the pastorate, Jnly 1oth, 1872, 
the Rev. John Jones recently from Wales, at a saliry of S700, 
and use of the parsonage. The “Springfield Association’? met 
with the Chureh this year, and a committee was appointed by the 
August 30th, 1872, LN. 
Richardson was elected Clerk. Noy. 5th, the Church adopted the 
weekly system of collecting the Pastor's salary, to hand in as a col- 
lection every Sunday morning. Sept. 5d, Rev EW. Dannels, of 
Zanesville, , was called as Pastor of the Church. April Ist, 1873, 
on motion, which was duly voted and recorded, the hand of fellow- 
ship was withdrawn from Samuel Brown, on eharge of extortion, 


Church to reccive the delegates. 


slander, and disorderly conduet, unbecoming a Christian Daring 
this vear the following sums were coutributed for benevolent pur- 
poses: For Ministerial Edueation, 887 00; Forcign Missions, 
27 00; Tome Missions, $50 00; Chureh Edifiee Fund, $40 00; 
Theological Union of Chicago, $60 00. The experience of the 
Charch, relative to financial matters, was * We have adopted the 
weekly envelope system for procuring money for atl expenses ot the 


Church, and find it to be quite a success, and would recumniemt 
it to our sister Churches, where it has not been adopted.” Nov. tet, 
1873, Rey. E,W. Dannels resigned as Pastor of the Church, much 
to their regret, and resolutions expressive of their feclings were 
presented to him. Rev. M,C, Clark was called to the Pastorate, 
Dec. Ist, of same year, and presented letters from Ist Baptist 
Church of Gosport, Ja. April 7th, 1874, a cummittee of one was 
appuinted to inform the trustees of the Church, that it is the desire 
of the Chureb that the mecting-house be used for nothing but de- 
votional exercises. Rev. M,C Clark resigned the pastoral care of 
the Chureh, Noy. 29th, 1874. Rey. D. W. Morgan of Olney, TH, 
was called to the pastorate, Jan. Ist, 1875, at a salary of 8700 
and all that can be raised over that amount. At a called mecting, 
June 7th, 875, Wy A. Goodrich, Wm. Chamberlain, est 
Witherill, dames M. Taylor and W. C. Grittith were ap- 
pointed a committee of five to decide on the Iceation of a new 
Church edifice, and te act as a building committee. On the Isth 
of June, 1875, the committee reported that they had sold the oll 
house of worship for the sum of 8250, reserving the bell an 
seats, and had purchased lots cast of the square. On June 2tst, 
1875, a regular Church inceting was held, and after some discus- 
sion as to the authority of the committee, ete, it was voted ‘ That 
we indorse the action of the committee and request them to go ou 
with the work of Church building.” Oct. P2th, 1S75, Deacon E. 
Oyerand resigned his office; Levi Witherill also resigned as 
member of the building committee, Ou the 23d of Auzust, 1875, 
the following resolution on inmotion was accepted from the building 
committee: Whereas, the subscriptions for the building of the new 
Church cdifice are mace payable in one, two, and three years, 1875, 
76 and?77, and it is necessary, in order to cnelose the building and 
finish the leeture-room and parlors for use the coming winter, that 
mouey be borrowed enough te enclose said building, to be met by 
enbscriptions coming due as aforesaid. Nesolved, therefore, that 
the Trustees of this chureh be, and they are hereby requested, 
authorized and empowered to borrow the sum of $2900, and secure 
the payment of the same upon the lots and building of the church, 
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that sum being necessary to enclose said building, and do the work 
necessary to be dune this fall,’ which was earricd, also to lay the 
corner-stone of the new ehurch building Monday, August 30th, at 
3p.M. The elerk was also instrneted to prepare a list of names 
of members of the chureh, with other matters of the church history, 
to be placed in the eorner-stone. Jan, 4th, 1876, Rey. Paris Pray 
was duly eleeted to fill the office of deacon, made vacant by the 
resignation of 1. Overand, and N. Burch to fill the uffice of trustee 
to supply the place of John Reed, resigned, and J. M. Taylor 
was instructed by the ehureh to cast the vote for the election of W. 
S. Frink as treasurer. F.Cook was elected clerk. July 18th, Wm. 
Chamberlain was elected by ballot as assistant deacon of the church. 
Rev. D. W. Morgan resigned the pastorate Aug. 29th, 1876, and 
Rey. 8. D. Badger was called to the pastoral care of the church 
by unanimous vote, June 12th, lov7, at a salary of S600 per aununi. 
July 3d, 1877, a motion was carried to call an ecelesiastieal coun- 
cil for the purpose of ordaining to the ministry, Rey. 8. 1). Badger, 
suid meeting to be held Saturday, August 11th, 1877, at 2 Pp. a, 
and the foll wing churches were requested to send two delegates, 
each to sit in council: First Baptist Church of Springfield, North 
Chureh, Springfield, Assumption, Moawequa, Stonington, Pana, 
Shelbyville, Decatur, Sadorus, McLean and Oreana. Rev. A. A. 
Kindrich, D. D., of Upper Alton, and Rev, J. M. Gregory, D. 1, 
of Champaign, were also invited to participate in the action of the 
ecouneil, aud be members of the same. 

The following is a partial report of a financial committee, which 
is well worthy of notice, sail committee being composed of James 
M. Taylor, Albert R. Peek andl W. A. Goodrich, May 27th, 1877: 
Your committee would suggest, that it is neecssary uot only that 
more subscriptions, but larger ones, he paid. 
amination of the list of contributions for previous years, when the 
expenses were much larger, and were promptly met, that the eon- 
tributors numbered about thirty-five, and that the poorer members 
of the chureh contributed nearly, if uot quite, as much now us they 
did then, but that the falling off in contributions is more in the 
amount contributed, and the hard times scem to have struck the 
wealthy instead of the poor members of the church, they having 
reduced their subseriptions, with a few exceptions, from one-half to 
one-fourth their usual and former contributions, all of which is re- 
speetfully submitted, 

A license was granted at this mecting to enable O. E. Badger 
James M. Taylur was elected treasurcr 
A baptismal committee was also ap- 


They find upon ex- 


to preach the gospel. 
in place of W. 5. Prink. 
pointed, consisting of W. A. Goodrich, M.A. Goodrich and Sarah 
Morrison. On September 2d, USTs, James E. Low resigned his 
position as elerk of the church, and Albert R. Peck was ap- 
pointed to fill the vacaney caused by resignation, April lst, 1S79. 
Ata regular business-mecting held April 1st, 1879, the trustees 
were instructed to repair fence around ; 
and also to put out hard maple trees around the outside of said 
grounds. Ney. Paris Pray resigned his position as deacon, which 
vacaney was filled by Albert I. Peek. Nev. 8. D. Badeer’s 
pastorate commenced May 2oth, 3877, and closed at his resignation. 

Aug. 27th, 1879, at a special Diteiness-meeting, a unanimous call 
was extended to Rev. Oswald Snell, who had been laboring on the 
field for some weeks to supply the church as minister for three 


the chureh-grounds, 


months; and at the end of his four mouths’ service, a yery unani- 
mous eall was given him by the church to beemme its pastor, at a 
stlary of 8650 per annum for an indefinite time, to be terminated 
by either party giving three months’ notice, when desirable xo to 
do. The church, at the commencement of Elder Snell’s labors in 
it, was in a very low and almost hopeless condition. Many of’ the 


members despaired of ever keeping the large church, worth $6,000, 
in their possession, as a mortgage of $2,800 was bearing upon it; 
and it was the common expression among worldly men that cither 
the Roman Catholics were going to get the church, or else it would 
be turned into a theatre; but, in the providenee of God, they 
found a man who could live by faith and inspire others with hope, 
About this time a 
hequest of $2 000, which was left by Mir N. Sanders, of Stonington, 
Christian Co., Hl. for purposes hercinafter mentioned), engaged 
the attention of the church and its pastor, and negotiations were 


and things in a few months began to brighten. 


entered into to secure the use of the money; and hy raising about 
$820 more in eash, the indebtedness on the church was paid in this 
city, and this church forever saved to the denomination. 

itis expected that atan early date the church editive will be 
completed, and we doubt net the completion of such a house of’ 
worship, as an ornament to the town, will be gratifying to our citi- 
zens, and all will be willing to do what they ean to help in this 
object. Elder Snell, who has been supplying the chureh and lead- 
ing in this werk sinee July last, much to their satisfaction and 
encouragement, has recently received and aecepted a unanimous 
eall to become permanent pastor. The church started out anew 
On the Mth of January, 187, Elder Snell be- 
gana revival meeting ip the church, and though small in its begin- 


with hope revived. 


ning, increased in tutlzence and interest, until the whole town was 
interested and the eauntry for miles was moved upom. Three or 
four other protracted meetings began with the ending of the week 
uf prayer, and this continued on until the temperance campaign 
work began, when the mecting was adjourned for two weeks, iso as 
not to contlict with the tamperance mectings,) and was afterwards 
carried on, and the Lord poured out His Spirit upon the meeting, 
About 35 
additions were the results of the revival at the Baptist Church ; 
about 25 of these by baptism. Nev. D.C. MeBride, of Stoning- 
ton, came about the fourth week of the revival mecting and assisted 


and some forty or filty souls were hopefully converted, 


the pastor very much by speaking and singing in the mecting about 
tourteen days. The Kev. C. Starkey, of Bethalto, Illinois, also 
rendered assistance for about a week in this meeting, and the Rey. 
J... Hobart, D.D., General Missionary of the state of Hlinois, 
was also preseut one day and night, and encouraged mueh by his 
kind, earnest words. The workers in this glorious revival meeting, 
some of the most depraved and hardencd men, came to Christ and 
were saved 3 several young people and many beads of families. It 
This, with- 
out exceptions, has been the most succes-ful year, spiritually and 


is expected to finish the church cdifive this year D. V. 


t-mporally, for the church in Taylorville since its organization, 
Hundreds Jett for want of room during the revival meeting, and 
o!ten now people ean not gain admittance, hence the church feels 
the importance of finishing the edilice, when its seating eapacity 
Ah alls 


Taylor is the active, earnest Sunday-school Superintendent, and we 


will be about six or seven hundred when required. 


haye averaged the past six months about 125 scholars cach Sabbath. 
Judge Frink is still living and in his UUth year, and walks half a 
mile to church every Sabbath; reads still without spectacles, 
Albert Re Peck is still the faithful clerk of the church, as well as 
deacon, and some two years since laid down his hammer to study 
law in the office of the successful lawyer, J. M. Taylor. Gus. 
Goodrich, who was for some years our worthy county treasurer, 
retains his office with Nich. Bureh, az trustee of the ehureh.  Par- 
son Pray still pursues the even tenor of his way, and oceasionally 
the Rev. Hobart, D.D., our venerable and much esteemed general 
missionary of the State of Mlinois, puts in an appearanee at Tay- 
lorville, and by his kind wards of advice and sympathy, encour- 
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ages and strengthens the things that remain. The present pastor, 
Rey. Oswald Snell, a man much esteemed and respected tn this city 
by all who know him, is now pushing forward the work of com- 
pleting the beautiful Baptist Church edifice, whieh is said to he one 
of the finest in Cliristian county, averaging about 50 by 90 fect in 
size. “Tis pleasant, as this church history draws to a close, to real- 
ize, as we take a retrospect of the past, how much iuprovement 
there has been in our county and state, socially, morally, and spiri- 
tually, and that the gecat moral governor of the universe, though 
he burics his workman, still earries on his work. Should any of 
the numerous readers of aur County History come this way, pastor 
and people will be glad to welcome them by the hand of fraternity, 
and bid them God speed on their way. 


THE METIIODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCIL, 
Bx AURS, MARA Te, VALEARS: 

Tue Grove City Station is the outgrowth of a Methodist Class 
organized in 1835, at the residence of Col. Peter Porter, and sup- 
posed to be the oldest Methodist socicty in Christian county. The 
class was organized by Rey. J. H. Benson, For some years the 
society held their meetings at Col, Porter's residence, until a house 
of worship was erected, which was completed in f8o2, Dedicatory 
sermon was preached by Rey. Jonathan Stamper, of Decatur. The 
church was called “ Wesley Chapel,” and was built on Jam gtven 
for the purpose hy John M'enzie, about two miles east of Col. 
Porter's. The soviety oceupied this house until Grove City Church 
was built in 1866, when the elass was transferred to the latter place. 
Grove City Church is a frame structure, sightly in appearance, and 
cost 86,000, Dulieatory sermon and services by Rey. H. Buck. 
The society has generally been quite prosperous, and numbers at 
present 169 members. 

Col. Porter's house was a preaching place for our earliest pioneer 
preachers. Richard Bird, Peter Cartwright, Peter Akers, and 
others of the early pioneers, preached there. The house has been 
move away some years. Formerly the charge was in the form of 
a circuit, but became a station in 1867. Pastors, Leonard Smith, 
J. W. West, J. 2B. Colwell, Ira Emerson, I. T. Roberts, J. L- 
Robinson, the present pastor. 

Father Bruner, as he is familiarly called, is the oldest member 
of Grove City charge, was born in Washington county, Maryland, 
October 5th, 1795. Moved to Frederick in 1812. In 1817 xe- 
moved to Washington City, where under the labors of Rev. Burch 
he was converted and united with the Old Foundry M. E. Church, 
ina Love-feast held September 26th, 1817. Joined a class of men 
which met at Sunrise, Father Lovejoy, leader, Returned to 
Frederick in ISIS. Resided there until his removal to Ilinvis in 
1842. Father Bruner has been a class leader for over fifty years, 
Is more than an ordinary man in piety, devotion and intelligence. 
Has been very useful to the church, and even now is very active 
for one of his age, being in his S9oth year, 

Il. C.and J. M. Lindsley are among the “reliables” in the 
church, stewards and class leaders, and men of sterling Christian 
character, greatly esteemed by the entire community. 8. J. Sad- 
dler, a large land owver and stock dealer; Wm. MeKeuzie, a nian 
powerful to © prevail with God,” and David Henshie, unassuming 
aml yuict, and thoroughly pious, may also be numbered with the 
leading men of the Grove City charge. The yerdiet of one of the 
pasters af this charge may be of value to those interested, ‘This 
is one of the most pleasant charges in the Hlinois Conferenee.” 

Edinburg Cirenit, takes iu Edinburg, Sharpsburg, and Bethany, 
in the bounds of Chretian county, comprising a membership of 


250, ineluding probati- ners; the Sabbath-sehools aggregate over 
200, In 1864, nuder the pastorate of Rev. Gunn, Edinburg erected 
a honse of worship. Sharpsburg chureh was built in "74. Bethany 
in "67. The first class formed, on what is now Edinburg Circuit, 
was in 1845 or 46, at Robt Richardson's. In the early Methodism 
of Edinburg we find the name of Wm = Halford as a leader in 
church enterprise and devotion, Later that of J. B. Eaton. 

At Sharpsburg, $. B. Shelilon was tor many years a faithful and 
devoted servant of the church. His kindly services with those of 
his estimable family will be recalled to mind by the early itinerant 
with feelings of gratitude. Jared Young, now in Nebraska, Father 
Nash and fumily, amd Win. Llargis, were also leaders in every good 
word and work. 

Among the present workers at Sharpsburg may be mentioned O, 
M. Sheldon, Robt. Nash, Gi. W. Stewart and Dr. A. F. McNeil. 

At Bethany, Robert Nichardson and Father Whitman, at whose 
homes the itinerant Methodist preached, as early as 1840, were the 
Jeuling spirits of Methodisin of early days. In later years we find 
the names of A. F. Snow, R. Graham, Geo. Wayniick, Isaac Rich- 
ardson, Prank Whitman, John Niehardson, Wm. M Dolby and E. 
T. Ovden, 

The following are the names of the different pastors: Revs. Gunn, 
A. Orr, John Staples (supply), J. C. Nellar, J. B. Haas, H. Miller, 
J.J. Dugan and W. W. Curnutt, the present pastor. 


MY. NEBURN MoE. CHURCH, 


Tn 1548 a class was organized at the house of John Benson, one 
mile west of where the village of Mt. Auburn now stands. The 
class epusisted of Mr. and Mrs. John Benson, Eliza White, and 
three others named Rice. Soon after the organization of the class, 
six others united, making twelve in all; Mr. and Mrs. T. J. Virden, 
Mr. and Mrs. James Dotter, and Mr. and Mrs. George Wileox. 

A church was built in 1859, costing about $3,000, and in 1869 a 
parsonage was erceted at a cost of $500. 

The membership has increased considerably in number at difler- 
ent periods, The first members here are nearly all gone to their 
reward. The present does not probably exceed 20, and for the past 
three or four years there has not been regular preaching kept up. 

The Morvisonville and Pulmer Circuit organized in 187], is com- 
posed of six preaching places, Morrisonville, Palmer, Shiloh, King's 


Sehool-house, Providence aud Maple Grove. The Shiloh Class is the 
strongest appointment in the circuit, numerically and financially. 
Morrison ville is preparing to build a good church during the coming 
year. During the past winter (1879-80) the church was so unfor- 
tunate as to lose their parsonage by fire, but with commendable 
zeal and courage, the circuit began at onee to raise funds for 
another, and in Jess than four months after the fire, the pastor and 
his family were installed in a new parsonage, larger and much 
better than the former. The society numbers 200 members. J. B. 
Haas was preacher in charge in L871. J. Lk. Reasons, present 
pastor. 
TAYLORVILLE M. FE. CHURCH 


There is po reeord of the first organization of the Methodist 
Soeicty at Taylorville. There was a class there for several years, 
and it was the head of what was known as the Taylorville Circuit. 
It was made a “Station "in 1866, and it is probable the first class 
was organized twenty-five vears previous, bat the reeords here have 
been Jost, and personal recollections have been the only source 
of information. The sovicty in the tewn numbercd 100 members, 
and two country elasses having about 30 members in all, were 
united with the town society and formed Taylorville Station. 


The Taylorville Church was a small brick (24x36 fect), built in 
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1848-9. In 1869, the present house, a substantial brick edifice, was 
erected (40x70 feet), with aseating capacity of oyer 400, The ehureh 
also owns a good parsonage, The society numbers 174 members, and is 
out of debt, in a prosperous condition, and bids fair to make one of 
the strong appointments of the Hlinois Conference. Official board 
at time of making it a station: J. I. Moore, P. Ev; J. B Colwell, 
P. C.; A.M. Dunevan, L 1); John A. Hall, L. P.; Jacob Max- 
well, F. Young, J. Fraley, J. R. Vanderbelt and J. Demotte, class 
leaders. HH. Maxwell, J. Demotte, John Copeland, J. Maxwell, J. 
W. Young. stewards, M.C, Long, J. Young, W. F. Hayes and M. 
L. Young, trustees. 

Official Board of 1880: W. W. Anderson, A. Seaman, L. B. 
Slater, A. Demot'e, F. O, Bulpit, M. ©. Long, D. MeCazkill, J. 
Shatter, C.8. Blenkenship, A. MeCaskill, 8. W. Lantz and Mrs. 
Meda Simpson. 

Pastors from 1861-30: D. P. Lyon, A. T. Orr, John Staples, J. 
B Colwell, H. C. Adams, G. J. Barrett, I. W. Travis, D. Bardsick, 
J.C. Rucker, JOS. Akers, J Montgomery, PoC. Colwell, Anderson 
Orr, W. 5. Mathens and W. A. Smith, present pastor. 


PANA, M. E. CHURCIE, 


The first M. E. Class in Pana was organized in 1855, by Green 
Walker, who was at that time proprictor of a boarding-house in 
Pana. Mr. Walker was leader of the class, and is said to have 
offered the first publie prayer in Pana. The elass consisted of 
Green Walker and Millie Walker lis wife, their daughter D.borah 
A. Walker, now Mrs, J. C. Stout of the Nentucky House in Pana, 
Henry Slack, Rachel Slack, Miss Irving Sanders and Mrs. EP. 
Sanders; seven in all. The first elass-meeting in Pana was held in 
the freight house of the linois Central R. It. The tiret Methodist 
Sabbath sehool was held in the sume place for over a year, Jesse 
Heath superintendent. 

The first regular Methodist prea: hing was in the ° Yaney House,” 
a stall frame house unplastered, fronting on the Illineis Central l. 
K., and just north of where the [arrison Mouse now stands — It 
was in this house that the first Quarterly Meeting of Pana Metho- 
dism was held in the spring of 1856, Rev. TLuckstep, P. C.; J. I. 
Crane, P. E. There is no record of the Quarterly Conference 
(business mecting), of this year to be found, and the facts were 
ascertained from partics who were present at the Sabbath services. 

The earliest reeords show the names of the following partics as 
members of the Quarterly Conterenee of Pana Cireuit, in the spring 
OMleotas ds leCring, Po: Jor, Prickett, 0. C2; J. WV. Housten 
and R. L. Pulower, loeal elders; Jonas Thatcher, elass leader; LL. 
Ju. Rose, W. IL. Shoekly, stewards. 

First revival ~ervices of M. E. Church in Pana were held in 
winter of 1857-8, under the pastorate of 5.5. Russell and W. A. 
Wilmer. The services were held in what ts now known as “* Law- 
rence Hall,” during which quite a number of souls were converted 
and added to the church, some on probation aud some by letter. The 
following year the chureh commenced to build a house of worship, 
but it was not completed until the autumn of 1859, It is a frame 
structure, and was situated just north of St. James’ TLotel, but as the 
town built up, it was found to be tou far from the centre of popula- 
tion, and in 1866 when the appointment was made a station, it 
was deemed advisable to move it two blacks south of the St. Louis 
railroad, and two blueks east of [llinuis Central railroad, where it 
now stands, Since its remoyal a spire has becn added, also a study 
anda ehapel, gi-ing the whole church a seating eapacity of abont 
500. 

The ehureh in Pana has been served by the following pastors: 
—— Huckstep, J. C. Prickett, B. Hungerford, 8.8. Russell, J. 


EH. Aldrich, W. B. ML. Colt, Win, P. Paxton, R. Holding, Wm. B. 
Anderson, G. J. Barrett, J. H. Holloway, C. P. Baldwin, J. Shaw, 
i. D. Wilkin, A.C. Armentrout, J. T. Our, and £ Villars, present 
pastor. 

Presiding elders: J. L. Crane, TE. Bireh, R. W. Travis, J. TL. 
Moore, J. 1. Davidson, C. B. Baldwin, James Leatin, 1. Buck. 

Offieial board of 1880. J.P. Mooney, W. W. Morrison, EC. 
Reeee, W. J. Moore, S. M. Haywood, P. Mf. Nieholx, Phillip Jage- 
man, Wm. Hoppok, J. W. Cox, J.T. Albright, A.M. Jewell, J. E. 
Neely, J. C. Essick. 

Sabbath-scho o] numbers about 325, including primary department, 
and is in a flourishing condition. The Primary departmeut is 
superintended by Mrs. P. M. Nichols, a very eticient and devoted 
worker, This department numbers about eighty names. 
ducted in the class system, with eight young ladies as teachers, 
subject to the direction of Mrs. Nichols. 

The ehureh in Pana has had its drawbacks and hindrances. but 
to-day stands on decided ground, condemning the wrong and firm 
tor the right. The testimony of one who is not a member ol the M. 
E. eommunion, and has resided in Paua from its earlicst history, 


Is eon- 


will perbaps express the position of the chureh on the temperance 
question, ‘ Pana Mcthodisin ever sinee the organization of its first 
elass has been noted for its opposition to the traffic in alcohol. The 
members of the first class made it their business to oppose the sale 
of intoxicants in the town; and the society has been fighting 
whisky ever since.’ A statement which could probably be applied 
with perfeet propricty, not only te Pana and Christian county 
Methodism, but to Methocis.n generally. 

The sovicty at Stonington was organiz-d in 1867 by Rev. W. H. 
Furgison, a local preacher. The class was organized at Wash- 
lneton sehool-house, which stood one-half mile south of the vil- 
lage of Stuningten. The class was composed of seven members: 
Mr. and Mrs. James Furgison, Mr. and Mrs. William Liner, 
Mrs. Livergood, Wm. Marion and Nancy Williams. In 1573 the 
society built a good church at a cost of $5,000, The membership 
at present numbers between 60 and 70. James Furgison, B.C, 
Chapman and Mrs. J. M. Luster are among the leading members 
of the society. The pastors since ‘67 have been W. H. Furgison, 
John Staples, Joseph Pellatt, J. W. Warfield, J. M. MeElherron, 
I. W. Travis, F.C. Bruner, G. 2D. Furber. At present Stonington 
belongs to Blue Mound circuit, and is under the pastorate of J. Kx. 
Crawtord. 

ASSUMPTION M. E. CHURCH, 

Assumption soeicty was organized in 1860 with cight members: 
Joel H. Abbott, class leader, J. L. Demotte, Ann Demotte, W. 
Demotte, J. Po Stark, Anne Stark, Hulda Custing and J. Xk. Mor- 
ton composed the class. Lt now numbers 77. The society has a 
house of worship, built in 1868-9, costing 84,000, In IST6 a par- 
sonage was built which cost 8790, The seeiety is not very strong 
finnneially; but there is a goodly number of earnest working Chris- 
tians, aud their influence is being felt for good in the eummuuity. 
LH. U0. Tobias is Sunday school superintendent; Amos Kerr, E,W. 
Mobr and E. J. Pribley, stewards; I<aac Campbell, J. A. Wemple, 
H. U1. Tohias, &. W. Mobr, Amos herr, trastees. The eireuit eon- 
sists of Assumption, Millersville and the Wright) schovl-house. 
The pastors were 5. EB. Cowperthwait, A. Y. Graham, J. ih. Craw- 
ford and J. W. Warficld, the pastor now (1580) in charze. 


MILLERSVILLE M. E CHURCH, 
This society was organized in INTO by Rey. Moses Tichnell. 


Twelve persons composed the class at the tine: Thomas Miller, 
Jane Miller, Jemima C. Miller, George Miller, Sarah C. Miller, M. 
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G. Oakey, Elizabeth Oakey, J. Shaw, Anne Shaw, Susanna Dusen- 
berry, Win. Maxwell and Wm, A. Maxwell. The sovicty has a 
small but neat trae chureh built in ISTE. 


ROSEMOND M. E. CHURCIL 

The Roscmond charge consists of foar appointments: Rosemond, 
Backeve eh. pel, Owunceo and Fairview. Although Rosemoud ts 
the head of the cirenit, it is the youngest of the tour classes, being 
organized] in 1867. The society consisted of eight members at the 
time of its organization: Alex. Simpson, Eliza Simpson, Thomas 
Tlartop, Anna Tartop, Win, W. Morrison, Ellen Morrisou, Tenry 
Bess and Nancy Bess. Since that time, the class has grown con- 
siderably in numbers and financial strength, A house of worship 
was built the same year as the organization of the class, The cireuit 
owns a parsonage near the Rosemond charch. The charge has been 
served by the following pastors: G. Miller, G. J. Barrett, J. ML. 
West, J. Ei. Lindley, W. Murphy, T. M. Dillon, Win, Melk. Good- 
ing, C. E, McClintock and P.S. Swart, the pastor now in charge. 
Lenry Bess is leader of Rosemond class, and he and his wife ure 
among the faithful and devoted workers of the church, Stewards: 
J. F. Warner, J... Brown; trustces, Wim. Guthric, Jushua Osborn, 
John Hathaway, &. Winter and Wim, Weaver; Sunday-school 
superintendent, Charles Stites. 


BUCKEYE M. i CHURCH. 

At Backeye chapel there is a flourishing society, organized in 
1855 by Rev. M. Shunk. The society belonged to Taylorville eir- 
cuit until the formation of Rosamond charge, when it was incladed 
in the latter work. The class was organized with fifteaa members : 
Samuel Cowgill, Louisa Cowgill, Win. Tunter, Susan Uuuter, 
Mary Hunter, Dr. W. H. MeCoy and Mrs, McCoy, Samuel Large, 
Maria Large, Nocl Rape, Elizabeth Rape, Rebekah Baker, and 
two sisters of Mrs. James Whithiw—names not given. The society 
is strong numerically, financially and spiritually, and is an old- 
fashioned Methodist appointient, in the grandest sense of that 
phrase. Thomas Bunnell and 8.8. Nanaga are local elders; Menry 
Millard. Win. Large, elass-leaders; Philip ebert, J. W. Tlunter, 
stewards; Joshua Gimlen, IL. L. Mall, T. Bonnell, George Me- 
Guire, 8.8. Kanaga, J. MeGaw, J. W. Tunter, Samucl Large, 
trustces. 

OWANECO ME. CHURCH, 

This soviety organized in 1862 hy Rev. DP. Lyon, with ten 
members; Mr. and Mrs. Wim. Anderson, Mr. and Mes. Philip 
Baker, Nancy Madison, Mr. and Mrs. Wim. Bailey, My. and Mrs, 
Aaron Brown, 2nd Annie Bradley. The society has a good frame 
church built in 1873. Class lenders, J. W. Resler, J. ML Shuler; 
stewards, J J. Danford, A. B. Leeper; trustees, J. J. Danford, J. 
M. Shuler, James Hogue, Royal MeShea, J. Milliorn, Charles ‘T. 
Beeker, E,W. stout, TL. Bo Leeper and J.C. Tlunter. Sunday- 
school superintemlent, J. J. Dantord. 


FAIRVIEW M. FB. CHURCH. 

Fairview class was organized in 1869 with 26 members. The 
following are the names of members: 7. Denton and wite, 2. Um- 
Dleby, Lida Umblehy, Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Lusader, Mr. and 
Mrs. A. N. Suyder, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Walters, Mr. and) Mrs. 
Samuel Umbleby, Harriet MeMiller, Mary Meckdray, J. W. and 
Emma McElroy, J. A. and Annie oJ. Meliroy, Mr. and Abes, Win. 
Cherry, Mrs. J. Watkins, Me. aud Mis. Win. Johnson, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Peter Johnson. The house of worship was built in 1868, 
and dedicated Jan, 8th, 1869, hy Rev. W. N. McElroy, son of 
Mary McElroy, and brother to J. A. and J. W. McElroy, and at 


that time pastor of Ist M. E. Church, Bloomington, now presiding 
elder of Bloomington district. The chareb was built and dedicated 
before the organization of the society, a very unusual proceeding for 
a Methodist society. But the people of the neighborhood felt the 
need of a house in which to worship, and many who were not at 
that time professing Christians gave liberally. Andrew Miller, not 
a member of the church at that time, gave the site for building and 
$500 In money as a begiuning, Of course, the church was soon 
paid for, Among the most active members at the time of organiza- 
tion were E. Denton, Wm. Walters, J. M. New. Leading members 
now: Dr. MeDivitt, E, Denton, J. M. New, I. MeChristy and C. 
W. Wilson, Mrs. Mary McElroy, mother of W.N,, J. A. and J. 
W. McElroy, is the oldest living member of Fairview class. Born 
in LSO1, she was converted and united with the M. E, church in 1818, 
and couseyucntly has been a Methodist for sixty-two years; and 
those who knew her now and during previous years will testify that 
hers has not been a merely nominal church-inembership. She has 
been an carnest Christian worker; aud while performing Christian 
duties measured hy the very highest standard, she bas also had the 
Christian’s spiritual enjoyment. With a heart overtlowing with 
love to God and nan, to her “duty has never seemed a lad,” nor 
“worship proved a task.” A happy, hopeful Christian, with an 
experience of the “deep things of God,” she is truly a “another in 
Tsrael;” and inany will bless her memory long after she is called to 
her reward. Among other cleet ladies of Rosemond charge, might 
be mentioned the names of Mrs. Tichnell, Mary J. Warner, Jane 
Stites, Anna Sutton and Jane Rosenberry of Resemond ; Margaret 
Dantord, Catharine Millhorn and Angeline Fos, of Owaneco; Fran- 
ces New, Emina MeElrey, Matilda Lusader, Naney Umbleby and 
Mary Graham of Fairview; Kate Boinell, Charlotte Large, Mary 
A. Large, Martha TTunter, Catharine Hunter, Rebekah Lakin anid 
Mattie C. McGuire, of Buckeye. Total membership of Rosemond 
eirenit, 396 The total number of communicants in the M. E. 
Chureh in Christian county is about 1,800, including probationers, 
There are seven pastors, with an averave salary of 8 


THE ROMAN CATITOLIC CHURCH, 
BY REY. FREDERICK SCHULZE. 

The beginning of the Roman Catholic Chureh and its organiza- 
tions in Cliristian County dates back almost to the first settlement. 
Though the membership was smaller in the commencement, one 
may count between 400 and 500 families at preseut, who are di- 
vided into five congregations or parishes mm the following places, 
viz: Taylorville, Assumption, Pana, Morrisonville and Stonington, 
According to times and circumstances, the progress aud improve- 
ment was different in cach of these five parishes. 

As Taylorville was the first organized town in the county, here 
also the organization of the Catholic Church made its start. 
It was about the year 1846. This district, like the whole State of 
Illinois, was at that time under the spiritual charge of the R. C. 
Bishop of Chiengo. A few families that hud come from the State 
of Kentucky and settled around Taylorville, joined together and 
erected a small frame building, to serve aus au chapel for religious 
service, The building still exists as the entrance part of the new 
church. There was no priest residing in the county at that time, 
and even the attendance of a neighboring clergyman was very rare, 
as communication was difficult for want of railroads. The place 
used to be visited about three or four times a year by a priest from 
Springfield, in the adjacent Sangamon County. This coutinued 
till the time when the Catholic congregation of Assumption was 
organized, about 1860. Hercefurth the priest residing at Assump- 


HiSLORY OF CHRISTIAN COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 105 


tion commenced to attend Taylorville once a month. Since the 
number of members had inereased and the monthly attendance was 
not very regular, the Catholics of the latter place made some efforts 
to have a pastor of their own residing with them. lence they 
commeuced with the building of a new priest-house. This was 
about 1871. They bought three lots of ground, one block 
further south of the old church. The house was built by 
Father Recouvreur, who was for a Jong time at Assumption, and 
was then moved to Edwardsville. Iowever, he did not complete 
the work. This was done by Rev. Father Claus, who was appointed 
by the R. C. bishop of Alton, as a resident priest for Taylorville, 
in the year 1872. He finished the building of the house. At the 
same time he got the old church moved from the former place t> 
the lot where the new pastoral residence had been erected in the 
year 1874. On this occasion they put a new addition to the older 
part and a sacristy. Father Claus, after his first coming had 
been sent to Ruma, and again returned after half a year; still he 
did not reside in Taylorville very long, but soon moved to Morrison. 
ville, and attended Taylorville every other Sunday from the latter 
place. This continued till December, 1577, when Father Schulze 
was sent by the It. C. bishop of Alton to Taylorville with an order 
to reside there, Thus it stands to-day. 

Fhe number of Catholic families amounts to about seventy at 
present, of whom far the greater part live in the country; about 
one-fourth of them are of German desecnt, the rest Eaghish-speaking 
people. The church is entirely too small, but we hope a new 
building will be erected at a time not far distant. The next 
Catholic church was organized at Assumption, in 1857, by Mr. E. 
FE. Malhiot. Tle donated ten acres of ground, and with his own 
money, built a little chapel and priest-house. The first resident 
priest was Father Gonaud, a Frenchman. After about three years 
he was succeeded by Father Dutour, who remained four years, 
Father Bedart followed him for three years, and then Father Re- 
eouvreur. The latter remained only three months. Next was 
Father Jacque, a native of Alsatia. He remained at Assumption 
fur six years, and greatly improved the Catholie church and con- 
gregation. .\ new brick church was commeneed under his guidance. 
He also built a new priest-house, since the old one had been de- 
stroyed by fire. When Father Jacque Jeft .Assumption, he was 
followed by Father Withopf, who remained there three years, till 
Fenyen came, who remained only three months. Father Dechcne 
succeeded him in November, 1878, and is pastor at the present 
time. Since he came he has finished partly the inside work of the 
church and priest-house, built hy Father Jacque. 

The number of Catholic familhes at present amounts to about 
one hundred and twenty, partly French, Canadians, Irish descent 
and a few Germaus. The church is a strong and large hrick 
building, situated in the suburbs of the town. There is also a 
Catholic grave-yard not very far from it. 

The Catholic church at Pana was built in 1860, hy Father Cusack, 
Tt used to be attended from Shelbyville and different places in the 
neighborhood. Father Cusack’s successors were Father Turmcl, 
Father Jacque and Father Lohmann. Rev. Father Storp, who 
came there about 1876, remained a short time and inoved to 
Shelbyville. He attends Pana every other Sunday. The number 
of Catholic families is about one hundred, of which near half Jive 
in the town itself. 

The Catholic congregation of Morrisonville was organized about 
1870 by Father Lohmann of [Lillsboro, who built the church at 
that time. The first residing priest was Father Claus, who moved 
there from Taylorville abont 1873 and attended each place every 
other Sunday. [t was hy him, that the priest-house alzo was built. 
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Ife was sueceeded by Rev. Father Teppe in 1877, who is yet pastor; 
he attends, also, the Brown settlement, eight miles west, in Mont- 
gomery County. 

The number of families at Morrisonville amounts to seventy ; 
about twenty of these are Germans, the rest Irish. 

The Cathohe congregation of the Jatest date in Christian county 
is that of Stonington, ten miles north from Taylorville. Tt was in- 
corporated about the year 1873. Father Kane, at that time pastor 
of the church in Macon, was the first one to encourage the Catholics 
around the Jittle town of Stonington to build a chureh and organize 
themselves asa congregation. The Rt. C. Bishop Baltes of Alton, when 
asked, gave his consent. [Fence a subscription was taken up; but 
for different reasons, the work fuiled at that time, and was stopped 
till sv. This was the time when Father Schulze came as a resi- 
dent priest to Taylorville. For about half a year he visited Sto- 
nington one Sunday in each nonth and held mass-service in ditferent 
dwelling-houses. The people were again encouraged to take up the 
work of church-building. Another subscription was raised and 
the first steps taken. Two lot» of ground were donated by Mr. 
Covington, who was not 2 member of the church. The ground 
having been deeded in the name of the congregation, the building 
of the new church was commenced in the fall of IS7S. Mr, Lukas 
Pfcittenberger, of Alton, made the designs and superintended the 
work. The latter was given by contract to Messrs. Cottom & 
Cromwell, two mechanics of Taylorville, who completed it about 
June, 1879, From that time the church has been attended every 
other Sunday by Father Schulze from Taylorville. 

The present membership is about forty families, almost all living 
in the country surrounding the little town. The chureh, though a 
frame building, is of strong material, 70x40 feet, and has a niee 
and substantial appearance. 


THE CHRISTIAN CHURCIL 
BY W. F. RICHARDSON,* 

Every innovation on the established ideas and customs of a na- 
tivn or community must meet with much opposition, and sueceed, 
if at all, only by the most determined and persistent, efforts. 

Even truth itself is not secure against the prejudices and jealous 
mistrust of those who are wedded to an error that has become ven- 
erable through age and general acceptance. Every advanee in 
science, art or religion, hax been made in the face of a host of oppo- 
sers ; some of whom wholly misconceived its character and design, 
while others fought it from zeal for the traditions of the fathers, 
and others, still, from a preferenee for popular error over unpopn- 
lar trath. 

Especially is this true of religions progress, Any new religious 
doctrine, whether true or false, is viewed with great jealousy, and 
attacked with strong denunciation, by those who have inhibed 
doctrines sanctioned by many generations of pious ancestors 
Luther, Calvin, and Wesley, like all other great reformers, had no 
easy path to tread in leading men Into the clearer light of God’s 
holy truth. 

A modern example of this prejudice against religious novelty is 
seen in the history of that religious body known as the “ Christian 
Church,” ar “ Disciples of Christ.” 

Refusing to wear any other uame than that applied by the in- 
spired writers of God; recognizing the authority of the sacred 
Scriptures alone, in all matters of faith and discipline; and pre- 
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> Especial thanks are duc from the writer to Ehter A.D. Northeutt, for valuable 
inforination and assistance in the preparation of this sketch. 
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senting to the world the novel plea of the noien of all Christians 
upon * the tonndation of the apostles and peophets,” by discarding 
all human names, creeds, and tests of fellowship—thus restoring 
the primitive and apostolic Christianity ; it could not he otherwise 
than that many, who had been trained to revere the creeds and 
churehes of their fathers, should strenuously oppose a movement 
that seemed to them aeomplete subversion of their cherished sys- 
tems of faith and worship. 

Tlenee it was, that the first preachers of this order met with a 
prompt repulse, or a cold welcome, at best, fram many sincere 
Christian people, whe were only zealous for what they considered 
the true interests of the kingdom of Christ. 

Christian county was no exception to the general rule. 9 For 
several years, the preachers of the Christian Church were looked 
upon by many as perverters of the gospel, and disturbers of the 
peace of Zion ; and the doors of churehes and school-houses were 
closed against them, and communities warned to shun their deadly 
heresies. In same cases, the opposition assumed the shape of abuse, 
and such appellations as “ Campbellites,’ and even “ water-dogs,” 
were contemptuously applied to them by some who thought that 
calumny and ridicule were proper weapons to use in religious con- 
troversy. In the midst of all this harsh treatment, however, these 
men of God met with much kindness at the hands of very many 
good people, who, though they held to a different religious faith, 
were yet too full of the love of God to maltreat any one, who was 
seeking houestly to proclaim Tfis holy word. 

Tn short, the experience of these men is identical with that of the 
pioneers of every religious faith; and the story of the labors and 
hardships of ane, would be equally true of all To work hard 
from Monday until Saturday on the farm, and on Sumlay to ride 
on horse-back ten or twenty miles, to fill an appointment at some 
school-house or log-cabin, returning to the work of the field at day- 
light Monday morning, was an every week affuir with many ef 
them. Hard labor and generous sacrifice was then the common 
lot of all. 

Probably the first preacher of the Christian Church to visit this 
county was W. 1. Bowles, or“ Wat’? Bowles, as he was familiarly 
called, whose home was in Logan county. 

In the summer of 1842, he was invited by Elder White, a Bap- 
tist winister, to assist him in a meeting ata union mccting-house on 
Mosyuito creck, in the north-cast corner of the county. Elder 
Bowles eame, in obedicnee to the invitation, but was denied the 
privilege of speaking in the church. ILe thereupon repaired to a 
grove near by. and preached to a large congregation; and again, 
the follawing day, at the dwelling of A. D. Northeutt, at that time 
a member of the Baptist Church. At the close of the sceond ser- 
mon, three persons were immersed, one of whom was the late James 
Sanders, well known throughout the evunty. 

Jn the fall, Elder Bowles returned to that neighborhood and held 
a short meeting, which resulted in the organization of a congrega- 
tion of nine members, three of whom are still living, viz. G. T. 
Fletcher and wile, now of Decatur, and Elder A. D. Northeutt. 
From this small beginning, grew, in a few years, a flourishing con- 
vregation, which at one time numbered over 200 members. 

This congregation, knuwn as the Mosquito Creek Church, after 
some years gave up its organization, and divided itself among the 
surrounding congregations, of which there were several within a 
radius of a few miles. 

Jn 1848, Elder Northeutt, then living at Shelbyville, began to 
make frequent visits to Taylorville, where he preached in the court- 
house, and oecasionally in the school-house, or the M. E. Church. 
These visits were continued until 1855, when the eon 
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that place was organized, and for imauy years Elder N. continued 
to preach to them with considerable regularity. 

In the spring of 15853, Elder Nortbeutt moyed to Prairieton 
township, where he still resides, and for several years was almost 
incessantly engaged in preaching the gospel, and organizing con- 
gvegations in this and adjoining counties. 

Among others, churches were established near the present site of 
Randallville, and at Bolivar, a few miles west of Mt. Auburn. 
3oth of these were were finally absorbed by the Blue Mound and 
Mt. Auburn congregations. 

Elder Northeutt was likewise employed for one year as 
eounty Evangetist, ly a co-operation of the churches throughout 
the county. Indeed, a history of the Christian Church, during this 
period, would be little more than a sketch of lis labors and their 
restuts. These were very busy years with him, as he was almost 
alone in the work of preaching the faith he held. But, at last, 
other laborers came to his assistanee, and the work grew in propor- 
tions under their combined labors. 

Tn 1856 (2) elder A.C. McCollum organized a congregation in 
Locust schoo}-house, a half mile north of the present site of Owaneco; 
an. a few years later, elder John W. Tyler, of Macon county, 
established the Saunders church, in the extreme northern part of the 
county. 

Besides the ministers already named in this sketch, elders John 
PF. England, John Wilson, Thomas Cully, William Vanhooser, A. 
J. Kane, C. 'T. Cole, E. C. Weekly and Wm. M. Brown, labored to 
iu greater or less extent at different points; and the following addi- 
tional congregations were organized :—Liberty, Mt. Auburn, Pana, 
South Pork, Edinburg, Palmer, Assumption and Salem. Of these, 
all except Palmer stil] retain their organizations. The church at 
that point built a good house of worship, but lost it in a few years 
by the foreclosure of a inortgage, and soon ceased to be. 

The present number of congregations of the Christian Chureh in 
this county is ten, viz:—Assumption, Edinburg, Liberty, Mt. 
Auburn, Owanceo, Pana, Salem, Sanders, South Fork and Taylor- 
ville. 

The Owanceo, Pana and Salem congregations have no houses of 
worship. 

The aggregate membership of these churches is over 900, and the 
value of their church property about $f4,000. The aggregate seat- 
ing capacity of their houses of worship is 2400. 

There are four ministers of the Christian Church now living in this 
county, who are regularly employed in the work of preaching the 
gozpel, They are A 7). Northeutt, C. T. Cole, 8. R. Willson and 
W. T°. Richardson. 

The crying uced of the churches of this order in Christian county 
is regular pastoral labor. For jack of it many of them are languish- 
ing, and without it, some of them must soon die. 

With the numbers and financial ability they possess, a far more 
Jandable work might be accomplished than has vet characterized 
their history as a religious people. 


ASSUMPTION CHRISTIAN CIUURCIL, 


The history of the Christian Church in Assumption dates from 
the fall of 1870, when elder J. M. Morgan held a meeting in the 
Baptist Church, and baptized several persons — These, with a few 
who were already members of this order, in all numbering twenty, 
continued for several years to meet frequently on the Lord's day, to 
attend to the Lord’s Supper, and hear the preachiug of the gospel 
hy J M. Morgan and A. D. Northeutt. 

Tn the spring of 1874, a congregation was organized, numbering 
twenty-five meihers, and, with the view of building a house of wor- 
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ship, D. J. Watson, Dr. 8. M. Benepe, and JJ. J. Benepe, were ap- 
pointed trustees. This undertaking, however, was not carried out 
till the following year. 

In October, 1875, their house was begun, and was completed in 
January, 1876, elder N. 8. Haynes, of Decatur, dedicating it on the 
second Lord’s day of that month. The buildiug, which ts surrounded 
by a handsome grove of maples, is a substantial frame, measuring 
36x54 fect, the eeiling being 18 feet, and the spire 85 feet in height. 
It is neatly finished within, the walls and ceiling being white, the 
wood-work grained, and the aisles and pulpit carpeted. There isa 
baptistery under the pulpit, dressing-rooms at the side, a large bell, 
and a good cabinet organ. 

The entire cost of building and grounds, complcte and ready for 
use, was $3800. The seating capacity of the building is 325, The 
dedication of this church was followed by an interesting revival | 
which resulted in adding 17 to the congregation, bringing its num- 
ber up to 41. During this meeting, the organization of the church 
was completed by the election and ordination of W. P. Mauzy and 
D. J. Watson as elders, and William Abbott, Dr. 5. ML. Benepe and 
John J. Benepe as deacons. On the 30th of January a Sunday- 
school was organized, which has increased in numbers and interest 
til] the present time. 

From this time forward, the growth of the church was rapid and 
uninterrupted. ©. (). Oviatt and J. O. Henry filled the pulpit of 
the church during the spring and summer of 1576, and in October, 
elder Geo. 1. Adams added 17 members, in a protracted meeting. 

During the following year (1877), F. M. Guinn preached regu- 
larly at Assumption for about three months, and was snececded hy 
elder A. D. Northentt. In October of this year, the congregation 
held a revival of 30 days, conducted by elder D. P. Henderson, and 
resulting in the addition of 15 persons to the church. During this 
meeting, the official board of the congregation was inereased in 
number, by the addition of J. R. Milligan as elder, and LT. Wat- 
kins and S$. M. Coonrod ax deacons. At the same time E. E, 
Cowperthwait was ordained to the work of the Christian ministry. 

Throughout the following year (1878), A. D. Northeutt and E. 
E. Cowperthwait preached regularly for the church, and frequent 
additions were made to its membership. During September of this 
year, the church held its annual revival mecting, assisted by elder 
W. FP. Richardson, which increased by 13 the membership of the 
congregation. 

In March, 1879, W. F. Richardson was called to the pastoral 
charge of this chureh, and is now in his second year's labor in that 
capacity. 

The aggregate membership of this church since its organization is 
158, and its present membership 112. 

Its Sunday-sehool uambers 90, with four officers and nine 
teachers. J. M. Birce is the efficient superintendent, and A. G. 
Chilton, secretary. 


EDINBURG CIERISTIAN CHURCIL, 


It was not far from the year 1556, that the above-named congre- 
gation was organized by Elder A. D. Northeutt. Tt numbered 30 
members, and chose as elders, B. F. Stokes and B. K. Prater. 

In 1872, a house of worship was built, at a cost of $2,500, 
having a seating capacity of 400, 

Tn April, 1875, it was blown over during a severe wind storm, 
but was rebuilt at once, at a cost of $1,200. 

Since tts organization this church has employed, in pastoral labor, 
A.C, MeCollum, E, C. Weekly, J. Logan, Samuel Williams and 
J. H. Matthews; and, as evangelists, 8. B. Lindsley, ——- Colston 
and W. A. Mallery. 


For two years past, Elder John L. Wilson, of Macon county, has 
preached for this congregation, with the most satisfactory results. 

The present membership is 120. B. IX. Prater, 8. D. Matthews, 
T. J. Prater and J. M. Chandler compose the eldership; and R.W. 
Johnson and Mlisha Prater are deacons. 


LIBERTY CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 

Tn the spring of 1553, Elder A. D. Northeutt settled in Prairie- 
ton township, and began at once to preach in the sehoul-houses 
in the vieinity, and in the dwellings of his neighbors. The only 
members of the Christian Church in the neighborhood at that time 
were himself and wife, and Stephen Workman. 

In 1854, a congregation of nine members was organized in a log 
school-house on Flat Branch, Stephen Workman being chosen as 
elder, and 8. B. Workman as deacon. 

Abont 1860 a house of worship was built at a cost of over $2,000. 
It is situated about three miles south-west of Moawedqua, near the 
banks of Flat Branch creek, and surrounded by fine forest trees. 
The building, however, has not been kept im good repair, and now 
presents a very dilapidated appearanee. 

There have been upwards of 400 names on the roll of this con- 
gregation, since its organization, many of whom haye moyed to the 
western states and territories, and helped to form new charches 
there. The Christian Church at Friendville, Nebraska, is conrposed 
of members from this organization. 

The present membership of Liberty Chureh is 157, George Bil- 
yeau and A. B. Lawrence are the elders, and Michael Workman 
and William Robinson, deacons. 

aA. D, Northeutt is the only minister this church has ever em- 
ployed, in regular pastoral labor. He is at present preaching there 
one-half of his time. 

Protracted mectings have been held there by W.T. Maupin, J. 
W. Houston and 8. A. Willson. 


MY. AUBURN CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 

In 1865, several members of the Christian Chureh living in and 
aryund Mt. Auburn, hegan mecting for worship occasionally in 
the school-house at that point. 

In 1806, they sneceeted in building a house of worship, at a cost 
of $2,200. Jt is a frame structure, 36 by 50 fect in dimensions. 

In 1869, the congregation, then numbering about forty, com- 
pleted its organization by the selection of C. T. Cole, Ira Ellis and 
Paul Smith as elders; and William Young and James Evans as 
deacons. 

For seyeral years following its organization, the Mt. Auburn 
chureh enjoyed the regular labors of Elder Joho W. Tyler and A. 
D. Northcutt, with oeeasional visits from John L. Wilson, John 
England, Dr, John Hughes, Dr. John Engle, and E. C. Weekly. 
Ata later date, C, T. Cole and Alfred Lewis preached at that point 
tor three years. 

The present officers of the congregation are C. T. Cole, elder, 
amd Levi Sherman and James W. Stobaugh, deacons. 

The nominal membership of the ehurch is 150; but as it has not 
met for worship for nearly two years, unless a revival soon take 
place there, the Mt, Auburn Chnistian Church will be a thing of 
the past. 

PANA CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 

In the year 1869, elder J. O. Henry, of Vandalia, organized a 
Christian Church of 18 members, at a school-house two miles south- 
east of Pana. 

J. U1. Dawdy was chosen elder; and J. B. King and G. B. King, 
deacons. 
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In 1874, the place of mecting was changed to Lawrence's hall, in 
Pana; and again in June, 1878, to the City Tall, where the church 
stil] assembles for worship. "The present officers are:—J H. Dawdy 
and Gritlith Evans, elders; J. FP. Miter and Richard Couch, 
deacons; Charles Dawdy, clerk. The membership is now 47. 

Among the Christian min‘sters who have preached at various 
times in Pana, are A. D. Northeutt, B. W. Henry, J. O. Henry, 
A. CG. McCollum, B. B. Tyler, J. M. Morgan, N. 8. Haynes, Wil- 
liam Vanhooser, J. Carroll Sturk, and 1B. R. Gilbert, who is now 
preaching for the church there onee a month. 

This congregation hopes to he able soon to build a house of wor- 
ship, which, if realized, would very materially advance its influence 
and growth in the community. 


SALEM CMURISTIAN CHURCH. 

This congregation meets for worship in the Salem sehool-house, 
four miles west of Blue Mound. It was organized on the first Lord’s 
day in June, 1879, by elder C. T. Cole. The membership, at that 
time numbering 14, has now inercased to 27. 

Ira Ellis is clder of the congregation, and Frank M. Piper aud 
P. C. Elis, deacons. 

Elder Cole has preached regularly for this church sinee its organi- 
zation. 

SOUTH FORK CURISTIAN CHURCH. 


This chureh, located in the eastern part of South Fork township, 
was organized in September, 1871, by elder A.C. McCollum ; and 
the following year erected a house of worship, costing $1500, and 
having a seating capacity of 300. 

Silas Matthews, Lenson Adams, and Quesy Johnson were the first 
elders chosen. Among others who have preached for this congrega- 
tion, are AC. McCollum, A.D. Northeutt, Samuel Williams, 1. 
LB. Royal, A.J. Kane, EC. Weekly and W. H. Mallery. 

This church is at present, and has been for some time, without 
preaching ; and with 150 names on the church book, has an actual 
membership of but 25. 

The present elders are Leason Adams aud John W-. Taf 


TAYLORVILLE CHRISTIAN CIDURCUL. 


In 1853, clder A. D. Northcutt held a two weeks meeting in the 
Camberland Presbyterian Charch in Taylorville, and organized a 
Christian Church of 385 members. William Singer, B. FP. Maupin 
and J. W. Thompson were chosen elders; and A. Jo Sparks and 
Griffin Evans, deacons. 

This congregation vceupied the ( P. Church a part of the time 
till the following year, when a house of worship was built, at a cost 
of about $2500. This was, at that time, the best church building in 
the county. 

So rapid was the growth of the church at that time, that the eon- 
eregation numbered 150, shortly after the completion of the house of 
worship. Had harmony and zeal characterized its efforts at this 
period, a very strong church might have been established in Taylor- 
ville. 

As it was, however, the labors of many good and true men were 
net cuough to counteract the effect of discord and carelessness ; and 
at the end of twenty years, the church was weaker, instead of 
stronger, than at the beginning. 

Among those who preached for the congregation during these 
years were A.C. McCollum, A. 1) Northeutt, Thomas Cully, John 
L. Wilson, J. W. Taylor, William M. Brown, AT. Maupin and 
William Vanhooser. 

A few years ago, a wolf in sheep's clothing forwarded the work 


of destruction, and the chureh became thoroughly disorganized, 
and the members seattered on every hand. 

Matters remained thus till Deeember Ist, 1878, when Elder 
8. TR. Willson came to Taylorville to attempt a restoration of the 
ehureh. The task seemed hopeless at first, but after many months 
of hard labor there seemed a promise of success. On September 
28th, 1879, thirty-three members of the Christian Church entered 
into a covenant, pledging themselves to more earnest and united 
labor for Christ, and effected an organization by the scleetion and 
ordination of the proper officers, William Frampton, Rt. P. Lang- 
ley and W.N. Long were chosen as elders; to whom was after- 
wards added LL. R. Hendricks. 

A. 8. Thomas, Morgan Milligan, and Joseph Torrenee were 
chosen deacons; and Mrs. J. A. Tyler, clerk 

Elder Willson is now on his second year's labor for the Taylor- 
ville church, and the growth, though slow, is very perceptible. 
The congregation now numbers furty ; and though far from strong, 
either in numbers or wealth, yet the harmony that prevails, and 
zeal that characterizcs the membership, seem to promise better 
days for the Christian Chareh in Taylorville 

The Sanday School in connection with this church is thriving in 
the hands of a corps of efficient officers and earnest teachers. It 
numbers over one hundred scholars. William Frampton is the 
superintendent, and Miss Susie L. Harner, secretary. 


ROSE MOND CONGREGATIONAL CHURCU,. 
BY REV. CHAS T. bERING. 


Christian county has never had but one Congregational Chureh, 
and this is located at Rosemond 

A colony, mainly of Massachusetts people, began a settlement 
on the prairies of this township in January, 1806 Almost without 
exception they were people of religious taith and habits, and it was 
their determination to establish Christian worship and ordinances 
as soon as possible. 

The first Sunday the colony spent in the scttlement was 
observed by divine services in the only house which was then built, 
and each Sunday thereafter services were held, members of the 
culony taking turns in eonducting them. 

Early in the Spring of the same year, the whole congregation 
organized themselves into a Sunday School, whieh held its session 
immediately after the usual morning service. Mr. O. M. Iawkes 
was superintendent. The following summer, Rev. Joseph Gordon, 
of Alton Presbytery, came to the settlement once a month and 
jreached, with the exception of two Sundays, when services were 
conducted by visiting ministers; this was all the ass 
previous to the organization of the church. 

The majority of the colony had previously been members of 
Congregational churches; hence they preferred this form of govern- 
ment, 

September 7th, 1856, the church was organized. Rey. A. T. 
Norton, of Alton Presbytery, was the only minister present, and 
presided. Twenty-two persons entered into covenant as follows: 


sistance received 


Debby A. Tawley, from Congregational Church, Sunderland, Mass. 


Brainard Smith, 2) “ “ “ 
Mrs. Nancy ©). Smith, “ ‘ “ 
Rupes Russel, sa «“ “ “ 
Edward S. 1H, from 15th Street Presbyterian Chureh, NY. City. 
Mrs. Catharine MoT,  “ “ “ “oo 


Orlando M Thawkes, from Congregation’! Chureh, Charlemont, Muss. 
Mrs. Debhy A. Hawkes, y ss e io 
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John Putnam, from Congregational Chureh, Hinsdale, Mass. 
Mrs. Flora Putnam, i : « io 


Ophelia M. Putnam, us “ “ “ 
Silas S. Clapp, from Presbyterian Chureh, Canal Dover, Ohio. 
Mrs. Luey .\. Clapp, us ut “ “ 
Timothy L. Bacon, a “ «i “ 


ac &“ ce “ 


Mrs. Catharine Bacon, 
Abram Groesbeek, from Congregat'l Church Graud Rapids, auicn 
Mrs. Orinda Groesbeek, fe a a 

Benjamin R. Hawley, from I-t Presbyterian Church, St. Louis, Mo. 
Mrs. H. It. Hawley, 
Mrs. Menuda Ix. Marvin,  “ es « te is 
John E. Guild. on profession. 

Emma L. Mason, “ 

Soon after the organization, Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin E. Warner 
were received to membership by letters fiom the Congregational 
Church of Hinsdale, Mass. 

O. M. Hawkes and Brainard Smith were chosen deaeons, and 
Edward &. TLill, clerk. 

In October of the same year the church connected itself with the 
Morgan Conferenee of Congregational Churches, which has sinee 
beeome the Southern Congregational Association of Hlinois. 

The ehurch has always held to the faith and privciples of the 
Pilgrims, who Janded from the Mayflower in Dee. 1620, and estab- 
lished the first Congregational church in America. 

The church is governed by ihe folluwing 
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PRINCIPLES OF POLITY. 

J. All prineiples of Covgregational polity are derived from the 
New Testament. 

2, A church is a company of Christians associated for eonmunion 
in the gospel ordinanees and for ihe promotion of the Christian 
faith, having no superior but Christ. 

3. The Church of Christ has but one spiritual order of persons. 

4. The officers of a church are bishops (ealled also pastors) and 
deacons. 

5. Congregational ehurehes entrust no eeelesiastical power to 
their officers. 

6. A chureh has power,— 

(1.) To ehoose its own otfieers. 

(2.) To admit or exclude its own members. 

(38.) To adopt its own creed. 

(4.) To arrange the details of its own worship. 

(5.) To choose its own methods of religious and benevolent 
work, 

7. Churehes may unite in assoeiations or econferenees for purposes 
of mutual assistance and edifieation; but all decisions of ecelesias- 
tieal bodies have only a moral power over the ehurches. 

In February, 1857, the ehurch ealled for its first ministcr, Rev. 
William C. Merritt, who labored here until February, 1861; he 
eontinued to live in Rosemond until 1866, when he removed to 
Dallas City, [Ninois. In 1870, he removed to California, where 
he has sinee resided. Under his ministry the church grew rapidly, 
and 44 members were added. 

Mr. Merritt was born at St. Clairville, Ohio, November 14th, 
1814. Graduated at Vlinvis College in 1542, aud at the ame Theo: 
logieal Seminary in 1845; was ordained hy the Nhnois (now Quin- 
ey) Association at Mendon, in May, 1846. He marricd Mary L. 
Carter, a native of Conneeticut. They have four clildren living. 

The second miuister of the church was Rev. Timothy Hill, a 
brother of Edward 5. TM]], one of the origiual members; he Jaborcd 
here nearly three years. Under his ministry quite an cxtensive rc- 
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vival ee consequence of which the church rceeived about 
30 members. r. Hill was the son of Rev. Ebenezer and Abigail 
(Jones) TH, Re wax born in Mason, N. H., June 30th, 1819, IJTis 
father was the pastor of the ee aan) Church at Mason for 
64 years. He graduated at Dartmouth College in 1842, and at 
Union Theological Seminary in 1845; was licensed hy the Third 
Presbytery of New York in April, 1545, and ordained by the 
Presbytery of St. Louis, October 22d, 1846; was supply pastor of 
Presbyterian Chureh, St. Charles, Mo., 1846-1851; Fairmount 
Presbyterian Charch, St. Louis, Mo., 1552-1860; Congregational 
Church, Rosemond, February, 1861, fe October, 1863 ; Shelbyville, 
Hlinois, Presbyterian Church, October, 1863, to Jaly, 1865; Second 
Presbyterian Chureh, Kansas City, Mo., 1865-1868 ; District See- 
retary Pres. Board of Home Missions from October, 1865, to 
the present time. Reeeived title of 1).D. from Highland Univer- 
sity in 1873. Married November 2d, 1554, Frances Augusta Tall, 
and has two ehildren living. 

The third minister was Rev. Edward B. Tathill, who remained 
but one year, viz. from April, 1864, to April, 1865, during which 
time the church received six members. The church was then a 
year without a minister; but regular services were sustained, and 
eleven members added. After leaving Rosemond, Mr. Tuthill was 
supply pastor of the Congregational Chureh at Coneord, Ulinvis, 
cleven years, and has since leaving there labored in Colorado and 
California. 

The fourth minister was Rev. Alfred A. Whitmore, who also re- 
mained but one year, beginning June Ist, 1866. In that year five 
members were added, and the church building was erected at a cost 
of 85,200. The congregation had worshiped fur some years in the 
school-house, but owing to some diffieulty created Ly members of 
another denomivation, the directors refused to alluw this house to 
be used any longer for religions phe 

My. Whitmore was born near Geneva, N. Y., July 7th, 1817; grad- 
uated at Oberlin in 1846; labored one aul a half years as an evangel- 
ist; wassupply pastor of Congregational Church, Ashburnham, Mass., 
1548-1853; labored in Ohio, 1853-1864; was supply pastor of 
Congregational Church, Henry, Marshall county, Hs., 1864-1866, 
and of Rosemond Congregational Church, 1866-7, Since leaving 
Rosemond he has labored in northern Tllinois and Iowa. He 
married September 17th, 1849, Martha P. Fletcher, of Enosburgh, 
Vermont, and has six children living. 

The fifth minister was Rev. Joho R. Barnes, who remained a 
little more than two years. The most extensive revival the church 
has known oceurred under his ministry, and forty-three members 
were added to the church, 

Mr. Barnes was born in Southington, Ohio, Deeember 15th, 
1821); graduated at Oberlin College in 1861; was approbated for 
the ministry by Plymouth Rock Association at ILampden, Ohio, in 
1862; preached a few months for the churches of Iartford and 
Fowler, Ohio, and then entercd Andover Theological Seminary ; 
graduated there in 1465; ordained at Plainfield, Connectieut, Oct. 
Sth, 1st0,and preached there until the spring of 1867 ; was supply 
pastor at Rusemond, June, 1867, to September, 1869; at Collinsville, 
Ilinvis, Presbyterian Church, September, 1869, to April, IST4; at 
Earlville, Hlinois, Congregational Chureh, November, 1874, to 
November, 1876; at Eldora, Iowa, Congregational Church, Novem- 
ber, 1876, to November, 1878; since February, 1879. has been sup- 
ply pastor at Fayette Congregational C hurch, Towa. 

The sixth and present minister of the ehureh is Chas. T. Dering. 
He was born on Long Island, N. Y., Panu: urv 2Tet, 1842; oraduated at 
Hamilton College, 184, and at Andover Seminary, 1868; began 
labor here Deeember, 1860, and was ordaincd pastor of the elaanali 
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March {th, £870. During bis ministry the chureh has reecived 
fifty-one members. He married, October 26th, 1476, Mary J., 
daughter of Wilham Bailey, of Rosemond. 

The oldest member at the organization of the church was Mrs. 
Debby Amelia Hawley, widow of Rey. Wm. A. [awley, of Hins- 
dale, “Mass. Her brother, Mr. B. E. Warner, and all her Jiving 
children except one, were members of the Rosemond colony. She 
was the mother of Benj. R. Hawley, Mrs. John Putnam, Mrs, Brai- 
nard Smith, Mrs. QO. M. Hawkes, and Mrs. John L, Marvin. All 
these were among the original members of the church, She dicd 
April Sth, 1858, aged 64. 


THE GERMAN EVANGELICAL ST. JOINS CHULCI 
AT PANA, ULES. 


BY NEV. FRED. PFEIFFER. 


Rev. Matthias Galster, a pioneer of the German Evangelical 
Synod of N.uA., located at Pana, after having worked for many 
years in Ohio and Indiana, and organized a congregation ten miles 
north-east of this city, and began to preach in vAugust, P8640 Tn 
September he vrganized a congregation under the name of German 
Hvangelieal Lutheran. Its first members were T. Schlierbach, 
Nichol Neu, Michacl Neu, Christian Neu, Peter Neu, L. Paul, and 
A. Botschner. Its first stewards were L. Sehlicrbach and Nichol 
Neu. The services were held partly in the first ME. Church, 
while on its old site, and partly in the old city school building, 
called the Lawrenee School. In order to have a house of worship 
of their own, they passed in a meeting in December, 1865, a resolu- 
tion to build a frame church, 4025, which resolution was without 
delay executed at a cost ef $5000, 

In another mecting, the members then united, changed the name 
“ Evangelical Lutheran "into siiaply “German Evangelical,” with 
the additional “St. John’s,” so that it now bears the name “ German 
“ Evangelical St. John’s Church.” As the founder of the church, 
Rev. Galster, lived too great a distance from the town, the con- 
gregation thought it to their best interest to have a minister of the 
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gospel residing in thieir midst, and, according to the advice of brother 
Cialster, tendered a eal) to Rev. J. Gubler, then at St, Charles, 
Mo. Ie accepted and entered his field m this city in July, 1870. 
As the congregation had no parsonage then, the preacher had to 
rent for one year, at the expiration of which they bought the very 
same building with lot for $475. 

Rey, Gubler connected with his charge at Paua a new field eight 
niles west of Taylorville, so that in Pana he preached but every 
other Sabbath. For three years he taught a parvehial school. 
As a great desire was manifested by the Americans to learn the 
Crerman language, the German school was then attached to our de- 
partment of public schools, and is conducted as such to this date. 
A Sabbath School] was started in the beginning of the congregation, 
but has heen more successfully carried on since a preacher located 
in Pana. 

In 1875, Nev, Gubler resigned and went to Inglefield, Ind. 
The writer of this sketch is his snecessor. Before entering his 
new field, the congregation built a school-room to the west end 
of the ehureh for the sum of $250, so that Rev. Pfeiffer found for 
his work a neat little school-house, which proved to be too small 
through all this time of his teaching. As the preacher's family suf- 
fered from chills aud fever owing to the location of the parsonage, 
the congregation agreed to sell it and build a new one ina healthier 
location. This resolution was carried out in 1877 ; the old parsonage 
sold for $625; a lot on the west slope of the east ridge was bought, 
and a two-story frame house erected thereon for the sum of $1215, 
of which the last part was paid this spring, so that the property of 
the congregation is free of debt. When the old Presbyterian chureh 
was taken down, the congregation obtained the bell of that church ; 
also a few years before a good and beautiful organ from Prince & 
Co., of Buffalo. The congregation has now forty members; has 
service cyery Sabbath morning, and every other Sabbath evening. 
The Sabbath School numbers from forty to fifty scholars, superin- 
tended hy L. Sehlierbach. From this congregation have sprang 
one west of Taylorville, aml one seven miles sonth of Pana, 
at Oconee, Shelby Co., 1s. Among its first members who still 
belong to the church are L. Sehlierbach and L. Paul. 
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‘EXTRACTS FROM THE ** MORRISONVILLE TIMES.” 


Saturday, April 24th, 1850, will long be remembered by the re-i- 
dents of Christian county as an epoch in its history, fraught with 
desolation, rin and death 

On Sunday morning vague rumors were afloat, as to the awful 
calamity caused by tbe dread cyclone’s resistless march. The storni 
secms to have gathered in the south-west, and traveled almost a 
north-eastwardly direction, with but little deviation from a dircet 
line from whenee it came, until cleven miles of a beautiful farming 
country had becn utterly stripped of buildings, fruit trees, feness, 
ete., the accumulation of years of toil of many a sturdy tiller of the 
suil, leaving in its track three dead and many wounded, several 
of whom will probably die; besides stock of every description, 
strewn about, and mangled in every conceivable manner. 

The first place in the track of the storm was the home of Mr. 
Thomas Smith, 43 miles from this place. Mr. Smitb, in his delinea- 
tion, represented the storm as seen by himeclf, as gathering in mid 
air preparatory to the fell onslaught, and remaining stationary for 
a few secouds, then with a rush beyond comparison, swooped 
down, lifting the house clear of the foundation and partially turn- 
ing it about, dropped it some twenty-five feet away, overturning the 
kitchen stove and a dish safe, the latter falling upon his little boy 
of three years, fortunately doing him uo harm. The outside of the 
house presents the appearanee of having withstvod a siege from a 
battering ram, the shingles being torn off in many places, while a 
great hole in the side of the house, shows plainly that a missile of 
some weight found a lodgment there. 

Next in turn eame the home of &. W. Hawkins, en the farm of 
Andrew Simpson, of Taylorville, and full two miles from Mr. Smith's 
and four miles north-west of Clarksdale; the intervening property 
seemiug to have escaped with very little, if any damage. The build- 
ings on the Simpson farm, were a farm-house one and a half storics 
in height, an old house used for storage, a smoke-house and barn, of 
which hardly a vestige remains. A son of Mr, Hawkins, in reply 
to your correspondent said : That on the approach of the storm the 
whole family gathered in a room in the south-east corner of the 
house, and that at the first burst of the eyclone it wrenehed the 
door open, and being shut in the interval of a momentary lull, was 
kept shut during the rest of the gale. Just here it may be well to 
state that every one in speaking of the gale, agree in the one -tate- 
ment, that there were but two blasts, and that the second one did 
the damage—the second tore the house from its accustomed resting 
place, tearing away the top story ; and bursting out the north side, 
leaving the wrecked hull thirty or thirty-five fect from the founda- 
tion blocks. On the upper fluor were three beds and a lot of canned 


fruit, of which uot a particle ean be feund ; the stable is a mass of 
ruins. The old house and smoke-house are utterly obliterated ; one 
new wagon and sleigh were broken to pieces; one wheel and a part 
of an axle of the wagon were found across a hedge one hundred 
yards away. A colt standing in the stable remaiued unhurt through 
the demolishing of the structure. The poultry belonging to the 
farm were either killed or seattered, as noue can be found. Luekily 
the orchard escaped without serious damage. The family were for- 
tunate in passing through the whole disaster without a seratch, but 
how, noon? cau imagine. Surely a higher power than that of the 
storm king's kept watch there. 

From the Simpson farm to the home of the widow Carlton two 
and one quarter miles away, the eyclone seems to have raised and 
passed harmlessly over, there dropping Iuw enough to catch up the 
house, unroofing it, and like the two dwellings before spoken of, 
left the remains several feet from its former resting-place. Mrs. 
Carltun was alone and sick at the time, but in some manner eseaped 
unhurt. 

At Mr. Mdward Leigh's, the gale struck with terrific violence, 
sweeping everything betore it; dealing out pain and death, devasta- 
tion and its manifuld aeeessuries more erucl in its mighty wrath 
than the vaunted fire fiend or mighty waters of the vast deep. Mr. 
Leigh and family (cleven) soneht safety in the cellar, io which, no 
doubt, they owe their happy cscape from death. The house, a 
handsome two story frame building, erected last fall, at a cost of 
three thousand dullars, was swept away with az litde ceremony as 
one would toss an objectionable bit of board from the side-walk ; 
and as a spectator said, grinding it into fragmeuts while suspended 
in the air. The family are all uninjured : except Lizzie, aged twelve 
years, who was slightly bruised). His total loss will probably 
amount to 89,000, 

Next in the track of the storm eame the residence of Mr. John 
Gessner, who, with his family—like Leigh—took refuge in the 
ecHar—all escaped unhurt. Mr. Gessner’s house and barn was 
utterly demolished, and one horse aud one cow killed, three horses 
injured, besides losing furniture, clothing, ete., entire. 

Thos. J. Langley’s house stood about two hundred yards cast of 
Jolin Gessner's. Here the eyelone, terrible in its frenzy, snatched 
up a human being and dashed it down to death. Mr. Langley’s 
family consisted of himself, wife and two ehildren—boys. | Mrs. 
Langley was instantly Killed; the body, as fonnd after the storm 
had abated, presented the appearance of having becu struck with 
some projectile, tearing a great hole in the side of the body—un- 


doubtedly the death wound, Mr. Langley is horribly bruised and 
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eut, but with the chanees in favor of his recovery. One boy of 
cleven years was cut about the faee and arm. Mr. Brents—a 
visitor at the Langley home at the time of the disaster—eseaped 
with a scalp wound of three inches in length, and a few bruises. 

Mr, A. Elliott suffered to the extent of having several ribs broken, 
also the bridge of his nose. Mrs. Elliott, who with a mother’s devotion, 
sought to shield her offspring from harm, regardless of the peril 
menacing herself, clasped a ehild under each arm, with another in 
her lap, awaited the onset. Mas, Elliott was severely wounded, 
while the children came out unhurt. The house is a total ruin. 

Of Rynaldo Carlton's house, not a picee remains. Mr. and Mrs. 
Carlton attempted to hold the door, but without sueecss. They then 
ran out and were only slightly injured. 

Willow Ford bridge, aeroxs the South Fork of the Sangamon 
river, and four miles south-west of Taylorville, was next eanght up 
and hurled to destruction ; picees of the timbers being found on the 
bluffs mile away. On the west side of the bridge the tornado had 
swept through the timber, laying in waste everything in the road 
of its mereiless march, One curious feature of the storm was here 
manifest. Huge trees that had been standing side by side ; the one 
would be found with the top directly in the teeth of the storm, 
while its mate was prostrate in the opposite dircetion, At the 
Ividge, the track of the eyclone, as shown by the devastation, could 
not have been more than a hundred yards in width, 

James J. Williams and wife saw the storm approaching 
and took refuge in a cave. Although the door was blown 
down, and death seemed inevitable, they eseaped unhurt. — No- 
thing was left of the house but the parts on which it stood. The 
furniture, bedding and clothing were blown away—not a vestige 
remaining. A horse and nile were killed, and ten head of cattle 
are missing. A new wagon that he had only taken home on Satur- 
day, was torn to pieces, and one of the tires was found several 
hundred yards away, wound around a Jog. A quarter of a mile 
beyond his place was another house, owned by him and oecupled by 
A, J. Cutler, As the storm approached, Mr, Cutler, who wax at 
Williams’ house, attempted to reach home, but was overtaken by 
the hurricane, and compelled to ron the ganntlet of flymg rails, 
boards and timber.  ITow he eseaped a violent death, is Indeed 2 
wonder, as his cluthing was literally torn from his body. When 
nearing his home, the tornado lifted the house from the ground and 
he saw the form of his little daughter carried away, high above the 
tree-tops ; the body was found the next morning quite a distanee 
from the house, in a brush pile with the upper part of the head 
gone —the skull crushed. His little son was found a short distanee 
from the house, horribly mutilated and dead. 

Frank Peters occupied a house near the Cutler family. On the 
approach of the storm the family took refuge in a log stable; tarn- 


ing the horses out, they placed the children in the manger and tried 
to hold the door shut, but without avail. The structure was almost 
entirely destreyed; happily the whole family eseaped with but a 
few slight bruises. ‘The house so lately deserted, was so completely 
demolished that hardly a log or picee remains. The horses trotted 
off to the west of the track of the storm and came through unhurt. 

John Ilayes, a tenant on the farm of Mr. Valentine, narrowly 
eseaped. The house was lifted from over the heads of himself and 
family, leaving them on the floor—none were seriously injured, 
exeept Mr. Hays, who reeeived a fracture of the skull. One horse, 
a dog, several hogs and some pvuultry were killed. The roof was 
taken off the house of Win. Welsh, who lives close by the ays 
family. Here the tornado left the timber and shot across the prairie, 
tearing up hedges, fences, and Jaying waste everything in its eourse 
—hogs, cattle and live stock of every kind were horribly mangled 
and killed. The harn of E. A. Miller was utterly demolished, and 
a large amount of stock killed or erippled, so as to render them 
worthless. A house owned by Mr. Miller and oeeupied by Andrew 
Olliver was blown down, the family remaining unhurt, Mr. and 
Mrs Geo, Iliggins were found a few hours after the storm had sub- 
sided, a quarter of a mile away from where the house had stood ; 
locked in cach other’s arms, eovered with mud, insensible, bleeding 
and horribly mutilated. James Watts and wife lost their home, 
household woods and a great deal of stock. They are both seriously 
injured. Not yet satisfied with the destruetion already wrought, 
the hurricane swept on, next striking and demolishing the house of 
Mrs. Holfuer. She, with five children, were caught in the falling 
building, injuring Mrs. Holfner and two children so badly that 
their recovery is despaired of. | Frank ILarkett’s house next came 
in route—one end was blown out and the roof lifted off, leaving the 
occupants uninjured. Jonas Kimmerer’s barn went next, together 
with several buildings and sheds adjoining; all the stock on the 
place was cither killed or maimed so as to render them utterly value- 
less. The Verkins’ sehool-house is a eomplete wreck; nothing 
remains to show where it once stood, 

The last stroke of the terrible eyclone fell on the 490x110 feet barn 
and elegant buildings and sheds, on the fine stock farm of J.J Per- 
kins, literally demolishing the whole, and sweeping them away with 
such velocity as to net leave a trace behind. Most of the stock 
having been sold during the day, the loss in the killed and injured 
will not fall heavily on Mr. Perkins. 

Ilere the reign of the storm fiend seems to have ended after 
having run his wad race, and laid in waste miles of the most pros- 
perous part of Christian eounty ; and it is with thankfulness that 
we lay down the recording pen—glad to Know that here ends the 
most disastrous chapter in the history of old Christian, but with 
sad memories of the scenes of sulfering, devastation, woe and death, 


mover “AND CITY OF TAYLORWILLE. 


HE early history of what is now known as Taylorville 
township dates as far back as 1818—twenty-one years 
before the conuty of Christian was organized, and to the 

¥| year when the great State of Illinois was admitted into 
the sisterhood of states. The hardy pioneer and hunter, the ad- 

vanced couriers of civilization in the west at that early day had 
penetrated its forests and plains where before alone had trod the 
stealthy Indian in search of the noble bison, and smaller game that 

roamed at will over the broad prairies. These pioneers were a 
hardy race; they were possessed of untiring energy, dauntless cour- 

age, and physical constitutions that could withstand the hardships 

and privations incident to a pioneer life. It was their task to clear 
the forest, push back the red man and blaze the way for the in- 
coming tide of immigration and civilization that was pouring in with 
resistless force from the old world into the new, and from the east 
to the great west. ILow well and nobly they performed their task 
is well known and written in the history of every state in the west. 

The township of Taylorville includes in its boundaries all of 

Town 15, Range 2, save about half of section 31 and a small por- 

tion of section 30, and sections 1, 2 and 12, and of sections 3, 11, 
13, 14, 24 and 25 in Town 15, Range 3. The township is bounded 

on the north by Buckhart, and on the east by May, on the south by 

Johnson and on the west by South Fork. The township is watered 
and drained by the South Fork of the Sangamon river, and Flat 

Branch. The former enters the township on the south side of 

section 36, Town 13, Range 2, and flows iu a northerly direction 

to the south-west quarter of section 25, from whence it flows in a 

south-westerly direction, and out of the township in section 34. It 

again enters the township in section 31 and flows in a north-westerly 
direction, forming the western houndary of the township. [t makes 
its exit from the township in section 38, Town 15, Range 3. Flat 

Branch enters the township in section 24, Town 15, Range 2. It 
flows in a south-westerly direction and empties into the South Fork 
of the Sangamon in the south-west part of section 25. The town- 

ship is well timbered with all kinds of wood indigenous to this 
climate and section of the conntry. The soil is exceedingly fertile 

and sufficiently undulating to carry off the excess of rainfall. The 

Decatur and St. Louis railroad, now under the control of the Wa- 
bash, St. Lonis and Pacific Company, and the Ohio and Mississippi 
railroads, offers abundant facilities for conveying the surplus pro- 
dnets of the soil and creating good markets for the farmers and 
merchants. 


EARLY SETTLERS. 

In writing the early history of a county and its townships, reca- 
pitulation to some extent becomes unavoidable, and in order to 
avoid it as much as possible, we must refer our readers to the 
general history of the early settlements to he found in another 
chapter of this book. 
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From the best information possible to be obtained, the honor of 
being the first settler in what is now known as Taylorville Town- 
ship belongs to John &. Sinnet. He located and built a cabin on a 
portion of land now embraced iu the sonth-cast part of Taylorville, 
not far from where the fair-ground spring is. He located there in 
1818, In 1829 he sold ont his improvements to Col. Thos. 3. 
Young. The Brents family came soon after, and by some it is 
thought that they were settlers here before Sinnet, but as stated 
aboye, the best information is that Sinnet was first and the Brents 
came in 1820. The widow Brents brought her family with her. 
There were William C., John and Simeon; her sons were young 
boys at that time. The latter son is still ltving in the county. 
Daniel C. Goode is credited with being in the county and a resident 
of this township as early as 1824. He located two and a half 
miles east of Taylorville, and close to where the town of .AHenton 
stood. He entered the first land in the township in 1850. We will 
have oceaston to speak more fully of him further along in this chap- 
ter. In 1825, William Wallis arrived. He married a daughter 
of the widow Brents. He opened a small farm one mile east of the 
present town of Taylorville. He was a Kentnekian by birth. Jesse 
Langley first settled on a tract of land on the west side of the town- 
ship in 1828. In 1854, he removed to a small improved farm for- 
merly occupied by Jolin Brents, on the east side of the township. 
Mr. Langley, in his day, was one of the prominent and influential 
mien of the county. Ile became a large land-owner and wealthy. 
He was the first man in the county that erected a distillery and 
manufactured alcoholic spirits. In 1829, there was quite a large 
number of settlers came into the township. Among them may be 
mentioned, Jesse Murphy, who settle] on an improved piece 
of land about two miles west of Taylorville. Aaron Vande- 
veer, a native of Washington County, Indiana, a farmer and 
a Baptist preacher, came into the county in the year above men- 
tioned. His son, Hon. H. M. Vandeveer, came to Taylorville in 
1839, when the connty-seat was located, and has remained here up 
to the present. The same year, 1829, witnessed the arrival of the 
“Young” family—Col. Thos. 8. Marcus L. and John, with their 
families. They were from Kentucky. In 1830, Juhn Gore, Sr., 
arrived; he settled on and improved a tract of land fonr miles west 
of the town of Taylorville. Jn 1835, Thos. Yonng, Sr., settled in 
the township at a point one imile south-east of this town. James 
IIanes came to the township in 1834. He subsequently ereeted 
the first hotel in Taylorville, now a part of the Globe Hotel, on the 
north side of the public square. Daniel C. Goode entered the land 
on which Taylorville now stands, in 1835. He afterward settled 
on a farm three miles north-east of Taylorville, where he died. 
Thomas Dawson was an old settler in the county; he came in 
1822. [n 1824 he built a horse mill on Flat Branch, and ran it 
three or four years, after which he moved to Missouri. Thomas 8. 
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Leachman, a farmer, came into the township in 1837, and Frank 
Hanes in 1838. Tn 18539, Ezekiel §. Young, a prominent man, 
became a resident of Taylorville, where he resided till his death in 
1857; he raised a large family, and many of his descendants still 
reside in the county. On the organization of the county, he was 
clected its first county clerk. He resigned the office August Ist, 
1840. In August, 1842, he was elected a member of the County 
Commissioners’ Court. William Thomas was an early settler; he 
was elected justice of the peace, and held the office for many years, 
or until his death. In 1889, Morgan Goode, a half brother of 
Daniel C., emigrat:d from Indiana and lived the first winter on 
the Fraley farm, four miles east of Taylorville. The next year 
after the location of the county-seat, he moved to Taylorville. Te 
is credited with building the first dwelling-house in the town. 
There were other buildings, a half-dozen perhaps, that had heen 
moved from Edinburg and Allenton and used as business houses 
and dwellings, hut his was the first house erceted for dwelling pur- 
poses exclusively in the town, It was afterwards removed to the 
alley in the rear of Anderson's bank. James Waddle and family 
came in 1836, and settled on a tract of land adjoining Taylorville 
on the cast. He remained there for several years, In 1540, came 
John W. Wheat and settled in Taylorville, and taught the first 
school in the town after it was loeated. Te was also a lawyer, and 
was second resident practicing attorney in the town or county. 
Atter him came Philip ©. Ferguson. James R. Lueas and family 
came in 1840, Tle, however, had been a resident of the county 
since 1836. Then came the Easthams and Goodens. W. 8. Frink 
eame to the county in 1836, He afterwards became the ower of 
the land on whieh Allenton stood. 

The first marriage in Taylorville took place January Ist, 1841. 
The high contracting parties were John Gilbert and Clara Ann 
Young. They were united in the holy bonds of matrimony by 
Rey. Aaron Vandeveer. The marriage license was the twenty- 
sixth one issued in the county. 

The first child born in the town of Taylorville was Sarah Lueas. 
The first death was “Cockle” Reeee, who was proprictor of the 
first grocery store in the town, 

The first entry of land upon record, in Taylorville township, 
was made by Daniel C. Goode. The entry hears date January 25th, 
1830. Ile entered the FE. half of the N. I. quarter of seetion 24, T. 
13 north, Range 2 west. The seeond entry was made by Jesse Lang- 
ley, May 50th, 1830. He entered the E. half of the N. &. quarter 
of section 12, 1.15, 2.5 W. The same day, John Young entered 


the N. E. quarter of section 1 in T. 15, R.3 W. 


TOWNSITIP OFFICERS. 


Supervisors :—W. W. Anderson, elected 1866, and re-elected 1867 ; 
J.C. Morrison, 1868, re-elected 1870 and 1871; J. IH. Parsons, 
1872, re-elected 1873; U1. W. Sharp, 1874; Abner Bond, 1874, and 
by re-elections held the office til] 1879; Uarry Cheney, 1880. 

ulssessors:—T. G. May, 1876; Win. Richardson, 1877; W. 8. 

Nichardson, 1878; Cecil Adams, 1879; Seth Mason, 1&80. 

Collectors :—James C. Morrison, elected 1866, re-eleeted 1867; 
Elijah A. Miller, 1868; James Brooks, 1860; John Knopp, 1870; 
Wn. H. Kirkwood, 1871; John Knopp, 1872; A.S. Martin, 1873; 
John Knopp, 1874; A.8. Martin, 1875, re-elected 1876 and 1877 ; 
J.8. Torrey, 1878; James M. Crabb, 1879; William T. Woodruff; 
1880. 

Town Clerks:—W. T. Evans, 1876; James White, 1877, re- 
elected 1878; J. 8. Torrey, 1879; F. 1. Harrison, 1880, 

Commissioners of Highways :—Geo. 1). Potts, 1876; Wim. Tall, 


Isi7; W. i. Langley, 1878; Nicholas Bureh, 1879; Uf. M. Lang- 
ley, 1850. 

Constables :~-Gustavus C. Johnson, F. M. Good and L. A. Dodge, 
eleeted in 1873; G. W. Long, 1874; Gus. C. Johnson, J. J. Wil- 
liams and W. C. Harris, 1877; Joseph B. Gore, 1879; Joseph 
Kennall, 1880. 

* Justice of the Peace: —Wnu. Singer, elected in 1866; Jesse Ta- 
non, 1866; nos Sabin and M. C. Long, 1870; James M. Taylor, 
M. C. Long and Wm. M. Provine, 1873; M. C. Long, E. Overand 
and J. N. ©. Shumway, 1877. 


TAYLORVILLE. 

The town of Taylorville is one of the oldest in the county. It is 
centrally located, and is equi-distant from Springfield, Decatur, 
Shelbyville and Hillsboro. 

Tt was located May 24th, 1859, by a commission appointed by 
the legislature for that purpose, soon after the organization of the 
county. When the location was made, the land on which Taylor- 
ville was built belonged to Daniel C. Goode, who entered it on the 
14th of December, 1855, He eonveyed it to Dr. Richard F. Bar- 
rett, John Taylor, M. Eastham and Robert Allen, who had it sur- 
veyed and platted. At the time of the location of the county-seat, 
the towns of Edinburg and Allenton were rivals for that honor. 
Edinburg had then a population of several hundred inhabitants, 
and Allenton presented advantazes of no mean pretensions. Both 
towns were backed by their respective citizens. Both were sufh- 
ciently near the geographical centre, so that opposition in that 
direetion was not thought of. The query arises, why these places 
were overlooked and negleeted, and the eounty seat loeated where 
there was not the least sign ofa habitation. The location was made 
through the personal efforts of Daniel C. Goode. [le was in many 
respects a remarkable man, and as a manager of men and director 
of local events and enterprises, it is doubtful if the county has ever 
produced his equal. He was a large, fine-looking man, with a 
splendid physique, and had a personal magnetism that won men 
to him at once. He and Robert Allen laid out the town of 
Allenton. Allen was the owner of the stage line, between Spring- 
field and Terre [Taute, Indiana. Goode kept the stage stand at 
Allenton. 

The town was named after John Taylor, one of the commissioners 
who loeated it. He was a resident of Springfield, and was for a 
long time Register in the Land Office. The first house erected was 
a small frame building 12x12 feet; H. M. Vandeveer was the 
builder. He commenced its erection in July of 1839, and com- 
pleted it in several months, after which he oceupied it as clerk, 
a position to which he had been appointed when the county was 
organized, Tt served as his habitation, elerk’s office, court room, 
ete., until the ercetion and completion of the new court-house in 
1840. In the winter of 1839-40, buildings were removed from 
Elinburg and Allenton to the county-seat. The first basiness 
house was Samuel Reece's grocery store. [t was a building called 
the old Charlie Clark home, moved from Edinburg, and stood on 
lot No. 9, block 15. He kept store in one end and lived in the 
other. The counter was about six feet in length. Ile sold coffee 
in those days at fifty cents per Ib., and other luxuries in proportion. 
Tle did not have much to sell, but, notwithstanding, he was con- 
sidered of much importance in his day. Dr, Alexander Ralston, a 
Scotchman, and Mr, Gilbert opened the second store in Taylorville. 
The doctor used his room fur some time as an office, after which 
was opened the store of Ralston & Gilbert. The store-house of 


* The roster of the offices is not qui e full, owing to the fact that Ihe records are not 
complete. 
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I’rickett’s was moved from E.linburg to Taylorville. Benjamin L. 
Yates opened a general store. In 1846, Messrs. Walker, Phelps 
& Co., of Carlinville, brought an extra large stock of goods to the 
town, They were in a small builing on the north side of the public 
square. The whole stock amounted to $1700. It made a great 
sensation. No princely merchant with a $50,000 stock could at 
this day produce more profound sensation. 

The building now occupied as a dwelling by the family of the 
late Dr. Goudy, was moved from Edinburg, where it had done duty 
as a hotel. 

Dr. Slater was the first physician in the town. He remained 
but a short time, Dr. Ralston was the second. After him came 
Drs. Higby, Chapman and Goudy. The first sermon preached in 
the town of Taylorville, after its location, was by Rey. Michacl 
Shuouk. H. M. Vandeveer was the first post-master. The post-office 
was in the court-house. 

The town improved slowly. The Great Eastern stage line pass- 
ing through the place daily, imparted a little life and excitement 
to the town. The merchants had to haul their goods from St. Louis. 
Flour was hauled from Springfield, and sold at $5.50 per barrel. 
Farmers hauled their wheat to Springfield, and received from 55 to 
40 cents per bushel. Pork was worth $1.50 per hundred. Beef 
$2.00 per hundred. Butter was worth 5 to 6 cents per pound, and 
potatoes 15 to 20 cents per bushel. 

The first school taught in Taylorville was by John W. Wheat, 
in 1840. Then followed Thos. B. Dougherty, David Miller, Aaron 
HI. H. Roundtree, Miss Sarah Holland. Schools were taught in 
different houses; the last, in Captain Hardin's office, on the south 
side of the public square. Miss Tolland was one of Goy. Slade’s 
“School Marms”’ sent out from the New England states. She was 
well educated, and possessed superior attainments. She died with 
cholera, in Springfield, in 1852. 

The brick seminary was erected in 1850, by the sehool directors 
of the town and the Sons of Temperance, Division No. 145. The 
lower story was used for schoo] purposes, and the upper one as a 
temperance hall, Among the teachers employed in th's building 
were D. L. Moore, John B. Jones and others. In 1858, the town 
was divided into three districts, and school-houses erected in each. 
These subserved the interests of the people until 1870, when the 
town was divided into two districts. The districts have now two fine 
brick school-houses; the one in the east costing $10,000, and the 
one in the west $24,000, The value of school furniture is about 
$600 The number of children attending these schools between the 
ages of six anil twenty years, are eight hundred and filty. There 
are two principals, and ten assistant teachers employed in these 
schools. 

COURCHES. 

The first church erected in Taylorville was the Cumberland 
Presbyterian. It was ocenpied December 24th, 1848. It was a 
frame structure in the south-west part of the town, located 
on lot No. 5, block No. 28. The building was 24 by 36 feet. No 
longer needing it for church purposes the society sold it in May, 
1874, for $400, and'it has been converted into a family residence. 
The M. E. Chureh was a brick building built in 1545. It was 
located on lot Nos. 5 and 6, block No. 24. After being used for 
many years it was torn down, and on its site was erected the pre- 
sent building. About one year after the completion of these two 
churches the Roman Catholie Chureh was finished by old “ Dickey ” 
Simpson, who made sacrifices without which it never would have 
been built. le deserves to he held in dear remembranee by the 
Catholic society for his untiring and selfsacriticing work in the 
cause of his and their faith, Ie deserves a burial under its chan- 


eel, with a marble slab to perpetuate his virtues and memory. 
This church stood south of the Publie square on lot No, 4, block 
No. 27, hut was moved, in the summer of 1874, further south, to 
lot No. 6, block No. 30, on the Cathohe Church grounds. 

The Baptist Church was the fourth, and was erected in 1854. 
The Presbyterian Church society, of Taylorville, was organized in 
1857, by Dr. J. G. Bergen, of Springfield, Hlinois, and its present 
frame house of worship was built in 1870. The present new Cum- 
berland Presbyterian Church edifice was built in 1873. In size it 
is 40 by 70 feet, and seats 400 persons. Its eost, when built, was 
$9,009. The Christian Church was built in 1857. 


RAILROADS. 

In the winter of 1856 Dr. Goudy was sent to the legislature 
from this district, and among other measures secured, obtained a 
liberal charter for the Pana and Springfield railroad, and perteet- 
el the charter of the Decatur and East St. Louis ratlroad. — These 
charters remained comparatively a dead letter, but served the 
valuable purpose of agitating and keeping the project before the 
people until it resolved itself into au accomplished fact. The 
charters were renewed, and both roads built: and put in operation. 
The Pana and Springfield, now known as the Ohio and Mississippi 
road, has been extended to Beardstown on the north, and Shawnee- 
town on the south. This road was the first one contemplated to 
this place. The first advent of the “Irou Horse,” in Taylorville, 
was on the 28th of October, 1869. Its arrival from Pana caused no 
little sensation. The Decatur and St Louis railroad was completed 
soon after, With the completion of these roads, Taylorville im- 
proved rapidly. Good and substantial buildings were erected, 
trade and business more than doubled, and its population increased 
to 3,000 inhabitants. 

MANUFACTURES. 

The first man in Taylorville who might be termed a manufactu- 
rer, was Abel Conner, a blacksmith. Jesse Lingley built a horse 
mill in the year 1837, on Spring Branch, one mile and a half’ east 
of Taylorville. Its power was obtained by an inclined wheel pro- 
pelled by milch cows. In connection with the mill he had a distil- 
lery. He built the mill with a double object in view, for the grind- 
ing of corn and barley, for the use of the distillery, and at the same 
time to grind corn for the accommodation of the neighborhood. He 
carried it on for three or four years, when he sold it, and it was re- 
moved to the North Fork. 

In 1850 Dr. Goudy supplied a want long felt by the erection of 
the first steam saw and grist mill in Taylorville. It contained but 
one pair of burrs, used tor grinding corn. [It was built at a cost of 
82,000. It was located in the south-east part of the town. It was 
the first thing that stimulated enterprise in furnishing lumber and 
the building up of the town. In time it changed hands, and Esquire 
FE. S. Young & Sons became the owners. It burned down in 1853. 

The first steam flouring mill was built by William T. Sprouse & 
Co, in 1853, in the western part of the town. In its day it was 
looked upon as a “ big thing,” and of no mean pretensions, It was 
furnished with two run of stones, one for wheat and the other for 
cora. It changed ownership several times, being successively 
operated by Wm. T Sprouse & Co., Col. Thomas P. Bond, Jesse 
Richardson, King & Co., V.T. Priest, Barfield and Sandford, and 
C. W. Davis. The latter purchased the entire mill in 1860, and 
converted it into a woolen factory,—carding and spinning. During 
this time he bought and shipped some 20,00.) Ibs, of wool annually. 
In 1872 it was again converted into a “eustom flouring mill.” It 
is st] owned by C, W. Davis, but at present is not operated. 

The rapid emigration into the county created 2a greater demand 
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for milling facilities. In 1850 V.'T. Priest erected a merchant 
stenin floaring mill in the southern part of the town, below the old 
Fair grounds. It was of more enlarged capaeity, capable of run- 
ning four pair of burrs. Tt was styled and known as the “ Forest 
Mills.” It was a three story brick structure, and cost about $15,- 
QUO, It was destroyed by fire in 1872. 

In 1868 Reuben Wilkinson, John W. Price and William 8. Moore 
erected the steam flouring mill in the northeast part of the town, on 
the O. & M. railroad, known as the “ Ruth Mills,” and now operated 
by Price & Wilkinson. It isa brick strneture, three stories high, 
has four run of burrs,and is furnished throughout with the latest 
improve-ment and appliances. The cost of the building and machin 
ery was $30,000, Tt has a capacity for manufacturing 100 barrels 
of flour every twenty-four hours. There is also attached to the mill 
an clevator for the handling and shipping of grain, with a capacity 
of 1,000,000 bushels annually. The firm of Price and Wilkinson 
manutacture into flour 50,000 bushels of wheat, and buy and ship 
100,000 bushels of wheat and 200,000) bushels of corn annually. 
The firm of 8. 8. Sprague & Co haye also an elevator on the track 
of the Wabash, St. Lonis and Pacific railroad. Their capacity for 
handling grain is about the same as Price & Wilkinson's. They 


have also two run of burrs and manufacture large quantities of 


corn meal which is shipped to eastern markets. 

The Sattley Bros., manufacturers of agricultural implements, 
organized and commenced operations in 1869. They manufacture 
from five hundred and fifty to six hundred sulky plows annually, 
and about the same number of walking plows, and about four bun- 
dred cultivators. The main building is 100 by 30. feet, and wing 
60 by 30 feet. Messrs. Sattley Bros. have all the latest improve- 
ments in machinery for tarning work vut skillfully and rapidly. 


INCORPORATION OF TAYLORVILLE, 


John W. Young, President of the Board of Trustees of the town 
of Taylorville, presented to the County Court, March 11, 1853, the 
following statement of the poll books of an eleetion held on the 4th 
day of March, 1853, to yote for and against “ Incorporating the 
town of Taylorville,” in these words and Hgures to wit: ‘At an 
election held at the eourt-house in the town of Taylorville, in the 
county of Christian and State of Iinois, on the 4th day of March, 
1853, to vote for or against incorporating the town of Taylorville, 
the following was the vote given, viz: For incorporating 45 yotes ; 
against incorporating 6, certified by me, H. D. Brigham, President; 
Milton Pike, Clert. > 


The present officers of the town are: T. W. Long, President of 


the Board of Trustees; James White, T. P. Baxter, C. W. Powell, 
R. Wilkinson and James White, Trustees ; J.C. MeBride, Attorney 
for the Board; J. P. Baxter, Treasurer; J.B. Ricks, Police Magis- 
trate; W. Wt. Elzroth, Marshal. 

No change has been made in the government of Taylorville since 
its Incorporation as a town, in 1855, 


CHRISTIAN COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 


This Society wax organized on the 21st day of July, 1850, A 
eoustitution and by-laws were adopted. At the preliininary meet- 
ing to determine whether a society should be formed, Frederick 
Weelhouse was called to the chair, and H. M. Vandevcer appointed 
seeretary. The organization elected the following officers: George 
{lousley, President; A. D. Northeutt, Griffith Evans and H. 0. 
Farrell, Vice-Presidents; D. D. Shumway, Recording Seerctary ; 
John D, Brown, Corresponding Secretary ; J. IL. Clark, Treasurer ; 
Albert Sattley, Chief Marshal, 


The first fair was held on the society’s grounds, south of Taylor- 


ville, October 2Ist, 1856, and was a ereditable affair. The society 
had purchased fifteen acres of land from Albert Sattley for fair 
grounds. 

The present officers are: John B. Ricks, President; W. A. Per- 
kins, Vice President; W. A. Goodrich, Secretary; A. Sattley, 
Treasurer; I. W. Sharp, J. W. Hunter, W. T. Baker, J. M. Simp- 
son and J. A. Wil, Direetors. 


THE TAYLORVILLE DRAMATIC COMPANY. 

A society known as the above-named, was permanently organized 
on the 16th of December, 1878, with the following officers :—James 
B. Ricks, President and Manager; Arthur Crooker, Assistant 
Manager; V. B. Kelly, Treasurer ; Wim. IL. Kaup, Seeretary. 

The membership consists of the above-named otbeers, and Messrs. 
Charles E. Johnson, C. A. Parish, Wm. McCaskill, Wn. T. Vande- 
veer, and Misses Retta Ricks, Lillie Clark, Mimie Wittle, Jennie 
Goudy and Adah IIay. 

They have given several exhibitions of the minor drama and 
comedy order, in which they displayed considerable talent and 
reecived the highest encomiums from the local press and competent 
critics. 

LEADING BUSINESS HOUSES OF 1880, 

Banks.—The banking interest of Taylorville is represented by the 
following firms and individuals: H. M. Vandeveer & Co., Ander- 
son & Shumway, and uA. G, Barnes. 

Dry Good Merelumts—J. M. Richardson, H. P. Shumway, G. A. 
Deterding, Chamberlain & Barnes, and 8. M. Melsnight. 

Clothiers & Merchant Tuilors—Marblestone Bros., Kuder Bros., 
Samucl H. Mossler, H. Cohen, and J. Wertheimer. 

Grocery Stores.—The grocery and provision trade is represented 
by Wilkinson & Co., Young & Anderson, L. R. Hedrick & Co., 
James Bourne, Colloway & Torrey, J. H. Fowler. 

Hardware and Tinware.—Is represented by 8. A. Low, Case 
Bros., C. Barnes, and W. I. Sinith. 

Druggistz—Barnes & Williams, A. Seaman, Jayne & Rockwell, 
Crooker & Son, 

Hotelsy—Long House, Globe Hotel, Traylor House, Railroad 
House, People’s Louse. 

Lumber Dealers—\I. M. Powel, Paddock, Greenman & Co, 

Livery, Feed and Sule Stab B. F. Long, G. W. Torrauce, 
George Waggoner. 

Boot and Shoe Trade-—Moore & Bach, John Reed. 

Leading Physicians —J. H. Kitzmiller, L. 7. Clark, J. 11 Clark, 
C.V. Rockwell, A. L. Perry, L. B. Slater, J. E. Whitecraft, D. K. 
Cornell, H. C. Chapnian, A. J. Roe, T. M. Johns, C. Pierce, Wim. 
McNeill, J. J. Firey. 

Dentists—T. L. Brown, M. Bonbrake. 

Millinery Stores—Miss Dora Allen, Kelley Sisters. 

Photographers. —G. N. Burleigh, Wheelen Bros. 

Jewelry Stores—G, Anderson, Jayne & Rockwell. 

Agricultural Iuplements—Post & Barton, Sattley Bros , F. Cook. 

Saddlery and Harness—John Reed, Alexander McClain. 

Furniture Dealers —J. F. Westenberg, Anderson & Shake. 

Tonsorial Artists—Whitzell & Morris, J. Medford, Riesemy «& 
Opperman. 

Meat Markcts.—Samuel Milligan, T. E. Sexton, 

Restaurants and Bukeries—<A. J. Woolington, Mrs. Margarct 
Murphy, Richard Bourne, James Bird, Peter Michacls & Co. 
Wendling & Co. 

Cigars and Tobaceo, i A. Brua. 

Marble Cutter.—J. 8. Culver, 
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Mills and Elevators — Ruth Mills, Price & Wilkinson, proprietors ; 
S. 8. Sprague & Co., C. H. Davis. 

Wagon and Carriage Manufuctories —¥. Cook, J. Shetler, Linhart 
& Hunker. 

Newspapers—Demoerat. Republican, Saturday Republican, 
Farmer’s Journal. 

Insurance A yencies—J. N.C. Shumway, Kinney & Peck, er 
Kinney. 

Abstractor of Titles —N. D. Ricks, J. M. Taylor. 

Book and News Store.—Simpson & Squier. 

Confectioner —C. A. Morrison. 


SECRET SOCIETIES. 


Mound Lodge No. 120 A. F. and Al. M. was organized under a 
dispensation from the Grand Lodge, Deeember Ist, 1851, The 
charter members and names of first officers were : 

Jerome R. Gorin, W. M.; William R. Fuok, 8. W.; E. J. Riee, 
J. W.; W. QR. Frink, Treas. ; D. D. Shumway, Sec. ; James Ashton, 
Tyler. 

The present officers are J. T. Townsley, W. M.; A. T. Kinney, 
Sees 2 Shumivay, J. Wey Al Riteher, S.0ls cA. EH. Nelson, 
J. D.; W. W. Anderson, Treas.; H. M. Powel, Sce.; J. Shetler 
and Richard Brown, Stewards; M. L. Young, Tyler. Present 
membership 109. 


Taylorville Chapter No. 122, R. A. JL, was organized under a 
dispensation from the Grand Chapter of the State of Hlinois, July 
18th, 1866, by Comp’s William T. Frink, 11. P.; B. T. Brown, K. ; 
and W. A. Gocdrich, 8. The Chapter was regularly ehartered 
October 5th, 1866. The first three principal officers were D. D. 
Shumway, H. 1’.; B. F. Barnes, K., and W. A. Goodrich, 8. 

The present officers are William T. Vandeveer, H. P.; A. Me- 
Caskill, K.; A.S. Rockwell, 8.; W. HL. Kaup, See.; James White, 
Chaplain; Same] H. Mossler, C. H ; Joseph Torrey, P.8.; J. T-. 
Townsley, R. A. C.; J. Shetler, W. TU Calloway; J. Brooks, M. 
of 1,2and 3 V.; M. L. Young, Tyler. Present membership 44. 

Taylorville Lodge No. 413 f. O. O. F.—This Lodge was organ- 
ized and instituted March sth, 1870. The names of the charter 
members were Francis Sauter, Peter Neu, Wm. H. Barr, and L. 
F. Wolfkill. The first officers were D. S. Wolfkill, N. G. ; Francis 
Sauter, V. G.; Win. H. Barr, See.; Peter Neu, Treas. ; Chris. Neu, 
Guard. The present officers are D. Hoover, X. G. ; E. C. Holmes, 
V.G.:J. H. Abell, Rec. See. ; William T. Vandeveer, Freas. ; E. 
J. Hunt, Guard. Present membership 86. 

Amraphael Encampment, No, 137, was instituted Apri] &th, 1872, 
The charter members were Samucl H. Mossler, A. P. Osborn, 
Chas. Spire, H. C. Johnson, Gus Stine, J. H Abcll, and &. Skiles. 
The present officers are, Samuel H. Mossler, C. P.; A. P. Osborn, 
Habe Win: Williams; J. WW. J. W. Nichodemus,S. W. ; J. He 
Abell, Scribe; C. N. Meredith, Treas ; FE. J. Hunt, Sen. Present 
membership 26. 

Ruights of Pythias, Mystic Lodge, No 64, was organized Decem- 
ber 15th, 1875. The first officers were J. 8. Culver, P. C.; Wil- 
liam T. Vandeveer, C. C.; 8. A. Barnes, V. C.; Alex. P) Osborn, 
Prelate; E. T. Weston, K. of Roand $.; J. iL Kitzmiller, M.A. ; 
Theo. P. Baxter, M. of F.; Charles A. Dean, M. of E, representa- 
tive to Grand Lodge; J. 5. Culver, Deputy, G C.; William Vande- 
veer. The present officers are G. Anderson, C C.; 3B. F. Lantz, 
V.C.;8. McKnight. Prelate; Jas B. Ricks, Kk. of Ro and 8. ; H. 
Cheney, M of Is. ; Jas. M. Crabb, M. of F.; ML. Williams, M of A; 


J. WH. Witzmiller, }. G.; E. J. Hunt, O G., Representative to 
Grand Lodge and D. G. C.; James B. Ricks. 

A. OL UL WW Peerless Lodge No. 42.—Pursuant to a call by the 
Deputy Grand Master Workman, Bro. W. HJ. McCormick, a meet- 
ing was held Friday evening, February 16th, 1877, at the Lodge 
rooms of the I. O. O. F and K. P., and an organization instituted, 
the xame to be kuown as above stated. A list of the present 
officers is as follows: A. P Osborn, P. M. W.; M. Bonbrake, M, 
W.; W.S. Richardson, F.; George B. Crooker, O. ; Geo. A. Brua, 
R.; G. Anderson, It.; Charles Whitmer, Treas.; 1. G. Vail, G.; 
I. W. Baker, I. W.; W. E. Smith, ©. W.; G. B. Crooker, IT. P. 
Shumway, Charles Whitmer, Trustecs. Representative to Grand 
Lodge, Charles Whitmer, 

TAYLORVILLE GUARDS. 

This command was organized June 17th, 1876. Tt numbered 
fifty men, and included among its members the best and most active 
citizens of the town. The first officers were, Wim. T. Vandeveer, 
Captain; S. McKnight, Ist Lieutenant; James 8. Culver, 2d Lien- 
tenant, were eommissioned June 21 to rank from June 19th, 1876. 
These officers assisted in the organization of the 5th Reet } N. G., 
on the 20th day of June; at that time it drew its letter and has 
since ranked as Company “ B,” 5th Regt. EN. G. On the 12th 
day of July, 1877, the company was organized under the new 
military eode—which became a law July Ist, 1877—under the same 
commissioned officers, its strength being forty men. During the 
riots of 1877 this company did effectual service in aiding the State 
and county authorities, at various points, in proteeting private and 
publie property, and both officers and men deserve much credit for 
the part they took in assisting to preserve and maintain order. At 
the time of the riots the company numbered 54 men, including offi- 
cers, and every man wasin his place. Peace being restored, the 
eompany left East St. Louis and returned home, where they were 
greeted by a large concourse of eitizens,in the court-house yard, 
where Miss Lulu Rockwell, in behalf of the eitizens, weleomed the 
boys to their homes and presented them with an elegant stand of 
colors. Capt. Vandeveer reeeived them in behalf of the company, 
and returned its thanks for the ovation, for the colors, and for the 
kindly words of welcome. August 4th, 1877, Capt. Vandeveer 
was commissioned Major, and aid ou the Governor's staff. On the 
8th of August he was relieved from command, and bis conneetion 
with the company ceased. At an eleetion held Avg 6th, 1877, to 
fill the yaeaney eaused by the promotion of Capt. Vandeveer, Ser- 
geant McKnight was eleeted Captain, James &. Culver 1st Licu- 
tenant and Wm. Hf. Hanp 2d Lieutenant On the 15th of Aug. 
following, the company received forty stand of improved Spring- 
field rifles. On the 25d of May, 1878, the company, under coim- 
mand of Capt. Mcknight, took part in the removal of the old bat- 
tle flags and trophies from the old Arsenal, in Springfield, to Me- 
morial Hall, in the new capital building. Decoration day was ob- 
served by this company May 30th, 1878. July Ist, 1879, Capt. &. 
McKnight was appointed inspector of rifle practice for the oth 

tegt., whieh position he now holds. At an eleetion held to fill 
vacancy, James 8 Culver was eleeled Captain, Wm. HH. Kaup 1st 
Lieut., F. L. Parkison 2d Lieut., subsequently Licatenant Kaup 
resigned and Sergt. G@ N. Burleigh was eleeted to fill the vaeancy. 
‘The present offieers are James 8. Culver, Capt.; G. N. Burleigh, 
Ist Licut.; F. L. Parkison, 21) Lieut., an old soldier and ofheer in 
the war of the rebellion. The company is in good eondition, and 
deserves well of the citizens of Taylorville. 
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Tire subject of this sketch is a native of Indiana, born in Wash- 
ington county, March 12th, 1816. The Vandeveer family were 
originally from North Carolina; moved to Kentucky, then to Fn- 
diana; and in the full of {829 his father, Rey. Aaron Vandeveer, 
came with his family to Hlinois, and settled on a farm on Clear 
creck in Sangamon county. The country was sparsely s ttled, and 
the means for obtaining an cducation limited. Here and there over 
the country was a subscription-school; the teacher, “hoarding 
around,” taught on the principle of the three “ R's.” It was in one 
of these log-eabin schools that he entered, and after a threc-monthis’ 
course graduated. ITis parents were poor, aud of necessity required 
their sons to Jabor constantly on the farm to aid in supporting thcir 
large family. Tle thus toiled most of the time till he was twenty- 
one years of age. Te is emphntically a self'made man, and the 
most of his education was obtained hy studiously devoting to his 
hooks all the spare time at his disposal. We aequircd a taste for 
reading carly in life, and by close nnd assiduous study attracted the 
attention of Ton. John T. Stuart, of Springfield, Hlinois, who ten- 


dered him the use of his valuable library, by which means he was 
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nble to gain considerable legal knowledge. He remembers the 
kindness of Mr, Stuart with the most grateful thanks, and always 
speaks of this gentleman as his friend and benefactor, 

Asis the custom of most indigent young men, he, too, played the 
part of the “school-master” for a time. Jn the year 1836 he taught 
in a log school-house on Audy Finley's farm, some twelve miles 
west of Taylorville, then in the county of Sangamon. The building 
was made in regular pioneer log-cabin style, without the use of a 
nail, with a large fire-place, and a log some ten or fifteen feet long 
cut out of the side for a window, using oiled paper for window- 
panes. [is was a subseription-school of three months in the year, 
terms $2 per quarter for cach scholar and board around, The latter 
arrangement did not suit his genius or taste, as it frittered away too 
much time, whieh he wished to devote to the study of his chosen 
profession of law. To obviate this difficulty, he put up a log-eabin 
10x12 feet in size on his farm adjacent, and “kept bach.” Thus 
he passed one or two years, farming in the summer, teaching in the 
winter, and reading during his leisure hours. The Judge had a great 


aversion, then as now, to seeing idlers around him consuming day- 
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light to no profit. In all sueh cases he would press them into ser- 
vice, and with astonishing success. 

Ile remembers his milling experience in carlier years. Corn was 
shelled by scraping it on the back-edge of a knife driven into the 
end of a beard, and in the absence of any contrivance of this sort, 
the fire-shovel was used over the wash-tub. Wash-tubs were impro- 
vised by sawing a barrel in two. The older boys generally went to 
mill on horsebaek, mounted on a two-bushel bag of grain—and 
oecasionally it would not be very well adjusted, when it caused the 
boys a great deal of trouble. They usually kept one grist at the 
mill, thus having a load cach way. They often had to go a long 
distance to mill. 

In time he was admitted to the practice of law, Ilis first ease 
was in the Circuit Court of Sangamon county, in Springfield. He 
was employed by the widow of Samuel Miller, deceased, to institute 
suit against Jesse Hanon, Sr., to compel a more faithful ad- 
ministration of his trust. This caused the young barrister to appear 
before the able and intelligent bar at the capital of the state, then 
composed of such men as Lincoln, Logan, Baker, Lambourn, and 
others, where he distinguished himself in managing the case to a 
successful issue. This triumph was as gratifying to his old neigh- 
bors as it was stimulating to his own future suecess. He partici- 
pated in the organization of. the county, and at the first election 
held on the ist of April, 1839, was eleeted “ County Recorder,” and 
a few days thereafter. appointed by the County Court school com- 
missioner, which caused ‘his removal to the eounty seat. On the Ist 
of June of the same year he was appointed by Judge Treat elerk of 
the Cireuvit Court, which offiee he held for many years. He was 
elected a member of the House of Representatives in 1842 over 
Martin White, the former representative, and Wenry T. Luckett— 
both popular men. On his return home, at the close of the session 
in 1843, he was reappointed clerk of the Cireuit Court; being a 
member of the legislature, he was ineligible, for the time being, to 
hold the office. In the same year he was elected justice of the 
peace. He was subsequently appointed post-master of Taylorville, 
which offiee he held for many years. The older inhabitants remem- 
ber its being kept in the elerk’s offiee up-stairs, in the old Court 
House, then the most publie plaee of resort in the town. 

In 1846 he answered to the first call of his eountry, and raised a 
company for the Mexican war, and was eleeted its captain. When 
beating up for reeruits several public meetings were held in the 
Court House, and some amusing as well as patriotic specehes were 
made. The company was rejected by the Government, as the quota 
of the state under the call of the government was full. He was 
shortly afterward appointed by President Polk as assistant quarter- 
master in the United States Army, with the rank of captain. Ue 
had the eommand of his department under Col. W. B. Warren, of 
Jacksonville, in his forced march from Moncloya to Saltillo, and so 
discharged his duties as to receive high commendation from Col. 
Warren. He was in the battle of Buena-Vista, and was aeting as 
aid on the staff of General Taylor. Capt. Vandeveer does not elaim 
to have been able to distinguish himself in the army, where there 
were so many eminent soldiers, but he feels that he discharged the 


duties of his office to the satisfaction of eaeh of his eommanding 
offieers, and had their confidence and respeet, and partieularly that 
of Col. Warren and Goy. Bissell. 

On his return home, at the close of the war, his name was pro- 
And at the 
demoeratie convention held shortly afterward at Shelbyville, after 


minently mentioned as a candidate for Congress. 


numerous balloting: for the various aspirants, he would have been 
nominated on the next ballot had he not stepped within the bar 
and peremptorily requested the withdrawal of his name from the 
eontest, greatly to the disappointment of his friends. He was ehosen 
one of the democratic elvetors in 1848; was eleetad, and east his 
vote for General Lewis Cass. 1t was a sore trial as against his old 
commander, General Taylor, of Mexican war fame. 

In 1849 he was eleeted judge of the County Court of this eounty 
under the newly-adopted constitution, and was elected to the same 
office in 1853. He held the office for a term of eight years, and 
during that time displayed for his eounty some of the powers he is 
Although the 
eounty was comparatively new, and in a monetary point of view 


supposed to use with suecess in his private business. 


poor, he and his assoeiates erceted the present fine Court Tlouse, at 
a eost of about $16,000, and paid for it as the work was done, while 
many other counties in the state, more favorably situated, are in 
debt for their publie buildings. Inthe other duties devolving upon 
him, not only in current county affairs, but iu the probate depart- 
ment, he displayed equal skill and good judgment in his various de- 
cisions. 

After his return from Mexieo in 1847 he resumed the praetice of 
his profession, and has stood at the head of the bar as a suceessful 
practitioner for over a quarter of a century. 

Tn November, 1860, he was eleeted, for the sceond time, a mem- 
ber of the House of Representatives from Christian and Mont- 
gowery counties. It was during this time that the civil war 
eommenced, demanding legislative skill and judgment, which 
he possessed in an eminent degree, commanding the confidence and 
respect of the nembers of that body. He was severe in his remarks 
on the rotten, broken banks, and on all oeeasions voted for a sound, 
reliable, constitutional medium of exchange. Perhaps a better idea 
of the character and standing of Mr. Vandevcer, as a member, may 
be gathered from an article written by a correspondent of the Sf. 
Louis Republican, under the title uf “ Sketehes by a Lobbyist,” who 
thus speaks: “Judge Vandeveer, of Christian, is one of the active, 
thinking, and working members of the House of Representatives. 
He is not much given to speech-making, but when he does he com- 
mands the individual attention of the whole housc. He is a lawyer 
by profession, and generally partieipates in the debates when legal 
questions are before the house; is posted upon all matters of gene- 
ral interest, understands the wants of his constituents, and is an 
able and efficient representative. He is a man of fine appearance, 
unquestionable integrity, and aeknowledged ability; is a staneh 
democrat, and always votes the straight ticket. He oecupics a 
high position in the affeetions of his people, and has several times 
been solieited to run for Congress, but as often refused. His 


social qualities: are of the most agreeable order: he is a warm- 
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hearted friend, but is independent and decided enough to determine 
what is right.” 

In 1862 he was elected tothe State Senate from the district com- 
posed of the counties of Macoupin, Montgomery, Christian and 
Shelby. A long experience in business, and a general knowledge 
of men and things, acquired by contact with the realities of life, 
enabled him to be a useful member of the Senate. He participated 
in many of the discussions before this body, and commanded its at- 
tention and respect. Many of his speeches have been highly spoken 
of, and have oceasivonally beeu illuminated with flashes of genius 
that would do honor to any man, The leading trait of his charac- 
ter is his strong and unswerving will, He never abandons a posi- 
tion once taken, This quality has the effect in his case, as it has 
had in all others, to make him warm friends and bitter encmies. 
Tle is an ardent democrat of the old school, and has an abiding 
faith in democratic principles. 

In June, 1870, he was elected judge of the Tenth Judicial Cir- 
cuit, embracing the counties of Christian, Montgomery, Fayette and 
Shelby, to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Judge Rice. 
Was again elected without opposition in 1873 for a term of six 
years. Asa presiding judicial officer he hax rendered general satis- 
faction, and won golden opinions from the members of the bar and 
others interested. 

Judge Vandeveer came to the bench directly from a large prac- 


tice. He is a good lawyer, and possesses by nature a strong, clear, 


and vigorous intellect. He is a close thmker, stands well asa judge, 
and has rendered many important decisions. His manner is plain, 
with no attempt at a flourish of language or oratorical skill. 

Judge H. M. Vandeveer was happily married in the spring of 
1841 to Miss Mary Jane Rucker. She is a native of Kentucky, but 
was a resident of Christian county, Illinois, at the time of her mar- 
riage. Five children are the fruits of this union, three of whom are 
living, viz., William T. and Eugene .A., who are jointly engaged in 
the banking husiness in Taylorville, under the firm name of H. M. 
Vandeveer & Co.; and Lizzie J., who is yet beneath the parental 
roof. 

Judge H. M. Vandeveer is a representative Western man, 
and one who, by the sheer foree of indomitable will, industry, and 
perseverance, has risen from the depths of comparative obscurity, 
and made for himself a name and honorable position among men. 
His has been the most familiar aud prominent name in Christian 
county for nearly a half century. The history of one can almost be 
traced in the other. From the organization of the county town to 
a recent date, he has been in one way or another identified and con- 
nected with its civil history. In its political history he has been a 
central figure, wielding more influence and directing more successes 
than any other citizen of the county. He was always a trusted 
leader and safe counsellor. 

The world’s measure of success, is success. Measured by this 


standard, Judge Vandeveer is one of the successful men of Ilinois. 
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Was born in Sangamon county, Mincis, January 23d, 1852. His 
father, Daniel McCaskill, was of Seoteh parentage, They came to 
America about the elose of the Revolutionary war, and settled in 
North Carolina. Danicl MeCaskill beeame a resident of UHnois. 
He subsequently removed to Brown county in this state, where 
he died in 1851.  Jle was a Methodist minister, and also a 
physieian, and practieed his profession, more or less, for the greater 
part of his life. He married Esther Turner, a native of Virginia. 
She died in lst4, There were nine children, eight of whom sur- 
vived the parents. Alexander is the fourth in the family. He 
spent his youth upon the farm and attending the schools during the 
winter months. When he arrived at his twentieth year be Jeft home 
and attended schools at Mt. Sterling, I]., and prepared himself for 
the profession of law. {le spent the following six years in attend- 
ing and teaching school, and in reading law. .A portion of that 
time was spent in the law office of Judge Bailey, Van Vieek and 
Wells, of MeComb, {Hinois. He was admitted tu the bar in 1857, 
and commeneed the practice of his profession immediately there- 
after in Prairie city, MeDonough eounty, Mlinois. In the 
year of his admis-ion he came to Taylorville, where he continued 
the practiee until the spring of 1859, when, in company with his 
brother and three others, he determined to go to Pike’s Peak, in quest 
of gold. They provided an outfit, and the trip was pleasantly and 
safely made. After their arrival at the Peak the subject of this 
sketch eommenced mining for gold, in whieh he was tolerably sue- 
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cessful. He remained there until the fall of the same year, when 
he returned to Brown county, {lincis, and, in the spring of 1860, 
again went to the Peak and remained there until 1861, when 
he came back to Taylorville and resumed the praetice of law, in 
whieh he has continued, with but slight interruption, up to the pre- 
sent time. In 1865 he was appointed, by the county court, to fill out 
the unexpired term of the County Superintendent of schools. In 
the fall of the same year he was cleeted to a full term of’ the office, 
and continued Superintendent until 1869. Ife then resumed the 
practice. In the summer of 1872 he wax appointed State’s Attor- 
ney for the county, and at the general election, in the fall of the 
sale year, was elcvted to fill that position for four years. In 1877 
he was nominated by the democratic party, in convention assembled, 
for the office of County Judge, and was elected, and is now dis- 
charging the duties of that office ina manner that justifies the wis- 
dem of those who honored him with their sutirages. {0 polities he 
has always been an uncompromising democrat, and has, on all oe- 
casions, given his adhesion to that politieal organization. fe has 
been twice married © In 1856 he was united in marriage to Miss 
Elvina Metcalf, a native of McDonough eounty, {Mlinois. She died 
in 1862.) In 1864he married] Mrs. Elizabeth Hedd nee Maxwell. 
By the first marriage there were two children, both boys, named 
William {7., and Davy McCaskill. By the seeond he had two 
children named Thomas Eddic and Carrie, only daughter. The 
latter diced November 21st, 1870, in the fitth year of her age. 


22 HISTORY OF CHRISTIAN COUNTY, [LLINOZS. 


A native of Aberdeenshire, Scotland, was born Dec. 2, 1839. His 
father’s name was Samuel Taylor. He married Isabella Lawrence, 
both of whom died while James M. was yet young. Ile attended 
the village schools during the winter seasons und herded sheep in 
the summer months. In the spring of 1854, while yet in hir 
fifteenth year, he left his native land and came to America, land- 
ing in Quebee in June, and from there went direet to Waukegan, 
Lake county, Ilinois. There he worked upon a farm, and in the 
winter months attended school. 

In the fall of 1856 he went to La Crosse, Wis., where he worked 
in a mill, and remained there till about September Ist, 1807. In 
the winters of 1858, 759, ’60 aud ’61 he taught, and in the summer 
of those years attended Kenosha Iligh Sehoo] or Waukegan Aca- 
demy, and by that means perfeeted his education. On the Ist of 
August, 1862, he enlisted as a private in Company C, 96th Tlinois 
Voluntecr Infantry, Col. Thomas E. Chapman, commanding. Tle 
served with the regiment, and participated in most of its engage- 
ments until wounded. Ife had been promoted to second sergeant, 
and was in line of promotion, when, unfortunately for him, he was 
struck in the right elbow with a rifle ball while in line of battle at 
Buzzard’s Roost or Rueky Face Ridge. He was wounded on the 
9th of May, 1864, and sufftred ampnutatiou of the arm on the 27th 
of the same month. He was discharged from the service March 
20th, 1865. A younger brother, John Y. Taylor, also a member of 
the same company, was wounded at the battle of Chiekamauga, and 
lost his right arm. He afterwards died from his wounds, After 
Mr. Taylor was discharged from the service he returned to Lake 
county and attended sehoo] during the summer and winter of 1865, 


In January, 1866, he entered the law office of Messrs. Blodget, 
Upton and Williams, of Waukegan, aud eommenced the study of 
law. He was admitted to practice in 1868 at the spring term of 
the Supreme Court at Ottawa. In the fall of the same year he 
caine to Taylorville, aud eommenced the practice here iu connec- 
tion with Andrew Simpson, with whom he formed a law partner- 
ship, which continued for two years till January Ist, 1870. He 
then resumed the practice of his profession alone, and has so con- 
iinued to the present. In 1872 he purehased a set of title abstraets 
of H. P. and PD. D. Shumway, and has pursued that business in 
connection with his law practice. 

Ile was married on the 26th of November, 1868, to Miss Adelia 
A. Stewart, of Waukegan, Illinois. Her father, Philander Stewart, 
is an old resident and prominent man of ihe northern part of the 
state. He ix of Seotch ancestry, and was a native of Western New 
York. Five children have been boru to James M. and Adelia A. 
Taylor—three boys and two girls. Their names are Samuel Stewart, 
May F., Mabel G., Leslie James, and John W. Taylor. 

In politics Mr. Taylor is an ardent and aetive republiean. He 
was for six years chairman of the republican county central com- 
mittee. Ile east his first presidential vote for Abraham Lincoln, 
and since then has stood by the party of his first choice. 

During his residence in Waukegan he was Deputy Collector of 
Customs under Judge Seates, and such was his superior’s confidence 
in his honesty that he was not required to give a bond. 

Asa lawyer, Mr. Taylor takes front rank at the bar of Christian 
county. In his manners he is a social and agreeable gentleman, 
aud is regarded as an upright and honorable citizen, 
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Boox-MaKeErs, and the compilers of loeal history, like the manu- 
facturers of other articles, are guided, in a measure, by the taste of 
the public, and are often compelled to aecede to its demands. 
Never betore, however, have the writers of county history becn re- 
quired, by public sentiment, to make a record of one who eame into 
the county a stranger, and almost a boy, with no introduction but 
his face and manners, aud uo capital but his health, his honor aud 
his intellect, and left it before he reached the meridian of bis man- 
hood. 

And yet, in compliance with such a sentiment—sueh a public 
wish—we insert in this volume a brief biography of William H. 
Kirkwood. He was born on the 31st day of May, 1844, in Ross 
county, Ohio; the third son of Charles and Hannah Wirkwood. 
His two elder brothers died in infancy. Shortly after William’s 
birth his father moved to Chillicothe and beeame a merchant, but 
by endorsing heavily for a friend, was soon involyed in debt, aud 
with the loss of his property, lost his ambition and energy. The 
family then moved to Circleville, where, after five years of extreme 
poverty, his fatber died. 

At the tender age of eight years he was left with his brave- 
hearted mother to begin the battle of life, and, as best he could, to 
keep from their door the hungry wolf of poyerty, which so long 
had stood glancing and impatient in the yard. fe was employed 
for four months by a wealthy lady to drive cows to pasture, at 
seventy-five cents a month. He was then engaged for two years as 
a message boy in the telegraph office at five dollars a month, and 
was instructed by the kind operator in writing and arithme- 
tic. <A railroad was built into Circleville, and he beeame a news- 
boy and fruit dealer. He was encouraged and patronized by every 
hody, and had some opportunity for culture. 

The sun of prosperity begau at last to shine on his pathway. 
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When the war broke out his business so increased that he could 
employ au assistant, and his profits were often $150 per month. 

When about twelve years old, while bathing in the Scioto river, 
he saved the lite of George Crouse, aud this incident, when related 
in Kirkwood's picturesque Jaunguage and animated style, is one of 
the most interesting and romantic in his history. It proved him to 
be a braye and manly boy, won him the favor and support of a 
wealthy and cultivated family, opening to him the ayeuues of 
refined society. 

At the age of seventeen he enlisted in the three months’ service 
under Capt. “Don” Piatt, in Co. C, 15th Regt. O. V. I, as drum- 
mer boy, and remaived at Camp Dennison until discharged. He 
re-enlisted as a private in Co. C, 61st Negt. O. V. L, and served 
under Fremout in Shenandoah Valley, in 1862, and after the bat- 
tle of Cross IXeys, crossed the Blue Ridge aud served under Pope 
threugh the memorable campaign which ended with the second bat- 
tle of Bull Run. Tle was first made Corporal, then Sergeant, 1st 
Lieutenant and Captain of his company. 

He fought under MeClellau, at Antictam; under Burnside, at 
Fredericksburg ; under Fighting Joe llooker, at Chaucellorsyille, 
and under Meade, at Gettysburg—went south with Hooker and 
tonght at Look-out Mountain, in the battle above the clonds aud in 
the battle of Mission Ridge, aud then proceeded to Knoxville to 
the relief of Burnside, who was besieged by Longstreet. 

Their time having expired, Captain Kirkwood and his compauy 
veteranized and went home on furlough—thirty days—whose im- 
meusity of pleasures and glory beggars language aud defies descrip- 
tion. 

They returned to duty at Rocky Face, Ga., and marched under 
Sherman to Atluta, and “from Atlauta to the sea.’”’ At Savan- 
nah he was made Commissary of ihe Brigade, and after it fell went 
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through the Carolinas to Washington and rejoined the Army of the 
Potomae. He was discharged at Louisville, Ny., August, 1865, and 
thus closed his long, severe, eventful and spotless military eareer+ 

His next venture was in the oil regions of Pennsylvania, where 
he Jost his all through the treachery of a friend. Te went to 
Cleveland, and from there started for Kansas City, but was foreed 
to go into winter quarters at Pana, TI., for want of funds. Te 
worked for his board during the winter of 1866 and ‘67 for John 
Tlunter, in Shelby county. Tu the spring, aided by My. Hunter, he 
opened a three horse livery stable in Assumption, and soon after a 
hack Jine to Taylorville (the first and only daily Hine to that place) 
which line was maintained until superseded by the railroad. 

In 1869 he moved to Taylorville and continued in the livery 
business until Noy., 1873, when he was elected County Clerk on 
the democratic ticket by an unpreeedented majority of 932 votes. 
For four years he served the people of this county as County Clerk, 
in a most satisfactory manner. Asan officer he was atfible, correet 
and honest, and at the expiration of his term his many friends 
urged him to become a candidate for re-election. But wishing to 
engage in regular business, he declined in favor of Mr, Whitmer, 
and after assisting in the struggle which resulted in) Whitmer’s 
cleetion, he moved to St. Louisx, where he now resides. 

“Wirk’s” strong points are his courage, his integrity and his 
brain, [Te is formed for political combinations and Teadership, 
Nothing eseapes his vye and ear, Nothing sHps from the iron grasp 
of his memory, and nothing is beyond the reach of his shrewdness 
and invention. While others sleep he labors, and, of course, where 
others fail he sueeceds, 

He is sometimes too frank and always too liberal—he never for- 
gets a friend, and sometimes, it is whispered, remembers an enemy. 

A penniless boy, he foreed his way to recognition and suecess, 
and Jeft behind him a multitude of friends, real friends, who have 
confidence that hereafter, as heretofore, he will never shirk a duty 
hoist a white flag or tarnish the purity and brightness of his per- 
sonal honor. 


Masgor D. D. SHUMWAY.—(Deceasen), 

One of the most prominent carly settlers of Christian county, was 
Major D. DP. Shumway, who was born in Williamsburg, Worcester 
Attracted by the 
glowing accounts of the far west, he, on attaining his majority, 
emigrated from the “granite hills” of his native state in 1834, and 
settled at first in Zanesville, Ohio, where he remained till the year 
1837, when he removed to Zanesville, Montgomery county, Hlinois, 
und embarked in mereantile pursuits. 

On the 5d of June, 1841, he was married to Miss Emily R. Roun- 
tree, danghter of the late lon. Hiram Rountree, of Hillsboro, HI. 
In the spring of 1843, he removed to Christian county, and on the 
wild prairic some fonr miles cast of Taylorville, improved a farm 
of seyeral hundred acres, on which he resided till the year 185], 
when he became a resident of Taylorville. There he again en- 
gaged in mercantile business, and eontinued with marked suceess 
fil} 1558, 

The Major was accustomed to relate the following rather amus- 
ing Incident: When his first goods were landed in Taylorville, he 
was accosted by a sturdy-looking blacksmith with, “T say, Major, 
have you vot any vises?” 

The quick retort was, “No, but this looks like the place to ae- 
quire suine, 


county, Massachusetts, September 28, 1813. 


Tn 1898, he retired from active life, and cxpended a large part of 
his accumulated) wealth in improving his landed property, and espe- 
cially in adorning and beautifying his homestead adjacent to town, 
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ife was a gentleman of eulture and taste, and it was one of the 
chief purposes of his life to make his home pleasant and attractive 
to his family. 

H¥e was a man of noble, generous disposition, and was highly 
esteemed by his fellow-eitizens. He filled with honor the offices of 
County Commissioner, (Montgomery county), Major of State Militia, 
and County Judge, (Christian county). In 1845, he was eleeted to 
the legislature from the countics of Christian and Shelby, and at 
the following session was elected clerk of the State Senate. In 1848, 
he was elected a member of the State Constitutional Convention, 
and was prominent in the important deliberations of that hody. 

Atter his retirement from mercantile pursuits, he eommenced the 
practice of law to the reading of which he had devoted his leisure 
hours while in business. 

He was, in faet, a strictly selfmade man, his qualifieations being 
sueh as to fit him for any pursuit or position. 

He possessed one of the finest libraries in the eountry, and his 
fund of information on all the leading topies of the day was as 
ample as his collection of books was complete. 

At the time of his death and for many years previous, he was 
master in Chaneery of the county. For several years he was an 
honored member of both the county and state Agricultural Societies, 
and always took a lively interest in the farming pursuits of the eounty. 

To him is due much praise for advaneing the material prosperity 
of this town and county. By his efforts and speeehes, he coutributed 
very largely to the seeuring of railway eommunication through 
Christian county, and gave Hberally of his time and means to all 
public euterprises, thus proving himself to be not only a publie- 
spirited man but a noble benetaetor of his raee, While a member 
of the state legislature, he never failed to guard the interests of his 
own district, and to adyoeate wise and prudent legislation for all 
parts of this great eommonwealth, 

The location of the Terre Ilaute and St. Louis Railroad through 
the south-eastern part of his county, at that time, a wild unsettled 
region, was accomplished by his untiring energy and legislative 
strategy. 

Otherwise Christian eounty would have been deprived of this im- 
portant medium of travel and traftie, and of the flourishing towns 
of Pana and Rosemond, He became also one of the ineorporators 
and directors of the Springfield and South-eastern Railroad. He 
held and discharged the duties of manv minor offices always with 
honor and fidelity, never betraying any trust reposed in him by his 
fellow-citizens. The Major devoted mueh time to the interests of 
Masonry. 

Tn 1839, he was made a master Mason, and was a charter member 
of Mound Lodge and the Taylorville Chapter, and after serving his 
Lodge ax Worshipful Master for cighteen successive years, he was 
eomplimented on his retiring therefrom with a Past Master’s Jewel. 
He was High Priest of the Chapter at the time of his death, and 
was buried with Masonic honors. 

He contributed freely to the M. 1. Church at Taylorville, and 
sad to relate his was the first eorpse borne from the sanctuary his 
own hands had helped to ereet. Tis death veeurred May 9, 1870, 
On the day of his funeral, the stores, shops and public buildings 
closed their doors, that all might pay the last sad tribute of respeet 
to departed worth, and mingle their tears and sympathy with the 
bereaved family. Tis widow still strvives, and his seven children, 
as follows: Hiram P. Shumway, John N.C. Shumway, D, Dwight 
Shumway, Augustus I’. Shumway, Nellie Shumway. 

Mrs. Sarah Moore, wife of D. T. Moore, of Nebraska, and Mrs. 
Nannic Weber, wife of Geo. W. Weber,—all amply provided with 
the comforts of life. 
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THE Squier family are natives of New Jersey. David F., the 
father of John J., emigrated from that state to Ohio at an early 
day. He remained there until 1844, when he came to Illinois, and 
settled in Stonington township, Christian county. Tle subsequently 
removed to Taylorville, where he died in 1854, He engaged in 
farming until his removal to Taylorville, after which he followed 
merchandizing. He married Elizabeth Smith, who was also a 
native of New Jersey. She died in 1879, in Taylorville. There 
were eight children by this union, four of whom have survived the 
parents. The subject of this sketeh is the sixth in the family. 1Ie 
was born in Sandusky county, Ohio, February 15th, 1842. He 
reeeived a good education in the schools of Christian county. At 
the age of 16 years he entered the circuit elerk’s office of this county, 
where he continued as elerk for several years. He then taught 
school for a time, worked on a farm, and afterwards learned pho- 
tography. The latter business he continucd for three years, In 
1866 he purchased a half interest in the Tuylorville Flag, a Repub- 
lican newspaper, printed in Taylorville, the name of which was 
subsequently changed to the Republean, and which still continues 
as the principal exponent of Republican ideas in the county. Ile 
became sole owner of the journal in 1867. As a newspaper man, 
Mr. Squier has demonstrated his ability to run a newspaper suc- 
cessfully. He early recognized the fact that in that business it requires 
elose and careful management, and good business qualifications if 
suceess was to be attained. The latter qualification le possesses 
in un eminent degree. .As a writer, Mr. Squier is abont the average, 


and he makes his journal interesting and instructive to his readers. 
Politically, the Republican wields an influence second to no other 
journal in the district. In 1872, Mr. Squier was appointed post- 
master by President Grant, and re-appointed in 1877, and at present 
exereises and performs the arduous and perplexing duties of that 
othice, to the cntire satisfaction of the people of this vicinity. On the 
oth day of October, 1871, he was united in marriage tu Miss Anna 
Anderson. She is a native of Indiana, but was a resident of Tay- 
lorville at the time of her marriage. Four children, three of whom 
are living, are the fruits of this union. In polities, it will be readily 
known that Mr, Squier is a republican. He east his first presi- 
dential vote for the martyr Lineoln, in 1864, and since that time 
he ean be placed with the -talwarts of that political organization. 
He is an honored and active member of the ancient and honorable 
order of Freemasonry. Besides the publishing of his paper and 
duties of postmaster, he is a member of the firm of Simpson & Squier, 
dealers in books, periodicals and notions. Thus have we brietly 
sketched the life of Mr. Squier. In his manners, he is of pleasing ad- 
dress and unpretentious stvle, of rather a reticent and retiring disposi- 
tion. Ag stated above, be iz possessed of more than ordinary business 
qualifications, and, being a man of energy, has,as.a matter of course, 
suceecded, where perhaps others would have failed. He exhibits 
enterprise and skill in the publication of his journal, and is fully 
abreast with the times in all new ideas in the progressive art of 
modern journalism. Tn his character as a man and citizen he bears 
an honorable reeord. 
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Tue present efficient Circuit Clerk was born in Montgomery 
county, HMnois, January 5th, 1851. Henry Hill, his father, was a 
native of South Carolina, The THIL family removed to Kentucky 
and settled in Warren county, and in 1829 came to Hlineis and 
settled in Montgomery county, where they remained until: 1842, 
when they removed to Fayette county, Tn 1856 Henry Hill came 
to Christian county, aud remained bere until 1857, when he re- 
turned to Montgomery county, where he lived until his death, 
which occurred in March, 1862. He was by oceupation a farmer 
and sehool-teacher. Tle married Ruth Adan. She was a native 
of Virginia, but a resident of Warren county, Kentucky, at the 
date of his marriage. She survived her bushand but two weeks, 
dying in the same month and year. Eleven children were the 
fruits of that marriage, eight of whom have sarvived the parents. 
Joshua A. is the third in the family. He, in his youth, received a 
limited education in the common schools of his native county. 
The schools, and cducational system of Minois, forty years ago, 
were very crude and imperfect, as compared with the present, and 
the youth of that day had to be content with what would naw he 
regarded as a very slight education. Mr. Hill, at a comparatively 
carly age, became selfsapporting and reliant. Tle worked upon a 
farm, and when the Tinois Central railroad was in progress of 
luilding, he belped to grace the track and get out tics upon which 
to place the iron, In 1852, and prior to this, he came to Taylor. 
ville and found work, and assisted in getting out the timbers for 
the mill that stood in the west part of the town. He afterward 
retnrned to Fayette county, where he remained until February, 
1855, when he moved his family to, and permanently settled in this 
county. He engaged in farming upon bis arrival here, and con- 
tinued in that occupation for a number of years. Te was elected 
Justice of the Peace twice. He was the first Town Collector of 


2 
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South Fork township, under the township organization act. In 
1867, ‘68, he was Deputy Sheriff under Jobn White, and in 1868 
was elected Sheriff, and remained in office until his term expired, in 
1870. He then engaged in mercantile business in Taylorville for 
a short time, when he went to his farm and remained there 
until 1874, when he was elected Sheriff of the county for the second 
time, and that, too, without opposition. He remained in office 
until 1876, when he was elected Circuit Clerk, and at present dis- 
charges the duties of that office in a manner that gives entire satis- 
faction to his numerous friends. Tn polities Mr. Will is a democrat. 
He east his first yote for Franklin Pierce, in 1852, and since that 
time has been a reliable and consistent member of that political 
orgiunization. Te is also a member of the A. F. A.M. Lodge, 
both Blue Lodge and Chapter. On the 22d of April, 1852, 
he was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth Casey, a native of 
Fayette county, HL Ter father, Thomas Casey, was born in Ken- 
tucky. This union has becn blessed with six children, five of whom 
are living, Martha, the eldest daughter, died in her nineteenth 
year, The others are yet beneath the parental roof, except Sarah 
J., who is the wife of I. J. Glass. The names of the others are, 
Mary 1., Amanda, Emma, and Levi Eugene Tlill, As an official 
of the county, Mr. Lill possesses the entire confidence of his con- 
stituents. Tle isa reliable, capable and trustworthy servant of the 
people. That this is the verdict of the citizens ix attested by his 
frequent elections to responsible offices. In his manners he is a 
quict, unobtrusive gentleman and a straightforward man, polite and 
attentive to all who come in contact with him in his official position. 
Ile hax been honored hy his fellow-citizens by being elected to dif- 
ferent offices, fur which he returns them his sincere thanks, and in 
retiring to farm-life onee more, feels the prond satisfaction of 
knowing that he carries with him their best wishes. 
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Tuts gentleman represents the substantial farmers and pro- 
minent stock dealers of Christian county. His futher, Stephen U. 
May, removed from Kentucky and settled near Whitehall, in 
Greene county, Illinois, in 1842, He soon after remuyed to near 
Wilmington, where he remained until his death in S44. [le mar- 
ried Elizabeth J. Allen, who was also a native of Kentucky. She 
dicd in 1849. There were six children by this marriage, three of 
whom are living. Thos. G. is the youngest of the family, and was 
born in Butler county, Kentucky, April 28th, 1837. His father 
and mother dying while he was yet in his youth, he was deprived of 
the advantages of even a common school education. He was thrown 
npon his own resources, and was compelled to provide for his own 
maintenance, at an age when youth needs the kind and caressing 
hands of parental affection. But if he was disciplined in a 
hard school, it taught him habits of self-reliance, which have been 
of service to him in every subsequent step in life. He remained in 
Greene county until 1866, when he went to MeLean county, in this 
state, and worked upon a farm, and soon afterward Jeased land and 
engaged in farming, and so continued until 1862, when he came to 
Christian county and settled in Taylorville township, where he re- 
sides at present. During his residence in this county he has engaged 
in agricultural pursuits and live stock shipping. In the latter 
business he has, in connection with others, becn among the largest 
and most extensive buyers and shippers in the county. 

On the 9th of September, 1858, he was united in marriage to 
Miss Emeline Simmons. She was born in Indiana, but was a resi- 
dent of MeLean county at the time of her marriage. By thix union 
there have been six children, four of whom are living. Their names 
are John Irvin, James T., Levi A. and Minnie Ellen. 


In polities he was formerly a democrat, and cast his first vote for 
Stephen A, Douglass for President in 1860); but after the breaking 
out of the war he arrayed himself on the side of the party of the 
union and constitutional liberty, und since that time he has been a 
consistent and reliable member of the republican organization. In 
1876 he was nonuinated by the republican party of Christian county 
in conyention assembled for the oflice of Sheriff, and at the ensuing 
election in November following was elected by a handsome majority, 
notwithstanding the county was largely democratic. Another evi- 
dence of his popularity and standing as a citizen of the county was 
shown in his running twelve hundred votes ahead of his party’s 
strength. We remained in office and discharged the duties thereof 
in a manner that gave complete satixfactiun to those who had 
honored lum with their sutfrages; and when his term expired he 
returned to his farm in this township, where he had formerly re- 
sided, and commenced again his agricultural pursuits. Defore he 
was cleeted Sheriff he was, in the years 1875 and 1876, elected 
Assessor for his towuship, and was appoluted in 1880 Census 
Enumerator tor Taylorville township outside of the corporation of 
the city of Taylorville. 

Mr. May is one of those who started in life unaided. Left an 
orphan at an carly age, he had to go out and take his place among 
men and carn a livelihood for himself. What he has now, in the 
way of worldly possessiuns, has been the accumulation of his own 
toil and patient industry, aided by economical habits and good 
management. In thus accumulating he has made for himself at the 
same time a name for strict honesty and integrity in both public 
and private life. 
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Isa native of Ohio. He was born in the village of Jacksontown, 
Licking county, on the 2d day of February, 1847. The Whitmer 
family, on the paternal side, is of German ancestry. John Whitmer, 
the father of Charles, was a native of Pennsylvania. ITe came with 
his father to Ohio at an early period in the history of that state. 
Tn September, 1847, the family left Ohio, and removed to Crawford 
county, Hlnois, and entered a large body of land. John Whitmer 
remained there until Navember, 1856, when he removed to Edina, 
Knox county, Missouri, where he followed the trade of carpenter 
and houxe-joiner, He subsequently moved to Macon county, in the 
same state, and in ISG6T, at the breaking out of the war, he came 
back to Hingis, and stopped in Mancock county, subsequently re- 
moving to Sangamon county, and, in the Spring of 1862, located in 
South Fork township, Christian county. He then engaged in farm- 
ing, at which he continued until his death, which occurred Sept. 28, 
1874. Ife married Sarah Overmier, a native of Pennsylvania, but 
a resident of Ohio at the time of her marriage. She was also of 
German ancestry. She died in South Fork township, Christian 
county, Minois, January 9th, 1A74. 

Nine children are the fruits of this marriage, six of whom have 
survived the parents. Of the latter all have reached the age of 
maturity, and all are residents of this county. Charles is the eighth 
in the family, We had but slight opportunities for receiving even 
a good common school education. His advantages in this direction 
were mainly between the years of ten and fourtcen. In these four 
years he attended the schools of his neighborhood during the winter 
months, and in the summer worked upon the farm. In May, Ts64, 
while yet in his seventeenth year, he enlisted in Company A, 133d 
Regt. Ils. Vols. He was honorably discharged in September of 
the same year, In 1863 he was appomted deputy under Sheriff 


Till, with whom he remained until the end of his term, He then 
elerked for several years in a dry goods store in Taylorville, and 
was also for some tine book-keeper in H. M. Vandeveer & Co.’s bank. 
In 1874, he again entered the othce of Sheriff Hill, as deputy, He 
remained in the sherifl’s office until the expiration of Hill’s term. 
In 1876, Mr. Mall was clected circuit clerk of Christian county, 
and the subject of our sketch served with him as deputy clerk. He 
remained in that capacity until 1877, when he received the nomi- 
nation for county clerk at the hands of the democratic party. At 
the ensuing election in November of the same year, he was elected 
by a niajority in excess of his party vote. 

On the 28th day of April, 1870, he was united in marriage to 
Miss ‘P. A. Greenwood, who is a native of Pleasant Plains, Sanga- 
mon county, Whnois, Her father is a native of Kentucky, and her 
mother of New Jersey, and both of English descent. Three children 
have blessed and cemented the marriage, two of whom are living, 
viz: Nelhe M. and Freddie E. Whitmer. In politics it is hardly 
necessary to say that Mr. Whitiwer is and always has been a 
staunch and reliable democrat. His first presidential vote was 
cast for Seymour and Blair, in 1868, and since that time he has ad- 
hered to the fortunes of that political organization. He is a 
respected member of the honorable order of A. O. U. W. 

Tn bis manners Mr. Whitmer is a kind, genial gentleman, with 
a pleasant and affable address. In the attiirs of lis office, and in 
the capavity of county clerk, he is methodical and correct, and in 
the discharge of his duties is prompt and industrious. ILe is a good 
business man, and under his management the county's interest will 
be looked after and attended to with serupulous exactness. His 
character as a citizen is above reproach. 
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JOHN BOND RICKS 

Bort branches of the Ricks family are of English descent, the 
ancestors of whom cum: te America and settled in the Carolinas 
prior to the revolutionary war. Richard Nicks, the paternal grand- 
father, was a soldier of the revolution. The family subsequently 
moved to Kentucky, where William 8. Ricks, the father of the pre- 
sent sketch, was born. Ile came tu Ilinois in the spring of 1855, 
and settled on Bear ereek, on sect. 34, town 12, range 3 west, where 
he had purehased land of his brother-in-law, Col. Thomas P. Bond. 
He afterwards entered considerable bodies of land in other parts of 
the township and county. He remained there until an advanced 
age, when he moved to Hillsboro, and subscquently to ncar Spring- 
field, where he died Mareh 7th, 1875. During his life he was a 
prominent man, particularly in the early history of the county. He 
was instrumental in haying Christian county stricken off He was 
the first sheriff, and was re-elected for the second term Ie also in 
1844 represented the district in the legislature, and while a member 
of that body was the room-mate and intimate friend of Lyman 
Trumbull. He married Margaret U. Bond. She was born in South 
Carolina, but was a resident of Kentucky at the time of her mar- 
riage. She died in 1865. Mr. Ricks afterward married Edith 
Gibson. She is now a resident of Canton, Kentucky. By the first 
marriage there were eleven children, five of whom are living, John 
B. is the fifth in the family, aud was born in Trigg county, Ken- 
tucky, near the Cumberland river, November 14th, 1835. 

He attended the country schools of Christian county, and re- 
ceived such instruction as they could give, and also spent one term 
at the seminary in Mechaniesburg, in Sangamon county, and after- 
ward entered McKendree College at Lebanon, Hlinois, where he 
remained two terms; then returned home and engaged in stock 
business, in which he became the most extensive dealer and 
largest shipper in the county. He continued in the business until 
1873. In 1865 he was elected Sheriff of Christian connty. En 1866 
he was nominated by acelamation fur the office of representative in 
the legislature, and in November of the same year was elected by a 
handsome majority. While a member of that body he was on 
several important committees, among which was the committee to 
investigate the Insane Asylum at Jacksonville and other state insti- 
tutions. He was one of the committve who accepted the place for 
the new State-house, and fought for its present location. In 1568 
he was elected Circuit Clerk. In 1872 he was re-elected, and went 
out of office at the expiration of the term in 1876. 

On the 24th of December, 1851, he married Miss Docia B. 
Haines, a native of Kentucky, but a resident of Sangamon county 
at the time of her marriage. Five childrcn have been born to them, 


all of whom are living. 

In polities he isa democrat, and always took an active part in 
local and state elections. He is a member of the Masonic frater- 
nity, anda Kuight Templar. He is also a member of the 1.0.0. F. 

His eldest son, James B Ricks, is a native of Christian county. 
Born December 23d, 1852. He reeeived a good educativn in 
the common sehools of Christian county, and at the age of seventeen 
he entered the Wesleyan University at Bloomington, Hlinois, where 
he remained until 18—, when he returned and entered the law office 
of Capt. Andrew Simpson, of Taylorville, and read law. He was 
admitted to the bar in June, 1874. Asa lawyer he is methodical, 
and gives evidence of future uscfulness in the profession. He was 
elected Police Magistrate in 1876, and re-elected in 1880. Ile is 
democratic in politics. Ile is an active member of the Knights of 
Pythias. 

On the 22d of December, 1872, he was united in marriage to 
Miss Pammie Geltmacher, of Bloomington, IHinois. Five children 
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* have been born to them, three of whom are living. 


Their names 
are Agnes, Carroll and Jesse Jay. 


W.. We. ANDERSON, 

Amonce the old and prominent business men of Taylorville stands 
the name of the subject of this sketch. The Anderson family, on 
the paternal side, are of Welsh ancestry, and on the maternal 
Scotch-Irish. The aucestors on both sides came to Ameriea prior. 
to the revolutionary war. George H. Anderson, the father of 
W. W., was a native of Virginia. He was a soldier of the war of 
1812, and was with the forces under command of General Jackson. 
After the war he settled in Tennessee, and subsequently removed to 
Kentucky, where he remained until 1829, when he came to IHinois, 
and settfed in Moutgomery county, where he died in 1852. Te was 
a carpenter and millwright by trade. After he came to Illinois he 
engaged in farming. 

He married Nancy Mann, who was bern and raised in North 
Carolina. The marriage took place while he was yct a resident of 
Tennessec, There were twelve children by this marriage, five of 
whom have survived the parents. William W. is the sixth in the 
family. He was born in Henderson county, Kentucky, October 
25th, 1825, and was i his fourth year when his parents eame to 
Hlinois. 

Ilis education was obtained in the subseription-schools and in the 
rude log school-houses of the pioneer age of IlHnois. His adyan- 
tages, therefore, for recciving an education were few, az compared 
with the present. At the age of seventeen years he entered the 
store of Hon. Hiram Rountree, of [lillsboro, and there commenced 
and laid the foundation of his business fe. He remained in the 
rervie2 of Mr. Rountree for seven years. 

In March, 1851, he came to Christian county and engaged in 
farming, at which he continued for three vears; but that oceupa- 
tion proving uncongenial to his tastes at the close of the third year 
he resumed-clerking. He engaged with D. D. Shumway, who 
was in the general merchandizing business, and remained as a clerk 
until 1856, when he purchased a half-intcrest in the store, and be- 
came an equal partner in the house and profits. Two years later 
he purchased Mr. Shumway’s entire interest, and continued the 
business with great -uceess until 1871, when he sold the stock and 
retired from the busiucss. When he first commenced the dry goods 
and general trade in Taylorville, he, to accommodate the public 
and facilitate business, furnished exchange, reecived deposits, and 
did a private banking business. This continucd to grow until it 


assumed such importance as to demand more time and almost his 
exclusive attention. After he closed) out his stuck of goods he con- 
tinued private banking, under the style and mame of W. W. An- 
derson & Co. D.D. Shumway being his partner. The banking- 
house of this firm may be regarded as the oldest in the county, and 
also one of the most substantial. 

On the 16th of August, 1850, while yet a resident of Hill-boro, 
he was united in marriage to Miss Naney 3B, daughter of Judge 
Hiram Rountree, of the same place. By this union there was one 
ehild, which died in infaney. Naney B. Anderson dicd in January, 
1854. In April, 1850, Mr. Anderson married Mrs. Martha L. 
Wright, ree Randle, daughter of Rev. R. Randle. She is a native 
of Madison county, Illinois, but was brought up near Bellville, in 
St. Clair eounty. By this latter marriage there have been five chil- 
dren, four of whom are living. Both Mr. Andervon and his esti- 
mable wife are members of the M. E. Church. He is an active mem- 
ber, and one who contributes libcrally of his means to the cause of 


Christianity. 
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In polities he vives his support to the democratic party. Tis 
first vote was cast for Lewis Cass tn 1842, and sinee that. time 
tu the preseut he has heen an unswerving mamber of that polt- 
tical organization, Wile an ardeut and cuthuriastic democrat yet 
he is not a politician. His life has beeu too busy to give it any 
other attention further than to express his opinion when required, 
and east his ballot for his choice. Ie is a respected member of 
many years standing of the ancient and honorable order of Free- 
masonry. 

Thus, in short, we have given a biographical sketch of one of Chris- 
tian county’s oldest business men. Toa great extent he started in lite 
unaided, and whatever success he has achieved, he attributes to 
his unceasing labor, careful supervision and oversight of his own 
husiness, never intrusting the general run or details to any one, 
always keeping his business well in hand, and meeting his obliga- 
tions promptly. Tle is of a liberal and enterprising spirit. All 
enterprises having for their object the good of the town or eounty 
In the cdueation of 
youth he is particularly aetive, and fully abreast with the spirit of 
the age upon that question, In his manners he is a plain, quiet 
gentleman of pleasant address, possessing good conversational 
powers and a fund of good, practical information. 


receive his aid and snbstantial recoguition. 


Dr. CALVEN GOUDY—(Deceasep). 

Dr. Carvin Gory, a native of Ohie, was born during the war 
of 1812, when the State was comparatively a wilderness, on the 2d 
of June, Is14. He was of tcotch-Irish deseent—the son of Robert 
and Jane Goudy. In 1826 he emigrated to Indiana with his 
parents. They settled in Indianapolis—then a small village sur- 
rounded by forests and swamps, containing one ehurch, which 
was Preshyterian, of which Rey. Geo, Bush was pastor, Jn 1552 
his father emigrated to Vandalia, Ils. He aceompanied his parents 
and found employment in the State printing-office and book-binde- 
ry for two years. This was during the celebrated Black-Hawk 
war. The whole north part of Tinois was then uninhabited — 
Chieago was but a name, and the citizens of the ‘ Prairie State” 
were often the victims of savage cruelty at the hands of the Indians. 
Here, at Vandalia, he put in type Goy, Reynolds’ first message to 
the legislature. The Governor had a peculiarity of using the small 
eas invariably where the capital “J” was proper. Being twitted 
about it in the presence of young Calvin, h> replie] by saying, 
“The fact is, my predecessor was such a great egotiet that he had 
used up all the eapital *T’s” and T found none Jett when I ecame 
into the office.’ In the full ef 1853 the Doetor’s father removed 
his family to Jacksonville, Hs. The thimly consisted of the 
parents, six boys and three girls, In January, 1834, he entered 
Uinois College and graduated in 18c9. Among his college mates 
were the Inte Goy. Richard Yates, Gov. Edwards and Ney. R. 
W. Patterson, D. D., of Chieago. In 1855 he taught school near 
Jneksonville, at the same time keeping up his class recitations in 
Greek and Latin in Jilinois College. During his college eareer he 
worked part of the time in the printing-oflice Fle printed Rey. 1. 
M, Peek's “ Gazeteer of Iinois,” in 1834, also “ Wakefield's His- 
tory of the Black-llawk War,” and “ Goudy’s Almanae,” for 
several years. During the year 1837, in connection with his brother, 
he issued ‘The Common School Advocate,’ which was the first 
journal devoted exctusively to thezcause of education in the great 
North-west. Daring his residence in Jacksonville he was ou the 
Sth of Nov., 1835, one of the party in the first car behind 
the first irou horse harnessed in the valley of the Mississippi, 
making an exenrsion of eight miles, from Meredosia to Morgan 


City, Il. We passed over the same road again, now a link in 
the Wabash, St. Louis and Pecitic, on the 6th of July, 1876, for 
the first time atter a lapse of thirty-cight years. On that first ex- 
cursion were Gen, Joseph Dunean, then Governor of Ilinois, Mur- 
ray MeConnell of the Board of Public Works, Col. James Dunlap 
and Thomas Jannary, contractors and Iuilders of the road, and 
others. 

After graduation, he spent three years ax a student of medieine, 
in the office of Drs. Hewry and Merriman, in Springfield, Ils. He 
attended his full course of Jectures, and graduated at the St. Louis 
Medical College in the spring of 1844 0 In May, 1544, he located 
as a physician in Taylorville, Christian county, Jis., where he re- 
sided for oyer a third ofa century, and at whieh place he died on 
March 6th, 1877. 

This place he found an excellent fleld fora young physieian—the 
eounty new and the people sickly. He would often stand on the 
court-house steps and see herds of twenty and fifty deer hounding 
over the prairie, within Jess than a mile of town. Bears and wolves 
also were not an unusual sight. On one oecarion the Doctor had 
a narrow escape fram a pack of hungry wolves that pursued him 
at night across the prairie. Ile practiced his profession here 
suceesstully for several years, and being popular, was in- 
duced to enter the arena of politics, however against his better 
judgment. In August, 1547, he was elected Probate Judge for a 
term of four years. In 1506 he was elected to the legislature from 
Christian and Montgomery eounties, of which he was a very aetive 
and efficient memher. To Dr. Calvin Goudy is due the high houor 
of haying obtained the passage of the hill creating the Normal 
University, which has justly been termed the “head and front” of 
our great common school system. The Chieayo Times of July, 
1860, in speaking of the history of the Normal University said, 
© The bill ereating the institution met with a vigorous opposition in 
the Ilouse of Representatives of the Legislature of 1857, many 
heing desirous of establishing a different clueational system. But 
hy the energetic aid of such menas Dr, Goudy, of Christian eounty 
(whose cflorts in this case should endear him to the heart of every 
Jover of ulucation) the bill finally passed hy a majority of one!” 
Agel to him more than any other member do the agricultural so- 
cietics of the State, owe a debt of gratitude for the successful pas- 
save of the act granting a bonus of $100 annnally from the State 
to each society for their encouragement and support. Tle projected 
and introduced a billincorporating the Pana and Springfield Rail- 
yoad. Dr. Edwards, President of the Normal University, in his 
decennial address of June 29th, 1872, alluding to the members of 
the State Board of Education said; ‘* Next among the present in- 
cumbents comes Dr, Calvin Goudy, of Taylorville, Ils. who has 
been a member of the Board for many years. ile was a member of 
the legislature when the law, establishing the institution, was passed, 
and the suceess of the measure was largely due to his persistent 
fidelity. TIe has been a taithfal and painstaking member, patient 
in the inspection of details, necessary to be known, and from which 
most men shrink. In his support of the institution he has been 
generous, hearty and unselfish.” In Sept., 1848, he was appointed 
Professor of Chemistry in the Rock Island Medieal College, and 
delivered a eourse of lectures on chemistry before a elass of Some 
eighty students, in the winter of 1848-9. Prof. M. L. Knapp, in 
his mntroductory Iveture, delivered Noy. 7, 1848, at the opening of 
the winter course, said: “Prof. Goudy, who fills the chair of ehe- 
mistry, resides at Taylorville, Ills, aud has long been a resident of 
Sangamon and Morgan counties, where he enjoyed a high reputa- 
tion as a ripe scholar and au accomplished physician. Ilis preeep- 
tor, Dr. Merryman says of him, ‘He is an apt scholar, and eon- 
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tinues, since a practitioner, to be a close and hari student, possesses 
clear and quick perceptions, is a young man ot’ a very philosophi- 
eal turn of mind, a gentleman in private life, greatly beloved for 
his exceedingly many virtues, and chemistry is his hobby?” Tn 
the spring of 1852, on account of failing health, he relinquished his 
profession and engaged in a general merchandizing business for 
some nineteen years. Dr. Goudy erected the first steam mill in 
Taylorville, in 1859, which was a great public benefit, and added 
largely to the improvement of the town. His public spirit led him 
to move in the matter of establishing a great air line State road 
from St. Louis to Chieago and eventually placing thereon a daily 
line of mail coaches. He procured the enactment of a law 
establishing the south end of the road from Decatur to St. Louis, 
ria, Edwardsville. fe and four others were appointed commis- 
sioners to have the same located and surveyed. They met in De- 
eatur in May, 1847, and proceeded in the discharge of their duty. 
The public were much interested in the proposed road. But the 
opening of railroads, soon after, fortunately superseded this noble 
enterprise, and it was, of course, abandoned. On the 6th of Sept., 
1863, he was appointed Deputy Provost Marshall for Christian 
county, by Capt, Wm. M. Fry, Provost Marshall of Tenth Tlinois 
District, which appointment he deelinefl. In Jan., 1363, he was 
appointed by the Governor, and contirmed by the Senate ax“ Mem- 
ber of the State Beard of Education,” which pesition he tilled 
honorably for nearly twenty years. He has held many minor but 
important offices within the gift of his fellow-citizens, and was at 
the time of his decease the oldest re-ident uf Taylorville, a city of 
over 3,000 inhabitants. 

He aided in the organization of the first Sabbath-sehool of Tay- 
lorville, in 1848, and is the anthor of several works, and was a 
frequent contributor to periodicals; was a member of the Pres- 
byterian Church for nearly fifty years, a ruling elder in the same, 
an active contributor to benevolent movements and charitable 
enterprises Ile was a commissioner to the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church at Brooklyn, N. Y., in May, 1876, and 
was, for more than fifty years, an active Sabbath-school worker. 
Was married in Decatur, Ills., on the 10th of May, 1848, to Miss 
Martha A. Mabood, of Cadiz, Ohio, Of this union there were eight 
children, six of whom still survive. 

The record of his life is complete, and is that of a noble, true and 
good man. It is that of one who, amidst the toils and hardships of 
our early history, held fast his integrity and manhood, and moulded 
upon his associates the virtues of his character. ‘This is the reward 
of the righteous, and many arise to “ call him blessed.” 


Hox. JOHN By JONES, 


Tue subject of the following sketch is the oldest son of Sanmuel 
and Sarah Jones, and was born in Uhricksville, Tuscarawas 
county, Ohio, June 28th, 1843. Te grew to manhood upon the 
farm. His father being in moderate circumstances was only able 
to aflord him the rudiments of an edueation—such as are obtained 
in the common schools. In 1864 his father moved with his family 
to Christian county, [llinois, and remained here a few years, when 
he removed to Montgomery county. After the family came west 
John 1. followed the profession of school-teaching for several years, 
and taught several terms in the public schvols of Taylorville. 
During this time he read the standard text-books upon law. Tfe 
made application and was admitted to the bar in May, 1863. 
Began the practice in Nokomis, Montgomery county, where 
he remained six months then returned to Taylorville, and for 
one year was Deputy Cireuait Clerk. At the end of that time he 


avain took up the practice of his profession, in whieh he has eon- 
tinued with great suecess to the present. Asa lawyer Mr. Jones 
takes front rank at the bar of Christian county. He is very indus- 
trious, and a pains taking attorney. He isa clear, logical thinker 
and a good practitioner, and from his studious and industrious 
habits has acquired a good knowledge of law. It may here be 
added that his law library is the largest and most complete in the 
county. 

In politics he has been a democrat from boyhood to the present 
time. He is a sincere believer im the idea that the conservative 
principles of the political organization to whieh he has given his 
¢mstant adherence are best calculated to serve the purposes of free 
government and perpetuate our institutions on tle basis proposed 
by the founders of the republic. He is not a politician, although he 
is recognized as one of the safe counsellors of his party, and is to a 
ertain extent a Jeader. In 1578, at the urgent request of his 
frienils, he became the candidate for the Legislature, and was elected 
representative to the 31st Greneral Assembly with but littie opposi- 
tion. While in that body he was a member of several important 
committees. During the term he sustained the reputation of a 
careful and prudent member, bringing to the practieal work of the 
house a large share of valuable business experience and much com- 
mon sense, All his actions were dictated by a just view of the in- 
terests of his constituents and an honest and honorable desire to 
please those who had honored him with their suffrages, On the 
27th day of May, 1873, he was united in marriage to Miss Emma 
A. Price, who was formerly of Maison county, Ohio. By this 
union there is one child, a girl, mained Alice. 


WILLIAM B. HUNDLEY 

Tae subject of this brief biographical sketch is a native of Trigg 
county, Kentucky. The family were originally trom Virginia, but 
moved to Kentucky at a period while that State was yet under a 
territorial form of government. J. B. Hundley, the father of 
W. b., was born in Wentucky, August 14, 1795, H- married 
Urath O. Dorsey, who was born October Sth. 1804. In 1824 he 
removed from Trigg to Jefferson county, Kentacky, and remained 
there until 1856, when he came to Madison county, [lnois, and 
settled in) Alton, where he remaincd until his death, which oe- 
curred June 12th, 1847. Tis wife, and mother of William B., sur- 
vived him twenty years, She died March 17th, 1867, He was by 
profession a civil engineer, aud followed surveying during the 
greater portion of his life. Ife was also tora long time Deputy 
U.S. Marshal, under Harry Wilton, for the Southern District of 
{Winois. During the war of 1s12 he was a soldier in Cap- 
tain Laneaster’s company. Our subject is the eldest of two 
children, both boys, born to J. B. and Urath O. Hundley. Te 
was born May 19, 1823, and was thirteen years of age when he 
eame with his father’s family to Illinois; attended the common 
schools of his uative State, reeciving such instruction in the rudi- 
ments of an education as they could give. In 18537, after he eame 
to Hingis, he entered Shurtleff college. at Upper Alton, where he 
remained several years and perfected his educational training. 
While there he was a room: and classmate ef General John Pope, of 
second battle of Bull Run notoriety. In his elass were other men 
who have since become prominent in the history of the State and 
nation. After his retirement from college he engaged in farming 
in Madison county, at which be continued until 1467, when he 
came tu Taylorville and, in connection with J. M. Nimerick, pur- 
ehased a flouring mill, operated it and continued in the business 
until the spring of 1870, when he sok] out. During the summer of 
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the same year he was nominated hy the democratic party, in con- 
vention assembled, for the office of Legislator for this district, and 
was elected. Ile served in the Legislature of 1870-71 and also in 
the extra session in tho wiuter of 1871-72. Tu 1872 he was 
elected to represent the Thirty-first: Senatorial District in 
the State Senate. He served as a member of that body until 
$875, when he resigned. While a member of both legislative 
bodies he held the chairmanship of several important committecs. 
During his residence in Madison county he was elected Associate 
Justico, and served one term. It is from that offiee that he receives 
his title, and is familiarly addressed as“ Judge” by his many friends 
in Christian county. In the summer of 1875 he removed west, and 
asttled in Tlelena, Montana Territory, where he at present resides. 
On the 27th of December, 1847, he was united in marriage to Miss 
Ameriea L. Luckett. She is a native of Virginia, but was a resi- 
dent of Mechanicsburg, Sangamon county, at the time of her mar- 
riage. Two children have been born to them, hoth girls. The 
eldest, Willie, is the wife of W. CG. Prewitt, a resident of Helena, 
Montana. Jennie, the younyest, is the wife of W. 1. Miner, also a 
resident of the same place. 

Jn politics Mr. Hundley is a sound democrat. THis first presi- 
dential vote was cast for James K. Polk. in E844, and at every sub- 
seqnent national or State election he has unitormly voted that 
ticket. He has been a member of Piasa Lodge No. 27 A. F. and 
A. M. since March 18th, 1552. Few men ever eame to Christian 
county who made more warm friends and fewer enemies than Judge 
Hundley. His independence of thought and action, together with 
his straightforward, plain methods and views upon all subjects of 
private or public policy, soon won him hosts of friends, who showed 
their appreciation and esteem for him and for his character as a 
man and citizen by electing him to honorable and responsible 
offices. And it may here he added that in all positions to which he 
was elected he faithfully carried out the wishes of the people who 
had honored him with their suifrages. 


ALBERT G, BARNES. 

Asone the successful business men of Christian county stands 
the name of Albert G. Barnes The Barnes family on the paternal 
side were of Scotch-Irish ancestry. Daniel Barnes, the father of 
the family, was a native of Pennsylvania, and a hookbinder 
by trade. Tle was largely interested in the business, and was, for a 
number of years, state binder. Also at the same time he kept a 
book store in Harrisburg, the capital of the state. In 1859, he 
came west to view the country. 1fe returned in 1840, brought his 
family with him, and located in Springfield, Illinois, and remained 
there until F840, when he removed to Decatur and remained there 
until £557; he then came to Taylorville, Christian county, where 
he continued until his death, which occurred June £3, E868. During 
his residence in Springfield, he engaged in general merchandizing. 

After he came to Taylorville, he was principally in the hardware 
trade, in which he continued until his death. Te marricd Margaret 
A. Richardson, who was a native of Lancaster county, Pennsylya- 
nia. She diced in December, 1879 By this marriage there were 
seven children born to them, tour ef whom have survived the 
parents. Our subject is the sceond in the family. He was 
born in’ Harrisburg, Pa., September 4, 1855. His education 
was obtained in the common schools of Springfield, Ilinois, and 
ended in his twelfth year, at which time he was taken into his 
father’s store, and kept there until his fifteenth vear; at that age 
he determined to become a printer, and with this object in view he 
entered the office of the Decatur Gazette, owned and edited hy 


James Shoatfi now deceased. In that office he helped to set up 
the first newspaper ever printed in Macon county. The printing 
business proying too laborious and confining, yonng Barnes re- 
inained in the office but one year, then clerked in a dry goods and 
clothing store, in which he remained for four years longer. In 
1855 he came to Taylorville aud opened the first regular clothing 
house here. His stock was small and considerably mixed, and his 
first venture in merchandizing would probably haye been’a_ total 
failure, if it had not been for a friend in Decatur, who assisted jim 
and gave hint a financial standing until he could get a start. He 
attended strictly to his business, was saving and economical, and soon 
succeeded. In 7565 he began the first regular grocery and pro- 
vision store in the town. Ove year later he formed a partnership 
with Mr. Calloway in the business, which continued for several 
years. In 1861 he closed up the clothing business, and engaged in 
the general dry goods trade, in which he remained alone until 1873, 
when he associated with him in the business William Chamberlain. 
The firm of Chamberlain & Barnes, dry goods merchants, still con- 
tinnes. In 1867, in connection with Col. John Williams, president of 
the First National Bank of Springtield, Hlinois, he established the 
Christian county bank. One year Jater he purchased Mr. Williams’ 
interest, and from that time to the present, the banking-house of 
A.G. Barnes is recognized as one of the substantial banks of Chris- 
tian county, as it is also the oldest in the connty. 

On the 27th of August, FSG1, he was nnited in marriage to Miss 
THenrictta Branson, a native of Mechanicsburg, Sangamon county, 
Hlinois. Her parents were natives of Kentucky, and came to Th- 
uois at an early period in the history of the state. There have been 
seven children born to Mr. and Mrs. Barnes, five of whom are liv- 
iug—three boys and two girls. Both he aud his wife are members 
of the Presbyterian church. Tle is also an honored member of the 
order of ALF. & A.M. Mr. Barnes gives his adhesion to the re- 
publican party. His first vote was cast.in 1856, for John C. Fre- 
mont, sinee which time he has acted and voted with that political 
organization. Fn the business of life, Mr. Barnes has been what 
the world calls a sucecssful man, which suecess he attributes to 
careful, prudent management, eeonomical and industrious habits. 
He never was a spendthrift, nor yet does he stint himself for any- 
thing that ean add to the health, pleasure or cunvenience of 
himself or family. He contributes with open hand to all the ealls 
of real charity, and responds with substantial aid to all enterprises 
of a public nature that have for their object the increase of the 
material wealth or good of his town or county. 

In his manners he is a pleasing gentleman, with good address 
and casy conversational powers, His reputation as a business man 
and citizen, is that of a straightforward, honorable man. Tn his 
habits he is temperate, and on the subject of the trathe of alcoholic 
liquors, he is a prohibitionist. In his later years he has given his 
attention to farming and raising tive stuck, in addition to his hank- 
ing and mereantile business. 


Rh. W. ORR, 
Tae present County Superintendent of Schools, was born in St. 
Clairsville, Belmont county, Ohio, September 30th, 1834. When 
he was two years of age, his father removed to Jefferson 
county, in the same state. Ifere he received his early education, 
in the Union School, in Wayne township. At the age of seven- 
teen, he entered the Harmony School, at Bloomfield, Ohio, 
under the instruction of Prof. John EH. Forester, and here he spent 
most of ihe two following years In the autumn of F854, he 
removed with his father’s family to Christian county, Hlinois, where 
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he has since resided. His father, Andrew Orr, died on Buckeye 
Prairie, on the 4th day of February, 1858, leaving a widow and 
nine children, of whom R. W. was the oldest. His mother, Mrs. 
Amn Orr, is still living, and in her seventieth year. His religious 
training was of the Presbyterian type, both his parents being 
devout and consistent members of the United Presbyterian Church. 
His mother is still an honored membey of that church at Pana, her 
present home. 

Soon after his arrival in Christian county, he engaged in 
teaching, which profession he pursued most of the time nntil the 
breaking out of the late war, when he enlisted as a private in 
Company D, 130th Regiment [linois Volunteer Infantry, on the 
4th of August, 1862. At the organization of the Company, he was 
elected Orderly Sergeant. On the second day of February, 1864, 
he was promoted to Ist Lieutenant, which position he filled until 
the 11th day of June, 1864, when le was commissioned Captain. 
Ile retired from the army in February, 1565, in consequence of 
the consolidation of the 77th and 130th Hlinois Infantry Regi- 
ments, thereby causing a surplus of officers in both regiments who 
were mustered out. Upon his return to private life, he again 
engaged in teaching, which he followed until his clection to the 
office of Superintendent of County Schools, in November, 1875. 

On the 18th of July, 1871, he united in marriage with Hattie E. 
Shumway, daughter of the Rev. Paris Pray, and widow of Z. 
P. Shumway, who died May 3d, 1865. The fruit of this first 
marriage, Miss Lulu A. Shumway, still graces her mother’s home. 
Since Mr. Orr’s marriage, four children haye been born to him, viz: 
Lillie, Daisy, Frank and Charlie. : 

As Superintendent of Schools, he has labored unceasingly for the 
good of the schools of his county. In his efforts to raise the 
standard of qualification for teachers, he has met with some opposi- 
tion, but, in the main, his Jabors have met with the hearty 
approval of the intelligent citizens of the county. In polities, he is 
a stanch member of the democratic party yet, in his election to 
the office of Superintendent, he has always been largely supported 
by republicans, as wel] as democrats, thus showing that his fitness 
for the position weighed more with the people than party ties. 

Financially, Mr. Orr has been singularly unfortunate. A 
peculiar train of circumstances running through most of his 
business life has conspired to keep him at the lowest round on the 
ladder leading to wealth. But with unswerving integrity, and a 
determination to do what good he can in the world, he yet looks 
forward to brighter days to come. 


TATE NE CS CUS PALANG Ale DD: 


Is a nativeof North Stonington, Connecticut. Ile was born Mareh 
13th, 182{. The Chapman family is an old one, and dates back to 
an English ancestry as far as the twelfth century. The name has 
been famous in the history of England in almost every department 
of learning, seience and art. They were among the first settlers of 
New England, and the pioneers of thia section of the State. 

Thos. P. Chapman, (born September 12th, 1791) the father of 
the subject of this sketch, marricd Rachel B. Wyhe. They were 
both natives of North Stonington. There were three children by 
this union, viz.: Erastus F., Harvey C., and Harrict N., wife 
of James L. Grant. In the year 1557, Thos. P. Chapman came 
with a colony from his native town, and settled in Chri-tian 
county, then a part of Sangamon county. The settlement was 
made, and the place named Stonington, in honor of their native 
village in Connecticut. Myr. Chapman entered a large body of 
land, and remained in that vieinity until his death, which oecurred 


January 16th, 1867. Harvey C. was in his sixteenth year when 
the family came to Illinois. He received a good common school 
education in his native State, whieh, even at that early day, was 
noted for its exeellent and thorough educational system. He 
attended the primitive schools of [linois one season, and recollect s 
well the puncheon floors and greased deer skin windows. Both he 
aud his brother taught school for some time. They both deter- 
mined upon adopting the profession of medicine as the business of 
their lite. They, therefore, obtained medical books, and TL. C. 
Chapman studied under the direction of Drs. Merryman and 
Henry, of Springfield, and Erastus F. studied with Dr. Edwards, 
of Edwardsville, [linois. 

Tn 1844, Dr. Chapman went to Zanesville, in Montgomery 
county, Illinois, and was induced to stay there and go into the 
practice. He remained there a short time, and then went to 
Audubon. The Mexican war was then in progress. He enli-ted, 
and was appointed surgeon of his company. They offered their 
serviecs ta the government, but the quota of Iinvis troops being 
full, the company was not accepted. Tle then settled in Van 
Burensburg. After remaining there a short time, he went to 
Greenville, and from there was induced to go to Nauvoo, where 
he remained in the practice for five years. The cholera then 
broke out in Chicago, and was raging with great violence. The 
doctor having, after great research and Jabor, discovered, as he 
believed, a specific and certain cure for that dreaded disease, deter- 
mined to go to Chicazo and fully test his remedies, relieve the 
distressed, and save the lives of the citizens, Finding his cholera 
cure all he had hoped for it, and a much wider field for the 
practice of his profession, he remained there, and continued in 
practice for nine years. At the end of that time be came back to 
Christian county, and in the year 1570 became a resident of 
Taylorville, and has remained here until the present time. In 
January, 1850, he married Rhoda Welch. She was a native of 
Erie county, N.Y. She died in 1853. Two children were born 
to them, viz: a son, Ilerbert, and a daughter, Elzora, wife of 
William Partrage, now a resident and tarmer of Wilsonville, 
Farness county, Nebraska. Oa the 1+t of Mareh, 1857, he married 
Miss Emily C. Butler. She is a native of New York, but was a 
resident of Lockport, Will county, H., at the time of her marriage. 
Two children have been born to them, one living, named Frances 
AL; Gilbert E. died at the age of five years. 

Dr. Chapman has given the best and larger part of his life to 
the =tudy of his chosen profession. Ils industry, research and 
experience, have brought their reward; not in the accumulation of 
great wealth, but in the discovery and admixture of compounds, 
that have brought relief to suffering humanity wherever they have 
been introduced. His medical discovery known as the “ King of 
Oils "—the great specific for bronchitis, diphtheria, croup, and all 
affections of the throat, breast or kidneys, or for rheumatism—has 


no equal within the rang: of the wderia melira. Its wonderful 
properties and healing powers cannot be properly appreciated until 
tried. It is with pleasure that we here add our mite of praise, and 
speak of it from experience, and say that its curative properties are 
most wondertul indecd. [lis * Cholera Balm” is also a wonderful 
medical preparation, but net of such universal use as the “ King of 
Oils.” In cases of severe cramping, it cures almost instantaneously. 


Mason THOMAS LONG.—( Decessrp). 
Ir is fitting that in a history of Christian county, proper mention 
should be made of him whose name heads this sketch. Major Long 
was the youngest son ola family of cleven children, In 1794, the 
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family removed to Nelson county, Kentueky, where both parents 
remained until their deaths. We was bern in Nelson county, 
Kentucky, May 6,1795. 9 His father, James Long, was a native 
of Culpeper county, Virginia. We married Mizabeth Griffin, In 
his youth, he learned the tanner’s trade, and followed that business for 
many years. Le remained in Kentucky until 1829, then moved 
to Hinets and settled on Lick Creck, in Sangamon county, where 
he remained until 1835, whem he removed to Rochester and resided 
there until the winter of 1850, when he came to Taylorville, Chris- 
tian county, and engaged in hotel business, ia which he continued 
until his death, which oecurred July 13,7575. On the 4th of Feb- 
ruary, 1519, he was united in marriage to Annie EHurlbutt. She is 
a native of Chittenden county, Vermont. | She was horn February 
14, 1801. Her father, Joseph Unrlbutt, died before she was born, 
Ifer mother afterwards married George Hawley. By this marriage 
The Hawley family lett 
Vermont September 11, 1816, and came to Ohio, and remained 
In March, 187, they went inte 


there were six daughters and three sous. 


over winter in Cincinnati. 
KKentueky, and settled in Caldwell county, where they remained 
until the death of Mr.and Mrs. Tawley. Mrs. Long was a resident 
of that eounty at the time of her marriage. There were born to 
Thomas and Annie Long nine elildren, six of whom are yet lying. 
Their names are: Matthew C.; John H. died in his twentieth year, 
James (. who is now a clerk in the Folding Department, Capitol 
building, Washington, D. C.; William C. who died in his fourth 
year, Thomas W., George W., Elizabeth .Ann, wife of Charles Man- 
ners; Benjamin F. and Francis M. Long. The latter enlisted 
during the late war, and was elected Captain of Co. “G.” 41st Kegt. 
Hlinois Volunteers. He was afterward promoted Major of the 
regiment. Ile wax wounded in a skirmish, after the battle of Jack- 
sou, Miss, and died three days later from the effvet of his wounds. 
During the Black Mawk war in 1851-2, Major Long raised a com- 
pany of soldiers ip Sangamon county for the service. [He was elected 
captain, Afterwards, the company increased to a battalion, and he 
was elected major, This is where he rceeived the title of Major, a 
nume by whieh he was ever afterwards familiarly addressed. In 
his life Major Long was an ardent democrat of the old Jeffersonian 
and Jackson school of polities. Although not a politician in the 
strict sense of the word, as he would not accept an office, yet he 
took a lively interest in all political contests, and exerted consider- 
able influence for the prineiples of the political organization of 
which he was a member. Early in lite he attaehed himself to the 
southern wing of the M.E Church. Front the older residents of 
Taylorville we gather the information that Major Long in his life 
anid residence here was a warm-hearted man, full of generous im- 
pulses, but unyielding in his dispositions and opinions when he 
thought and believed he was in the right. Of a strictly honest and 
honorable nature he expeeted of others a corresponding disposition, 
She has passed the scriptural time 
allotted to humanity to live, but now while in her cighticth year, 


Tis wife still survives [iin 


she is still hale and hearty, and bids fair to ive and cheer her friends 
for many years to come. 


Dr. JOSEPH YW. KITZAMILLER. 

Tue subject of this sketch was born in astern Tennessee, May 
27, 1849.) Te is of German descent. Al. Vo Witzmiller, his father, 
ix a Baptist minister of many years standing. He moved with his 
family to Girard, Macoupin county, Winois, in 1866; where he 
organized the fist Baptist church in that place and became the 
pastor, and from that time to the present has lived there and 
remained in charge of the Baptist crganization. [Te married Mary 


Crouch, algo a native of Tennessee. The doctor is the second in a 
family of ten children, seven of whom are living. He early deter- 
mined to adopt the profession of medieme as the business of his lite, 
and therefore, while yet a young man, entercd the office of Dr. 
Fountain Jones, of Girard, and read the standard text books upon 
Anatumy and Materia Mediea. After attending lectures in 1871-2, 
he began the practice as a physician in White Oaks, Montgomery 
county, Illinois. Tle remained there one year, then removed to 
Pana, Christian county, practiced his profession for two years, 
and came to Taylorville, [linuis, where he has resided and 
continued the practice to the preseut. Since his residence in Tay- 
lorville, he has attended lectures in Tahnemann Medical College, 
of Chicago, and graduated from that institution with the degree 
CieNIE ID: 

On the 27th of May, 1874, he was united in marriage to Miss 
Emma M. Bray, a native of Ohio, hut a resident of Pana at the 
time of her marriage. Two children have been born to them, a 
boy and a girl, Their names are Hardy W.and Amy M,. Kitz- 
miller, He isan honored member of the order of Knights of Pythias, 
and is highly esteemed ly his brethren, temperate in his habits, 
and a strong worker in the cause of temperance. Dr. Nitzmiller 
belongs to the school of Homeopathy, is a good practical physician, 
well learned in the science of medicine, and has a daily increasing 
practice. He is charitable at heart, being ever ready to lend the aid 
of his skilful hand to the needy when in distress. 


WILLIAM M. PROVIN 

Tuk subject of the following biographical sketch is a native of 
Illinvis. He was born in McDonough county, August 22d, 1841. 
The aneestry of the family on the paternal side is Irish. The 
family removed at an carly day from Kentucky to the North- 
western territory, afterward the state of Indiana, where William 
Proyine, the paternal grandfather, was a surveyor, anil where in 
1816 his xon, William Provine, the father of the subject of this 
sketeh, was born. The father, William, came to Ilinois in 1836, 
and settled in MeDonough county, where he remained until 1846, 
when he removed to Vermont, in Fulton county, where he still re- 


sides, 

He married Paulina Scott, who was a native of Kentucky, and of 
Trish descent. fer ancestors settled in the Carolinas prior to the 
revolutionary war, and took part in the struggle tor independence. 
William M. is the sccond in a family of eleven children. In his 
youth he received a good English edneation in the common schools. 

In the year 1862, when in his twenty-first year, he enlisted as a 
private for three years in Company B, S4th Regiment Iinois 
Volunteers, and on the organization of the company was elected 
sergeant, and was promoted to the 1-t sergeantey in November, 
1862, and was musiered ax Ist Licutenant Nov. 15th, 1863. The 
S4th regiment was recruited and made up in what is known as the 
“Military Tract,” and was under the command of Col. Waters, and 
seryed in the army of the Cumberland. The first severe engage- 
ment and general battle in whieh the regiment yarticipated was at 
Stone river, where they lost over one-half of the nnmber engaged. 
On the 20th of July, 1864, Lieut. Provine was eaptured in tront of 
Atlanta while on the picket line, and taken as a prisoner of war to 
Macon and thenee to Charleston, and while there he was one of the 
officers who, in the fall of 1854 at the lmmbardment of that city, 
was, among others, placed under fire from the Union guns, From 
Charleston he was taken to Columbia, then to Goldsboro, and from 
there to Wilmington, when they were exchanged on the Ist of 
March, 1865, Te then returned home on a thirty days’ furlough, 
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at the expiration of which he reported by orders at Benton bar- 
racks, at St. Louis, where he was detailed as adjutant of paroled 
prisoners unti] mustered out May, 1860. 

After his discharge from the service he returned home and went 
to Albion, Michigan, where he attended Mayhew's Commercial Col- 
lege, After finishing the course he received a position as instruetor, 
and continued thus employed fur two years. Te also in his Icisure 
hours read the standard text-books npon Jaw. In 1867 he returned 
to Hlinois, and entered the law office of Palmer & Hay, at Spring- 
field, and continued his studies unti) 1868, when he was admitted 
to the practice. In the winter of the same year he came to Taylor- 
ville and began the practice of law, in which he remained one year, 
and theu upon the organization of the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ 
Bank of Galesburg, Hlinois, he was elected cashicr, a position which 
he accepted and creditably filled until] Noy., 1871, when he resigned, 
and soon after returned to Taylorville and began anew the profes- 
sion of law, and has continued in it to the present. As a lawyer 
Mr. Provine is methodical and Jogical, and bears the reputation of 
heing asafe counsellor, and a careful, diligent, and capable attorney, 
giving his attention principally to commereial Jaw and chancery 
cases. 

In polities he ix a republican. Tis first vote was cast for Abra- 
ham Lineuln for President, while a prisoner of war at Columbia, 
South Carolina. Asa imatter of course it was informal, but it was 
his political sentiments then, and the suceceding years have not 
changed his views. 

Ou the 11th of May, 1869, he married Miss Mary Murray, a rvesi- 
dent of Vermont, Fulton county, Winois, Both he and his wife 
are menibers of the Presbyterian Church, 


Dewy iaew 1b. SATE. 


Tue Slater family on both the maternal and paternal sides ts 
of English ancestry. Jay Slater, the father of the subject of this 
sketch, was a native of Massachusetts. Ie eame west in 1824 and 
settled in Sangamon eounty, and was one of the pioncers of central 
Illinois. Tle died in July, 1860. While a resident of Sangamon 
county le marricd Lucretia Carman. She was born and raised in 
the state of New York. Her family came to Tilinois about the 
same time that the Slater family did, and were also amoug the first 
settlers of Sangamon county. She dicd in September, 1895. There 
were six children in the family, James Hf Slater, present United 
States Senator from Oregon, is the eldest son, and the subject of this 
tketeh is the second son in the family. 

Lyman B. Slater was born in Sangamon county August 7th, 
1828. He obtained a fair common school education in the schools 
of Sangamon county and In the High School of Springfield. He 
worked upon his father’s farm until his nineteenth year, when he 
taught school, and at the age of twenty-one he commenced studying 
medicine under the direction of Dr. William Jayne, of Springfield, 
which he econtinucd until the winter ef 1851-2, when he attended 
leetures in the Missouri Medical University at St. Louis,and in the 
following spring commenced the practice. In the winter of 1554 he 
again entered the above-named institution, and graduated there- 
from with the degree of M. D., Febroary 27th, 1895. In the spring 
of 1852, as an undergraduate, he conimenced the practice, locating 
in Mt. Auburn, and remaining there until after his graduation. 
He then went to Rochester, Sangamon county, and continued in the 
practice there until 1868, when he came to Grove eity, and in 1870) 
eame to Taylorville, and las continued here up to the present. 

In 1858 he married Angeline Bodkins, a resident of this county. 
She fel] a victim to the cholera in 1854. On the 4th of October, 


he married Miss Sarah Stockwell, a native of Ohio, but a 
resident of St. Louis at the time of her marriage. Nine children 
are the fruits of this union, six uf who are living. Both he and 
luis wife are members of the ML. E. Church. 

In polities he is a republican, but he takes no part in_ polities 
further than to express his prefercnee in the right of sutfrage. Ile 
is a member of the ancient and honorable order of Freemasonry, 
Dr, Slater belongs to the regular school of medicine, and in its 
practice has been very successful. lie bears the reputation of a 
Christian gentleman and an honorable man. 


HERA CHENEY, 

Was born in Coshocton county, Ohio, Nuvember 80th, 1842. His 
father, Abraham Cheney, was born and raised in Pennsylvania. 
He removed to Ohio in 1824, and remained there until 1843, when 
he came to Thmois and settled in Sangamon enunty and engaged in 
farming. There he remained until 1870, when he came to Christian 
county, and now lives with the subject of this sketch. Te married 
Jeannette Evans, who was also born and reared in Penneylyania. 
She died September 26, 1875. Dby this marriage there were cight 
children, six of whom are now living—tonr girls and two sons, The 
two sons that died had reached maturity, married and left families. 
Harry Cheney is the yonngest of the family. In his youth, 
he attended the epmmon schools of Springtield, [inois, and 
received a good education. From there he went to St. Louis and 
attended commercial school, and after that cutered the post-offiee 
at St. Louis as clerk. He remained in that capa ity for four years, 
after which he reecived the appointment as deputy marshal for St. 
Louis county. Ile aceeptably filled that position for two and a 
half years, when he returned to Springfield, Hlinois and engaged 
in the drug business, in which he continued for several years. In 
the spring of 1870 he came to Christian county and commenced 
farming, and to the present time he remains so engaged. In polities 
he has always been a democrat, or since he cast his first vote, 
which was for Gen, George B. MeClellan for president, in 1864 He 
has, since then, voted and acted with the party of his first chuice, 
He isan honored member of the Knights of Pythias, aud belongs 
to Mystic Lodge, No. 64. 

In the spring of 1850 he became the democratic candidate for the 
office of supervisor of Taylorville township, and was cleeted by a 
handsome majority. He is a young mun, full of push, enterprise 
and sound sense, and will serve his constituents in a creditable man- 
ner. En his manners he is a genial aud sociable gentleman. and in his 
intercourse and business with men, he is honest, capable and reliable. 
Such is the verdict of those who have known him for many years. 


ABNER BOND: 


Tue Bond family on the paternal side are of English aneestry. 
John Bond, ‘the father of Abner Bond, was born in Bedford 
county, Virginia Te moved to Ohio in the year 1800, and 
remained there until S58. when he removed to Wayne county, 
Indiana, where he died in April, (876. Te married Elizabeth Me- 
Millan. She isa native of Pennsylvania. She is still living on 
the ald homestead, in Wayne county. Nine children were born to 
John and Elizabeth Bond, all of whom are living. Abner is the 
fourth in the family, Te was born in Belmont county, Ohio, Aug. 
11,7852. Vis youth was passed upon his father’s farm, and in the 
common schools of Indiana he reecived a good edueation in the 
common branches, At the age of nineteen he entered a grocery 
store in Indiana as clerk. He remained there one year, when he 
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commeneed the business of clock peddling. Tle sold clocks and 
attended to the collections for the same for fifteen years. He 
traveled in that line of business over the states of IHimois, Indiana, 
Ohio, Missouri, and portions of Nausas and Towa. In 1862 he came 
to Christian county, Ilinuis, and purchased land. Since that time 
this county has practically been his home. 

Tle, however, was, for one year, a resident of Missouri. In 1868 
he purchased a section of land, which he still retains, west and ad- 
joining the section upon which the village of Willey now stands. 
Since he has been a resident of this county, his principal business 
has been farming, trading, and shipping stock, in which he has 
heen quite successful. Tlis residence in the county dates from 1852, 
He made his brother’s residence, A. 1. Bond, of Duckbart town- 
ship, his home while he was traveling in the elock business. 

On the 15th of April, 1870, he was united in marriage to Miss 
Elizabeth E. Hall. She was born in Sangamon county, Tinvis, 
She is the eldest daughter of Diekson Hall, who was among the 
early settlers of Christian county. Pour children have been born to 
them—two boys and two girls. Mrs. Bond is a member of the 
Presbyterian church. 

In polities, Mr. Bond is an ardent republican. He cast his first 
vote for Abraham Lincoln, in 1860, and froin that time to the 
present, has acted and yoted with the party of his first choice, He 
is among the prominent and representative men in this community, 
and hasserved his township in the capacity of supervisor for five 
successful terms. Ife was chairman of that body for several years. 
As an official he looked carefully after the interests of his county 
and loeality, and was a prudent and pains-taking officer. In this 
community, where he has long resided, none are more respected for 
their worth as a man and citizen than Abner Bound. Tle is a 
member of the honorable order of A. FP. & A. M. 


N. DOUGLAS RICKS. 

Amone the pioneers and early settlers of Christian county was 
W.S. Ricks, father of the present sketch. IIe settled in what is 
now known as Bear Creek township as carly as 1855, four years 
prior to the organization of the county. Both branches of the 
Nicks’ family are of English descent. Their ancestors eame to 
America and settled in the Carolinas at a time anterior to the rev- 
olution. They took an active and prominent part in that memora- 
ble struggle for independence. The family subsequently removed 
to Kentucky, where Mr. Ricks was born. After he came to Illinois 
he engaged in farming. Upon the organization of the county he 
was elected its first sheriff. He also filled other important positions 
and represented this district in the State Legislature. He married 
Margaret Bond, a native of North Carolina. By this marriage 
there were cleven ehildren, five of whom are still living. The sub- 
ject of this sketch is the youngest of the family. Ife was born in 
Bear Creck township, March 7th, 1846. 0 Wis youth was passed 
upon the farm and in attending the schools of his neighborhood in 
the winter months. As he advanced to manhood he engaged in 
teaching school for a short time and clerking in a store. From 1864 
to 1867 he was engaged in farming and in the stock business. In 1869 
he commenced the Tithe Abstract business. In 1870, ’71 and ’72 
he was Deputy Cireuit Clerk under his brother, John DB. Rieks. 
During this time he aequircd a knowledge and familiarity with the 
records of the county, which induced him to adopt as a business 
the making of Title Abstracts. After a careful investigation of the 
different systems he concluded that W. A. Barnes’s was the best, 
and aceordingly adopted it and worked up a set of records upon 
that plan. The suecess which las attended him justifies the wisdom 


of his choice. No more complete or reliable title abstract records 
ean be found anywhere. Tle soon after added the loan business 
aud general ecouveyancing. In 1873 he was appointed Notary 
Public, and in 1877 was reappointed, On the 21st of December, 
1865, he was married to Miss Mary, daughter of I. G. and Margaret 
Spencer, of Marion county, Alissouri. Six children have been born 
to them, two of whom are living. 

In politics Mr. Ricks is a sound demoerat and in thorough ac- 
cord with the prineiples of his party. THe is a respected member of 
the ancient and honorable order of A. T. and A.M. Mr. Rieks in 
his manners is an agreeable and courteous gentleman, of a genial 
disposition and very popular among the citizens of his county, 
where he has heen long and favorably known. In May, 1880, he 
received the nomiuation for Cireuit Clerk from the democratic 
party. 


F. M. MINNIS 


Was born on seetion 1, town 18, range 3 west, Christian county, 
November 3, 1832. His father, James Minnis. was a native 
of Christian county, Ny. The family were originally from Louisi- 
ana. The Minnis family came to Christian county in 1828, and 
purehased land of Dr. Alex. Ralston in the section above named, 
and remained there until the death of the father in 1857. He 
marricd Hester Ann Outhouse. She was also a native of Christian 
county, Ky. She died in 1873. There were ten children, five boys 
and five girls—all of whom reached maturity. Nine are yet living. 
Joho Q. enlisted as a suldier in the late war, and was a member of 
Co. A" 115th regiment, Dlinois Infantry. Ife died while the 
regiment was at Camp Butler, from a congestive chill and lack of 
proper medical treatment. The sub‘ect of this sketch is the fourth 
in the family. He attended the public or subseription schools of 
his neighborhood and reecived instruction in the common branches. 
Tlis education was limifed, yet he has been able to conduct business 
ina methodieal way and in a systematic manner. He remained at 
home until he was nineteen years of age, when he hired to work on the 
farm for his neighbor, Joel Potts. He worked for him two years, when 
his father entered forty acres of land, the same upon which the resi- 
dence of Mr, Minnis now stands. He then purchased forty acres more 
adjoining, and gave it to F. M., who had the privilege of paying 
for it at the cost. price, which he in the course of time was able to do. 
T¥e commenced its improvement in 1553. During this time he still 
boarded with Mr. Potts. In 1855, he purchased sixty acres more, 
and to this he has added until now he owns a large traet, all of 
which is well improved and under good cultivation. On the 3d of 
December, 1857, he was united in marriage to Miss Jane George. 
He came with 
Mrs Minnis’ mother’s 


Her father, John Creorge, is a native of Virginia. 
his father to this state while yet a youth. 
maiden name was Mary .Ann Bohannon. She was a resident of 
Christian county at the time of her marriage. There have been nine 
children born to F, M. and Jane Minnis, cight of whom are living. 
Juhn William, the eldest, died in infancy; Henry Osear, Matilda 
Josephine, Mary Elizabeth, Alpheus Sylvester, Eddie Elbert, 
Thomas Theodore, Willie and Carrie May, are all yet at home. 
Mrs Minnis iz a member of the Baptist church. In polities Mr. 
Minnis is a democrat, and east his first yote for James Buchanan 
in 1856, sinee which time he has been a member of the party. He 
is not a politician only so far as to exercise his right of suffrage. 
Te has been assessor for his township several terms. Farming and 
stock-raising has been his principal occupation through fife, exeept 
from 1875 to 1878, during which years he was engaged in the mill- 
ing business in Pana, Illinois. In the latter year he moved back to 
his farm, and has remained there to the present. Mr. Minnis 
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has been a successful farmer, which is attributable to his industry, 
good business tact and manner of dving business. In the neighbor- 
hood, and whereever kuown, he is regarded as an honest, upright 
and fair-dealing man whose word is as good as his bond. 


GEORGE WAGONER. 

Tue subject of this sketch is a native of Hlinois. The Wagoncr 
family came originally from Virginia, and were the pioneers of two 
States, viz: Ohio and Illinois. George Wagoner, the grandfather, 
was a native of Virginia. Ile was born February 24, 1770, and 
was a brave soldier in the war of 1812. Ie moved to Pennsyltva- 
nia, where he married Juda Worstbaugh, She was born Novem- 
ber 29th, 1798, and died in Sangamon county, [hnois, January 
3d, 1862. Mr. Wagoner moved from Pennsylvania to Ohio, where 
he remained until 1821, when he brought his family to THinois and 
settled in Sangamon eounty, where he continued to reside until his 
death, which occurred Dee. 24th, 1863. There were eleven children 
born to George and Juda Wagoner, ten of whom are still living. 
‘There are descended trom them seventy-cight grandchildren that 
are now living. Ozias, the father of the present sketeh, was horn 
in Ohio, March 12th, 1814. John Wagoner, the brother of Ozias 
and eldest son, was a soldier in the Black awk war. Ozias moved 
to Menard county, to a place two miles and a-half north of Peters- 
burg. He was a resident there during the years 1851, 752, and 
recolleets well the “Deep Snow.” He atterwards came back to 
Sangamon county, where he continued farming until 1858, when he 
came to Christian county and settled in South Fork township, 
where he purchased land. Two years later he sold out and removed 
to Buckhart township, and remaiued there nntil 1874, when he re- 
turued to Sangamon county, where he is at present. Ile 
married Rebecca Jane Shephard, February 16th, 1837. She was 
born September 17th, 1817. She was a sister of James Shephard, 
who was for a number of years assessor and collector of Springtield, 
but better known, however, for his connection with the early jour- 
nalism of Iinvis—a business ia which he still continues in Towa. 

tebecea J. Wagoner died October 27th, 1847, while a resident of 
Menard county. On the 12th of February, 1545, Mr. Wagoner 
married Hannah Leonard. She was born February 16th, 1828, 
and still survives. By the latter marriage there are two children. 
Ly the first there were five. George is the eldest son by the first 
marriage. He was born in Sangamon county, January 12th, 1838, 
His education was obtained in the subseription schools of Sangamon 
and Menard countics. His mother dying while he was yet young, 
he was placed in charge of his uncle; then with Dr. Allen, of Peter:- 
burg, with whom he remained several years; he was then sent to 
Springfield, and lived with T. V. Owens, who was in the drug trade, 
Ile worked in the store, did chores, went to school during the 
winter months, and afterwards lived with If. P. Cone, who was in 
the livery business, and from there returned home, where he re- 
mained until the war broke out. On the 25th ef June, 1561, he 
enlisted as a private in Company B., afterwards a part of the 11th 
Missouri Regiment. The company was organized in Springficld, 
Illinois, but the quota of Illinois troops being full the company 
went to St. Louis and entered the State service for thirty days, 
after which they were regularly transterred to the United States 
service. Tor six months after their organization they were known 
as the Ist Regiment Missouri Volunteers. Colonel Bayles was the 
first colonel. Te was afterwards dishonorably discharged from the 
service, and Captain Plummer was appointed colonel. He was suc- 
ceeded by Colonel Mower, of whom it may be said that no braver 
man ever breathed or displayed more dauntless courage in the face 
of foe than he. The regiment went to Cape Girardeau, and atter- 
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wards joined Pope’s Army of the Mississippi. It recived its first 
baptism of fire at Fredericksburg, Missouri. Tt was brigaded with 
the sth Wisconsin, 5th Minnesota, 47th Thuois regiments, and 
comprised and was known as the “ Magle Brigade,” from the faet of 
the 8th Wisconsin haviug the famous live cagle known as “ Old 
Abe,” who accompanied the regiment in all of their marches and 
was present in every battle in which they were engaged. His 
shrill scream could be heard above the roar of cannon and din of 
musketry as he followed the fortunes of the brave command through 
many a hard-fought battle. While the regiment was under Pope’s 
command they took part in the fight at New Madrid and capture 
of Island No. 10, after which they went to Tiptonyille to 
silence the hatterics and keep the rebel gunboats trom comiug up 
the river. To this brigade was attached, for a long time, Spoors’ 
2d Towa and Dees’ od Michigan batteries. From Tiptonville the 
commani was ordered to Fort Pillow. During their stay there the 
Shiloh battle ocerred. They were ordered to proceed to Cairo, and 
from there up the Tennessee river to Shiloh, where Pope's entire 
army joined Halleek’s forces. From there they went and 
fought the battle of Farmington, and then moved out and occupied 
the battle-ground, and threw up breastworks preparatory to the in- 
vestment of Corinth. The evacuation of the ylace occurred soon 


after, when the command went into eamp fur instruction, where 
they remained until September, when they were ordered to inter- 
cept the rebel forces under General Vrice. Then followed the 
battle of Iuka, after which they caine back, and on the 3d and 4th 
days of October fought the desperate battle known as the second 
battle of Coriuth. In this fight the gallant 11th Missouri did heroie 
work and saved the army of Rosenerans from complete rout. But 
in order to do this much they were compelled, with the assistanee 
of the batteries above named, to charge and drive back the entire 
rebel force, > terrifie was their charge, and so galling and de- 
structive was their fire upon the rebel forces, that it threw them 
into confusion, and, before they could recover, the 11th Missouri 
was upon them with fixed bayonets and charging and driving them 
back with irresistible fores. Atter the battle of Corinth the com- 
mand went with General Grant to Oxford, Mississippi, and then 
back to Lagrange, Teunessce, where they went into winter quarters, 


In the spring, as 
to Vicksburg and participated in the siege and capture of that 
place. During the investment of Vicksburg they were a part of 
the command under Colonel Mower that fought the battle of Jack- 
son, Mississippi. The 11th Missouri was also in the disastrous 
charge on the 22d of May, 1563, when the assuult was made on tle 
works at Vicksburg, in which they lost eighty men killed outright. 
After the surrender the regiment went to Blackwater, when Mr. 
Wagoner was appointed Division Wagon-Master. ITis wagons were 
soon after captured at Guntowu by (reneral Forrest, after which he 
returned to the regiment, and participated in the battle of Tupalo, 
and soon after was discharged. [Tis discharge dates August 17th, 
1st4. Te then returned home and engaged in farming in Buck- 
hart towuship, in which he continued for three years, and then re- 
moved to Taylorville township. On the Ist of February, 1874, he 
came to Taylorville aud purchased the livery, feed and sale stahles, 
which he has operated in addition to farming until the present. 
Ona the 4th of January, 1865, he married Miss Rachel Hounold, 
of this county. She was raised] in Springfield, inois, Six children 
have been bern to them, all of whom are living. Their names are: 
Frederick A., Annie Laurie, Albert, Charles Edward, Frank and 
Minnie Wagoner. He has been a member of the republican party 
since 1861), when he cast his first presidential vote tor Abraham 
Lineoli. TTis wife is a member of the MI. E. Chureh. 


svon as an advance movement was made, they went 
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We have thus brictly sketched Mr. Wagoner’s fife. TTe was a 
gallant and braye soldier, as were also other members of the family. 
Four of them enlisted, shonldered their muskets and fought for 
constitutional liberty and the perpetuation of the anion. All honor 
to them for their heroie conduct in the defense of the right. 


Dre. JOSEPH HW. CLARK.—( Deceasep). 

Was born in Christian county, Kentucky, April 6,1819, James 
C., his father, was born in Virginia, and at an early age removed 
to Neath Carolina, and subsequently to Kentucky. Phe Clark 
family are an old one, aud came from England prior to the Revolu- 
tionary war. Bolan Clark, the great-grandfather of Dr. Clark, 
held three commissions under king George. James ©., the father, 
married Hannah Henderson. She was a native of South Carolina, 
and her father a native of Treland. James C. Clark moyed_ to 
Hlinois in April, 844, and settled in Taylorville township, and re- 
mmined here until his death in November, 1875. Tlis wife, and 
mother of this subject, dicd in August, 1845. Dr. J. 11. is the third 
of a family of twelve children, Ue commenced the study of 
medicine in 1838-9, under the dircetion of Dr. T. P. Poole, of 
Christian county, Kentucky. Te attended the Washington 
Medical College of Ohio, sinee removed to Cincinnati, and 
now known as the Eelectie Medical Institute of Ohio. Te 
eraduated from that institution with the degree of M.D. He com- 
meneed the practice in his native county in 1842, and in i844 came 
to Taylorville. We entered Jand in Johnson township with a view 
to following farming and abandouing medicine. He however kept 
medicine on hand and prescribed for his neighbors which ultimately 
increased into a regular practice. In 1856, he moved into Taylor- 
yille and opened an office in the court-house. Tle remained in the 
practice until his death, which securred March 11, 1880. He 
married Lydia D, Hardy on the 10th day of November, 1840. She 
is a native of Christian county, Kentucky. 
heen horn to them, five of whom are living. 

Lewis Hardy Clark, the third son, was born on the 29th of June, 
1844. He attended the country schools and received a good educa- 
tion. He read medicine in his father's office and under his direetion, 
and in January, 1867, he attended a course of Jectures in the Eelectic 
Institate at Cincinnati, Ohio. He returned home and began the prae- 
tice in connection with his father. In October, 1867, he again entered 
the above-named institution, and graduated therefrom February 9, 
1868, with the degree of M.D. In 1872, beth he and his father 
became members of the State Ecleetie Medical Socicty, 

On the 29th of Qetober, 1868, he was united in marriage to Miss 
Elenora Maxwell. She was born and raised in this county. Her 
parents were natives of Obie, One child, a danghter, has been the 
fruit of this union. Her name is Wannita Clark. Dr. Lewis TI. 
Clark is a respected and active member of the order of Wuights of 
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Pythias, an ancient order of united workmen. Tn the practice of 
his chosen profession, both he atu) his father have been very success- 
ful, His practice is large and Inerative, and constantly increasing. 
Ife is a yery pleasing gentleman, with good address, and bears the 
character of an honorable man. 

Dr. J. Uf, the father, during his life was a demoerat in politics, 
and was frequently honored by his party in being placed in office. 
He was elected Justice of the Peace in 1848, and afterwards elected 
Associate Justice for the county. During his occupancy of the 
latter office, the present court-house was built, at a cost of $16,000, 
Ile was a warm-hearted, generous man, of a most kindly disposition 
and even temperament, and had many friends in the county. 


AVIGEIEAST VAIN: 

Tue subject of the following sketch is a native of Cherokee 
eounty, Alabama, and was born Jane 11th, 1844. Tis father, John 
Martin, was a native of Ireland. Tle removed with his family to 
Georgia, where both pareuts died while William T. was yet in his 
infancy. At the age of fifteen years he commenced the trade of 
printing, at Rome, Georgia, and afterwards worked in an office in 
Atlanta, and was a resident of that place when the rebellion broke 
out. He was among the first to enter the service. He enlisted in 
April, 1861, in Company .A, Sth Georgia Infantry, under the com- 
mand of Colonel Bartow. He was in the command that captured 
Nickett's Battery at the first battle of Bull Run. His regiment 
was attached to General Lee's army, and he participated in all the 
hard-fought battles in which Lee’s army was engaged. The regi- 
ment was a part of Longstrect’s corps. After the battle of Gettys- 
burg Longstreet’s corps was seut to Tennessee, and there he parti- 
cipated in the battle of Chickamauga and siege of Knoxville, Ie 
was afterwards exchanged from the infantry to the cavalry service, 
and while in that arm of the service the command acted as an 
escort to General Forrest. On the 7th of September, 1864, he was 
detailed as bearer of dispatches to General Price, and was taken 
prisoner while crossing the Mississippi river. He was sent to 
hicago, where he remained a prisoner of war until after the sur- 
render of Lee and close of the war. He had also been eaptured at 
the battle of Antietam, but was soon after paroled, joined his com- 
mand, and took part in the battle of Fredericksburg, Virginia. ITe 
was wounded twice; the first time in one of the battles before Rieh- 
mond, and at Antietam. After his release in Chicago he went to 
Macon City, Macon county, Hlinois, and remained there several 
months, then came to Taylorville, where he worked at the printing 
business. Tn 1866 he returned south, and stayed one summer, then 
eame back to Taylorville. Tn 1867 he went south again, then back 
to Evansville, Indiana, then to St. Louis, and in 1870 came again 
to Taylorville, and in 1871 purchased the Democrat and continued 
its publication until January ist, 1880. Un the 3d of February, 
1870, he was united in marriage to Miss Sima O., daughter of Hon. 
WS. Moore, of Taylorville. By this marriage there is one child, 
a boy named Robert Uf. He isa member of the I. O. O. F., and 
takes an active part in the deliberations of that body, In polities 
he is a demoerat, and adheres to the fortunes of that party. Asa 
newspaper manager Mr. Martin demonstrated his ability to run a 
newspaper successfully. He is a writer of more than ordinary 
ability, and a gentleman who bears a most excellent character in 
the community. 


WILLIAM C. HAINES 

Was born in Virginia September 21st, 1832. Isaac Haines, his 
father, was a native of the same state, and was a preacher of the 
M. E. Chureh and circuit rider. In 1836 he came to Sangamon 
county, Illinois. ere he rode a eircuit embracing a large portion 
of this county. THe died in 1838. He married Luey C. Furgerson. 
Two children were born to them who lived to maturity, After the 
death of Mr. Haines, his wife marricd Col. Thomas 8. Young, by 
whom there was one girl, now the wife of W. 7. Woodruff. Luey 
Ann, the only sister of W. C., is the wife of J. N. Clark, and is a 
resident. of south-east Missouri. 

The subject of this sketch, in 1839, removed with his mother to 
this county, where she afterwards married as above stated. His 
youth was spent upon the farm and in attending the schools of the 
county. In his twentieth year he, in eompany with five others, 
made the trip to California with ox-teams by the overland route. 
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The party left here on the 27th of March, 1852, and arrived in the 
* Golden State” on the 2Ist of August of the same year. While in 
California he engaged in mining fur the greater portion of his time, 
also in grain dealing, and for a while kept a hay-yard in Sacra- 
mento city. He returned via the Isthmus and New York, and ar- 
rived at home on the 7th of Oetoker, 1859. 

On the 15th of Deeember of the same year he married Miss Lucy 
Ellen, daughter of E. 8. Young, who was one of the early settlers, 
and the first County Clerk of Christian county. She died Decem- 
her 14th, 1865. Two children are the fruits of this marriage, one 
of whom is living. Her name is Dora E. On the Ist of January, 
1867, he married Miss Maggie lk. Hancoek, a native of Henderson 
county, Kentucky. Six children have been born to them, four of 
whom are living, and are yet at home. Their names are Dora E., 
Belle, William C., Irene, Eugene. Two died; their names were 
Maud E., who died in infaney, and Clarence W., who died in his 
fifth year. 

Mr. Haines, after his return from California, engaged in farming, 
at which he contiuued until 1877, when he was appointed constable, 
aml continued in that office and position until Febraary, 1880. In 
1878 he was appointed Deputy Sheriff under Sherit? Clark, which 
office he held until Mr. Clark’s death, when he was appointed by 
the Board of Supervisors to fill the vacaney, and is now Sheriff of 
the county of Christian. He has always been a democrat, and cast 
his first presidential vote for James Buchanan in 1856, and sinee 
that time has been a staneh and consistent member of the party. 

Mr. Haines, as will be seen, is one of the early settlers and yrlo- 
neers of Christian county. He came here when this section of the 
state was young and nndeveloped. Tle cheerfully bore his portion 
of the hardships and privations incident to the early settlement of 
Hlinois, and has lived to see what was then a barren and unii- 
habited wilderness grow to he one of the finest agricultural distriets 
in central Tlinvis, and the landseape dotted over with the happy 
homes of hundreds of husbandmen. In his present otticial capacity 
he brings to the office a thorough knowledge of the duties thereto 
appertaining, and a large and extended acquaintance throughout 
the couniy. In the management of the office he is a prudent, eare- 
ful and fearless otheer, and the execution of the laws will be ecare- 
fully attended to. Tle enjoys in a large degree the esteem and con- 
tidence of the citizens of Christian county. 


mat BET MOSSEER: 

Tue subject of this sketeh was born in the provinee of Pome- 
rania, on the coast of the Baltic Sea, in the kingdom of Prussia. 
The date of his birth was November 26th, 1845. He is the third in 
a family of five children living, and received a liberal education in 
the schools of his native land. His elder brother, Louis, came to 
America in 1859, and settled in Fort Wavue. Samuel followed 
him in 1863, and also came to the same place, where he remained a 
short time, when he went to Indianapolis and stayed there two 
years. In 1866 he came to Illinois, and stopped in Tfillsboro, Mout- 
gomery county, where he remained] until 1870, when he came to 
Taylorville, where he has resided up to the present. In all of these 
years, or since his early youth, he has been engaged in merchandiz- 
ing: it has been the business of his life. When he came to Taylor- 
ville he purchased the interest of the elder Goldstein. The clothing- 
house of Goldstein Bros. was extablished as early as 1866, The 
partnership of Goldstein & Mossler continued until February, 1877, 
when it was dissolved, and Mr. Muossler has continued the business 
alone up to the present. The clothing-house of Mr. Mossler 32 the 
oldest in Taylorville, and since its first establishment bears the 


reputation of haying the largest stock of the best selected goods, 
and selling upoa margins that has secured to it a large patronage, 
which is constantly increasing as the merits of the house become 
known. 

Asa business man, Mr. Mossler carly recognized the fact that to 
establish a trade and enjoy the entire eonfidence of the eommunity, 
it was necessary to eater to the wants of the people and supply them 
with goods at such prices and terms as were at onee reasonable 
and honorable. This is the secret of his suecess. 

Mr. Mossler is. a member of the honorable order of Freemasonry, 
and also a member of the I. O.O0. F. and encampment. At present 
he is District Instruetor in Odd Fellowship. In polities he gives his 
support to the democratie party. 

On the seeond of March, 1873, he was united in marriage to Miss 
Eva Cohen, of Chicago. 


JOIN G. DRENNAN. 

Tas young and brilliant attorney was horn in Caldwell eounty, 
Kentucky, December fd, 1854. Wis father, John L. Drennan, was 
of Irish, and his mother, Menrietta (Wimberly), of French and 
German descent. Their earlicr aneestors eame from the old country 
to the Carolinas, thence to Virginia and Kentueky. The most of 
them were by oceupation farmers. The family removed from Ken- 
tacky to [Hinois in the fall of 1556, and settled at Mt. Auburn, im 
Christian county, near where they now reside on the old home- 
farm, where the subjeet of our sketch spent his earlier years. 

John is the third child and son of a tamily of fourteen children, 
all of whom are still living. fis education was obtained in the 
eommon schools, where, by his diligence and industry, he qualified 
himsclf for teaching at the age of seventeen, which occupation he 
followed during the winter months, and continued to work for his 
father on the farm during the summer until of age. 

On the 15th of March, I876, he entered the law office of Ifou. 
John LB. Jonez, of Taylorville, and began the study of law, which he 
pursued with energy and zeal, aud was licensed to practice by the 
Supreme Court of the state, December 5d, 1878. In a most 
thorough written examination, our subject acquitted himself with 
unusual credit, receiving the highest grade in a class of seventeen 
applicants. On the first day of January, 1870, he was appointed 
Master in Chancery of Christian county by |Ton. IL. M. Vandeveer, 
one of the Judges of the Fitth Judicial Circuit, which position he 
stil] Hills with eredit. About the same time he formed a law part- 
nership with his preceptor, Mr. Jones, which has, to all appearances, 
proved both agreeable and profitable to both parties. Mr. Drennan 
is yet young in his profession, thongh his suecess so far has been 
quite flattering. He has a preterence for criminal law, in which, at 
this early period, he has manifested considerable tact and skill. He 
is studious in his habits and prompt in business matters. 

Politically he is an carnest worker in the democratic party. 

Ie ix a man of pleasing address, frank and open, though firm in 
his convictions of right. Quick, logical and resolute, possessing 
excellent qualities for combining forees. With these united, together 
with good executive ability, we predict for him an honorable and 
suecesstul career. 


ALL. CLARK (Deceasep), 
Was born in Christian county, Kentucky, May 22,1827. He came 
to Iinois about the year 1843. When he first came to the county, 
he worked for Dr J. UT. Clark. He afterward was deputy sheriff and 
constable. Ou the 19th of October, 1856, he was united in marriage 
to Miss Susan Young, daughter of Col Thos. 8. Young, au old set- 
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tler and prominent citizen of Christian county. By this union, 
there were cight children, five of whom are living, After Mr, 
Clark's marriage he continued deputy sheriff for two ycars, alter 
which he went to farming One year later he moved to Texas, and 
remained there for two and a half years. The climate in that state 
not proving healthful to him, he returned to Christian county, and 
purchased a farm on Bear creck, and re-engaged in cultivating the 
sui, During his residence in the township, he was a prominent 
man, and took an active part in local affairs, and was clected asses- 
In 1875 he received the 
nomination for the office of sherifl, and was elected in the following 
November. He then moved to Taylorville, and entered upon his 
term of office. Tn his physical make-up, Mr. Clark was not a stout, 
rugged man, and from this cause was unable to do much work upon 


sor and collector for five or six terms. 


a farm, but le was possessed of an indomitable will and ambition, 
and this sustained and kept him up. In December, 1879, he con- 
tracted typhoid pneumonia during the sitting of the cireuit court. 
Ue was slowly recovering from the attack, when a complication of 
disenses set in, and after a lingering and painful iluess of abont 
two months, he died February Ist, 1880. Even at his death le 
was in fall posscs-ion of all his mental faculties, and gave unmis- 
takable evidence of his firm belief in a future life, and the immor- 
tality of the soul. Ile was a man whe enjoyed the entire confidence 
and esteem of the people in the community where he lived. 
Tle was a respeeted member of the order of Odd Fellows, and was 
followed to his grave by the members, who paid the lust tribute to 
his memory and worth as a man. 


CAPTAIN & MchKNIGHT. 

Tue subject of this hiegraphieal sketch was born in Macoupin 
county, Hlinois, January 6th, 1844. This parents were natives of 
Virginia, and emigrated to Mlinois about the year 1830, settling 
in Greenfield, Greene county, Ul They subsequently — re- 
moyed to Scottville, in Macoupin county, and in 7859, to Girard, 
Macoupin county. Tis mother dicd in April, 1864, at the age of 
sixty-four years; his father died in April, 168, at the age of 
seventy-two years, 

Captain Meknight is the youngest of a family of ten children, 
nine of whom are now living. He reeeived a common school 
education in the schools of bis native county. At the age of 
seyentecn years, he centered a dry-goods store in Girard as clerk, 
and filled that position until Angust, 1862, when he enlisted asa 
private in Company H., One Hundred and Twenty-sceond Minos 
Infantry Regiment, Colonel John J, Rinaker commanding, The 
Regiment organized at Camp Palmer, Carlinville, and private 
MeKnight was clected First Sergeant of his Company. The 
Regiment was soon after ordered to the front, and remained in 
active service until the close of the war. Te participated in every 
engagement of the Regiment during its three years’ active service. 
On the Sist of Deecmber, 1862, he was promoted, and commissioned 
Second Licutenant of his Company, vice Licutenant Bristow, killed 
in hattle at Parker’s Cross Roads, in Teancssee. Tle served a short 
time as aid-de-camp on the Staff of Coloncl Mercer, of the Ninth 
Illinois Infantry, commanding a brigade in General Dodge’s 
Division, 16th Army Corps, but was relieved at his own request, 
and rejoined his regiment at Paducah, Kentucky, in the spring 
of 1864. Soon after his arrival at Padueab, he was appointed 
Assistant Inspector General on the statf of Colonel &. G. Tieks, 
commanding the Post, whieh position he filled until after the 
assault on) Fort Anderson at Padueah, March 24th, hy the 
Confederate forces, under the eommand of General Forrest. At 


this battle, afier the first repulse of the Confederates, he was sent 
out by Colonel Hicks with a flag ef truce to meet a Confederate 
Statl officer coming in with a flag of truce, hearing a demand from 
General Forrest for the unconditional surrender of the Fort and 
Federal forees, which demand was promptly refused by the gallant 
old Colonel, 8. G. Hicks, after which the Confederates made two 
more fieree and determined. but unsuccessful assaults on the Fort, 
suffering a loss of about one thousand killed and wounded. 
Colonel Hieks, in his official report of this engagement, makes 
special mention of the efficient and gallant services of Licutenant 
MelWKnuieht. 

Tle was soon after appointed Provost Marshal of the city of 
Paducah, which position he filled until June, 1864, when his 
regiment was ordered to Memphis, Tennessee, to join the forces 
uuder General A. J. Smith. He served with his company until 
December, when at Nashville, Tennessee, he was appointed Aid-de- 
camp on the Staff of Brevet Major General Kenner Garrard, 
commanding the Second Division of the 16th Army Corps, and in 
that capacity participated in the battles of Nashville, on the 15th 
aud 16th of December, 1864, when the Federal forees, under 
General George IL. Thomas, defeated and annihilated Hood’s army. 
Ile remained on the staff of General Garrard until the close of the 
war, and was breveted captain by the President for “ gallant and 
meritorious conduct during the campaign against the City of Mo- 
bile and its defences.” 

After he was mustered out of the service in August, 1865, he re- 
turned to Girard, Macovpin county, and engaged in the dry-goods 
business. On the 14th day of May, 166, he was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Virginia A., eldest daughter of B. Boggess, Esq., 
an old and prominent citizen of Girard, Ils. Three children have 
hallowed and blessed this union, two of whom are living, Emma 
Pearl and Robert Wade, aged respectively ten and six years. In 
1870 he removed to Taylorville, where he has continued in the dry- 
goods and carpet trade up to the present time. 

On the formation of the Ulinois National Guards, under the mili- 


tin laws of the state, he assisted in organizing a military company 
in Taylorville, known as the Taylorville Guards, company B, dth 
regiment, and was elected first hentenint, and in August, 1877, was 
eleeted and commissioned captain, rire Vandeveer promoted, and 
in July, ($74, resigned to accept a commission as captain and in- 
speetor of ritle practice, which position he now holds. 

Tle is a republican in politics, and east his first Presidential vote 
for Gen. U.S, Grant in 1868, and since that time has adhered to 
the fortunes and principles of that political organization. Since 
his residence here he has becn twiec eleeted President of the Board 
of Trustees of Taylorville, 

Captain Melxnight, in his intercourse with men, is a kind, genial, 
soeinble gentleman, and an enterprising, honorable business man, 
and as such, is esteemed by the entire community. 


IDI ee OR MET 

Tre Perry family, on the paternal side, are of Scotch ancestry. 
They came to America about the year 1793, and settled in North 
Carolina, subsequently removed to Kentucky, and at a later date, 
to Tennessee. Johu Perry, father of the subject of this sketeh, was 
a native of North Carolina, We married Anna Thompson. By 
this union there were ten children, scven of whom are living. Dr. 
A. L.is the youngest of the family. He was born October 22, 
1855. Me received a good education in the schools of his native 
state. When nineteen vears of age he entered the Grove Aeademy 
and reeeived an academic education. He then commeneed the 
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study of medicine, under Dr. Woodard, of Springfield, Robertson 
county, Tennessee. After making suitable progress, he centered the 
medical department of the Vanderbilt University, at Nashville. 
He remained there through the term, and then returned to Dr. 
Woodard’s office, where he continued pursuing his studies until 
September, 1876, when he entered Bellevue Hospital Medical Col- 
lege, at New Yoik, and graduated therefrom April Ist, 1878, with 
the degree of M.D. He stayed there until] June of the same 
year, and took private instruction in the wards of Bellevue Hospital 
under the tuition of Prof. E.G. Janeway, a noted and promi- 
nent physician of New York City. During the time he was 
iuttending the medical college he was also receiving private instruc- 
tion from competent teachers. 

In September, 1878, he came to Taylorville and commenced the 
practice of his profession, where he remuins to the present. Dr. 
Perry is as yet upon the threshold of bis professional life, but the 
prospects are bright for his attaining prominence in his chosen pre- 
fession. He early recognized that he who would attain eminence 
in the medical science, must be prepared to give his best thoughts, 
individual time, and whole energy to the work. Although he has 
had a thorough training in the best medical schools in the country, 
he realizes that he has entered upon a life-long study, and is there- 
fore a student yet. We predict for him more than passing success. 
Personally and socially, Dr. Perry possesses rare qualities, and by 
his upright and manly life, while a resident of Taylorville, has won 
an honorable name and endeared himself to a Jarge cirele of friends. 


ORRIN 8. NASH. 


Tu Nash family are natives of Massachnsctts, and are of English 
deseent. Robert 5. Nash, the father of the subject of this sketch, 
early engaged in the cultivation of the soil—a business in which he 
has continued for the greater portion of his life. In 1856 he came 
west and stopped for three years in Fon Du Lac, Wisconsin. In 1859, 
he remoyed his family and settled in Buckhart township, Christian 
county, Illinois. He farmed in that township until a few years 


cinct,” and was a part of Shelby county until the 
organization of Christian, in 1839, when it was included 
within the bounds of the new county. 

The precinct was formed June 5, 1845, by the county commis- 
sioners’ court, antl was bounded as follows: “Beginning at the &. 
E. corner of the county, thence west nine miles to the middle of 
range one west; then north six miles; thence cast nine miles to 
the place of beginning.” It included 54 sections, and took in 
“Bell’s Grove.” It derived its name from a smal] stream coursing 
through it, called Coal creek. Along its banks, stone coal is found 
outcropping in limited quantities. 

The name was changed to that of Pana Township, Sept. 2, 1856, 


ago, and at present resides in the village of Sharpsburg, in this 
eounty. 

He married Joanah Packard. By this uniou there were five 
children—three boys and two girls. Both girls are dead; one died 
in infancy and the other was grown to womanhood, and at the time 
of her death was the wife of J.C. Nerberger. The names of those 
living are Orrin &., Robert and Edwin C. Nash. 

Orrin . is the eldest ot the family. He was born in Franklin, 
Massachusetts, April 3d, 1845, He received an excellent educa- 
tion in the schools of his native state and in Fon Dn Lae, 
Wisconsin. After the arrival of the family in’ I}linois, his 
school days practically ended. At the age of twenty-two, he 
commenced farming in Taylorville township. Twe yvcars later he 
took another farm in section 5 of the same township, where he has 
continued to the present time. 

On the 23d of November, 1868, he was united in marriage to 
Mrs. Rachel 8. Miner. Her maiden name was Shepardson. She 
was a native of Massachusetts, but was a resident of Brattlchoro, 
Vermont, at the time of her marriage. She died June 6th, 1877, 
while on a visit east, where she had gone to be present at the 
“Golden Wedding” of her parents. There were two children horn 
to Mroand Mrs. Nash, viz: Edwin H. and May Lillian. The 
Jatter died in infaney. 

In 1874, Mr. Nash was appointed agent for the Springfield and 
South-Eastera railroad, now the Ohio and Mississippi railway, at 
Sharpsburg, which position he still retains. At the same date, he 
commenced trading aud stock shipping and grain buying, and from 
that time to the present he has been the business life of his village. 
Ife handles large quantities of grain and ships many car loads of 
live stock during the course of the year. 

In polities, he is a republican, and cast his first presidential vote 
for Abraham Lincoln, in 1864. Mr. Nash belongs to the wide- 
awake, enterprising business men. He is active and energetie, 
quick to decide, and unchangeable in his dceisions when once ma- 
tured. Tn all his business transactions and relations, he is regarded 
and known as an entirely trustworthy, honest and honorable man. 


on the petition of Mazon lrench, and thirty other legal voters, pre- 
sented to the county court by Milan S. Beckwith. 

The township is situated in the extreme south-east corner of the 
county, and comprises the whole of Township 11 North, Range 1 
Kast. 

It lies in latitude thirty-nine and a half degrees north, and in al- 
titude two hundred feet above the waters of the I]invis river. The 
dividing ridge, which causes the water to flow either to the IMlinois 
or Kaskaskia rivers, lies between Pana and Taylorville. 

The waters of this section of the county gravitate towards and 
cmpty into the Kaskaskia, a tributary of the Mississippi river. Lake 
Fork, Coal ereek, and two or three small streams take their rise in 
this township and flow to the Kaskaskia river. 
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The surface is a beautiful prairie; some parts, particularly the 
north-west, slightly undulating. 

The soil is a rich, black Joam, and highly productive. There 
ure 30,720 acres of Jand in the township, as organized, and almost 
every acre susceptible of cultivation. It is estimated at the present 
time that from 700,000 to 800,000 bushels of grain, including corn, 
oats aud wheat, are annually produced. 

There are three railroads passing through the township, all of 
which intersect at Pana. The THinois Central T. 1. runs ina north- 
ern direction; the Springfield division of O. & M, R. M1. enters it 
in the north-west corner and erosses in a south-east direction ; and 
the I. & St. L. LR passes through the center from east to west. 

With cighteen or twenty miles of railroad, all connected with 
important lines, and a soil rich and productive, Pana township 
has the elements for sustaining a large population. 


EARLY SETTLEMENTS. 


The first settlers of “Stone Coal Precinct’? were as follows: 
Jared Malin, Abram Milligan and Thomas Bell, who came in 1839; 
Henry H. Bond, Andrew Manson, Levi Hopson and Alfred Hop- 
son in 1840; Benjamin Girdon and Johi Abbott, in 1841 ; -Foseph 
edwards, James Edwards and William Pryce, in 1840. _Tgnatius 
Butler and John Hanson also eame at an carly date 

The first election was held at the house of Andrew Hanson, Aug. 
2.1845. Andrew JTansun, Thomas Bell, and Abram Milligan, 
were chosen first judges of the election, There were five voters in 
* Bell’s Grove,” residents of T. 1 west, who were attached to this 
precinct, making in all nineteen votes cast at the first eleetion. 
Before the organization of the preciuet, in 1845, the inhabitants 
voted at Taylorville. 

Mr. Pryce aeted as deputy tax collector in this preeinet in Is45, 
and the whole amount of tax that year amounted to $7.60, 

The tirst marriages were Wm. Pryce to Mary Jane Edwards, 
Feb. 15, 1844; aud Wm. Buzan to Jane Gurdon, Sept. Ist, 1545, 
by Rev. Miles TIT. Abbott. 

A notable event of that early day was the Joeating of a county 
road, from Taylorville to “Stone Coal Preeinet.” By this move- 
nient fraternal relations were established between this seetion and 
the county seat. Joseph Wlwards, Andrew Hanson, and Win, 
Hamner were appointed Commissioners at the September term of 
the eounty court in 1846. They viewed and loeated the road in 
November of the same year. It was surveyed by county surveyor 
William A. Goodrich, and Wm. Pryee and Henry IT. Bond acted 
as chairmen, The survey began near the south-east corner of the 
county, and was run in a dircet line to Taylorville, only making 
the head of Locust creck timber a point in the route. After its 
establishment, a furrow was run to mark more defimtely the sur- 
vey and to guide the traveler over the wide uninhabited prairie. 

“Stone Coal” post-office was established im 1854, and Milan 8. 

Seckwith was appointed the first post-master. Tt was first located 
close to the Central railroad, below Vana, in Beekwith’s store 
shanty, in which was kept a small stock of store goods, which was 
subsequently moved tu Pana. 

In 1848, Henry IE. Bond, Jacob Wanson and Ignatius Butler 
were elected its first echao) trustees. At the first enumeration of 
children under the school Jaw, there were only eighteen; but with 
the advent of railroads in 1854, the population rapidly increased, 
and a further census of the ehildren in 1856 exhibits the formation 
of three sehool distriets, viz: No. 1 had cightecn; No. 2, 118, and 
No. 3, 116, making a total of 256. The number of districts have 
sinee Inereased to more than double, and all have neat, comfortable, 
and well furnished schoo!-houses. 


At one period in the history of this township, an effort was made 
to seeede from Christian, and re-attaeh itself to Shelby eounty. This 
movement, however, was made before the days of railroads, or the 
existence of Pana; at a time when miles of unsettled territory 
intervened between it and the county-seat; and when indiffer- 
enee seemed to characterize the movement as to whether they went 
or stayed, as was manifested by the vote. But the inhabitants 
moved with a determined will in order to etfect their purposes. A. 
majority of the legal voters petitioned the legislature to pass an en- 
abling act to aid in the transfer of township eleven, one east, from 
Christian to Shelby county. The act was passed February 15, 1851, 
directing an eleetion to he held in the two counties on the first 
Monday of July, of the same year, to vote fur or against the 
measure. 


In Christian County, forsecessinn,. . . . 6 1... - » - » « « Lf voter: 
AGNINSE: | do fa ee ee es ee ee ee a 8 
Tn-ShelbyiCotn ty for reecivine dt, cs cee eee) a) cree noe eesemeew | 007mm 
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The following are the first land entries in this township as shown 
on the county reeords: Jan. 6, 1856, D. 8. and .}. Greenough, W. 
half of N. W. quarter, section 24, elgbty aeres; Jan. 23, 1836, J.5. 
Hayward and C Holmes, Jr, W. half of 8, E. quarter, section 34, 
eighty acres; Feb. 3, 1536, J. Black and J. B. Stapp, lot 1,5. W. 
qnarter, seetion 50, eighty aeres; Jot 1,$. W. quarter, section 19, 
eighty acres, and lot 2, 8. W. quarter, seetion 19, 115 16-100 acres. 


CITY OF PANA.* 

The city of Pana is situated near the center of T. 11 N. R11 E., 
on sections 15, 16, 2f and 22. It is the junction of the Indianapolis 
& St. Louis, Winois Central, and Springfield division of the Ohio 
and Mississippi rathroads. 

The history of this eity dates back to the building of the Ilinois 
Central railroad through this township in 1853-54. It was sur- 
veyed by C. A, Manners, for David A. Neal, at that time president of 
the 1. C. 2.1. company. The plat was recorded January 16, 1855. 
Additional plats were made the following year by P. C. Huggins, 
then in the interest of the Alton & Terre Iaute road, and also by 
John S, Uayward, the owner of large landed interests in the town- 
ship. 

The trains first began running on the J.C. 2. 1R., Mareh 24th, 
1855, und it was not long after that the A. & T. H.W. It. was com- 
pleted and in operation as far as Pana. 

During the construction of the Flinois Central railroad there 
was a cabin erected, There seems to be a difference of opinion as 
to who moved the next building here, whether it was M.S. Beek- 
with or D. Kineaid. Each of them had shanties moved to this 
point, and were the first merchants. However, we are inclined to 
think that M.S. Beckwith was first to move his shanty here, whieh 
was In 1874, from Beek’s creck or “Stone Coal” post office. Mr. 
Beckwith kept in it a small stock of general store goods, and was 
also post-master. Kineaid and Trench had a small house, on 
wheels, which stood at the foot of the knoll in front of the freight 
honse, in which they sold groceries, whisky, ete. They subse- 
quently erected a store-house north of the Walsh-Beckwith bnild- 
ing, and opened a more complete stock of goods, E. P. Sanders 
built and opened a store, south of the old Beckwith house corner ; 
Michael Walsh, A. G. Neel and ITuggins and Edwards also built 
and opened stores in their respective order, M.S. Beckwith bought 
out Walsh, and in June, 1856, Major Little bought out Beekwith ; 


*We are indebted to J, KF. Southwick, Esq., and Judge J. H Dawdy, for data furnished 
ns for the writing of this history. 
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and about the same time J. W. Dawdy bought out Wincaid and 
Freneh. 

John 1. Patton, Cornelius H. Tunison, and John Forchope were 
the first settlers. 

John Forehope was the first blacksmith, and most probably 
built the first dwelling-house. Tt was small, and constructed in 
shanty style, boarded up, and was burned in the spring of 1898. 
This was the first fire in Pana. 

Widow Patton erected the second dwelling-house, and the third 
was a hotel built by W. H. Glas-gow, on the north side of the rail- 
road, known afterwards as the “ Litter TTouse.”’ 

In 1856, A. G. Neel bought Jumber tn Decatur, and erected a 
store-house, between the Beckwith house and Major Little’s store, 
and opened a stock of goods in it April 3, of the same year. 

In 1856-57, the town began to inercase rapidly in population 
and wealth, quite a number of dwellings and stores having been 
erected; and the place began to assume a business-like appearance, 
On the 13th of June, 1857, a terrible and destructive tornado swept 
over the southern part of the couaty, and in its course destroyed 
nearly one half of Pana, and did serious damage to the crops 
throughout the township. 

There was a paper established in 1857, edited and published by 
M.S. Beekwith. 

The first steam mill was built by Slack & McCoy, and com- 
meneed operation Wednesday, Feb. 5, 1853. 

J.C. Helmick opened the first banking-house in Pana, in July, 
1866. This was also the first bank in the county. 

There was a fruit eanning establishment erceted here in 1872, 
known as “The Pana Brauch of the Alden Frnit Preserying Com- 
pany.” It was a stock company with $25.000 capital. The build- 
ing was consumed by fire in July, 1876, and the machinery after- 
wards sold to parties at Springfield for $550. 

For many years sehool was kept in the “Short House,” whieh 
was purchased by the school district for $2000. 

Dr. Failing and W.S. Fleming, directors, contracted fur the east, 
and first school-house, August 11, 1858. 

There are at present two maguiicent and commodious three story 
brick sehool buildings, surmounted with cupolas, which are monu- 
ments of beauty, and have accommodations for one thousand 
scholars. The east side house cost $30,000, and the west side $22,000, 

The early settlers manifested a dectded interest in religious in- 
struetion; consequently churches were organized and houses for 
religious worship were erected as the number of inhabitants required 
them. 

The date of the organization of the churches, and the time when 
their houses for worship were dedicated, is as follows: 

The Presbyterian chureh was organized in 1856, and their house 
for religious worship was dedicated in 1860. 

The Methodist church was organized in 1855, and their house for 
religious worship was dedicated in 1867. 

The Catholic church was organized in 1854, and their house fur 
religious worship was dedicated in 1865. 

The German Evangelical church was organized in 1866, and 
their house for religious worship was dedicated in 1867. 

The Baptist church was organized in 1858, and their house for 
religious worship was dedicated in 1867, 

The United Pre-byterian church was organized in 1866, and 
their house for religious worship was dedicated in 1871. 

The Southern Methodist chureh was organized in 1870, and their 
house for religious worship was dedicated in 1872. 

The Christian church was organized in 1857 and re-organized in 
1875. They have no house for religious worship. 


The city of Pana has been under three different corporations, viz: 
first under the genera} law as a village, chartered iu the winter of 
1856-57 ; under a special charter in 1867, and again under the 
general city and yillage law in May, 1877. 

The first election was held on the 10th day of March, 1807, for 
town officers, and resulted in the election of A. Monroe, President ; 
James Martin, W. Tl. Glassgow, L. F. Shepherd and W. B. Little, 
as Trustees. 

The first officers under special charter, eleeted March §, 1867, 
were: Wm. J. Jordan, Mayor; Wim. T. Dobbs, City Judge ; Amos 
A. Rhodes, City Clerk; J. W. Kitehell, City Attorney; F. M. 
Malone, City Marshal. .Aldermen in first ward—E. A. Humphrey, 
W. W. Watkin ; second ward—W. A. Newcomb, Joha De Lane. 

The present city officers are:—F. W. Stockbridge, Mayor; 8. C. 
Wagener, David Overholt, E. Bassett, Win. Elgin, James Coreoran 
and Juhn Robb, Aldermen; Wm. Nelleger, City Attorney; J. U1. 
Dawdy, Police Magistrate; E. Davis, Clerk; 0. (ossman, 
Treasurer; §&. V. Roseberry, City Marshal; Howard Randsall, 
Street Commissioner. 

The city hal! was ercoted in 1870. It is a neat and substantial 
brick building, three stories high. There is a court-room, and offices 
for the city officers, and the business of the city is transacted here. 

Little more than twenty-six years have passed since the decr and 
prairie wolf held sway, and now there is a busy population of about 
tour thousand, possessing the aspect of a thriving and prosperous 
community. Tts long blocks of stores ; neat and substantial churehes ; 
mills and manuficturing establishments; its mammoth St. James’, 
and other hotels, together with many beautiful private residences, and 
public sechools—all are truly wonderful and appear more the work 
of magic than reality, and furnish striking proof of the marvellous 
growth of this portion of the county. 

The representatives to the state legislature from Pana were: Dr. 
James Finley, J. C. Wagler and Levi Scott. 

The po t-masters sinee the establishment of the post-offiecat Pana 
have been, M. & Beckwith, A. G. Neel, O M. Baldwin, J. W. 
White, M Bird, A. C. Vandewater and E C Reese. 


LODGES. 


The following are the secret societics in Pana: 

Pana Lodge, No, 22, A. FL& A, M., was organized in 1856, and 
chartered October 7, 1856. The eharter members numbered seven. 
The first officers were—J. Guilford, W. M.; T. Short, 8. W.; U1. 
Hobson, J. W. 9 The present officers are—S. V. Coulter, W. MT. ; 
Chas, Wall, 8. W.; Chas. Simmons, J W. The Lodge is in a 
flourishing condition This is all the information the scerctary 
could give us. 

Pana Chapter, No, 115, Re A MC, was granted under dispensa- 
tion in the fall of 1867, and chartered Octuber 9, 1868. © Number 
of charter members were nineteen. The first officers were—©. IT. 
Paddock, IL. P.; L. Johnson, King; W. W. Watkins, Scribe. 
Present officers are—O HI. Paddock, H. P.; 8. C. Wagener, Ning ; 
samuel Crabtree, Scribe. 

The Adar Lodge, No. 334, 1. O. O. F., was chartered October 9, 
1865. The number of charter members were six. The first ofticers 
were—N. B. Jacoby, P. G. Deputy; J. W. Stark, N. G.; W. T. 
Dobbs, V. G.; J. F. Harmer, Secretary ; J C. Helmiek, Treasurer. 
The pre-cut officers are—Wim. Wansbrough, P. G. Deputy; C. 
Wall, N. G.; 8S. T. Bradley, V. G ; Wim. Wansbrough, Ree'd 
Seeretary ; J. L. Robb, Per. Seerctary ; L. Adams, Treasurer. The 
lodge is in a flourishing condition. 

Halle of Arminia Lodge, No. 610, 1. O. O. F., was chartered 
March 10, 1876. There were ten charter members. The following 


lit HISTORY OF CHIASTIAN COUNTY, JEU EVOTN. 


were the first officers :—W. Stuhlmann, P?.G. Deputy ; O. Gossmann, 
NG OC. schwartz, VeG st Ne Franke secretary: i: 
SehlHierbach, Treasurer, The present officers are as follows:—T. A. 
Gossmann, P. 4. Deputy ; John SchHet, V. G2; RB. Walti, Secre- 
tary; F. Henge, Treasurer. The lodge contracts all business in the 
German Ianguage, and is in good standing. 

Pani Lodge, No, 45, Ancient Order United Workmen, was 
chartered February 28, 1877. There were thirty-cight charter 
members. The first ofheers were :—D. M. Wichols, P. M. W.; 0. 
Tl. Paddock, M. W.; R. M. Henderson, G. Fl; W. I. Scott, O.; 
F. O. Paddock, Reed ; E. C. Reese, F.; RC. Coyner, Ree’y. 3 Ted. 
F. Yamelle, GQ; L.8. Tam, I. W.; Frank Forbes, 0. W. Present 
officers ure:—D. W. Barris, 2. M. W.; DP. AT. Nichols, M. W.; Is. 
Wacener, G, FL; E. Weddle, O; Frank Forbes, Ree'd ; B.C. Coy- 
ner, Ree'y.; I. 8. Davis, F.; Thomas Upchurch, G.; Chas. Cutter, 
1. W.; Phillip Jageman, O. W. 

Below is a Hist uf the present busi: ess houses and manufacturing 
institutions. 

BANKS. 

The banking-house of H N. Schuyler was established in Janu- 
ary, 1876. It is considered a very safe and reliable institution. 

A bank was established by W. E Hayward, July 1, 1867. Ie 
discontinucd banking in November, I878, and has since been en- 
gaged in the Real Estate and Broker business. 


> MILLS AND ELEVATORS. 

The Central Mills and Elevator, owned and operated by Over- 
holt Bros., has a run of three burrs, with a capacity of 60 hbs. per 
day (12 hours). The elevator in connection is constructed for 
handling all kinds of grain, with a capacity of 25,000 bushels of 
corn, and 40,000 bushels of wheat. The mill is a three and one-half 
story frame building, and was erected by Eh Jacobs in 1863. The 
elevator was erected by Overholt Bros. in 18638, 


PANA CITY MILLS. 
Was erected by Messrs. Miller, Greorge & Minnis, in 1876, It is 
a brick building, three and one half stories high, There is a run 
of fonr burrs, with a eapaeity of 60 bbs. per day (12 hours), and is 
operated by A. Miller & Co. 


LLEVATORS. 

The elevator creeted by Joel Beckwith, in 1870, is now owned 
and operated by S. M. Haywood. — It is constructed for handling 
all kinds of grain, and has a capacity of 10,000 bushels, 

In 1874, Jacob Kremer, built an elevator for handling all kinds 
of grain, with a capacity of 20,000 bushels. 
operated by Tilton Hemsley & Co. 


It is now owned and 


THE DOOR, SAS FACTORY AND PLANING MILL, 
Was ereeted in 1866, by Wood & Laton. 
by Dutton Wood, 
There are also two Planing Mills; oue is run by A. Parker, the 
other by D. T. Davis. 


THE OUIO AND MISSISSIPPI RAILROAD COMPANY'S SITOPs, 
(SPRINGFIELD DIVISION), 


It is at present run 


These shops were ereeted by the Springficld, Hlinois and South- 
Eastern Railroad Company, in 1873. The O. & M. Company took 
possession in I87G. They do all kinds of general repairing and re- 
building. There are about one hundred and fifty men emploved, 
under the supervision of I. IX. Sechler, division master mechanic, and 
A.V. Coulter, division master ear builder. 


HOTELS. 


The St. Jumes’ Hotel, was erected by Juhn S. Tlayward, in 1867, 
and was first opened by D. Turnbolt, as the “ Turnbolt Hfouse.” 


The name was subsequently changed to St. James’ Hotel, and is now 
kept by Col, J, A. Wayward, the present owner of the property. 
The house is built of brick, three stories high, with marble 
floors, and has eighty rooms, with accommodations fur more than 
160 guests. It has ladies and gentlemen’s separate bath-rooms, par- 
lors, reading and smoking-rooms, saloon and billiard-hall, and all 
the modern improvements, and a most complete kitcheu. The house 
ix nicely furnished, and Hghted throughout with gas. An elegant 
view of this hotel may he seen on another page. 

The Harrison House, Mrs. Matilda [arrison, proprictor. 

Central Hotel, James Dalton, proprietor. 

Kentucky House, J. ©. Stout, proprietor. 

Hall House, G. Vyaus proprictor. 


HAYWARD'S OPERA HOUSE, 

Few places the size of Vana can boast of su fine a little theatre as 
the one above-mentioned. It has a seating capacity of 815. The 
stage is 24x00 feet, furnished with a full set of scenery hy Noxon, 
of the Olympic Theatre, St. Louis. The house is lighted with gas, 
and heated by two wood furnaces. See interior view on another page. 


PHYSICIANS. 

The leading Physicians in Pana are:—Geo. W. Patton, Jacob 
Huber, J. H. Dodge, IE. I. Deming, Salem Dickey, .A. E. Eversole, 
L D. Higgins, 11. Ti. Hall. T. IL. MeCoy, dentist. 

There are three weekly newspapers published in Pana, viz:— 
Gazette, Palladium and Argus. 


BUSINESS HOUSES. 

Dry Goods, Clothing, Boots and Shoes —S. C. Wagener, George 
V. Panwell, Beekenhimer, Goldstine & Co., J. R. Race & Co. 

Grocery,—dJames Babeoek, Jacob Born, Jewell & Moseley, 
Jageman & McElroy, W. L Dowling, J. B. Shaffer, M. J. Jones, 
Neweomb Bros, J. C. Ellis, Casey & Cos, Wm. Howard, and 
Griffith Evans. 

Hardware, Stoves and Tinwire-—Lewis Jchle, Wm. Stuhlman, 
A.B. Corman, IT. Buell. 

Furnitnre.-—Hess & Bros., A. B. Corman, 

Clothing und Gents’ Furnishing Goods—Ilsaac Kempner. 

Drugs. —K C. Coyner, P. M. Nichols, O. Gossman & Bro., L. D. 
Higgins. 

Jewelry.— August Reher, A. J. Keeney. 

Books and Stationery.—J, M. Aker. 

Confectionery, Bakery and Restanrants—Jacob Alhime, Lewis 
Paul, James Methven. 

Boots and Shoes.—Merrill & Neely, Wm. Conklin & Co. 

Hurness.— Lewis Schlierbach, J. C. Woodside. 

Leather.—N. WKelliger. 

Cigars —VP. L. Veiling, A. Smith, RN. Forbes, John Lem- 
berger. 

Photograph Gallery.—J. V. Uover. 

Agricultural Implements —O. IE. Paddock, Cox & Swim, F. W. 
Stockbridge. 

Land Agents—R. C. Couch, J I Dawdy, G. 1. Ladd. 

Loan and Insurance .bgents—O. M. Baldwin, I. M. lenderson, 
James H. Yarnell. 

Sewing Muehine .lgents.—Frank Sehnitzer, N. D. Lamareaux. 

Undertakers.—J. Ei. Neely, U. Nirkpatrick. 

Merchant Tailors.— J.T. Albright, H. Pratt, J. Freich. 

Millinery and Dress-muking.—Myrs. S. P. Mooney, Misses B & 
EE. Millard, Mrs. George Belnap. 

Huy Dealers— 1), E. MeGarrah, D. M. Keys. 

Wholesale Gunpouder Dealers. —I. C. Reese & Bro. 
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Ive Dealer.—Jolhn Shatter. 

Coul Deulers.—Rvese Bros., O. Hf. Paddock, Cox & Swim. 

Marble Yurds.—T. U1. Scott, Smith & Walker. 

Lumber Yurds.—R. Johns, Dutton Wood. 

Wagon and Carriage Fuctory—J & W. Corcoran, P. Molz, M. 
Siler. 

Machine Shop and Wagon Fuctory—Hawker & Combest. 

Muchine Shop.—John Teed & Son. 

Foundry and Machine Shop.—John Emery. 

Tile Factories—Jasper Randolph, T. J. Bernard, Vidler «& 
Houston. 

Saw Mill. —Nobert Johns. 

Pop Manufuctory—F. Webber & Bro. 

Livery Stables.—T. TP. Clark, Henry Barkshire. 

Shoe Shops—Richard Miller, J. I. Mellon, Frank Schnitzer, 
Wm. Vickerage. 

Carpenter Shops—Chas. Lyman, John Neely, T. Raymond. 

Cooper Shops —Mrs. John Sanbach, John Gartland, J. [forn. 

Blacksmith Shops.—sehwartz & Maise, John Schafer, V. Steller, 
Peter Troutman. 

Barber Shops.—Vatrick Smith, E. Wagner. 

Butcher Shops —B. Hegle, Sanders & Runkle, W. PF Fisher. 

Suloons.—Cody & Galvin, Fleming & Morefield, L. Pane, W. It. 
Abrell, R Prankey, Kuhu & Emery. 

We subjoin a list of Township Officers. 

Supervis B. Little, elected 1866; J. H. Hawker, 


1867; Joel Beekwith,1868, re-elected 1869-70; A. C. Vandewater, 

1871; W.B. Little, 1572; Mr. Lawrence, 1873; G. J. Ladd, 1875, 
and « re-eleetion held the office til] 1879; Wm. J. Jordan, 1879; 
E. 8. Davis, 1850. 

Assessors —J. 1. Walker, 1876; 5. 8. Vrooman, 1877, re-elected 
1878; J. D. White, 1879, re-elected 1880, 

Collectors —Wm. J. Jordan, elected 1866; Andrew Brishew, 1867; 
G. J. Ladd, 1863; A.G. Neel, 1860; W. H. Topping, 1870; J. V. 
Roseberry, 1871, re-clected 1872; I. Thomas Mull, 1875; 8. V. 
Rosenberry. 1874, re-elected 1875; W. Tribbett, 1876; C. A. 
Overholt, 1877, re-cleeted 1878; Wm. Tribbett, (879, re-clected 
1850. 

Town Clerks. —F. O. Paddoek, 1876; A. W. Parker, 1877; E. 
S. Davis, 1878, re-elected 1879; Charles Nadenbus-h, 1880. 

Justices of the Peace.—Albert G. Neel and Jolin H. Dawdy, 
elected in 1866; HM. J. Atkins and G. I. Ladd, 1s60; A. G. Neel 
and John EH. Dawdy, re-elected in 1870; Joseph N. Patton, J. E. 
Southwick, Isaae F. Colby and A. Gt. Neel, 1876; J. E. Southwick, 
J.N. Patton and A. G Neel, re-elected 1577; J. D. White, 

Commissioners of Highways.—W. A Webber, 1876; T. J. Lester, 
1877 ; Daniel Keys, 1878; Fletcher Anderson, 1879; J. H. Smith, 
JS30. 

Constubles—W. J. Jordan, G. W. Mel<ee and John P. William- 
son, eleeted in 1873; G. F. Buckles, 1874; J. H Pratt, Is76; B. 
C. Cochran, J. P. Chapman, W. J. Jordan and Henry Jehle, 1877; 
Jad. Pratt, (879% WW. Uarvey, 1580. 
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JOHN Ey NERY, 

Amone the many men who have contributed to the building up 
of the city of Pana, stands the name of the subject of this sketch. 
Tle ia a native of Chester connty, Pennsylvania, and was born 
March 19th, 1828. The Neely family, on the paternal side, are of 
Seotch and German ancestry, and on the maternal side Welsh. 
William Neely, the father, was a farmer, and lived and died in 
Chester county, Penna. Wis death oecurred in February, 1878. 
The mother died in 1852. There were eight children in the family, 
seven of whom have survived the parents, John E.is the eldest of 
the family. Ile received a good education in the common schools 
of his state. At the age of eighteen he commenced his apprentice- 
ship to the carpenter trade, and worked at the business during his 
sojourn in his native county. 

On the Ist of September, 1556, he was united in marriage to 
Miss Mary A. Millard, a native of the same connty and state. In 
the spring of 1858, he came west and settled in Pana. At that 
time the town had been laid out but a few years, and it was 
yet in its infancy. Since Mr. Neely has been there he has seen it 
grow froma small railroad station toa city of four thousand inhabi- 
tants. From the low, irregular wooden buildings that then gave 
the or appearance of a frontier village, it has passed to a 


_-_ 


city with regular streets, flanked on each side with large and com- 
modious brick business houses, and dotted over with clegant and 
costly private residences. He has perhaps constructed a greater 
number of houses, and contributed more to this new appearance 
of things, than any other man in Pana, 

In 1860, he added the undertaking business to that of carpenter 
and builder, and while he contributed much by his work to the 
comfort of the living, he has also prepared and laid away many of 
Pana’s citizens in the silent city of the dead. 

In politics he was furmerly an old line whig, and as sueh he cast 
his first presidential vote for Gen. Winfield Scott in 1852. After 
the abandonment of the whig party, and the formation of the re- 
publican, he joined that organization, and is still an admirer of its 
principles. 

Tlis marriage has been blessed with five children, three of whom 
are living. Their names are Ida AL, William B., and Anna E, 
Neely ; Ella died at the age of fourteen years, and William Ilow- 
ard died in infancy. 

His estimable wife is a member of the M. E. Church. Mr. 
Neely is much respected, and the circle of his frieuds are as wide 
as his acquaintance, 
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THe subject of the following biographical sketch was horn in 
Wayne county, Ohio, August Ist, 1840. His parents, John and 
Sarah MeQuigg, are natives of county Antrim, Ireland. They 
came to America in 1838, and settled in Wayne county, Ohio, 
where they still reside. There are nine children in the family, all 
of whom are living and have reached maturity. James C. is the 
third son and sixth in the family. He was raised upon his father’s 
farm. His educational] advantages in youth were superior to many 
others reared under similar circumstances. Le attended a school 
in his neighborhood known as the “ People’s College,’ which, while 
organized and supported under the Free School system of the State, 
in its scholarship was advanced to as high a standard as that 
of academics. This was owing to the liberality and advanced ideas 
of some of the leading citizens of that particular locality, who con- 
tributed from their private funds to support the school. At that 
school Mr. McQuigg made rapid advancement, and became profi- 
cient in the higher branches of mathematics, and also made con- 
siderable progress in Latin and other languages. In his nineteenth 
year he entered the Fredericksburg Academy, in Wayne county, 
where he remained until the breaking out of the war. The first 
eall for troops to put down the rebellion was made and young Me- 
Quigg was among the first to respond to the call. He entered asa 
private under the three months call, in the 4th Ohio Regt. Co. .A, 
Col. Gibbon commanding. The regiment was ordered to West Vir- 
ginia. They returned home, however, a short time before their 
time expired. On the 16th of August, 1861, he enlisted as a pri- 
vate for three years in Co. G, 16th Regt. Ohio Vols. He remained 
with his regiment and participated in every battle in which it was 
engaged, till May, 1863, when he was wounded in one of the as- 
saults on the works before Vicksburg. The wound disabled him 
for further military duty, and he was honorably discharged from 
the service. Hercturned to his home in Ohio, and during the same 


year entered the Vermillion College, at Hayesville, Ohio, where he 
remained until the fall of 1865. He entered for the classical 
course, exeept Greek, substituting therefore the study of German. 
His failure to study Greek prevented his graduation. He then 
went to Ann Arbor, Michigan, and entered the law department of 
the Michigan University, and graduated therefrom in the spring of 
1867, with the degree of Bachelor of Laws. He returned home, 
and on the Sth of May, 1567, in the District Court of Columbus, 
he was admitted to the bar. Ile then came west to Illinois and 
located in Pana, where he formed a law partnership with A. C. Me- 
Millan, which continued for six months, after which he resumed 
the practice alone up to the present. As a lawyer Mr. MeQuigg 
has been very successful in the practice, and ranks high among the 
best in Christian county. On the 8th of June, 1869, he was united in 
marriage to Miss Marian Patton, daughter of Wm. R. Patton. Her 
parentage isSeoteh-Lrish. She was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
but has been a resident of [Illinois since 1851. This union has been 
blessed by two children, 2 boy and girl, named Myron W., and 
Florence McQuigg, aged respectively ten and four years. 

Mr. MeQuigg is an active member of the republican party, 
although not a partisan, only so far as to exercise the right of suf 
frage, and in keeping prominent the principles of that political or- 
ganization. In all local or county elections he takes an active part. 
Tu 1876 he was the candidate on the republican ticket for the office 
of State’s Attorney, and although his party was in a hopeless mino- 
rity in the county, yet so vigorous was his eampaign, and such was 
his popularity, that he was defeated by only eighty-three votes, 
while the balance of the republican ticket was beaten seven hun- 
dred and eighty-six votes. This fact testifies in the strongest man- 
ner possible his standing as a man and lawyer in the county. In 
his manners he isa pleasant and agreeable gentleman. His cha- 
racter as a citizen is above reproach. 
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Tue Hayward family on the paternal side is a very old one in 
the history of Massachusetts. They are the descendants of the 
Pilerim fathers who fled from religious persecution in the old 
world to make their home in the new, where they could hold com- 
munion and worship their God according to the dictates of their 
own conscience. They landed in Massachusetts in the year 1838. 
John 8. Hayward, the father, was born in Plymouth, In his 
younger years he was an accountant in one of the large business 
houses of Boston, where he gained the entire confidence of his em- 
ployers, which, in after years, was of au incalculable advantage 
to him in a financial point of view, as it enabled him to purchase, 
upon long time, large stocks of goods of more than treble the value 
of all his, then, limited wealth. This contidenee thus reposed in 
him was never violated, aud it assisted him in laying the founda- 
tion of his future wealth. In 1832 he came west, on a tour of ob- 
servation. He returned east, and in 1834 removed his family west, 
and settled in Hillsboro, Montgomery county, where he remained 
until his death, in May, 1869. He engaged in a merchandizing 
business until 1852, when he sold out and gave his exclusive atien- 
tion to real estate transactions, in which he had, prior to that time, 
been heavily engaged. In order to give the reader a proper idea of 
the extent of his real estate transactions, it is only necessary to 
mention that he was the owner at one time of 85,000 acres, and was 
perhaps at the time the largest landed proprietor in America, 

In 1840 he married Harriet F. Comstock. She was a native of 
Hartford, Connecticut. She died in 1874. There were seven 


children by this marriage, two of whom have survived the parents, 
William E., and John A., the subject of this sketch. The former 
a prominent business man and eapitalist of Pana. 

Col. J. A. Wayward was born in Fillsboro, Montgomery county, 
Illinois, October 12th, 1848. Tn his youth he was an invalid, and 
therefore lost the opportunity of receiving such an education as his 
circumstances in life would permit. His entire schooling was re- 
ceived in Hillsboro Aeademy, and ended with his seventeenth 
year. This defect in his early training, and lost opportunities in 
youth has been, to a certain extent, remedied in his maturer years 
by his habits of close observation, love of reading, and retentive 
memory. This mental endowments are naturally of a bright and 
high order, and his quiek mind receives impressions with an apti- 
tude and retentiveness that belongs to the higher grade of intellect. 
Although not enjoying the usual facilities for acquiring an education, 
his knowledge of men and things, and information of events, past 
and present, is superior to many who make far greater pretensions. 

In 1867 he removed to Pana and engaged in the hardware trade, 
at which he continued with success until 1870, when he entered the 
brokerage business, and seon after engaged in private banking in 
connection with Henry N. Schuyler, Esq. The partnership con- 
tinued until 1875, when he retired from the bank in order to give 
his attention to his farms and other business which had hecome 
large, and reyuired careful personal supervision. He also took 
charge of the St. James’ Ilotel, a valuable business property belong- 
ing to him. We may add that under Col. Hayward’s judicious 
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and vigorous management the “St. James’’ has gained an enviable 


reputation asa first-class hotel, An exterior and interior view of 


this splendid hostelry can be seen on another page of this work. 
Perhaps, however, that which has given Col. Hayward'’s name the 
widest notoriety is his connection with the show business—* Col. 
Hay ward's Minstrels,” “Col. Hayward’s Cireus and Show Combi- 
nation ” are well known in the amusement world. lis connection 
with the show lusiness commeneed about 1871, and since that time 
he has catered with exeellent taste to the amusement of the people 
of the West. His love for the drama and desire to please the people 
of Pana, induced him to arrange and fit up a superb Opera House, 
and furnish it throughout with elegant furniture, and every con- 
venience for the accommodation of the public, and also arranged the 
stage and made it of such proportions that the standard operas, 
dramas and spectacular plays could be produced here as well as 
upon the stages in metropolitan cities, An interior view of this 
elegant opera house ean be seen on another page. In polities Col. 
Tlayward is a stanch and reliable republiean. His first presi- 
dential vote was east for Gen, U.S. Grant, and all subsequent clec- 
tions have found him trne to his first impressions and teachings in 
the school of politics. Te is fearless in the defense of his ideas, as 
was sufliciently attested in the election that followed the enfran- 
chisement of the negro, under the Tifteenth Amendment to the 
Constitution. The conferring of the privilege of franchise, and the 
exereise of the right of suffrage by the negro, was exceedingly un- 
popular with a large majority of the citizens of Pana and vicinity, 
so mach so, that an organized force was present at the polls to 
prevent it, but notwithstanding this force, Col. Hayward demanded 
that they should be allowed to vote, and should be protected in the 
exercise of their rights, and defied the mob to prevent the eolored 
citizens of Pana trom depositing their ballots in the box. In the 
face of the mob, and under his protcetion, the first ballot ever cast 
in Pana by a negro was safely deposited in the ballot box, and 
counted the same as any other .American citizen. fis bold stand 
for the right under such circumstances made him hosts of friends, and 
demonstrated his nerve and pluck, and love of fair play. In order 
that the republican party might havea more effective organization 
in this section of the State, he, in January, 1880, purchased the 
Argus, a demoeratic newspaper, and converted it into an exponent 
of republican principles. ITe fitted up the office at considerable ex- 
pense, with new type, steam presses, material, and the modern im- 
provements, and also introduced measures which infused into it a 
spirit of enterprise that rapidly brought it up, until now it Is recog- 
nized as the ablest and most influential newspaper in this Congres- 
sional District. 

In 1875 the organization of the Hlinois National Guards began. 
Col. Hayward was solicited to organize a company, which he did, 
and was elected captain. The State then organized the companies 
into regiments. Upon this organization Mr. Mayward was elected 
Colonel of the Sth Regiment National Guards, a position he filled 
with honor to himself and credit to the State. 

He is an honorable member of the ancient order of Free Mason- 
ry, and has acceptably filled various offices in that order. Te 
is alsu a member of the [. O. O. F. 

On the 3d of October, 1871, he was united in marriage to Miss 
Flora M. Rood. She was born in Springfield, Mass., but was a resi- 
dent of Illinois since 1853; her father, fk. D. Rood, is now a resi- 
dent of Milwaukee, Wis. This marriage has been blessed with 
four children, three of whom are living, all girls, and exceedingly 
bright and beantiful children ; their names are: Annie, Lora, aud 
Tone Hayward. In conelusion, Col. Hayward is a kind-hearted 
man, full of generous impulses, and ever ready to lend a helping 


hand, and help others over the rough and rugged places that beset » 
life’s pathway. He is a genial, pleasant man of good address and 

easy conversational powers, and bears about him the impress of a 

gentleman. Tn all bis dealings he is honorable and honest. This 

is his reputation wherever known, 


LOUIS SCHLIERBACH. 

Among the prominent German citizens of Pana, none deserve 
more special mention than the subject of this sketch. He was born 
in the Northern part of Prussia on the 4th of September, 1831. 
Louis Schherbach, his father, married Sophia Bucksemsehute. 
There were three children born to them, two boys and one girl. 
The subject of this sketch ix the eldest in the family. Ie received 
a good education in the excellent schools of his native land. After 
he came to America he attended day school for six months, and 
night school for two years. TLe landed in New York on the 28th 
of June, 1849, At first fouud work on a farm, and then tried 
gardening fora short time, neither of which he found pleasant or 
profitable. Tle then went to harness-making—a trade that he had 
learned in his father’s shop, while yet a resident in his native land. 
Worked at his trade in New York eity for tive years, and then 
went into the grocery business, in which line he eontinued for five 
months. The business not proving remunerative, he went back to 
harness making, and has continued at it, with slight interruption, 
ever since. Jlis father and family came to America in 1855, and 
in 1856 they eame with our subject to Tlinois and stopped in St. 
Louis, and from there went to Marine in Madison county, where 
they stayed six months, and then caine to Pana. Here the mother 
of Louis died in 1864, and the father in 1878. While Louis was a 
resident of Madison eounty he opened a small shop, but there 
was no business. Ile therefore concluded to come to Pana, whieh 
had only been laid omt a few years but there was a prospect 
of its beeoming a business place in due time. When he first came 
to Pana he hired a earpenter to build him a honse in which to open 
his trade; but there was little to do there in his line, and he 
therefore did whatever came in his way, and labored at anything 
that offered until he could get work in his shop. 

The country soon hegan to fill up. Farms were opened, land was 
tilled, and the wheels of commerce began to move, aud soon there 
was a demand for harness. He stuck to the shop, and, metaphori- 
eally speaking, the shop stuck by him. He has made it a success, 
the resnlt of understanding his business, beng industrious and 
economical. 

On the 15th of Sept., 1858, he married Louisa Bucksemschnte. 
She diced Aug. 12th, 1860. On the 15th of Sept., 1863, he married 
Minnie, sister of his first wife. By this marriage there have been 
fonr children, two boys and two girls. Theodore Louis, the eldest 
son, is nowa student in the Evangelical Lutheran College, near 
Chicago. Louisa, Henrietta and Frederick are yet beneath the 
parental roof. Tn polities Mr. Schlierbach has always been a de- 
mocrat. Ife has taken quite an active part in the local polities of 
his town, and has represented his ward in the City Couneil. In 
all these offiees he gave entire satisfaction to his numerous friends. 
He is a member of the ancient and honorable order of Free Mason- 
ry, and is both a Blue Lodge and Chapter member. Tle is also a 
member of the 1. O.O.F. Ma. 8., and his wife are members of 
the Eyangelical Lutheran Church. Mr. Sehlierbach is one of 
the worthy citizens of Pana. He came here while the city 
was yet in its infancy. Tle has seen it grow from a few straggling 
cabins to be one of the commercial points and business places of 
Central Tlinois, and, it may be said to bis credit, that in all 
these years he has maintained his standing as a good citizen. 


POS ee se 
Ae Ss aa 2 ooo COS A 


SSE 


E SS 


MINIM 
= -—— 


PARLOR. 


Interior Views of StTJAMES HOTEL, OPERA HOUSE & ARGUS PRINTING OFFICE. THePRoperty of Cor.J.A.HAYWARD, Pana, ILL. 
CAPACITY OF ST.JAMES HOTEL 70 ROOMS INCLUOING BATH ROOMS ANDO ALL MOOERN conveniences: 4 aywaRos OPERA HOUSE CAPACITY 813, GAS,TWO FURNACES, FULLSET OF BCENERY, WITH GREEN 


me At 
Ae 


| zt 
. Ma 


ut) 


a 


FAULT 


Hf HERPES 


HAE 
ae” ‘a 
JOUR LGRE RELL 


i i 
=r 
= 


ROOM, DRESSING ROOMS, PROPERTY ROOM, B ALL ATTACHES. 


om 


— a ae 
Ps r : See hese ae = 


NWILSIYHD 00LS 
Sareea BR 


saris 


ape ce i : He ie aaa ids aaa 
Bape EEG LI at SI oC pe a a ad a Segre NOI Compe agente le 


ne 


10 


STORY OF CHRISTIAN® COUNTY, ILLINOLS. 149 


JESSE W. AUSTIN. 


Anson the substantial farmers and leading agriculturists of Chris- 
tian county stands the name of the gentleman who heads this sketch. 
He is a native of Ilamilton county, Indiana. The ancestry of the 
Austin family is of English extraction, Wis father, George Austin, 
was born in Vermont in 1806. When in his twentieth year he 
came west and settled in Ohio, in the southern part of the state: 
this was in 1826. Two years later he moved to Hamilten county, 
Indiana, and engaged in farming, remaining there until 1852, when 
he came to Iiinois, and settled in the south-eastern part of St. Clair 
county, where he followed farming until 1875, when he removed to 
Randolph county, where he at present resides, a hale, hearty man 
of over three-score years and ten. His occupation through Jife has 
been that of a farmer, in which he has been very successful. He 
married Polly Wright, who was also a native of Vermont. There 
were eleven children born to them—four sous and seven daughters. 
Seven of the children are still living. 

Jesse W. is the third in the family, and was born September 19th 
1832, in Hamilton county, Indiana. He was yet in his infancy 
when his parents moved to St. Clair county, I}linois, and is there- 
fore praetically an Illinoisian—his infaney, youth and manhood, 
having been passed in this state. Like most farmer-boys, he 
worked on the farm in the summer season and attended the schools 
in the winter months. His life was thus passed until he reached 
his eighteenth year, when he practically started out in life for him- 
self, At that age he went to St. Louis, where he remained for three 
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years, a portion of the time at work upon a farm and the balance 
ina livery-stable. Then he went to Cairo, Il, where he remained 
nearly two years at work in a saw-mill, after which he returned 
home to St. Clair county and purchased a@ threshing machine, and 
in connection with his brother did threshing for the farmers in his 
neighborhood, ‘Fwo years later he purchased land, and went to 
farming. 

Qn Mareh Ith, 1860, he married] Miss Mary Miles, who is a 
native of St. Clair county, and whose parents were from the state of 
New York. 

Mr. Austin continued farming in St. Clair eounty until Mareh, 
1867, when he sold out, and in April following came to Christian 
county and bought 160 acres ot’ land in Sec. 39, T. 12, R. 1 E., and 
commenced its cultivation and improvement, upon which he built a 
house. In 1875 he added 240 acres to it, and the same full he 
ereeted a large and commudious farm-house, barn and out-houses, a 


view of which can be seen on another page, and there he resides in 
comfort and enjoyment. 

When he first came to Christian county and purchased the land, 
it wag raw, unbroken prairie, and from this stage it has passed into 
a magnificent farm, and ranks as one of the best improved in the 
township and county. There is no less than six miles of hedge- 
fence, all of which is in fine, healthy condition, and kept trimmed in 
such a way as to render it ornamental and useful. 
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As will be seen by a perusal of the foregoing, Mr. Austin’s life 
has been principally passed upon a farm. He has made farming 
the chief occupation and business of his life, and it is not necessary 
for ux to add that in this pursnit he has been successful. The fine 
farm, well improved, and well stocked with choice cattle, 
is an indication that success has crowned his efforts. He also has 
the proud consciousness that it has been the accumulation of his 
own toil and good management. He owes it to no freak of fortune 
or good luck, but to his own personal ctforts, assisted by his excel- 
lent wife and helpmate. 

In politics he was formerly a democrat, and cast his first vote for 
James Buchanan in 1856, and the second for Stephen A. Douglas 
in 1860, After the breaking out of the war he arrayed himself on 
the side of freedom and human rights, and from that time to the 
present he has been an ardent and warm supporter of republican 
principles. 

le is not a member of any church organization, nor subscriber 
to any of the formulated or ritualistic creeds; but he honestly be- 
lieves in “ doing unto others as you would have others do unto you,” 
and thinks that if this idea was lived up to the millennium 
would not be so far distant. He is a member of the honorable 
order of 1.0, O. ¥. 

In his marriage he has heen happily blessed with four chitdren— 
three sons and one daughier. Their names are Alonzo, William, 
Amy, and Owen Austin. 

The foregoing is a brief biographical sketch of one of the most 
substantial farmers and best citizens of Christian county. In the 
district he is regarded as an honest, honorable and upright friend 
and neighbor. He is public-spirited, kind and hospitable ; and in 
his home extends a friendly hand of weleome to all who come 
within its circle. 


JOHN H. DAWDY. 

Tue Dawdy family are natives of Kentucky. David Dawdy, 
the father of John TfL. was taken to Tennessee while young, and 
grew to inanhood in that state. He was a soklier of the war of 
1812, and was in Gen. Coftee’s division, under the command of Gen, 
Jackson. After the war, or in 1516, he came to the territory of 
Illinois, and settled in what is now known as Hamilton county. He 
remained there until 1822, when he returned to Tennessee, and re- 
mained there until 1827, when he moved to Shelby county, tou a 
place four miles north of Shelbyville, where he died in 1852. He 
married Naney Tindall, a native of Augusta, Georgia, who died 
three months after her husband. By this union there were ten 
children, five of whom have survived the parents. 

John H. Dawdy is the fourth in the family, and was born in 
Hamilton county, Iinois, near MeLeanshoro, March 6th, 1820, 
Jfis education, such as it wax, was received in log school-houses with 
dirt-floors, and greased skins for windows. The teachers, if they 
turned up seber on Monday morning, made reasonably good in- 
structors for the remainder of the week. This was the pioneer era 
of the state. The school system of those days was crude, and the 
methods employed for imparting knowledge, if possible, cruder 
still. Jolin H. had therctore to content himself with but a slight 
knowledge of the rudimentary principles. He worked upon 
the farm until he beeame of age, when he commenced trading in 
horses, in which he continued for some time. He rode as Deputy- 
sheriff and farnicd until] 1849, when be discontinued farming, and 
gave all his time to the deputy business until 1854. He then en- 
gaged in merchandizing in Shelbyville, and continucd there until 
the spring of 1856, when he eame to Pana, and continued the busi- 
ness there until the latter part of 1858. In 1856 he was clected 


Associate Justice for the county for the term of four years. At the 
expiration of his office he was elected Justice of the Peace, and has 
held that office ever since, with the exception of four years. 

On the 25th of January, 1844, he married Miss Jane Frazier. 
She was born in Kentucky, but was raised in Shelby county, TL, 
where she was living at the time of her marriage. There have been 
two children born to them, both boys. Their names are William 
H., who is a lawyer in Greenville, Bond county, and Charles, who 
is a clerk in Greenville. 

Judge Dawdy is a democrat, and cast his first presidential vote 
for James WK. Polk in 1844. During the war he was a Douglass 
democrat and a strong union man. 

Both he and his wite and children are members of the Christian 
ehureh, of which he has been a member for thirty years. 

He is a strong advocate of temperance, and has always opposed 
the granting of license, He is a worthy citizen, and is much 
respected wherever known. 


JAMES C. ESsICk. 

Tue subject of this sketch is a native of Chester county, Pa., and 
was born October Ts, 1844. His father, James HF. Essick, removed 
with his family to Shelby county, IHinois, in 1858, and engaged in 
farming until 1865, when he came to Pana, Christian county, where 
he died in December vf the same vear, His wife, and mother of 
James C., still Hves and resides with the subject of this sketch. 
James Cis the third in a family of six children, five of whom are 
still living. le was edueated in the common and select schools of 
his native State, and Hlinois. Having determined to follow the 
profession of law, he spent his leisure hours in reading and studying 
the standard text-books. Tle afterwards entered the law office of 
J.C. MeQuigg, and there pursued his studies for two years. He 
was admitted to the bar in the spring of 1870, aud immediately en- 
gaved in the practice in which he has becn very suecessful. Soon 
after his admission to the bar he was choosen corporation counsel 
for the town of Pana. He has been for a number of years past, and is 
now, local attorney for the Ohio and Mississippi Railway Company, 
also for the Indianapolis and St. Louis Railway Company. Has 
a lucrative practice, and ranks as one of the best lawyers in his 
county. Heis a Republican in polities, and upon the temperance 
question isa prohibitionist. May. E., and his wife are active mem- 
hers of the M. 5. Church. He takes an active part in the Sunday- 
school work, and has been for six years and is now superintendent. 
On the 4th of August, 1874, he was married to Miss Maggie C. 
Newel]. She was born and raised in Canada. Her parents, Alfred 
and Harriet Newell, are natives of Yorkshire, /inugland. Two 
children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Essick, a girl and a boy 
—named Mary Emma and Charles Alfred, aged respectively four 
and two years. In his manners Mr. Essick ix a pleasant, courteous 
gentleman, plain and unassuming, and has many friends in Chris- 
tian county. 


WILLIAM M. SMITH. 


THE subject of the following brief biographical sketch was boru 
in Virginia, August 2, 1854. His father, William D, Smith, was 
a native of the same state. He emigrated to Hlnois in 1858, and 
settled in Montgomery county, where he still resides. William M. 
eame to Christian county in 1856,and taught school on Bear ercek 
in the years 1858-9, at what was then known as the “ Upper School- 
House.” The dircetors were: T. Leigh, J. Haley and G. W. 
White. On the 27th of December, 1859, Mi. Smith was united in 
marriage to Miss Mary J. MeCollum. Her parents were natives of 
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Kentucky, but emigrated to [}inois while Mrs, Smith was yet in her 
infancy. The MeCollum family were the first settlers on Bear 
creek except the Durbins. Robert C. MeCollum. her father, died while 
she was yet a child. There have been tour children born to W.H. 
and Mary J. Smith. Their names are: Robert A. who is a druggist 
in Owaneco, this county, Jeannette A., Mary and W. Frank Smith. 

Mr. Smith is one of the old settlers of Christian county. © When 
he came here the country was young and unimproved. He has 
lived to see it grow and prosper, and become one of the best counties 
in the state. 


WILLIAM Il. NEWCOMB. 


Tue subject of this biographical sketch was born on the 12th of 
February, 1541, in Montgomery county, IHinois, Ils father, 
William A. Neweomhb, was born in Prince George's county, Virginia. 
He came to this state soon after it was admitted to the Union, and 
was known as “ Major” Newcomb from having held a commis-ion 
as Major in the State Militia, under Governor Reynolds. © Was 
a carpenter, joiner and cabinet-maker by trade. 
abandoned these trades, engaged in farming, and afterward in 
mercantile pursuits. Wheu he came to Iilinois he was posse=sed 
of little means with a large family depending upen him for 
support. He went resolutely to work and sticceeded through 
good management and industry in making him and them comforta- 
ble, and above the wants and dangers of penury. Although suceess- 
ful in life, yet he met with severe losses, which at the time threatened 
to sweep away the accumulation and toil of years. He remained 
in Montgomery county until 1564, when he moved to Pana, where 
he remained until bis death in 1876. 1Te marricd Ann Armbrister. 
She was born in Wythe county, Va. She died in Pana, in 1874. 
Nine children were born to them, six of whom haye survived the 
parents. William 11. is the seveuth in the family.  ILe remained 
at home until his eighteenth year, when he commenced traveling 
for an Insurance Company. Soon after he was engaged in farming, 
in which he coutinued for two years, then went west and stopped in 
Colorado for one year, where he became a miner. He then went 
to Montana Territory, and engaged in similar pursuits. He re- 
mained there until the fall of 1866, and was ordinarily successful, 
Ife made money and met with reverses,—losing at one time as 
much as ten thousand dollars, which was his entire fortune. Nothing 
daunted, however, be commenced at the bottom and carefully 
and laborionsly toiled up again. He returned to Pana in 1866, 
and in the spring of 1867 in connection with his brother Thomas J., 
engaged in the grocery and provision trade. This partnership 
lasted one year, when he formed a partnership with his father, 
which continued until the latter’ death in 1876. Since that time 
his elder brother, J. W., has been his partner. As will be seen, Mr. 
Newcomb is among the oldest merchants in Pana, and one who 
has always horne an honorable name, and been recognized ax one of 
the publie-spirited and enterprising merchants of the place. On 
the 13th of Angust, 1871, he married Elvira Corley. She was born 
and raised in Shelby county, Hlinois. Four children have blessed 
this union, two of whom are living. Their names are Myrta and 
Clinton Newcomb. 

His wife is a member of the M. E. Church. Tle is an active 
member of the I. O. O. F.,and the Royal Templars of Temperance, 
In politics he is an active and stanch democrat, and has been from 
the casting of his first vote to the present time. In 1878, he was 
honored by being elected Mayor of the city, and while in that office 
discharged the duties in a manner highly satisfactory to his numer- 
ous friends. As a man and a citizen, Mr. Newcomb is much 
respected. 


He subsequently 
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Dr. GEORGE W. PATTON. 


THE Patton family were originally from England, from whieh 
they were driven by persecution to take up their residence in 
Franee. The braneh from which the present family spring, subse- 
quently settled in the north of Ireland. William Patton, the father 
of the subject of this sketch, was born in Treland, or in Pennsylva- 
nia soon atter the arrival of the family in this country—the exact 
place of his birth iz not known. Ile was engaged during his lite in 
merchandizing, manufacturing, and subsequently in contracting and 
building publie works. He built railroads and canals in the east, 
and several of the western states. THis last work was building a 
portion of the THinois Central railroad. Jle lived in Pittsburg, 
Sandusky, Ohio, Chicago, and moved to Pana about 1851, and died 
there in 1854, His family still remain there, and are among the 
early settlers of that section of the state aud county. Te married 
Martha Scott, by whom he had ten children, Dr. George W. is 
the sixth in the family. Te was born in Armstrong county, Penn- 
sylyania, April 15th, 1840. He received a liberal education in the 
schools of Allegheny, Pa., Sandusky, Ohio, and after the family 
came to Tlinois, he attended one term of schoo] in Springfield, 
after which he returned to Pittsburgh and entered Scovill’s 
College, where he remained two years. During all this time he 
read the standard text books upon medicine and anatomy. While 
in Pennsylvania he received private instruction in the knowledge 
of inedicine. Ue came back to Pana and entered the office 
of Dr. R. G. Norris, with whom he remained four years, and then 
commenced the practice. In 1864 he attended lectures in the 
Jefferson Medical College, at Vhiladelphia, and in the winter of 
1876 entered Bellvue Hospital Medical College, at New York, and 
graduated therefrom in the spring of 1868. He returned to Pana, 
and has eontinued the practice to the present time. 

On the 21st of December, 1871, he married Miss Amie Brown, 
of Christian county, Is. By this union there have been three 
children, two of whom are living. Their names are George Gordon 
and Cora Ethel. Mary Maud died in infancy. 

In politics, Dr. Patton is a republican. Ite is a member of the 
Masonic Fraternity, and belongs to the Blue Lodge and Chapter. 
He is a strong advocate of the cause of temperance, and is a total 
abstinence man. Both he and his wife are members of the New 
School Presbyterian Church. In his manners, be is a plain, unos- 
tentatious gentleman, honorable and honest in all his dealings. 
This is the character he bears among the people with whom he has 
lived for over a quarter of a century. 

In the practice of medicine, Dr. Patton hax been very successful. 
IIe has lived to see many of his professional brethren come to Pana, 
and commence the praetice, but the hardships and fatigue incident 
to a physician's life in a comparatively new country soon had 
its effect upon many of them, and they wonld linger awhile, then 
go away to other places where the practice was not so laborious and 
where the remuneration was more certain. 


J: By SHAFEER, 

Tue subject of this sketch is a native of Franklin county, Pa. 
He was born January 3Jst, 1845. His father, John H. Shatter, is 
a native of the same county and state. He removed to Illinois in 
1857, and settled near the town of Pana, where he engaged in farm- 
ing, and later in the ice business, in which he still continues. Me 
married Martha Bratton, a native of Pennsylyania. J.D. is the 
eighth ina family of eleven children, seven of whom are living. 
He received a jair education in the common schools of Pana and 
vicinity. At the age of twelve years, he entered the grocery and 
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provision stere of H. 3. Eicbelberger, with whom he continued 
for seven years, after whieh he clerked in a dry goods and clothing 
store for one year. Ile then went back to the grocery and pro- 
vision trade, and has been in that business up to the present time, 
except one year and a half that he spent in Kansas, where he enter- 
ed fand and engaved in farming. Tis health failing, he was com- 
pelled to abandon firming ; he then returned to Pana. In 1874, 
he purchased a stock of groceries, and sinee that time has been 
in the trade for himsclf. 

On the 22d of December, 1574, he marricd Miss Vietoria Abrell. 
She was born in Spencer, Owen county, Indiana, Her parents 
eame to Pana in 1864, 

In polities, Mr. Shatter is a demverat. His first vote for presi- 
dent was cast for Horace Greeley, in 1872, since which time he has 
been a member of that party. Both he and his wife are members 
of the Presbyterian church. He is a member of the order of Ese): 
UL W., Pana Lodge, No. 43. Mr. Shaffer is yet but a young man, 
just entering, so to speak, upon the business of life, Int be has 


already given ample cyidence of his ability to take care of business 
and manage in such a manner as to insure himself a competency in 
later years. Ife is industrious, economical and honest, which are 
the sure foundations and safeguards of future success, 

Ile is much respected in his town, and was twice chosen city 
clerk. Jt is with pleasure that we record these few words in bis 
favor. 


BoC; REESE: 

Tue present efficient post-master of Pana was born in Franklin 
county, Ohio, May 20th, 1840. The ancestry of the family on the 
paternal side is Welsh, and on the maternal Scotch. 

The father, Thomas Reese, was a native of Fairfield, Ohio. Te 
was a miller hy trade, and followed that business and farming the 
greater part of his life. We remained in Ohio until his death, 
which oceurred in 1866, He married Elmira Diekey. By this 
union there were five children, all boys. 

The subject of this sketch is the second in the family. [le at- 
tended the common schools of his native state, and received a good 


education. Alter attaining his majority he entered the Ohio Wes- 
leyan University, where he remained two years; after which he re- 
turned home and engaged with the Miami Powder Company, and 
as their agent traveled through Indiana and Illinois. Tis father, 
dying iv 1866, he returned home and spent the following two years 
in settling up his estate. 

In 1870, he engaged with the Austin ’owder Company, of Cleve- 
land, as their agent, and came to Pana, and located a Powder Mag- 
azine there, and made that the distributing point for a large seupe 
of country in Central Iinois. THe remained with the company 
until 1874, when he was appuinted postmaster to fill out the unex- 
pired term of A.C. Vandewater. At the expiration of the term 
he was re-appointed by President ayes for the full term, and at 
the present time fills the office and discharges the duties thereof in 
a manner highly satisfactory to the citizens of Tana and yicinity. 

On the 3d of July, 1869, he was united in marriage to Miss 
Tfulda Case, who isa natiye of Franklin county, Ohio, but was a 
resident of Ianover, Indiana, at the time of her marriage. She is 
a graduate of the Oxfurd Female Seminary, and while a resident 
of Hanover, Indiana, had cbarge of the High School as Principal. 
By this marriage there haye been three children, one boy and two 
girls. 

During the latter part of the war Mr. Reese enlisted as a private 
in the 183d regiment, Ohio infantry, and took part in the closiug 
campaign of the war, under Grant in Virginia. In polities Mr. 
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Reese is a republican, and cast his first vote for John Brough, for 
Governor of Ohio, in 1868. Ilis second vote was east for Lincoln 
in 1864, since which time he has been a stalwart republican. 

He and his wife are members of the M. I. Chureh. He is 
also a member of the ancient and honorable order of Freemasonry, 
and a member of the Chapter at Pana. 


Ne Ba GhiEMl AGN 


Tue subject of this sketch was born December 9th, 1846, in Tus- 
earawas county, Ohio, Ilis father, Abner Chalfant, was a native 
of Brownsville, Penna. Ile moved to Ohio in 1811, and settled in 
Jefferson county, and afterwards moved to Tuscarawas county, 
where he remained until March 23d, 1863, when he came to I]linois 
and settled in Clay county, where he died October 9th, 1865. Tle 
married Rachel McDonough. She is a native of Ohio, and is yet 
living in Clay county. The subject of this sketch is the eldest in a 
family of four children, two of whom are living. He received a 
good education in the common schools, and worked on the farm 
until February, 1865, when he enlisted as a private for three years 
in company B, 152d regiment, Iinois volunteers. The regiment 
was a part of the army under command of Gen. Geo, I]. Thomas. 
The war being near its close the regiment did not participate in any 
regular battle, but did general duty. They were mustered out in 
September, 1865, at Memphis, and discharged at Camp Butler, 
Springfield, IHinois. He then returned home to Clay county, and 
worked upon a farm; afterward was Deputy Sheriff of Clay coun- 
ty, and then went back to farming again. Then removed to 
Tuscarawas county, Ohio, where ou the Isth of January, 1876, he 
married Miss Caroline Bourquin. ler father was a native of 
France Tle came to America and settled in Ohio at an early date 
in the history of that state. Mrs. Chalfant is the fourth in a fami- 
ly of nine children. She was born July 11th, 1848. Her mother 
died April, 1857, and her father April 21st, 1879 Two children 
have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Chalfant, named Edwin Bourquin 
and Otto Abram, aged respectively four and two years. In De- 
cember, 1877, My. Chalfant removed from Clay to Christian coun- 
ty. He first stopped near Ohiman, in Iosemond township, where 
he remained until March 2d, 1880, when be purchased land in the 
north-east part vf section thirty, Pana township, where he at pre- 
sent resides. 

Iu politics he is a repnblican. In the township and among his 
neighbors Mr. Chalfant is regarded as an houorable and upright 
man, of steady and temperate habits, and industrions. A view of 
his residence and farm is shown on another page of this work. 


BERNHANT HWEGLE. 

Tue subject of this sketch is a native of Germany, Ile was bora 
November 5th, 1826. Ile was fairly educated in the common 
schools of his native land. At the age of fourteen he commenced 
the trade of a butcher, and served two years of an apprenticeship, 
after which he worked ax a master of his trade at the busiuess to the 
present time. When in his twenty-eightb year, he left Germany and 
came to America, landing in New York on the 4th of Auguat, 1854. 
Ile stupped in New York a short time, then went to Cinemnati, 
where he followed the butchering business for four years. He then 
removed to the town of Washington, in Tazewell county, Illinois, 
where he stayed two years; then to Peoria two years; then to 
Springfield, where he remained eight years, aud on the 19th of Feb- 
ruary, 1870, he came to Pana, where he resided and followed 
the butchering business. During the time he lived in 
Washington he marricd Mrs. Sarah Clements, nee Varley. She 
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is a native of Yorkshire, England. Her parents came to America 
in 1881, and settled near Cincinnati, afterwards removed to I}inois 
and settled in Peoria county. He is a member of the Catholic 
church, and his wife a member of the Presbyterian. In polities 
Mr. Ilegle has always voted .and acted with the democratic party. 
His first vote was cast for Stephen A. Douglas in 18t0. Le is a 
member of the honorable order of IO. O. F., Pana Lodge, No. 610, 
Few men ia Pana are more respected for their worth as a man and 
eitizen than Mr. Hegle. In the business of his life he has been very 
successful, notwithstanding he met with severe losses and reverses. 
He is in a position to enjoy a life of ease should he so will it. 
What he possesses has been accumulated and gathered together ly 
a life of toil and the practice of economical habits, which are sv 
characteristic of the German people. 2 

We call the attention of the reader to a view of his residence on 
another page. 


HENRY G. CONDER 
Was born in Mercer county, Kentucky, July 19th, 1826. The 
Conder family is of German descent. They came to America and 
settled in the Carolinas at an early day, and from there came to 
Kentueky. Thomas M. Conder, the father of the present sketen, 
was a stone-mason in his younger days, but afterwards engaged in 
farming. Ile married Nancy Whittinghill. She was also a native 
of Kentucky. In 1840 he moved with his family to Owen county, 
Indiana, where he remained unti] 1558 or ’59, when he came to 
Illinois, and settled in MeLean county, where he remained until his 
death, which took place March 17th, 1865. His wife died in No- 
vember of the same year. There were twelve children in the fanily, 
eight of whom have survived the parents. _ITenry G. ts the second 
son. Ee remained at home at work upon the farm until his twenty- 
second year. During his youth he had but limited opportunities 
for receiving an education, On the 22d of June, 1845, he married 
Mrs. Diey A. Dawson, nee Scott, a native of Owen county, Indiana, 
By this union there have been ten children, six of whom are living. 


Mrs. Conder had two children by her former marriage, one of 


whom is living, viz: James A. Dawson. Both he and his lrother, 
Samuel T., were members of Company B, 88th Regiment Indiana 
Volunteers, during the late war. They enlisted in 1862, and re- 
mained in service until the close of the war. The names of the 
children are: Claretta, wife of Johu Jehle. She died in February, 
1875. She had three children, one of whom is living. Ils name 
ix James Jehle. Frances Mary, wife of C. E. Tallon; [saae Floyd, 
married and at home on the farm; Nancy E.; Milhe, died at the 
age of two years; Juhn HL, Lizzie, Joseph T., died October 1st, 
1875, in his fifteenth year; Eddie S., and Georgiana. After Me. 
Conder’s marriage he engaged in farming in Indiana, and remained 
there until 1554, when he removed to MeLean county, Mlinois, 
where he farmed until the spring of 1864, when he came to Pana 
tuwnship, in Christian county, purchased land in Section 12, 
and made a farm, put on the improvements, and there he has re- 
mained to the present. He may be regarded as one ot the suecess- 
ful farmerz of this county. A fine view of his farm and residence 
can be seen by reference to another page of this work. 

In polities Mr. Conder is a democrat — He cast his first presiden- 
tial vote for Lewis Cass in 1848, sinee which time he has been a 
member of that party. Both he and his wife are members of the 
Christian church, and both by their walk and conversation show 
the sincerity of their belief. Mr. Conder’s business through life 
-has been that of a farmer and stock raiser; and in that he has been 
more than ordinarily successful. Ile started out in life unaided, 
and whatever he possesses hax heen the accumulation of his toil and 
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the practice of economy. Tu the community he is regarded az an 
honorable and worthy man, and a kind and obliging neighbor. 


Masor W. B. LITTLE.—(Deceasep). 


Masor LittLe was born in Monmouth county, New Jersey, 
June 19th, 1812. Tle was, while yet a young man, engaged in 
merchant tailoring, and had a Jarge establishment in New York 
city. While a resident of that State he was elected Major in the 
State Militia, and the title of Major clung to him through life. 
I1e came to INinois about 1540 and settled in Alton, where he fol- 
Jowed tailoring. From there he went to Staunton, Macoupin 
county, where he engaged in merchandizing. Te soon after pur- 
chased a farm, and tried farming. Ile remained in the latter place 
until 1856, when he moved to Pana, where he continued merchan- 
dizing until his death, which took place July 21st 1874. He mar- 
ried Miss Esther L. White. She died in 1853, One son, Otis W. 
Little, is the only offspring of this union. On the 17th of Nov., 
1870, he marricd Emily Rutledge. Her father was a native of 
Northumberland, England, and came to America in 1837, and set- 
tled in Terre ITaute, Ind., where he remained until his death, which 
occurred March 9th, 1871. Major Little was a prominent and 
useful citizen of Pana. Tle was Supervisor of the township, aud it 
was while acting in that eapacity that he refused to sign the bonds 
issned in aid of the Spriugfield and South Hastern railroad. Te 
refused to sign thum on the general grounds that their issue was 
illegal, and that the conditions of the contract had not been com- 
plied with on the part of the railroad company. For thus refusing 
he was abused and maligned, but time has shown that he was right, 
and the mass of the people wrong. The bonds have since been de- 
elared egal and yoid by all the courts, wherein their legality was 
tested. “They burnt him in cfhigy and furced him to resign his posi- 
tion as Supervisor for doing what he knew was his duty to do. 
Time, the great leveller, makes all things even, and to day all ac- 
cord him praise and applaud his honesty and firmness. He was 
also President of the Town Board for six years. In his death 
Pana lost an honorable and valuable citizen, 


OTTO GOSSALAN. 

Amone the prominent and representative German citizens of 
Pana, stands the name of the subject of this sketch. He was born 
inthe Kiugdom of Bavaria, Germany, May 2d, 1846. [lis father 
wag a merchant, and possessed of considerable means, and he 
spared no pains or expense to fit Otto for the business of lite. 
At the age of ten years he entered the Gymnasium, where he re- 
cel ed a thorough training in the classics and modern languages, 
and in experimental and theoretical chemistry, hotany, and materia 
medica. IIe remained under the tuition of the best teaehers 
in that mstitution for eight years, and then entered the University 
at Wnrzberg and Munich, and stayed there for four years, and 
completed his studies in chemistry and pharmacy. After his grad- 
uation from the University, he concluded to leave his native land, 
and accordingly set sail for America, and landed in New Orleans 
on the Ist of April, 1869. ITis first employment was ina drug- 
store in the above-named city ; there he first put in practice his 
knowledge obtained in the best schools of Europe. 

Tle remained in New Orleans until 1870, when he came to Pana, 
Christian county, Hlinvis, and entered the drug-store of P.M. 
Nichols as prescription clerk. Continued with Mr. Nichols for 
eight years. In October, 1878, he in connection with his brother, 
Frank Cossman, opened a drug-stere, and trom that time to the 
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present the firm of Otto Gossman & Bro. is recognized as one of 
the leading business houses of Pana. 

On the 3ist of March, 1875, Mr. Gossman was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Catharine Hebel. She is of German nativity. Ler 
parents came to America while she was yet in her infancy. By 
this marriage there have been three children, two of whom are liv- 
ing, both girls. Their names are Mary Phillipina and Clara. : 

In religious faith Mr. Gossman is a member of the Catholic 
Church, while his estimable wite isa member of the Gernian Lu- 
theran Chureh. 

He is an active and valued member of the ancient and honora- 
he order of Freemasoury, and belongs io Pana Lodge, No. 226, 
and Pana Chapter, No, 115, R. A. M. Ife is also a member of the 
Lodge of I. 0. O. F. He takes great interest in the work of both 
badies. 

In politics Mr. Gossman is an ardent and stalwart democrat. 
Tle soon after coming to this country espoused the cause and prin- 
ciples of that party, and has been one of its most active and relia- 
ble members, Is of an enthusiastic nature, and whatever cause 
he champions he gives it his individual and best abilities. ‘To say 
that he is most soundly indoctrinated in the principles of his party, 
is to say that which is evident to all who have any knowledge or 
acquaintance with him. During ihe last great national campaign, 
none were more enthusiastic, or gave more liberally of their means 
or time to the advancement of democratic ideas than he. Helabored 
earnestly and actively, that the principles which he believed were 
for ihe best, should become the rule and guide in this great, free 
and prosperous country. 

Such in brief is a biographical sketch of Otto Gossman. He 
brings to bis business a mind trained in the best schools of Ger- 
many. Is a man of very liberal education, and possessing an 
open, hearty, frank nature. Of plain, unassuming manners 
and pleasing address. He belongs to ihe progressive school of 
men, and is full of push and enterprise. None will go further to 
do a kind act, or to help a friend than Oito Gossman. Ai the pre- 
sent time he is City Treasurer of Pana 
an houest and honorable gentleman. 


Hfe is regarded by all as 


ABNER J. McWILLIAMS 
Was born in Belmont county, Ohio, November 27th, 1823. The 
ancestry of the family on the maternal side is English, and on the 
paternal Scotch. 

The paternal grandfather came from Scotland. Tis descendants 
settled in Ohio at an early day in the history of that state. Jobn 
McWilliams, the father of Abner J., was born in Ohio, and re- 
mained there until his death in 1824. Tle married Elizabeth 
Smith. She was born in Loudon county, Virginia. She survived 
her husband many years, and died ut the home of her son, the sub- 
ject of this sketch, July 19th, 1870. There were but two children 
in the family, Abuer J., and a daughter, who died while she was 
yet young. 


Mrs. McWilliams, after the death of her first husband, married 
John Brownhull. By this marriage there was no issue. The sub- 
ject of this sketch had but slight advantages for receiving an edu- 
ration. IT is father dying while he was yet young, he was compelled 
at the early age of twelve years to tuke care and provide fo a cer- 
tain extent for himself. Tle worked at farming, teaming and flat 
boating, and such other work as came readily to his hand, until his 
nineteenth year, when he came west in company with his uncle to 
I}linois, settled in Pike county, where he remained until April of 
1849, when in company with three others he made a trip in ox- 
teams to Oregon by the overland route. From Oregon he went to 
California in company with Gen. Joe Lane, who was ierritorial 
governor of Oregon at that tine. While in California he engaged 
principally in mining. In 1858 he returned home to Pike county 
by way of the Isthmus of Panama. In 1854 he purchased one 
hundred and twelve acres of land in Pike county, and commenced 
farming. Ile continued there until 1866, when he sold out and 
came to Christian county, and purchased land in sec. 28, town. 12, 
range 1-E. 

Tt was raw land, and all the improvements have been placed on 
it since he bought. A fine view of the farm and buildings can be 
seen on another page of this work. Ilere he has lived and culti- 
vated and improved the farm until the present. On the 7th of 
May, 1857, he was united in marriage to Miss Martha W, Fisk. 
She was born in Massachusetts, but was a resident of Pike county 
at the time of her marriage. 

Mrs. McWilbams’ parents, Eleazer and Lucy (Russell) Fisk, 
came io Pike county in 1840. Both died in that county. Mrs. 
Me Williams was the eldest daughter. There have been four children 
born to Abner J.and Martha McWilliams, two of whom are living. 
Their names are John F., eldest sou, now a resident of Colorado ; 
Henry A., died in his fourth year; Mary Emily, who is yet beneath 
the parental roof. 

Mr. MeWilliams is 8 member of the ancient and honorable order 
of Freemasonry, and was made a Mason in Salem Lodge, No. 56, 
Pike county, Illinois. THis wife is a consistent member of the M. 
Wy. Church. 

Tn politics he is a democrat, and cast his first vote for Lewis Cass 
for president in 1848. Since that date he has adhered to the party 
of his first choice. While a resident of Pike county he represented 
his township in the board of supervisors. Since he has been a 
resident of this county he was clected justice of the peace, but he 
refused to qualify fur the position. He has been by occupation a 
farmer, Tle started in life completely unaided. Thrown upon his 
own resources while yet a mere boy, and compelled to earn his own 
support, he early learned habits of industry and rigid economy. 
Starting in life with his hands and good health as his only capital, 
he has succeeded in carving out for himself a comfortable compe- 
tency, and at the same time made for himself a name for honesty 
and strict integrity, which after all is the best legacy to leave 
to posterity. 


"ay 


SS ma 


‘: 


iy) 


ins ver aes ier 


FARM RESTOR MH OSM as GOUT, GEClon NT it iat 


= ms 
Tell 


CS a "E 


Peds 


Maree Works of THOS. H, SCOTT, Pana. Ite, 


+! 


a) 


mOSsENMOND TOW NSIT. 


ve, HIS townsbip is situated in the south-eastern part of the 
ant county, and is knowu geographically as Town 11 N., 
} Range 1 West. It is bounded on the north by Locust, 
3} and on the east by Pana township; on the south by 
Montgomery county, and on the west by Greenwood township. 

The surface is a beautiful, tndulating prairie, with scattering 
patches of timber, which are principally along the streams. For- 
merly there was considerable timbered land in the northern part 
along Locust and Cottonwood creeks. The soil is like that of’ ad- 
Joining townships, a rich, deep, black loam, and highly produc- 
tive. 

It is drained by several small tributaries of the South Fork of 
the Sangamon river, which courses through the south-western 
part of the township. The principal tributaries are the Loeust and 
Cottonwood creeks, in the northern part. 

The Indianapolis & St. Louis railroad enters the township on 
section thirty-three, and passes out on section twenty-four, rupnirg 
in a south-westerly direction through the south-east part. 

For many years, one or two families lived in the south-east cor- 
ner of this township, but the great body of it was unsettled and 
remained in its wild native state till the year 1855. It then at- 
tracted the attention of some eastern men, and soon the beautiful 
prairte was dotted over by the neat residenc s of a New England 
colony. The principal movers in this enterprise were Benjamin 
R. Hawley and Brainard Smith. These gentlemen purchased in 
Feb. 1856, a tract of land embracing about 5,000 acres lying in 
a body; one thousand of which was timbered. These lands were 
sold to the colonists, who soon improved and eoltivated them. A 
striking feature in this tract was the large number of mounds, 
which were situated on nearly or quite every quarter seetion, coni- 
manding beautiful sites for building. During the spring and sum- 
mer, these mounds were covered with beautiful roses and wild 
flowers; hence the name Rosemond was sugyested and chosen for 
the township. 

The first settlement of Rosemond began Jan. 14, 1856, by Benj. 
R Hawley, from St. Louis, Mo.; Brainard Smith, from Sunderland, 
Mass.; Benj. E. Warner and John Putnam, from Hinsdale, Mass ; 
Orlando M. Hawks, from Mass.,and Johu &. Marvin, from Fishkill, 
N.Y. These six men came first, and soon erceted as many dwelling- 
houses, and at an early day were joined hy their families. They 
were soon followed by other emigrants from Massachusetts and New 
York. These first familics bronght with them the cheering cere- 
monies of a pure religion, and on the first Sabbath after their ar- 
rival a meeting for prayer and religious worship was held, thus 
laying the foundation of the settlement in the fear of God. 

The settlement known as “ Bell's Grove,” was named by John 
Bel], who settled there in 1836. It was included within the limits 
of “Stone Coal Precinct,” in 1845. James Waddle and John 
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Crow came to the Grove in 1842, and William Reed and Jonathan 
Blackburn came at a Jater date, probably in 1844. “ Bell’s Grove” 
was in Town 11 N. R.1 W. (Rosemond), and the above named 
persons were properly the first settlers in Rosemond township. 

Wm. A. Chase was also an early settler, and was noted for 
being largely engaged in fruit growing. He was a native of Mass, 
and came to Hlinois in 1842, and settled in Rosemond township in 
June, 1857. 

We give a list of the first land entries, which appear upon the 
records: Feb 3, 1836, J. Black and J. T. B. Stapp, entered the E. 
half of S. I. quarter, Sec. 24, 80 acres, also E. half N. E. quarter, 
Sec. 25, 80 neres; W.-. half N. E. quarter, See. 25, 80 acres, and E. 
half of 8. E. quarter, Sec. 25, 80 acres. Feb. 5, 1836, J.8. Hayward 
and C, Holmes, the W. halt of =. E. quarter, section 24, 80 acres; 
N. W. qnarter, section 25, 160 aeres; 8. W. quarter, section 25, 
160 aeres; W. half S. E. quarter, section 25, 80 acres. January 9, 
1851, John Evans, entered Jot 2, in N. E. quarter, section 2, 78 68- 
100 acres; also lot 1, N. E. quarter, section 2, 80 acres; lot 2, N. 
W. quarter, section 2, 80 60-100 acres; lot 1, N. W. quarter, sec- 
tion 2, 50 acres; lot 2, N. E. quarter, section 3, 82 28-100 acres ; 
lot 1, N. E. quarter, section 3, 80 acres. 

During the first years of the settlement, they cultivated their 
farms without enclosing them with fences, as fenving materials 
were not easily gotten, and hedge would not grow large cnongh in so 
short a time. Hence a stock law for this township was passed by 
the state legislature in Feb. 1857, compelling the inhabitants to 
keep up their stock. It caused considerable ill-feeling and conten- 
tion, but served a good purpose by advancing the cultivation and 
improvements of this township, while the adjoining oncs remained 
longer in their original state. 

The first marriage in this township was John L. Marvin to Miss 
Minnie Wawley, by Rev. Ro M. Roberts. 

The first death was probably that uf Silas Clapp, who died May 
20, 1857, aged 54 years. 

The fir-t religious meeting was held at the house of John Putnam, 
in the early part of 1856, soon after the arrival of the New England 
colony. Jn the spring of 1856,a Sabbath-school was organized, 
numbering twenty-five scholars. The children were classed, and 
the adults formed a Bible class =O. M. Hawks was the first super- 
intendent. Jn the religious meeting the male members tovk their 
turns in conducting the exercises. During the first summer, the 
Rey. Joseph Gordon, of Vandalia, was the first to raise the standard 
of Christianity and preach the Goxpel to the new settlement. He 
eame onee in four weeks, which with Rev. Timothy Hill and Rev. 
Thos. Holmes, preaching on alternate Sundays, was all the clerical 
services previous to the organization of a church, 

On the 7th day of September, 1856, a congregational church was 
organized hy Rey. A. T. Norton, who officiated as moderator, and 
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B R. awley as clerk. The whole number of members aniting was 
twenty-two. 

Rey. Wm. C. Merritt was the first pastor. 

The Congregational Church was erected in Rosemond in 1467. 

The Methodist Church was organized at a later date, and they 
erected their church in Rosemond, in the year 1868. 

Schools were established at an early date. The first sehool-house 
was erceted in 1858, and was also used for a tong time for church 
purposes. i. 

The Sherman sebool-house was built in 1864, and is located 
one mile south of the Buckeye ehurch. 

The Grant school]-house was built on Seetion 17, in 1869. 

The county poor farm is located on section 3 of this township, 
on Jund purchased of J. W. and Thornton unter, in 1869. The 
poor-house was erected in the summer and fall of 1870, and later 
a brick lock-up for the insane and unruly paupers. 

The following is a list of officers since township organization: 

Supervisors—M. Simpson, elected 1866; W. A Schemerhon, 
1867, re-elected 1868; M. P. Simpson, 1869, re-elected 1870; Rob- 
ert Little, 1874; LL. Parsons, 1872, re-elected 1873, ‘74 and '75; 
Jos. Gimlin, 1876; J. W. MeElroy, 1877, re-elected 1878 and 779 ; 
Thomas Bonnel, elected 1880. 

Assessors—John A. McElroy, 1876; C.G. Richards, 1877, and 
re-elected 1878, ’79 and “80. 

Collectors—T. L. Martup, elected 1566; Henry M. Graham, 
1867; and by re-eleetion held the office to 1876; P. L. Dodge, 
1876; and by re-clection has held the office ever since. 

Town Clerks.—Chas. W. Hill, elceted 1867, and re-elected each 
succeeding year up to 1879; A Guthrie, 1880. 

Commissioners of Highways. — TR. J. MeAfee, 1876; Henry 
Bess, 1877 ; J. Kendall, 1878; Wm. Nicholson, 1879; I. N. Por- 
ter, 1880. 

Constables,—John F. Warner and Tra Kimball, elected in 1877. 


Justice of the Peace —Joseph Rosenherry, elected 1870; L Par- 
sons, 1870; Joshua Pepper and Joseph Rosenberry, 1873; Henry 
M. Grayham and Joseph Rosenberry, 1877; L. Parsons, 1879. 


THE TOWN OF ROSEMOND 
1s located in the south-east eorncr of section 23. Tt was first 
only a railroad station. 

The town was first surveyed and platted Oet. 25th, 1860, by C. 
A. Manners, for B. R. Hawley and Phordice Boutwell, the original 
proprietors. There was lelt a lot for a publie square and one for a 
publie school building. 

The town is heautifully situated on an elevated tract, command- 
ing a very good view of the surrounding country. 1t is quite a 
erain shipping point, and at one time there was a good flouring 
mill. The mill is yet standing. hut is in a rather dilapidated con- 
dition. 

There are two neat and comfortable churches, viz: The Metho- 
dist and the Congregational. There is also a good public school 
building and a number of nice residences. 

Below is a list of the business houses. 

ELEVATORS. 

The Haywood elevator was erected by 8. M. Haywood & Son, in 
1875, and is now owned and operated by C. D. Waywood. It is 
constructed for handling all kinds of grain, with a eapacity of 
16 000 bushels. 

W. W. Powell erected an elevator in 1879, with a capacity of 
15,000 bushels, which is constructed on the most improved plan, 
and said to be the best in operation in the county. 

General Store— Louis Guth. 

Physicians.—G. M. Walker, F. Fisher, R. 8. Simpson. 

Blaeksmith— Matt. Hilger. 

Wagon Maker—William Christner. 

Boot and Shoe Maker.—Joln DB. Frost. 
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JEREMIAIL H. MURRY. 


Mr. Murny’s ancestors were of Welsh descent. Three brothers, 
Uenry, Charles aud John Murry, einigrated from Wales to America 
in the year 1773; of these, John Marry was the grandfather of the 
subject of this sketch. He was cighteen years old on coming to 
America, JIe served tive years in the Revolutionary war, and 
among the battles in which he took part was that of Bunker Till. 
Tn common with the soldiers of the American army, he was com- 
pelled to undergo cousiderable priyatiou and hardship, and among 
other incidents related of him it is said that on one of the forced 
marches which the enemy made, he lost his shoes in a swamp, 
and for a whole week afterward stood guard and performed his 
duties as a zoldier in his bare feet. After the Revolution, John 
Murry settled in Washington county, Maryland, and married Hliza- 
beth Bostetter. Jacob Murry was the name of Mr. Marry’s father. 


He was born in Washington county, Maryland, near Uagerstown, | 
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December fst, 1784. When a young man, he went fo Franklin 
county, Pennsylvania, and married Catharine Hallman. Jacob and 
Catharine Murry were the parents of fourteen ehildren, all of whom 
grew te be men and women, married and had families. Jacob 
Murray, in 1837, moved to Tuscarawas county, Ohio, He died in 
Sencen county, Ohio, February 16th, 1864, and his remains now 
repose at Fort Seneea, Ohio, on the old battle ground, the scene of 
Gen. Harrison’s engagement with the Indiaus, Tlis wife, Catharine 
Murry, was born in the year 1792, and is still ving in Seneea 
county, Ohio, at the advanced age of eighty-eight years. 

Jeremiah 1, Murry was born in Franklin county, Pennsylvania, 
Mareh 8th, 1815. Pree schools had in his boyhvod not yet been 
established, and but litde attention was paid to edueation. He was 
the oldest of the family, and as soon as he was large enough, was 
ubliged to help with the work on the farm. Consequently, he at- 
tended school not more than three months altogether, and for his 
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education he is indebted mostly to his own efforts. On the 1{th of 
May, 1883, he married Ann C. Wolfkill, who was born in Adams 
county, Pennsylvania, near Gettysburg, on the 15th of June, 1812. 
Iler great-grandfather on her father’s side came from Wales, set- 
tled in Pennsylvania, took part in the Indian wars before the 
Revolation, and was killed by the Indians, at ‘Fort Littleton, in 
Huntingdon connty, Pennsylvania, Her grandfather was Peter 
Wolfkill ler father, Henry Wolfkill, was a farmer in Adams 
County, Pennsylvania, and married Elizabeth Guidtner, daughter 
of John Samuel Guidtner, who was pressed into service as a tailor 
during the Revolution, lived to be nearly ninety-three, and died in 
Franklin county. Her father, Henry Wolfkill, was drafted into 
the United States service during the last war with Great Britain. 
Ife was a man of more than usually good musical talents, and 
belonged to one of the regimental bands. Ife accompanied the 
army to Black Rock, as it was then called, now the city of Butialo. 
Through exposure, (the soldiers being compelled to sleep on rushes 
at night to keep themselves out of the water) he was taken with a 
fever, which occasioned his death. Mrs. Murry still has in her 
possession the old original fife, whose pieremg music enlivened the 
march of the American soldiers in their campaigns against the 
British. Mr. Murry was farming in Franklin connty, Penusylyania, 
til] 1837, and then moved to Tusearawas county, Ohio. There he 
became the owner of eighty acres of land. In 196 he came to 
IHinois, and on the first day of September of that year setded where 
he now lives, on section 6 of Rosemond township. 

The prairie on which he settled is called the Buckeye prairie, 
from the fact that it was settled mostly by Ohio people. In the 
fall of 1856, between his house and Pana, not a furrow had been 
drawn nor a house built. Mr. and Mrs. Murry have had ten 
John R. Mur- 
ry, now farming in McPherson county, Kansas; Ann Elizabeth, 
now Mrs. D. F. Stockbridge, of Springfield; Catherine Rebecca, 
wife of D. S. Wolfkill, of Waverly, Morgan county; Joanna &., wife 
of Z. F. Bates, of Locust township; and D. FP. Murry, who is now 
practicing law at Morrisonville. Five are deceasedl—Cynthia Tsa- 
belle died at the age of four years and four months, in Stark county, 
Ohio; Sarah Alice died at the age of nearly seven; Rosa, at the 
age of three years and two months; -Aramintha FP. was nearly seven 
years old at the time of her death, Jacob W. Murry, the fourth 
child, was a young man of unnsnal talents. In his eighteenth year 
he entered Wittenberg College, Ohio, in which he was a stadent for 
a year; he taught school several years in this county, and intended 
to continue his collegiate studies and enter the ministry. [is 
career was, however, unfortunately cut short, April Gth, 1s60, hy 
typhoid fever. 

{n his political principles, Mr. Murry has always been a demo- 
erat. lis first vote for president was east for Gren. Jackson. Both 
he and his wife adhere in their theological belief to the Lutheran 
denomination, and Mrs. Murry, from girlhood, has been a subscriber 
and reader of the Latheran Observer, the old organ of the Luthe- 
ran denomination. 


children. The names of those living are as follows: 


JOSEPH W. McELROY 


Was born in Harrison county, Ohio, on the Ist of August, 1559. 
His ancestors on his father’s side were of Seoten-lrish descent. His 
father, Robert McElroy, was born in Pennsylvania, and at an early 
day became a resident of Ohio. He married Mary McFadden, who 
was born and raised in Ohio, and whose father was one of the early 
settlers of that state. By this marriage there were ten children, of 
whom Joseph W. McElroy was the youngest. In the spring of 
1840, when the subject of this sketch was about eight months of 


age, his father moved with the family to [llinois and settled in Pike 
county. In that part of the state Mr. McElroy was raised. Tis 
father died when he was between eleven and twelye years old. The 
neighborhood where the family resided was thinly settled, and the 
schools offered inferior advantages in the way of obtaining an edu- 
cation. Most of his knowledge was obtatned hy his own efforts. 
He lived at home till his mariage, which occurred on the 16th of 
February, 1860, to Miss Emma Pence, a native of Preble county, 
Ohio, but who was living in l’ike county in this state at the time of 
her marriage, 

In the spring of 180 he moved to Morgan county, where he was 
engaged, in farining till IN62, when he came to this county, and first 
rented land in Rosemond township, and in 1864 purchased 80 acres 
in section 18, on which he hax sinee resided. He is now the owner 
of 200 acres, part of which lies in Greenwood township. Tle has 
had seven children, of whom four (William, Alice, Minnie, and 
Charles) are now living. Te is one of the representative citizens 
of Locust township 

He was originally a republican, and his first vote for President 
was east for Lincoln in 1860. The last few years he has occupied 
an independent position ip politics, adhering to the views commonly 
maintained by the national grecnbaek organization. He is opposed 
ta monopolies in every shape, aud in favor of relief from the oppres- 
sive influences which the money-power and gigantie corporations 
exert over the body of the people. 

Ve was chosen a member of the Board of Supervisors from Rose- 
mond township in 1873, ‘74 and 775. Te has also acted as Town- 
ship Trustee. 


LOUTS GUTH. 

Tms gentleman, who is at present engaged in the drug business 
at Rosemond, beeame a resident of this county in 1859. He was 
born near the village of Ehrlbach, in Alsace, on the 25th of Sept., 
1831. Alsace at that time was a part of France, and so he was 
horn a French subject, though since the Franco-Prussian war of 
1870 it has been annexed to Germany. His parents’ names were 
Francis Guth and Lena Fluck; his mother died in 1839 when he 
was about cight years of age, and his father married a second time. 
Of the five children by his father’s first marriage, Mr. Guth is the 
only one now living. 

The year 1842 marked the emigration of the family from Ger- 
many to America. They settled in La Salle county, in this state, 
where Mr. Guth spent his boyhood. Lle uever attended school after 
coming to this country ; the only schooling he received was in Ger- 
many. La Salle county was at that time a new county, and in the 
district in which he lived no school had yet been established. In 
1550, when nineteen, he went to Millington iu Kendall eounty, and 
began learning the trade of a wagomu-maker, After learning this 
trade he worked at it in the town of Millington till 1850, 

While living there he married Caroline Krebs, who was horn in 
Baden, Germany, on the 20d of January, 1836. Tler father was 
Hironimus Krebs, and her mother’s name before marriage Benedicte 
Barer. Mr. Krebs emigrated with the family to America in 1548, 
and atter living one year in Erie, Pennsylvania, came to Newark, 
Kendall county, in this state, in 1849, and from there moved to 
Millington. Iter father was a cabinet-maker. 

In 1854 Mr. Guth came to Rosemond, and established bimself at 
his trade of a wagon-maker. 

At the beginning of the war of the rebellion he was living at 
Rosemond, and on the 13th of July, 1561, he enlisted for three 
years in Company M, 3d Ihbinois eavalry, Mustering in at 
Camp Butler at Springfield, his regiment was sent thence to Mis- 


souri, and trom that state moved down into Arkansas. The first 
battle in which he took part was that of Pea Ridge. After that en- 
gagement his regiment was in camp for a time in south-western Mis- 
souri, and then proceeded to Batesville, Ark., where he was stationcd 
from May to July, 1862. From Batesville he was ordered to 
Ilelena, Arkansas, where he was seized with a sericus attack of the 
lung fever. So eritieal was his condition that he was removed to 
the hospital, and atter laving there four wecks he wax discharged 
from the service, by reason of disability, on the 29th of Oct., D862, 
Ile returned to Rosemond, and gradually regaining his health he 
re-enlisted in February, 1864, and rejoined his ald company and 
regiment, at Memphis, Tennessee. He subsequently served in Ten- 
nessce, Kentucky, and Mississippi, and took part in the battle of 
Tupelo, Ja the summer of 1864 his regiment was sent to Kon- 
tueky, and at Padueah embarked on a boat tor Nashville, at which 
place the force arrived just as the battle of Nashville was over, At 
the close of the war he was in Mis: 
determined to send the 3d [linois cavalry against the Indians, who 
at that time were troublesome on the fronticrs of Minnesota. From 
St. Louis the regiment went by boat up the Mississippi to Minnesota, 
and on the 4th of July, 1865, left Fort Snelling in pursuit of the 
savages, The campaign extended as far west as Fort Berthold on 
the Missoori river, and north within thirty miles of the British line. 
Returning tv Fort Snelling he reeeived his discharge in October, 
1865, 

Hfe came back to Rusemond and resumed work at his trade, but 
found that his health had become so impaired that it was difficult 
to withstand the labor required. Accordingly in 1869 he disposed 
of his wagon-making business, and moved on a farm within a mile 
of Resemoud, In 1873 he returned to the town of Rosemond, and 
engaged in the business of buying grain. In E879, In partuer- 
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ship with Charles Dunsford, he began the drng business, Since 
Mr. Dunsford’s death in 1877 he has carried on the drug business 
by himesclf. 
Ve has always been a stanch and steadfast member of the repub- 
lican party, and has been connected with it from its earliest organiza- 
‘tion; his first vote for President was east in 1856 for Gen. Fremont, 
the first candidate for the Presidency presented by the republicans. 
Mr. Guth is a man of quict aud reserved disposition, and a good 
citizen. For the game of chess, one of his chief sources of reerea- 
tion, he possesses great fondness. 


LEMUEL PARSONS 
Was horn in Berkshire county, Massachusetts, December Sth, 1820. 
Jlis father, Lemuel Parsons, and his mother, Achsah Richards, 
The subject of this sketch 
was the youngest of nine children, His education was obtained 
principally at the Weetficld Normal School. Leaving home at the 
age of twenty, he took charge of a sehool at Green river, Columbia 
eounty, New York. — For several years afterwards he was engaged 
in teaching in the States of New York, Massachusetts and Con- 
necticut, the most of the time in Conneetieut. In 1854, le went to 
Brandou, Mississippi, as professor of mathematics in the Brandon 
igh School. In 1855, he became associate principal of the Baton 
Rouge Collegiate Institute, a large and flourishing school for boys 
at Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Ue kept that position till the break- 
ing out of the war of the rebellion oceasioned lis removal to the 
north. A sister had settled at Rosemond, while visiting whom in 
1858 he had purchased a tract of Jand which forms part of his 
present farm. Ife came to Nosemond in the summer of 1861, and 
has sinee been engaged in farming. During the war he was enroll- 
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ing officer for Rosemond township. From 1865 to 1874, he was 
Justice of the Peace, and was again elected to that office in May, 
1870. From 1870 to 1877, he represented Rosemond township on 
the Board of Supervisors. Sinee his residenee at Rosemond he has 
been connceted with the Congregational Chureh, and is a member 
of the Board of Trustees and Superintendent of its Sunday-sehool. 
Tle was first a whig in politics and afterward a republican. — 1lis 
wife, Mary Ellen Moxley, a native of New London, Conneeticut. 
whom he married at Groton, Connecticut, on the Ist of September, 
Pso7, died on the 26th of January, 1580, 


ROBERT &. EWING. 

LIKE many of the residents of Roscmonl, Mr. Ewing hails from 
the good old State of Ohio. His aneesturs on his father’s side 
formerly lived on a farm which passed the boundary line between 
Maryland and Pennsylvania. The dwelling-hovse was in Pconsyl- 
vania, and the spring close by in Mary‘and. Alexander Ewing, 
the father of Robert §. wing, was born in Pennsylvania, and in 
that state married Susan A Itutton. This marriage took place 
about the year 1815, In the year 1819, he moved out to Ohio, and 
settled in a part «Ff the state which was then wild and thinly in- 
habited. Tle made a farm in the heavy timber, This farm was in 
Jetierson county, on the line between Jetterson and Harrison. The 
pike road between Steubenville aud Cadiz ran past the place, and 
it Was not sixteen milcs from Steubenville. Ou this farm, on the 
7th day of August, 1854, was born Robert 8. Ewing. After living 
thirty-two years on the same place, in 1851, his father moved west- 
ward, and found a home in Pike county, in this state, nine miles 
north of Dittstield, where he became the owner of a large and valu- 
able farm, aud where he died on the 9th of May, 1865, at the age 
of nearly seventy-seven. Mr. Ewing’s mother died in Pike county, 
in the early part of the year 1873, at the age of about seventy-two. 

Tle was the Gleventh of a family of sixteen children, composed of 
seven brothers and nine sisters, all of whom grew to manhood and 
womanhood. The first seventeen years of his life were spent in 
Ohio. He worked on the farm in the summer and attended sehool 
in the winter till he was sixteen. After coming to this state in 1851, 
he had his home with his father till his marriage, whieh took place 
on the 21st of Mareh, 1861. 

The maiden nanie of his wife was Caroline Simpson, daughter of 
James Simpson and Mary Noble. Her grandtather, John Simpson, 
emigrated from Lluntingdon county, Pennsylyauia, to Harrison 
county, Ohio, where he was une of the pioneer scttlers. Ter father 


was born in Harrison county, Ohio, in the same house in whieh his 
daughter, Mrs. Ewing, was subsequently born. Her mother, Mary 
Noble, was born in Jreland, and came to America when a small 
child in the year 13822. 0 Mrs. Ewing's parents are now living at 
tosemond, 

After his marriage, Mr. Ewing lived for a eouple of years on a 
farm adjoining the old homestead, and then moved back to his 
father’s old farm on which he lived till he left Pike county. In 
1868, he eame to this county, and bought three hundred and 
twenty acres of land in section eleven of Rosemond township. This 
was raw prairie land without improvements. Forty aercs had been 
broken and put in wheat, but this was the only attempt which bad 
been made toward putting it in enltivation, In the summer of 1868, 
he built his present residence, into which he moved the following 
September. le devoted his attention to the cultivation and ini- 
provenient of his farm, and is now the owner of a fine and valuable 
traet of land. In 1875, he and his wife paid a visit to Kansas, nnd 
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their health heeoming somewhat impaired, Mr. Ewing, in 1876 
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leased his farm for three years with the purpose of residing in Kan- 
sas during that time, there recovering the health of himsel! and 
wife, and then returning to Illinois. Accordingly he bought cighty 
acres of land in Harvey county, Kansas, on which he crected a 
dwelling-house and other improvements, but having some difficulty 
with the lease of his farm in this county, he returned to Illinois in 
March, 1877, and has since been living on his farm in Rosemond 
township. 

He is one of the substantial and representative farmers of this 
part of the county. He has been industrious and energetic as far as 
permitted by ill health, from which he hax suffered to some extent 
for several years. Mr. and Mrs. Ewing have had eight children, 
whose names are as follows: Maggie A., Benjamin S., Emma E., 
Carrie J., James G., Robert E., Joho M.and Jacob H. The oldest 
daughter, Maggie A., was born in 1862. When seven years of age 
she was taken with a disease of the spine, from which she suffered 
for several years, and from which she died on the 2&th of June, 
1875. In polities Mr. wing has always been a republican. 


THOMSEN. LNISINE 

Tuomas N. Lakin was born at Freeport, Harrison county, Ohio, 
on the thirteenth of August, 1845. His father, T. N. Lakin, was 
also a native of Ohio. Hix mother, Mary .A. Pepper, was born in 
Ohio, and was the daughter of Henry Pepper, who was of German 
descent, and moved trom Virginia to Ohio, and was one of the ear- 
liest settlers of Harrison county in that State; he moved from 
Harrison to Tuscarawas county, where he died. Mr. Lakin's 
mother died when he was only a few days old, and he was there- 
upon taken to raise by his uncle, Joshua Pepper, now one of the 
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old and respected citizens of Hosemond township. Inthe year 1854 
Mr. Pepper removed from Tuscarawas county, Ohio, to IHinois. 
He settled in the fall of the same year on section thirty-one of 
Locust township, and oceupied a frame house which had been built 
in the fall of 1855, and which was the second frame house ever 
erected on the Buckeye prairie. Mr. Lakin was about eleven years 
of age when he accompanied Mr. Pepper's famtly to Christian 
eounty. He had attended school in Ohio from the age of five years, 
and after coming to Christian county went to the Buckeye school, 
which was principally under the instruction of I L. Mull. In the 
fall of 1862, at the age of nineteen, he entered the State Normal 
University at Normal, Hlinois, which institution he attended till 
the summer of 1863. On the ninth of August, 1863, he married 
Rebeecea Hunter, daughter of William Hunter. Mrs. Lakin is a 
native of Tuscarawas county, Ohio. In the fall of 1863 Mr. Lakin 
took charge uf a school in Locust township, and with the exception 
ofa couple of years, bas been engaged in teaching in Locust and 
Rosemond townships, from that time to the present. During part 
of the years 1865 and 1866, he was in the mercantile busmess at 
Princeton, and in 1867 and 1868 at Nosemond. He has also been 
engaged in farming. In his political principles he has always been 
a member of the republican party. Ilis first vote for President 
was cast for Lincoln, in 1864. In 1868 he served as assessor of 
Rosemond township. He has six children, three girls and three 
boys. 

His uncle, Joshua Pepper, to whom Mr. Lakin in his early life 
was indebted for a home, is now one of the oldest settlers on the 
Buekeve prairie. He is now living on section five of Rosemond 
township, at the age of seventy-six. 
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TOWNS HIP. 


JOUTH FORK Township lies due west of Taylorville, 
the county seat. It is bounded on the east by the 
South Fork of the Sangamon, south by Bear Creck and 
King townships, west and north by Sangamon county, 
and the South Fork of the Sangamon. The soil is rich, fertile and 
produetive, the larger portion of which was originally covered with 
a heavy growth of timber. Considerable timber is yet found along 
the margin of the streams. The township is drained by Clear ereck 
and the south fork of the Sangamon and its tributaries, all 
of which streams run in a northern and north-west direction, 
and finally lose their waters in the Sangamon river. This 
township, as organized, embraced all that portion of the county 
lying west of the South Fork of the Sangamon river, including a 
part of the four townships, 13 and 14, and ranges 3 and 4 weet. 
It contains an area of about eight miles square ; it has heen known 
and ealled the “South Fork Precinct,” since the organization of 
ihe county. 


FIRST SETTLERS. 


It was in this township that the first settlement in the county 
was made, Martin Hanon, and others following him, “squatted” 
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here and made the first scttlement, in the year 1818. Mr. 
Hanon improved the tract of Jand now better known as the 
Esquire Council farm. Tle built a cabin, plowed a little patch 
of ground, with an old barshear plow, between two hazel 
thickets, for a“ truck patch,” where his widowed mother, who ac- 
companied him to his new home, set out some “ shillotts,” a species 
of onion, tans:y, “old man,” and other ‘“ycarbs,” brought along. 
Alexander Matthews, who came with Martin Hanon, built a cabin 
the following season, and, in course of time, pnt a “ housekeeper” 
in it. The following comprises the names of some of the families 
who first settled in this portion of the county. John S.Sinnet, Clai- 
born Matthews, and his sons, Eli and Alexander, and Kinechen came 
svon after Hanon in 1818. In 1819 came Jake Gragy. Samuel 
Miller, the father uf Daniel and Martin Miller, scttled in this lo- 
eality in 1823, Solomon and John Meads in 1824. Tn 1825 came 
John Johnson; he first settled what has since been better known as 
the old Ralston homestead. Jacob Wydiek, Mr. Chapman, George 
Vandeveer, Charles Vandeveer, Robert Richardson, William Rich- 
ardson, Sr., John Finley, Andrew Finley, Isane Leacham, George 
and Samuel Cockelreese, John Durbin, John Z. Durbin, Jacob Ca- 
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gle, Samuel Wart and Aquilla Council came previous to the “ deep 
snow,” in 1830. 

The Richardson connection was quite numerous, and this circum- 
stanee gave the name “ Richardson settlenent,’’ by which that sec- 
tion of the county was known for years. ‘These families settled on 
the prairie in S28. They were zealous members of the Methodist 
Chureh, and at an carly day organized a society, Robert Richard- 
son, Sr. Wain. Tichardson, Sr., and John S. Sinnet were leading 
members. The first meetings were held in private houses, and after 
atime Robert Mtcvhardson, S 


set about building a church. Amos 
and Jesse Richardson, his sons, aided him in cutting and hauling 
logs to Elgan’s Mill, and then, at night-time, were granted the 
privilege of running the mill, free of charge, in sawing necessary 
Jumber tor the church, This good old father in the ehurch worked 
faithfully, and without remuneration, in building the little old 
“ meeting-honse,” which stood so many years as an antiquated 
landmark. In time it gave place to the present Bethany Church. 
Ina dilapidated form it was moved away, having served well its 
purpose as a houxe of worship. It was the firet church built in the 
county, and around it clustered many memories of olden times. 
The new Bethany M. E. Church, ten miles west of Taylorville, was 
erected in the summer of 1867; it is a commodious building, and 
has a seating capacity of 500. Its cost was 84,000. 

First Wedding celebrated in this township was that of Eli Mat- 
thews to Miss Susan Hanon, on the 2ist of April, 1825. They 
were married by Rey. William Roberts; the license was issued by 
Cc. R. Matheney, County Clerk, at Springfield. This was the first 
organized township (T. J4, li. 3) for school purposes, and the elec- 
tion of school officers in the county. 


FIRST SCILOOLAHMOUSE, 


The first school-honse was located a few rods south of Esquire 
Council's place. It was made of rough Jogs, and noted for 
its large fire-plaec, taking up the whole end of the build- 
ing, the ehimney being made inside. The first school taught in 
this building was by Silas Alexander. Subsequently John H. 
Davis, Sr., and John MM. Taylor taught here. Somé years after its 
erection the house burned down, and a neat frame sehool-house was 
built a short distance-from where the old one stood, which was the 
pride of the neighborhood ; it was noted for its literary exhibitions, 
In it were delivered frequent lectures, and under its hospitable roof 
flourished a debating society. Some of the participants of these 
exercises, outside the township, were II], M. Vandeveer, Daniel 
Miller, William $. Moore, Dr. C. Goudy, and others. In it were 
taught, during the long winter evenings, “Singing Geography ” 
and singing schools. But this house, with all its pleasant assoeia- 
tions, has been nuabered with the things that were, and another 
more commodions and elegant has taken its place. Judge H. M. 
Vandeveer was one of the log eabin teachers in this township in 
early days, 

This township had its sensations. It is related that two of its 
citizens traded wives. ‘Twoaged people, * Grand{ather Chapman ”’ 
and wife, noted tor their longevity, each being ever one hundred 
years old, were residents of this township. They lived above 
Esquire Council’s; their two sons, Hiram and Lintz, also resided 
in this township. 

Abram art was one of the pioneer settlers of South Fork, 
and was especially neted as a great bee hunter. The ‘ Timber 
Field,’ of traditionary fame, is lueated in this township. 1t is situ- 
ated in the bottom timber, a short distance below Ralston’s bridge, 
ou the east side of the stream. The old clearing has been noticed 
by the passing traveler for many years. In early times there was 
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a smallimprovement with the log eabin and rude surroundings 
made hy the old pioneer, John Waddle, in 1824, a relative of 
Te-quire Shad. Campbell. Tle disposed of his claim to John Baker, 
who lived on it several years; Mr. D. Baker, the aged father, lived 
with lis son, Tradition has it that he was an old soldier of the 
Tevolutionary war, and that his remains now repose in that se- 
questered, lonely old field, with no stone to mark the spot of this 
brave defender of his country in her hour of trial. — Its occupants 
have all long since passed away, and a rank nndergrowth covers the 
place ; the tall, overhanging trees around alone singing their requiem. 
Several families, at a later date, settled in that vicinity. But they 
live in continual dread of the annual floods. In the memorable 
great rise of the Sangamon, in the summer of 1875, it nearly sub- 
merged the cabin of James Chandler, causing him to beat a hasty 
retreat before the rising, surging flood, with his family and effeets. 
John Burris’ house was filled with water several feet above the 
floor, and a large iree forced open the door. It was with extreme 
ditticulty that he resened his family from the roof, and ferried them 
toa place of safety. The water at Ralston’s Bridge and bottom 
was twenty-five feet above low water mark, and Mr. Ralston said it 
was five feet nine inches higher than ever before known to the 
oldest inhabitants. 

Stone Quarries—One of the finest stone quarries in the county is 
located near the Nalsten Bridge. The stone for the foundation of 
the present court-house was taken from it. In earlier years most of 
the lime used in the county was burned at this quarry. The ledge of 
rocks had quite a notoricty m the pioneer days for its den of rattle- 
snakes. 

Mills—In early times there were three water mills in this town- 
ship. Elgan’s Mill was the first and most notable of these, situated 
on the South Fork of the Sangamon, some ten miles north-west of 
Taylorville. Tt was a saw and grist mill, built in the year 1835, by 
William Wallace and Dabney nuckols. Aiter operating it a year 
or two, they disposed of it to Martin Tanon and Eli Matthews, 
aud they in turn sold it to Jesse Elgan, in 1858, He ran it for 
several years, und disposed of it to Alexander Tlumplireys. It next 
passed into the hands of Capt. Gordon, in 1857, who subsequently 
converted it into a steam mill, loeating it about one hundred yards 
further down the river. Since then it has been sold and removed, 
and now no vestige of this once noted water-mill remains. Capt, 
Gordon also carried on the first store in this township, This Capt, 
Gordon was convicted of piracy and kidnapping slaves during the 
war of the rebellion, and was hung in New York City. 

A few miles further up the river, and about six miles west of 
Taylorville, was a saw and grist mill owned by Levi Hinkle, an 
old pioneer settler. The third was Whitecratt’s saw and grist-mill 
located on West Clear Creek. Jts ereetion was undertaken by 
Rathbone and his son-in-law, Geo. Maddox, but completed by 
Whitecraft. This mill was a great conyenicnee to the early in- 
habitants, 

Sehools.— The county court at its December term, 1859, appointed 
Robert Richardson, Sr, Benjamin Robertson, and William Tlarvey 
trustees of schools in township fourteen, north, range three, west. 
It was the first organized township for school purposes. Esquire 
Couneil for many years was its treasurer. This township with 
others suffered with haying depreciated state bank paper on hand. 
The legislature passed an act March 4, 1545, authorizing the school 
commissioner of Christian county to loan on the best terms in his 
power, any note or notes of the state bank of Tllinois received for 
debts due on sehool fund in any township, but in no event fora less 
amount than filty eents on the dollar. 

The store of J.C. Bulpit was robbed June 15, 1864. Te fled to 
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the house for safety, barring his door against the thieves. The 
robhers were disguised with blackened faces. This store is located 
on the §. E. quarter, Sec. 4, T. 138 R.3 W., about one mile southwest 
from Ralston’s. John H. Davis, Sr., formerly a resident of this 
township, and at one time a school teacher, died in Taylorville, Jan 

20, 1866, aged 79 years. A. B. Humphreys, at one time owner of 
the “ Elgan Mills,” died at his residence in the western part of the 
township, Oct. 8, 1865, aged 60 years. 

First Officers. —The first precinct officers were elected Aug. 5, 
1839. It then included all of the Bear Creck country, and polled 
about ninety votes. Aquilla Council and Presley Peek were elected 
the first justice of the peace; Amos Richardson and John L. Cagle 
were elected constables; the latter resigned and Jackson Wilson was 
elected to fill the vacancy in Aug. 1841. Amos Richardson re- 
signed, being elected sheriff'in 1842, and Eleven Elgan was elected 
May 2, 1842, to fill the vacaney. According to the census of 1870, 
South Fork contained a population of 1279. The number of votes 
polled in 1876 at the presidential election was 515 The lands in 
this township were originally surveyed and certified July 12, 1821, 

The first lands entered in this township, as taken from the county 
records, were made hy the following pe T. 18-5, Jan. 25, 1830, 
Jeremiah Simpkin, N. W. 3 See. 1, 155 3-100 acres; May 20, 1850, 
Jesse Langley, E. 4 N. W. 4 See. 12, 80 acres; May 20, 1850, John 
Young, N. E. + Sec. 1, 15% 76-100 acres; T. 14-5, June 24, 1829, 
Thomas Wilson, E. 3, N. E. 3 Sec. 20, 80 acres; T. 14-4, April 14, 
1830, Horatio M. Vandeveer, W.3, N. 5. 3, See. 25, SU acres; April 
28, 1832, Eli C. Blankensop, 5. E. + Sec. m4, 160 acres; June 13, 
1838, Nathaniel N. Ware, E. 3, Dat Pets 36, 80 acres; T. 15-4, 
Oct. 2, 1848, EH C. Darwin, 8. W. + Sec. 2, 160 acres; Oct. 50, 
1848, Robert E. Sanders, W. 3 8. W. 4 See. 5, 80 acres; Oct. 50, 
1848, John H. Sanders, W. 3 N. W. } See. 10, 80, 


BLACKBURN. 
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A post-office and village is located near the center of olgea. 
and is a great convenience to the inhabitants of South Fork as a 
local trading point and for mails. Here resides Dr. J. H. Dicker- 
son, one of the leading physicians of Christian county. Ile is also 
postmaster, and engaged in merchandizing at this point. 

We subjoin a list of township officers : 

Supervisors.—Gavin Ralston, elected 1866; H. Richardson, 1867 ; 
re-elected 1868; John M. Coleman, 1869; Charles Humphreys, 
1870, re-elected 1871; L. Adams, 1872; J. H. Dickerson, 1875; 
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J. M. Coleman, 1874; A. A. Taylor, 1875; L. Adams, 1876; John 
White, 1877; C. C. George, 1878; Mathew Cavanaugh, 1879; W. 
Armstrong, 1830. 

wtssessors.—Isaac [looyer, 1876, re-elected 1877; 8. 5. Whitmer, 
1878; Samuel Peck, 1870, re-elected 1880. 

Collectors — Josiah A. Hill, elected 1866; Levi Whitmer, 1867; 
Wim. M. Peek, 1568; Wm. G. George, 1869; Isaac Hoover, 1871; 
S.. Whitmer, 1872, and cach year pp to 1877; J. W. Coady, 
1877, re-elected 1878; KR. A. Shaw, 1879; J. II. Day 1880. 

Town Clerks —Charles Dell, 1876, re-elected 1877; W. N. Gal- 
loway, 1875; Jolin McCoy, 1879; Lawrence ae 1880. 

Commissioners of Highways—John Taff, 1876; J. H Dickerson, 
1877; Orin Conway, 1878; John Jersey, 1879; A. M- Council, 
1880. 

Constubles—Nicholas Padget aud G. A. Call, elected in 1873; 
W. IL. Tweedy, 1874; Wm. N. Calloway, 1876; Nicholas Padget, 
re-elected 1877; Sandford Sharp, elected 1877. 

Justice of the Peace.—Otho W. Greer, elected in 1866, resigned 
Nov. 19; John H. Caldwell, 1866; G. W. Hoover, to fill vaeancy. 
Gy. W. ILoover and G. W. Mason, 1870; James Craig, 1873; W.J. 
Ronse, 1874; James Craig and A. A. Taylor, 1877; Orin Gifford, 
1878 

Among the old settlers of Christian county, now residing in 
South Fork, we mention the following, and the time they came to 
the county: W. F. Gore, a Kentuckian by birth, settled here in 
1830. Robert Preston Langley, Sr., also a native of Kentucky, 
came here in 1829. Ilis wife, Minerva A. Pittman, was born in 
Clark county, Ind., and came to Christian county with her parents in 
1826. <A. Ralston became a resident of South Fork in 1854. He 
was born in Washington county, Indiana Leasou Adams, another 
old settler, a North Carolinian by birth, located here in 1830. His 
wife, Amelia Ralston, a native of Indiana, beeame a resident here 
in 1834. The Whitecraft family were also among the early settlers, 
J. C. Whitecraft, a Kentuckian, came here in 1835, and Joseph 
A. Whiteeraft moved from Sangamon county here in 1856. 

Improvements—In South Fork may be found some of the best 
farms and farm improvements in the county. We call the attention 
of the reader to the illustrations of farm scenery belonging to this 
township; also to the biographical sketches of several of the old 
settlers and prominent men who have done so much toward the de- 
velopment and improvement of this part of the country. 
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Tur Whitecraft family have been the pionecrs of three states, 
viz.: Tennessee, Kentucky, and IHinois. Their ancestors came to 
Ameriea from England at a period anterior to the revolutionary 
war. They settled in Pennsylvania. Jolin Whiteeraft, the grand- 
father of the present family, was born in Lancaster county. He 
was a hatter by trade. Being of an adventurons disposition he 
concluded to forsake the comforts of his home and try the life of a 
frontiersman. Accordingly about the elose of the revolutionary war, 
he emigrated to Tennessee. A short time afterward he removed 
to Bath county, then known as Montgomery county, Kentucky. 
Here he remained until his death. Ile married Jane Kincaid. 
By this union there were six children, two sons and four daughters. 

John Whitecraft, his son,and father of the subject of this sketch, 
was born in Tennessee. Ile was in his cighth year when the family 
removed to Bath county, Kentucky. Jvlin grew to manhood and 
married Rachel Arnett, who was a native of Clark county, Nen- 
tucky. The Arnetts were of Scotch-Irish descent, the ancestors of 
whom settled in the Carolinas at a very early period in the history 
of that section of the country. By this marriage there were six 
sons and one daughter, four of whom are still living. 
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A. WITITECRAIT. 


John Whiteeraft was a man who loved freedom of thought and 
action, and hated that which partook of the nature of oppression. 
He therefore at an early age imbibed sentiments hostile to the insti- 
tution of slavery, as it then existed in the Southern States. In 
order to escape its bancful influences, and that he might raise and 
educate his children in a manner corresponding to his ideas of 
right, he coneluded wisely to leave the South, and come to the 
tree North. 

Strong and sinecre in his resolution, in 1834 he eame to Spring- 
field, Ulinots, and from that point, In company with Alexander 
Ilumphreys, traveled oyer Sangamon county, carefully examining 
the quality and nature of the soil, and looking out for a desirable 
location. When he came to the north part of what is now known 
as South Fork township, he was so favorably impressed with that 
part of the country, that he purchased a quarter section upon which 
there was a small elap-hoard house, a view of which can he seen on 
another page. In September, 1835, he moved his family from Ien- 
tueky to a place two miles south-east of Springfield, I!inois, where 
they remained until April,.1836, when they removed to their new 
and what has proved to be their home to the present time. Mr. 
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Whitecraft, soon after the purchase of the first quarter, entered the 
north half of seeetion thirty-six. He afterward heeame the owner 
of other traets, and when he died was possessed of eonsiderable 
land. He was aman of enlarged views and good business qualities. 
He belonged to the rigid faith of the old Scotch Preshyterians, and 
was devont and full of that stern eourage that made men martyrs 
to prineiple, 

Like all his class he was honest and exact, doing unto ethers as 
he would have others do unto lim. Jn his domestic life none were 
kinder or exhibited more parental affection. Ike died July 25th, 
1847. His wife, and the mother of the present family, survived him 
many years. She died September 22d, 1876, in the eightieth year 
of her age. Joseph A. is the eldest of the family. TTIe was born 
in Bath county, Kentucky, January I]th, 1819. The other mem- 
bers of the family are John C., who isa farmer and resident of 
South Fork township ; Silas M. and Cceorge W., residents of Spring- 
field, and Jane ML, only sister, widow of John Williams, She has 
two children, both boys, named Chester G. and O-car Williams. 


Joseph A. had but few advantages in his youth for receiving an 
education, Jle attended the eommon schvols of his native state, 
and reeeived sueh learning as they could give. It must be remem- 
bered that the school system of that day was not up to the high 
standard that it is at present. The country was sparsely settled, 
and school-houses were few and far between. Then too, the youth 
of the land had to become producers, and help to provide for them- 
selves and members of the family. They matured early, and be- 
came stalwart yeomanry at a time when they are about ready to 
enter upon their education, 

The subject of this sketch has by close observation, in a measure, 
remedied the lack of opportunities in his youth. That together 
with his love of reading, and desire for information, has rendered 
him a well-informed man upon the current events of the day. Ile 
is aman of good business habits and methodical, and being pos- 
sessed uatnrally of a large share of good sound eommon seuse, 
which he has applied to his business relations in life, he has, per 
consequence, been more than ordinarily successful in the accumula- 
tion of property. 

His father, as intimated above, was an anti-slavery man, and 
fought the system that made men chattels on every occasion. His 
repugnance and dislike to that peeuliar institution was transmitted 
to his children. They at an early age ranged themselves on the 
side of freedom and human rights, and lived to see that hated curse 
go down amidst the thunders and horrors of war. Joseph A., in 
his early manhood, gave his support to the old line whig party, as 
more nearly representing his views. Tis first presidential vote was 
east for William Henry Harrison in 1840. When the whig party 
went down and the young republiean giant sprang into existence, 
he was among its first advoeates and adherents. He has always re- 
mained firm and true to its principles. He belongs to the party 
and votes the ticket for the principles that underlie and support the 
organization, and not from any desire to share in the spoils of office 
that fall to the party in power, The Whitecrafts do not belong to 
that class. They vote froma sense of duty. They prefer to enjoy 
broad acres, well tilled, tine stoek and beautiful homes, to the un- 
certainties and perplexities of polities and politicians. 

Mr. Whitecraft may be regarded as one of the pioneers of Chris- 
tian county. When he came here he was young and in the full flush 
of young manhood. Nearly a half century has fled by on the wings 
of relentless time. Then the broad expanse of uneultivated land 
was overgrown with rank grass, and filled with miasmatie swamps. 
Then were seen droves of deer that gazed upon mau with open-eyed 


wonder, The only sound that broke the stillness was the wild turkey 
calling to its mate, or the dismal ery of the wolf'ashe prowled near the 
few scattering farm-houses. ‘Now the landscape is dotted over with 
thrifty villages and dwellings. Where the grass was theu, now 
waves the golden grain; above the fever-producing swamps hangs 
the rich bloom of the tasseled eorn, and on all sides is heard the 
busy hum of husbandry. What a wonderful change, and all with- 
inthe memory and the time that Joseph A. Whiteeraft came into 
the county. 

Forty-four years ago he came here and made this his home, and 
lived among this people, and in all those years, so even has been 
the tenor of his way, that it is doubtful if he has made one down- 
right enemy. In his intercourse with meu he is a kind-hearted man, 
—one whose home is open to you, and whose acquaintance it is a 
genuime pleasure to make. 

IIe belongs to that sehool of old Kentueky gentlemen who have 
always been noted for their open hospitality and the kindly wel- 
come they extend to all, 

Ilis highest ambition in life has been achieved, and that is to be 
a practical farmer, possessing broad aeres, well tilled, good stock, 
health and happiness. No man in the community stands higher in 
the estimation of his neighbors than he, and all accord him the 
reputation of a straightforward, plain, honest man. 


WILLIAM II, CROWL 


Ts a native-born Tllinoisan. ITis place and date of birth was 
Sangamon county, April 14, 1845. Tis father, Joseph Crow], was 
a native of Washington county, Maryland. Tle was a soldier of 
the war of 1812, and one of the patriotic detenders of his eountry, 
The Crowls on the paternal side are of German extraction, and on 
the maternal English, Mr. Crow] the elder came to Sangamon 
county in 1834, and Inecated at a point east of Roehester, where he 
remained until his death, which event occurred September 10, 1865. 
He was a farmer and stock raiser, in which he was very successful. 
He marricd Mary Ann Dillehant. She was born and raised on the 
Eastern shore, Maryland. By this marriage there were fifteen 
children, eight of whom are living. The suhject of this sketeh is 
the youngest in the family. Tle remained at home engaged in 
agricultural pnrsuits, until 1868, when he came to Christian county, 
and purchased a half section of land in Section 19, T. 13, I. 3 W., 
and in the following spring he built a dwelling-house upon it, and 
has remained there to the present. On the 10th of January, 1871, 
he married Miss Sarah E. Miller, who is also a native of Sangamon 
county. [Ter father, Samuel Miller, was born in Loudon eounty, 
Va,and her mother, whose matden name was Eliza Jones, was a 
native of Kentucky. The Jones’ fauiily came to [inois at a very 
early day, and are among the first settlers of Sangamou county. 
There have been born to W. H. and Sarah E. Crow! four children. 

Their names are: Laura, Samuel Joseph, Charles Franklin and 
Eva Mabel Crowl. 9 Mi. Crow! is not a member of any church 
organization. He believes in doing to others as he would have others 
do unto you, aud believes that if that maxim is lived up to a 
man has within him a good share of the essenee of genuine Christi- 
anity. In polities he is an ardent and reliable republican. He 
east his first presidenual vote for U. 5. Grant, in 1868, and since 
that time has voted the republican ticket in all state and national 
eleetions. Mr. Crowl is among the prominent farmers and stock 
raisers of his township. He has a beautiful farm, well tilled and in 
a most excellent condition. A view of his residence can be seen on 
another page in this work, 
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THE subject of the present sketch is one of the leading and 
prominent men of South Fork township, and a representative man 
of the county. The Dickerson family, on both sides are of English- 
Irish ancestry, and were originally from Maryland. John S. Dicker- 
son, the father of Dr. John H., was a native of Kentucky. Ile 
came with his father to Indiana at an early date in the history ef 
that State. From Indiana he came to Sangamon county, Tlinois, 
where he marricd Mary E. Bell. After his marriage he returned 
to Indiana, where he remained for three years, and then came baek 
to Sangamon county, where he still resides. The Doctor is the 
eldest in a family of six children, all of whom have reached 
maturity. Ife was born in Davis county, Indiana, June 24th, 
1847. He received a fair education in the schools of Sangamon 
county, and at the age of sixteen years he entered the State normal 
school at Bloomington, Ilinois. It was his father’s wish and desire 
that he should adopt teaching as a profession. Ile remained in the 
normal school two years, then returned home and taught school 
one term, and at the same time commenced the study of medicine 
under the direction of Dr. TH. O. Bolles, of Springfield, Hlinois. 
In the fall of 1868 he entered the Philadelphia University of Medi- 
cine and Surgery, and graduated from that institution on the 23d 
of February, 1870, with the degree of M. D. Ile returned home, 
and the same year located and commenced the practice of his pro- 
fession in Bear Creek township, Christian county, Illinvis. Nine 
months later he came to South Fork township, and located at a 
point since known as Blackburn, where he has continued the prac- 
tice with great success to the present. 

The Doctor belongs to the progressive school of medicine. He 


came to his present locality a comparatively young man, with 
nothing but his knowledge received from books, and a thorough 
training in the best medical schools in the country. This, and his 
energy and industry, was his only capital. Tis determination to 
succeed has brought its reward. On the 3d of March, 1875, he 
was united in marriage to Miss Mary J. Humphreys. She is a 
native of Sangamon county, Hlinois, but was a resident of South 
Fork township at the time of her marriage. Dr. Dickerson is an 
active member of the ancient and honorable order of Masons. 

In polities he is a sound and uncompromising democrat, 
thoroughly in accord with the principles of his party, and a stanch 
believer in the ultimate suceess of that grand old organization. 
He has through boyhood and maturer years given his adhesion to 
that party, and he sces no good reason to donbt that its prin- 
ciples must eventually succeed, if the freedom of the country is 
to be maintained, and the ideas of the founders of the republic per- 
petuated. His prominence as a man, and worth as a citizen, 
received recognition by being elected to represent his township in 
the board of supervisors. He has also held various other offices in 
his township, and in all of them carefully looked after the interests 
of his people. He is aman who could safely be trusted with the 
interests of the people in any position that his friends might be 
pleased to honor him with. Among the people where he is best 
known he is respected for his intelligence, energy, and directness of 
purpose. In his manners he is a pleasing gentleman, with good 
address and fine appearance. His character is above reproach. 
Asa physician he takes high rank in his profession. 
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Tue George family were originally from Virginia. His father, 
_Edward George, was a native of that State. At the age of six 
years he removed with his father’s family to Kentucky, where he 
remained until about 1831, when he came to Illinois and settled on 
Spring Creek, Sangamon county. His death occurred in June, 
1875. He married Catherine Whaley. The subject of this sketch 
is the youngest in a family of six children. He was born in San- 
gamon county, Ilhuois, September 6th, 1846. He attended the 
schools of his district and worked upon the farm until his seven- 
teenth year, when he enlisted as a private in Company “M,” 16th 
Illinois Cavalry. The company rendezyoused at Camp Butler, then 
was ordered to Cincinnati, and from there to Cumberland Gap, Ten- 
nessee, where it entered upon active service. The company then was 
a part of the 3d Battalion, 16th Illinois Cavalry, under command 
of Major C. EH. Beers. The command was sent on the errand of 
driving out the rebels, and opening up Powell’s Valley, extending 
from the Gap into Virginia, for the foraging trains. They were 
met by the 64th Virginia, a mounted regiment that was guarding 
that section of the country. This was in the fall and winter of 
1863. In the battle that followed the rebel command was beaten 
and driven through Jonesboro, and the 16th Cavalry remained 
upon guard until a large and overwhelming force, under command 
of the Confederate General Sam. Jones, was sent out against it. Iu the 
engagement against this superior force the entire command left 
alive were captured and taken prisoners. They were taken to 
Libby prison, in Richmond, and from there sent to Belle Island, 
where they remained two months, and from there they were taken 
out, packed in box cars, and taken to Andersonville. Here, in 
this loathsome pen, C. C. George, in company with his fellow- 
prisoners, spent eleven long and terrible months. The suiferings 
that they endured are almost beyond the power of pen to describe. 


Into this marrow pen, coveriug an area of fifteen acres, were 
crowded as many as thirty-five thousand men, with no drainage or 
means of carrying off the accumulation of filth, scarcely any tents 
or covering, Insuificiency of food, and that of the worst kind, 
ragged, half-naked, full of vermin, and suffering from hunger and 
thirst, breathing the pestilential and foul vapors arising from the 
filthy and over-crowded stockade, is it any wonder that strong men 
wilted, sickened, rotted, and died, with no more care paid them 
than if they were so many beasts of the field? We challenge 
all civilized or barbaric ages to produce a record more foul or 
systematically inhuman than the treatment of union prisoners in 
the pen at Andersonville. It is a blot and stain on the boasted 
civilization of the nineteenth century that man’s inhumanity to 
man should cause such terrible and fatal suffering. The subject of 
our sketch passed his eighteenth birthday here. He was the 
youngest of his comrades. Six of them went out from his neigh- 
borhood and jyined the command to do battle for the right. They 
entcred Andersonville together. He was the only survivor; the 
rest were literally starved to death. He yet bears in his system 
the effects of his torture; nor will he be able, notwithstanding his 
fine and rugged physical form, to eradicate the poison from his sys- 
tem. T'rom Andersonville he was taken to Savannah, and from 
there to Millen, and then back to Savannah, where he was among 
others paroled. He was sent to the parole camp at Annapolis, 
Maryland, aad went into hospital, and then came home on a thirty 
days’ furlough. He was ordered, through a mistake, to the camp 
of distribution, at Alexandria, and from there was sent to Camp 
Chase, Ohio, and from the latter place was ordered to his regiment, 
then stationed at Pulaski, Tennessee. The command was then, 
until the end of the war, almost continually engaged in scouting 
and capturing guerillas and bushwackers. He was mustered out in 
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August, 1865, and returned home to Sangamon county. He then 
went to work upon a farm, and was herding cattle for several 
seasons, Ile then commenced trading in stock, and farming, and 
has continned in that business to the present time. In 1868 he came 
to Christian county, and stopped with his brother, and continued in 
stock trading. Fn 1870 he purehased eighty acres of land on Bear 
Creck, On the Ist of March, 1874, he removed to seetion eight, 
town thirteen, range three, west, where he at present resides. Oni 
the 19th of October, 1871, he was united in marriage to Miss Annie 
FE. Mason. She is a native of Sangamon eounty, but has heen a 
resident of this county since she was three years of age. Two 
children are the fruits of this marriage. Their names are John 
Edward, and Claudie May, aged respectively eight and six years. 
Tn polities he is an ardent republican. He represented his town- 
ship in the board of supervisors in 1879, Asa man and a citizen 
Mr. George is much respected. 


JONUN WHITE. 

Tue subject of this brief biographical sketch is a native of Diek- 
son county, Tennessee. Tle was born February 29th, 1828. His 
father, Craig White, was a native of the same state as was also his 
father before him. Craig White removed his family from Tennes- 
see to Hlinoix in 1830. Ile settled in the south-east part of Sanga- 
mon county, where he engaged in farming and stock-raising. He 
was an unusually active and industrious man, and succeeded in 
amassing considerable wealth. In 1860 he practically retired from 
active life. Ile removed to Pana, Christian county, where he re- 
mained until his death, which occurred August 15th, 1878. He 
married Sally Lane, who was born in North Carolina. She died 
November 6th, 1870. John White is the fifth in a family of eleven 
children, six hoys and five girls. Three of the children have sur- 
yived the parents. John was but two years of age when his parents 
came to IHinois. His sehool days were exceedingly tew, and his 
opportunities for receiving an cdueation very limited. He was com- 
pelled at an early age to beeome self-supporting, and help to pro- 
vide for the large family. The lack of opportunities in his youth 
for study has, to a considerable extent, been remedied and overcome 
by his habit of close observation and fondness for reading acquired in 
his maturer years ; and now upon the current topics of the day he 
is as well posted as those who make far largey pretensions. is 
education has been of the practical kind and not the ornamental. 
He remained at home until he reached his maturity, and made his 
father’s house his home until he was married. In 1849 he pur- 
chased land in Locust Towaship, near the village of Owaneeo, in 
Christian county, and in the fall of 1850 moved there and 
began improvements. He remained there for eight years. Ile 
sold out then and purchased a half section in See. 10, T. 
13, R. 4 W. to which he added until he is now the possessor of 
as fine a body of improved land as ean be found in the county. 
There he has resided up to the present time, execpt one year, 1565, 
which he spent in the lumber business in Pana, Hl. The business of 
his life has been that of a practical farmer, stock raiser and stock 
feeder. Te has also been engaged in stock trading and shipping. 

On the Sth of September, 1550, he married Elizabeth Hatchett, 
of Sangamon county. She was born in Virginia. Iler father, Har- 
rison Hlatchett, removed to Ilinois in 1852, when she was one year 
old. Five children have been born to John and Elizabeth White, 
four of whom are living. Their names are Fanny, wife of Dr, 
Drennan, of Pawnee. Hiram, a farmer of this county. Columbus, 
who is yet at home, an intelligent, well-cdueated youth just verging 
into manhood, and Annie, wife of George Setzer, of Sangamon 
county. In polities Mr. White isa sound demoerat, and has stood 


by that party throngh evil as well as through good report. He is 
aiman who has always enjoyed to the highest extent the confidence 
and esteem of the community in which he resided. As evidence of 
this it may be mentioned that he has been elected to positions of 
honor and trust, and in all discharged the duties therein involved 
in a manner creditable to himself and to his fellow-eitizens. In 
1811, he was elected Associate Justice of the county, and held the 
office for one term, at the expiration of which he was re-elected and 
served one year, when the county was reorganized under Township 
organization, In 1867 he was elected Sheriff of the county, and 
served one term. Ile afterwards represented his township in the 
Board of Supervisors. In his official eapacity and as a servant of 
the people, he looks after their interests the same as if it were 
his own private business. He is a plain-spoken, straightforward 
man, and Jeayes no one in doubt as to his views or position upon 
any question of public policy. When convinced that he is right, he 
is uncompromising and immovable. Firmness is one of the charac- 
teristics of the man. In his manners he is quiet and of rather a 
retiring disposition. 


JOHN B. MILLER 

Was born in Hampshire county, West Virginia, January 18th, 
1820. His father, Absalom Miller, was a soldier of the war of 
1812. He married Nancy Sherwood, who was born and raised in 
the same state. The family left Virginia and came to Hlinois in 
1858, and setiled in Pana, where they remained a short time, and 
then removed to Clinton, De Witt county, where they both died on 
the same day, December 25th, 1574, and were both buried in the 
same graye. There were ten children in the family, all of whom, 
so far as is known, are still living. John B. remained at home 
until the spring of 1856, when he determined to come west to seek 
his fortune. He arrived in Springfield, Illinois, March 4th, 1856, 
and hired out to work on a farm. He remained in Sangamon 
county for three years, when he came to Christian county and 
leased a tract of land of A. B. V. Ilumphreys, where he remained 
three years, after which he sold out his lease, but remained in the 
neighborhood and continued farming. In 1868 he purchased 
cighty acres in section thirteen, town thirteen, range four, west, and 
commenced its improvement. He remained here until 1875, when 
his failing health admonished him to suspend hard and active 
labor for some time. He accordingly leased his land and removed 
to Springfield, where he engaged in the butchering business for a 
while, and then entered the flour and feed business. He remained 
in Springfield until the spring of 1879, when he returned to his 
farm in South Pork township and has remaincd here until the 
present. On the 27th of November, 1862, he married Sarah Jane 
Hardin, whose parents were natives of Bath county, Kentucky. 
They came to Hlinois in 1855, and settled in Christian county. 
Three ehildren have been born to John B. and Sarah J. Miller. 
Only 6ne survives. Lis name is Wallace T. The others died in 
infancy. The subject of this sketch was originally an old line whig 
in politics. Flis first presidential vote was cast for General Win- 
field Scott in 1852. On the formation of the republican party he 
joined its ranks, and has from that time voted with that party. 
Mr. Miller’s life has been spent upon the farm, except the few years 
that he was a resident of Springfield. In 1875 he purchased 
eighty-one acres in the south-east part of the same section in which 
his other eighty acres are. In his life he has by hard work, and 
the practice of economy, secured to himself a comfortable com- 
petency, which has all been the accumulation of his own toil. In 
his neighborhood, where he is best known, he is regarded as an 
honest man and a worthy citizen. 
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Amone the old settlers and prominent agriculturists of Christian 
county that deserves mention in this work is John C. White- 
craft. He was born iu Bath county, Kentucky, March 10th, 1824. 
He was the son of John and Rachel Whitecraft; his ancestry on 
the paternal side are of Irish, and on the maternal, English extrae- 
tion. But his forefathers settled in Ameriea long prior to the Re- 
volutionary war. John Whitecraft, the father of the subject 
of our sketch, was born in West Tennessee; his father’s name 
was also John, who was a native of Pennsylvania, and emi- 
grated to Tennessee at an early day, where he lived for a 
number of years; he then removed to Bath county, Kentucky ; his 
son John, the father of John C., was then a child of five years of 
age. He grew to manhood in Bath county, and was married there 
to Rachel Arnett, a native Kentuckian; her father, Ahijah Arnett, 
was a native of Virginia; he emigrated to Clark county, Kentueky, 
at an early day, when Kentucky was inhabited principally by the 
Indians. Mr, Arnett returned to his native land to obtain suffi- 
cient money to enter land in Kentucky. As he was making the 
journey back from Virginia to Kentucky alone on horseback, in a 
dense wilderness, he was waylaid, murdered and robbed. The early 
settler of that day not only had the hardships to endure incident to 
a new country, in making improvements sufficient to live comfort- 
ably, and watching the Indians, but they were constantly in dread 
of desperadoes, who would commit murder and robbery with im- 
punity, the consequence being that the Indians were credited with 
all such lawless deeds committed, whether they were guilty of the 
crimes or not. Jvhn and Rachel Whitecraft raised a family of 
seven children, six sons and one danghter, of which the subject of 
this sketch was the fourth. John Whitecraft was a farmer, and 
raised his family to agricultural pursuits. He emigrated from 


Kentucky with his family to Illinois in 1835, and settled in what 
is now Christian county; he loeated on section 25, town 14, range 
4, where he improved a farm of six or seven hundred acres, and 
lived until July 24th, 1846, when he died. His wife survived him 
nearly thirty years, aud theu met an untimely death, as her father 
did before her, but under unlike cireuamstances, upon September 
23d, 1875. She had been attending the fair at Springfield, and 
was returning home, in company with her son and other members 
of the family, when the horses became frightened and unmanageable 
in consequence of a train passing in the city ; the wagon was turned 
over; Mr. Whitecraft received serious injuries, while the oceupants 
of the wagon were more or less injured, Mrs. Whitecraft heing 
killed outright. She was nearly seventy-nine years of age at the 
time of this lamentable oecurrenee. Jolin C. Whitecraft was he- 
tween eleven and twelve years of age when his father settled in 
Christian county, and has since resided within a short distance of 
the old homestead. His advantages for receiving an edueation 
were very limited, as schools at so early a day were far from the 
point of excellence that they have since attained, but by close ap- 
plication he gained a good general education. He went to the 
first schuol taught by Judge Vandeveer, in the Finley log school- 
honse; in 1856, was in the school-room when the sudden change in 
Deeember of that year took place ; it became so cold he could not go 
home, so he remained in the school-room over night. That cold 
day was his last day at school, and the last school tanght by the 
Judge. At the age of twenty-six he was united in marriage to Miss 
Eliza Jane Williams, upon the 10th of January, 1850. She was a 
daughter of Joseph and Judy Williams, and a native of Sangamon 
county. By this union they had one child, Joseph W. Whitecraft, 
Mrs. Whitecraft died March 16th, 1856. Mr. Whitecraft was 
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again married April 7th, 1859, to Mrs. Catherine Crowder, a na- 
tive of Tennessee, They had a family of four children born to 
them, one of whom survives, namely, Mary Jane. Mrs. White- 
eraft died Ang. Ist, 1877. Mr. Whitecraft lived at home with his 
mother until his first marriage; he then bought the farm he is now 
living on; gave three dollars per acre for it and hegan farming 
for himsclf; a business he followed sueeessfully until the fall of 
1877, when he turned the management over to his son, Joseph W., 
who is now rnnning the farm, Joseph was married Oct. 7th, 1874, 
to Miss Mary E. Smnith, anative of Kentueky; they have two child- 
ren, viz: Eliza Jane and Bertha Alice. Mr. Whiteeraft in polities 
is a staneh republiean ; he cast his first vote for Ilenry Clay. Ile 
has never aspired in polities nor permitted his name to appear on 
a ticket for election to office, his aspirations having heen solely eon- 
fined to agricultural pursuits. Mr. Whiteeraft is a man yet in the 
prime of life, and bids fair to survive many years. Ie still takes 
an active part in the practical pursuits of farming, having sueeceded 
in making one of the best-looking farms in the eounty, his dwell- 
ing possessing an air of comfort and luxury. Personally he is a 
genial, pleasant gentleman, and has the advantage of knowing how 
to live after suffering the hardships, privations and discomforts 
peeuliar to a life of a selfmade western fariner. 


AG AS) PAGO 

Was born in Bath county, Kentucky, October 17, 1818. Charles 
Taylor, his father, was a native of Pennsylvania. IIe, in company 
with his father, removed to Tennessee, where they remained oue year, 
then went to Kentueky, where the father remained until 1856, when 
he came tu [}Hnois and settled in Christian county, and remained 
here until his death, which oecurred April 15, 1866. He married 
Mary Arnett, who was also a native of Nentueky. She died Sept. 
3, 1868. Two ehildren were the frnits of this union—the subject of 
this sketeh and Sarah E., wite of Presley T. Mardin, who isa farmer 
and resident of Buekhart township in this county. Mr. Taylor 
received a fair edueation in the pioneer schools of Kentucky, and 
labored upon the farm. On the Sth of February, 1845, he married 
Miss Cassias Workman. 
died May 18, 1871. ‘Ten children were born to them, all of whom 
are living. Their names are: James M., who married Cynthia 
Adams, now a resident of Crawford eounty, Kansas; Mary B. 
widow of the late Milton M. Moores; Rebeeea C.; Emma E., wife 
of James Perkins; Ella H.; Sarah E.; Charles .; Rachel Dora; 
Willie L., and Maxey A. Taylor. In Mareh, 1874, Mr. Taylor 
removed from Kentucky to Christian county, and purchased a farm 
in Section 18, Town 18, R. 3 W., where he has remained to the 
present. Mr. Tayler is a member of the Presbyterian Chureh. In 
polities he is a demoerat. 1le was formerly an old line whig. Ie 
east his first vote for William Henry Harrison in 1840. In 1877 
he was cleeted to the responsible position’ of supervisor of his town- 
ship. Ile has also held other offices in his township. In whatever 
position he has been placed he has always zealously guarded the 
interests of his constituents. Mr. Taylor as a man and citizen is 
greatly rexpeeted by all who know him. 


She was also a native of Kentucky, and 


LEASON ADAMS. 

Tuer Adams family are of French aneestry. The grandfather of 
the present sketeh came over with the Marquis De La Fayette, and 
with him fought for the independence of the country. After the 
war closed he settled in North Carolina, His son Francis remained 
there until about the year 1825, when he removed with his 
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family to Washington county, Indiana. In 1854, he came to 
[}Hinois, and settled on See. 10, T, 13, R. 3 W., where he remained 
until his death in 1846. IIe married Rebecea Harmon, who was of 
German extraction, She was born and raised in North Carolina. 
She died in 1863. Eleven children were in the family, six of whom 
are still Hving.  Leason Adams is the eldest. He was horn in 
Ash county, N. C., July 1, 1816. When he came to Ilhnois he was 
in his eighteenth year. In 18386, he entered the land upon which 
his dwelling now stands. In 1838, he built a house, a part of which 
is stil] nsed as a sitting-room for the family. On the 27th of Feb- 
ruary, 1840, he marricd Amelia Ralston, daughter of Gavin and 
Cynthia Ralston, Tle was a Seotehman, and eame to Ameriea when 
he was eighteen years of age. Me settled in Washington county, 
Indiana, where Mrs. Adams was born. He brought his family to 
what is now known as Christian county, in 1833 or 54. Tle was 
during his life a prominent man in the county. Ten children haye 
been born ta Leason and Amelia .Adams, nine of whom are still 
living. Their wunes are: Gayin,a farmer of this eounty; Franeis, 
a farmer and resident of Crawford county, Kansas; Cynthia, wife 
of J. ML Taylor, farmer and stoek shipper, Kansas; Cecil, farmer 
and resident of this county; Rebecea, wife of 1, J. Perkins of this 
county; William 13, farmer and resident of Crawford county, 
Kansas; Nannie, James and Alexander yet at home. Martha 
Jane was the eldest daughter. She was the wife of Mat. Hardin. 
she died February 25, 1860. 

Tn 1848, Mr. Adams made the seeond purehase of land, and since 
that time has added to it until now he is regarded as among the 
largest farmers in his township. Ile was formerly an old line whig, 
and east his first presidential vote for William H. Harrison in 1840. 
He remained a whig until the war when he joined the republican 
organization, and is yet a member, politically, of that body. He 
represented his township in the Board of Supervisors for two terms, 
While a member of that body he had the reputation of being a 
painstaking and cfficient officer, and one who looked carefully 
after the interests of the people. His business through life has 
been that of a farmer aud stoek raiser, in both of which he has been 
very successful. Tle started in life poor, with nothing but strong 
hands and energy to baek them. The first land he bought was 
with money earned at hard labor on a farm, at wages ranging from 
eight to twelve dollars per month. He was saving, economical and 
eareful, and made judicious investments, and the result has been 
suecess. Doth he and his excellent wife are members of the 
Christian Chureh. 


WILLIAM F. GORE. 


Witiiam F. Gore was born in Trigg county, Kentucky, Oct. 
3st, 1828. lis father, John Gore, was a native of North Carolina. 
He came with his father to Kentucky, where he married Sophia 
Barton, who was born and raised in the latter state. In the fall of 
1830, he came to Hilinois and settled near where Taylorville now 
stands, and engaged in farming. He subsequently removed to Sec. 

2, T. 18, R. 3 W., where he remained until his death, which oc- 
curred Dee. 16th, 1856. His wife died soon after he eame to Ili- 
nois. Ile afterwards married Mary Young. By the first marriage 
there were eight children, six of whom are living. By the latter 
there was one child, a daughter. The subject of this sketch re- 
eeived a limited edueation in the subscription schools of the county. 
He remained at home at work upon the farm until the breaking out 
of the late war, when on the 8th of July, 1862, he entered as a pri- 
vate iu Co. “A” 115th Regiment U. 5. Infantry. Upon the 
organization of the company he was elected Second Sergeant. 
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On the 28th of February, 1865, he was promoted to First Sergeant 
of the company. He remained in the service until the close of the 
war, and was mustered out June Lith, 1865. The regiment rendez- 
voused at Camp Butler, and from there was ordered to Covington, 
Ky., and during the winter was on duty in different parts of the 
state. From Louisville the regiment embarked in transports, and 
went down the Ohio river und up the Cumberland to Nashville, 
Tennessee. The regiment was a part of what was kuown as Gen- 
eral Granger's Reserve Corps. Gen. Beard was the first Brigade 
Commander. The first regular battle in which the regiment par- 
ticipated was at Chickamanya, where they suffered severely in killed 
and wounded. Company A. entered the battle with forty-eight men 
in the ranks, and after the battle the next morning but twenty-four 
reported for duty. After this battle the regiment becaisea part of the 
Seeond Division, Fourth Army Corps, under command of Gen. 
Stanley, attached to the army under Gen. George H. Thomas. At 
Resaca the 115th and two other regiments were charged upon hy 
an entire Division of the rebel forces. In the language of the sub- 
ject of this sketch, it was the ‘hottest place he ever wasin.’ After 
the siege and eapture of Atlanta the regiment went hack to Nash- 
ville, and assisted in the defcat and annihilation ot Hood's army, 
and pursued him to Tuntsville, Ala, The pursuit lasted from the 
lith of December to the 6th of January. From (untsville they 
moved up to Ball's Gap in anticipation of meeting Johnson and 
from there to Camp Harker, Nashville, where the regiment was 
mustered out, and returned home. Mr. Gore was badly wounded 
on the 20th of September, 1863, at the battle of Chickamauga. Tle 
went back to Nashville where he was placed in the hospital. After 
his recovery he rejoined his regiment at Shell Mound, Tennessee. 
That was the only time he was absent fromduty. Te participated 
in every battle in which his regiment engaged. That Mr. Gore 
was a gallant and brave soldier, we have no doubt. He belonged 
to that class of western farm boys that went ont to do service for 
their country from a sense of duty. They were steady, quict, 
orderly men. They had that cool courage that often torned 
threatened disaster into victory. When they went into line of 
battle they went there to stay. Their wiry-nerved physical frames 
could stand any amount of exposure and fatigue. In short, there 
was never marshaled on this continent or any other, a more brave 
intelligent body of men, who were cooler in action or more resistlexs 
in a charge than the westezn yeomanry in the late war. 

Tn polities Mr. Gore isa republican. Ife voted for Gen. Zachary 
Taylor in 1845. He is a farmer. That has been the business of 
his lite. Mr. Gore is a man who is respected by the entire com- 


munity and wherever known. 


OMEN GlielLOnRD: 


Tire Gifford family are natives of New York. Joshua Gifford 
married Phebe Lampman. Ile removed to Ohio in 1831, and 
settled in Delaware county, in the town of Berkshire. In 1840 he 
removed to Jay county, Indiana, where he died in 1859. The sub- 
jeet of this sketch is the third in a family of six children, five of 
whom are living. Corydon, the youngest son, was a member of the 
82d Regiment Hlinois Volunteers, and was killed in the battle of 
Shiloh. Orin was born in Delaware county, Ohio, November 38d, 
1835, and remained at home until after the death of his father, 
when he eame to Alton, Illinois. After remaining there one year 
he went to Greene county, where he remained two years. He was 
then for a while a resident of Macoupin county. In June 1858, he 
married Matilda Jones, who was a resident of Macoupin county at 


the time of her marriage. He removed with his family to Towa, 
ey 


where he remained eightecn months, and then returned to Macoupin 
county again, and remained there until March Ist, 1874, when 
he removed to Christian emnty, Hlinois, and settled in) South 
Fork township, where he bought land and has continued to 
reside to the present time. His marriage has been blessed with two 
children, one living named Rosalie. Nancy died at nine years of 
age. Mr. G., and his wife are members of the Baptist church. 
He is also a member of Fayette Lodge No. 107, order of A. F.and 
A M. Te was elected Justice of the Peace for his township in 
1878, and is the present ineumbent. He isa man who is univer- 
sally respected in the community in which he resides. 


ALEXANDER RALSTON. 

Tur subject of this sketeh was born in Washington county, In- 
diana, October Ist, 1819. Gavin Ralston, his father, was a Seotch- 
man by birth, and was educated in the best schools of Edinburgh. 
He came to America in 1813, and settled in Sonth Carolina, where 
he was overscer of a large plantation for four years, After this 
time he removed to Washington county, Indiana, where he engaged 
in milling and carrying on the distilling business. In 1833 or 73 
he eame to MWhinvis, and settled in scetion three, town thirteen, range 
three, west, of what was then a part of Sangamon county, now 
Christian. There he remained ontil his death, which occurred 
June 26th, 1845. He was a man of more than ordinary aecom- 
plishments, was liberally educated, and was considerable of a 
linguist. 
neighbors, and he was frequently called upon to make calculations 
ani attend to business which was beyond their knowledge. Tle was 
one of the first county commissioucrs when Christian county was 
formed, On the 30th of October, 1817, he marricd Cynthia Van- 
deveer, who was born in Adair eounty, Kentucky, October 30th, 
1500. Her father, John Vandeveer, was a native of South Carolina, 
but came to Kentucky while yet young and scttled on Green River, 
Tn 1815 he moved to Washington county, Indiana, where Cynthia 
Ralston was married as above stated. Mrs. Ralston is still living 
on the place where they first settled in 1834, and is a smart, 
vigorous woman in full possession of all her mental faculties despite 
her four score years. She is the mother of ten children, fonr of 
whom are living. Alexander is the eldest of the family. He was 
fifteen years of age when he came to Hlinois. THs brothers, Gavin 
and A, V. Ralston, are resideuts of Crawford county, Kansas. His 
sister, Amelia,is the wife of Leason Adams, an old settler and sub- 
stantial farmer of South Fork township. The subject of this sketch 
has remained on the old homestead to the present time. He 
is reengnized as one of the old citizens of the  pioncer 
era of this county. In polities he is a republican. His first presi- 
dential vote was cast as an old line whig tor William Tlenry Har- 
rison in 1840. In 1856 he joined the republican party, and since 
that time has voted that ticket. 

Mrs, Talston, the mother of this sketch, was formerly a member 
of the Baptist church, but is now a member of the Christian church. 

Mr. Ralston’s occupation has been that of a farmer. le is a 
plain-spoken, hospitable gentleman, and is regarded among his 
neighbors as an honest and trustworthy man. 


His business qualifications were much superior to his 


VV. 6B CROW. 
Was born in Sangamon county, Tinois, April 8th, 1886. He 
comes from an old and patriotic stock. His great-grandtather was 
a soldier of the Revolution, his father of the Black Hawk war, und 
his brother Upton of the Mexican war. Joseph Crowl, his father, 
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was a native of Washington county, Md. Ife came to Sangamon 
county in 1834, and settled in what is known as Cooper's township, 
four miles cast of Rochester, on the Springfield and Terre Taute 
road. Tle was a blacksmith hy trade, but alterwards abandoned 
it and engaved in farming and stock raising, in which he was very 
succesful. Tle died Sept.10, 1865. We married Mary Ann Dille- 
hant. She was born and raised on the Eastern Shore, Maryland. 
She is yet living on the eld homestead in Sangamon county. By 
this marriage there were fifteen children, cight of whom are living. 
The subject of this sketch remained at home uvtil April, 1865, 
when he rented the tarm owned by his brother, Mr. Crow) Te 
remained there tour years, then moved to the place where he now 
lives, where he has remained to the present. On the Yth af Febru- 
ary, I864, he married Eliza Crow], by whom he had two children. 
Their names are Helen Elizabeth and Authur Brittenbaugh Crow. 
Mrs Crawl died Dee. 14, 1875. On the 20th of June, 1877, he 
was united in marriage to Miss Mary Catharine Saunders. She is 
a native of Loudon county, Virginia. Wer father, James W. Saun- 
ders, is dead. Her mother is still Hving in the same place. In 
polities he is a thorough and sound republican, He east his first 
yote for Abraham Lincoln, in 1860, and has steadily voted the re- 
publican ticket. Mr. Crow] is among the prominent and influcn- 
tial stock raisers of his township. [Te is a man who enjoys to a 
large extent the confidence und esteem of the entire community. 


ROBERT F. COFLIN, (Dac'n, 

Was born November 6, 1811, near the little town of Skaneateles, in 
Onondaga county, New York. His parents dicd when he was quite 
young, leaving him dependent upon his own energies to mould that 
charaeter which should follow him through lite. Tle enjoyed but 
few advantages for an early education. But every sheaf of frets, 
gathered in his younger days, he stored up for future use, Which in 
later life he applicd in counsel to his rising family. lis carly 
years were spent in Onondaga and Cayuga counties, New York, 
working on a farm, attending school, and ijn learning and 
working at the blacksmith trade, which he chose as his voeation of 
life, up te 1837, when he came to Hlinois in a one-horse buggy. 
He designated Ilinois in his youthful mind's eye as his home, and 
upon his arrival being well pleased with his choice, after viewing 
many portions of the state, which he aceomplished by horse and 
stave, finally settled in “pringticld, and gained a livelihood by 
“ Striking while the tron was hot.” 

In 1838, he married Miss Charill S$. Dorwin, who has borne him 
twelve children, only three of whom are now living. 

From that time on, many of the carly settlers of Sangamon 
county will remember his career. He prosceuted his trade, though 
not lucratively, till 1549, at which time he went to California, in 
the rush that is so memorable. We walked more than 2,000 miles 
of the route. They were six months on the road, during which time 
he encountered the usual hardships of the western bound man, 
exeept combat with Indians, which their little band fortunately 
exeaped, though very narrowly several times. An incident occurred 
when the company with which he trayeled came within one or two 
hundred miles of cheir destination, which demonstrates that firmness of 
deeisian which all acquainted with him kuew to be one of his charac- 
teristics. The journey had been long and tedious; the osseous frames 
of the oxen sapported nothing but yeke and hide. The major ty 
of the party were in fayor of leaving the oxen fo care for them- 
selves, abandoning the wagon, taking what they could earry on 
their hacks, and completing the journey on foot. 1," said he, 
while onee relating the event, ‘secing that such a dissolution would 


render naan casy prey to the Indians, told the boys that tho-e who 
wished could go, but 1 would stay with the team until the journey 
was completed.” The rest of the party, seeing his determination, 
resolyed fo stick together until the last; and when they arrived 
they let their oxen fatten and sold them to good advantage. 

Hie returned from California by sea, aud across the Isthmus of 
Panama ani, alter a voyave of four months arrived at Springfield, 
having been absent nearly two years. Ie immediately resumed his 
former labors, but he only worked aliout two years, when he moved 
ona farm in the western part of Christian county, where he resided, 
excepting about a year, until his death. This has been the most quiet 
and happiest portion of bis life. He improved his farm with the 
choicest of fruitx. In 1861 he traded his farm for another adjoin- 
ing it upon the west, and immediately began planting forest and 
frnit trees, so that it soon afforded conyeniences. In 1872, in eom- 
pany with lis wife, he visited his native state for the last time, In 


“the full of 1874, while coming from Taylorville with a load of lum- 


ber, he was thrown from the load when crossing a culvert, and the 
hind wheel of the wagon passed over his back and shoulders. From 
this injury he never fully recovered, and it finally caused the stroke 
of paralysis which resulted in his death Dee. 7th, 1876. 


U.N. ALLEN 

Isa native of Hardin county, Kentucky, and was born February 
14,1809. Elijah Allen, his father, married Elizabeth Scott. Der 
family were from Virginia. On the paternal side his grandmother 
was a Kendall, They were a prominent family of Maryland. Elijah 
Allen moved with his family to Missouri about 1819. He returned 
the next year to Logan county, Kentucky, where he remained until 
1820, and in the fall of that year came to Greene county, Hlinois. 
One year later be moyed to Sangamun county, and stopped one 
year on Sugar Creek and made a crop, then returncd 10 Greene 
county, where he stayed until his death, which occurred February 
21,1850, His wife died January 13, 1849. Both were living with 
the subject of this sketch at the time of their death. 

U.W. Allen remained in Logan county until] 18.0, when he came 
to THineis. Te was here during the winter of the deep snow, 
and recolleets it well. 
father’s family from Sangamon county back to Greene county, he 
was notified that he was drafted for service in the Black-Hawk war. 
He reported for duty. 


While on the read helping to move his 


Vix company was a part of the regiment 
under command of Col. Jacob Fry, and belonged to the third 
brigade, which was under the command of Gen. Henry. The company 
entered the service in June, and were discharged the last of August. 


He remained in Greene eounty until.1835, and worked at the ear- 
penter trade. He then went bavk to Logan county and remained 
there nutil 1841, when he returned to Greene county, built a 
wagon-shop and worked at the trade of wagon-making. He also 
engaged in saw-milling, farming, ete., until Deeember 18, 1861, when 
he came to Christian county and settled on See. 12, T. 15, R23 W., 
and engaged in farming, at which he continued to the present time. 
On the 4th of August, 1586, he married Eliza Jane Cothnan. Her 
family were originally from Pennsylvania. Ter father, Adam 
Coffman, went with his father to Tennessee while yet a boy. He 
afterwards moved to Logan county, where Mrs. Allen was born. 
Eleven children have been born to U. B. and Eliza J. Allen. six 
of whom are living. William Jackson Allen is the eldest son; he 
is now a resident of Farmer City, IHnois. Te was a brave and 
gallant soldier of the late war; was a member of Co. “A,” 
G1st Regt. [linois Intuntry, and was severely wounded in the battle 
of Murtreesborough, Tennessee. He entercd the service in 1861, 
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veteranized with his regiment and was honorably discharged at the 
close of the war. -ILe entered as a private and was mustered ont as 
2d Lieutenant of his company. Samuel Jefferson is a farmer of this 
eounty. Fle was also a soldier in the late war. He enlisted in 
1862, in Co. “A,” 125th Regt. Hlinois Infantry, and remained in 
the service until the close of the war. Mary Melvina, only daughter, 
wife of Thomas J. Langley, a farmer of Christian county ; George 
P., now a resident of Kansas; Edward D.,a resident of South Fork 
township, and James Logan yet beueath the parental roof. Mr. 
Allen in religious matters does not subseribe to any of the formu- 
lated creeds, but is of the universalist belief. In polities he was an 
old line whig, and cast his first vote for Henry Clay in 1832. Sinee 
the republican party has come into existenee he has been a member 
of that political organization, He is not a politician. To use his 
own words, he would not have an office that would not honor him, 
or accept an oflicc that he could not honor, Mr, Allen is a great 
reader, and is therefore a well-informed man on almost any topie. 
He is an agreeable and very entertaining talker, and a hospitable 
gentleman. Ue has accumulated sufficient of this world’s goods to 
make him comfortable in his declining vears. 


GEORGE W. ILARDIN.—(Deceasep), 

Was born in Bath county, Kentucky, June 17, 1842. William 
JIardin, his father, was also a native of the same state. He came 
to HHlinois in 1860, and settled on the Ulrick farm, five miles north 
of Mrs. Hardin’s present residenee. He afterwards removed to 
South Fork township, where he remained until his death, which 
occurred February 15, 1874. Te married Patsey Flemming. She 
died March G, 1863. There were seven children in the family. 
George W. was the sixth. He remained at home until 1861, 
when he enlisted in Co. “IX,” 124th Regt. fs. Vols. as a private. 
He remained in the service until the close of the war. On the 5d 
of September, 1368, he was united in marriage to Miss Mary i 
Phillips. She is a native of Sangamon county, Illinois, Her father, 
William Phillips, was born in Baltimore, Maryland. Tle was a 
young man when he eame west with his father’s family. He mar. 
ried Caroline Smith, who was born and raised in Sangamon county. 
Mrs. Hardin is the eldest daughter in a family of six girls and one 
son. By the marriage of Geo. W. and Mary E. Hardin there have 
heen five children born tothem. Their names are: Patsey C., Allie 
b., Hiram Iterbert, Rupert Raymond and George Oliver Hardin. 

George W. Hardin was cruelly and foully shot by a rnffian named 
James IT. Batty, on the public highway, on the 3d day of March, 
18:9. He was brought home and survived until April 7th, 1879, 
when his spirit took its flight to the world that lies beyond. — [lis 
body was followed to the grave and buried by the members of the 
Pawnee Lodge, No. 675, A. F. & A. M,, of which body he was an 
active and beloved member. His murderer tled the country after 
the confession of the crime, and has not yet been apprehended and 
made to answer at the bar of justice for his inhuman act = Mr, 
Tlardin was ent down in the prime of life and vigorous manhood. 
He was aged thirty-seven years. He was very domestic in his 
habits, a loving husband and a fond and affectionate father, 


ASE COUNCIL 


Is a native-born citizen of Christian county; he was born in the 
north-west part of South Fork township, April 27th, 1853. He 
is the son of Aquilla and Sarah E. Council. Aqnilla Couneil 
was born in Talifax county, North Carolina, June 5th, 1800. His 
father, David, emigrated to Tennessee about 1813, and settled in 


Montgomery county. Aquilla Council was raised to agricaltural 
pursuits. Tle received such an edueation as the common schools 
of that day aiforded. At the age of twenty-two he was united in 
marriage to Miss Sarah E. Melugin, a native of Dixon county, 
Tenn. The Melugins were carly settlers in Tennessee, and of Irish 
descent. After his marriage Mr. Council began farming in Tennes- 
see, and in 1830, desirous of moving to a country where land could 
be more easily obtained, he, with his wife and two children, emi- 
grated to }Hlinvis, and settled in Sangamon county, in what is now 
Cotton Till township, near the South Fork of the Sangamon river, 
where he remained two years; then moved about four miles fur- 
ther up the river aud settled on section 29, town 14, range 3, and 
when Christian county was organized, the cut-off from Sangamon 
mile hima resident of Christian county. He improved a farm 
upon the above named section, where he lived until his death, July 
13th, 1857. [fis wife still survives him, a hale and hearty old lady 
of sixty-ning vears. They rais:l a family of seven children, five 
girls and two boys, viz.: Amanda, Rebeeea E., Sarah E., Elizabeth, 
Aquilla M., William T. and Amelia. Mr. Council was a man of 
the strictest integrity, and one in whom the people placed all confi- 
donee. For about sixteen years he filled the oftiee of Justice of the 
Peace. He represented his township, in the county Board, for a 
number of years, with eredit to himself and the satisfaction of the 
people. The subject of our sketch now lives on the old homestead, 
the place where he was born. Atthe age of nineteen he joined the 
army in the late eivil war. He was in company D, under Captain 
Daniel DeCamp, 130th Ils. Vols., Col. Niles having command He 
was Ip the first brigade, second division, and thirteenth army corps. 
He was in several engagements; among the most noted the siege 
of Vicksburg, and battle of dackson, Mi ppi; in the engage- 
ment ineideat to the Red river campaign, was taken prisouer near 
Mansfield, Louisiana, and taken to eamp Ford, Texas, where he re- 
mained about fourteen months. He passed his twenty-first birth- 
day inthis prison. After his exchange he was sent to New Orleans, 
but was subsequently ordercd to camp Butler, Illinois, where he 
was nluetcred out of service at the close of the war, Heimmediate- 
ly returned to his home in Christian county. Christmas day, 1868, 
he was united in marriage to Miss Martha Williams, a native of 
Sangamon county, and daughter of LB. Williams — By this union 
they have a family of two ehildres—Phmwbe and William. Mr. 
Couneil is one of the prominent young farmers of South Fork 
township. A view of his place can be seen in another part of’ this 
work. In polities he is a republican. 


GEORGE W. WILLLAMS 
Was bern in Columbus, Ohio, Oct. 27th, 1824; he is the son 
of Robert and Mary Williams. Robert Williams was a native of 
Providence, Rhode Island, and Mary Smith, his wife, was a native 
of the same place. They raised a family of seven children, (five boys 
and two girls) of whieh the subjcet of our sketch was the fitth. His 
ancestors were of Welsh descent, and Mr, Williams is a lineal de- 
scendant of the Puritan Minister, Roger Williams. Robert Williams 
was an undertaker and builder, and brought up his son George to 
the same business. He emigrated from Rhode [sland to Ohio in 
about Io12, and settled in Franklin county near Columbus, where 
he followed his trade and carried on a farm. The subject of our 
sketch at an early age entered his apprenticeship under a man by 
the name of Boswell; he remained with him three years, then emi- 
grated to Iowa, antl began working at his trade in Muscatine county, 
which he continued for four years, then took a steamboat for st. 
Louis in the spring of 1444. He remained two years in that city, 
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building and contracting, where he lost his entire accumulations that 
he had gathered together in duwa, by placing too much confidence 
in a supposed friend, who formerly was forciman in the shop where 
he first learned his trade, in Ohio, whom he met upon the leyce 
when landing from the steamboat, at St. Louis. He was, of course, 
much elated at scving an old acquaintance, and they immediately 
formed a partnership, which continued as long as Mr. Williams’ 


moncy lasted. At the expiration of two years he found himself 


without aeent, and consequently compelled to start life anew. Un- 
der these adverse circumstanecs he then engaged with the American 
Temp Company, doing business in Sangamon coanty, [linots ; 
he went to that eounty in the fall of 1846, and was occupied 
in putting up the building necessary for the business, and 
subsequently ran one of the mills. THe was employed by this 
firm about two years. [t was here he first met Mary Tfum- 
phreys, who afterward beeame his wife. They were married March 
18th, 1847. She was a native of Fleming county, Ky., born June 
6th, 1824, and was the daughter of Thomas L. and Sally Mum- 
phreys. The Humphreys are of Welsh descent. Mrs, Williams’ 
yrandfather, Owen Humphreys, was a native of Wales. His futher 
emigrated to Pouna. when he, Owen Humphreys, was a child. Ie 
subsequently moved to Kentucky, where Owen Ifumphreys married 
a widow, Isabel Keith, whose maiden name was Lee. hey were 
marricd in Fleming county, Ky. They had seven children born to 
them. Mrs. Fsabel Uumphreys died April 12th, 1825, in Bath 
county, Ky. Owen Humphreys, with some of his childreu, came 
to Sangamon county, Mlnois, arriving in the fall of 1828 or 1829, 
and settled three and-a-half miles southeast of Springfield. Thomas 
L., the father of Mrs. Williams, followed in 1850, and settled on 
the homestead, entered by Qwen Humphreys. Tfer father’s health 
was not good in this their new country, and he returned to his old 
place, where he remained until 1851, in which year, upou the cigh- 
teenth of March, his wife Sally died; he then moved into South 
Fork township, Christian county, where he dicd Aug. 14th, TS64. 
Mr. Williams came to Christian county in 1801, and continuing 
bridge building with his other mechanical operations, worked suc- 
cessfully in this line of busiuess until 1860, finally settling down to 
farming life upon the Jand which he now oceupies, to which he de- 
voted his whole attention. He has an excellent farm of 240 acres, 
with substantial house and govd outbuildings, a view of which 
is shown in this work. Mr. Williams has one daughter living, 
Mary T., the wite of Charles Payne, who resides within a short dis- 
tance of the paternal roof. The declining years of Mir. and Mrs. 


GREEN WOOD 


f = one of the southern ticr of townships in the county; 
4] bounded on the north by Johnson, east hy Rosemond, 


south hy Montgomery county, and west by Rick’s town- 
ship. It is well drained by the South Fork and its 
tributaries. Along the margin of its streams is considera- 
ble timber. The soil is rich and fertile, and produces Jarge quanti- 
ties of wheat, corn, rye, oats, hay, potatoes and vegetables. 

For many years the “ Upper South Fork” country, as it was 
usually denominated was sparsely settled. The early settlers reared 
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Williams are brightened with the companionship of their two 
grandchildren, Nellie and George, who pass most of their time at 
the home of their grandparents, between whom a strong mutual at- 
tachment exists. 

In politics Mr. Williams is a republican, casting his first vote 
for President Lincoln. tn social life he is a pleasant, hospitable 
gentleman, and, together with his wife, enjoy the respect and good 
wishes of all who have the pleasure of their acynaintance. 


WILLIAM G. GEORGE 

Was born in Sangamon county, July 20th, 1859. Tis father, Ha- 
ward George, was a native of Virginia. At the age of six years he 
was taken to Wentucky by bis father. In 1831 he caine to Wlinois, 
and settled in Sangamon county, where he remained until his death 
in June, 1875. He married Catherine Whaley, who was of Eng- 
lish descent, and a native of Bath county, Ky. She dicd in Sept., 
1805. Wilham G. is the eldest of the boys and the third in the family. 
Ie remained at home until his twenty-second year, when he enlisted 
in Company © D," 83d Reg't. Mlinois Infantry. Ike entered asa 
private for three years service, and passed successively through all 
the grades and was mustered out as Second Lieutenant of his com- 
pany. Tle entered the service in Aug. 1861, and in Jan., 1863, he 
und the greater part of the regiment veteranized. He was mus- 
tered out and honorably discharged in December, 1865. He re- 
miauned, aud participated in every battle that his regimeut was in. 
The principal engagements in which he took part were Frederick- 
town, Mo., Vicksburg campaign under Grant, capture of Jack- 
son, Miss., and the campaign against Mobile, and its defences under 
Gen. Canby, aud assisted in the capture of Forts Spanish and 
Blakeley. The regiment, after the war closed, did garrison duty at 
Vicksburg, Yazoo, and Meridian, Miss. On the 2tst of February, 
1866, he married Miss Auna E. Phillips, a native of Sangamon 
county, Ils. They have had six children, five of whom are living. 
Their names are Charles C. Owen C. Carrie L. William E. and 
Harry M. Weis a member of the Christian Church. In polities 
he isa republican. He is a strong advocate of temperance. He 
eame to Christian county in the spring of 1866, and rented land for 
nine years of My, Humphreys, after which he purchased 833 aercs 
of the east half of See. 2, T. 13, WR. 4 W., where he at present re- 
sides. Ife is among the prominent farmers and stock raisers of his 
township. Te has been collector of his township, and is univer- 
zally regarded as a good man and eitizen. 


iOS eal lle 


their cabins along the skirts of the timber, whilst thousands of acres 
of wild prairic lands adjacent, remained in their native state. Un- 
entered, cheap lands seemed to he a drug in the market. The 
Government price was one dollar and twenty-five cents an acre. 
A noted Jand speculator living in Tlillsboro, for seyeral years after 
the organization of the county, competed with this in offering 
timbered Jands at the low price of seventy-five cents an acre, with 
few sales even at that figure. It was not until after the year 1850, 
that any material change took place. 
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The beautiful broad acres about that period began to attract the 
eyes of emigrants, aod the country rapidly filled up. The vacant 
lands were soon entered, and prices advanced from 75 cents to $5, 
$10 and $20 per aere. For many years atter the organization of 
the county this whole sectiou of country was attached to Taylor- 
ville preeinet for voting purposes. This was a serious ineonvenience. 
Early in the year 1852, with the influx of emigration, the people 
made a move foranew Justice Precinct. The petition asking tor it, 
signed by William Linn and thirty-nine others, legal voters within 
said territory, was laid before the county court by Heury Riggs. 
The prayer of the petitioners was granted, and on the 3d of March, 
1852, an order was passed forming the * Nevada Precinet.” It 
comprised all of T. 11—2 and the south third of T.12—2. It was 
the ninth precinct formed in the county. The place of voting at 
first was fixed at the “Nevada School ITouse,” but afterwards, on 
the 4th of September, 1555, it was changed to the “ Sassafras School 
House.’ James Pierce, James Linn and Ilenry Riggs were ap- 
pointed the first judges of election, Robert 8. Welch was an act- 
ing justice of the peace, within the bounds of the new precinet ; at 
the time of its formation each precinct was entitled to two justiees 
of the peace and two constables. Henry C. Dickson was elected 
the other justice, Nov. 2, 1852, and at the same time Madison Bus- 
by and William Linn were elected constables. Thus was organized, 
officered and set in motion the precinct of “ Nevada.” Who ori- 
ginated the name or why it was so called, at this date, is unknown, 
Amongst its oldest settlers may be mentioned Mylo Skinner, Wil- 
liam Virden, Duane Skinner, John MeClurg, Chris. kX. Durbin, 
George Wilcox, Daniel FE. Walker, Bradley Skinner, Josephus 
and Leonard Durbin, Madison Busby, Francis J. White, Domenick 
Simpson, IL. C. Dickson, John Busby, l'eter Mlinefelter, Old Na- 
than Durbiu, Wilham Walker, James Pearce, Robert 3S. Welch, 
James A. Dunn, James P. Walker, Ed. R. Skinner, James Linn, 
Cornelius Klinefelter. Daniel Micenhammer, John Miller, Edgar 
M. Thompson, John Carman, Dr. D. C. Goodan, Jerry Welch, a 
Mr. MeFarland, George Compton, Peter Oller, John W. Miller, 
HI. J. Shaffer, T. L. Bacon, Wenry Riggs, Wm. Linn, Andrew &. 
Miller, and Wm. Sheham. There are several incidents connected 
with its carly history. On one occasion several of its citizens, 
among whom were Mylo Skinner, Duane Skinner and others, made 
a trip to Taylorville in the dead of winter, in a sled. On their 
return in the evening, a blinding snow storm sct in as they entered 
the prairie of Johnsen township. They continucd tu travel the 
whole night, supposing all the time they were making a bee line to 
the timber in a homeward direetion, which, when reached, they 
might renew their reckoning. To their utter surprise, in the morn- 
ing, they found they had traveled round and round within a radius 
of a mile. They all sutfered very much from the eold, and Mylo 
Skinnen’s feet were frezen, and he had to have a part of them am- 
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THE GOODAN BROTIIERS. 


Anona the younger farmers of Christian county who have won 
suecess by untiring industry and shrewd business dealings, are the 
Goodan Brothers, of Greenwood. Six of them manage the farm in 


partnership. All] are natives of this State. Their father was Dr. 


putated. In 1861 corn was a drug in the market, and brought 
only eight eents per bushel. A Mr. Johnson, of this precinct, uscd 
a portion of his erep that year for fuel, as a stroke of economy. 

It was published in the papers circulating in the east, and created 
not a little comment and astonishment. at the wanton destruction. 
An 1866, on the adoption of township organization, the precinct of 
“ Nevada” came to an end, and was succeeded by Greenwood town- 
ship—embracing all of Town, 11, R. 2 west. The remainder of 
the territory of Nevada was absorbed by Johnson township. It 
was named Greenwood on aceount of its beautiful groves of timber, 
An election tor township officers was held April 3, 1866. 
W. Taylor was elected supervisor; James Miller aud Madison 
Busby its first justiees of the peace. The Jands in this township 
were originally surveyed by Enoch Moore, Dep. U. 8. Surveyor, 
returned and certified Jan. 25, 1819, Wm. Reetor, Sur. Gencral. 

Wm. Virdin entered the first land in this township, on the 11th 
of Feb. 1836. They were located on the W. 2,8. E. 3 section 36, 
80 acres; 8. EL N. W., section 86, 40 acres, and 8. W. section 26, 
160 acres, April 13, 1836, Charles Sprague entered the W. 3, N. 
W. 4 section 21, 80 ueres; and W. 38. W. } section 21, SU aeres. 

Below we append a Jist of township officers. 

Supervisors —G. W. Taylor, elected 1866; John Miller, 1867, 
re-clected 1868, 69, "70 and ‘71; A. G. Ament, 1873, re-elected 
Ist, “V5, and 76; John W. Miller, 1877, and re-clected 1878, '79 
and '80, 

Assessors —Nathan Stevens, 1876, re eleeted 1877; Madison 
Busby, 1878 and ‘79; Chris kK. Hamel, 1880, 

Collectors. , elected 1866; C. IX. ILamel, 1867; 
Wm. T. Cheney, 1868, and by re-election held the office up to 1874; 
Wn. Busby, Sr, 1874; C.K. Hamel, 1875, and re-elected 1sT6; 
James R. Busby, 1877, re-eleeted 1878; Madison Busby, Jr., 1879, 
re-clected 188). 

Town Clerks —Geo. Taylor, 1876, re-elected 1877; CK. TTamel, 
1878, re-elected 1879; L. Busby, 1830. 

Commissioners of Highwuys—D. B. Chumley, 1876; Wm J. 
Pearson, 1877; Wesley Simpson, 1878; James Hawkins, 1879, 
Wm. J. Pearson, 1880. 

Constubles—Elisha Compton, elected in 1877; Isaac Gorsneh, 
1877; James A. Tluwkias, 1a7s. 

Justices of the Peace —James Miller and Madison Busby, eleeted 
in 1866; H.C. Dicksou and Madison Busby, 1870; George Taylor, 
1873; James W, Estabrook, 1874; Win M. Warren 
Taylor, 1877; Elisha Compton, 1878. 

Greenwood is one of the best wheat and eorn producing town- 
ships in the county; also eon iderable attention is given to grazing 
and feeding of stock, which forms one of the leading duane of 
the people. Ft has within its borders many well-improved farms. 
Its inhabitants are an industrious and intelligent class of people, 


George 


and Geurge 
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David C. Goodan, who was born in Bourbon county, Kentucky, on 
the 9th of August, 1818, and was the son of Levi Goodan. The 
Goouan family was of Eaglish descent, and settled in Kentucky at 
an early day. When Dr. Goodan was four or five vears old, his 
father moved with the family to Iinois aud settled in Sangamon 
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county, where he was one of the earliest settlers, By reason of the 
absence of schools in Sangamon county. at that time, he was sent 
back to Kentucky to be educated. He studied medicine at Louis- 
ville, and after fitting himself thoroughly for the profession, re- 
turned to Hlinois, and first began practice at Maeomb in Me- 
Donough county. On the 20th of April, 1857, he married Catha- 
rine Von Ostran, She was horn in Hunterdon county, New Jer- 
sey, on the 14th of June, 1819. er futher emigrated to this State 
in 185 
Ihnois with the intention of making his home in Falton county, 
but on reaching Springfield an injury happened to his horses, and he 
settled in that place, thouzh afterward le moved to Fulton county. 
He was a farmer by oceupation. 

After Dr. Goodan’s marriage le lived fora short time in Me- 
Donough county, and then removed to the town of Canton, in Fulton 
county, where he practiced his profession for four years. Te next 
Joeated in Springfield, and from that place moved to Kentueky, 
and established himselfas a physician, at Paris, in his native county 
of Bourbon—the heart of the cclehrated blne grass region. He 
resided at Paris two years, and, in 1844, settled at Taylorville. 
Taylorville was then a small town of a few families, and the sur- 
rounding eountry was very thinly settled. Me afterwards prae- 


7, when Mrs. Goudan was a girl of seventeen. Tle came to 


tice] medicine in Sangamon county, and returned to Christiairr 
county in 1857, Tis death oecurred in Greenwood township, on 
the 29th of July, 1864. He was a man who possessed fine natural 
ability. He had acquired an excellent edueation, and his 


attainments placed him, as a physician, in the front rank of 


lis profession. He was said to be the hest penman in Christian 
county, and for a time held the office of Circuit Clerk. Whatever 
faults he may have possessed, none could deny that by nature he 
was a man of a kind heart and generous impulse, and that his in- 
tellectual qualities fitted him for a high rank in his profession. 

Ten of his children are now living, all in Greenwood township, 
with the exeeption of one in the adjoining township of Jolnson. 
Their names are as follows: Sarah G., now the wite of William 
Clonnley, William; Mary Gertrude, who married Albert Young; 
Louina, David, John, Franklin P., Albert and Charles, who ure 
twins, and Julia. 

At her husband's death Mrs Goodan found herself with a Jarge 
family of children, and with no means for their support. Their 
circumstanees were extremely straitened, and the boys were eom- 
pelled to find places on farms, where they eould carn their own liv- 
ing. The oldest son, Clarkson V. Goodin, took charge of the 
family, and his home has always been with his nother, The boys 
were strong and healthy; they had been raised to habits of industry, 
and all were willing todo their share of hard work. The first 
move whieh Clarkson made was to rent land on the prairie, in 
Greenwood township, and begin farming for himself. Albert and 
Charles, the younger boys, have always lived at home, and they 
assisted as they could in carrying on farming operations. The other 
boys found employment with other farmers, Flaving saved sut- 
ficieut money to justify the attempt to secure a farm of their own, 
Clarkson, William, David, Jolin, and Frank, together with their 
mother, bought their present farm mn Greenwood township. They 
went to work witha wifl, and in spite of poor crops and bad sea- 
sons, have managed to sueceed. They are now in a promising finan- 
cial condition, and among the prosperous and progressive farmers 
of the county. Besides carrying on general farming operations 
they have been engaged, to a eousiderable extent, in raising and 
dealing instock. During the last six years they have bought and 
sold large numbers of cattle. All are shrewd traders, have a sound 


judgment of stock, and are business men of good eapacity Beside 


their own farm, they rent additional land. In the year 1880 they 
farmed a whole -cetion of Iand, aud raised 240 acres of wheat and 
240 acres of corn. All the boys, with the exception of Charles, are 
now jointly interested in their operations, Their farm consists of 
228! acres, and is situated in sections three and ten, of Greenwood 
township. A fall page view of it may he found elsewhere Charles 
was marricd on Ist of June, 1875, to Frances V. Shivers, daughter 
of Samuel Shivers, one of the early scttlers of Christian county, 
and is now farming in Johnsen township. 

William was a soldicr in the army during the war of the rebel- 
lion, Tle enlisted in company G, of the 41st Illinois regiment, and 
was mustered in at Deeatur on the 5th of August, 1861. After 
serving with his regiment for fifteen months, he was detailed for 
service with company G, of the Ist Missouri Light Artillery regi- 
ment, as acting forage master. Aftcr the expiration of his three 
years term of enlistment, he served in the 3]st linais regiment to 
the elose of the war. He was in the Army of the Tennessee, and 
with the 17th Army Corps, and took part in the battles of Fort 
Donelson, Shiloh, Metamora, the Siege of Vicksburg, and accom- 
panied Gen. Sherman on his celebrated march from Atlanta to the 
vea. After the Sherman raid, he was taken prisoner at Goldsboro, 
North Carolina; fora couple of weeks was a prisoner at Salisbury, 
and was exchanged just at the close of the war. 

These enterprising young men have the satisfaction of knowing 
that what they have accomplished has been by their own efforts. 
As self-made men, they have demonstrated the fact that it is possi- 
ble for young men of energy and industry to raise themselves from 
poverty to independence. Much of their success is perhaps due to 
the efforts of Mrs, Goodan, who has always endeavored to make the 
best of the circumstances in which she was placed, to raise her sons 
to temperate aud frugal habits, and to furnish them with such edu- 
cational advantages as were possible. It may be truthfully said 
that itis rare to find a family of so many sons, among whom bad 
habits ure so few, and industry and sobriety so generally the role. 
In politics al] are democratic, with the exception of William, who 
was raised a demoerat, but returned from his service in the army a 
republican. Wilham is also one of the officers of Greenwood 
township. 


JONN W. MILLER 


Was horn in Tuscarawas county, Ohio, April 25, 1840. His father, 
John Miller, was of Trish descent; was born in Pennsylvania in 
1805 ; and in 1817 moved with his father te Gnernsey eounty, Ohio. 
His inother was ITarrict Miskimen, who was of Seotch and German 
origin, Tn 1852, Mr. Miller’s father moved to Christian county, 
aud in the spring of 1853 settled where Mr. Miller now lives, in 
section 15 of Greenwood township, At the time of making this 
settlement, Greenwood township had but few inhabitants.- About 
twenty families had settled along the timber. Between his father’s 
house and Pana, no settlement had been made within a couple of 
miles of the dircet read. [Tis mother died in 1852, during the first 
sumnicr after the coming of the family to this state. [lis father 
died in 1864. After his mother’s death Mr, Miller lived at varions 
places in the eounty, and two years with an uncle in Ohio, He 
was married July 5th, 1864, to Julia A. Klinefelter, daughter of 
Peter Nlinefelter. TTer father was born in Pennsylvania; moved 
from that state to Ohio, and settled in Greenwood township in 1851, 
Since 1864, Mr. Miller has been farming in Greenwood township. 
Ile was first cleeted supervisor in 1867, and served for five sucees- 
sive terms. He was elected again in 1877, and has represented 
Greenwood township in the Board of Supervisors ever since. He 
is a repuhliean in polities. 
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Mr. Warren has lived in Greenwood township since IAT2. ITe 
was born in Piatt eounty, of this state, on the 17th of December, 
1847. On his father’s side his ancestors were Trish, but mixed up 
with Scotch, Engli-h, and German. — Llis great-grandtatlicr settled 
in Delaware, and his grandfather settled at an carly date near Cir- 
eleville, in Pickaway eounty, Ohio. Tis father, Bennett Warren, 
was born in Ohio; was married in that state to Eliza Donelscn, 
and about the year 1840 emigrated to Piatt county, Mlinots; he 
afterward died in Shelby county, as did also Mr. Warren’s mother. 
William M. Warren was the youngest ofa family of five children. 
He was principally raised in Shelby county, where his father 
removed when he was about nine years old; his edueation was ob- 
tained chiefly by his own efforts, and the greater part of it after he 
returned home from serviee in the army. He was living in Shelby 
eounty at the time of the breaking out of the war of the rebellion. 
In November, 1863, he enlisted at Jacksonville, in Company M., 
3d Illinois Cavalry. At that time he was one month less than six- 
teen years of age. [Te joined his regiment at Pocahontas, Tenncs- 
see. Part of the time his regiment was attached to the 16th Army 
Corps, and subsequently to General Wilson’s Cavalry Corps. He 
was present at the battles of West Point, Okalona, Guntown, and 
Tupelo. Fora eonsiderable part of his term of serviee his regi- 
ment was employed in fighting guerillas in Kentueky, and while 
there the men saw hard serviec. After the war closed, by the col- 
Japse of the Southern Confederacy, his regiment was ordered to 
Minnesota, arriving in that state in June, 1865, and thence was 
dispatched for service against the Indians in Dacotah Territory. 
Ile was discharged at Fort Snelling, and returned to Shelby county, 
where he lived til] 1S72, when he came to Christian county. 

He was married on the 24th of December, 1872, to Mrs Anna 
M. Miller, whose maiden name was Auna M. Morrison, She was 
born in Adams county, Ohio. Ter first husband’s name was 
Andrew &. Miller, by whom she had two children, Charles E., and 
Andrew J. Miller. By the present marriage Mr. and Mis. Warren 
have two children living, James Bennett Warren and Enima War- 
ren. Rosa Florence, the next to the youngest ehild, dicd in infaney. 
Sinee living in Greenwood township Mr. Warren has been engaged 
in farming, and is a man who stands well as a citizen in that part 
«f the county. He was elected Justice of the Peave in 1877. In 
polities he has always been a republican. 


CHARLES MILLER. 


Mr. Minter has resided in Greenwood township since 1865. 
Ve was born near Prusse-Minden, in Prussia, on the Sist of May, 
1842. Wis father, Charles Miller, was a well-to-do farmer for the 
old country, and owned about two hundred acres of Jand. Tis 
mother’s name was Christina Busking. Mr. Miller was the next to 
the youngest ofa family of ten children. 1Te went to sehool till he 
was fourteen years old, and afterward worked on his father’s farm. 
He was of an enterprising turn of mind, and when he heeame 
eighteen determined to emigrate to America and sce whether he 
could better his cireumstances. He eame over in a steamer, Jand- 
ing in New York in 1860. A man named Conrad Lecsaman, who 
owned a farm in Madison county, in this State, near Edwardsville, 
eame over in the same vessel. Mr. Miller accompanied Leesaman 
direet to Madison county, entered his employment and worked for 
him on his farm for five years. Most of the time he received good 
wages and saved his money. In 1865 he bought fifty-three acres 
of Jand, whieh is ineluded in his present farm in Greenwood town- 
ship. In the spring of 1865 he moved on this farm and began im- 


proving it. On the I4th of February, 1867, he marricd Frederika 
Kurlbanm, who had been born and raised in Madison county. She 
died on the 19th of January, 1869. His second marriage took 
place cn the 9th of March, 1870, to Mary Greenwood, daughter of 
Wilham Greenwood, who was born ucar Philadelphia, and was 
mostly raised in Hiuois, and was living in Rosemond township at 
the time of lier marriage, Mr. Miller haz six ehildren: Henry, 
Lizzie, Anna, William, August aud Caroline. The ast five 


Are 
ehildren by his second inarriage. > 


Tle owns 253 acres of Jand, 233 
of which are in one body, and twenty tintber land, For his sucecss 
‘Ince coming to this country he is indebted to his own energy and 
industry. The assistance which he reevived from the old country 
amounted in all to only two liundred dollars, and the remainder he 
has earned by hard work. He stands wel] among the farmers of 
Greenwood township. Te has always been a republican in polities, 


and first voted for General Grant for president in 1868, 


BEISHA COMPTON. 


AnonG the old settlers and leading eitizens of Greenwood town- 
ship is Elisha Compton. © He was born in Coshoeton eounty, Ohio, 
on the 20th of October, 1838. Tis aneestors were of English 
descent, and they settled in Old Virginia at a period previous to the 
Revolutionary war. George W. Compton, bis father, was born in 
Culpeper eonuty, Virginia, and was married there to Amelia 
Wood, whose ancestors were also early residents of the Old Domin- 
jon, Soon alter hix marriage George W. Compton started with his 
young wife fur Ohio, and settled in Coshocton county, This was 
about the year 1818. Tle chose as his loeation the point of Jand 
running down between the Tuscarawas and Walhonding rivers, 
which there unite to form the Muskingum. This was the birth- 
place of Elisha Compton. There were eight children in the family, 
and the subject of this sketch was the fourth in the order of his 
birth. Ile lived in Ohio until about eighteen years of age. For the 
boys of that day the ordinary district schools were the only means 
of obtaining an education, and not much attention was paid tu 
schooling. The whole family moved to [linois in 1856, settling in 
the spring of that ycar on scetion 32 of Greenwood township. At 
that time, this part of the county was but thinly inliabited = The 
lnprovement: were confined to the edge of the timber. The prairie 
was almost entirely without sctthments. Before the family left 
Ohio, his father had purehased a thousand acres of Jaad and 
had a house built ready for oecupaney. His father lived in this 
place till his death, which eecurrcd on the 28th of January, 1877. 
His mother died on the 4th day of April, 1870. George W. Comp- 
ton was aman of great industry aud of superior business manaye- 
ment. In his youth he had enjoyed lint scanty educational advau- 
tages, but possessed gocd natuial abilities, and was known as a 
shrewd and suecessful trader. He had no ambition for public lite, 
and was better suited tor the plain career of a quiet farmer. Te 
was moral and temperate in his habits, and was respected by every- 
body who knew him for his many good qualitics as a neighbor aud 
acitizen. He was a member of the United Brethren Church. Tu 
his polities he was a republican, and had been a member of’ that 
party from its first organization, Te aceumulated considerable 
property. 

Elisha Compton was married on the Ist day of November, 1860, 
to Miss Ardenia Ann Teasley. This marriage took place at Green- 
ville, Bond evunty, Mrs. Compton was born in Bond county, 
October 30, 1841. UTer father, William Teasley, was from Ken- 
tucky, and came to Ilinois about the year 1836, at the age of 
twenty-one. Her mother’s name befure marriage was Martha Aun 
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Jett. After his marriage Mlizha Compton began firming for him- 
self} and a couple of years afterward moved on the place where he 
now lives. Jle owns P80 aeres of land. The names of his children 
are: Martha A.. William ¢:, Mary wl, Liutisha B., Henry C., 
Alfarata,and Albert. In his polities he has always been a member 
of the republican party, and his first vote for president was cast for 
Abraham Lincoln, at bis frst election in [860.9 Although he has 
been an carnest republican, and on general issues has supported the 
candidates of that party, yet in local elections and in’ choosing 
township oflicers, he has always felt himself free to vote for the bext 
man for the position without regard to his political proelivitics. 
Te was cleeted justice of the peace in E878. We is a member of 
the Methodist Churel. As one of the representative citizens of 
Greenwood township and one of the old setders of this part of the 
county, his name descryes a place In this work, 


WESLEY SIREN, 
Wesbtey Simpson was born in TTarrison county, Ohio, on the 
9th of January, 183]. Mis father, Alexauder Simpson, was a 


native of Huntingdon county, Pennsylvania, and was six years old 
when the family moved to Ohio and settled on the Ohio river at 
the mouth of Short Creek. 
was liza Evans; she was born in Ireland, and came to America 


Mr. Simpson’s mother’s maiden name 


with an older married sister when she was sixtecn. The subject of 
this sketch was the third of'a family of ten children, of whom seven 
were boys and three girls. Te was raiscd in Harrison county, 
Ohio, and in the spring of 1852, soon after he was twenty-one years 
of age, came to this State. He first located in Pike county, and 
part of the time was engaged in farming and part of the time was a 
clerk ina store at Perry. His first marriage occurred in Tusear- 
awas county, Ohio, to Sarali J. Cheney. In the spring of 1857 he 
settled in Christian county, on a traet o: 160 aeres of land, in see- 
tien twelve of Greenwood township, which he purchased from the 
Tinois Central Railroad Company. A view of his farm is shown 
on another page. The death of his first wife took place on the 30th 
of May, 1873. Ilis second marriage was on the 6th of December, 
1s77, to Martha 8. Cheney, who was born in the eity of Louisville, 
Kentucky. In polities he has always been a republican, and is one 
of the representative citizens of the southern part of the county. 
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es 2AVITIS township, as organized, is located in the north-east 
( l eorner of the county. It is formed froim the south half 
of tawnship fourteen, and the north half of township 
thirteen north, range one east of 3d principal meridian. 
Por civil purposes it was attached, and formed a part of Ston- 
ington Preeinet. [tis bounded on the north and cast by Macon 
eounty, south by Assumption, west by May and Stonington town- 


ships. The government surveys were made by William 3S Ham- 
ilton, U.S. Surveyor, in the summer of 1821. At that period 
the region round about was one vast wilderness. Clad in nature's 
garb, no marks of civilization were to be seen on the linings of its 
timbered streams, or on its extended prairies, over which the deer 
and wolf gamboled with all the freedom of their native wildness. 
Tut as soonas the government permitted, emigration was on the move, 
and almost before the footprints of the Indian were washed from the 
soil, the tracks of the white man were made; and then the “ prairie 
ship,” (the covered wagons) were seen traveling over the beautiful 
prairies. This was the past; but at the present time, instead of the 
fuflalo, the deer and the wolf, its plains are covered with herds of 
eattle, flocks of sheep, and large numbers of swine. At first, the 
spot selected by the pioneer was not always sach as was sought hy 
those coming at a later date; convenience to wood and water was 
taken into consideration, und the edge of some grove or timber on 
the Flat Branch was the location generally selected hy the early 
emigrant. For years after the adventurous pioneers entered the 
heautiful groves and woodlands of Prairieton, the prairies remained 


in their native garb. But now, instead of one vast inland sca of 
prairie, it is all fenced into large and small enclosures, and 
dotted over with farm buildings and school houses. Among the 
pionecr settlers were Aaron McKenzie, John Mclxenzie, George 
Jaeobs, Sr., who eame in 1838, the father of George W. Jacobs; 
Michael Schneider also came in 18585 Samuel Mel<enzie, Jacob 
Trauber, Martin Stambaugh, Elijah B. I[ymer, John II. Belyeu, 
Daniel B. Ifymer, Ellington Adams, came in 1836, Pious Durbin, 
David Simons, Andrew Simons, Washington Crooks, Samuel Wy- 
dick, Henry Porter, James Strain, Frederiek Hammer, in 1837. 
John Young, Job B. Davis, Thomas C. Skiff, and R. R. Adams, in 
1835. These people had no postal faeilities for years after they 
settled here, but had to go to Decatur for all mail matter. The 
postage ona letter was 25 cents. Afterwards, it was reduced to 123 
cents. Envelopes were not used ; but they folded the letter sheet 
like to a“ thumb-paper,” and sealed it with a red wafer. A whole 
sheet constituted a single letter, but if the same sheet should be cut 
into pieces it made it double, and postage was charged accordingly. 

John Young, and his son-in-law, Jub B. Davis, made the first tan 
yard; it was loeated in the south-eastern part of this township. This 
was a much needed enterprise for the country in that early day. Tt 
enabled the old settlers to procure their leather on a cheap basis— 
and for years it was the custom of each family to do their own shce- 
making and repairing. 

The settlers in the early days were greatly inconvenienced for want 
of milling facilities. They had to gu to Shelbyville, Spangler’s Mill, 
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near Decatur, or Archies’ Mill on the North Fork. There was a 
“horse-mill’’ below where Ellington Adams settled, owned by 
Aaron Melenzie, which was a neighborhood convenience to some 
extent. Jt was a very crude affair, and consumed a great deal of 
time to feed it by hand. The capacity for grinding, when run at 
full power, was calculated to be about one bushel and three pecke 
per day. The patrons used it day about, in turns, or rather night 
about, for they ground mostly at night. 

Drainage —Prairicton is well watercd by the Flat Branch 
and its tributaries. It enters the township in the north-eastern 
corner, and runs in a south and westerly direction through the 
township, leaving it on See. 6, 15-1 east. The principal fork of 
this stream heads in the Grand Prairic, near Assumption, and runs 
in a northerly direction for about ten miles—and empties into the 
Flat Branch on Sec. 35. A. D. Northeutt, a pioneer settler of the 
county, located in this township in 1851, At first he lived on the 
old Hammer homestead, but now resides in the north-east corner of 
the township. He is one of the large farmers of the township, and 
is also a preacher of the Christian denomination. 

On the adoption of township organization in 1866, this territory, 
for the first time in its history, assumed a regularly organized form. 
It embraced the south half of township 141 E. and the north 
half of township 13-1 E. embracing 56 square miles or 25,040 
acres. The soi] is rich, and is one of the best corn and wheat 
growing and grazing districts in the county. At the first election, 
held in April, 1866, W. M. Eaton was eleeted supervisor and B M. 
Burdick justice of the peace. The other justice, John D. Brown, 
held over. 

The Illinois Centra) Railroad passes through the svuth-east cor- 
ner of this township. That, with the Wabash road, affords shipping 
and traveling facilities for the residents of this section of the county. 

The following are the first lands entered as shown on the records : 
T.11N., R, 1 E—Mareh 29, 1836, Dantel Wydick, N. E. 25. 
W. 4 See. 35, 40 acres; John McKenzie 8. W. 4, N. FE. 4 See. 31, 
40 acres; Anron Mclxenzie 8. 2 N. W.4 See. 27, 80 acres; and FE. 4 
S. W. 4 See. 27, 80 acres, all on the same date. T. 13 N. R.1 
E. March 29, 1836, Henry MeKenzie, N. } (Lot 1) N. W. See. 
G6, 40 acres; same date John MelKenzie, N. E. 2 N. i. } See. 6, 
40 acres. July 4, 1856, Richard F. Barrett, entered four or five 
hundred acres in Sections 6 and 7. 

The following is a list of Township officers since organization : 
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Supervisors—William M. Eaton, elected 1866; A. D. Northeutt. 
1867; Joseph Adams, 1868, and re-elected in 1869; A. D. North- 
eutt, 1870; Geo. F. Riee, 1871; A. D. Northeutt, 1872, and re- 
elected 1873; C. D. Burdick, 1874; KE. 8. Valentine, 1875, and re- 
elected 1876; Joseph Adams 1877, and by re-elections has held the 
office ever since. 

alssessors.— A. T. Catherwood, 1876; C. T. Chapman, 1877; J. 
I. MeGrath, 1878; R. I. Gordon, C. T. Chapman, 1880. 

Collectors.—Dudley J. Watson, elected 1866; J. B. Gordon, 
1867; Bishop A. Wash, 1868; J. B. Gordon, 1869, re-elected 1870 
and ’71; Tsaae Bilyeu, 1872; J. V. Bilveu, 1873, re-elected 1874; 
G. W. Adams, 1875; J. H. Bilyen. 1876, re-elected 1877; P. A. 
Palmer, 1878; Wm. Wrydick, 1879, re-elected 1580. 

Town Cleri.—B. F. Wetzel, 1876, re-elected until 1880. 

Commissioners of Lighways—l1. 33. Uurd, 1876; George Bilyen, 
77; Alfred Breggs 77; NR. A. Radford, 1877; FE. S. Valentine, 
1878; George Bilyeu, 1879. Michael Workman, 1880, 

Constables —William Robinson, elected in 1873; William GC. 
Mauzy, 1874; 5. M. Workman, 1877; William Robinson, re- 
elected 1877; J. M. Jacobs, 1878, 

Justices of the Pewee —B. M. Burdick and Wm. DP. Mauzy, elected 
in 1866; Dudley G. Watson, 66; Bishop A. Wash, 70; Hawley L. 
Reans, 70; I. La. Reans, re-elected 73; Wm. L. Cohenour and 
Peter A. Palmer, 73; Mdward S. Valentine, 74; P. A. Palmer and 
ay AE. Brawn, ia. 

Among the older settlers of Christian county, now residing in 
Prairicton, may be mentioned the following—we also give the date 
when they came to the county. Joseph Adams, a Kentuckian by 
birth, and one of the leading farmers and stock raisers in the town- 
ship, settled in the county in 1837; his wife, Nancy M. Wydick, is 
anative of Macon county, Hl, and came to Christian county in 
1855. The venerable Elder A. 1). Nurthcutt is also among the 
early and prominent settlers of the township; he is a native of Ken- 
tucky, and settled in the county in 1837. His wife, Mary J. Ham- 
mer, ix alsoa native of the same state, and came to the county in 
1837. Among the more recent settlers may be mentioned R. R. 
Gordon, also a Kentuckian, who came in 1856; Michael Work- 
man, in.05; E.G. Coonrod, in 1861; Edward 8. Valentine, in 73 ; 
Theodore F, Malhoit, in 57; John Plain, also a Nentuckiau, came 
here in 1855, Prairietun ranks among the wealthy and well- 


improved townships of the county. 


BiG GA Pare: 


She DO HES. 


THp geutleman, whose portrait heads this sketch, is one of the 
old settlers of Prairicton township, and a native of Kentucky. He 
has been living in Christian, eounty sinee 1837. He is descended 
from a family of English origin, who settled in Virginia at an carly 
date. His grandfather on his father's side emigrated from Virginia 
to Kentucky at an early period. Us father, Ellington Adains, was 
born in Montgomery county, in the year 180-4, was ratsed in 
the sume part of the state, and died when he was at an 
early age. Ue married, in Montgomery connty, Kentucky, Eliza- 
beth Gorden, who was also a native of Montgomery county, Ken- 
tucky, in the year 1809, Her father’s name was Randet Gorden, 
who was a native of the state of Virginia, and moved to Kentucky 
in the year 1701, and settled in Montgomery eounty. When he 
made his home in Kentucky it was then wild and uusettled, aud 
the pioneers experienced considerable difticnlty with the Indians, 
who were yet numerous throughout the country. The settlers were 
only able to farm a little ground in the near neighborhood of a fort, 
and they were obliged to carry their guns with them when they did 
their plowing to guard against the Indian attacks. When Mr. 
Adams re-visited Kentucky he saw ou the old farm of his grand- 
father six Indian grayes still preserved, where were buried six TIn- 
diaus whom members of the family killed while res 
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sting their at- 


tacks iu the first years of their settlement. Mr. Adams’ grandfather 
died on the same farm on which he settled on first moving to Ken- 
tueky. Mr. Adams’ father lived in Kentucky until 1834, and then 
moyed to Sangamon county, Mlinois, and went to farming on Lick 
Creek, eleven miles south-west of Springfield. Tle lived in Sanga- 
mon county three years, and then came to Christian county and 
settled in a grove about a mile north of the timber in Prairieton 
township. The groye was known subsequently as “ Adams’ Grove.” 
He lived there until his death ju February, 1876. Ellington 
Adams was a man who came to Ulinois with but scanty means, and 
at the time of his death bad accumulated a sufficient competence to 
thoroughly provide against all the wants of life. tle owned seven 
hundred and ninety aeres at the time of his death. Tte was a man 
of considerable industry and economy, and had been a good citizen 
of the county. His widow still resides on the old homestead. He 
had ten children, of whom four are now dead; six are living, all 
of whom reside in Christian couuty with the exception of one who 
lives over the line in Shelby. 

Joseph Adams was born in Montgomery county, Kentucky, on 
Red River, January 17th, 1853. Ife was one year old on the re- 
moval of the family to this state, and about four years of age when 
they came to Christian county. He has consequently been prin- 
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cipally raised in this eounty, in the viemity of where he now lives. 
The sehools of that time were of rather an inferior character, and 
the sehool he attended was three miles away and held in a little log 
house, with puncheon floors, and slabs for benehes. With such ad- 
vantages as these Mr. Adams managed to seeure the foundation for 
a good education. He afterwards attended sehool one year in Mt. 
Sterling, Montgomery county, Kentucky. During Mr. Adams’ 
younger days railroads, of course, were not in existence, and St, 
Louis was their only market, and, when eleven years old, Mr. 
Adams was pressed into service to assist in driving the hogs to St. 
Louis; and this was kept up every year until the building of the 
Illinois Centra) Railroad in 1854. It required from seven tu 
twenty days to drive the hogs to St. Lonis, and on their return trip 
they brought baek a full stock of groceries and store goods for use 
until the next trip. Mr. Adams lived at home until his marriage, 
which oecurred June 9th, 1856, to Naney Widiek, who was boru in 
Macon county, near the Christian county line, and daughter of 
Samuel Widick, who was from Pennsylvania, aud settled in Maeon 
county at an early date. He had heen a soldier in the war of 1812, 
and served in the North-western campaign against the Indians. On 
the breaking out of the war of the rebellion he insisted on going 
into the army, although he was then a very old man. He enlisted 
in Company G, 41st Regiment Illinois Volunteers, and served for 
two years, enduring the hardships of a soldicr’s life with eompara- 
tive ease. After two years’ service he was taken sick, and died in 
the hospital at St. Louis in 1864. In 1856 Mr. Adams moved on 
the tract of land which now comprises his present farm in the south- 
eastern part of Prairieton township. He has been farming there 
from that time to the present, and has been engaged to a consider- 
able extent in feeding stock, and in former years in raising fine hogs. 
He is the owner of thirteen hundred and sixty aeres of land. Mr. 
Adams is a man of considerable energy and husiness eapacity, and 
one who has made his own way through lite prineipally by 
his own efforts. He has had twelve ehildren, eight of whom are 
living: George W., John Wheeler, Florenee, Ira, Jesse, Eva, Eliza- 
beth, Anna May. Three ehildren died in infaney, and a daughter, 
who married John Myers, dicd at the age of twenty-two. In his 
polities Mr. Adams has always been a member of the democratic 
party, to whose principles he has closely adhered. His first vote 
for president was east for Douglas in 1860. He has been engaged 
in business largely, and his time has been so taken up that he has had 
no opportunity to take any aetive part in politics. He was elected 
a member of the board of supervisors for Prairieton township in 
1867, and served fonr years. He was eleeted agaiu in 1876, and 
has filled that position to the present time. On another page we 
give an elegant view of his farm and residence. 


EDMUND G. COONROD. 

Ix makiug mention of many of the leading farmers and repre- 
sentative men of Christian county, it is proper that we should 
inelude the name of Edmund G. Coonrod. He was born in Greene 
county, Illinois, Sept. 5, 1852, and is the son of Stephen and Candis 
Coonrod. As the name implies the family is of German ancestry. 
Stephen Coonrod was a native of Grayson county, Ky. The father 
of Stephen was also a native of the United States, and spoke Ger- 
man fluently. At an carly day he settled in Kentucky, where he 
married. He subsequently moved to Illinois and settled in Greene 
county, in 1830, where he resided until bis death, Stephen Coon- 
rod married Miss Caudis Lee while living in Kentucky, and soon 
after his marriage settled in Wayne county, Ill, and subsequently 
removed to Greene county, Ills. A few years prior to his father’s 
arrival in that county, he improved a farm west of Carrollton. He 


was one of the pioneer preachers of the Baptist ehurch in that part 
of the state. In the history of Maeoupin eounty, Ills., it is stated 
that the Rev. Stephen Coonrod preaehed the first sermon to the 
pioneers of Scottville in that eounty. He organized a small church 
in the south part of the township, holding his meetings occasionally 
at the residenees of the first settlers. He died iu the winter of 1874 
or ‘75, on the farm he had improved, and where he had resided for 
nearly half a century. Stephen Coonrod had a family of ten 
children, six hoys and four girls, of whom the subjeet of our sketch 
is the sixth. Edmund G. lived at home with his father nutil he 
was twenty-nine years of age. During his minority he attended 
the distriet seliools of the neighborhood. On the 7th of February, 
1861, he was married to Miss Nancy Doyle, of Greene eounty, Ils. 
Mr. Doyle was one of the early settlers in the above county. 
Mr. Coonrod and wife have heen blessed with a family of four 
ehildren, viz: Edmund D., Orson P., Rena B. and Mary A. Mr. 
C., immediately after his marriage, in 1861, settled in Christian 
connty, where he now resides, on the Jand which he had previously 
entered and made some improvements as early as 1857. His farm 
now comprises 520 aeres, well improved, with good, substantial 
buildings, a view of which ean be seen on another page of this work. 
In polities he is a demoerat. 


JOHN PLAIN. 


Mr. Paty, who is now farming in Prairieton township, is a na- 
tive of Kentucky, and was born in Muhlenburgh eounty of that 
state, December Ist, 1821, the third of fonr children of Dayid Plain 
and his wife Sarah, whuse maiden name was Ginch. His father 
eame to Kentucky from Virginia, and was born in the state of In- 
diana. Mr. Plain lived in the state of Kentueky till he was seven 
years old, and then his father moved all the family to Hnois, and 
settled in Morgan eounty four miles north of Jaeksonyille. After 
livmg there two years the family moved from Morgan county to 
Macoupin in the winter of 1830-51. They were overtaken by the 
deep snow on Apple ereek, and were compelled to remain all winter 
in a log house which had only one room about 14 feet syuare, with a 
rude elumney built of sticks and clay. Ten persons oeeupied the 
roo a greater part of the winter. The snow was so deep it was im- 
possible to get a team out, and the wood to burn was packed on 
their backs as well as their corn and provisions. As soon as they 
could start they made their way across the prairies, which were 
covered with water, to Shaw's Point, eight miles east of Carlinville, 
where Mr. Plain was raised. His father died there. Mr. Plain 
married, in Maecoupin county, Mary Ann Workman, a native of 
Kentucky. In 1848 he moved to Sangamon county on Lick 
ereek, and was farming there till 1852, and then eame to Chris- 
tian county and settled on the Flat Branch in Prairieton 
township; in 1853 he moved over the line into Shelhy county, and 
lived iu that county till 1863, and then came back to Prairieton 
township in Christian eouuty, and lived there till the fall of 1865, 
and then moved to Maryland, but returned the same fall to 
Prairieton township. In 1870 he again moved to Maryland, 
and made one erop in St. Clair county, but came back to 
Tilinois the same year, and settled on the place where he now 
lives, section 13, T. 15, R.1E. His first wife died Octuber 17, 1866, 
His second marriage occurred August 2J, 1867, to Nancy M. Teeple, 
who was born in the state of Tennessee. Mr. Plain had eleven 
children by his first wife, of whom eight are living, and five by his 
second wife, of whom two are living. In polities he has heen a 
democrat, though on local elections, ete., he has sometimes voted 
for the best man for office. Mr. Plain has now lived fifty-two years 
in Illinois, and is one of the oldest settlers of the state. 
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Amona the old settlers of this county none better deserve men- 
tion in this work than Michael Sehneider, of Prairieton township. 


He was born in Uetober, 1812. Tis birth-place was at [fdh-eined, 
about cighteen English miles distant south-east from Zweibrucken, 
in Rhine-Bavaria, Germany. W[oh-cined was about fifteen miles 
from the French border. Wis father was also named Michael 
Schneider, and his mother’s maiden name was Mary Schaeffer. 
His inother died when the subject of this sketch was six years of 
age. About the year 1821, his father came to America, and after 
four years sent back for his children tu come over. 
then thirteen years old. 


Michael was 
Tle came over to America in a sailing 
vessel, aecompanicd only by a sister two years older than himself. 
Tt required cighty days to make the passage across the ocean. This 
was in the year 1825. Landing in New York, he went to Bethle- 
hem, Penusylyania, where his father had made his home in this 
country. After residing two years at Bethlehem the family removed 
to Cincinnati. While living in Cincinnati he married Margaret 
Kantz, who was born ut the village of Ispringen, within three miles 
of Ptorzhein, in Baden, Germany, on the 2fst of March, 1811. 
She was the daughter of Christopher Kautz and Catharine Lichten- 
barger. Her father died when she was abvut fifteen, er mother 
emigrated with the fiunily to America in the year 1828, when Mrs. 
Schneider was in her eighteenth year. From New York, where 
her mother lauded with the family, they went to Baltimore, and 
after a residence in that city of ten months proceeded to Cincinnati. 
Mr. and Mrs. Schneider were marricd on the Mth of November, 
1833. 

He was employed while at Cincinnati, in the pork house of 
Andrew Heredis, who subsequently moyed to Sangamon county in 
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this state, and engaged largely in farming and the milling business. 
My. Schueider was induced by him to come to Tlinvis, He and his 
wife embarked in a boat down the Ohio river. On acconnt of the 
Mississippi being frozen, they made a stop of a few days at Paducah, 
Kentucky, and as soon as the river was free from ice ascended the 
Mississippi and the Iinois to Beardstown, and from there made 
their way to Sangamon county. He xettled on Lick ercek, twelve 
miles sonth-west of Springtield. 

In the year 1857, he removed to his present location in this 
county. Christian county had not at that time been organized, and 
the pluce where he settled was in the county of Shelby. The old 
pioneers thought generally that he had made a bad location, It 
was conunonly believed that the “ milk-sickness” prevailed in that 
locality, and his few neighbors thought he would soon be obliged to 
remoye to another place. There were few settlements then in the 
neighborhood. A few improvements had been made along the 
timber, but the prairie was al] wild and uncultivated, and over it 
roanied wolves, deer, and other wild animals in large numbers. He 
would have been considered a rash prophet who would have ven- 
tnred to predict the development of this wilderness into the rich and 
prosperous agricultural country which now greets the traveler’s eye. 
The nearest market for hogs was in St. Louis, about a hundred 
miles away It usually required eleven or twelve days to make 
the trip. The most of their groceries und provisions were also ob- 
taincd in St. Louis. Ile frequently hauled wheat to St. Lonis, 
obtaining for it only thirty cents a bushel. 

Mr. Schneider caine to this state without any means. On reaching 
Tilinois his cash capital amounted only to eight dollars. It required 


hard work to get ahead. The first ten dollars he carned after 
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coming to Sangamon county, was by making brick at Springfield, 
tramping the mud with his feet. He hauled the rock for the first 
culvert built on the railroad between Jacksonyille and Meredosia— 
the first railroad constructed in the state of Illinois. By selling a 
horse and part of his scanty houschold furniture he managed to 
increase the amount thus earned to one hundred dollars, with whieh 
he entered the eighty acres where he now resides. After coming to 
thix county he hauled part of the reck used in the coustruction of 
the first state-house at Springfield. After getting his farm in goud 
shape he bought cattle at Belleville for feeding purposes, an experi- 
ment which at that time people considered would not prove profit- 
able. He was aeeustomed to hard work. Although his education 
was deficient he possessed good business capacity and had good 
jndgment about stock. For a considerable number of years in 
partnership with men named Ketcham and Middleton, he bought 
stock, and by carefn] attention to busincss and persevering industry, 
he managed to better hix condition and finally to accumulate con- 
He has owned large tracts of land, part of 
He still has about a 


siderable property. 
which he has divided up amoug his children. 
thousand acres lying in one bedy in sections twenty-five and thirty- 
six, Prairieton township. 

The children of Mr. and Mrs, Schneider have been cight in num- 
ber. They have anglicized the family pame so as to read Snyder, 
according to the English spelling. The oldest son, Michacl Snyder, 
was born on the 28d of October, 1854, and is now farming in Shelby 
county, near Moweaqua. Christopher F. Snyder, the next son, wax 
born on the 29th of October, 1836; in the spring of 1880 he re- 
moved to Kansas. Margaret, the oldest daughter, was born on the 
Ist of September, 1839, and is now the wife of Tom C. Pointing, of 
May township, one of the prominent stock men of the county. 
William J. Snyder was born on the 28th of May, 1842, and is now 
farming in Shelby connty. Valentine Snyder was born on the 24th 
of October, 1844, and for a number of years has carried on the bank- 
ing business at Moweaqua. Peter Snyder, was born October 20, 
1847, and died in October, 1848. Adam Synder was born on the 
10th of January, 1850, and ix now engaged in farming in Prairieton 
township. Mary Caroline Snyder was born on the 2d of December, 
1853, and married James Gregory, a merchant of Moweaqua. 
Christopher and William served in the Union Army during the 
war of the rebellion. Christopher enlisted in the 41st [linois regi- 
ment, and served over three years; William enlisted in the 116th 
Ilinois regiment, and was discharged by reason of disability. Re- 
gaining his health he enlisted in the navy. 

In his political principles Mr. Schneider was formerly a member 
of the old whig party. When a young man he had a sincere 
admiration for Ilenry Clay, the great statesman and favored son of 
Kentucky. He was a whig as long as that party lasted, and became 
a member of the republican party on its organization, voting for 
Fremont, the first candidate for the presidency presented by the 
republicans for the suttrages of the people. 

The name of Mr. Schneider may well be presented to the readers 
of this work and to the rising generation, as a man who has been 
successful by dint of his own industry, and whose success has not 
been tarnished by any suspicion of dishonor or unfair dealing. 
From a small beginning he managed to secure a comfortable eom- 
petence. In their old age he and his wife can look back over a 
well-spent life, and enjoy the fruits of long years of successful labor. 
Enterprise and liberality are conspicuous traits of Mr. Schneider's 
character. On the building of the Hlinois Central railroad in 1854, 
he donated land to induce the company to locate a station on the 
site of the present town of Moweaqua. This town was laid off on 
his land, and through his liberality is consequently owing the fact 


that the prosperous town of Moaweaqua has its present existence. 
He also built the first store-house ever erectid in Moweaqua. He 
has been careful to conduct all the business operations in which he 
has ever been engaged on a basis of the most rigid honor and 
strictest integrity. [Te is one of the few men of large business deal- 
ings who have never been plaintiff or defendant in any suit in court, 
He has gone through life without incurrmg any enmities, univer- 
sally respected by thoze with whom he has heen brought in contact. 
He was raised in the church. In his early life he was a Lutheran. 
Te afterward became connected with the Presbyterians, and for 
many years has been a Methodist. In early times his house was the 
place in which religions services were held, and was much frequented 
by traveling Methodist ministers, to whom au open hospitality was 
always extended. © He was one of the principal contributors to the 
building of the Methodist Church at Moweaqua, and also assisted 
in the construction of the Assumption Methodist Church. — TLe be- 
gan his career with the beliet’ that “ Honesty is the best policy,” 
and his life well illustrates the old truth that the most lasting suc- 
cess Ir only built on the sure foundation of honest and fair dealing. 


MICHAEL WORKMAN. 
Mir. Workman has been a resident of Christian county since 
1855, The family is of German descent. Jacob Workman, the 
grandfather of the subject of our sketch, was a resident of Mary- 
Jand before the Revolutionary war. He moved from Maryland to 
Kentucky at an carly day, and settled in Bourbon county, where 
he lived until his death. It is said that he was very fond of hunt- 
ing, and that was his principal occupation from the fall until the 
spring. David Workman, the father of Michae] Workman, was a 
small buy when the family moved to Kentucky. He afterwards 
moved to Overton county, Tennessee. He married Lydia Bilyen, 
daughter of Peter Bilyeu. The Bilyeu family was of French de- 
scent, moved from New Jersey to Kentucky, and from that state to 
Tennessee, His marriage probably took place in Nentueky. David 
Workman emigrated from Overton county, Tennessee, to Sangamon 
county, H]inois, about 1829. They settled on Lick ereck, fifteen 
miles south-west of Springtield. Mr. Workman's father died in 
Sangamon county. His mother followed the father a short time 
afterward. David and Lydia Workman were the parents of thir- 
teen children; five now deceased; three are now living in Sangamon 
county, three in Kansas, one in Oregon, and the subject of this 
sketch now living in Prairieton township, Christian county. 
Michael Workman was born on Lick creek, December 5, 1831, and 
raised in Sangamon county. The schools of that day were poor 
in comparison with those of the present. The families were mostly 
poor, and the boys growing up at that time were obliged to stay at 
home a greater part of the year and work on the farm, What 
education Mr. Workman received was obtained in a log school- 
house, one end of which was taken up with the fire-place, with 
puncheon tloors, and split logs for benches. He lived at home until 
his marriage, which occurred October, 1851, to Julia Ann Bityen, 
oldest daughter of John H. Bilycu. After his marriage, Mr. Work- 
man began farming for himself. He ved in Sangamon county 
until July, 1855, when he moved to Christian county. lle sold 
his property and stock in Sangamon county, with the intention of 
going to Kansas, but, instead, bought eighty acres in township 13, 
range 1 east, Christian county, which now comprises part of his 
present farm. fe has since been living in this part of the county. 
His first wite died January 12,1859. He was married again to 
Hannah J. Workman, daughter of Samuel and Belinda Workman. 
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Mrs. Workman was born in Overton county, Tomessee. Mr. 
Workinan has had eleven children—Naney, now the wife of Ste- 
phen Bilyeu, Andrew, farming for himself in Prairieton township, 
David, alee one of the farmers of Prairieton township, John, Lydia, 
now the wife of John Wyckolt, Francis M., Peter, Belinda, Jacob, 
who died in infancy, Olive J. and Joseph, The four oldest were 
children by his first marriage. Mr. Workman is one of the farmers 
of Christian county who bas made bis way in the world by his own 
industry. He began lite with nothing on which to rely exeept his 
own energy. By dint of Tabor by the day in Sangamon county, 
he managed to accumulute a little capital, and when he came to 
Christian eounty, had barely cnough te purchase eighty acres of 
land in the Flat Branch timber and brash in) Prairieton township. 
By good management and bard work, he has managed to get along 
in the world, and now has a farm composed of six hundred and 
sixty acres of Iand in sections 4, 5, 8 and 9 of Prairicton township. 
Mr. Workman is known as one of the representative farmers of 
Prairictou township, and his firm is among the best stock farms 
in the county. 

In his politics, he was a member of the old Whig party, and east 
his first vote for president for Gen. Winfield Scott, in 1852. When 
the Whig party went to pieces he became a democrat, and has since 
supported the prineiples of that party. Tle is a man who attends 
closely to his own business affairs, and is favorably known in his 
part of the conntry asa good business man and an upright citizen. 


WALTER PP. JOTINSON 

Is a native of Guernsey county, Ohio, born July 15th, 1836. He 
is the sixth of a family of seven sons and two daughters, of Benja- 
min J. and Elizabeth C. (Foote) Johnson. Benjamin J. Johnson 
was anatiye of London, England, and on arriving at the age of 
manhood he emigratwl to America, and settled in Guernsey county, 
Ohio, and soon after married Elizabeth C. Foote, who was a native 
of Ireland. 

In November, 1849, they removed to Greene county, Hlinois, and 
settled about cight miles east of Carrollton, where they engaged 
in farming. 

Jn 1859, Mr. Johnson and family removed to Christian eounty, 
and settled on land whieh he had previously purchased. The 
homestead farm forms a part of the large farm of the Johnson 
Brothe Mr. Johnson in his religions belief was a Quaker; bis 
wife was a member of the Church of England. Mr. Johnson died 
at his residence, January 9th, 1875, 
at the advanced age of seventy-eight years ; now residing at the old 
homestead, 

Walter 1”, the subject of this sketch, received his early education 
in the eommon schools of Ohio and this state. On attaining the 


His widow still survives him 


age of thirty-three he married Miss Mary Frances Palmer, daughter 
of P. A. Palmer, of Christian county, hnois. This marriage 
oceurred April 25d, 1859—hy that union they have had born to 
them two sons, Mr. Johnson and wife are both members of the 
Baptist Church, and in politics he is a republican. 

The busiuess of his life has always been that of a farmer, in 
which he has been suecessful, and is now the owner of one among 
the good farms of this county, a fine lithographie view of which 
appears on another page of this work. 


JSOM ADAMS. 


Tuts gentleman, one of the old settlers of Prairieton township, is 
a native of Kentucky and was born in Montgomery county of that 


state, February 21, 153]. INis ancestors were early residents of 
the state of Kentucky. Wis father, Ellington Adams, was born in 
Kentueky and raised there, and married Elizabeth Gorden, born in 
Montgomery county, Kentucky, six miles from Mt. Sterling, Feb- 
ruary 17, 1810, who was the daughter of Randal Gorden, 
born in Virginia in the year 1784, and came to Kentucky in 1796, 
when twelve years old, and scttled in Clark county, and lived 
there until his marriage, when he moved to Montgomery county, 
where he died. _Tsom .Adams was the seeond son of a family of ten 
children, when he was three years old his father left Kentucky and 
moyed tu [linois; they eame to Sangamon county in the fall of 1834 
and settled in Loami, southwest of Springfield sixtecn miles, where 
they lived until 1857, and then moved to Christian county, where his 
father, EWington Adams, lived until his death. Mr. Adams’ 
mother still survives, and is now living in the old place where the 
tamily first xettled on eoming to the county; at the time of their 
arrival there were only a few families who had settled on the Flat 
Branch in Prairieton township. The country was inhabited only 
along the timber, and people generally thought that the prairie 
would never be cultivated. The family located about a mile north 
of the Flat Branch timber in a grove, whieh from that time to the 
present has been ealled ‘Adams’ Grove.” As the country settled up 
schools were established. The schools were the old-fashioned sub- 
seription schools, and offercd few advantages for obtaining an eduea- 
tion in comparison with the present time. After Mr. Adams got 
old enough to derive much benefit from schooling, he was obliged to 
remain at home and help improve the farm; so that his schooling 
embraced only a short period in the winter months. He lived at 
home until his first marriage, which occurred November 28, 1851, 
to Elizabeth Jacobs, who was born in Sangamon county and raised 
inostly on the Flat Branch in Drairieton township, as the 
Jacobs were early settlers in Christian county. She died January 
20, 1854, leaving one child, Nancy Isabelle. After his marriage 
Mr. Adams went to farming for himself. Ilis second marriage 
took place on the 27th of April, 1859, to Lydia Bilyeu. She was 
born in Sangamon county, and was the daughter of John H. Bilyeu. 
The Bilyen family settled on the Flat Branch in Prairicton township 
atanearly date. The family were from Kentucky, moved from there 
to Tennessee, and from there to Sangamon county, where they 
were amoung the carly settlers. Mr. Adams’ grandfather, Peter 
Bilyeu, was one of the pioneers of Sangamon county. Mr. Adams 
moved to his present farm, a view of which is shown on another 
page, in 1850.) This farm he improved himself; he owns four hun- 
dred aeres in Prairieton township. Mr. Adams is one of the repre- 
sentative and substantial farmers in the township, and a man who 
has attended elosely to his own business affairs and has participated 
but little in polities. Ile is, however, a demoerat, and has always 
voted that ticket since he was old enough to vote. Mr. 
Adams has had twelve children; Tsabelle, who married Wm. R. 
Gorden, Ellington dicd in infancy, Joseph who died at the age of 
sixteen, Hlizabeth, John A., Lucy Jane, Sallie A., Varinda, Wil- 
bin, James, Minerva and Thomas. Mr. Adams’ life oecupation 
has been that of a farmer; he has lived to witness a great change in 
the “Flat Branch settlement.” When he first looked upon that 
country, when a boy, it was one vast unenltivated plain covered with 
tall prairie grass, and here and there a lonely cabin in the timber’s 
edge; now the eutire settlement is under a good state of cultivation, 
with fine erops of wheat and corn growing where but a few years 
ago naught but the open and uncultivated prairie was to be seen ; 
aud now substantial farm-houses and barns stand dotted here and 
there in every direction over the land, surrounded with orchards 
and fine ornamental shade trees. 
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Evprer ANDREW D. NORTHCUTT. 

Tue subject of this sketch is a native of Montgomery county, 
Kentucky. He was born on the 11th day of September, 1815, 
His ancestors, who were of Welsh descent, were among the early 
settlers of Virginia. His grandfather, Jeremiah Northeutt, fought 
seven years in the colonial army during the Revolutionary war, and 
was present at Yorktown when the surrender of Cornwallis brought 
anend to the long conflict with the mother country. Jeremiah 
Northeutt was afterward one of the pioneer settlers of Montgomery 
county, Kentucky, where he died. Elder Northeutt’s father, Wim. 
Northeutt, was born in Virginia, and was a small boy at the time 
of the removal of the family to Kentucky. He died in Montgomery 
county of that state, in the year 1865. The subject of this sketch 
was raised in Montgomery county, Kentucky. He obtained a good 
English education, and, after reaching his majority, taught school 
for a year, On the 25th of August, 1835, he married Selena 
Masterson. In the fall of 1836, he came to Illinois, and after 
living for a few months in Sangamon county, near Roches- 
ter, in January, 1837, he settled in this county on Mosquito 
ereck, in the present Mosgnito township. There were few sct- 
tlers then living in that part of the country; probably not 
more than eight or teu families. There were no mills, no stores, 
and no market for produee. He relates that it was no uncommon 
thing for a farmer to leave home with two or three yoke of oxen 
attached to his wagon, loaded with as fine wheat as ever grew, to 
find a market at Springtield, Beardstown or St. Louis, the trip re- 
quiring one or two weeks. He would sell his grain at from twenty- 
five to thirty cents a bushel, and invest the proceeds in a calico 
dress and a loaf of white sugar for his wife, a pair of brogan boots 
for himself, a few pounds of brown sugar for family use, a barre] of 
galt, a drawing of tea, and a paper of pins, when he would find that 
the money he received for his wheat would be about expended. 
Cattle when driven to market four years old would command about 
eight dollars per head ; horses trom forty to fifty, and other stock in 
proportion. Corn sold at six and eight cents a bushel, and was 
often used for firewood. Farming products were low, and dry- 
goods and groceries high. 

The death of his first wife took place in the year 1548. TTis second 
marriage was on the Ist day of June, 1850, to Mary J. Hammer, 
who was born in Clark county, Kentucky, and came to JIinois in 
1834, first living in Sangamon county, and afterwards in Christian. 
From 1848 to 1850, Elder Northeutt lived mostly in Shelby 
county. In the year 1843 he united with the Christian chureh, 
and soon afterward began preaching the gospel. In 1854 he 
became a resident of Prairieton township. In connection with 
the work of the ministry, he has carried on the business of farming 
and stock-raising. Ife has ten children now living. The oldest 
son, W. FH. Northeutt, lives in Texas. Mary is the wife of R. R. 
Adams, of Prairieton township, and Luey Ann married L. Messick, 
of Morrisonville. The remaining are children hy his second mar- 
riage: Laura L, was the wife of Dr. J. W. Whitmire, of Metamora, 
I. J. Northeutt, residing in Kansas, Silas W., Lizzie W., who mar- 
ried J. H. Scribner, of Prairieton township, James A., now living 
in Colorado, Ann M. and Jesse G. Northeutt. 

Ile is now one of the oldest ministers of the Christian denomina- 
tion in this part of the state. At the time of the organization of 
the Christian church, to which he belonged, on the Mosquito, it was 
the only church of that denomination in the county, and comprised 
only seven members, of whom Elder Northeutt was one. From 
this small beginning he has seen the denomination advance until 
now it is one of the largest and most influential in the county. Ie 
is an eloquent and gifted speaker, and always commands large au- 


diences. He was raived in a slave state, and with pro-slavery 
sympathies, but on coming to Illinois, his convictions made him m 
favor of free suil, He was one of the early members of the repub- 
liean party. Ife was an acting justice of the peace in Sangamon 
before the formation of this county. He was one of the first magis- 
trates elected after the organization of the county, filling the office 
for eight years from August, 1839, On the adoption of township 
organization he was chosen from Prairicton township a member of 
the first board of supervisors, and filled that position four years, 
He made several canvasses for the legislature and other public 
positions, hut as he was the nominee of a party much in the mi- 
nority, his eleetion was scarcely expected. 

When he first settled in this county, the neighbors were distant 
and visitors few. Hospitality and sociability were conspicuous 
traits. Ie declares that when he looks back to those early times 
and compares the friendly feeling, the terms of social equality on 
which he lived, and the plentifulness with which every one had his 
real wauts provided for, with the jealousies of the present day and 
the wasteful extravagance in dress, living and other expenditures, 
he feels like exclaiming, “ Give me back the days of pioneer log 
eahin life!” 


RK. GORDI: 

Mr. Gorbey is a Kentuckian by birth. His ancestors were for- 
merly residents of Virginia. His grandfather, John Gorden, was 
one of the patriotic sons of Virginia who fought in the American 
army during the Revolutionary war. Ile served through the whole 
seven years struggle with Great Britain. Ilis home was on the 
James river, seventeen miles from the city of Richmond, In the 
year 1796 he emigrated from Virginia to Kentucky, and settled in 
Clark county on Four Mile creek, four or five miles from Winches- 
ter. He lived there till his death. Randal Gorden, the father of 
the subject of this sketch, was born on the James river in Virginia 
in the year 1784, and was twelve years old when the family moved 
to Kentucky. When the family settled in Kentucky it was a new 
and wild country, still containing many hostile Indians. The 
family reached their new home in the wilderness by way of the 
Ohio river, and in floating down that stream they were obliged to 
lie in the bottom of the boat to prevent being shot by the Indians 
from the banks. Randal Gorden was married to Rachel Baber, 
and moyed from Clark to Montgomery county on Slate creek, where 
he resided the remainder of his life, a period of nearly fifty years. 
He died in November, 1855, when nearly seventy years of age. The 
Baber family were from the same part of Virginia as the Gordens. 
Mr. Gorden’s mother was nine or ten years old when she came to 
Kentucky, and was accustomed to relate incidents which occurred 
as she rode a pack horse on a trail across the mountains on their 
jeurney from Virginia to Kentucky. 

Randal Richardson Gorden, the subject of this biography, was 
the next to the youngest of a tamily of cleven children, and was 
born in Montgomery county, Kentucky, on the 18th of December, 
182]. All his brothers and sisters grew to years of maturity, and 
all married and had families except Mr. Gorden’s oldest brother, 
who was a lawyer, and died at Little Nock, Arkansas. Mr. Gorden 
was raised in his native county in Kentucky. The schools which 
he attended when a boy, were of the kind common at that time in 
Kentucky—suhseription schools held in log school-houses with 
puncheon floors and split log benches. His first marriage occurred 
in November, 1848, to Isabelle Warren, who was born and raised 
within three miles of Winchester, Clark county, Kentueky. She 
only hved eighteen months. When twenty-four years of age he 
learned the blacksmith trade near Camargo, in Montgomery county, 
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Keatucky, Te had first visited Hlinois in the year 1845, hut the 
conntry at that time offered so few attractions to the settler, and 
malarial diseases prevailed tu such an extent, that he had little 
notion of making his permanent home in this state. In 1856, how- 
ever, he concluded to remove to Tlinois. While on his way to 
this state on the 28th of February, 1856, at Cincinnati, Ohio, he 
muaurricd Nanev Frost, who was born ou the 15th day of September, 
1853, and was raised in Montgomery eounty, Kentucky. She was 
descended from a Virginia family. On reaching Hlinois, My. 
Gorden lived for one year on the farm of Ellington Adams in this 
eounty, and then settled on the place where he now lives, in section 
22 of township 14, range 1 east, where he hassinee lived. He has ten 
hildren living; Martha Wlizabeth, Belle W., Jennie, Randal Rich- 
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S situated on the east side of the county, and is bounded 
on the north by Prairieton township, on the east by 
Shelby county, on the south by Pana and on the west 
by Locust and May townships. Lt occupies part of two 
eongressiunal townships, having twenty-four scetions in town 12 
N., Range 1 F., and cighteen sections in town 15 N., Range 1 
KE. The surface is an undulating pla, and occupies an arm of 
what is known as Grand Prairie, and is almost eutirely void of 
timber. The soil ix the same rich, black Joam as found in adjoin- 
ing townships. 

There are but two ereeks; the Lake Fork, which tlows through 
the south-east corner, and a small tributary of Plat Branch, which 
takes its rise near the town of Assumption amd] flows out through 
section twenty-three. 

Thirty years ago the territory embraced within this township was 
a wild, uninhabited prairie, When standing on the spot, now oc- 
cupied by the flourishing town of Assumption—for the great castern 


stage route passed over it—nothing but a boundless waste of eountry 
met the vision, On every hand were to be sven herds of deer and the 
wily prairie wolf, It was the terror of the stage driver in the stormy 
days of winter. But the construction of the Minois Central railroad, 
and the location of Tacusa, in 1854, eaused a wonderful change. 
Svon it was settled with a thrifty class of emigrants, and the prai- 
rie dotte] over with farm-houses. But a few years have 
marked the advance of eivilization, and now it forms one of the 
most fertile and promising townships in the county. The whole of 
this once barren waste is now reduced to cultivation. 

This township forms part of the territory taken from Shelby on 
the organization of Christian county. For several years the citi- 
zens of this portion of the county were attached to the Stonington 
Precinct, for voting purposes. To visit this distant point in the 
performance of this duty was a great inconvenience. But on the 
27th of September, 1856, the eounty court formed a new eleetion 
precinct, and named it Tueusa. It was bounded as follows: 
“ Commencing at the south-east corner of section 24, T, 11, R. 1 east, 
thence west nine miles; thenee north cight miles; thence east nine 
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ardson, Rachel, sham, Mary, Nannie May, Fannie and Annie. 
The last two are twins. Besides the above-named there are two 
ehildren deceased. 

Tu his political principles Mr. Gorden is one of the old demoerats, 
who began life as a demverat, and has never swerved from demo- 
eratie principles. Tle is a mueh respected eitizen of Prairieton 
township, and is a quiet and peaceable man who has lived on terms 
of friendship with all his neighbors. and has never sued any one, 
nor been sued, in all his life. Tle is one of the old Kentnekians, 
who retain a fondness for the noble pastime of the fox-chase. 
Nothing delights him so mueh as occasionally to mount a good 
horse and join in this old-fashioncd sport, though opportunities for 
its exercise are comparatively rare, 
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miles, and thence south to the place of beginning.” The store- 
house of Williams and ‘Whlabrant, in the village of Tacusa, was 
designated as the place of holding elections, The first judges of 
election, appointed by the eourt, were Joseph Bugg, William A. 
Williams and John Gaghagan. The first Justices of the Peace 
were Wo. WA. Willams and Jacob Overholt; Constables John 
Gaghagan and William Peck. 

In Deeember 1856, Elsie E, Malhiot, then a State Senator in 
the Louisiana legislature, purchased from the LC. R. R. company, 
and other parties, thirty sections in this preeinet, part of which lay 
near the railroad and adjacent to the village of Tacusa. He was 2 
Canadian by birth, but had been a resident of Louisiana for about 
eighteen years. He determined to make Ilinois his adopted state, 
and Christian county his future home; and early conceived the idea 
of settling his lands in this rich and beautiful prairie, with his rela- 
tives and friends from Canada. 

Early in March, 1857, about one hundred and fifty men, women 
and children arrived from Canada, many of the men being meehan- 
ics. This new acecssion was an encouraging feature at this time, 
in the settlement of the newly-formed township. Soon twenty-five 
or thirty more houses were erected. About the same time over 
thirty farm-houses had been built. and as many farms were opened, 
These improvements were mostly made by others than the Cana- 
dians—some of them model farmers from the Keystone State. 
At this date more than 5,000 acres had been fenced and reduced to 
cultivation—mostly im wheat and corn. 

On the adoption of township organization, in the spring of 1866, 
the former boundaries of Tacusa Preeinct, were contracted to 
6x7 miles square, and the name changed to Assumption. Af the 
election of township officers, April 5d, 1866, Jacob Overholt was 
elected its first Supervisor, and Israe] Pieree aud Samuel M. Moore 
the first Justices of the Peace. 

The early history of this township, as will be observed, clusters 
around the town of Assumption. The first land entries in this 
township, as shown by the records were: Noy, 16th, 1848, Elias 
Ceoneyiss, S. half N. E. quarter, section 24, eighty acres; Aug. 2, 
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1852, John C. Dodge, N. E. quarter, section 1, 161.28 aeres; N. 
W. quarter, section 1, 163.74 acres; 8. W. quarter, section 1, 160 
aeres ; $. E. quarter, section 1,161 acres. May 8th, 1854, 0. P. 
Heaton, 8. W. quarter, section 35, 160 aercs. 

The following are the township officers siuce organization : 

Supervisors —J. Overholt, elected 1866, re-elected ISG7T and ‘6S; 
J. 0. Pound, 1869; J. M. Birce, 18T0, re-elected ISTI, ‘72 and 
73; J. R. Pound, 1874; J. M. Biree, 1875, and served til] 179: 
W. L. Cohenonry, 1880. 

alssessors—Phil. B. Kemmerer, clected IST6: J. FL Mckee, 
1877, and by re-election has nlled the office till ISTO; WL G. 
Watson, 1880. 

Collectors —Peter L Myers, elected 1866, re-elected 1867; LA, 
TJoit, 1868; O P. Eldred, 1569; A. F. Seymour, ISTO; J. 8 Mer- 
eer, 1871; A. FP. Seymour, 1872; J. Burk, 1873; John A. Bridze, 
1874, and has been re-clected each succeeding year till 1s79; L 
Johnson, 180). 

Town Clerks—C. Pearcy, 1576, and re-elected cach year up to 

S79; P. B. Kemmerer, 1880. 

Commissioners of Tighways.— Wade F. Johnson, 1876; David 
Lacharitie, 1577; J. R. Milligan, 1878; Robert Morrison, 1a7; 
D. Lacharitie, 1880. 

Constables —W. F. Almonrode and C. C. Little, elected iu 1873; 
George Tutchins and D. M. De Lashmutt, 1877. 

Justices of the Peace —Tarael Pierce, elected in 1S8uG; Ss. M. 
Moore, 66; H. L. Reans,'70; W. E Cushing, 72; HL. Reans 
aud Wm. L Cohenour, ‘75; Grove Pring aud HH. L. Reans, ‘77. 


THE TOWN OF ASSUMPTION, 


The Illinois Centra] Railroad Company, on the completion of the 
read, laid out on the 6th day of June, 1855, what now constitutes 
the central part of the town of .Assumption, on the north-east 
quarter of section 2, town 12 N. range t cast in lut and blocks under 
the name of Tacusa. It was surveyed by Leverett H. Clark, and 
certified to by N. A. Griswold, president of the company. The 
traek-laying of the road was eompleted as far as Tacusa, in Octo- 
ber, 1854. 

Fhe passenger depot and ware-house buildings were erected at 
once by the company, and other improvements soon followed, Jolin 
Gaghagan, a seetion boss, creeted the first dwelling-house, and 
boarded railroad hands, and also opcued a saloon. 

The first store was erected aud opeved by Williams and I1illa- 
brant, in 1854. For two or three vears Tscusa liad but fow build- 
ings, and was nothing more than a railroad station. 

aAttera time, Elsie E. Malhiot, having purchased most of the lands 
in the vicinity, laid out an addition on the south-west part of the 
town, with suitable streets,a public square, market place, grounds for 
church purposes, the “ A-sumption cemetery,” Catholic ceme- 
tery—which lie named Assumption, after his own plantation in 
Louisiana, virtnally making but one town, though having two 
names. Tacusa was first surveyed by C. A. Manners, Nov. 1, 
1865, including the addition, and the name was changed to As-ump- 
tion. The Canadian colonists, in 1857, mostly settled in Malhiot's 
addition, and the town began to assume greater proportions, They 
erected twenty or thirty dwelling houses, a large three-story store- 
house, a warehouse, a blacksmith shop aud other buildiugs. 

Marcus L Barrett, a native of Massachusetts, came here from 
Pennsylvania, April 9, 1857, and kept a boarding-house tor rail- 
road hands. Ina short time he purehased the lot and store-hou-e. 
eccupied by Williams and Hillabrant, and laid in a new stock of 
general store goods. He has since erected a block of buildings, 
and has evntinued in business ever since he eame here. 
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Joseph Mercer, a native of Virginia, next boilt and opened a 
general store. The next store was built by Horace Moorhouse, 
trom Decatur, who opeved a stock of general hardware. 

In 1858 there were, in the older part of the town, a good store 
kept by Barrett and Seymour; a lumber vard by Charlcs Ostell ; 
a cabiuet-maker shop; a blacksmith shop, and a varicty of’ other 
mcchanies, A post-office had been established with Geo. Tlilla- 
brant, as the first post-master. The population at this date had 
inereased to four hundred. 

Tu 1858 a large flouring mill was erected hy E.E Malhiot. In 
connection with this he kept a large stock of sugar, from his 
Louisiana plantation, whieh he sold at wholesale prices to the 
citizens of Assumption townsbip. 

In the summer of 1559 Jacob Overholt and William A. Willians 
sunk a shaft 219 fect in search of coal, but were disappointed in 
tinding it in paying quantitics. 

For some fitteen years after the Jocation of the station Assump- 
tion was a point for the shipment of all the goods aud produce to 
and froin Taylorville. It was the nearest station, and was fourteen 
miles distant. 
received at Assumption. The great number of teams that were 


Large consignments of goods for Taylorville were 


daily passing between these poiuts added materially to the lity aud 
business interests of the place. 

March 24th, 1566, a meeting was held by the citizens for the 
purpose of voting on incorporating the town, which resulted in 43 
votes iu favor and 3 against. An election was held March 31st, 
1866, and the following trustees were elected: J.S. Merecr, L. A. 
Tloit, S. Madison Moore, M. IL. Kibbe, E. E. Davidson. At the 
fir-t mecting of the board J. 3. Mercer was chosen president aud 
A.B. Wammer clerk. 

The present Trustees are:—Jresident, W. EL Cushing: Hs. 
Reans, &. M. Coonrod, A. Kerr, J. Lambert, J. F. McKee; Clerk, 
J. M. Biree: Treasurer, L. T. Watkins. 

The Post Office was established in 1556, and George W. [ila- 
rant was the firet post-mastcr, 
I. A. Seymour and J. A. Bridge. 

The Catholic Church was built on the grounds donated by Mr. 
Malhiot, for that purpose, in 1858. Most off the Cavadian popula- 
tion were of that faith. More recently they have ereeted a new and 
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sightly =tructure. 

The Presbyterian Church was the first Protestant church organ- 
ized in Assumption. By authority from the Sangamon Presbytery, 
May 7, 1890, Rey. H. 2. Lewis organized the above church at the 
residence of Marcns L. Barrett. There were twenty-four members, 
S.C. Sheller and Wa. J. Calhoun were chosen riling elders. The 
firet communion was held the next day, March Sth, at the residence 
of Jaco Overholt. There was no Protestant chureh or hall iu the 
place. The regular preaching exercises of the sabbath were held 
in the railroad depot. A small church building was erceted and 
dedicated June 25d, 1861, during the ministration «of the Rey, 
Clark Loudon. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church was dedicated on Sunday, May 
2th, ISTO, by Rey. Hiram Buck, of Decatur. It cost $3,500, 

There are at present five churches in the town, viz: Presbyterian, 
Baptist, Christian, Methodist, and Roman Catholic, all of which 
have neat and comfortable edifices. 

The first sehool-house was erected in 1862. Tt is a one-story 
frame building, and is now used by the Baptist Charch, 

There is now a fine two-story, brick public school building, which 
cost $1,600. The school isa graded one, employing four teachers. 

The growth of the town is steady and healthy, and i¢ commands 
the trade of a larg extent of country. It is fortunate in having 
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bad for its business men gentlemen of energy and enterprise, who 
have spared no pains in advancing the interests of the place. 
There are about eight hundred inhabitants. 

Surrounded as it is, with a large number of well-improved and 
highly-cultivated farms, Assumption is quite a shipping point, 
ais will be scen from the list of loaded cars shipped from bere 
during the year 1879 -—307 car loads of corn, 278 of wheat, 89 of 
vats, 5 of rye, 8 of tlax seed, 80 of hay, 59 of hogs, 12 of cattle, and 
5 of potatocs, making in value upward of $150,000 shipped during 
the year. 

The following are the secret socicties in Assumption : 

The Bromcll Lodge, Ne. 451, A. BF. and A. M., was chartered 
October 4, 1865. Number of charter members sixteen. 

The first officers were :-—A. DB. Hammer, W. M.; 8. AL. Moore, 
S.W.: J. W. Aldrick, J. W.; R. M. Hood, Seeretary ; T. A. Sey- 
mour, Treasurer; R. UI Fuller, & D.; E.R. Shepard, ee. Me 
Pooder, Tyler, 

The present officers ave:—d. M, Birce, W. M.; J, PF. McKee, &. 
W.; O. W. Fisher, J W.; J. 1 Milligan, Treasurer. Number of 
members at present, sixty. 

The Assumption Grange, No. 103, was chartered November 3d, 
1873. The charter members numbered thirty. It now has a large 
membership, and is ina flourishing condition, 

Below we add a jist of the present business houses in the town: 


CUSTOM MILL AND ELEVATOR, 
owned and operated by Wilkinson & Co., was built in 1871, and 
has two run of burrs. 
The clevator, which is constructed for handling all kinds of grain, 
has a capacity for storing 55,000 bushels. 


ASSUMPTION MERCHANT MILLS 
was erected in 1856, and is owned and operated by Overholt Bros. 
Has a run of three burrs. [t is the oldest steam mill now running 
in the county, 

The leading Physicians are:—J. 1. Bennett, 8. M. Benepe, H. 
D. Bixby, R. W. Johnson. 

Drags. -4..A. Denny, 8. D. Brown & Bro., M. B. Travis. 

General Stores —W. E. Cushing & Son, Pigeou & Moore, Reans 
& Huskey, Cazalet & Lambert, L. Kaufman & Co. 

Groceries, Roots, Shoes, Confectionery, and Queensware—S. M. 
Coonrod, J. A. Wemple. 

Greocevics aad Queensware.—J, A. Bridge. 

Croecry and Confeetionery.—J. Simons. 

Hardnure, Tinware and Agricultural Inplements.—S. A. Shafer 
& Co, Byron Travis. 

Furniture—L. T. Watkins. 

Lamber Yard, Grain and .lgrieultural Implements —F. O. 
Pigeon. 

Lumber Vord.—Wilkinson & Co. 

Stationery, Cigar, and Jewelry Store.-—W. E. Chilton. 

Gunsmith and Clock Repairing. —M. L. Barrett. 

Shoe Shops.—V. Evans, G. W. Grimes, James Cronin. 

Harness Shops —D. D. Domas, A, Sarran. 

Blacksmith and Wagon Shops—Willabrant & Kerr, Poland Con- 
tevill. 

Blacksmithing and Shocitug.—Jno. Morrow. 

Milliners.—Mirs. E. Aldrich, Miss Ella Overholt, Miss Mariah 
McCormie, 

COMMERCIAL HOUSE. 

Tf. F. Rasbach, proprietor. Ciood accommodations for boarding 

and traveling guests. 
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Tite subject of the following sketch is a native of Syracuse, Onon- 
daga county, New York. Te was born September 7th, 1835. His 
father, Mitchel Diree, was a native born of the same county and 
state. Ue followed the trade af shoemaking. In the spring of 
1847, he moved to Michigan and settled in Branch county, where 
he remained until his death, March Sth, 1864. On the 19th of 
February, 1832, he married Mary Campbell. She was a native of 
the same county and state. She at present lives with her daughter 
in Stenben county, Indiana. There were seven children born to 
them, three boys and four girls. J. ML. Birce is the eldest son and 
second child inthe family. fis education was first obtained in the 
common schools of Michigan. As he grew to manhood his time 
was employed at work upon the farm. When at the age of nine- 
teen he attended two terms at the Academy in Albion, Michigan, 
and then engaved in teaching school. We continued at the acade- 
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ny for three years, filling in the winter months in teaching. In this 
way he succecded in getting a good education. He also attended 
two terms in Hillsdale College at Hillsdale, alter which he worked 
ona farm and taught school. During this time he made up his 
mind to adopt the profession of luw as the business of his life, and 
with this idea in view he read the standard text-books on that sub- 
ject. 

Tn the fall of 1860, he entered the Law Department of the Uni- 
versity of Michigan, at Ann Arbor, and, in the spring of 1861, was 
admitted to practice. Ife commenced the practice at Big-Rapids, 
in the northern part of the state, where he remained but two 
months, then returned home, and remaiued there until 1865, when 
be came to Assumption, Christian county, and worked at the car- 
penter trade until the fall of the same year, when he recom- 
meneed the practice of his profession, and has so continued to 
the present time. 
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On the 2d of April, 1863, he was united in marriage to Miss 
Mary W. Little. She isa native of New York, but was a resident 
of Michigan at the time of her marriage. By this union there 
have been two children, 2 boy and a girl, named Charles Mitchel and 
Stella Biree, aged respectively twelve and five years. In polities 
Mr. Birce is a republican. Ile cast his first vote for James Bu- 
chanan in 1856, and Stephen .A. Douglas in 1560. After the break- 
ing out of the war he arrayed himself on the side of freedom and 
constitutional liberty, and from that time to the present has voted 
and acted with the republican party. Ie is active in the cause, and 
may be regarded asa stalwart. Ile has been frequently honored 
hy being elected to offices of honor and trust in the county, and has 
represented his township no less than nine times on the Board of 
Supervisors, and this tuo, notwithstanding he belongs to the politi- 
cal party that is considerably in the minority in his township. 

This is good and sufficient evidence of his standing and worth as 
a man and citizen. In 1877, he was republican candidate for 
the offiee of State’s Attorney, but was defeated hy a slight majority. 
Tle at present is a member of the town board of trustees, and has 
heen town clerk sinee September, 1866, fourteen years. Both he and 
his wife are members of the Christian Church. Ile is at present 
the W. M., of Bromwell Lodge, No. 451, .A. F. & A. M., and is a 
bright and active Mason. 

Upon the subject of temperance he is a prohibitionist. Mr. 
Biree, as a man, is much respected. As a lawyer he ranks with the 
best who practice at the bar of Christian county. 


F. 0. PIGEON 


ied 


Was born in Canada, June 20th, 1837. He received a liberal edu- 
eation in the schools of his native country, At an early age he 
entered a dry-goods and general store, and learned merchandizing. 
«At the age of eighteen he concluded to go to New Orleans, and 
there engage in mercantile pursuits. On his way there he stopped 
at Assumption, and here met a friend who induced him to give 
up his New Orleans trip and remain here. Ilis first work was in 
a general store in the village of Assumption, owned by Mr. Barrett. 
This was in 1857. 

In 1858, Mr. Pigeon opened a grocery and provision store. 
The same year he received a large contraet from the Hlinoixs Cen- 
tral Railroad Company to get out ties for the road. During his 
engagement with the railroad company he had as many as two hun- 
dred and fifty men in his employ. He furnished the tics from 
Jonesboro to Pulaski, In 1860, he made the trip to Pike's Peak, 
arriving there in July of the same year. In 1862, he sold out his 
grocery business. IIix object was to go to Wireonsin. He 
stopped in Chicago and purehased dry-goods to the amount of nine 
thousand dollars. These he took to Evansville, Wisconsin, and 
opened a store. This was in September, 1362, Ile remained 
in Evansville until February, 1865. His stock had inereased in 
the meantime to cighteen thousand dollars. Ie then sold out the 
entire stock aéan advance of ten per cent.; returned to Chicago 
and settled up in full with the merchants of that place, who had 
kindly sold him the goods on time. When he made the purchase 
he was not in the possession of a dollar, but such was their confi- 
dence in his honesty, integrity and business capacity, that they fur- 
nished him all the stock he wanted on his simple promise to pay. 
After settling he went to, Canada. 

In the spring of 1864, he put in a stock of goods at Raxton 
Falls, Canada, where he remained until the 15th of April, 1865, 
when he came back to Assumption, Illinois, and opened a stock 
of dry-goods. 
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In 1856, his brother Alphonse came from Canada, and was taken 
inas a partner. The firm of F. O. Pigeon & Brother continued 
until 1871, when F. ©, Pigeon retired from the eoncern and went 
back to Canada, and remained two years. During his stay there 
he purehased a farm for his futher and mother. 

In 1873, he established a dry-goods house at Ottawa, Canada. 
His youngest brother, 1]. H. Pigeon, who had been a clerk in the 
dry-goods house of J. V. Farwell & Co., of Chicago, came and 
assisted as clerk. Ile remained in Ottawa until 1874, when he sold 
oat to his brother, 11. Pigeon. He returned to Assumption and 
went into the store with his brother Alphonse, where he remained 
until 1877, when he commenced the grain and lumber trade, in 
which he has continued to the present time. 

Ou the Ist of May, 1861, he was united in marriage to Miss Lea- 
poldine Beauchamp. She is also a native of Canada. Mrs, Pigeon 
is an accomplished lady, and was educated at the Convent of Lon- 
guiel, Canada. She speaks fluently both the English and French 
languages, and is also well educated in the classical Fanguages, and 
well informed upon the current literature of the past and present. 

Mr. Pigeon is one of the representative and prominent business men 
of the county. In addition to his mereantile pursuits, he has also 
dealt largely in rea} estate, and has at the present time a econsidera- 
ble body of land in the county. He is also, in addition to his grain 
business, engaged in huving and selling real estate. In polities he 
is a democrat, and in religion a Roman Catholie. 

Thus have we briefly sketched Mr. F.O. Pigeon. In all of his 
busy life, and in his many business transactions, he has always 
sustained the reputation of a strictly honest and honorable man, 
meeting his obligations promptly and paying the last farthing. 
He has kept up his reputation with the merchants of Chicago, and 
in his native country. This was the reason he could purchase any 
amount of goods upon any reasonable time. 

Tn his manners he is a polite, affuble and agreeable gentleman, of 
good address and easy conversation, and one whom it is a genuine 
pleasure to mect. A view of his fine residence and farm can be 
seen on another page of this work. 


WILLIAM L. COHENOUR. 


Tue Cohenour family is of Welsh and German extraction on 
the paternal side and Trish on the maternal. The ancestors eame 
to America long before the revolutionary war and settled in Penn- 
sylvania, where Juhu Cohenour, the paternhl grandtather, was born 
in 1794. Ie was a native of Lancaster county. He came to Illi- 
nois in 1856 and settled in Pike county, where he remained until 
his death, in 1869. IIe married Dorotha Lawrence; she also died 
in Pike county, Ils. Jacoh N. Cohenour, the father of William 
L., was born in Laneaster county, Pa, Dee. 11, 1811. He married 
Jane Likely, of Huntingdon county, Pa. She was born April & 
1811. Mr. Cohenour came west in the fall of 1836, and landed in 
Pike county Nov. 4th of the same year. Tle was a carpenter and 
eabinet-maker hy trade, an] worked at the busincs: for a number of 
years. Ile remained in Pike county until his death, which occurred 
Nov. 15th, IS68. His wite died in the same county April Yth, 
1857. <Atter the death of his first wite he married Mrs. Naney 
Jane West. She died June 15th, 1861. He afterwards mar- 
ried Sarah Layton. She died in 1869. By the first marriage 
there were nine children, four of whom are living. By the second 
one child, and by the third oue boy, named Elmer Cohenour. Wil- 
liam L., the subject of this sketeh, is the second child by the first 
marriage. He was born in Pike county Sept. 10th. 1857. 

He attended the common schools of Pike county and the acade- 
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myoat Pittsfield, and received a fair cdueation in the English 
branches, suflicient at Teast to fit hint for the profession of teaching 
At the age of cighteen be entered a general store in Pittstield, where 
he remained a short time, them went to New Salem and spent sev- 
eral years ina gencral store, Tle then spent one year in’ Kansas, 
and iat his return to Ulinvis stopped in St. Clair county, where he 
followed teaching for three years. On the 10th of December, 1863, 
he was united in marriage to Miss Mary 8. Moore, who is a native 
of St. Clair county. The Moore family is au old one, and came to 
Hlinois befare the State was admitted into the Union. After his 
marriage Mr Cohenour removed to Bond county, and in the spriag 
of 1865 came to Christiau county and settled in Assumption town- 
ship, where he has continued to reside, engaged in farining, Six 
children have been born to Mr. and Mys Cohenour, Their 
paines are Charles Albert, Jacob Atlas, William Likely, Mirtie 
Jane, Henry Howard and Cora Josephine All are yet beueath 
the parental roof. VPeisa democrat im_ politics. lis first vote 
was cast tor Stephen A. Douglas in 1860, since which time he bas 
been a member of that political organization. THe at present repre- 
sents his township in the Board of Supervisors, Tis wife is a mem- 
ber of the M. . Chureh. He ix in habits a temperance man, He 
was in IST3 cleeted Justiee of the Peace, and held the office for one 
term. Tis neighbors say of him that he is a good neighbor and 
an honorable, upright man, whe has many friends wherever Ite is 
known. 


Ss. M. COONROD, 


Tus Coonrod family, on the paternal side, are of (rorman extrac 
tion, Stephen Coonrod, father of the present family, was a native 
of Turden enuuty, Ky. Ue was bern in 1797. Me emigrated to 
Hinois in TS19, and setthd in Wayne county, where he remained 
nine years, after which he moved te Greene county, and located 
near Greenficld, and remained there until his death, which event 
occurred in December, 1872. THs ocvcupmition was that of a darmer. 
Ife was also a regularly ordained Baptist ininister, [Le mariicd 
Candice Lee: she was born in 1800. She wasalso a native of Ken- 
tacky. The marriage was solemmized prior to Mr. Coonrod’s com- 
ing to Illinois. She died in Noventber, 1879. There were ten 
children born to them, cight of whom are living. The subject of 
this =keteh is the seventh ia the family. We was born in Greene 
county, Hlinois, December 2d, 1830. Te was reared on the farm 
and attended school during winter. Tis advautages for reectying 
an edueation in his youth were exeecdingly lmited. Te remained 
at home until he was twenty-six years of ave. Tle then went into 
Cireenfield with his father, and in connection with his brother, en- 
gaged in general merchandizing, in which he continued until 1866, 
when, in January of that year he went to Prairicton township in 
Christian county, where he had a farm, and tor the next two years, 
engaged iu the enltivation of ths sei] Tle then went to Macon, in 
Macon county, Pls. where he remained one year, then one year in 
Stonington, and then came to Assumption and opened a dry- 
voads store, One year later les sold cut the store, anu] six months 
afterwards engaged in the grocery and) provision business, in which 
he has continued to the present. 

Qa the 2st of September, ESTO, he was united in marriage lo 
Miss Bettie Bo Chilton, a native of Virginia, but a resident of der- 
sey couuty at the tie of her marriage. Ife and his wile are 
members of the Christian Church. lle is an active and earnest 
worker tn the chuvel, aud contributes very liberally towards its 
tngintenanee Tn polities he is a democrat. [Tis first vote was cast 
for Stephon A. Douglas for president in 1860, On the subject of 
temperance he is an advocate of the cause. We has been a member 


of the board of trustees of his village. In his walk and eonversa- 
tion, Mr, Coonrod ts an upright Christian gentleman, and an hon- 
erable man Such is the verdict of his friends and neighbors who 
ft is with pleasure that 
we present him to our many readers, as one of the stirring, active 


have known him for a number of years 


business men of Assumption. 
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Tne Watson family on the paternal side are of English descent, 
and on the maternal, Trish, Tis grandfather, Nathaniel Watson, 
was a native of Virginia, and moved to Kentucky at an early day. 
His son, Dudley G., father of the subject of this sketch, was born 
in Anderson county, Ky., in £812. He grew to manhood, married 
and remained in that state until the spring of 1557, when he came 
to Illinois and settled in Pratrieton township, Christian county, 
where he has remained to the present time engaged in farming, whieh 
las been the principal business of his lite. He is also a regularly 
ordained minister in the Baptist Chureh. He married Jane Rob- 
ison. She was also born and raised in Anderson county, Ky. 
Twelve children have been born to them, six boys and six girls, 
Ten of the children are still living. Dudley J. is the fourth in the 
family. Ife was born in Andersen county, Ky., June I1th, 1841. 
Hlis schooling was obtained in his native state. and after he came 
with his father to Illinois. He remained and made his home at his 
father’s house until he was twenty-cight years of age, but he prac- 
tically commence life for himselt after he was sixteen years of age. 

On the sth of October, 1868, he was united in marriage to 
Miss Sarah McDaniel. Her parents were natives of Kentucky. 
she, however, was born in Indiana, and eame with her parents to 
Hlinois while she was yet in ber childhood. She was a resident of 
Mosquito township, Christian county, at the time of her marriage. 
On the Sth of Mareh, 1875, Mv. Watson came to Assumption anil 
engaged in the grocery, provision, hoot and shoe trade, in which he 
continued for five years, when he sold out, and in the fall of 1877 


commenced the business of baling. 


dealing in and shipping hay, in 
which he still continues. 

Mr. Wand his wile are members of the Christian Church of 
Assumption. Ie takes an active interest iu that Christian organi- 
zation, and is among its most liberal supporters, He is a member 
of Dromwell Todge, A. Fo & A.M. No, 451, Assumption, Ills. 
Upon the subject of temperance he is radical, and an active adyo- 
cate of the same, 

In polities he east his first pwesidential vote in 1864 for Gen. Geo. 
B. MeClellan, and from that time to the present bas heen a prom- 
inent member of that political organization, 

Mr. Watson is an old settler of the county. He came here in 
1857, and since that time has been known as an honorable, upright 
citizen and honest man. 
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Ta subjects of the following sketch were born in Fairfield county, 
Ohio, on the 7th of Now, 1857, and 7th of July, 1S The Shafer 
family ts an old one in the history of that state. Their great 
unele, Absalom Shafer, was the first white child born in Fairfield 
county. Geo. A. Shafer, the father of the present family, was born 
in that state, as was also bis father before him. They were farm- 
ers and tillers of the soil, Some of them also engaged in the tan- 
ning business, Geo, A. Shafer came west in 1854 and settled in 
Shelby county, Hlinois. Le entered two hundred acres of Jand in 
Christian county. Te sold out six months later at an advance of 
six dollars per acre, and then removed to Tazewell county, in this 
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State, and scttled two miles cast of Washington, where he remained 
until 1873, when he removed to Christian county and settled in 
Assumption township, where he at present resides. ILe married 
Catharine A. Myers. She is a native of Fairfield eounty, Ohio. 
Iler father was a Pennsylvanian by birth; they were also an old 
family and among the first settlers of Ohio, There were seven 
ehildren born to them, four boys and three girls. all living exeept 
one son, who died in infaney. The edueation of the subjects of 
this sketch was obtained in the cammon schools of Tazewell eounty. 
They made rapid progress in their studies, and are now well quali- 
fied to earry on suecessfully the business of life. Tdoth remained at 
home at work on the farm until 1872, when s. A. eame to Assump- 
tion township, where he farmed during the summer months, and 
returned to Tazewell eounty and taught school through the winter. 
He thus farmed and tauzht schoo] for three terms. In 1877 he eame 
to the village of Assumption and engaged in the hardware, tinware 
and agricultural implement trade. At that time he was associated in 
the business with J. R. Edmunds. This partnership lasted for seven 
months, when Edmunds retired and Charles Kineaide took his place 
and remained four months, after whieh J. C. Shafer, one of the 
subjects of this sketch, came in, and from that time to the present 
the firm of S. A. Shafer & Co. has econtinned. Both are young, 
active and Jive business men, and it will be no fault of theirs if the 
community in which they live are not supplied with everything in 
their line of trade. Their stock is large, and consequently they are 
ina condition to -upply the publie with what they want. The 
additional fact that they xell goods at very small margins gives 
them a large trade through the surrounding country. 

In politics they belong to the republican party. Both are mem- 
bers of the Independent Order of Forresters. 3. A. is a member 
of the United Brethren Church, as are also his father and mother. 
J.C. and other members of the family are memhcrs of the M. FE. 
Church. Both are members of the temperance organization and 
udvozates of the eaus2. 


JOUN B. KEMERER 
Was born in Fairfield county, Ohio, near Lancaster, June $4, 1857. 
The family on the the paternal side is of German ancestry, and on 
Philip Kemerer, the paternal grandtather, 


the maternal Swiss. 
emigrated from Lancaster, Pennsylvania, to Obio in 1801, while 
that state was yet under territorial form of government. During 
the first administration of General Jackson, Philip Kemercr re- 
ceived a grant of 10U0 acres, in consideration of services rendered 
as one of the pioneers of the state. The grant was Incated in Ross 
eounty. It was then not eonsidered valuable, but since that time 
the eity of Chillicothe las been erected upon it. Philip Kemerer 
died in Ohio. Ifis son Joseph, and father of the present sketch, was 
born in Laneaster county, Pa. He died in Ohio, in September, 
1847. His death oceurred from milk-sickness, at the town of Finley, 
where he was on his way to Indiana to enter Jand. He marricd 
Salome Bowser. She was of Swiss parentage. Her parents came 
to Ameriea about the close of the Revolutionary war. She was a 
resident of Ohio at the time of her marriage. She died in Assump- 
tion township, Christian county, [linvis, in September, 1868, There 
were ten children in the family—six sons and four daughters. The 
eldest and two youngest sons are dead, leaving seven children who 
have survived the parents. Mrs Kemerer eame west to Christian 
county, in April, 1856. John B. had preeeded them two years. 
He eame here in the spring of 1854, and put up a shanty on the 
prairie, on land that the family had entered prior to this time, 
They had entered some 1200 acres. At the time he built bis house, 
it was the only one on the prairie. After the family came, he mare 


his home with them until] 1859, when, in the spring of that vear, he, 
in company with six others, made the trip to Pike’s Peak. They 
lett in Mareh and arrived in Denver in June, and in July 
reached the Peak. While there, he was engaged for the most part 
in mining. Ife remained there for eighteen months, and then re- 
turned home. On the 7th of August, 1862, he enlisted in company 
G, 116th Negt. Ts. Infty. The regiment was raised in Christian 
and Maeon counties, and was organized and rendezvoused at Camp 
Macon, in Decatur. From there they were ordered to Memphis, 
and were attached to the Army of the Tennessee. They partici- 
pated in the battles of Mission Ridge and Atlanta campaign, after 
which the regiment went with Sherman on his famous mareh to the 
sea. While in the service he was slghtly wounded twice. Ie 
was mustered out June 7, 1865, at the close of the war, near Wash- 
ington City. and discharged at Springfield, Minois. 

Qn the 7th of November, 1866, he was united in marriage to 
Miss Elizabeth Chambers, a native of Licking county, Ohio. She 
was born Sept. 27, 1841. Iter father, James Chambers, was a 
native of Pennsylvania, and her mother was Naney Lyons before 
marriage, She was horn in County Antrim, in the north of [re- 
Jand. ‘The date of her birth was 1812. She eame with her father’s 
Mrs. Kemerer was a resident of Mont- 


family to Ameriea in 15 
gomery eounty, [Hs at the time of her marriage. She eame to 
Hlinois in 1864. By this marriage there are, three children—two 
danghters and one son, Their names are Alma Adelia, Westela 
Alfretta, and John Martin Kemerer. Mr. KX. and wife are mem- 
hers of the Presbyterian Church. 

In polities, he is a republican. He was formerly a Douglas 
denioerat. Ife is a member of Bromwe]l Lodge, No. 451, A EF. & 
A.M. His wife is also a niember of the Eastern Star Masonry. 

Mr. Kemerer is one of the old settlers of the township. When 
he came here the country was one broad expanse of unbroken 
prairie, over which roamed herds of deer, tlocks of wild turkeys 
and wolves. Here he has spent the best years of his life. Te has 
seen the country grow from a comparative wilderness to be one of the 
favored spots in central [linois, the landseape dotted over with 
farm-houses aml thrifty villages. In life he has been reasonably 
snecessful. Few men have more friends, and none are more kindly 
spoken of than John 3. Kemerer and his excellent wife. 


MIDIS Be TaN Wis: 

Tue subject of this sketch is a native of Indiana connty, Pa. We 
was born January 23d, 185}. Uis father, Thomas M. Travis, is a na- 
tive of the same state. He came toShelby county, Hls.,in 1855, and 
remained there until 1869, when he settled in Assumption, Christian 
county, where he still resides. He married Jane G. Barrett. She 
is a native of Virginia. There were thirteen children born to them, 
five of whom are living; the others all died in infarey, exeept ore 
daughter, Cora C., who died in her thirtieth year. Miles B. is the 
third in the family. He reevivcd a good edueation in the exsecllent 
schools of Assumption. In 1872, he engaged in the drug business, 


in which he bas continued to the present time. On the 26th of Oet., 
1875, he was united in marriage to Miss Mary J. Adams, a native 
of Ohio. She was a resident, however, of Assumption ut the time 
of her marriage. There has been one ehild, a boy, born to them, 
named Lange B. Travis. He and his wife are members of the 
Preshyterian Chnreh. Ile is a member of the 1.0. O. F., and is 
a radical temperanee man and a strong adyoeate of the cause. In 
politics he votes the republican ticket. He has, us stated above, 
been engaged in the drug trade sinee 1872. Mr. Travis is very ae- 
eommodating, of a pleasing address, and understands his business 
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thorowshly fe is well adapted, and prepared to cater to the wants 
of the publie in his line, Tits brother, Byron Travis, is engaged in 


the hardware trade. 


JAMES RUPLE MILLIGAN 


Was born in Champaign county, Oliia, July 80th, 1855, The 
Milligan family is of Ivish ancestry © William, the paternal grand- 
father, in eompany with a brother, came from Treland to America 
about the close of the revolutionary war. Te settied in Penn-y1- 
vanin where, in 1795, William, his son, and father of the subject of 
the present sketch, was born, Ie wasa tanner by trade, and earrivd 
on that business through life. Ile removed to Ohio between the 
years 1825 and 1830, and remained in that state during the 
balance of his life. He died in 1549. Ie married Eliza Pollock. 
She was a native of Ohio county, Virginia, She survived her hus- 
band many years, Some years after his death she came west to 
Taylorville, Christiaan county, to juin her ehildren, and died there 
in November, L870, at the home of Samucl Milligan, her eldest son. 
There were nine children by this union, five of whom have survived 
the parents. James 2 is the fifth son in the family of eight boys 
and one girl, His edueation was obtained in the common schoo}s 
of his native county. is father dying while he was yet young, he 
was deprived of the advantages of such an education as usually falls 
to the Jot of most youths, He was compelled at an early age to 
provide for his own mainteuanee, and made his home with his 
wother until his marriage. Ile worked around the country in 
the meantime, at such work as he eould find to do. Jn 1551, he 
commenced running a steam engine, Ie remained at that business 
until 1857, 
ville with his brother Samuel, who had preceded him there the year 
before, ‘The first four years in Hlinois were spent in farming. Tu 
ISS) he removed to Taylorville, and worked tor W. W. Anderson, 
Tn the fall of 1862 he went into the Forrest City mills, and con- 
tinued there until April, 1866, when he removed to Assumption, 
Christian county, Ilinois, aud there, in connection with Charles 
Powel and Reuben Wilkinson, purchased a stock of lumber and 
engayed in the lumber, coal and vrain trade. The partnership eon- 


when he came west to I]inois, and stopped in Taylor- 


tinued until 187f, when Charles Perey purchased Powel’s interest. 
In [875 Wilkinson retired, and since that time the tirm of Milligan 
& Perey has continued the business. In 1871 the company built 
the present elevator and anil combincd, and sinee that time have 
also engaged in milling. 

On the 29th of April. 1855, he was united in marriage to Miss 
Margaret MeCaflrey, She was horn and raised in Covington, Ky. 
Seven children have been bern to them—two sous and five daugh- 
ters, Their names are Mary Alice, Ia Bell, Jesse Anderson, now 
aoresident of Diamond Springs, Morris county, Kansas, James 
Lawrenev, May, Laurie and Lille Milligan. Al] except Jessie A. 
are yet at home. Both he and his estimable wife and two cldest 
dauchters are members of the Christian Church. He takes an active 
pit in sustaining that Christian organization, and gives liberally 
of bis means to that end. In polities he gives in lis adherence to 
the republican party. TTe may be classed among the original re- 
publicans, a» his first presidential vote was east for John C. Fre- 
mont, in T8o6, sinee which time he has been a member of that 
political party. The is an advocate of the temperance vausc, and has 
been frequently elected as trastec of his village upon the Temper- 
ance Tieket. We has alse been President of the Board for several 
terms. He is a member of the ancient and honerable order of 
Freemasonry, and takes an active part iu the work and deliberations 
ofthat body. He has faithfully served the eraft in the ® East for 


a number of years, where he has presided with dignity and aecepta- 
bility, becoming the exceutive offiecr of a Lodge of Masons — Ile is 
a bright Mason and a good worker in the order. 

This is bricfly a sketch of the life of one of Assumption's active 
business men and best citizens. [fis life has heen a success, not so 
miuch, perhaps, in the accumulation of great riches, but in the 
vathering together of sufficient of this world's goods tu make him 
comfortable, and in the possession of good health and a mind freed 
from the perplexing, arduous datics of Iife, which corrode and fre- 
quently make existenee a burden. He started in life unaided. 
What he has, has heen the result of a lite of industry, economy and 
frugality. We is Jiberal minded and charitable, and gives frecly of 
his means to every worthy object. In the community where he 
resides none stand higher, nor have more character lor integrity and 
honesty than Mr, Milligan. 


To WASBANCH, 


Tue subject of this sketch is of Dutch descent. Tlis grand- 
pilrents were natives of Holland, and were among the carly settlers 
of New York. Ilis father, John M., was born in Herkimer county, 
in that state. He was a eentractor upen the public works of the 
state. IIe remained in New York until his death, which oeeurred 
in 1858. Wle married Rosanna DeLong, whe was of French 
ancestry. She died in 1852. There were fourteen children born 
to them, cight sons and six daughters. 


Seven of the sons are stil] 
living, Thaddeus F. is the seventh son anc the twelfth child. He 
was born on the German Flatts, Herkimer county, New York, Sep- 
tember 15, 1842. [lis boyhood days were spent at home, and in 
the schools of his native county. — is father being an invalid and 
dying while Thaddeus was quite young, he was compelled at an 
The first work he did 
was to clerk in a dry-goods store in Herkimer village, where he re- 
mained for two years. Te then came west to Chicayo, and from 
there to Sycamore, in DeKalb county, and clerked at the latter 
place one winter, then eame to Chuton, in DeWitt county, and from 
there in 1857, went into the INinois railroad as newsboy, then brakes- 
He remained in the 
employment of the Tlinois Central read until the breaking out of 
the war, when he enlisted as a private in Co. “(C,’? 15th Hlinvis 
Volunteers, for three years, Col. J.B, Wyman commanding. Te 
went out in April, 1861, under the three months calls, and was 
sworn in to the three years service on the 4th of May following. 
The regiment went to Caseyville, near St. Louis, laid there two 
weeks, and on the 5th of July, passed through St. Louis tu Rella, 
Missouri. 


early age to provide for his own support. 


man, baggage master and up to conductor. 


The fir-t regular battle in which the regiment engaged, 
was at the assault on Vieksburg, in December, 1861, in which they 
suffered severely, The command was better known as “ Wynian’s 
Brigade.” They were more familiarly known as “ Wymau’s Grey 
Backs,” from the fact that they had suits of rebel grey, one 
thousand of which had been captiured and sent to them, and worn 
hy them as uniforms. After the hattle of Vicksburg, the command 
came to Arkansas Post, and was in the engagement and capture 
of that place, after which they went to Memphis, then to Pittsburg 
Landing, and from there followed Sherman in his famous mareh to 
After the battle of Vicksburg, Mr. Rashach was taken 
sick and sent into hospital. Ie alterwards went with the regiment 
to Arkansas Post, and was in the battle, and also went to Pittsburg 
Landing, There he again wax sent to hospital, and from there was 


the sen. 


sent home ona dorty days furlough. Wis furlough expired before 
he recovered ; he had it renewed, and when it again expired, his 


time of enlistmenf was out, and he did not return to the regiment. 
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He never fully recovered from the sickness while in the army, and 
it was two years after the date of his enlistment expired hetore he 
gained sufficient strength to help himself. Tlis discharge bears date 
September 10, 1864. The first winter after his recovery he went 
back on the Hlinois Central railroad, and stayed until spring. Ju 
May, 1867, he went to New Orleans, and suld wooden-ware, brooms 
and brushes for his brother who was in business in that place. Ie 
remained ten months, then went to Galveston and Houston, Texas, 
and went to work on the Washington branch of the Mouston and 
Texas Central railroad as conductor, where he remained for two 
years there and on the main line. [ke then returned north and 
went to work on the North Division of the [Hinois Central. tu 
1869, he was sent by the company to El Paso, as yard-master. He 
afterwards was assistaut in the freight office, and took charge of the 
baggage for the I C.and T. P. & W. railroads. © From FE] Paso 
in April, [871, he was sent to Assumption as station agent, and has 
been here up to the present. In 1874, he started in the hotel busi- 
ness in addition to his other duties, which he also continues. On 
the Tith of October, 188, he was united in marriage to Miss 
Elizabeth Malone, a resident of Joe Davis county, I]linois. By this 
marriage there has heen two children. The eldest, Julia May, died 
in her ninth year. Edith Estelle is yet living, a bright and win- 
some child. In politics Mr. Rasback is a republican. Ile is a 
member of the Lodge of A. F. & A AML, No. 451, Assumption, 
Illinois. Both he and his wife are members of the Presbyterian 
Church. He is a temperate man and an advocate of the cause. In 
this community where he has lived for a number of yours he is 
regarded as an upright and honorable man. As an officer and 
station agent he is polite, affable and accommodating, and gives 
good satisfaction to the patrons of the road, as well as to his em- 
ployers. 


J. A. BRIDGE 

Tue Bridge family on the paternal side are of Irish ancestry, and 
ov the maternal German. The paternal grandfather was a native 
of New Jersey. He at an early day removed to Indiana, where 
he was killed by the Indians. Thomas Bridge, his son and father 
of J. A. was born in Butler county, Ohio. He is a farmer and 
blacksmith. fe is now a resident of Camden, Preble ecunty, 
Ohio. He married Susan Wolf, who was born in the same county. 
Her father, John Wolf moved from Virginia to Ohio at an early 
day, and was one of the first scttlers of that state. By this mar- 
riage there were three children, two boys and one girl. The sub- 
jeet of this sketch was the first-born. He first saw the light of 
day in Preble county, Ohio, October 31, 1840. His youth was 
spent upon the farm and in the schools of his native county. After 
receiving a fair education in the common schools he spent one 
year in the Ohio Wesleyan University. When the war broke out 
he was among the first to enlist under the first three months call. 
He was a member of Co. “ F,” 20th Regt. Ghio Vols. The regiment 
was ordered to West Virginia, and remained there doing provost 
duty until time of enlistment expired, when they were mustered out 
aud he returned home and remained at work upou the farm 
until 1864, when he again enlisted in the 156th Regt., O. V., aud 
did duty in Fastern Virginia and Maryland. The date of his 
enlistment expired in 1865. He then returned home and workcd 
at the tanning business for one year anda half. In the spring of 
18638 he came to Tlnois and settled in Assumption.  Tfere he 
farmed for nine months, when he returned to Ohio and taught 
school one winter. In the fall of 1870 he returned to Assumption 
and went to work on the elevator that was then building, and 


afterwards weighed grain for Wilkinson & Co, for three years, 
then bought grain for Cornner, afterward for P.O. Pigeon. Ue 
evutinued grain buying antil 1877, when he was appointed post- 
Ite then opened a stock of groceries and provisions in 
connection with the post-office, and still continues in that trade. 

In polities he has been a republican sinee 1864, when he east his 
first presidential vote for Abraham Lineolo, He was township 
collector for six years, and appointed post master in 1877, and now 
performs the duties of that office in a manner acceptable to the 
citizens of Assumption and yieinity. Tle ix a respected member uf 
Bromwell Lodge A. FP. & A. M. No. 451, and is also a member of 
the I. O. O. F. since 1563. 

On the 10th of March, 1862, he was united in marriage to Miss 
H. F. Mauzy. She is a native of Preble county, Ohio. One child, 
avon named Elerschel L., is the fruit of this union; he is engaged 
in farming. Mrs. Bridge is a member of the Christian Church. 
Asa man Mr, Bridge has the confidence and esteem of his fellow- 
citizens. During the past year Mr. Bridge has also been engaged in 
buying and shipping live stock. 


master, 


JAMES RIDGE. 

Tus gentleman, one of the early settlers of Assumption township, 
is a native of England, and was born at the village of Stoke Rivers, 
Devonshire, on the 11th of January, 1829. His father was James 
Ridge, and his mother’s maiden name was Charity Leworthey. Ie 
was raised in the vicinity where he was born. March Ist, 1851, 
he married Sarah Tucker, who was born in the adjoining parish of 
Swimbridge. He had resolved to come to America, and consequently 
left England April 5d, IS5I, and landed with his young wife at 
Quebec, May 5th, and from that place they came immediately tu 
THinois; an elder brother of his wife had settled in Greene county, 
of this State, and they went to that locality. Mr. Ridge was farm- 
ing then until the spring of 1860, and then moved on a tract uf 
Jand which he had purchased the preceding fall in Christian county. 
He began improving this tract. He waz one of the early settlers 
on the prairie in his neighborhood. Mr. Ridge has since heen 
farming in Assumption township, and owns two huncre land seven- 
ty-six acres of land. [le has two childrcn, David James, who is 
farming for himself in Assumption township, and Sarah Ann. One 
child died in infaney. Mr. Ridge, in his politics, has been a mem- 
ber of the republican party ever since he took an interest in publie 
affairs. This first vote for President was cast for Abraham Lineoln 
Such is a brief sketch of one of the industrivus and upright citizens 
of Assumption township, 


PRANCIS: DD) ALLE EIGd 


Tue Malhiots were principally interested in the cstablishment of 
the French colony at Assumption, The family came from France 
to Canada about two hundred years ago, and settled at St. Peters, 
on the St. aawrenece river. Michacl Mathiot, the father of F. D. 
Malhiot, was born at St. Peters, and tock as his wife Marie Louie 
Demars. 

Francis D. Malhiot was born on the Gth of March, 1816, and 
was the next to the youngest of a family of ten children. He was 
raised at St. Peters. [fis father was one of the wealthiest farmers 
of that part of Canada. He reecived a good education, and began 
the study of law soon after attaining his majority. While he was 
a student in the law office the rebellion of 1837 broke out, and he 
joined his fortunes with those of the insurgents, volunteering in a 
company of soldiers raised in Montreal. He tovk part in one or 
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two skirmishes, but in pe recalar battle. Tis Drather, Fo. Te Mal- 
hint, was a colane! in the rebel forecs, Convinced that it was im- 
possible to gain their ends by further opposition to the Canadian 
goverment, he and lis brother sought refie in the Mnited States, 
spending the winter ec [857-38 ac st. \bane, Vermont. Tle after- 
wards returned to St. Peters, and lived there till 1810, when he 
went to Louisiana. His brother was admitted te practice law tn 
that state, apd became a lawyer ef considerable prominciee. Le 
resided on a plantation in Assumption parish. Francis D. Malhiot 
was the proprietor ot a hotel at Paincourtville, in the parish of As- 
sumption, for three years, and then returned to Canada. Te 
beeame the owner of a flour-malb and saw-mill at Arthabaskaville, 
near St Peters On the vist of Febraary. 2843, he was united im 
marriage, at St. Peters, to Marie Zoe Deland. 

Tu 1849, the yeu of the great excitement consequent on the dis 
covery of gold on the Pacifie coast, he went to California, For 
three years and a-half he was engaged in miuing gold, most of the 
time near Sonora, His sucecss was equal to that of most of the 
vold seckers who thronged to California in expectation of an casy 
fortune. On returning to Canada he built another saw-mill, at 
Victoria, on the Grand Trunk Railway. He bad one flour-mill 
nnd two saw-mills in operation at the same time. 

In the year 1857 his brother, EE. Malhiot, purchazed thirty scetions 
of lund, mostly in Assumption township, Christian eo, Hls. | Praucis 
D. Malhiot bought one section. Thev brought from Canada about one 
hundred French families, and settled them on diffvreat portions of 
these tracts of land. The history of this colony is already well 
known to the people of the county, and is spoken of cleewhere in 
this work. Many of the French damilies still reside in that part of 
the county. The land was purehased from the Wlineis Coutral 
Railroad tompany. They founded the town of Assumption, re- 
eciving its name trom the parish of Assumption, in Louisiana, in 
which Colonel E. FE. Malhiot had his home. The former name of 
the railroad station was Tacusa. The house whieh Mr. Malhiot 
bow occupies was the first built on the prairie i Assumption town- 
ship, and he has lived in it sinee 1857. : 

Mr. and Mrs. Malhiot have had eleven children, whose naines 
areas follows: Maric Louisc, now the wife of Lawrence Panneton, 
of Assumption township; Theodule F., now in the mercantile busi- 
ness at Radford; Arthur, who died of consumption, in 1872, at the 
age of twenty-three; Marie Melvina, whose death cecurred in the 
year 1575, at the age of twenty-two; Clara Maric, Philip X , 


Francis 4, Adele Maric, Marie Margaret, Eugene Alphonse, and 
Gideon Henry. 

Politically, the Malbiot family has been attached to the demv- 
cratic party ever since their residence in the Uuited States, and all 
its members vote that ticket. EF. E. Malhiot dicd in Assumption 
township, in 1875, and his family now reside in Louisiana. Francis 
D. Malhiot, since his re-ideace in this county, has been altogether 
engaged in farming. He has heen one of the best citizens of As- 
xupption township, and is held in much respect for bis many excel- 
lent traits of character. Though he has passed the vigor of youth, 
he is fond of travel, and possesses some of that spirit of adventure 
which secs to be neyer wholly absent from the French-Canadian 
blood, After the discovery of gold at the Black Tlills, he went out 
to that Iceality, more for recreation and with the purpose of regain- 
ing bis health than with the object of seeking gold, und spent four 
mouths there during the year 1877. 


THEODEEE i. SMNGEWOT 


Was born at St. Peters, Canada, on the I1th of August, 1846, and 
is the oldest son, and the third child, of a tamily of eleveu children. 
He lived in Canada till 1847, when he accompanied his father to 
Christian county. He attended school in Canada before leaving 
that country, and the public schools of Assumption after coming to 
this county. For two ycars be was a student at St. Joseph College, 
at Tentopolis, in Effingham county. He was seventeen years old 
when be left that institution, aud afterward attended a course at 
Bryant & Stratton’s Commercial College, at Springticld, with the 
purpose of fitting himself fora mercantile career. After leaving 
sehoul he was employed for a time on his father’s farm. From 
1suiS to LSTU be was in Louisiana, spending the time principally on 
his uncle's plantation in Assumption parish. In the year 1871, 
after returning to Hlinois, he formed a partnership with Alphonse 
Pigeon, and embarked in the mercantile business at Assumption 
under the firm name of Pigeon & Mathiot. After carrying on this 
Imsiness a yeur he returned to his father’s farm, and was engaged 
in farming till the summer of I878 At that date he formed a 
partnership with F ©) Pigeon, and opened a store at Radford, a 
station on the Hlinois Central road, north of Assumption. Te has 
stuce been engaged in business at that point, and is known as a 
popular and suceesstu] business man. Beside selling goods the firm 
have been employed quite largely in buying grain, and have made 
Ra lford quite an important trading point. 


D5 Tae 


UCHL of eonuine historic importance and interest clusters 
around old Buekhart, for it was within its boundarics, 
that some of the carlicst settlements In the county were 


made, ft was not surveyed by the government until 
1Ss2t, after which, for several years, the emigrants exercised “ syuat- 
ters" rights. 

The tawnship of Backhart is situated in the north-west part of 
the county, aud, as now organized, it contains all of town, 14 N., 
range 2 Wand that part of town 14 N., range 8 W., that. lies 


LOW iS Ee. 


cast and north of the South Fork of the Sangamon river,—which 
furins the western boundary. 

Buckhart creek enters town. 14 N., range 2 W., in section 24, 
and crosses in a north-westernly direction, passing out on the north 
of section five. There are several small affluents of the South Fork 
flowing through the western part of the township,-all of which 
give a supply of water fur stock purposes, and afford a good 
drainage. 

There is a belt of timber, ranging from one to three miles in 
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width, along the east side of the Sonth Fork, and also smal] patehes 
scattered along Buckhart creck. The surface is a rolling prairie. 
The soil is a deep black loam, very fertile and productive. 

The Springfield division of the O. & M. Railroad enters Buck- 
hart township in section 51, at Sharpsburg, and passes out of the 
county at Campbellsburg. 

On the organization of the county, that part of its territory em- 
braced within town. 14.N., range 5 W., was for many years incor- 
porated into the West and South Fork precincts, for voting pur- 
poses. But as the county increased in population, and taking into 
account the inconvenience of crossing the river at times, the county 
court formed a new precinct, based on the petition of T. A. Ualford 
and fifty-seven other legal voters, on the seventh of March, 1855, 
aod named it Buckhart. 

It was bounded as follows :—* Beginning at the poiut where the 
range line, between ranges two and three, intersect on the north 
with the Sangamon river; thence south on said line to Buckhart 
creek ; thence up said ereek to the line dividing section thirty-two 
and thirty-three, town. 15—2 W.; thence south on section line di- 
viding town. 14 and 15 north; thence east to the north-east corner 
of section three, town. 14—2 W.; thence south four miles to the 
Taylorville precinct line, or the sonth-east corner of section 22, 
town. 14—2 W.; thence west on said precinct line, until it strikes 
the South Fork of the Sangamon river; thence down the river to 
the county line, and thenee along the west and north boundaries of 
the county to the place of beginning.” The house of John George 
on section 11, town. 14 N., range 5 W., was designated as the place 
of holding elections. John Fiery, Peter Porter and Benj. Harris 
were selected the first judges of election; Wm. P. Hazlett and 
Daniel De Camp were elected justices of the peace, aud C. W. Gra- 
ham and M. H. Berry, constables, June 4th, 1855. It was subse- 
quently changed to its present limits. 


FIRST SETTLEMENTS 


Of this township, as at present limited, were as follows :—Titus 
Gragg, who came to the county in 1820, erected a cabin and made 
some improvements, bordering on the edge of the timber, a little 
south of the present site of Campbellsburg, and on the farm subse- 
quently owned by John L. Cagle. When Samuel Williams emi- 
grated to Sangamon county in 1521, it was the only cabin he came 
across, and slept in, after leaving the Wabash river, near Terre 
Haute. Titus Gragg was a brother of “ Jake” Gragg, mentioned 
in the South Fork township history. He wasa blacksmith, and did 
smithing for the early settlers. The whole of this fiumily, with one 
exception, David B. Gragg, a grandson, died very suddenly, and it 
is thought very mysteriously. They all lie side-by-side on the same 
farm, with no stone to mark the spot. Their memory was perpetun- 
ated for a time, by some kind friend who carved their names in the 
bark of an overshadowing forest tree, which marked the spot for 
years. 

Wm. McCallister was 4 pioneer settler a» carly as 1824. He set- 
tled and improved the James Weeden farm, a mile north-west of 
Edinburg. His family consisted of himself, his wife and two sons. 
The father, mother, and one of the sons diced at this place. The 
surviving son was taken and kindly cared for by Shadrack J. 
Campbell; and was taken afterward by an uncle to Missouri, and 
never heard from since. Tle was sole heir to forty acres of land, 
which was sold for taxes. 

John and Joseph Brown settled in 1825. They entered the W. 
half of 5S. W. quarter of section 8, town. 14—3 W., October 30th, 
1829, and sold it to Esqnire Shad. J. Campbell, March 30th, 1832, 

25 


for $275. Abner and Joseph McLean also came in 1825, and 
settled the Blne Point farm, now owned by Daniel De Camp. 

Win. Bragg settled a little below Campbell's Point in 1525, 

Win. George and John George settled in 1827. 

Shadrack J. Campbell and Robert Hazlett came in 1829. 

John Warrick settled below Campbell’s Point, and was known 
as “the tall man,” and a great bee-hunter. 

Tn 1829, David Stokes emigrated from Todd county, Kentucky, 
and settled below Campbell’: Point, erected a cabin and improved 
a farm, where he died in 1544. Tle raised a large family. Iverson 
Stokes, his son, was one of the proprietors of Campbellsburg, and 
is famiharly known in the county. The cabin of old father Stokes 
was used for many years by the Predestinarian Baptists, for hold- 
ing their meetings, Elders Wit Stafford and Aaron Vandeveer 
officiating. 

Besides those already named, John L. Cagle, David Cagle, Wm. 
Uarvey, Alfred Bishop and Tlenry Blount, were here before the 
deep snow. 

It is related by Robert Tlazlett that during the winter of the 
deep snow, large luts of water-melons, stuwed away in corn shocks 
by the boys in the early tall, were frozen solid. In March they 
were taken and thawed out by letting them down in the well, and 
they proved to be as sweet and fresh as when first picked from the 
vines. 

Moses Martin improved and lived on the old Jesse Hanon 
farm, two miles south-west of Edinburg. Ve was an old settler; a 
widower with nine children, and a blacksmith by trade. He 
moved to Arkansas in 1840. James Radford, his neighbor, was 
another pioneer, and lived on the farm now occupied by George W. 
Gawin. 

William Bennefield settled near Campbell’s Point, and at one 
time owned a distillery. Afterward he moved to the Blue Point 
farm, where in company with J. M. Wilkinson, he raised a crop in 
1835. The winter previous he built a flat-boat, near Darling’s 
mill, on the North Fork, loaded it with three hundred barrels of 
flour, and went down the Sangamon to the Mississippi river, and 
thencve to New Orleans, where he sold the tlour and realized a fair 
profit. On a second trip he died with cholera. 

In 1834 James Weeden emigrated from Tenn., settled and 
improved the farm now owned by William W. Halford, his step- 
son, adjacent to Blueville. James Halford came to the county at 
the same time with James Weeden. They had munch sickness, and 
a singular fatality attended these two families during the first year 
after their arrival. 

Both families were domiciled in the same cabin. James Halford, 
a daughter and two sons died of the sane fatal malady, commonly 
called “milk sickness.” In Jame: Weeden’s family, his 
wife, a son and a Miss Mary Ann Hammond, residing with 
them, all died within the space of one week, apparently with 
the same disease. It is said that five of them lay dead on the 
same day. 

THE FIRST SCHOOL-HOUSE 
of the settlement was below “Campbell’s Point,” on Joseph 
Matthews’ land. 

The first day-school was taught by Robert White, and was a 
“ pay-school.” 

In those days it was customary for school-teachers to “ board 
around” among their employers, whether as a “ pay-school” or so 
much a month. From $8 to $10 per month, or $1.50 a scholar per 
quarter, was “reckoned” a fair compensation. 

The Rey. J. M. Peck, an itinerant Sunday school agent, passing 
this way from Shelbyville to Springfield at an early date, says in 
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his report: “ Perganized a Sunday-school at the Black Juck sehool- 
house, not far from ‘Campbell’. Point.” with fifteen scholars.” 
There were also churehes organized during the first settlement, the 
history of whieh may be seen in the ceelesiastical chapter of this 
work, Also mueh of the history of the churches and schools may 


he found in the towns, written below. 


INDIANS. 

During the carly scttlements of Buckhart there were many 
Indians Joitcring around this section of country, which was then 
included within the limits of Sangamon county, as was mort of 
Christian at that time. 

They were at times very troublesome and annoying. Their usual 
mode of fizhting the pale-faces was in the free use of sticks and 
stones. 

The chicf’s name was “ Bas-se-na,” or probably Ma-she-na, who 
it is alleged signed the treaty at the close of the Black Hawk war, 
on the 13th of February, 1853. These (Indians were mostly Kick- 
apoos, They were usually very polite; only oue of thea number 
spoke at a time. 

At one time near “ Camphell’s Point” a number of them had 
some difficulty with Jake Gragg, who it seems got the better of 
them. They iled across the South Fork to Esquire Miller’s, implor- 
ing his protection, as “ Jake was after them with a sack full of 
sticks.’ They looked upon the Esquire as a kind of legal pro- 
teetor. 

“ Bas-se-na,” the chief, and some of his tribe had a fight with 
William Wallis east of Taylorville, using clibs and stones pretty 
freely. He had the copper-colored tribe arrested and taken before 
Esquire Camphell. They were fined five dollars and costs. Bas- 
se-na paid the fine and asked fora reecipt, whereupon the following 
eolloguy ensued : 

Exsquire—“ Indian, yon don't want any receipt ; it is entered on 
my docket and never can come up against you again,” 

Tndian—* IT pays you the money ; will you give me a receipt?” 

Esquire—* { tell you that you don’t want any, for it’s settled on 
the docket.” 

Tndian—* White man say Indian steal, Esquire say me steal. 
T say ine no steal, but me pay um; now give Indian receipt?” 

Esquire—‘ Since you insist on it, if you will give me a good rea- 
son for wanting it, (Il give you one.” 

Indian—“ Well, when me die me spec’ to go to the Great 
Spirit's home. Werry well, when me gets to the gate Peter says: 
“Go away, Indian, you steal” I say,‘ Werry well, what if I does, 
don't l pay nm?’ — Peter says, ‘Show um receipt,’ and if £ don’t 
have um [ shall be foreed to go back and Jook through hell to find 
Esquire Campbell, to prove Indian pay um.” 

The first lands entered in Buckhart were as follows: March 10, 
1827, Jacob Cagle, E. half of N. W. quarter section 10, Tp. 14-3, 
80 acres; August 21, 1827, Leonard Bureh, W. half of N. E, 
quarter section 10, Tp. 14—3, SO acres; in Tp, 14—2, October 16, 
7820, Robert Smith, E. half of S. E. quarter seetion 4, 80 acres; 
Nov. §, 1820, Patterson Tcaton, BK. half of 8. W. quarter section 4, 
8) acres, and W. half of & 1 quarter seetion 4, 80 acres; Jan. 4, 
1850, Joseph Denton, Ta half of Jot 2.8. W. quarter section 30, 
T2.30 acres. 

The following is a list of all the officers since township organiza- 
tion; 

Supervisors—John Sharp, clected 1566; John George, 1867; re- 
elected 1868; John Sharp, 1860; Joseph ennnerer, 1870; G. R. 
Sharp, 1874, and has been re-elected cach succeeding year; James 
Magee, TSS0, 


ulssessors—Joseph Kemmerer, elected 1866; G. It. Sharp, 1867; 
C. 1. Lockwood, 1868; G. Ti. Sharp, 1869; J. F. Davis, 1870; 
Martin Whitesell, 1871; J. M. Campbell, 1872; C. I. Lockwood, 
1878; D. C. Carlin, 1874; J. M. Cainphel], 1875, re-elected 1876 
aud ‘77; L. D. Peek, 1878; Wm. Wyscarver, 1879, re-elected, 1880. 

Town Clerks—Iverson Stokes, elected 1866; J. M. Chandler, 
1867, re-clected 1868 and ‘69; J.T. Davis, 1870, re-eleeted 1871; 
James FY. Davis, 1872; G. W. Greathard, 1875; 5. Tt. Burns, 1874, 
re-clected 1875 and 776; J. Tt. ill, 1877; 1. N. Martin, 1878; C. 
A, Drater, 1870, and re-elected 1880. 

Collvetors—lliram Power, eleeted 1866; Hiram Orr, 1867; John 
E. Prater, 1868; B. K. Prater, 1869; G. R. Sharp, 1870; Jas. M. 
Chandler, 1871, re-elected 1872 and 773; G. W. Greathard, 1874, 
re-elected 1875 and 776; S. R. Burns, 1877; G. C. Wilkinson, 1878, 
re-elected 1879; 8. 1. Burns, 1880. 

Conmissioners of UTighways—A. M. Walford, If. 11. Sharp and 
L. Heinlein, elected 1866; E. Pope, 1867; Martin Miller, 1868; 
W.B. Lillard, 1869; [srael Baughman, 1870; Frank George, 1871; 
II. T. Gardner, 1872; I. Baughman, 1878; F. George, 1874; II. T. 
Gardner, 1875; J. Baughman, 1876; T. B. Hill, 1877; 1. T. 
Cardner, IS78; AM. Adrian, 1879; Fred. Reed, 1880, 

Justices of the Peace—J. Vi. Ilartsock, W. B. Cobb, elected 1866 ; 
J. W. Johnson, J. E. Wartsock, 1870; David Williams, E. Heinlein, 
4873; J. Bruheck, W. T. Baker, 1876; J. M. Chandler, Alex. 
Matthews, 1877. 

Constables—Wm,. Harris, A. J. Odenwelder, 1866; A. W. Hal- 
ford, L. Wemlein, 1870; J. T. Chandler, C. Meinlein, 1873; M, 
Nester, M. Huxley, 1876; Peter Seheib, J. D. Wurt, 1877; Eli 
Matthews, 187%. 


ROBINSON S&S POINT, 


This was a small hamlet, loeated at the bead of the timber, six 
miles north of Taylorville, and two miles east of Sharpsburg. In 
early years it was noted on the maps as “Bethany.” It had a post- 
office by that name, and David Robinson, who gave it the name of 
Robinson’: Point, was post-master. The great Eastern stage passed 
daily by it, on the public highway from Shelbyville to Springfield, 
Mr. Robinson kept a store, and sold goods in this plaee for over two 
years in 1835-6-7. It is supposed to have been the first store in the 
eounty. It is said Mr. Robinson was too ambitious to become rich, 
and speculated Jargely in stoek, and failed, involving some of his 
securities, 

The store-house stvod for many years near the residence of the 
late John Langdon, but it has since been moved, and now forms a 
part of the residence of J. M. Redfern, the present owner of the 
land, on which was located the town of Bethany, more popularly 
known as “ Robinson's Point.” 


BLUE POLNT 

Was one of the old “land marks” of the county, and was familiarly 
known to the traveling public, half a century ago. It was one of 
Allen & Co.'s prominent Eastern stage stands. The old Traveller's 
Inn, with its porch in front, now the residenee of Daniel De Camp, 
was built by Robert Allen, of Springfield, in 1838. The land on 
which this house was built, and Edinburg located, was entered by 
Abner and Joseph McLean in 1829, and by them conveyed to 
Archibald and Mobert Sattley, Jan. 7, 1832, and they to others. 
Tn the chain of title, Abraham Lineoln was owner of it at one time. 
Robert Allen suececded to the ownership of the land in Aug. 1837, 
Almer and Joseph MeLean “squatted ” on the Jand, and made 
some Improvements in 1825, A “squatter’s title’? was as much re- 
spected in those days, as a land-office certificate is to-day. 

Blne Point stage stand was twenty miles distant from Springfield. 
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A public house was opened, as early as 1550. As was the custom, 
this house had a well-furnished side-board. The laws of 1833 
required that those who kept a public house and bar, should take 
out license to sell spiritnous liquors; that they should give bond to 
the county commissioners’ court, that they would provide to keep 
lodging, dict and provender sufficient for the accommodation of four 
persons and their horses; that if they gave credit for an amount 
exceeding fifty cents, for liquor, they should be debarred from re- 
covering the excess by law; nor should they eharge a traveler more 
than twelve anda half cents a pint for whisky; or eighteen and 
three-fourths cents for a pint of brandy. The customary charge 
for meals to those traveling in the stage was twenty-five cents; the 
way-trayeler twelve and a half ceuts a meal. 
breakfast and keeping horse, fifty cents. 

There was a post-otfice established here as early as 1539. The 
first store was opened by Dr. s. J. Jerald. 


Supper, lodging, 


BLUEVILLE. 

This town sprang up about half a mile north of the Blue Point 
stage stand. At one time considerable business was done at this 
point, and several houses were erected. There being a demand for 
lots, it was surveyed by Richard M. Powel, county surveyor, for 
Wim. W. Halford, June {, 1870. [t wax laid ont near the centre 
of Section 14, T. 14—5. The streets were from 50 to 60 feet in 
width, and named Donglas, Logan, ete. Lick Creek branch runs 
through a portion of the town. The first store was opened by W. 
T. Houston. Edgar Chapman opened the first drug store in April, 
1868, in the west end of the place. 

A correspondent of the Flag, of August 26, 1867, says:—‘“ This 
place is the centre of a considerahle country trade, one little store 
in it having sold over $11,000 worth of goods within a vear. There 
are now two stores, owned separately by Honston and Carlin. 
There is a blacksmith shop and plow manufactory, both of which 
are under the care of Cook & Cobh.” 

The Methodist Episcopal Chapel, which was erected in 1866, in 
the extreme west cnd of the town, was removed to Edinburg in 
1875. J. H. Hatfield was the first preacher. The town also eon- 
tained a neat two story brick school-house. The first teachers 
were: W. C. Shivers, principal, and Miss M. Greenwood, assistant. 

The first physician was II. T. Moore. 

The first Board of Trnstees were: W. W. Halford, president ; 
W. Harrold, clerk; J. W. Monston, Isaac Hart, 8 W. Denny, 
and R. H. Weeden. Police Mugistrate—John L. Culver. Con- 
stable— A. W. Halford. 

EDINBURG. 

This is the most thriving town between Taylorville and Spring- 
field. It is located on the south-east corner of Section 14, T. 14—3, 
and was surveyed March 26, 1870, by John McGuire, for Daniel 
De Camp, on the old Blne Point site. Ii is beantifully sitnated in 
the edge of the timber, on high rolling land. Its streets are from 
‘70 to 100 feet wide, and are named Washington Avenne, Lincoln, 
Dongias, ete. A small stream called Lick creek, passes through 
the centre. 

Blueville, being the oldest place, a rivalry naturally sprang up 
between them, bnt was eventually settled by merging the two into 
one under the name—Kdinburg. This was accomplished by a meet- 
ing of the two Boards of Trnstees Angust 8, 1874, at which time 
they voted unanimously for the consolidation, and the two towns 
haye since been under one corporation. 

The intervening space is being filled up with improvements, and 
in a few years it will have the appearance of bnt one town. 

The land on which Edinburg is located was entered in 1829. 


After several transfers, as mentioned elsewhere, it was purchased by 
Danie] De Camp, in February, 1851. 

The town is ten miles distant from Taylorville, and twenty from 
Springfield. 

During the first year of its existence (1870), the town made quite 
a vigorous growth. Several very neat residences and business 
houses were erected, and the trade opened with flattering prospects. 

The first house was built by Daniel De Camp in the spring of 
1870. Mumford Pool erected and opened the first store, about the 
same tinie. 

Mr. De Camp also erected a hotel, and the first blacksmith shop, 
and had them oecupied during the spring of 1870. 

The first grain warehouse and elevator was built by G. H. 
Peebles, in the summer of 1871. 

The first physician located here was Gusham Little, M.D., in the 
year 1870, The post-office was established in 1871, and Daniel 
De Camp was the first post-master, and has continued to hold the 
office ever since. Joseph Gegan taught the first sehool in 1870. 
The first and only sehool-house built in the original part of Edin- 
burg was in 1863, by the district, and is now used by the Edinburg 
schools, There ix also a two-story brick school-honse in the Blne- 
ville division. 

The Methodist church, first ereeted west of Blueville, in [866, 
was moved to Edinburg in 1875, repainted aud otherwise improved. 
On the 16th of February, 1876, the first bell in the town was placed 
in the belfry and rang ont its peals on the following Sunday. 

The Christian church was built in 1872, at a evst of $3,000. It 
ix a frame structure 60x60 feet, and neatly finished. The building 
was somewhat damaged by a tornado, which swept through the 
town in 1875. 

The town was incorporated under the general village law, in 
1873, and the following were the first Board of Trustees: Daniel 
De Camp, President; 1. N. Martin, James M. Camphell, A. D. F. 
Kemmerer, Henry Wilhte, G. 1. Peebles, E.R. White, Clerk; Wim. 
Wysearver, Treasurer; J. W. Johnson, Police Magistrate; C. M. 
De Camp, Police Constable. 

The present Board of Trnstees are: J.C. Robinson, President ; 
Geo. P. Herrington, L. C. Carlin, W. W. Halford, J. B. Eaton, J. 
L. Lindsey, I. 8. Goldman, Clerk; C. L. Carroll, Trecsurer; J. W. 
Johnson, Police Magistrate; T. B. Ifill, Poliee Constable. 

Blueville Lodge, No. 647, A. FP. and A. M., was chartered in 
1870. Number of charter members thirteen. 

First Oficers—P. E. Williams, W. ML; 1. C. Carlin, 8. W.; 1. 
Stokes, J. W.; G. H. Peebles, 8. D.; J. L. Culver, J.D.; CG. 
Honston, Treas.; W. 'T. Touston, Sec.; G. Ralston, Tyler. 

Present Oficers—-8. L. Reefey, W. M.; L. C. Carlin, 8. W.; E. 
R. White, J. W.; H. T. Gardner, Treas.; Wm. Wysearver, Sec. ; 
J. Stokes, 8. D.; G. W. Wolaver, J. 1.; M. P. Trame, Tyler. 
Total membership thirty-seven. 

Below isa list of the present business houses of the town : 

Physieians—C. L. CarroH, Basil Greenwood, J. M. Alden. 

Attorney-at-Luw—W. T. Houston. 

General Stores—Alex, Dixson, J. N. Cantrill, J. W. Stuver & 
Co. 

Grocery Stores—Mason, Peek & Son, Buckner Black. 

Drugs, Notions and Grain Merchants—Brownback Brothers. 

Drugs and Notions—Geo. W. Milligan. 

Hardware, Furniture and Undertaking—Magee and Carlin. 

Bank—Geo. P. Herrington. 

Grain and Lumber Dealers—Price and Wilkinson. 

Grain Dealer—J, B. Eaton. 

Livery and Agricultural Implements—George C. Wilkinson. 
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Restancant and Boarding House—John U1. Richardson. 

Pestanranis—Uenry Henkes, Thomas Bell. 

Tin Shop—J. M. Wetterer. 

Boot and Shoe Shops—Wria. Harrold, Jesse Williams. 

Fewelers and Photographers —Goldman and Graham, 

Harness Shop—A. Lougatha. 

Millinery and Dress Making—Mrs. Nellie Wyscarver, Miss J. 
Patterson, Mrs. MM. MeCuithau. 

Blacksmith Shops—Joln ba. Lindsey, Jonathan W. Cook, Win. 
Dix 

Wagon Maker—John D. Pierce. 

Blacksnith and Wagon Maker—Joln M. Adams. 

Cooper—silas Matthews, 

Carpenters—l KK. Johnsen, Stephen TWunsley, Joseph Patterson, 
Johu Westbrooks, Stephen Williams, 1. N. Martin. 

Brick Maker—John Robinson. 

Brick Mason —M. Whitenack. 

House, Sign and Ornamental Puiuter—Ronin & Staples. 

Buteher Shops—lohn Y. Easley, George Ohlenschtager. 

Barber Shops—Wa., Mayes, Charles Lawrence. 

Sewing Machine Agents - Charles Lawrence, J. H. Love & Bro. 

The population of the town is upward of seven hundred, 


SHARTPSBURG 


is a small village situated in section 51 of town, E4-2, and is about 


five miles distant from Taylorville. It was surveyed or laid off 


into blocks by R. M. Powel, March 2fst, 1870, for William Har- 
gis, the original proprictur. The streets are fifty feet wide, and 
named Chestnut, Tledge, ete. Tt contains about one hundred and 
fifty inhabitants. 


The first house was erected by A. D. Ebert in 1870. G. TR. 
Sharp and EB, A. Hanon, luilt and opened the first store in 1870, 
The first blacksmith shop was built by Joseph Hanon, and occu- 
pied hy him in £870. The post-office was established in 1871, and 
GL. Sharp was first post-master. The first church erected was by 
the Methodist denomination, in I875. It is a frame building, 
36x90 feet In size, Vrice and Wilkinson erceted an elevator here 
in the fall of 1877, 

The present business in the village is as follows : 

W. DD. Waller, Diy Goods and Groccries; J. V3. Fenner, General 
Merchandize, Drugs, and Post-muster; John H. Hargis, Blacksmith ; 
John F. Mason, Carpenter und Wagon Maker; VA. MeNeill, Phy- 
setan and Surgeon: Priee and Wilkinson, and O. 8. Nash, Grain 
Dealers. The town was named in honor of JI H. Sharp & 
Brother. 

CAMPBELLABU RG. 


This was a station on the O. & M. RR. R, sixteen miles from 
Springfield, and eleven from Taylorville. It is loeated in the north- 
east corner of section ten. It was surveyed and laid off in town 
lots May 27th, 1870, by R. M. Powel for Jno. Rodham, Iverson 
Stokes and Joseph Throwls. It adjoins the Campbell farm, and 
was named in honor of the old pioncer family. 

The first house was erected by James R. Stokes in 1870, and a 
store-house wax built and opened the same year by Allen Stokes. 
dames R. Stokes builta shop and did blacksmithing in 1870, 
There was also a depot and freight-house built in £870, but it was 
taken down and removed by the eompany in 1877, since which 
time the station has been discontinned, and at present there is no 
business done in the place. 


ca SATA the = 
ets Sear rece e Koa 


IPO GA 2a EEC aw 


SiS CS 


WILLIAM W. ITALFORD. 


Amonca the old citizens of Christian county that lived within its 
boundaries prior to the organization may he mentioned the name 
that heads this sketeh. He was born in Wayne county, Tennessce, 
November 22d, 1823, and was the son of James and Elizabeth 
Valtord. James Valford was a native of South Carolina, where he 
married Ulizabeth Wammonds; he then emigrated to Tennessce, 
where he lived a number of years. He bad eight children born to 
him in that state, and in 1834 he cmigrated with his family to 
THinwis, and in the spring of [S34 settled at Blue Point. 1Le eom- 
menecd the improvement of a farm, but died the following fall, 
aged about forty-five years. lis wife, who survived bin) many 
years, afterwards married a man by the name of Weeden. Mr. 
llalford was about cleven years of age when his father emigrated 
to this state. After his father's death he assisted his mother on the 
farm, and after her marriage he lived with his stepfather until he 
was ninetcen.  1Lis advantages for an education were very limited. 
At the age of nineteen he bevan the battle of Hiv for himself. [is 
hfe ocenpation has principally been that of a farmer. For a time 
be was in the grocery business, and was interested in the lumber 


business for about two years in Blueville. He has been three times 
married, and raised a family of six children, viz: Mary Jane, now 
the wife of Dr. J. Peebles, living in Kansas; William $., marricd, 
and living in Edinburg; Benjamin F., also living in Edinburg; 
Canzadia M., the wife of James Roiman, also in Edinburg; Ann 
I., and Harry, living at home. Mr. Halford, in 1872, built a fine 
residence near the site where his father built a eahin in 18384. He 
has lived to see a great change in Christian county ; he has watched 
its develupment from a wiklerness thinly settled to a wealthy 
and prosperous eounty. When he was a boy, and even after he 
was crown up, St. Louis was their market. lle has hauled wheat 
to St. Louis and sold it for forty cents per bushel, and bacon for 
three cents per pound, and paid five dollars per barrel for salt. 
The has a fine farm of four hundred acres, lying adjoining the cor- 
porate limits of Edinburg. When he started ont in life he was 
unaided, and what he has of this world’s goods he has gained by 
industry and frugality. In polities he was originally a democrat, 
but now votes for the best men regardless of politics. Such is 
a brief sketch of one of Christian county's oldest citizens. 
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HISTORY OF CHRISTIAN COUNTY, ILLINOIS. oi 


A CONSIDERABLE part of the development and growth of [linois 
is due to her citizens of German birth, who are everywhere known 
for their industry and all the good qualities which go to make up 
peaceable and law-abiding members of the community. Among 
this class of citizens in Buckhart towuship is John Weiser, who has 
been engaged im farming in that part of the country since 1869, 

He was born at Olshei, in Hesse Darmstadt, Germauy, on the 
Ist of December, 1828, His parents were Philip and Mary Weiser, 
His father was a well-to-do farmer and land owner in the old coun- 
try, but becoming dissatisfied with the monarchical spirit of the Ger- 
man government, he determined to emigrate to America and enjoy 
the freedom and equal advantages of republican institutions. Ie 
landed in New York in the fall of 1838. Ifis family then consisted 
of a wife and seven children. After living two years in Pennsylva- 
nia, Mr. Weiser’s father concluded that he could better his condi- 
tion by moving to IMinois. Accordingly, in 1841, the family came 
to this state and settled in Cass county, about five miles south-east 
of Beardstown, then the county seat, on unimproved land which 
was entered at the government price. Their farming operations 
proved successful, and tract after tract was added to their original 
entry, until the farm comprised between six and seveu hundred 
acres under good cultivation and with substantial buildings. Mr. 
Weiser’s father lived on this place till his death, which occurred on 
the first day of August, 1853. His mother still survives, and has 
her home with her son, the subject of this biography, and though 
seventy-eight years old, is in the enjoyment of a hale aud vigorous 
old age. 

Mr. Weiser was about eight years of age when the family came 
to this country, and in his thirteenth year when they removed to 
Illinois. He remained at home assisting on the farm until he was 
twenty-four, and then married Miss Annie D. Musch, also a native 
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of Germany. He has three children living: Louis P., Caroline C. 
and Otto N., all of whom are now living at home. 

On the breaking out of the war of the Rebellion in 1861, Mr. 
Weiser was one of those patriotic men who stepped forward to save 
their country from destruction. He enlisted in company A., 27th 
THlinois Infantry. His company was commanded by Captain Smith, 
and the regiment by Colonel Buford. His regiment did its full 
share in sustaining the credit of the Illinois soldiers for hardihood 
and bravery, and took part in many a hard-fought battle. Mr. 
Weiser was in the battle of Belmout, the first engagement under 
Gen. Grant, Union City, Island No. 10, the siege of Corinth, 
Stone River, Luvergne, Chickamauga, Mission Ridge, Rocky Face, 
Resaca, Dallas, Mud Creek, and Keuesaw Mountain. In the battle 
of Kenesaw Mountain, he received a wound. He was discharged 
at Springfield on the 20th of December, 1864, 

Returning to Cass county he resumed farming. He lived in that 
county till 1869, when le purchased the farm on which he now 
lives in Buekhart township, Christian county. He is known 
as one of the enterprising farmers and progressive citizens of Buck- 
hart township, and a full page illustration of his farm is found on 
another page of this work. This farm embraces 3-5 acres of excel- 
lent farming land, and has substantial buildings and improvements. 
Ife has been content to lead the unobtrusive life of a peaceful 
farmer, and has no aspiration to hold public station, or £0 mix con- 
spicuously in public affairs. Although ready to discharge every 
vbligation resting on a good citizen, his time has been occupied with 
his farm, where he has found full scope for his energy and industry. 

In polities, he is a member of the republican party. He has ae- 
quired an excellent reputation as a man of honesty and integrity, 
and is ove of that class of citizens who do most toward developing 
the resources and promoting the prosperity of a country. 
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Carr DANTON, DIE CAMP 

Was horn in Giles county, Virginia, August 31, 1824. He was 
the son of David and Sarah De Camp David) De Camp was a 
pative of Virginia, T]is futher, Zachariah De Camp, was a native 
of New York. JHis father and great-grandfather of Danicl De 
Crump was a native of France, and emigrated to America Jong prior 
to the Revolutionnry war, and was one of the first settlers in New- 
ark, New Jersey. We was an enterprising business man, of good 
education, and aceumulated quite a fortune. Before his death he 
made a will bequeathing his entire possessions to his two sons, 
Zachariah and brother. The realization of this cstate wa- funded, 
and has not since been reclaimed. Zachariah De Camp raised a 
family of eight children, of whom David De Camp, tather of the sub- 
jeet of oursketch, was the eldest son. He was horn in the year 1792. 

Zachariah De Camp, when a boy, was placed as au apprentice to 
Jearn the hatter trade, in Elizabethtown, New Jersey. When he 
grew to manhood he went to Virginia, and subsequently went to 
Salisbury, North Carolina, where he afterward married Miss Fliza- 
beth Kinder. He then returned to Virginia and settled in Monroe 
county, Where he fived until his death. Ile raised a family of cight 
children, four boys and an equal number of girls, viz: David, Hen- 
ry, John, De Porter, Mary, Sarah, Maria, and Elizabeth. John 
De Camp, now living in Spriugfield, is the only surviving member 
of the family. Zachariah De Camp's father left his estate in the 
hands of some institution In Newark, N. J., to be turned over to 
Zachariah and his brother when they became of age. Whether his 
brother ever drew his portion of the estate or net is not known, but 
Zachariah never received a dollar. Tbe proved his identity, but 
before he drew his portion he was taken sick and died. Daniel 
De Camp is now waking efforts, in connection with his onele John, 
in Springfield, to reeover this property that is justly due the heirs 
of Zachariah De Camp. David De Camp was a soldier in the war 
of 1812. Newent as a substitute for Joel Canterbury, who was 
drafted. After the close of the war, he returned and elaimed the 
hand in marriage of Miss Sarah Ford, the only daughter of Louis 
Ford. They raised a family of eight children—six boys and two 
girls, of whom Danicl De Camp was the fourth. le attended school 
very little during his minority, and what education he received he 
attained after he grew to manhood by his own exertions. At the 
age of cighteen he began to tire of the hills of Virginia, and desirous 
to better his condition in life, le turned his faee westward 
in the fall of 1842. Me arrived in Springfield, December of the 
same year. For a time he was engaged in teaming and driving 
stage, In 1845, he went to Galena, IHinois, where he took charge 
of part of the stage line running between Galena and Milwaukee. 
He had charge of the West Ind, between Galena and Madison, 
Wis. In the spring of 1847 he returned to Springfield, and the 
fall following married Miss Perneey Langley, a resident of Chris- 
tian county and daughter of Jesse and Sarah Langley. After his 
marriage, he opened a livery stable in Springfield, this being in 
1848, a bosiness he followed until 1852. In 1851 he bought a farm 
in Christian county, where he now lives. I]e subsequently sold ont 
his livery interests in Springfield, and devoted his entire attention 
to his farm until 1862, He raised a company and went into the 
late war, he being the captain of company D, 130th Ils. Vols., 
under Col, Niles. Ife was in the tenth division, 13th army corps, 
and was in thirteen hard-fought battles, among whieh were Magno- 
Mia Hill, Raymond, Chainpion Ii, Black River, Siege of Vicks- 
burg, and battle of Mansfield, Louisiana, where he lost two-thirds 
of his company, among killed, wounded and taken prisoners, After 
that battle the regiment eoukl not muster one hundred men, and 
the captain was placed in command over the remnants of four regi- 


ments that had participated in the engagement; the total amount 
of men were about four hundred. Ife returned to Alexander, on 
Red river, where the forces built a dam and floated the gnnboats, 
seven in number, and transports over the falls at Alexander. Soon 
after this, he reecived a sun-stroke, which disabled him for military 
service, aud was forced to resign, this being in the summer of 1864. 
The went to the hospital at New Orleans, where he remained about 
two weeks, and then returned to Baton Nouge, Mississippi, and from 
there home. T]e was in the serviee just two years In 1870, he 
laid out the town of Edinburg, the railroad being built through 
his farm; and sinee the war he has devoted his time to farming, 
trading and handling harscs, in which time he has fitted and started 
soine very speedy ones. Tie now has some very promising colts, 
that he ix just putting on the track. We has a halfmile track on 
his farm, with good barn and every convenience for handling fast 
horses, 

In politics, he is a republican, We held the office of justice of 
the peave tor cight years. When Edinhurg post-office was estab- 
lished, in 1870, he was appointed post-master, a position he has held 
to the present time. In soeial life, the eaptain is one of the 
most genial of men, his society ever pleasant and agreeable. Asa 
citizen, he is liberal, enterprising, and public-spirited, and has ever 
taken an active part in all matters ealenlated to advanee the ma- 
terial interests of his town and county. 


Eee URE EOE, 

One of the prominent agriculturalists of Buckhart township, was 
born April 9th, 1821, in Odletown, Lower Province, Canada. 
His father, Elijah Uurlbutt, was a native of Connecticut, and of 
English ancestry. [lis mother, who wasa Miss Patience Carpenter, 
was a native of Whode Island, and of English ancestry. Both 
families settled in America at an early day. Mr. Hurlbutt’s 
parents were married in Connecticut, where they had ten children 
born to them, and afterwards emigrated to Canada, where they 
had two ehildren born to them, viz.: Sarah and the subject of our 
sketeh, Mr. ITurlbutt was about six years of age when his father 
emigrated to Ohio, and settled in Medina county, where he im- 
proved u farm und lived until 1857. They then emigrated to I]li- 
nois aud settled in Woodford county, where his father and mother 
died. Mr. Hurlbutt was married in Medina county, Ohio, in 1843, 
to Miss Mary Ann Houghlan,a native of Ohio. He followed 
farming while in Ohio, and in 1857 moved -to Illinois and settled 
where he uow lives. Ilis first purchase was eighty acres of raw 
prairie; he Tuilt a small house and assiduously applied himself to 
the improvement of his farm. ITis farm now consists of three 
hundred and fifty-nine aeres of well improyed land with good build- 
ings, a view of whieh ean be seen in another part of this work. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hurlbutt have acquired this pleasant home by in- 
dustry aud economy. They have had a family of nine children 
born to them, five now living, viz.: Sarah F., now the wife of John 
T. Fowkes, living on part of the old homestead; C. A., married 


‘and living also on part of the place; Edwin F., married and living 


also near by; Louis G. and Arthur E. now at home. Mr, Hurl- 
Hutt, in polities, is a republican ; his sons that have grown up also 
vote that ticket. Tle never has taken an aetive part in politics, desir- 
ing rather to devote his entire time to the farm, He has made 
wheat growing a specialty, and has never failed to raise a fair crop 
but once in twenty-two years since he has been in [linois. His 
farm is entirely fenced with hedge, the most beautiful of all fences. 
IIe has upwards of four miles of hedge on his place all in good 
condition. He is known as an enterprising and successful farmer, 
and aman highly esteemed by all. 
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Or the many prominent farmers who are mentioned in this work, 
none deserycs a more conspicuous place than he whose name heads 
this sketch. He isa lineal leseendant of that noble and hardy band 
of pilgrims, who left their native land on account of religious per- 
secution, and embarked in the May Flower and came across the 
briny deep to America, and sought an asylum on the bleak and 
roeky shores of the New England coast. It was this Httle band of 
pure men and noble women, who planted deeply and permanently the 
seeds of religious and political liberty, amd first made patent the 
fact that man bad the right to worship God according to the dictates 
of his conseience. The germ of liberty planted by them, on that 
cold and dreary coast, under such inauspicious circumstances and 
herote faith, has grown to considerable proportions; and as the 
morning snn of religious freedom dawned and shed its effulgent 
radiance on this little band, has kept its onward march, until from 
this fountain-head, the spirit of liberty has permeated all peoples and 
every quarter of the globe. They were the nucleus around which 
clustered and grew that spirit whieh a little over a hundred years 
after culminated, and gave to the world the immortal Declaration 
of Independence; the Magna Charta of Universal Liberty. Happy 
indeed is he who can trace his ancestral line back to this noble blood. 
Blood made noble; not by the aets of the putrid and crumbling 
monarehies of the old world, but bearing the stamp of the royal insig- 
nia of the most powerful republic on earth. Noyes Ladd was born in 
New London county, Conn., March 81st, 1822, and is the son of 
Noyes and Harriet Ladd. Noyes Ladd, &r., was also a native of the 
land of “steady habits,” and it was in that state that he grew to man- 
hood and married Miss Harriet Z. Williams, who was the daughter 
of Capt. Elias Williams, a sea captain, and he was descended from 


Wiliam Williams, one of the signers of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. The mother of Mrs. Ladd was the only daughter of 
Captain William Stanton, who did good service in bravely fighting 
and defending the firesides of the pioneers during the French and 
Indian war—and later, when the revolutionary conflict came on, he 
was the first to join that patriotic army in defence of freedom. The 
history and results of that ever memorable conflict are known to 
all; the tedious marches and perilous hardship endured while 
poorly clad and fed, by that little army of sturdy yeomen, fur- 
nish a theme for the highest reverence and commendation. He 
received his first commission as Lieutenant in the British army 
from George the UI., and fought for his king against the French 
and Indians, in the Canada campaign. And after the Declaration 
of Independence was promulgated, he joined the patriotic army, as 
above stated. His aneestors were also among those who came over 
in the May Flower. Noyes Ladd, Sr., followed the life of a farmer 
in Connecticut. He raised a family of eight children, seven boys 
and one daughter. His death occurred about 1840. His widow, 
eight years thereafter, with her family, started for the West; her 
son, Noyes Ladd, the subject of this sketeh, was the eldest. Hehad 
previously made a trip to this state, which was in the fall of 1848, 
and his choice of location finally settled upon Christian county, 
where he purchased land, and then returned to Connecticut to bring 
out his mother and the family. Previous to this time, Mr. Ladd 
had married Miss Phebe Williams, also a native of New London 
county, Coun. Mr. Ladd, wife and three children, his mother, four 
brothers and one sister, and wife’s sister, Miss Elizabeth Williams, 
started for Illinois in the spring of 1849, to make for themselves in 
this state a permanent home. They had been lured from the land 
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of their nativity by the pleasing stories that were told them of the 
prolific soil and genial climate, ereen-yerdured and flower-decked 
prairies, whoxe broad expansive plains were onty circumscribed hy 


the lines of the horizon, This vision of beauty formed a picture of 


surpassing loveliness, when in contrast with the sterile aud rugved 
hills that they were leaving behind, Cheerfully did they say the 
Jast good-bye to the friends and companions of their youth, as they 


started on their march with their eyes basking in the radiance of 


the setting sun, little thinking that ina few short days. they would 
be overtaken by an accident, sad and dreadful in its consequences, 

On arriving in New York, the party took passage on the steam- 
boat Empire tor \Vbany, N.Y. And wheu off Newburg, and about 
eleven o'elock at night, the boat eame in collision with a Tlunber 
schooners she was badly damaged, and sank in decp water, and in 
less time than it takes to tell the story, the four brothers of Mr. 
Ladd were drowned, Their names and ages are as follows: 
Cyrus F. Ladd, aged sixteen years; Darius Ladd, tourteen years ; 
Nathan &. Ladd, twelve years; and Elias W. Ladd, aged ten years. 
Mrs. Ladd, the mother, reecived severe injuries, from which she 
never fully recovered. It was with much dithculty: that she was 
rescued, being taken through a hole made in the roof of the cabin. 
They lost all their household effects, and wearing apparel and money. 
Mr. Ladd fonnd it neecssary to purchase clothing in order to pro- 
ceed on their journey. Mr. Ladd arrived in Christian county in 
June, 1849, and settled near where he now resides, in Buckhart 
township. [lis mother made her home with him until her death, 
June 7th, 1869. Mr. and Mrs, Ladd had four children born to 
them after they came to this county. They raised a family of 
seven children, of whom four are living, as follows: Harriet W., 
now the wife of AS. Hedden, residents of this county. Curtis K. 
John P. W. and Jessie Y. Ladd. The three latter residing at home, 
On the 22d of May, 1866, occurred the death of Mrs. Ladd. He 
was married to his present wife, Miss Eliza J. Kennard, on the 80th 
of January, 1868. By this union has been born to them a family 
of three children, namely, Eliza J., Emily .\., and Lillie. Mr. Ladd 
spent his early boyhood days on a farm, and has continued to make 
farming the business of his life. He improved the place he is living 
on, Which is among the good farms in the township; a view of 
which can be seen on another page of this work. My. L. assisted 
in organizing the first school in Buekhart. Ile and Barnard Davis 
and H. Nation, were the first trustees; they built the first 
schvol-house, and employed the first teacher, Charles Burdick; the 
district comprised the whole of Township 14, Range 2; the house 
was located on the present site of the schoal building near the resi- 
dence of G. Rt. Sharp. The only surviving member of his father’s 
family besides himself is his sister, Mrs, Ann E. Ralston, nuw a 
resident of Hillsboro, Dinois, Mr. Ladd is a member of the 
Presbyterian Church, and is a man whose moral worth makes 
him highly esteemed in the community in which he resides. In 
politics he is a republican, and is one of the zealous and stinch 
supporters of the principles of his party, anda man whose counsel is 
felt in the ranks of the party of this county. During the late Re- 
bellion, the Union cause had in hima consistent and firm supporter. 
In reviewing briefly his career, we find a man who began the battle 
of life with but little of this world’s goods to assist him, but being 
endowed with energy and habits of economy, he has been enabled 
to acquire for himself and family a comfortable competence. He 
is, in the fullest sense of the word, a self-made man, and as such, 
we take pleasure in presenting him to our numerons readers. 
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IVERSON STOKES, 

Wuo has lived within the limits of what is now Christian county 
more than halfa century, deserves something more than a passing 
notice in this work. Ile was born in Todd county, Kentucky, June 
12th, 1825. Ile was the son of David and Sarah Stokes. David 
Stokes was a native of North Carolina, as was also his wife. His 
father, John Stokes, wax a native Englishman, who emigrated to 
America prior to the Revolutionary war, and was a soldier in that 
struggle. Mr. Stokes is alzo of English descent on the maternal side, 
and his ancestors on that side also participated in the Revolution. 
John Stokes. the grandfather of the subject of our sketch, settled 
in North Carolina. Fle raised a family of ten children, nine boys 
and one daughter, and died in that state. David Stokes grew to 
manhood there, and after his marriage emigrated to Kentucky, 
where he followed farming. He raised a family of twelve children, 
seven boys and five girls, Mr. Stokes being the tenth in number. 
In 1820 David Stokes, with a desire to better his situation in life, 
emigrated with his family to IlHnois, and settled in the extreme 
western part of what is now Christian county, where he entered 
laud from the government and improved a farm. He lived on the 
place he improved until his death, November 14th, 1844, his wife 
surviving him some twelve years. The subject of onr sketch was 
between four and five years ef age when his father settled within 
the boundaries of Christian county. He remained at home, assist- 
ing to improve the farm, until he was twenty years of age, and then 
began working for himself. At the age of twenty-one he was mar- 
ried to Miss Louisa Ashley, daughter of John Ashley, a resident 
of Sangamon county. They have a family of children as follows: 
Jane .A., now the wife of J. F. George, and living in Christian 
county; Jobn A., now in Kansas, railroading; Loucinda A., who 
married G. EP. Hooker, and lives in Kansas; Anna, now the wife 
of J. W. Miller, in Kansas; and Julia J., now the wife of Oscar 
Thrawls, and lives in Buckhart township. After Mr. Stokes’ mar- 
riave he began the improvement of a farm, and has continued 
farming to the present time; he has also worked at the carpen- 
ter trade for nearly thirty-five years. He has always lived near 
where his father settled in 1829, and has endured all the hardships 
and privations incident to a pionecr life. Tis education thereby 
was sadly neglected when a boy, having such adyantages only as 
were afforded during the “log school-house period.” By a diligent 
use of the means afforded he acquired the rudiments of an eduea- 
tion, and in after life, by his energy and industry, he qualified 
himself’ very ereditably. My. Stokes’ history reaches back to the 
days of the early settlements of Central Illinois, and during his 
residence, since he arrived at the age of maturity, he has been 
identified with the interests of his county. He has always enjoyed 
the respect and confidence of the community in which he has lived. 
When his father first settled in this county they were accustomed 
to go to St. Louis, ninety-five miles distant, for sugar, salt, and 
other necessaries. The people, however, in those early days were 
sociable and friendly, and would turn out to a man to help raise a 
neighbor's cabin. Mr, Stokes in polities is a stanch democrat, and 
takes quite an interest in the suecess of the party. Though nota 
politician, in the ordinary acceptance of that term, he has always 
taken un intelligent interest in public affairs, supporting the prin- 
ciples of his party from the belief that they are the best calculated 
to serve the interests of the masses under a republican form of 
government. He has filled the office of school treasurer in his 
township for fifteen years. 
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Was one of the prominent agriculturalists in Buckhart townsbip ; 
he was born in Leyden, Mass., March 15,1811, and was the son of 
Salmon Sheldon. He was brought up on a farm, and educated to 
that avocation. At the age of twenty seven he was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Evelina Maxwell, a native of Vermont. Immediately 
after his marriage he emigrated west, and settled in what is now 
Buckhart township, Christian county, Tlinois; this was in the year 
1888. He was unlike many others coming to a new country in this 
particular; he had quite an amonnt of ready cash mostly accumu- 
lated by himself after he arrived at the age of maturity. He entered 
in the above-named township, one thousand acres of land from the 
government, and began farming and stock raising on rather a large 
scale for those days; in order to carry on the business in a way he 
wished he was compelled to borrow more or less money; he invested 
his entire capital in land and improvements, and when the crash of 
1849 came on him he could not realize upon his stock, and the con- 
sequences were he lost his entire possessions, the land went into the 
hands of his creditors, and his father, being one of them, received 
two hnndred and forty-five acres. Mr. Sheldon was a nan of energy 
and industry, and while this misfortune would have unnerved some 
men, it seemed to renew his vigor. He rented this two hundred 
and forty-five acres of land from his futher; after three years he 
went back to Mass., making most of the trip in a one horse wagon 


in company with his wife. On his return he purchased this tract of 
26 


land from his father, and began life anew, and was more successful, 
By degrees, he added acre after acre, until his farm consisted of five 
huudred acres, well improved with good buildings. Mr. Sheldon 
was a man of integrity and industry, and proved to be a very use- 
ful citizen. He worked energetically to subdue the soil, and soon 
fonnd himself the possessor of an excellent farm. He raised a 
family of five children, viz: Mary E., now deceased, who was the 
wife of C. P. C. Miner ; Emma L, late wife of L. Bradley; Leonora, 
now living at the old homestead ; Abby Jenette, now deceased, and 
Salmon M., who is now living at the old homestead. He was united 
in marriage to Miss Mary I. Wood, a native of Dixon, Illinois, 
Febrnary 4, 1874. They havea family of three children, Jennie I., 
Victor L. and Maud L. My. Sheldon was past sixty-eight years of 
age at the time of hisdeath November 20, 1879. He lived a quiet life, 
and was a member of the M. E. Church nearly forty years; he took 
an active part in church interests until the close of his life; the 
church was always near his heart, and next to his family he remem- 
bered the altar where he worshipped. He gave liberally, and his 
was a simple faith, apostolic in character, evangelic in results. 
Thongh an active, busy life was his, managing qnite an estate for 
many years, yet his mind was unusually well informed, and he was 
fully abreast with the thought of the age. His political afhliations 
were always on the side of freedom, and the Union cause of the late 
war had in him a strong supporter. 
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Was born in Claiborne county, Tennessee, November 23d, 1822. 
He was the son of William and Barbara Sharp. His aneestry on 
the paternal side were Seotch-lrish, and on the maternal side, Ger- 
man. William Sharp was a native of Tennessee, born in 1789. 
The Sharp family settled in Anteriea long prior to the Revolution- 
ary war. They first settled in North Carolina, afterward moved 
into Virginia, and subsequently moved into the state of Tennessee 
in an early day. William Sharp married Barbara Ilunter in Ten- 
nessee. They had nine ehildren born to them in that state. In 
1836 they emigrated to Macoupin county, Illinois, and settled in 
the north-west part of the county. They liad one child born to them 
after coming to Illinois. In 1838 Mrs. Sharp died. Mr. Sharp 
afterwards married Miss Elizabeth Wilson, by whom he had five 
children, of which two are now living. Mr. Sharp followed the 
life of a tarmer and blacksmith. He died at the residence of his 
son, John Sharp, the subject of our sketch, June 20, 1875. John 
Sharp was fourteen years of age when his tather moyed to 
Tllinois. Te assisted on his father’s farm, in) Maeoupin county, 
until he was of age, and attended the eonmmon schools of that 
county daring the winter mouths. At the age of twenty-three he 
enlisted in the Mexican war. Tle was in Company G., under Cap- 
tain 1. Wyatt, Ist Winois Vols., Col Jolin J. Hardin having com- 
mand of the regiment. Ie was in the battle of Buena Vista, where 
Col. Hardin was killed, and within a short distance of the Colonel 
when he fell. Mr. Sharp enlisted in this war in June, 1846, and 
returned home July, 1847, after his discharge. Elis brother, Henry 
ID, aecompanied him through this war. The following fall after 
their discharge they went to Iowa to Jay their land warrants. After 
traveling about over the state for some time, they made a choice near 
where Oskaloosa is now located. After laying their claims they 
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remained in the state fora few months, returning the following year. 
From that time until 1849 Mr. Sharp farmed, broke prairie and 
taught sehool. September 9th, 1849, he was united in marriage to 
Miss Emeline Redfern, a native of Macoupin county. By this 
union they have had a family of eight children, of whom seven are 
living, three boys and four girls, viz.: Henry E., Joseph M., Sarah 
A, Ida E., Iva G., Emma C.and Lulu May. ITfenry E. is married 
and lives in Taylorville township. Sarah A. is now the wife of Dr. 
B.A. MeNeill, living in Sharpsburg. In 1853 Mr. Sharp moved 
into Christian county, and settled in Buekhart township, where he 
now resides. He sold his land, one hundred and sixty acres, in 
Towa, for $2.50 per acre, and bought where he now lives for $5.00 
per acre. His first purchase was eighty acres. Tle has made farm- 
ing and stock-raising his lite occupation. When the Springfield, 
Hinois and South-Eastern railroad was being constructed through 
the county, Mr. Sharp and his brothers, George Rh. and Henry FL, 
were instrumental in getting a depot located near them, in order to 
facilitate their shipments. The railroad conipany gave the name of 
the plaee Sharpsburg. In polities Mr. Sharp is a demoerat. Tle 
vast lis first vote for James IX. Polk, and he has continued to yote 
for every deniocratic nominee to the present time. When the 
county went into township organization he was elected as the first 
Supervisor from Buckhart township. He is now Notary Publie, a 
position he has held for five ycars. For a number of years he has 
becn a member of the Masonie order. Mr. Sharp started out in 
life with nothing, but his mind was made up from the start to fight 
his way upward in the world if anything could be aeeomplished by 
hard work and perseverance. He now has a eomfortable home, with 
everything about him to make his declining years full of ease and 
serenity. 
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He 


Was born in Claiborne county, Tenn., January 3, 1830. 
was the son of William and Barbara Sharp. They raised a family 
of ten ehildren, nine burn in Tennessee, and one in Macoupin 


county, after their removal to Illinois. Their names are asx fol- 
lows: Elizabeth, now the wite of Joseph Montgomery, lives in 
Macoupin county ; John, now living in Christian county ; Henry 
IL, also living in Christian county; Wiunifred, late wife of Ga- 
briel Hurt, of Macoupin county ; Lawson, now living in Missouri; 
George R., the subject of our sketch: Loutsa, now the wife of John 
Fair, living in Nebraska; William N., now living in Barton 
county, Missouri; Barbara, late wife of Thomas J. Fair. and Mary, 
wife of Wesley Henderson, living in Kansas. In the fall of 1836 
William Sharp, with his family, emigrated from Tennessee and 
settled in Maconpin county, Illinois. Two years subsequently he 
lost his wife ; he afterwards married Miss Hlizabeth Wilson. They 
had five children, two of whom are living, viz.: Susan, now the 
wife of William Coons, living in Missouri, and Agnes, who mar- 
ried Robert Middleton, and lives in Nebraska. In 1860 Mr. 
Sharp removed to Barton county, Missouri, where he remained 
three years; he then erme to Christian county and made his home 
with his son, John Sharp, until his death, June 20,1875. Too 
much cannot he said in praiseworthy terms of the character of 
William Sharp, who always taught by example what be held by 
precept. For forty years he was held as a model for the old and 
the yonng, being a professor of religion and a member of the Bap- 
tist church, in which he held the position of deacon for a number 
of years. His second wife died about four years prior to his death. 
George R. Sharp grew to manhood on a farm, and at the age of 
twenty-six, he was united in marriage to Miss Susan Hanon, Sep- 
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tember 28, 1356. She was a daughter of Martin and Sarah 
Hanon, and born within the limits of Christian county, but before 
the county was organized; her birth dates February 19, 1838. 
[ler father, Martin I[anon, was a native of Tennessee; his parents 
moved to Kentucky when he was quite small, where they lived 
until he was about twelve years of age. They then remoyed to 
what is now Gallatin county, Iinvis, this being in the year 1812. 
At the age of fifteen his father died; his mother subsequently 
moved further north in the state, and in 1818 Mrs. Hanon with her 
family settled within the present limits of Christian county. Mrs. 
Sharp's father was about nineteen years of age when his mother 
settled here. At the age of twenty-four he married Miss Sarah 
Miller; by this union they had eleven children, of whom Mrs. 
Sharp was the eighth. Mr. Hanon lived in this connty until his 
death, January 25, 1879, at the advanced age of eighty years, Mr. 
and Mrs. Sharp have raised a family of seven children, two sons and 
five daughters, viz: William Virgil, the oldest, now deceased, who 
died at the age of eighteen years and six months, January 27, 1876; 
Xemenia Pruelia, now the wife of N, D. Waller, living in Sharps- 
burg; Mary .A., George E., Emma .A., Mabel Jane, and Nina Pearl. 
After Mr. Sharp’s marriage he began the improvement of the place 
he is now living on; he has always followed farming. In polities 
he is a democrat. He has represented his township in the Board of 
Supervisors for nine suceessive years. His aetions while in this 
position have met with the general support of the best classes of the 
community, he having determined to adopt a liberal and at the 
same time economic policy, and to do what he considered best for 
the sound interests of the county. He is now a candidate for the 
Legislature ou the democratic ticket. 
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GEORGE C. WILKINSON, 
Oxtamong the prominent business men of Mdinburg, is a native 
of Christian county, and was born January 13,1853. Te was the 
eon of Reaben and Esther Wilkinson, Reuben Wilkinson was a 
uative of Kentucky, and emigrated to Hlinois at an early date 
with his parents, where he grew to manhood. Te married Miss Ks- 
ther Bratt, a native of England. They raised a family of two 
children, viz. Emma J., now the wife of George 1. Herrington, 
living in Edinburg, and the subject of our sketch. Reuben Wil- 
kinson for many years has been a prominent citizen of Christian 
county, and is well known to most all the old settlers. Te has been 
a prominent tarmer in the county for many years: also heen en- 
gaged in the milling busiuess quite extensively tor several yours; 
is one of the principal shippers of grain on the O. & M. railroad, 


and is Known as one of Christian county’s industrious and success- 
ful citizens. George C. Wilkinson was united in marriage January 
22) 1874, to Miss Lizzie Vandeveer, also a native of Christian 
county. They have one ehild—Hlarry. Mr. Wilkinson began 
his lusiness eareer in Edinburg in 1873, He is engaged in the 
livery business, and has one of the finest livery buildings in Central 
IHinois, as well stocked with good horses and rigs of every deserip- 
tion as can be found in any first-class stable. Te is also engaged in 
farming and general trading. «A view of his farm and livery build- 
ings can be seen in another part of this work, Thue far his life 
has been well spent; with his social and industrious qualities, he ts 
destined to invke life a suceess. May prosperity attend him in all 
the varied walks of lite. 
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AS so named in houor of the “ Ricks” family, who were 
pioneers, and settled on the head waters of Bear Creek, 
at an early date. 

This township, formerly a part of Bear Creek pre- 
cinct, was formed in 1866, upon the adoption of township organiza- 
tion. It embraces the congressional township, known as T. Lf N., 
R.3 W. The surface is a beautiful undulating prairie, with but 
little or no timber. The soil is a deep, rich, black loam, very fer- 
tile and productive, every acre of which is susceptible of a high 
state of cultivation. The head waters of Bear Creck traverse its 
center, meandering ina uortherly dircetion, and pass out of the 
township at the north-east corner of seetion 5. This creek and its 
atHuents, Prairie Fork, Lick, and two or three minor tributaries, 


drain the lands, and furnish a good supply of water for stock 
purposes. 
A few years ago this whole area was comparatively au unhabited 


waste ; only here and there stood the lone cabin as an evidence of 


the more advanced pioneer of civilization; while to-day its broad 
acres are subdued and made to yield, and on every hand may be 
seen well-made tarms and houses, teeming with life and activity. 
An energetic people, not to be surpassed in Industry, perseverance 


and progression, are using their united eflorts to make this one of 


the first townships in the county. 

The early history of Ricks may he found in the Bear Creek 
township history, as, for many years after the county was organized, 
it was included as a part of that precinct, 

The first land entered in this township was by Gabriel R. Jerni- 
gan, December 9th, 1835. Tt constituted the E. 4, N. 1. of section 
4,86 neres,and N.W., NL EL scetion 4,45 aeres. Also on the 
same date Thos. 2. Bond entered N. W., N, W. scetion 3, 4174, 
acres, September 50th, 1836, Wm. 8. Ricks, W. 3, N. EL scetion 
Boerne 

Below we give a list of the Township Officers. 

Supervisors —J. H, Sisna, elected 1866; aud re-elected 1867 and 
1868; Alpheus Wall, 1860; J, B. White, 1870, re-eleeted 1871, 
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Us72, 1873, 1874, and 1875; A. B. lerdmau, 1876, and by re-elec- 
tion served till 1879; FE. S. Shnil, 1880. 

-lssessore.—John $. Craig, 1876; E. 8. Shull, 1877; W. T. Ricks, 
1878; Fred. Grundy, 187; Win. T. Ricks, 1880. 

Collectors —John D. Fuller, elected 1866; Wm. Montgomery, 
1867, 1868, and 1869; N. W. Dennis, 1870; Wn. T. Ricks, 1871; 
Wm. Monegan, 1872, 1875, 1874; W. IL. Iearin, 1875; Geo, A. 
Vandeveer, 1876, and by re-election served till 1879; Louis John- 
son, L&S0. 

Town Clerks —Joseph G. White, elected 1869; Wm, A. Ander- 
son, 1870; Peter Clickener, 1871; Silas Iron, 1872; D. F. Murry, 
1873, and re-elected each succeeding year. 

Commissioners of Highieuys.—Anson Wall, 1876; Fred. Bertman, 
1877; Fred. Schmidt, 1878; W. IT. Beaty, 1879; Fred. Bertman, 
1880. 

Constubles.— Anson Wall and James M. Fuller, elected in 1873; 
James M. Arnold and John W. unter, 1877; Charles Dinwiddie, 
1878; 1. J. Christopher, 1870. 

Justices of the Peace.—James H. Sisna and Joseph W, Snively, 
elected in 1866; Newell D. Nicks, 1867; Sanford Petty, 1868; 
James IL. Sisna and John &. Craig, 1870; Johu 8. Craig and James 
If. Sisna, re-clected in 1876; John S. Craig, re-elected 1877; 
James Stork, 1877. 


MORRISON VILLE, 


The land on whieh this town is located, was entered by Ex-Gov. 
Carlin, June 14th, 1871, at the nominal sum of $1.25 per aere. 
The title of the present town site was vested in Col. J. L. D. Mor- 
rison, of Belleville, I}inois, now a resident of St. Louis, Missouri, 
who purchased it from the heirs of his first wife, the daughter of 
Ex-Goy. Carlin. 

Col. Morrison laid out the town, in the fall of 1869, under the 
supervision of the Deeatur and East St. Louis Railroad Company, 
now the Wabash, St. Louis and Pacific Railway, donating one-half 
the land with the express condition that the company would make 
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this station a regular stopping place for all trains. He in addition 
donated fifty lots, conditioned that the occupants build on the 
same. 

Situation and Survey —The town is eligibly situated on high, roll- 
ing ground, in the center of a populous prairie, and commands the 
trade of the surrounding country for many miles. It received its 
name in honor of the original proprictor, Col. Morrison. The main 
part of the town is located on the west half of the North-west 
quarter of section cight, and was surveyed and platted by Nichard 
M. Powel, county surveyor in 1870, and acknowledged by Col. J. 
L. D. Morrison and Adelia “=. Morrison, his wife, April 4th, 1871. 
The plat was filed in county Recorder's office, April sth, 1871, 
Since then there have been two additions made, viz.: W. E, Morri- 
son’s addition, south-west quarter of section five, and T. F. Potts’ 
addition, south-east quarter of section six. 

The Wabash, St. Louis and Pacific Railway runs in a south-west 
direction, diagonally through the center of the town plat. The 
track was laid through the town in May, E870, about six months 
after the location of Morrisonville. 


SETTLEMENT. 


The first resident within the present town limits, was James 
Arnold, who lived on the estate of the late Mr. Perrine. This 
tract, however, was not within the limits of the town at the time of 
its location. The original town plat contained but eighty acres. 
The first settler, in the town proper then, was Richard McLean, 
who erected the first house in January, 1870. It was located near 
the depot, and was then used for saloon purposes. The building is 
now owned by J. P. Stark. 

Joseph Poggenpol built the first dwelling-house, in February of 
the same year. During this month several famihes—N. N. Bell, 
James Sanford, and A. Wall, became residents on the same day ; and 
others followed in quick succession. 

The first store building was erected hy N. N. Bell, in which he 
opeued the first stock of goods for sale. This was in the latter part 
of February, 1870. The building is now owned by M. F. Cheney. 
Mr. Bell's goods were the first shipped on the new railroad to Mor- 
rison ville. 

C. M. Leberman built and opened the second store, with a gen- 
eral stock of goods. Both these establishments were located on Carlin 
street. 

The next store was erected and opened by D. F. Bonnell, with a 
complete stock of general goods. This store is now owned by N. 
K. Beardslee. All these stores were huilt and opened duriug the 
early part of the year 1870. 

The following named perzons located here first in their respective 
occupations :—E. Green, Carpenter shop: 11. Meain, first mill in 
running order; Stewart and Pust, Elevator; Anson Wall, Ifvte/; 
Alpheus Wall, Post-master; C. Wucherpfennig, Blacksmith; Mr. 
Tetzlott; Wagon-maker; Chedister & Shull, Laaubermen; C. 
Townsend & Co., Drugyists: Wim, Wilkins, Lauker; Geo. Britton, 
Hurdeeare store; Dr. C. Voorhecs, Physteian. 
the first child born in the town limits. 
fant child of Mr. Burts. 

During the year 1871, the commercial interests were represeuted 
in almost every branch, and a large number of business houses and 
residences were erected. 

When the census was taken in 1870, there were but one hundred 
and twenty-eight souls, and at present as nearly as can be judged, 
would reach a population of twelve hundred. 


George Hall, was 
The first death was an in- 


Below we give a list of the present business houses in Morrison- 
ville :— 


NEWSPALER. 

The Morrisonville Times, was establizhed by Thomas E. Cox, 
editor and proprietor, and the fir-t number issued August 20, 1875. 
Tt was a folio of twenty-four columns, and quite creditable and neat 
in its mechanical arrangement. The paper is now edited and pub- 
lished by Steen Brothers, 

THE POST-OFFICE, 
Was cstabHshed in 1870, with Alpheus Wall. as the first post-mazter. 
The succeeding ones have been Geo. IT, Cox, R. A. Buxton and J. 
W. Campbell. 
BANK: 

The hanking hause of J. H. Vandeveer, was established October 

15, 1879. A. TT. Vandeveer, ca-hier. 


MILLS AND ELEVATORS. 

Glenn Bros. Mill and Elevator was built iu 1871, and is now 
owned by Fredrick & Harrison, The mill has four run of burrs. 
The elevator is constracted for handling all kinds of grain, and has 
a capacity of 20,000 bushels small grain. 

A.B. Herdman & Co.'s elevatur was erected by J. R. Stewart, in 
H871. Ft is constructed for handling all kinds of grain, with a 
capacity of 16,000 bushels. 

The elevator owned and operated by Settlemire & Son, is built 
for handling all kinds of grain, and has a capacity of 16,000 storage. 

Phystcians—W. W. Crane, J. W. Campbell, A. B. Simmons, D. 
F. Salander. 

Gen Stores. —T.S. Knotts, J. L. Terrell & Co, N. K. Beardslee, 

Groceries and (Queensuare—J. Bo & C.H. Walker, Kelley & 
Cole, J. W. & A. 8. McCauley, E. L. Cheatham & Co. 

Drug Storcs—Steen Bros., Leroy Martin. 

Hardware aad wtgricultural Tnplements —Wyckoff & Randolph. 

Turdware anid Tinware.—Ratter and Hammack. 

Tin Store—Wm. Drake & Bro. 

Clothing and Gents Furnishing Goods.— V. Breen. 

Dry Goods andl Groceries —J. Welsh. 

Dry Goods and Clothing —Jacob Levi. 

Merchant Tailoe —G. H. Schmidt. 

Clothing, Boots and Shoes—David Noonan. 

Boot and Shoe Store—E Overand. 

Shoe Shops.—Joseph Wins, F. Sandhagen, .A. Wiegant. 

Hurness Store —A. Michael. 

Bakery and Confectionery— George Atzger. 

Bakery and Restauraut—M. M. Sternberg. 

Grocery and Restunraut—J. H. Voggenpol. 

Tobuceo and Restauraut—A. Munsterman, Michacl McLean. 

Dentist —C. M_ Brown. 

Lumber Yurd.—E. 8. Shull. 

ulrchitects, Builders & Wagon Mania? rs—Othighter and Warren. 

Wager Factory —A. W. Miller. 

Livery and Feed Stables.—Anson Wall. 

Blacksmith Shops.—J. T. Hall, Christ Wucherpfennig, Joseph 

Ochsner, Templeton & Galloway. 

Meat Martet—sanuel Brown, 

Photograpler—¥. P. Tilley. 

Barbor Shops —simon Byer, E. P. Tilley. 

Millivery and Faney Store —Miss Emma Buchanan, Miss Rosie 

Tngalls, Mrs, Dora Phatcher. 

NOTELS. 

Tremont House. —N. NX. Bell, proprietor. 

Cheney House. —W. 1. Hearin, proprietor. 

City Hotel. —Lewis Bansehhbach, proprictor. 
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BENEVOLENT sOC1ETIES. 

Morrisonville Lodge No. 81, A. FP. and A. M., was organized 
under dispensation, Feb. 2s, 1871, and charter granted Oct. 3d, 
1ST]. The charter members numbered nineteen. 

The First Officers were: Ge Wihdlae\ eee ee Kk. Penee, Ss. 
Aare We din Thicke: Je \Wiew oo AIceAT el eyn elds; Treas.; D. TF. Salan- 
der, See ¢ NJ IK. Deardslec, 5 ee Aa Wall, oy. ee Ge Bartha: 
lomew, Tyler. 

Present Officers are ¢ J.M Penee, W. Mo; A. W. Miller, 5. W.; 
Nye dorakeeds Weald doeMuipry, linens ds stinks ccs Goaws 
ladies = De Johiemithe dd. Dos Na it Benee andi ak: Wrye- 
kof, stewards 5 Geo. De Spam, Tyler. 

Morrisonville Lodge No, 459, 1.400, F., instituted 1 uly 26th, 
{8S71.. Chartered Oet. 10th, I87T. 

Lirst Offieers.— Lewis Duckett, N. G ; James Miller, V. G.; MM. 
I. Cheney, see; Te aelilleng lcas: 

Present Offic —¥. PY. Tilley, N. G.; James Miller, 
W. Miller, See; 1. 1. Murry, Treas. 

Werner Lodge, No. 497, 1. O. O. F., was chartered Oet 8, 1872 
Number of charter members, ten. 

First Ofieers—J. Ring, N. Go; FE. Klugehule, V2 G 3 M. 
Sternberg, Treas. ; 1. Banschbach, Sec. 

Present Ofieers—Wm WKlusmunn, N G.; J. Be ment Wer Gar 
Fred Sandhagen, Treas. ; 1. Bansehhach, See. 
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Alneient Order United Workmen, Star Lodge, No. 44, was char- 
tered Feb. 16th, 1877. Charter members numbered <ixteen. 

First Officers. — A. W. Miller, 1. M. W.; John Watton, iis 
VeaJ Aba Pence (Glee age N. Haven, O.; W.S. Warren, 
Ree: Il, 2) Wentz, 2) Be Walker, Rees J. AV. pereapiatl 
Guide; FP. Sandhagen, 1. W.; “ M. Young, O. W. 

Present a N. Haven, P. M.W.; ©. G. Koown, M. W. 
Kid. Charlson, Gr. F.; . W. Miller, O; J. B. Walker, Ree.; J. 
W, Campbell, ie A.M. Young, Rec.; FS. Little, Gnide; G. A. 
Vandeveer, 1. W.; J. W.; J. cae O. W.; 0. W. Campbell, Rep. 

The financial interests are of fair proportions, as may be inferred 
from the fact that npward of $200,000 worth of merchandize is an- 
nally sold by retail alone, with an annual sale of from 50,000 to 
60,000 fect of lumber; and from 700,000 to 800,000 bushels of 
grain is received vearly, and either manufactured into four here, 
or shipped to distant markets, together with a large amount of 
stock, worth, perhaps, 860,000, making, in the aggregate, annually, 
alarge sum of money that is employed in the transaction of business. 

SCHOOLS, 
Under town- 
ship organization, a neat frame school-house was built May 1, 1870, 
It was need also as a town hall and for church purposes. To avoid 
disputes and unpleasant feelings, and to keep the peace, the directors 
assigned a special Sabbath to cach denomination, Miss Gertrude 
Pence was the first teacher employed by the district to oceupy it. 


Early attention was given to educational facilities, 


As the town increased in population the ercetion of a larger house 
became fecessary. In 1874, the board of dircetors met and 
decided on the cost and plan ofa buik ding, Which was soon crected, 
tt isa brick strneture, 40x50 feet in size, two stories high, and con- 
tains suitable rooms for three departments. Tt was completed at a 
cost of 810,000, 
— The building is an ornament to the place and speaks well for the 
enterprise of the people and the interest they exhibit in popular 
cducation, 
CHURCIIES. 

Mr. Van Emmon, a Dunkard, has the eredit of preaching the 
first sermon in Morrisonville, May 22, 1870, in the first school- 
house, soon after its completion. 


COUNTY, JLiaNvors. 


The Presbyterian church was the first organized in the town. 
The society made out a list of names of those desiring to nnite in 
the formation of a chureh, Sept. 1, 870, and it was presented to 
the Presbytery, at Matoon, TH. On the 4th of October in the 
same year it received fayorable action, and Rey. W. Maynard 
and Elder C, Goudy, were appointed a cammittee to visit and 
eomplete the organization, which they did January 15,1871. Rev.: 
E. 2. Rankin, became the first resident pastor. 

The Presbyterian chureh was the first erected in Morrisonville, 
on ground presented by Col Morrison. The ground was first 
broken, early in Ovtober, I87I. The enclosure was completed in 
the following December, but the plastering was not done till the 
spring of 1872. The building was completed at a coat of $10,000, 
The nee was dedicated July 14, 1872. The sermon was delivered 
by Rey. L. FL Root, then at Shelbyville, HI. It is a large hand- 
some strueture of the gothie type, with steeple. 

The first Sunday school was organized in the school-house, July 
10, 1870, at nine o'clock, A. M. 

Tt was re-organized August 7, 1870, with forty-seven scholars 
and seven teachers, as the Union Sabbath School, composed of all 
denominations, with Mebane Anderson, as Superimtendent, and 
William Anderson, Librarian and Treasurer. 
the new Presbyterian church July 28, 1872. 

The Catholie church was erected in 1872, at a eost of $4,000. It 
is a large frame building, and has a parsonage in connection, 

The Cumberland Presbyterian ehureh was built in 1875. It is a 
frame building, rather mall, and is also used by other denomina- 
tions. 

There is now in course of erection a Methodist Episcopal church, 
which will be completed this year. 


Jt was moved inte 


INCORPORATION, 


The town was incorporated under the general city and village 
Iuw in May 1872. The first board of Trustees consisted of the 
following named persons:—C, M. Leiberman, Dr. C. Voorhees, W. 
T. Ricks, E. &. Shall and J. T. Wall; with Dr. Silas Trion as Po- 
lice Magistrate. 

The present board of Trustecs are:—J. W. Camphell, J. PT. Hall, 
J. 1. Terrell, G. A. Vandeveer, Jos. Sanford and J. D. Offlighter. 

The streets are kept in a tair eondition, and good plank walks are 
laid on all the principal ones, A large number of shade and orna- 
mental trees have been planted, and in a few years they will greatly 
aid in enhaneing the beauty of the town. 


FINALE. 

In this brief reeord of Morrisonville there is but little to regret, 
and much to awaken a just pride. On all the stirring questions of 
her time she has oveupicd advanced ground in the van of progress. 
ler people were carly friends of the Temperance cause; and zealous 
advoeates of education and religion from the start. Knowing that 
vood society is the outgrowth of a sound morality as taught in the 
ehurch, she established churches, and liberally maintained them, 
Conscious that the sum of human happiness is inereased by culture, 
she carly established schools, and has generously sustained them. 
Believing that prosperity is the reward of enterprise, she has evinced 
a stirring activity in the pursuits of the various industries, and has 
prospered. Feeling that a manly independence is what makes the 
free man, ber people have carved their own way, and are not place- 
seekers. Realizing that worth makes the man, her people do no 
homage to place or station and court no man for patronage. Her 
history isnot yet made; the first ten years of her existence was lay- 
ing the groundwork, from which history is hereafter to be con- 
structed. 
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ES. Sr. 

Mr. SHULt, one of the leading business men of Morrisonville, was 
born at Steubenville, Ohio, on the 5d of April, 1838. When he 
was ten years old his father died, and he was then apprenticed to a 
farmer in Columbiana County, Ohio, and lived with him until he 
was sixteen years old. He afterward worked on a farm for two 
summers at nine dollars a month wages, and in the winter went to 
school.’ When cighteen, he attended the high-school at New Lisbon, 
Ohio. Having thus by his own efforts secured a substantial Eng- 
lish education, in the fall of 1857, he took charge of a school in 
Columbiana county. Tle was engaged in teaching till the spring of 
1859. Considerable excitement arose that year about the discovery 
of gold at Pike’s Peak,and Mr. Shull, in company with three other 
young men, left Columbiana county, Ohio, in March, 1857, for 
Colorado. The party traveled by stcamer down the Ohio and up 
the Mississippi and Missouri rivers to Leavenworth, Kansas. At this 
point they bought two ponies, on whieh they packed the necessary 
outfit for cooking and camping out, and set out across the plains 
for Denver. A month was occupied in making this journey of 
about six hundred miles. The whole distance was made on foot. 
On their arrival they found Denver filled with a multitude of for- 
tune seekers and gold diggers, like themselves, without any capital, 
all of them anxious to get back to the states once more, and many 
of them totally without the means of making the journey. After 
astay of two weeks in Denver, Mr. Shull and his comrades eon- 
cluded to return. Tn company with two others he made a skiff 
laid in provisions, and launched it on the Platte river, and in less 
than two weeks reached Brownsville, Nebraska. The whole dis- 
tance was in the neighborhood of a thousand miles. Fudians and 
buffalo were the only objects at that time discernible on the banks 
of the Platte. From Brownsyille he took passage by boat to St. 
Louis. 

His comrades returned to Ohio, but Mr. Shull, unwilling to go 
back after such a disastrous ending to the Pike’s Peak expedition, 
concluded to come to Illinois. At that time he was unaeyuainted 
with a single person in this state, and lad only sixteen dollars in 
money. He first went to Sangamon county, where he worked on a 
farm for a few months, and in the winter of 1859-60 taught school. 
He spent about eleven years in the southern part of Sangamon, and 
in the northern part of Macoupin county, mostly engaged in teaeh- 
ing school. On the 50th of September, 1864, he was married at 
Springfield, by Judge N. M. Broadwell, to Martha E. Summer. She 
was born in Morgan county, but raised mostly in Sangamon, and 
her father, Michael Summer, was an old resident of that part of the 
state. 

He came to Morrisonville on the 26th of July, 1870, and began 
the lumber business. The Wabash railway had at that time just 
been completed through the county, and the town of Morrisonville 
had been started a few months previously. The vacant land in 


Satine 


that part of the county settled up rapidly, and the improvements 
made necessary the use ef large quantities of lumber. He was first 
in partnership with Mr. G M. Chedester, of Virden, but since 
January, 1873, has carried on business for himself, and without a 
competitor. ILe has been closely connected with the business in- 
terests of Morrisonville. [He is a democrat in politics. He was 
elected supervisor from Ricks township, in the spring of ISSO. He 
is a total abstainer from ihe use of intoxicating drinks. While a 
member of no religious denomination, he has liberally contributed 
to the support of all, and has gained a reputation as an enterpris- 
ing, liberal and honorable business man. 


J. Bo \WHUDE. 

Mr. Waite is a lawyer by profession, and for a number of years 
was promineutly connected with the bar at Springtield. He was 
born in Greene county, Ohio, on the 5th of June, 1828. His an- 
eestors were of English and Scotch origin, and came to America, 
and settted in Marylaud, in the year 1750. His grandfather, 
Thomas White, was too young to take part in the Revolutionary 
War, but six of his older brothers were soldiers in the colonial 
army. His grandfather removed from Maryland to Pennsylvania, 
and in the year 1811, emigrated to Greene county, Ohio, in which 
part of the state he was one of the earliest settlers 

The subject of this biography was the third of a family of ten 
children of J. B. White and Hannah Stevenson. 
a native of Virginia. The part of Ohio in which he was born and 
raised, was one of the most fertile and populous parts of the «tate, 


His mother was 


His father’s farm was eight miles south of Dayton. He was 
raised much after the usual fashion of farmers’ sons at that day, 
attending the ordinary district schouls, and afterward an academy. 
At the ave of eighteen he took charge of a schvol, and from that 
time till after he had attained his majority, was employed, for a 
considerable part of his time, in teaching. He had tormed an 
early resolution to study law, and in 1850 entered the oftice of 
Thomas Moore, one of the most popular lawyers of Damilton, Ohio. 
TTe attended law lectures at the Cincinnati Law School, from whieh 
he graduated in 1852 

He had already resulved to practice his profession in the West, 
and in April, 1655, settled at Springtield, Hlinois. On his arrival 
in that town, he found himself a total stranger, but at once opened 
an office. Tle found that success in the legal protession was ob- 
tained only by slow steps, and by constant and persistent effort, but 
he gradually succeeded in establishing himself in a large practice. 
In 1857, the bar of the 1sth Judicial District, comprising the 
counties of Sungamon, Macoupin, Montgomery and Christian, united 
in recommending him for Prosecuting Attorney. He was elected 
to this othce, and held it for eight years. At that time the prose- 
cuting attorney of the district embracing Springfield, was e2-vfficio 
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attorney general of the state, thus making the offiec one of great 
care and responsibility. He occupied this position during the pe- 
riod of the war, when its duties were more than usually burden- 
some and important. We had became the owner of a section of 
land in Ricks township, Christian county, and becoming Interested 
in its Improvement, in 1467, he removed from Springfield, quit: the 
practice of his profession, and has since been residing in this county. 
His wife was Miss M. J. Malls, by whom he has two children. Te 
is amanof liberal and progressive ideas. In polities he has 
always been a demoerat, but has never taken any active personal 
interest in polities, nor has ever been a candidate for any political 
office. [le was a member of the Board of Supervisors for six years, 
the latter two of which he was chairman of the Board. 


JOHN C CONROY. 

Mr. Conroy has been farming in Ricks township since 1860. 
Wis parents, Henry Conroy and Mary Davis, were natives of the 
state of Vermont. While on their way West, they stopped for a 
few months in Philadelphia, and in that city Ma. Conroy's birth oc- 
curred on the fourth day of July, 1849. The following December 
his father settled in Chicago, where Mr. Conroy was brought up. 
He received his education in the public schools of Chicago, aud 
at Bryant & Stratton’s Commercial College. Tle also spent a 
couple of winters at the Union High School, at Battle Creek, Miehi- 
gan. At theage of thirteen he began life on his own aecount, travel- 
ing in the summer through Michigan in the interests of a wholesale 
grocery house in Chicago. He followed this business till 1868. On 
the twelfth day of March, 1868, he married Mary A. Chance, 
daughter of Charles and Elizabeth Chance, who resided in Mavou. 
pin county, near Shipman, and were both natives of Jersey county. 
Mr. Conroy’s health was, at that time, so impaired that he con- 
cluded to go to farming. He lived one year in Macoupin county. 
In February, 1869, he bought cighty acres of land in section thirty- 
four of Rieks township, on which he settled. Ele is now the owner 
of 125 acres, 40 of which are in Montgomery county. When he 
first undertook farming his weight, on aceount of bad health, was 
greatly reduced, but exercise in the open air has fully restored him 
to his former viger. On the fifteenth of August, 1870, his wife 
died, leaving him four children, Charles IT., John W., Ella May and 
Lizzie. Ile is a democrat in polities. 


HON. W. E. MORRISON. 

Tue Morrison family is one of the eldest in the state. Robert 
Morrison, the grandfather of Mr. Morrison, came from Philadelphia 
about the year 1792, and settled in Kaskaskia, which at that time 
was a village composed almost entirely of French inhabitants, and 
which, in the early history of Illinois, was the commercial metropo- 
lis of the Mississippi valley, outranking St. Louis and New Orleans 
asa place of importance, The Morrisons at Kaskaskia were the 
leaders in commereial enterprises, and among the most influential 
and sagacions men in the fields of business and polities in the then 
territory of Tlinois. Robert Morrison married Eliza LL. Lowry, 
daughter of Col. Lowry, of Baltimore, and sister of James Lowry 
Donaldson, one of the Spanish Jand commissioners, with whom she 
came to Hlinois in 1805. She was of Lrish descent. James Lowry 
Donaldson was killed at the battle of North Point, in the war of 
1812, und a monument to his memory now stands in Monumental 
Square, in the city of Baltimore. 

James Lowry Donaldson Morrison, the father of the subject of 
this sketch, was born at Kaskaskia on the 12th of April, 1816. At 
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one time his father, Robert Morrison, was one of the largest mail 
contractors in THlinois, and had charge of the routes extending from 
Kaskaskia to Shawneetown, Caiio, Vandalia, Cape Girardeau, and 
ather points. Tle received his pay by drafts on the various offices, 
and it was Col. Morrison’s duty, when a boy, to travel to these 
various points and collect these drafts. In the spring of 1832, when 
sixteen, he was appointed midshipman in the United States navy. 
llis first ernise was to the Pacific, on board the sloop of war, “Fair- 
field,” and it lasted twenty-seven months. He was afterward trans- 
ferred to the West India squadron, and was confined for eight 
months in the naval hospital at Pensacola, with an attaek of rheu- 
matism, brought on by exposure. It was there that he began the 
study of law. He picked up the first volume of Blackstone to pass 
away the time, and, becoming interested, sent to Mobile for Black- 
stone and Kent, which for seven months he studied thoroughly. 
]le returned to Ilinois, and in 1856 entered the law office of Judge 
Pope, and in about a year afterward was admitted to the bar. His 
first fee of a hundred dollars he carned by quashing an indictment 
for murder in Jackson county, Illinois. Tle took a prominent part 
on the whig side in the campaign of 1840. The whigs made him 
their candidate tor Lieutenant-Goyernor, At the beginning of the 
Mexiean war he raised in St. Clair county the first company of vol- 
untcers organized in the state. This company subsequently became 
incorporated with the Second Hlinois regiment, of which he was 
chosen Lieutenant-Colonel. At Buena Vista this regiment lost 
thirteen commissioned officers and ninety men. At the close of the 
war the legislature of Ilinois presented Col. Morrison with a sword, 
suitably inseribed, in recognition of his services in the field. On 
returning from the army he devoted his attention to the law and 
investments in Jand. On the dissolution of the whig party he 
became a democrat. He represented St. Clair county in the lower 
house of the legislature, and St. Clair and Monroe in the senate, 
and was elected to Congress. Since his removal from Belleville to 
St. Louis, his law practice has been confined mostly to large land 
eases of his own in the supreme court of the United States. In 
1842 he married Mary A. Carlin, daughter of Ex-Gov. Thomas A. 
Carlin. She was the mother of the subject of this biography. 

William Edward Morrison was born at Belleville, Minois, on the 
[3th of April, 1846. Tle was the next to the oldest child. At the 
time of his birth his father was absent in Mexico, the Mexican war 
then being in progress. His boyhood wasspent mostly at Belleville. 
The ehief part of his edueation was obtained at the college uf the 
Christian Brothers, in St. Louis. In 1862, when sixteen, he entered 
the United States army as midshipman. This was during the war 
of the rebellion. His first service was on board the “Constitu- 
tion,” originally the “ Old Ironsides.”” He was at sea about two 
years. At the request of his father, who wished him to enter the 
legal profession, he resigned from the navy on the 16th of February, 
1866, He returned to Belleville, and entered the law office of Wil- 
liam T1. Snyder, now judge of the judicial circuit iu which St. Clair 
county is ineluded. After spending about two years in Judge Sny- 
der’s oftiee, he was examined by a committee appointed by the 
supreme court, who pronounced him qualified for the practice of the 
profession. At the time of his examination he was under twenty- 
one years of age, and according to the statutory regulations could 
not take the oath until he had attained his majority. He was ad- 
mitted to the bar on his twenty-first birthday, the 13th of April, 
1867. The fall sueceeding his admission he began the practice of 
his profession at Springfield. Ile was first in the office of Stuart, 
Edwards & Brown, and afterward in that of McClernand, Broad- 
well & Springer. He resided in Springfield till May, 1871. 

IIe had always taken an active interest in polities, and from boy- 
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hood was a democrat of a stanch and steadfast type. During the 
campaign of 1868, in which Seymour was the democratic candidate 
for president, in opposition to Grant, at the request of the state 
central committee he made the canvass of Peoria, Fulton, Sanga- 
mon, Christian, De Witt, Scott and Menard counties, in the inter- 
ests of the democratic candidates. He had inherited a natural 
taste for oratory, and the speeches of young Morrison were received 
with popular favor. 

The farm on which he now resides, near Morrisonville, he first 
saw on the 9th of October, 1867. It was then covered with tall 
prairie grass. The railroad had not yet beea built. He came to 
Christian county in May, £871, for the purpose of improving this 
tract of land. The Wabash railway had been constructed the pre- 
vious year, and the town of Morrisonville, which tuok its name 
from Mr. Morrison's father, founded. Inthe summer of 1871 he 
began building his present residence, half'a mile north of Morrison- 
ville. Mr. Morrison has since been closely identified with the 
interests of Christian county. He has been an influential man in 
shaping the policy of the democratic party in this part of the state. 
In 1876 he received the democratic nomination for representative 
in the legislature from the thirty-fourth senatorial district, compris- 
ing Christian and Montgomery counties. The democrats of the dis- 
trict supported him with great nnanimity and enthusiasm, and he 
was elected by a majority of several hundred votes in excess of that 
received by the general ticket, On taking his seat, he was the next 
to the youngest man in the house. The house was republican by a 
small majority, except when the democrats and independents united 
in opposition. During this session occurred the memorable contest 
which resulted in the election of David Davis as United States sen- 
ator. Mr. Morrison recorded his vote on every ballot against Gen. 
Logan, the republican candidate, and in the democratic caucus was 
one of the first to advocate the throwing of the democratic strength 
iu favor of Davis, a movement which resulted in Davis’ election, 
andthe defeat of a regular republican. He wasa member of’ the 
committee on railroads, and strongly opposed a measure introduced 
in the interest of the railroads, with the object of relieving their 
capital stock froin taxation. He made a speech in favor of a uni- 
form system of school hooks throughout the state, a measure which 
would have saved the people much money, He also supported a 
measure to allow the Chicago Board of Trade to appoint their own 
inspector of grain. In March, 1577, a resolution was introduced 
to appropriate fifty thousand dollars for the completion of the Doug- 
las monument. On coming up tor passage, it was opposed by Mer- 
ritt, of Marion, in a bitter speech, in which he attacked Douvlas 
in the most vindictive manner. After Merritt took his seat, Mr. 
Morrison as soon as possible gained the floor, and delivered in favor 
of the bill a speech which was greeted with tremendous applause, 
and which was afterward conceded to be one of the finest oratorical 
efforts ever made in the house. Though made on the spur of the 
moment, and without preparation, its power and eloquence won for 
the member from Christian a reputation as one of the best speakers 
in the legislature. The Springfield Journad said that the speech 
“was one of impassioned eloquence, and was heartily applauded.” 
The Monitor zaid that the member from Christian had shown that 
he had “ every requisite for the making of a great orator and states- 
man, and possessed ability and talent that would eventually seek 2 
lofty outlet.” The Chicago Inter-Oceun declared it to be “the most 
successful speech yet delivered on any question. In acknowledg- 
ment of his speech in support of the Douglas monument, several 
members of the legislature, merchants in Chicago, and Leonard 
Volk, the sculptor, united in presenting him with a suitable memo- 
rial, in the shape of a statue of Douglas. 

27 


Mr. Morrison is essentially a democrat. Tle is not only a strong 

and ardent supporter of the time-honored prineiples of demucracy, 
but the natural tendencies of his mind are opposed to everything 
in the nature of aristoeracy and monopoly. 
. Hs was married on the 20th of October, 1869, to Annie C. Per- 
kins, a native of Springtield, and daughter of Joseph B. Perkins, 
an old resident of Sangamon county. Her death occurred on the 
20th of March, 1874, leaving him one child, James L. D. Mor- 
rison, jr. 


HUGENE ALS sO RRISON, 

Wuo has been a resident of Christian county since October, 1877, 
was born at Belleville, St Clair county this state, on the first day 
of January, 1849, Few families have been more intimately identi- 
tied with the history of IHinois than the one with which Mr. Mor- 
rison is connected. Nearly a century ago the Morrisons came from 
Pennsylvania to Kaskaskia, then the largest and most important 
settlement in the Mississippi Valley, and at once took rank among 
the leading men who gave the first impetus to the growth of the 
mighty empire which now has its seat in the states which border 
the Mississippi. His grandfather was Robert Morrison. His 
grandmother was Eliza L. Lowry, who made on horseback the 
dangerous and adventurous journey through the wilderness from 
Baltimore to Kaskaskia in the year 1805. His father, Col. J. L. 
D. Morrison, is a man already well known to the people of Iinvis. 
Born at Kaskaskia in the year 1816, his boyhood made him fa- 
miliar with the incidents which marked the history of Tlinois 
during the few years after its admission into the Union as u state. 
Entering the United States Navy as midshipman at the age of six- 
teen, he cruised on the Pacific, and while sick in the Naval Hospital 
at Pensacola began the study of law, Returning to Ilnois he was 
admitted to the bar and became one of the leading lawyers of’ the 
state. On the breaking out of the war with Mexico he raised a 
eompany of volunteers in St. Clair county, which became part of 
the Second Tinois regiment, of which he was made Lieutenant 
Colonel. On the tield of Buena Vista this regiment distinguished 
itself by its bravery, and on his return the Legislature of Ilinois 
presented Col. Morrison with a sword in acknowledgment of his 
services. He represented st. Clair county in the State Senate and 
in the lower house of the Legislature, and was elected a member of 
Congress. Of late years his home has been in st. Louis, but his 
numcrous visits have made his face familiar to the people of this 
county. Mary A. Carlin, daughter of Thomas A. Carlin, at one 
time Governor of THinois, was Col. Morrison’s first wife and the 
mother of Eugene M. Morrison. 

Mr. Morrison's boyhood was spent mostly in the vicinity of Belle- 
ville. When he was six years old he was sent tu the College of the 
Christian Brothers in St. Louis, which schoo] he attended for about 
six years. For one term he was a student at Melkendree College 
at Lebanon. He was next sent to Georgetown College in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, where he remained two years. Ile was at George- 
town during 1864 and 1865, the closing years of the war of the Re- 
bellion. Washington was at that time the scene of inany important 
events, Which made a residence in its neighhorhood memorable. The 
years 1866 and 1867 were spent at the St. Louis University, from 
which he graduated in the summer of 1867. During part of the 
years 1868 and 1869 he wasin Europe with his father. [fn Novem- 
her, 1869, he went to Bloomington and entered the law office of 
Robert E. Willams, at one time Attorney General of Ilinois. He 
read law with him fourteen months, and then returned to Belleville. 
Tu the summer of 1871 he visited Lonisiana. On the twenty-first 
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day of November of the same year he marricd Miss Olivia A, Eason, 
ot Port Jefferson, Louisiana. Mrs. Morrison was born in Mast 
Feliciana parish, Louisiana. Ter father was Col. C. W. Eason, a 
native of Nouth Carolina, but an old resident of the state of Louisi- 
ana, Tle had taken part in the war with Mexico, After his mar- 
riage Mr. Morrison resided in Louisiana till 1877, when he returned 
to Hlnois and became a resident of this eounty. Ife settled on 
svetion nine of Ricks township. Tlis residence ix three-quarters of 
a mile east of the town of Morrisonville, which was named in honor 
of My, Morrison’s father. The farm under his eare embraces a whole 
section of land, of which about five hundred acres have been tm- 
proved. A full page illustration of his residence aud its surround- 
ings may be seen elsewhere. MWe has two ehildren—Mary .Adele 
and Alma Engenia. Te haz never taken part in public Hie, but in 
his politica] belief is a member of the democratic purty. 


THOMAS MONEGAN. 

Tne city of Enniskillen, in the county Fermanagh, Treland, was 
the hirth-place of Mr. Monegan. He was born on the 30th of 
August, 1838. In the fall of 1846 his parents, Meury and Catha- 
rine Monegan, emigrated with the family to America, After a 
yoyage of three months in the sailing vesxel, “ Ashland,” the tamily 
landed at New Orleans, where they remained till the spring of 1847, 
and then eame up the Mississippi to Alton. His father rented land 
in the Dorsey settlement, in the northern part of Madison county, 
and lived there till 1850, then removing to the vicinity of Bunker 
Hill, in Macoupin county. The first land which his father owned 
was a farm in the north-west corner of Bunker Hill township, 
where the family lived till 1862, and then came to Christian eounty. 
The vreater part of Mr. Monegan’s common school education was 
obtained at the little town of Woodburn, in Macoupin county. Tn 
September, 1858, he entered Ulinois College, at Jacksonville, and 
attended the sessions of that institution during the winters of 1858-- 
59 and 1859-60, In the year 1865, in partnership with his brother 
William, he bought one hundred and sixty acres of land, the south- 
west quarter of section twelve of Ricks township. The two brothers 
‘arried on the farm together, and inereased the amount of their 
land to eight hundred acres. A division of their property was 
made in INSTI, and he and his brother have since been living on 
adjoining farms. Ife was marricd on the 22d of September, 1870, 
to Clara A. Estabrook, daughter of James W. and Susan Estabrook. 
She was born in Madison county, in this state, and came to Chri-- 
tian county with her father in 1866. My. and Mrs. Monegan have 
four children. A view of his residence in Ricks township is shown 
elsewhere. Ife owns three hundred and sixty acres of land. Tle 
has always been a democrat in politics. His father died on the 
29d of January, 1879, in Nicks township, at the age of nearly 
seventy; his mother is still living. Beside his brother and bim- 
self, one sister, Jane, now the wife of William Craig, of Greenwood 
township, is living in this county. 


WILLIAM &. RANDLE, 

Tue history of the Randle family in Ameriea, dates back to 
three brothers, who eame over from England in the Mayflower, in 
1620. From one of these brothers the subject of this sketch ix de- 
scended.  Ilis grandfather, Isom Randle, became a resident of 
North Carolina, and served in the Revolutionary war with the 
rauk of major. Mr. Randle’s father, Josiah Randle, was born in 
North Carolina, and there marricd Tlannah Tompkins. She was 
the daughter of Richard Tompkins, who was also one of the brave 


men who took part in the struggle of the colonies for their independ- 
ence. Ife held a colonel’s commission, and fonght through the 
whole seven years of the war. Josiah and Hannah Randle were 
the parents of eleven children, five of whom were sons, and six 
daughters. At this date four daughters and two sons are stil] 
livine. William &. Randle was the youngest son, and the next to 
the youngest child. and was born in Montgomery county, North 
Carolina, on the 10th of May, 1827. When he was eight years old, 
in the year 1835, his father moved with the family, to Madison 
county, in this state. The winter of 1835-6 was spent at Edwards- 
ville, and the next spring the family moved toa farm, three or 
four miles south of that town. Josiah Randle afterwards moved 
to the eastern part of that county, and died in Augnst, 1858. The 
subject of this biography had only ordinary advantages for obtain- 
ing an education. Tle attended the common schools and endeay- 
ored to improve his opportunities to the best of his ability, but still 
the most of his knowledge has heen gained by his own efforts. On 
the 10th day of May, 1849, he married Sarah Hausberger, danghter 
of Tlenry Hausberger. Her father was a native of Virginia, and 
settled in Madison county, in the year 1848. 
born in Trigg county, Kentucky. 

For a number of years previous to the war, Mr. Randle was 
quite extensively engaged in trading in stock. During the rebel- 
lion, he supplied the government with large quantities of horses 
and mules, and was engaged in other business enterprises of a simi- 
Jar character. In the fall of 18649, he moved from Madison to 
Christian eounty, and settled on his present farm, on section 3, of 
Ricks township. He and his wife have had ten children, of whom 
seven, five daughters and two sons, are now living. Beside farm- 
ing, he has been engaged to some extent in the practice of law—a 
profession with which he first became familiar, while living in 
Madison county. His practice of the legal profession has, however, 
been Hanited to the time he has had to spare from his other business. 
In his politica] sympathies, he has been a democrat. He is a man, 
however, on whom party ties sit lightly, and he believes that the 
interests of the country are often best served, by voting for the 
best man for office, irrespective of party affiliations. On another 
page is an illustration of his farm, the improvements on which he 
has built since his residence in this county. 


Mrs. Randle was 


SLES BROMERS 
GEORGE H. STEEN AND JOSEPH W. STEEN. 

Among the business men who have more recently identified them- 
selves with the interests of Christian county, are Messrs. George IL 
and Joseph W. Steen, who are engaged in the drug business at 
Morrisonville, and are the editors and proprietors of the Morrison- 
ville Times. They are natives of Tippecanoe county, Indiana. 
Their grandfather, George Hamilton Steen, was an Trishman by 
birth, who emigrated from Ireland to Ameriea about the time of the 
Revolutionary war. In his religious faith he was a strong Protes- 
tant. He settled near Lancaster, Pennsylvania, and for several 
years was in the distilling business, an occupation which at that 
time was considered most respeetable and honorable. The family 
was connected with the Tfamilton family, of which Alexander 
Hamilton was a distinguished member, and the name Tamilton has 
since been handed down sueeessively from father to son for several 
generations. 

Their father, George Hamilton Steen, was born in Lancaster 
county, Pennsylvania, near the eity of Lancaster, in the year 1797. 

He left home when sixteen. He subsequently came to Indiana, 
and entered one hundred and sixty acres of land in Tippecanoe 
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county in 1828, on whieh he afterward settled, and which was his 
home till the time of his death. This farm whieh was located in 
one of the richest sections of Indiana, he subsequently increased to 
three hundred and twenty-eight aeres; improved it with great care, 
and erected large and substantial buildings. In May, 1835, he 
married Mary Whitson, She was about titteen years younger than 
her husband. Her father was John Whitson, who was of Welsh 
deseent, and Qluaker parentage. though his own couneetion with the 
Friends’ denomination had been severed by reason of his having 
married outside the membership of the society. The father of the 
Messrs. Steen died in April, 1850. Tle was a man much respected 
in the community in whieh he lived. 
and reserved, and always refused to hold offiee or take any active 


Jn disposition he wa- quiet 
part in publie affairs He managed his farming operations and his 
own private business in the most exact and methodical manner, and 
died possessed of abundant means. Te was kind-hearted, and be- 
side his own ehildren raised several boys, Some of the best business 
men now of Tippeeanoe county, Indiaua, aud of the eity of Latay- 
ette, owe their successful start in life to the excellent training which 
they received at his hands. In his polities he had been an old line 
whig, and at the time of his death was a member of the Presbyte- 
rian chureh. He had twelve children, Several died in infaney, 
and five are now liviug. John W. Steen, one of the sons, is in the 
drug business at Litchfield ; one daughter, now Mrs. Harriet Bum- 
hard, resides at Lafayette, Indiana; another daughter, Mrs. Eliza 
Kenyon, lives in Marion county, Ohio — The two others are George 
H. and Joseph W. Steen, The first was the tenth child, and the 
latter the youngest. 
GEORGE H, STEEN 
Was born in Tippeeanoe county, Indiana, ten miles south-east of 
Lafayette, on the 29th of February, 1852. In the year 1864, when 
a boy of twelve, he was thrown violently from a horse and reeeived 
severe injuries from whieh he has never fully recovered. In April, 
1865, after partially regaining his strength he entered the Western 
Methodist Academy, at Dayton, Indiana, and with the exception 
of one or two terms was a student in this school for four years. In 
1869, after leaving school, he became a clerk in a drug store at 
Dayton, and there received his first lessons in the business which he 
has sinee followed. The next year, 1870, he was given charge of a 
drug store at Waldron, in Shelby eounty, Indiana, and was oeeupied 
in its management till Mareh, 1875. IIe had a natnral inelination 
for the business, and to it he devoted his undivided attention and 
thus secured a thorough acquaintance with every braneh ot the 
trade. In June, 1875,in partnership with his brother, John W. 
Steen, he purehased a drug store at Litehfield, Montgomery eounty, 
and for the first tine became a resident of Illinois. The firm also 
earried on the business of manufacturing baking powders, While 
residing at Litehfield, on the 5th of September, 1877, he married 
Ida J. Lawrence, daughter of Joseph Lawrence. Her father was 
an old resident of Litehfield ; he was one of the veterans under Gen. 
Taylor who took part in the Mexican war, and was also a soldier in 
the late war of the rebellion. © Mrs. Steen was born at Carlinyille, 
Macoupin county. 
JOSEPH W. STEEN, 


the youngest son of George Hamilton Steen and Mary Steen, was 
born on the old homestead farm in Tippecanoe county, Indiana, on 
the 29th of July, 1857. He was only two years of age at the time 
of his father’s death. In 1867, his mother moved with the family 
to Dayton, Indiana. His brother, George H. Steen, was already 
attending sehool at that place, and this change of residence was 
made so that the two younger children might also enjoy good 


edueational advantages and at the same time live at home with their 
mother. In the summer of 1869, he returned with his mother to the 
farm in Tippeeanve county, Indiana. During the winter of IX71-2, 
he attended school at Waldo, Marion county, Ohio, where his 
brother-in-law, Mr. D. EL Kenyon, was extensively engaged in 
farming. The summer of 1872 and that of 1873, he spent in a little 
town on the Ohio river, in the extreme south-west corner of West 
Virginia. In the year 1874, he lived with a Dr. Ritehie, at Nen- 
saellaer, Jasper county, Indiana. After attending the high school 
at Attica, Indiana, during the winter of 1575-6, in the spring of 
1876 he came to Litchfield, Itlinois, where his two older brothers 
had gone inty the drug business the previous vear. The following 
winter he attended school at Litchfield, and in the fall of 1878 went to 
Chicago, and was a student in the Chieago College of Pharmacy till 
the next spring, when he went baek to Litehtield. 

In April, 1878, George If. Steen disposed of his interest in the 
store at Litehfield to his brother, John W. Steen, and after winding 
up his business there, the two brothers eame to Morrisonville, pur- 
chased the drug store formerly carried on by C. A. Roach, and on 
the 10th of September, 1878, began business, During their residence 
at Morrisonville they have endeavored to seeure the confidence of the 
public, and establish themselves as liberal and enterprising business 
men. They carry a full stoek of drugs and other artieles, and have 
endeavored to meet the wants of the people, and to give them the 
benefit of low prices and unadulterated drugs. Beside earrying on 
the drug business they are the publishers of the Morrisonville Times, 
the only newspaper published in the south-western part of Christian 
evunty. They took charge of this paper on the 1st of October, 
1879, and under their management the paper has attained a larger 
circulation, and las been placed ou a paying basis. It is a jourual 
filled with live local news, and does eredit to the publishers, who 
had no previous experience in the journalistic profession, except 
that George H. Steen was formerly connected with one of the 
metropolitan newspapers as speeial eorrespondent. The Messrs, 
Steen have proved a valuable addition to the list of business men at 
Morrisonville, and their social qualities and liberal and oblig- 
jug methods of transacting business, have made them many friends, 


A. W. MILLER. 


Mn, Mit.er, the poliee magistrate at Morrisonville, was born in 
Floyd county, Indiana, on the 4th of February, 1830. His father, 
Henry Miller, was a native of Kentneky, and an early settler in 
Indiana. Before coming to Indiana, he was married in Kentueky 
to Anna Crow, Mr. Miller's father moved from Indiana to IHi- 
nois in the year 1838, and first settled on the Maeoupin creek, east 
of Carlinville, in Maeoupin county. In 1839 he moved on a farm 
in South Otter township in the same county, Mr Miller was 
mostly raised in that loeality, attending the schools of Sonth Otter 
township and working on his father’s farm, whieh he helped im. 
prove from the raw land, He learned the eooper trade. On the 
24th of May, 1850, he married Miss Maria Gill, daughter of John 
Gill, She was born in Yorkshire, England, and came to this 
eountry when seven years old, about the year 1840. In August, 
1850, he moved to Carlinville, and after working one year at the 
eooper’s trade, earned the trade of a carpenter. In 1853 he 
moved baek to South Otter township, rented land and improved a 
farm. From 1856 to 1858 he lived in Carlinville where he had an 
interest ina maechineshop. In the latter year he went baek to the 
farm on which he was raised and assumed its management, his 
father having become too old to attend to it properly. He was 
living there at the beginning of the war of the rebellion, He en- 
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listed on the 15th of Qetober, S61, in Battery Ko of the 2d Ilinois 
Artillery. Tle served three years and two months and a halt, all 
of the tine in the department of the Mississippi. At Fort Donel- 
cou he was on one of the gun-boats which participitated in the 
close of that tight. After the evacuation by the rebels of Cohun- 
bus, Kentucky, he was stationed there, In the summer of 1865 
he took part in the vartons moyenrents under Gen, Grant which 
reultedl in the capture of Vieksburg. 
Jackson, Mississipi. Por thirteen months his battery war stationed 
at Natchez. 
engaged in seouting and destroying the railroads Jeading to Mo- 


During the remainder of his term of service he was 


hile, with the object of cutting off the rebel communications. Ele 
was discharged at Memphis, December 53st, 1864, 

Tn 1860, he bought a quarter section of unimproved Jand 
Haryel township, Montgomery eounty, on which he lived till the 
spring of 1873. Since that date he has been living at Morrison- 
ville, and carrying on the wheelwright business and manufacturing 
patent spring wagon seats, of the improvement on which he took 
ont a patent in March, 1874. He was formerly a whig in politics, 
and sinee the war has been a republican. Tle has nine children, 
Tn the spring of IST, he was elected police magistrate of Morrison- 
ville for a term of four years, 


THEODORE LANGEN, (Drceasep). 

THeopore LANGEN was oue of the oldest residents of Ricks 
township, and a good and useful citizen. He was born in the vil- 
lage of Wtinnenherg, J’russia, on the 27th of February, 1827. His 
parents’ names were Frederick Langen and Elizabeth Wegener, 
and he was the youngest of eight children. ITis father was a firmer, 
and a man in good cirenmstanees. He attended school according 
to the German eustoim till he was fourteen, Ile was a boy of un- 
usually bright mind, paid close attention to his studies, and invari- 
ably stool at the head of his class. He secured a good education, 
and was well versed in the Latin language. He lived at home til] 
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= bounded on the north by Stonington ; east, by Prairie- 
ion and Assumption; south, by Locust; west, by Tay- 
Jorville township, May is drained by the Flat Branch 
and its atlucnts, which empty their waters in the Sanga- 
mon. Much of this township was originally heavily 
timbered with the several kinds of oak, hickory, walnut, cotton- 
wood, and other forest trees, and at this writing there is consider- 
able timber along the margins of the streams, sutticient to supply 


the necessary fucl, and timber for building and fencing purposes, 
for many vears to come, 


May comprises the congressional township thirteen, range one, 
west, aud is just six miles square. At first, for cleetive franchise 
purposes, its territory was attaehed to Taylorville and Stonington 
precincts; but, on the adeption of township organization, in 1866, 
it was formed into a separate precinet, and named at. first, by the 
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twenty-one, and then went into the Prussian army, where lie served 
three years. After returning from the army he emigrated to 
America. Ile came over to this country by himself; the rest of the 
family remaining behind in Germany. Je landed at New York ia 
the spring of 1852, and came directly to [finois in the neighbor- 
hood of Jerseyville, in Jersey county. On the [7th of October, 
1855, he married Elizabeth Brockamp, who was born in Ahnburg, 
Germany, on the 10th of March, 1840. Her father, Henry Broe- 
kamp, on coming to America, settled in Jersey county, Hlinois, 
seven miles west of Jerseyville, where he lived till his death, in Feb- 
ruary, 1870. Tler mother, whuse maiden name was Catharine 
Mormann, also died in Jersey county. 

After Mir. Langen’s marriage he moved to Greene county, and 
rented a farm three miles from Carrollton, on whieh he labored for 
eight years. He came to Christian county in the spring of 1855, 
Te bought from the government a quarter section of land in sec- 
tion twenty-nine of Ricks township, the first land of whieh he was 
the owner. The north-western part of the county was at that time 
thinly settled, and few improvements had been made on the prairie. 
He was an industrious and enervetic man, and afterward bought 
additional Jand. At the time of his death he owned six hundred 
and forty aeres. Ile was a peaceable and useful citizen, honest and 
upright in his business dealings, and all his neighbors testify to his 
many good qualities. Te died on the 3ist day of August, 1876. 
Jn polities he was a democrat, though he was no aetive politician, 
and had no desire to fill publie office. He preferred to attend to 
the management of his farm and his own private business affairs. 
May. and Mrs. liangen had eight children, all of whom are now 
living, and residing in Ricks township. Henry Langen, the oldest 
son, marricd Amelia Schwabe, and is now farming on  seetion 
twenty-one. Catharine is the wife of Anthony Lentz. The remain- 
ing children, William, Mary, Elenora, John, Elizabeth and Helena, 
are living at home. Mrs. Langen lives on a valuable farm, four 
miles from Morrisonville, whieh her husband improved during his 
life-time. A view of this place appears among our ilustrations. 
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county authorities, *Sinith.’ The people objected to this name, 
not heeause of the numerous family of that name, but on account of 
the politieal proclivities of the person for whom it wax named. 
The Mr. Thomas Smith, whom it was intended to honor by his 
friends, was at the time a resident of the township, an Englishman 
by birth, and a strong partizan democrat. It was then changed to 
“ Howard,” but it was ascertained that there was already a town- 
ship of that name, and that the law forbade there being more than 
one of the same name in the state. It was next named “ May,” in 
honor of the brave Colonel May, of the artillery arm of the service 
in the Mexican war. 

Pioncer Settlers were: John Shanock, Johu Estes, Benj. Williams, 
William B. Hall, David Hall, O. Banning, Daniel C. Goode, Hiram 
Walker, Thomas Dawson, William Rolls, Gabriel MeNenzie, and 
their families. Some of the above were residents here befvre the 
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organization of the eonnty. Ata later date of “ old settlers” we 
will mention the names of Silas Harris, David Rutledge, James 5. 
Grant, James M. Galloway, Joseph Bugg, Thomas Bugg, Thomas 
Sunith, Johns. Fraley, J. D. Allsman, John Tedlie, William Tedlie, 
and Joseph Funk, 

May township is well supphed with =treams for stoek purposes, 
the Flat Braneh entering it in the vorth-castern part, on section 
one, and traversing it in a south-westerly direction, and leaving the 
township on scetiou nineteen Spring Branch courses aloug the east 
side in a northerly direetion, passing nearly through the centre of 
the easteru tier of sections, and mingles its waters with those of the 
Flat Branch on section one. On its headwaters is “ Chiwson’s 
Point,” at the head of the timber on the road from Taylorville to 
Assumption. It used tu be one of the old “land-marks” in eniding 
travelers over the lonely, uninhabited prairie in going to Shelby- 
ville. 

There is a noted spring, in a romantic spot in the north-western 
part of the township, above the old residenee of Daniel C. Goode, 
more recently occupied by the Hammers. Gabriel McKenzie lived 
near it at an early day. But the improvements were long since 
removed, and the little easeade alone sings its requiem. This town- 
ship, at a very early day, was amore fayored than some other see- 
tions of the county by having milling faeilities. Thomas Dawson 
operated a cog horse-mill, near the present residence of William B, 
Hall, which served a useful purpose. In time be sold it to Aaren 
MeKenzie, who moved it farther up the braneh to Prairietum town- 
ship. At a later date Silas Harris ereeted a horse-mill on his farm, 
on the east side of the Flat Branch, in 1842. Most of the xettle- 
ments at first were made along the borders of Flat Branch tim- 
ber. This township is settled by an upright, industrious, energetic 
population, who take a great interest in churches and schools The 
United Presbyterians built a church some years ago, located in the 
north-west eorner of section twenty-seven, on the puble road lead- 
ing to Assumption. There are several families of the Waddles 
living in this neighborhood, and for a time it was called “Waddle 
Settlement.” The voting centre is at * Tedlie’s School-Honse,” in 
the west part of section twenty-two, about a imile north of the U.P, 
Church. 

Railrouls—The Waba-h, St. Louis and VPacitig Railroad erosses 
the north-west corner of this township, passing through sections 
five, six, and seven. Willey’s Station is located in the south-east 
corner of section six. It was laid out by I-racl Willey, and 
frown him took its name. The first store was opened by the Messrs. 
Willey. It is a great shipping point for grain and_ stock. 
Willey Post-Office is located here. The village has considerable 
trade with the farmers of this township. The 0. and M. Railroad 
crosses the south-west corner of the township on scction thirty-one. 

Karly Mfillz—tIsaac Harris erected a horse-mill ou his farm in 
the south-west part of the township, some four miles east of Tay- 


lorville, in 1856; the old mill honse stuod on Spring branch, for 
many years thereafter serving as an old land-mark of the past. 
The population of May, in 1870, was 681, 

The first lands entered, as shown in the connty reeords, are as 
foHows: Mareh 15th, 1835, Peter R. Ketcham, N. W.N. E. Sec. 3, 
40.45 neres ; Feb. 20th, 1854, Daniel C. Goode, W. 4 N. W. See. 
TO GUT areress Wis oS. WoSce. Tee ESS acrese ety OY Tass, 
Joseph N. Bennetield, N. W., N. W. see. 17, 40 aeres. 

Among the persons who have well improved farms in this 
tewnship may be mentioned the following: John W. Allsman, 11. 
B. Long, Se, William J. Ettinger, John Shetlar. Alfred Spates, 
iehard Veeck, Edward Bugs and Pred. F. Weiser. 

The farm improvements of May will rank favorably with those 
of any other township in the county. Quite a number of ol set- 
tlers of the county are now residents of May. Among them miy 
be mentioned William B. TLall, a native of Virginia; he settled in 
the county in 1835; and he subsequently married Eloisa Moore, 
also a Virginian by birth; she beeame a resident of Christian coun- 
ty in 1858. Another old settler is Nancy Wiley, reliet of Stephen 
Willey ; she is a Tenneseean by birth, and came to the county in 
1833. Her husband was a native of Ohio, and settled in this 
county in 1844. N J). Sanders came to and settled in the eonnty 
in 1857; he is a native of Connecticut, and has always been the 
stanch friend of churches and public xehools, and is a farmer 
and stock raiser by occupation. Robert A. Hazlett, a leading 
farmer and stock raiser, became a resident of the county in 1827, 
Te is an Ohioan by birth. Tlix wife, formerly Elizabeth H. Steel, 
settled herein 1829; she isa uative of Kentucky. 


We append the township officers since organization. 

Supervisors—John . Fraley, elected 1866, and re-eleeted 1867 ; 
John Waddle, 1868; J.8. Fraley, 1869, re-elected 1870 and ‘72; 
B M. Burdick, 1875, re-elected 1874; J. 8. Fraley, 1875 and 76; 
H. B. Long, 1877; J. 5. Fraley, 1878; Joseph Mackenburg, 1879, 
re-elected [S30. 

aissessors.—Richard Peck, IS7G, re-elected 1877, 78, ‘79 and “SO. 

Collectors.—Nichard Peek, elected [S66; re-elected 1867, “63, 
769, ‘70, “TI and 72; James Waddle, 1873, ‘T4 and 75; H. B. 
Long, Sr, 1876; Edward Bugg, 1877, re-elected 1878, 79 and 80, 

Town Clerks—Win. D. Cuttman, 1876, re elected cach succeed- 
ing year. 

Commissioners of Highiways—Wi Tedlie, 1876; W. 1D. Cotfinan, 
Isv7; DB. E. Waddle, 1878; Win. Bugg, 1879; John Hazlett, 
1880. 

Constubles —Jetterson Stephens and J. E. Geurge, elected in 
1877; Fs. Wilson, 1878; J.T. Moody and J. D. Cottman, 1879; 
John W. Waddle and Samuel Waddle, 1580. 

Justices of the Peace —B. M. Burdick, eleeted in 1866; Thomas 
Smith, 1s70; Wm. G. Henry. 870; Juhn H. Herdman, 1876; 
Jolin H. Herdman and B, E. Waddle, 1877. 
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Ricoarp Peck, a view of whose farm and residence in May 
township appears on the opposite page, and whose portrait heads 
this sketch, is a native of Mngland, and was born in the Kast Rid- 
ing, of Yorkshire, near Hull, on the eighth of December, 1816. He 
was the fourth of teu children of Simon Peek and his wife Jane, 
whose maiden name was Routledge. In the year 1854, his father 
emigrated with the family to America, and settled on a farm near 
Terre Haute, Indiana, For a couple of years after coming to In- 
diana, Mr, Peek worked in Terre Haute, and then rented his father’s 
farm and went to farming. In 1857 he made a trip to New Or- 
leans ona flat boat, as he did also in 184], that being the usual 
method by which in those days the farmers of the Wabash valley 
disposed of their surplus produce. 1te was married on the sixth of 
March, 1842, to Naomi Gould, who was born in Lewis cnow Ip 
shur) county, West Virginia, March the fourteenth, 1820. er 
father, whose name was Daniel Gould, died in Virginia. Iler 
mother, whose maiden name was Margaret Strange, married a second 
husband, and moved to Indiana with the family, and settled near 
Terre [Taute in the year 182). 

Tn the spring of 1850, Mr. Peck eame to Christian county. Dur- 
ing the summer of the same year he entered a quarter section of 
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land in seetion thirteen, of township thirteen, range one west, and 
at the land sales in 1852 secured eighty additional] neres. When 
he first eame to this eonnty the prairie in May township had not 
begun to be improved. On his first journey to this part of the state 
he rode eighteen miles without sceing a house He went baek to 
Tndiana in the spring of 1854, but returned to this county in the 
spring of 1858, and has sinee heen a resident of May township. 
Since 1864 his home has been on seetion thirty-six. He has one 
hundred and ninety acres of Jand. He is a gentleman in whom 
the people of May township seem to have every confidence as to his 
business ability and persona] integrity. On the adoption of town- 
ship organization, he was chosen eolleetor of the township, and 
served in that eapacity for seven years. Since leaving the collec- 
torship, from 1878 to the present time, he has been assessor. In 
his political sympathies he was a whig, and cast his first vote for 
president for General Harrison, in the eelebrated log cabin and 
hard cider campaign of 1840, Tle has been a republican since the 
organization of the party, though in county and township elections, 
he has often voted independently of party affiliations, For twenty 
years he has been a subscriber and reader of the New York 
Tribune, and bas kept himself well-informed on the topies of the day. 
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JOHN SMITH. 


Amonc the old settlers of May township, was Thomas Smith, 
whose portrait appears at the head of this sketeh. He was born in 
England on the sixth day of June, 1811. He emigrated to Ameri- 
ca in June, 1844, and soon afterward came to Christian eounty. 
He settled on a farm on the edge of the Flat Branch timber, in 
section 15, May township, where he lived till the time of his death. 
He came to this county poor, and by dint of hard work and rigid 
economy, he managed to heeome the owner of a valnable farm, and 
to aceninnlate a competence. He was full of energy, and had ex- 
cellent business capacity. He filled the office of justice of the 
peace for twenty-six years, and the good common sense and sound 
judgment he displayed in this position, gave the people of the 
township confidenee in him as an able business man, and an im- 
partial magistrate. He also, for a long number of years, filled the 
office of township treasurer. He was a man very reserved in his 
disposition, and said little about his own business affairs, even to 
those with whom he was best acquainted. As far as his dealings 
with his fellow-men were coneerned, he was scrupulously honest, 
and no imputation was ever breathed on his integrity. He was an 
ardent democrat in politics. He died in January, 1877. 

Joun Sarria, who now lives on the farm in May township, on 
which his father formerly resided, was born at Stoke, Lancashire, 
England, on the 18th of April, 1838. The maiden name of his 
mother was Elizabeth Jane Cooper. John was next to the oldest 
of a family of four children. He eame to America in 1844, and 


was raised in the neighborhood of Griggsville, in Pike county, in 
this state. Irom the time he was eight years old he was obliged to 
work for his own Hving. Fora year and a half, he had his home 
with a man uamed Wim. Pine, in Pike connty. In the fall of 1849, he 
went to Naples and was employed in a hotel there for some months. 
His home was in the vicinity of Jacksonville from 1850 to 1855. 
During 1852 and 1855, he carried the mail between Jacksonville 
and Brighton. He was then a boy of fourteen or fifteen. The 
distance between the two places was fifty-five miles, and he made 
the round trip once a week, most of the time on horseback. His 
route was through Greenfield, Khoads Point (where is now the 
town of Medora) and Piasa. He was often obliged to ride late at 
night to reach his stopping places, to cross streams when they were 
dangerous from being swollen by reeent rains, and altogether the 
duty was not so pleasant as might be imagined. When he first 
went to Jacksonville he worked for six bits a week, and when he 
earried the mail he received eight dollars a mouth. For two years 
he worked on the farm of Anthony Thornton, ten miles sonth of 
Jacksonyille. 

dn 1855, he went to Brown county. He was then seventeen. He 
there learned to ehop. Le mastered the art of handling an axe as 
well as most nen. He principally followed getting out rails and 
staves. (me of the first eontraets he made was to clear and fence 
a ten-aere tract of land and to pay fifty dollars cash for a horse, 
The other party to the arrangement had, of eonrse, the best of the 
bargain, but Mr. Smith went to work, cleared off the timber, and 
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got out twenty-nine hundred rails. He already had thirty dollars, 
and the remaining twenty, with which to make the cash payment, 
he earned by chopping cord wood in the Ulinois bottom. The 
horse was dearly earned, but it was the first step in the way of 
making his own living, The next summer he earned a second 
he had two 


horse by working for an nnele. In January, 1s. 
horses clear, but not a nickel in money, and only clothes enough to 
keep him warm, Tle next arranged with another man to rent land 
and raise a crop in partnership, but this agrcement was not earried 
out, ud Mr Siith worked from Mareh to June, receiving for his 
labor only fifteen dollars. In 1859, he raised a small erop, but 
was principally employed in making staves, Tle rented land in 
Pike county, in 1860, which he tarmed for two years, and theu 
lensed an adjoining farm. By January, 1564, he had saved three 
hundred dollars iu money and owned beside four head of horses, 
sixteen head of cattle, and other stock and farming utensils. He 
then determined to buy land, aud paid half down for cighty acres 
whieh he purchased for six hundred dollars, Only eighteen acres 
were cleared; the rest was timber. He had it all paid for at the 
end of the year. 

On the 10th of April, 1864, he married Ruth Jane Kaylor, who 
died on the thirteenth of April, 1875. In 1866, he bought an addi- 
tional 160 acres. When not busy on the farm he was hard at work 
in the timber, getting out rails and ties, hauling them sixteen miles 
to the railroad, and working all day and sometimes late into the 
night. .As soon as he had means, he bought another 110 acres. By 
hard work he managed to accumulate considerable property, and 
was known as an industrious, energetic and prosperous man. His 
second marriage was on the 7th of November, 1875, to Sarah E. 
Lane, whe was born in Adams county. In April, 1878, after his 
father’s death, Mi. Smith moved on his father’s old thrm, in May 
township. ITe is now the owner of 710 acres of land —360 in May 
tuwuship, and the balance in Adams county. He is a man who has 
mide his way through the world by his own energy, He began lite 
with nothing, and by industry managed to plaee himself’ in com- 
fortable circumstances previous to his father’s death, and to show 
that he was competent to make his own way in the world. THe has 
had seven children, tive by his first and two by his seeond marriage. 
Two by his first marriage are dead, one of whom, Tllen Catharine 
Jemima Smith, was eight years old when she died, and a child of 
unusual brightness, whose death made a vaeant place in the family 
circle hard to be filled. The other, Arthur, died in infaney. The 
namés of the ehildren living are Lydia Wlizabeth, George Thomas, 
John Wilkam, Orpha Myrtle, and Virgil Arnold. He has always 
been a democrat in politics. 


WILLIAM MM. LEACTI 


Was born in Staflord county, Virginia, within twelve miles of 
Fredericksburgh, July 9, 1852. Ilis grandfather, James 1. Leach, 
came from England, and settled in Virginia, hetore the evolution- 
ary war, Tle had heen a sailor, and during the Nevolution, served 
in the American navy. Philemon M. Leach, the father of the sub- 
ject of this sketch, was born in Prince William county, Virginia, 
and during the war of 1812, was one of the torce raised to defend 
Washington City from the attack of the British, After returning 


from the army, be marricd Mary, daughter of George Curtis, of 


Stafford county, Virginia, who was an Englishman by birth, and 
had been a soldivr ol the Revolution. My. Leach was the seventh 
of a family of ten ehildren. In 1859, his father moved to Perry 
county, Ohio. There Mr. Leach was principally raised. He at- 
tended school, working through the mysteries of calculations in 
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pounds, shillings, and pence, in the old Pike's arithmetic, and ob- 
tained a fair education. Te learned the trade ofa potter. Tu 
154, he came to Indianapolis, Indiana, and after working at his 
trade about eighteen months, went to farming, four miles north-east 
of that city. April 28, 1806, he married Minerva J. Gresh, a na- 
tive of Wayne county, Indiana 9 In 1857, he removed t) Fayette 
county, Uinvis, and in 189%, came to this county. His first wife 
haying died in I874, he was married, on the o1st of August, 1875, 
to Mrs. Magvie Irion, widow of Dr. Silas Irion, formerly of Mor- 
risunville, TIer maidez name was Stout, and she was born in 
Greene county of this state. Mr. Leach was raised a democrat, but 
of Jate vears has occupied an independent position in polities, be- 
hheving that the niost good ean, perhaps, be aceomplished, by each 
man voting for the hest candidate for public office, irrespeetive of 
the political party to which he belongs, 


JOHN W. ALLSMAN 


Is anative of Jessamine county, Kentucky, and was horn on the 
twenty-ninth of November, 1828, the seventh of a family of four- 
teen children of Aaron and Elizabeth ‘Logue) Allsman. Andrew 
Allsman, grandfather of the subject of this sketeb, emigrated from 
Germany, first settling near Allegheny, Pennsylvania, and then 
moved te Kentucky, where he was a pioneer settler, He took part 
in many of the contliets which cecurred “on the dark and bloody 
ground,” and his oldest son, Andrew Allsman, was killed in one of the 
Indian battles. About 1853 he moved to Sullivan eounty, Indiana, 
where he lived the balance of his life, dying at the green old age of 
one hundred and seventeen. Ile was a man of remarkable physical 
strength, and made a full hand in the harvest field when over one 
hundred years old. Tle and his wife lived together seventy-five 
years to a day. 

Aaron Allsman, father of John W. Allsman, was born in I<en- 
tucky ; was married in 1815; moved to Indiana in 1830 and to Il- 
linoix iu 1849. He settled on the farm now occupied by his son in 
Christian county, entering the land, April tenth, 1850. He died in 
October, 1865, surviving his wite three days. He was also a man of 
wonderful strength, and when sixty-tive, at the town of’ .Assumption 
he litted with case a barrel of molasses from the tloor, Both he and 
his wife were members of the Methodist church. Of his family 
only tour sons and one daughter are now living. 

Jobn W. Allsman spent his early life in Indiana, and had limited 
opportunities for getting an education. He is, however, well in- 
tormed on the current topics of the day, March the twenty-eighth, 
1852, he marricd Miss Frances T. Cook, danghter of Thomas Cook. 
She was born in the state of Arkansas. From this union eight 
children have been horn, two of whom are now deceased. Four 
sons and two daughters are vow Hying, The second son is mar- 
ried, and a resident of Villmore county, Nebraska. Mr. Allsman 
was in early lifea Whig. He joined the Republican party on its 
organization, and has been one of the stanch Republicans of that 
county. During the late rebellion the Union eause did not have 
a stronger supporter. His first vote for President was cast for Seott 
in 1852. Ile voted twice for the immortal Lincoln and twice 
for Grant. When he came to this eounty he only had three dollars 
in money, but with indefatigable industry and energy he kept on 
adding little by little to his original possessions, till now he has a 
tarm of three hundred aeres, a view of which is shown elsewhere. 
Ile is essentially a self-made man, and takes pride in assisting 
the development and growth of his adopted county. We take 
pleasure in presenting his name as one of the representative eiti- 
zens of May township. 
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Is one of the representative young business mien 
of this county. He was born in Cass county, of 
this state, July the twentieth, 1856. His parents, 
Philip Weiser and Margaretta Dexheimer, were 
both natives of Germany. His father was three 
years old on coming to America; he first hved in 
Pennsylvania ; afterward settled in Cass eounty, 
Illinois, and in 1870 removed to Christian county, 
and now owns a fine farm of over four hundred 
acres in Stonington township. 

The subject of this sketch is the oldest of 
a family of seven children. He lived in Cass 
county till fourteen years of age. At the age of 
sixteen he became a clerk in the store of Kuder 


Bros., at Taylorville, where he remained three 
28 


years, After spending a year at the Commer- 
cial College at Springtield, he returned to Tay- 
lorville, and for about six months was employed 
in the store of Marblestone Bros. In september, 
1879, he bought out the store at Willey’s Station, 
formerly kept by Charles Hall, and has since 
been earrying on a general mercantile business, 
and is the proprietor of the only store at Willey’s. 

He also acts as post-master, and as station 
agent for the Wabash, St Louis and Pacifie Rail- 
way. He has likewise been engaged in dealing 
in grain. Mr. Weiser, though still a young man, 
has made a good business record. A picture of 
his store appears on another page, and his por- 


trait heads this sketch. 
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Mrs. SUSANNAIT BUGG. 


Amowe the old settlers of May township is Mrs. Susannah Bagg, 
who has been a resident of the county since February, 1839. She 
was born in the East Riding of Yorkshire, near Hull, on the tenth 
of August, 1812. Ter maiden name was Peck. Ter father was 
named Simon Peek, and her mother’s name before marriage was 
Jane Routledge. She was the next to the oldest of a family of ten 
children. she was married on the twenty-seventh of February, 
1833, to Joseph Buyg, who was born on the twelfth of March, 1810, 
at Levan, in the East Riding of Yorkshire. In June, 1834, Mr. 
and Mrs. Bugg sailed for America. They landed at (Quebee, in 
Canada. The winter of 1834-5 was spent in the vicinity of Toronto, 
Mrs. Bugg having relations in that part of Canada, In May, 1850, 
Mr. and Mrs. Bugg eame to Indiana, and settled on a farm three 
miles north-east of Terre Haute. In February, 1859, they came to 
this county. 


Their tirst settlement was in section four of May township, north 
of the Flat Branch, on the farm recently belonging to Henry Tan- 
ner. Their location was on the prairie, half a mile distant from 
the timber. .At that time all the settlements in May township were 
along the timber, and the Bugg family was the ouly one which bad 
ventured out on the prairie. The whole south-eastern part of the 
township was an uncultivated prairie, which people in those days 
had little expected would develop into the fine farms which now 
may be seen in that part of the county. After living five years 
north of the tinther, they meved to a tract of land in seetions four- 
teen and twenty-three. This was in the year 1844. At that date 
there was no settlement on the prairie in their neighborhood. For 
eighteen miles the prairie extended toward the east without a single 
house or improvement of any kind. People wondered at their 
choosing the prairie for a residenee, when they might have located 
in the timber. JJerds of deer were a frequent sight. Wolves were 
abundant and troublesome, filling the night with their howling, and 
earrying away pigs and fowls, which had ventured too great a dis- 
tance from the house. The health of different members of the 
family also suffered, each having serious attacks of the chills and 
fever. The horses and cows also died, and Mr. and Mrs. Bugg 
almost wished that they had remained in Old England, or at least 
were back at their former home in Indiana. Mr. Bugg improved 
a furm of three hundred and eighty acres, and died May the tenth, 
1865. He was aman of quiet disposition, attended to his own pri- 
vate business aflairs, and was a good eitizen of the township. For 
a number of years he was a member of the Methodist Church. He 
had eight children: Richard, who died at the age of sixteen; John 
Thomas, who is now farming in this county; William Bugg, one of 
the farmers of May township ; Simon, who died in intaney ; George 
T., whose death oceurred at the age of twenty; Joseph R., who is 
farming in May township; Edward, and Henry, who died at the 
age of nine months. 


Edward Bugg, who is sow living on the old homestead, a view of 
which is shown elsewhere, was born on the thirty-first of March, 
1848, on the same farm on which he now lives. His edueation he 
received in the schools of May township. Ie was married on the 
tenth of February, 1875, to Christina Bailey, daughter of M. 8. 
Bailey. She was born in Oneida county, New York, and at the 
time of her marriage was living in Steuben county, in western New 
York. Iler grandiather came from Massachusetts, and was one of 
the original settlers of Oneida county, New York, locating there 
when the eountry was almost a wilderness. Mr. Bugg has always 
been a republican in polities. For three years he was collector of 
May township. 


J. ALONZO WADDLE 

Was born in Ohio eounty, West Virginia, October twenty-ninth, 
1849. His father, James Waddle, was born in Virginia, though of 
Trish descent. JTe married Ruth Morrison,and lived in Virginia 
till 1856, and then eame to this state, and settled on section twenty- 
two of May township. Tle dicd in January, 1879. His wife, mother 
of the subject of this sketch, had previously died in December, 1870. 
James Waddle was a man whe began lite with no capital. He was 
industrious, and managed tv accumulate sufficient money to bny, 
on coming to this state four hundred acres of improved prairie land 
in May township, In politics he was Republican. He belonged 
to the United Presbyterian denomination, and for a number of 
years was one of the members of the Spring Creek church in May 
township. He had many excellent traits of character, aud served 
as collector and treasnrer of May township. 

J. Alonzo Waddle was the fourth of nine children. He was 
seven years old when he came to this county. In the spring of 
1870 he began farming for himself on section twenty three of May 
township. October twenty-seventh, 1870, he married Jane E. 
Henry, who died on the twenty-second of Mareh, 1872. lis second 
wife was formerly Miss Anna R. Fulton, a native of Mereer county, 
Pennsylvania. Ter father, W. K. Fulton, on coming to this state, 
settled in Mercer eounty. Her marriage to Mr. Waddle took place 
on the fourth of February, 1875, 


REV. D. M. McBRIDE, 


Pasror of the Stonington Baptist church, was born in Montgom- 
ery county, Pennsylvania, Deeember 31st, 1849. On his father’s 
side his ancestors were of Seoteh descent, and for two or three gene- 
rations had been residents of the state of Delaware. His father, 
David MeBride, was boru in kent county, Delaware, and married 
Hannah Taylor, who was born in England, and who, on coming 
with her father to America, settled at Gloucester, N. J. David 
McBride lived for a time on a farm in Montgomery county, Penn- 
sylyania, and then moved to Kent county, Delaware. Here the 
subject of our sketch was principally raised. From eleven to 
seventeen he was alternately engaged as a sailor and a soldier. 
rom December, 1864, to September, 1865, he served in the 213th 
Pennsylvania regiment, having enlisted at the age of fifteen. Ile 
first came west in 1868, but returned to Delaware, and in the fall 
of 1870, entered the Wyoming Institute, at Wyoming, Delaware, 
in whieh he was a student for nearly two years. Leaving school in 
February, 1872, he came west, and was first employed mn teaching 
music in Jersey county. April 20th, 1878, he married Mary Bel- 
lamy, a native of Greene county,and daughter of David Bellamy. 
This marriage took place at Stonington, and he afterward went to 
farming in Stonington township. August 16th, 1873, he was or- 
dained a minister of the Baptist denomination, and installed pastor 
of the Providencé church, in Stonington township, of which he had 
charge for two years. For eighteen months he was pastor of a 
Baptist chureh near Oconee, in Montgomery county. He took 
charge of the Stonington Baptist church in the spriug of 1873. 
Till the spring of 1880 he resided on his farm in Stonington town- 
ship, but at that date moved to the Stonington church. He has 
four children. 


TOM C. PONTING. 


Tom C. Ponxtixe, one of the leading stock meu of Christian 
county, was born near Radstock, in Somersetshire, England, on the 
26th of August, 1820. His father, John Ponting, was a eattle 
grazer. The Ponting family is of Norman origin, and came over 
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to England at the time of the Norman conquest. His mother, Ruth 
Sherne, came from a Saxon family. Tom, as he was christened, 
was the third of nine children, of whom eight are now living. 
Three came to America. John settled in Knox county, Ohio, and 
is now one of the representative citizens of that part of that State. 
Another brother, William, died in this country. The father carried 
on a business of some magnitude in Eagland, but some of his enter- 
prises proving disastrous, Tom, at the age of seventeen, determined 
to come to America. 

This was in the year 1847. The first winter after coming to this 
country was spent at Columbus, Ohio. In 1845 he went to Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin, and for a few months sold cattle fur a firm at 
that place. He then resolved to go into business on his own 
account. He had brought one hundred and twenty-five dollars 
from England, which, with forty-five dollars that he had afterward 
earned, covstituted his whole capital. His first investment was 
forty-five dollars in a mare, which he traded for nine heifers. The 
heifers he drove to Milwaukee and sold for nincty dollars cash. 
This was his first speculation. He was cousidered an excellent 
judge of cattle and stuck even at that age. He then went to buy- 
ing stock, camped out, and carried his camp before him on horse- 
back as he moved from place to place. In 1849 he came to East- 
ern Central Illinois to purchase cows and ealves. He camped out 
at Champaign, then an open plain withont any inhabitants on the 
surrounding prairie. He sold the calves and lean cows to emi- 
grants, and the fat cows to butchers. His means were still limited. 
He and his partner were without a wagon. Ht was an easy matter 
to pick np a calf, carry it on ahead horseback, and by this means 
get their purchases together. He came to this county in 1850 to 
purchase cows for the Milwaukee market. There were no banks at 
that time, and the money to pay for their cattle, in big Mexican 
silver dollars, was carried in shot bags across their saddles. An 
old wagon covered with cotton drilling, and two yoke of oxen, con- 
stituted their outfit. At night a good place was selected to pitch 
their tent and they camped out. In those early times they found 
the settlers through the State sociable and hospitable, and at the 
farm-houses a merry time was often had. The evenings were some- 
times spent in music and dancing. 

In 1858 he started out through Missouri, Arkansas, and thence 
down through the Indian Territory into Texas. That was a wild 
country in those days. Northern Texas contained few settlements, 
and the country was not as familiar as it has since heen made by 
the opening up of railroad communication. In passing through 
the Indian nation they met few evidences of civilization. Among 
his experiences was that of sleeping one night in a pigeon-roost, 
which he left the next morning at daybreak to find a hut in which 
an Indian had his habitation. He was, of course, unacquainted 
with the Indian vernacular, hut managed by signs to make it plain 
that he wanted something to eat. He was served up with a dish 
of “tomsee-shofa,” a mixture of cow's liver and lights and corn. 
It was placed before him in a wooden bowl. The point of a cow's 
horn answered for a spoon. He tendered a two dollar and a-half 
gold piece in payment. When the old Indian received it he laughed 
all over, but gave back no change. 

Texas herds were then wide between. They succeeded in gath- 
ering together three hundred and fifty steers and forty-five horses, 
which they drove into Hlinois and fed for a time on the farm on 
which Mr. Ponting now resides. This was the first experiment in 
Texas cattle, none having previously been seen in this country. In 
June the eatile were started for New York. An old ox with a bell 
was led ahead, and the strangers from Texas followed behind. At 
the Wabash the ox was placed in a ferry-boat, and ferried over, 


and the steers swam across in good order behind. At Muncietown, 
Indiana, they were shipped on board cars. They created a great 
sensation on their arrival in New York. Their long horns fixed 
attention, and people said, “They must be lowa cattle,” knowing 
they must have come from some distant point. and Lowa at that 
time being far off and little known. When it was discovered that 
they were from Texas, people were astonished. Solon Robinson in- 
terviewed Mr. Ponting, and published a long account of their first 
experiment with Texas cattle, in the New York Tribune. The 
next vear, 1855, begau the great rush to Texas for cattle, and the 
trade in long horns has been kept up ever since. 

In September, 1856, he married Margaret, daughter of Michael 
Snyder. Her father ix one of the oldest settlers of Prairieton town- 
ship, and a history of his life is found elsewhere. Mr. Ponting was 
born in this county on the Ist of September, 1839. Up to the year 
1857 Mr. Ponting had succeeded in a financial way remarkably 
well, but when the crash of 1857 came it swept away all his means 
and left him twenty thousand dollars worse off than nothing, it 
being necessary lor him to pay out both his own and his partner’s 
liabilities. But his nature was not such as to readily give way to 
disaster, and he set resolutely to work to repair his broken fortunes. 
He had good friends, and people seemed never to doubt his honesty. 
In a few years he placed himself square on his feet again. During 
the war of the rebellion, when prices rose and opportunities were 
offered for making money rapidly, he was not in a situation to em- 
bark in enterprises of any considerable magnitude. He was 
advised to take advantage of the bankrupt act, but he and his wife 
considered that they would prefer paying their obligations, which 
they did, at last, successfully. 

For a considerable number of years he handled Texas cattle, but 
during the last two or three years has devoted his attention to 
Colorado, Oregon, and Montana stock. During the last tbree 
years he has been breeding short horus, and among his herd are a 
number of as fine cattle as can be found in the United States. He 
was raised in a part of England abounding in Hereford cattle, and 
has always retained a great admiration for that stock. Until 
within the last few years no Herefords could be found in this State. 
In 1879 Mr. Ponting introduced the stock in this part of WHnois. 
He believes that they will be found superior to short horns, making 
more pounds of beef to a less quantity of corn. His farm consists 
of eleven hundred acres. He and his wife have three children: 
Jessie A., Theophilus W., and Everett A. He was originally a 
whig, and is now a republicau. He is a man, however, on whom 
party ties sit lightly, and he frequently votes independent of party 
considerations. Thongh of foreign birth he is a genuine American 
in his sentiments. Ile has a great admiration for this country, and 
believes that it offers the finest business opportunities, and the best 
chances for development, of any land on the face of the earth. 


NICHOLAS SANDERS, (J)Eceasev). 

NicHoOLas Sanpers, who died on the twenty-second of September, 
1878, was one of the pioneer settlers and leading citizens of May 
township. Tle was burn at Hopkinton, Rhode Island, on the seventh 
of April, 1805. The Sanders family had been residents of New 
England from an early period, and was known for its strict tem- 
perance principles. Several members of the family advocated total 
abstinance—a very unusual thing in those days, when everybody 
oceasionally indulged in the use of intoxicating drinks. Nicholas 
Sanders was one of thirteen children, twelve of whom grew te ma- 
turity, married, and had families. His father was named Wilham 
Sanders, and his mother’s name before marriage was Nancy Vinson. 
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About the year 1512 his father bought Jand at Voluntown, Connec- 
ticut, moved to that locality, where he followed farming, and earried 
on a saw and urist-mill. There the subject of this sketch was prin- 
cipally raised. Ile obtained a good business education in the eom- 
mon schools of Connecticut. On the twenticth of February, [S25, 
he married Sarah Douglass, who was horn at Voluntown, Connee- 
ticut, June the thirtieth, 1804, the daughter of Wilham Douglass 
and his wife Ruth, whose maiden name was Wilkinson. Wer great- 
grandfather came to America trom Jreland and settled in New Eng- 
land, After his marri 


ue Mr. Sanders engaged in farming, which 
he principally followed til] his removal to Hlinois. 

He came to this state in the vear 1837, and settled on section one 
of the present May township. TLis first residence was ina log cabin, 
at the point of the timber, and his residence was afterward in the 
same vicinity till the termination of his Hte. He came to Mlinois 
most entirely without means. 
land betore leaving Connecticut, and had beside barely sufficient 


We had paid for cizhty acres of 


funds to pay for the removal to this state of the small amount of 
goods which constituted his only personal property. Tle devoted 
his attention toward improving his land. About the year 1591 he 
opened a store Ina small way, laid ina limited stock of woods, and 
began the business of merchandizing. [He carried on this store for 
about eighteen years. As the county beeame settled he gradually 
built up a large trade, and annually sold large quantities of goods, 
At that time Old Stonington was a place of considerable importance, 
and the centre of a large trade which, since the building of the rail- 
roads, has been drawn to other localities, By reason of insuthcient 
means, he was obliged to commence the mereantile business in tt 
very modest manner, in a small frame building. Tle had no pre- 
vious experience at selling gouds, but the manifest honesty which 
characterized his dealings and lis constant endeavors to oblige his 
customers, caused a rapid increase in his trade, und he was soon 
compelled to enlarge his facilities, and add to his accommodations, 
Aeeordingly, he built the brick store which now stands adjoining 
his former residenee. In this building he carried on business for a 
considerable number of years, till his tailing health induced him to 
close out the business to other parties. He had inherited a vigorous 
constitution, and his health had generally been good, but he was 
struck with paralysis, and after a few years of fecbleness, died on 
the twenty-second of September, 1878. He had tive children. ‘The 
oldest, Sarah Louisa, died at the age of about eleven, a few weeks 
after the removal of the family to this state. The two sons of this 
gentleman, N, D. Sanders and J. 1. Sanders, are now residing in the 
vieinity ef Old Stonington. One of the daughters, Lydia L., 
is the wife of C. T. Chapman, and the other, Julia 1, married 
Alfred Briggs. 


Asa merchant and business man, Mr. Sanders bore a reputation 
which for honesty and integrity has not been excelled by that of 
any other citizen of this county, During the long number of years 
in which he had business relations with hundreds of people, friends 
and strangers, no imputation of dishonesty was ever breathed 
aginst his character. He was oue of those men of whom it could be 
truthfully said, “ His word is as good as his bond.’ lis veracity 
was unquestioned. Tle possessed considerable determination of 
character, and generally aceomplished what he set out to do. His 
early life was in the days of the old whig and demoeratie parties. 
Ve was a member of the whig organization, and usually supported 
its vandidates, Te was opposed to slavery as a matter of principle, 
and was one of the first to connect himself with the republican party 
on its organization. During the war of the rebellion, Christian 
county knew no stronger union man, nor one whose heart beat more 
devotedly for the maintenance of the union and the preservation of 


our common country. Fora number of years he was a justice of 
the peace, and alxo acted as post-master at Old Stonington. 

His religions and moral character ean well be spoken of in terms 
uf the highest praise. 


Te was a strong advocate uf the temperance 
cause, and exemplified the benetits of that cardinal virtue in his 
daily life. From the year 1830 he had been a member of the Bap- 
tist Church. Te was one of the founders of the Stonington Church, 
and among its most active aud influential members. He was chari- 
table and benevolent, and was always foremost in the support of 
every good object and religious enterprise. One year he supported 
a missionary at his own expense, and during the same time paid 
one-fourth of the support of the pastor of the Stonington Church. 
By a provision of his will he lett two thousand dollars, the interest 
on which is to be used for the support of some missionary minister 
of the Baptist denomination in Christian county. These facts speak 
of the sincerity of his religiou better than words can do. His death 
was lamented by a large cirele of friends and neighbors. His re- 
mains now repose in the Old Stonington Cemetery, where his last 
resting-place ix marked by a suitable monument, which his friends 
have crected to his memory. 


Ve Oe EISEN: 

Mr. Baker, one of the farmers of May township, was born in 
Hardin county, Kentucky, October 19th, 1858, and is the son of 
William Baker and Caroline Utterheck. When five years old his 
father moved to Richland county, Iinois, where the subject of this 
sketch lived till he was eighteen years cf age, when he came to 
shelby county, and worked tor a couple of years near Moweaqua, 
Ie then came to May township, in Christian county. In 1861 he 
went back to Richland county. December Ist, 1861, he enlisted in 
Company C., 63d Regiment Mlinois Infantry. For over two years 
he was on detached serviec, and stationed at Cairo, where he was 
on police duty. He rejoined his regiment at Huntsville, Alabama, 
just before General Sherman started out on his famous march from 
Atlanta to the sea. W]e accompanied Sherman tbrough Georgia 
and other southern states, and arrived at Goldsboro, North Caro- 
lina, just as the suuthern confederacy was falling to pieces and the 
war was closing. We was discharged at Goldsboro, April 9th, 
5, and reached Washington the morning of the day, on the 
night of which, Lincoln was assassinated. He returned to Chris- 
tian county. He was married! August 2th, 1867, to Mary IL. 
Keiser, Mrs. Baker was born Apri] 22d, 1838, in Fayette county, 
Kentucky. Her father, James L. Keiser, was born at Lexington, 
Kentacky, and married Abigail Stipp; he then moved from Ken- 
tucky to Christian county, in March, 1853, and settled on a farm 
in section two of May township, on which he lived till his death, 
Mareh 19th, 1866. Mr. Keiser was one of the substantial farmers 
of May township; he came to the county with but little means, and 
began life with nothing on which to rely except his own industry. 
He acenmulated considerable property, and when he died owned 
six hundred aud eighty acres of land, beside other property. He 
was a good business man, industrious, and a good trader. In early 
life he had been a whig in politics, and was afterwards a democrat. 
He was a man of excellent character. Mrs. Baker was the third 
of seven children. After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Baker began 
farming where they now liye, on section fifteen, in May township, 
on one of the earliest improved farms in that part of the county. 
They haye two children, Vincent August and Anna Victoria. Mr, 
Baker has been independent in politics, and has generally voted for 
the best man for the offiec. THis first vote for president was cast 
for Lincoln, in 1860. Ile is known as a good business man, and to 
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a considerable extent has been engaged in feeding cattle and 
trading in stock. 


ROBERT A. HAZLETT. 


Rosert Hazcvett, grandfather of Mr. Hazlett, came from Ire- 
land and settled in North Carolina before the Revolutionary war. 
Chandler Hazlett, his grandfather's brother, was a -oldier in the 
Revolution. He wax wounded at the battle of Bunker 1Hill, and 
there is still preserved in the family a book which he picked up as 
he crawled off that hotly contested field. My. ILazlett’s father, 
John Hazlett, was born in North Carolina, moved to what is now 
West Virginia, and from there to the state of Ohio, He mar- 
viel Nancy Patton, in Gallia county, Ohio, February 7th, 
1817. In 1819 he moved to Mercer county, West Virginia, on the 
opposite side of the Ohio river. In 1827, he came to IIlinois. 
Robert A. Hazlett was horn eight miles below Gallipolis, in (rallia 
county, Ohio, on the 29th of October, 1817. He was cighteen 
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HIS township comprises town twelye north, range two 
west, and lies directly south of Taylorville. A large 
portion of the territory is prairie, which remained un- 

: occupied for many years after the organization of the 

county. A few settlers with log cabins and small improvements— 

graced the linings of the timber at an early day. The south-east 
corner of the township extended over the South Fork into the Buek- 
cye settlement. This section and that part of it bordering along 

Brushy Branch on the west side were the first settled with enter- 

prising farmers. But soon thereafter the prairie portion began to 

be settled rapidly, and now is one solid net-work of well improved 
farms. It is well watered by the South Fork of the Sangamon, and 
its atHuents. Its bottoms are covered with a rich growth of timber, 
amply sufficient for building purposes—fencing and fuel. The 


farmers direct their attention mostly to the raising of corn and feed- 
ing stock. The following comprises the names of some of the early 
settlers: John Z. Durbin, Jesse Hinkle settled on section 28th in 
1837, John Vinson, Abram Lantz, Wm. Durbin, Benj. Harris, 
Lemuel Raney, John C. Clark, Dr. J. H. Clark, Jeremiah Welch, 
Benj. Vinson, Samuel McKenzie, W. 5. Berry, Noel Rape, Samuel 
Angel, Johu Keller, J. W. Morgan, Henry Baker, Jacob Funder- 
burk, Joseph Dawson, Johu Bowman, Alex. Johnson, Henry Rape, 
Richard Johnson, Dr. U. C. MeCoy, A. J. Willey, Thos. E. Voss, 
Peter Brown, Samuel Large and J. H. Calloway. Most ofthese were 
residents of the township twenty-five years ago. At the organiza- 
tion of the county this whole territory wasin the “South Preeinct,” 
embracing Bear Creek, with their voting place at Jno. Z. Durbin’s 
residence on the W. 3 section 24—township 12—2 now the residence 
of John Dappard. This arrangement was only temporary. For 
many years thereatter the northern two-thirds was attached to the 
Taylorville Precinct, whilst the south third formed a part of “ Ne- 
yada” precinct. It thus remained till township organization was 
effected in 1866, when it was organized as Johnson Township. It 


months old when his father moved over to West Virginia, and ten 
when the family came to hnois. fis father settled in Sangamon 
county, four miles north-west from Springfield, and died January 
31, 1842. Ilis mother died March 2d, 1857. Mr. Wazlett was 
raised in Sangamon county. January 3d, 1839, he married Eliza- 
beth H. Steele, who was born in Christiaa county, Kentueky, April 
11th, 1821. In 1856, he settled in Met. Auburn township, in this 
county, where he lived till February, 1879, when he moyed to his 
present farm in May township. Mr.and Mis. Hazlett have had 
fourteen children, whose names are as follows: Rachel, now the 
wife of George T. Fagan, John, Naney J., who married Dayid Doy, 
Sarah Eliza, who married George Moler, Jaines Robert, George 
Francis, who died in 1865 at the age of fourteen, Virgil, Norman, 
Jasper and Martin, who died in infaney, Elizabeth, Lanra Bell 
and Vallandigham. My. Hazlett is now one of the oldest settlers 
ot this part of the state. He was first a whig, and since has been 
a democrat. He served a term as justice of the peace in Mt. Au- 
burn township, and was also once a collector of that township. 
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was tirst named Douglas, after the distinguished Ilinois statesman, 
but subsequently it was changed to the present name. 

At the first election of township officers April 5d, 1866, Tavuer 
13. Anderson was elected first Supervisor, and Samuel J. Shivers and 
Richard Culley were elected Justices of the Peace. The voting 
place was fixed at the residence of samuel J. Shivers, on the six- 
teenth seetion, being the most central for the convenience of its iu- 
habitants. Its pepulation, at the census of 1870, was 640—since 
which time it has imereased in population. At the Presidential 
election in 1876, there were 243 votes cast. It is strongly demo- 
eratic. 

“ Mound school-house,” one of the first built in the Buckeye 
prairie, upward of thirty years ago, is on the N. E. 1, section 35— 
in the south-east part of the township. On J. W. Brown's land there 
is a neat M. E. church building near the Bowman school-house, 
erected in 1874. The following are the first land entries as taken 
from the county records: January 9, 1856, Thomas Young, &r., Lot 1, 
N.E. } section 5, 80 acres; May 10, 1856, Jesse Murphy, N. 2 N. 
E. 3 section 6, 86.96 acres; May 18, 1856, Iiram Nountree, N. 3 
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N. E. } section 1, 78.60 acres. 


HALF ACRE, 


This once noted place had its location on the banks of the 
Sangamon, in the north-western corner of Johnson township, on 
the public road from Taylorville to Bear Creek. It was specially 
located on the N. W. 3 N. W. 1 section 8. Its proprietor was 
Edward Bradly, a genial son of the Emerald Isle, who purchased 
a half acre of ground and founded the town. To give it an air of 
business he opened a grocery store and saloon in the year 1556. 
The county court, impressed with its rising prospects, granted license 
to its proprietor to sell “spirituous liqnors for six months,” at the 
moderate charge of $25,—and the executing of a bond in the pen- 
alty of $500. It contained a steam saw-mill operated by Bell and 
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Christian; several log cahins were erected, and a few families located 
here soon after the town was established In time it became noto- 
rious as a place of dissipation and rowdyism, giving rise to the name 
“Tell’s Half Acre.” Tt was a halfway town fur those who were 
weary, passing to and fre from Bear Creck to Taylorville, and home- 
ward. A fight could be improvised at any hour to order. 

Surveys—The land in this township was originally surveyed by 
Wii. Gordon, Deputy U.S. Surveyor—returned and certified, Jan. 
2hth, 1819—Wim. Hector, Surveyor General. In the midst of a 
raging storm the saloon building and contents were struck by light- 
ning and burned. Soon the mill was removed, and now nothing 
remains to mark the spot where once stood the famous “ Iell’s 
Half Acre.” 

We subjoin a list of township officers : 

Supervisors.—T. B Anderson, elected 1866 ; 17. C. Johnson, 1867 ; 
W.. Berry, 1868; Benj. [oward, 1869, and re-elected 1870 and 
1871; William S. Berry, 1872, re-elected 1875 and 1874; C. T. 
Linxwiler, 1875; D. W. Johnsen, 1876, re-elected, and has con- 
tinued in the office ever since. 

Assessors.—S. J. Shivers, 1876, re-elected 1877; Moses Oller, 
1878; James L Lamb, 1879; Moses Oller, 1880. 


Collectors —Andrew J. Roper, elected 1866; James Lamb, 1867 ; 
Charles T. Linxwiler, 1868; Moses Oller, 1869 ; T. J. Locker, 1870; 
G. W. Shivers, 1871; T. J. Locker, 1872; Fuel. Marshall, 1873; 
C. LT. Linxwiler, 1874; Fuel. Marshall, 1875; Samuel Culley, 
1876; J.B. Foy, 1877; 8. T. Marshall, 1878; Fuel. Marshall, 
Us79; UL. N. Underwood, 1880. 


Town Clerks.—Enoch Fleming, 1876; G. J. Osborn, 1877, re- 
elected 1878; John DB. Foy, 1879, re-clected 1880. 


Commissioncrs of Highways.—J. U1, Hawkins, 1876; A. J. Wil- 
kerson, 1877, and D. A. Dunbar, 1877; Enoch Fleming, 1878; 
Wi. M. Coe, 1879; D. A. Dunbar, 1880. 


Constables.— Leander Scott and Joseph Dawson, elected in 1873; 
Thomas Howard aud Esaac Garsler, 1874; Stephen A. Brown, 
1876, re-elected 1877; W.8. Messenger, elected 1877; Adolphus 
Scott, 1878; M. C. Carpenter, 1879; M. C. Shivers, 1880. 


Justices of the Peace—Samuel J. Shivers and Richard Culley, 
elected in 1866; Richard Culley and Wm. Berry, 1870; Joseph C. 
Smith, 1871; Wm. H. Eves, 1874; Spencer M. Goodson, 1875; 
Wm. 11, lyes and S. M. Goodson, 1877; Joseph Dawson, 1878. 
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WILLIAM IL IVES, 


THE ancestors of this gentleman were early residents of Salem, 
Massachusetts. His grandfather, Capt. William Ives, was born in 
Salem, and, like most of the inhabitants of that ancient town, fol- 
lowed the sea for a livelihood. He waz one of the first American 
navigators to make the passage around the Cape of Good ILope 
after its discovery by the Dutch. William Ives, the father of the 
snbject of this sketch, lived in Salem from his birth, in the year 
1794, til] his death, in December, 1875. When a boy he learned 
the printing trade, and for half a century was the publisher of the 
Salem Observer, a paper which he founded when a young man, and 
which still has a vigorous and prosperous existence. Tle was also 
in the general hook-selling and publishing business, and the firm 
of W. & S. 2. Ives was the best known, and transacted the largest 
business, of any in that branch of trade in Essex county.  Wil- 
liam Ives married Lucey Gardner, who was born at Hingham, fif- 
teen miles from Toston, and was the daughter of Perez and Silence 
Gardner. ler father, Perez Gardner, at the beginning uf the rey- 
olutionary war, when eighteen years old, enlisted in the American 
army, and fought throughout the whole of the war with Great 

3ritain, taking part in several battles. He afterwards followed for 
many years the ocenpation of a bucket and box maker. 

William Hale Ives, the third of a family of eight children, ot 
whom seven are now living, was born at Sidem, Massachusetts, Jan- 
uary 17th, 1829. He was raised in his native town, and went to 
school to Benjamin Greenleaf, the author of Greenleaf"s Arithme- 
tie and other well-known mathematical works. When a boy he 
picked up the printer’s trade in his father’s office. In 1844, when 
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fifteen, he went to sea. He shipped as a boy before the mast in the 
old ship “ Exchange,” which carried a cargo of ice to the East 
Indies, said to be the first ice ever shipped to that part of the world 
as a commercial venture. The vessel touched at Calcutta, Bombay 
and other East Indian ports, and the whole voyage reqnired about 
ayear. His second yoyuge was on the “ Thomas Perkins,” the first 
American ship to enter the port of Aracan, from which place they 
proceeded to Singapore, Amoy, Manilla, Batavia and other ports in 
East India and China. At Manilla he was sick a considerable 
time with the small-pox. Another veyage was made to the ports of 
the Mediterranean ; while lying at Messina, an outbreak against 
the government occurred on shore, which resulted in great blood- 
shed and loss of life. Ile was one of the crew of a vessel which 
sailed from Boston to Vera Cruz at the close of the Mexican war 
to bring home a Massachnsetts regiment. Leaving the vessel at 
New Orleans, he came up the Mississippi and the Ohio to Cincin- 
nati. This was in 1848. He remained in Cincinnati only a short 
time, returned to New Orleans on a flat-boat, and, sailing from New 
Orleans to Boston in the ship “ Desdemona,” reached home on his 
twentieth birth-day. 

After the discovery of gold in California, he was one of a party 
of fifty who bought the schooner “ Civilian,” and sailed from Bos- 
ton in the fall of 1849 for the Pacific coast. He passed his twenty- 
first. birth-day off Cape Horn, and reached San Francisco in the 
spring of 1850. Heremained in California til] 1852. He followed 
mining six or seven months, most of the time at Salmon Falls. He 
made considerable money, but, like most miners in those California 
days, his money went as freely as it came. He left mining to go 
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into the office of the Placer Times, a newspaper published 
at Sacramento by Pickering & Lawrence. His first position 
was that of roller-boy, from whieh he was rapidly promoted to be 
manager of the paper. He was in San Francisco during the three 
great fires which devastated that city in 1850 and 1851. He 
made the voyage home from San Francisco to Boston in the ship 
Solacticns 

After trying the sea, mining and journalism, he was next ready 
to turn his hand to railroading. He was one of fifty young men 
sent out from Salem by David .A. Neal, vice president of the Th- 
nois Centra] railroad, to man the Illinois Central railroad on its 
opening up for business in this state. Me had charge for a year of 
the station at Monee, thirty-five miles south of Chieago. January 
17th, 1854, while at Monee, he married Mary Walker. She was 
born at Troy, New York, the daughter of J.S. Walker and Mary 
Lindsley, both natives of New Jersey. The father moved to Chi- 
cago in 1848. In the spring of 1855 Esq. Ives took charge of a 
department of the freight business of the Hlinois Central road in 
Chicago, and in 1856 engaged in the printing business in the same 
city. From September, 1856, till 1859, he lived in Cincinnati. The 
latter year he moved to New Orleans, and was employed in the 
Crescent office till the breaking out of the rebellion. TLe stayed in 
New Orleans as long as he thought it prudent for a Union man to 
remain, and a day or two after the fall of Fort Sumter left for the 
North on the “ A. O. Tyler,” the last steamer that made the voy- 
age of the Mississippi without interruption. 

Mrs. Ives’ father had moved to Christian county in 1857, and 
built a saw-mill in section thirty-three of Johnson township. On 
coming North, Esq. Ives, with his family, eame to this place, where 
he has since lived, except that occasionally he bas worked at the 
printing business in the Cineinnati Commercial office, of the print- 
ing department of whieh paper his brother-in-law, William Porter, 
was formerly manager. luring the last seven years he has resided 
continually in this county. Since 1873 he has filled the office of 
justice of the peace. He has been a meinber of the republican 
party since its organization. He has two children living, William 
and Raymond, and two deceased. His career has partaken more 
largely of adventure than that of most men, and his travels have 
extended to distant quarters of the globe. Mrs. Ives’ father, J. &. 
Walker, died in this county in 1866. 


WILLIAM &. BERRY—(DeEcEAsED). 


Mr. Berry was one of the old settlers of Johnson township. 
He was born on the 26th of February, 1826, in the state of Ken- 
tucky. His father died when Mr. Berry was a small child. After 
her husband's death his mother came with the children to IHinois, 
and settled in Montgomery county, near Hillsboro, where she mar- 
ried, as her second husband, Isaac Osborn. The family came to 
this state in 1828, when Mr. Berry was two years old. When he 
was ten or twelve his stepfather died, leaving the family without 
sufficient means of support. Being the oldest of’ the seven children, 
with which his mother was Icft after the death of her second hus- 
band, as soon as he was old enough he took charge of the family. 
In the fall of 1850 he eame to Christian county. The succeeding 
winter he lived with an uncle, in what is now Locnst township, and 
in the spring of 1851, having bought one hundred and sixty acres 
of land, he settled in Johnson township, on the place where he 
lived till his death, and where his widow still resides. He was mar- 
ried on the 19th of January, 1854, to Sarah A. Rape, who was 
born in Sangamon county, November 21st, 1831. Her father, 
Peter Rape, was born near Nashville, Tennessee; married Sarah 


Viles; emigrated to Illinois, and settled on Horse Creek, twelve 
miles south-east of Springfield, He was one of the pioneer settlers 
of Sanganion county. Mr. Berry owned a farm in Johnsou town- 
ship of two hundred and thirty-seven acres. Ife died on the 23d of 
January, 1875, He was a man ninch respected for his many good 
qualities as a neighbor and a citizen. He was elosely identified 
with the affairs of Johnson township, and filled several public 
offices, always with eredit to himself and to the satisfaction of the 
people. He was elected justice of the peace, but resigned after 
holding the office a short time; he represented Johnson township 
in the board of supervisors, and held that position at the time of 
his death, as he did also the office of township treasurer. Je had 
always been a democrat in politics, and was a member of the 
Masonic fraternity. Ife left three children. The oldest daughter, 
Mary N., married Henry Wilson, and is living in Johnson town- 
ship; George F., since 1876, has been a resideut of Texas; Ida J., 
the remaining child, married Oliver De Motte, and is living in 
Johnson township. Sinee her husband’s death Mrs. Berry has been 
managing the farm, with the exeeption of one year, when she re- 
sided in Taylorville. 


Wal GUN DERBURIG 

Mr. Fuxperperk is a native of Christian county. The family 
is of German deseent. Hs great-grandfather emigrated to this 
conntry, and settled in Tennessee. His grandfather, Henry Fun- 
derburk, was a soldier in the revolutionary war, and moved from 
Tennesse to Illinois in the year 18f4. He settled in Sangamon 
county on Horse creek, close to Cotton Hill, twelve miles south of 
Springfield. That part of Illinois was then wild and unsettled, in- 
habited by Indians, and the Funderburk family were among the 
early pioneer settlers. James Funderburk, the father of the sub- 
ject of this sketch, was born iu Tennessee, and was four years old 
on eoming to Illinois. He was married in Sangamon county to 
Nancy Nelson, who was also a native of Tennessee, and came to 
Illinois about the same time with the Funderburks. Her parents 
were from Scotland. Mr. Funderburk’s father moved from Sanga- 
mon to Christian county in the year 1838, and settled on the farm, 
where he has since lived, a mile and three-quarters west of Taylor- 
ville. During the sixty-six years he has lived in Illinois, he has 
only occupied three different locations. He and his wife are still 
living west of Taylorville, at an advanced age. 

W. T. Funderburk was born on the farm west of Taylorville, 
Febrnary 4th, 1840, and was raised in that part of the county. 
He was married on the 7th of November, 1861, to Sarah Ann 
Johnston, the daughter of Alexander Johnston, who settled in 
Johnson township, in the year 1854. © Mrs. Funderburk was born 
in Madison county, Ohio, After his marringe Mr. Funderburk 
went to farming for himself in Taylorville township, and in 1863 
moved to Johnsontownship. He has been living on his present farm, 
which lies in sections three, nine, and ten, since the year 1873. 
He built an attractive and substantial residence, a view of which 
appears on another page, among our illustrations. In polities Mr. 
Funderburk has always been a demoerat. He has adhered closely 
to that party, and has always voted for its candidates. His father 
is one of the oldest settlers of Christian county, and few men have 
lived in the state fora longer period, the date of his coming to 
Illinois reaching back four years before the admission of the state 
into the Union. 

SAMUEL LARGE 
Was born in Queens county, Ireland, within thirty miles of Dub- 
lin, July 14th, 1814. The family emigrated from Ireland to 
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Canada in 1824. 
in (Quebee three weeks after their arrival. 
lived in Upper Canada, near Niagara Falls, til 1528 
moyed to Monroe (now Noble: county, Ohio, The subject of this 
eketeh was married in 1840, to Ellen Guiler, who died in 1849. 
His second marriage occurred in December, 1850, to Maria Large. 
In T856 he came to Christian county. When he settled on the 
Buckeye prairie few improvements had been made in that portion 
of the county, and hetween his residence and Pana, twelve miles, 
there was uot a single house. Mr. Large is now one of the old 
residents of that part of the county. He was first a whig in 
politics, and has becn a republican since the organization of the 
party. For forty-six years he has been one of the members of the 
Methodist denomination, and was one of the founders of the Back- 
eye Church. He has nine children, all living in thix county. Tle 
is a man who has made his way iu the world by his own energy ; 
he began life by working for six dollars a month, and with 
the first ten dollars saved from his carnings he sceured the right to 
enter a torty acre tract of land in Ohio, and from this mall start 
has become one of the must substantial and thrifty farmers of this 


His father was taken sick on shipboard, and died 
The rest of the family 
Jand then 


county. 
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ENOCH FLEMING. 
Was born in Fayette county, of this state,on the 18th of December, 
1847. Wis father, Willis Fleming, was born in Tennessee, came to 
Vhnois about 1825, settled near Vandalia, married Naomi Van 
Winkle, and in 1852, removed to Sanganion county, three miles 
south-east of Springfield. In November, 1856, the family settled 
in Jobnson township of this county. Enoch Fleming was the fifth 
et a family of fifteen children. Le was nine years old on coming 
to this county. Ike was married on the 25th of December, 1873, to 
Martha E. Messenger, who was born at Alton, and was Hving in 


Montgomery county at the time of her marriage. She was the 
daughter of William Messenger. Mr. Fleming has taken an active 
interest in the affairs of Johnson township, and has been a warm 
democrat. [le was clected constable in 1869, and resigned the 
position two years afterwards. In 1873 he was choxen assessor. 
He was appointed town clerk to fill a vacaney in the early part of 
1875, and the spring of the same year was elected to the position, 
and re-clected in 1876. While town clerk he also held the office 
of township trustee. He was elected commissioner of highways in 
the spring of 1878, and since the fall of 1878 has been treasurer of 
Johnson township. The number of positions to which he has been 
eleeted shows the estimation in which he is held in Johnson township. 
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LL that portion of territory lying in the south-west- 
ern portion of the county, in its earlier history 
was called Bear Creek. Since that time, with the 
increase from emigration, it has been divided into pre- 
cincts and townships for the public convenience. A stream called 
Bear Creek, a tributary of the Sangamon, traverses it, and from it 
that portion of the county reecived its name. Tradition has it that 
in carly times bears abounded in this region, and that in a grand 
bear hunt one of the bruin tribe was killed on this water course, 
and that this circumstance gave rise to the name of the stream. 
This portion of the territory, before the organization of the county, 
belonged to aud formed a part of Montgomery county. Some of its 
officers, as Justices of the Peace, and Constables, were elected whilst 
under the jurisdiction of Montgomery county, Joseph P. Durbin 
and Richard Simpson were the two acting justices of the precinct, 
before whose courts nany a young couple were made happy at 
the Hymeneal altar; whilst others, offeuders of justice, were made 
to fect the stern rigors of a violated law. Bear Creek, ax organ- 
ized, constitutes congressional township 12 N., Range 3 W. 


EARLY SETTLERS. 

The first settlers of Bear Creek were Joseph ?. Durbin, 
James M. Logsdon, his brother-in-law, Nathan Painter, and 
old Grandfather Durbin, the father of Joseph P. Durbin, who, with 
their families, came in 1829. The year following came Sylvester 
Durbin, Nathan Durbin, and Philip Durbin. The “ well-digger,” 
old William Durbin and Thomas Durbin with their families. 
These pioneers found the county in its wild native state. The 
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grass and rank weeds grew higher than a man’s head; in the fall, 
when dry and on fire, presented at night a grand and magnificent 
sight. The fires were often destructive, sweeping in their path fences, 
houses, barns, and stacks of grain and hay. The deer and other 
wild animals could be seen fleeing before the lurid flames. In the 
earlier years grapes, plums, and other wild fruits were in great 
abundanee. Bee-trees afforded a bountiful supply of honey; it 
scemed truly that they had reached the “and flowing with milk 
and honey.” But it had its disadvantages; there were no schools, 
no churches, no milling facilities, no trading establishments, no 
blacksmith shops. To secure many of these necessaries and com- 
forts the settler had to travel many miles. These pioneers, who 
settled along Bear Creek, cleared smal] farms in the edge of the 
timber. At that period they did not realize the fact that the prai- 
ries could be successfully cultivated. But after a few years resi- 
dence this delusion was removed, and some of the more resolute 
pushed out on the prairies. Among them was Thomas Durbin, who 
first settled the Robert McCollum place. During the deep snow 
he would go into the timber and cut down large elm trees for 
his stock to browse upon, the stumps gf which were six or seven 
feet high, and which were visible for years afterward, and served as 
old land-marks of the depth of the snow on that memorable ocea- 
sion. The deer were driven in from sheer hunger, and often fed 
with the cattle. Nathan Durbin and old William Durbin subse- 
quently settled on the prairie, on the east side of Bear Creek, a 
short distance above Bond’s Point. There were other settlers on 
the west side of the creek. Of these may be mentioned Joseph P. 
Durbin, James Logsdon, Christopher Durbin and Nathan Painter. 
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The latter planted a row of peach trees on the west side, near E. 
T. Leigh’s present residence, nearly fifty years ago. Other carly 
settlers were Walter Clark and John Baker, who came in 1831; 
later Col. Thos. B. Bond, Gabriel R. Jernigan, Alfred Currie, 
Robert MeCollum, Lewis H. Jernigan, William Currie, whose wife 
was the mother of the Jernigans; William S. Ricks, Solomon 
Meads, and Hiram Glass, and Lewis Eliott in 1835-6. Thomas 
Anderson settled on Sec. 15, in March, 1837. The Anderson Log 
Church and old grave-yard were on this tract. <A little below it, 
in the ravine, was started the first distillery on Bear Creek. Win. 
C&R O. Warren came in 1838, This was an encouraging occa- 
sion to the new settlement. Bright as were their prospects the 
women folks were discontented and lonesome in their new homes, 
and were desirous to return to the older settlements. Their hus- 
bands promised to aveede to their wishes when they could sell their 
land for three dollars and fifty cents an acre. In this they felt 
secure; the want of postal and other conveniences for news, added 
not a little to their discontent. If they wanted to lear from their 
Keutucky or Tennessee friends, or inail a letter to them, they had 
only to ride down to the Alton post-office, about fifty miles. There 
were no greenbacks and less hard money in those days. 

Hiram Glass was a house-carpenter—a very necessary adjunet 
ina new settlement. He married Miss Nancy Currie, and survived 
the union but a few years, dying in 1842—his widow subseynently 
married James Phillips. These parties owned a farm a little dis- 
tance north-west of the present site of Palmer. Robert McColluin’s 
wife was formerly a Miss Margaret Jernigan. He died about three 
years after emigrating to the county. His consort was afterward 
twice married, and ts still living, and is known as the widow Mills. 
William Currie settled on John Baker's improvement some three 
niles north-west of the present village of Palmer. Hisson, Alfred 
Currie, improved a farm about a mile anda half north-west of 
Clarksdale. Subsequently Henry Elgan lived on the place. Col. 
Bond settled at a point of timber on See. 25; the plice is now 
owned by James M Simpson The farm was familiarly called 
Bond’s Point. At an early period the first po-t-office established 
on Bear Creek, was known by that name. It was a noted place fur 
the weary traveler to lodge; and its popular proprietor was equally 
noted for his generous hospitality. He too buried two wives in 
the old Bear Creek cemetery. His third wife was formerly a 
Miss Nuckols of Sugar creek, Sangamon county ; but when he mar- 
ried her she was the widow Graham. He moved to Sanganion 
county and settled at Auburn, and in December, [579, he was 
killed by an accident on the Chicago and Alton railroad, near Ber- 
dan in Greene county, Illinois. WilHam § Ricks, another pioneer, 
lived on Sec. 34, near the head of the Bear Creek timber. His 
“atch string ” was always out, and his home a notable stopping- 
place, and his hospitality nnbonnded. The farm is now owned by 
John Hawk, an old Virginian, Win. H. Graham, the former 
husband of the widow of the late Col. Bond, an early settler, was 
drowned in the South Fork, near “ Half Acre,’ on the 4th of 
July, 1844. The first child born on Bear Creek ‘outside of the 
Durbin connection) was Mary Currie, danghter of Alfred Currie. 
She became the wife of Edward Leigh. She was bern in Walter 
Clark’s cabin, on Christmas eve, 1835, when the families were all 
hnddled in one room. 

The first male child born was William A. McCollum, on the Ist 
of April, 1838. A good anecdote is related of two of these pioncer 
women. Mrs. Myra J. Bond, wife of the late Col. B., when she 
arrived in her new home, had but little coneeption of the responsi- 
bilities of housekeeping. She had been reared in a slave state ; 
knew nothing abont cooking, had never prepared a meal’s victuals in 
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her life. To be thrown thus on the wilds of the prairie, to cook 
and provide for her family, was a trving situntion And her neigh- 
bor, Mrs. Margaret McCollum, was not much more skilled in 
culinary matters. Neither of them had ever seen a squash, much less 
eooked one, before coming to Ulinvis The neighbors all bore testi- 
mony to the good qualities of this prairie vegetable ; they procured 
one from the tields and without any instruetion or preparation, went 
bravely to work to cook it. They knew it had to be baked, su they 
covered it np with hot ashes in the huge fire-place ; seeds and all 
in it, as it had grown, It was a new and novel plan in cooking 
squashes, but savored a little too much of the seeds and other 
trimmings. 

Apropos to Mrs. Mills’ story ut eooking is the anecdote related 
of several families of the Smith connection; who moved at an 
early day from “Ingianny.” and settled on the head-waters of 
Brush creek, Their principal oceupation for the first year or two, 
Was eating watermeluns and shaking with the ague They had 
neyer been accustumed to luxuries, and some of them had never 
seen, mitch less tasted coffee, and these women did not know how 
to make use of it. A peddler came along and sold Mrs. L. some 
cotive ; intent on a nice surprise to her husband, with this new 
dainty for his dinner, she put the whole purchase in the pot and 
boiled it with the beef! 

July 14th, 1832, Jesse Agee entered the first land in this town- 
ship, on 4. E. | N, E. | of seetion 9, 40 acres November 20th, 
1835, Mathew Newkirk entered] several hundred acres on different 
sections in the township. Thomas P. Bond entered S. W. | of 
section 34, 160 acres, December 9th, 1835. 


MILLS AND MILLING. 


The first settlers were greatly inconvenienced for the want of 
milling facilities; they had to go thirty or forty miles to mill; 
during the “deep snow ” they were cut off, and hemmed in on all 
sides. The improvised wooden mortar by which they crushed the 
corn, answered the purpose only temporarily ; corn meal was the 
inain staff of life. In this extremity, Esquire Juseph P. Durbin 
secured and dressed a pair of mill-stones, from two ‘lost rocks” 
found on the prairie, supposed to have been hurled from some nn- 
known planet. He then rigged up a horse-mill that did good 
service. It was one of the wonders of Bear Creek. The patrons 
of the miJl had to furnish their own motive power by hitehing on 
their own teams, 

Ii. O. and W. C. Warriner erected a saw mill on Bear Creek 
in 1838. It was located due west from Palmer, and was propelled 
by water-power. During the years 1858-9, a large amount of 
Inomber was sawed, and carted to Springfield, where a ready market 
was found. The mill was sold to Le Roy Hill, of Sangamon 
county, and by him to others. In 18-0, the dam was destroyed 
and never after repaired. 

The Warriners were the first merchants in the south-west part 
of the county. They first sold goods in part of Col. Bond’s new 
house ; afterwards built a small store-room on the banks of Bear 
Creek, where they sold goods while operating the mill. It was 
subsequently occupied by Joel Traylor as a dwelling. 

The first distillery in the county was established on Bear Creek, 
by John Baker in 1835. Te disposed of it to James Logsdon in 
1857, and Logsdon traded it to Esquire Joseph P. Durbin. It was 
first located in the ravine, on the east side of the ereek, close by 
the old log-church and grave-yard. But when it became the 
property of Esquire Durbin, he moved it across the ereek, near to 
his own residence. Its chief attractions were drinking, horse- 
racing, shooting matches afd general caronsing. 
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Early Preaching und Churches.-—As early as 1236, Rev. Richard 
Bird, of the Methodist denomination, Rev. Joel Knight and Rey. 
J. W. Bone, of the Cumberland Presbyterian Chureh, preached to 
the Bear Creek settlers. Revs. Isaae Haines, Henry F. Luckett, 
A.M. Wilson and Joseph Barlow, also preaehed at an early date. 
The first Protestant sermon preached in Bear Creek, was in the snm- 
mer of 1856, by Rey. Richard Bird, in a grove on Alfred Currie’ 
farm, lately owned by Henry Elgan. 

tev. Joel Knight was the first Cumberland Presbyterian preacher 
in this settlement, in 1837. The services were held in Col. Bond's 
eabin. Rev. A. M. Wilson and Rey. Trauber, of this faith, 
also preached in Col. Bond's eabin, in 1857-8. 

Rev. Richard Bird organized the first Methodist society in 1836, 
which was the first church organized in Bear Creek. 

Rev. Joel Knight effected a temporary organization of a C. P. 
Society in March, 1841, composed of six members, with James H. 
Boyd as ruling elder, but it was not officially organized by the Pres- 
bytery until 1844. 

“There was a log-chureh built on the ea-t side of the creck, about 
1838 or 739. In this chureh, in 1842, the first Sanday-sehool in 
the county was orgauized. James IT. Boyd was the superintendent, 
and Thomas P. Bond, secretary and librarian. 

Harper's Ferry was the name of a little town or trading-post, 
located on the east side of Bear Creek, near the Jernigan bridge, on 
the old Edwardsville road. It was the first town on the creek, and 
was a point of some importance. It had a post-office, stores and 
saloons. (. M. Leberman, of Morrisonville, was the principal 
merchant. He kept a general stock of dry-goods and groceries. 


They all flourished and were well patronized, but as the new towns 
along the railroads sprang up the merchants abandoned it, and 
sought better locations. 

These are the important incidents in its earlier history. But with 
the tide of emigration this section of the county has rapidly filled 
up. New interests have been developed and lands have greatly 
advaneel. 

The precincts of “ Lower” and “ Upper” Bear Creek have been 
superseded by township organization, and with the new order of 
arrangements, Bear Creek, Nicks and King townships cover the 
old territory with their business population. With the opening of 
the Wabash railway, the flourishing towns of Clarksdale, Palmer, 
Morrisonville and Haryel, have beeome towns of no little importance. 

Inproved Stock.—Among those who introduced the first improved 
eattle and hogs in this township, were .J. C. Dodson and George 
Armitage. The breed was Short-horn cattle and Berkshire hogs. 
The first thoroughbred horses and graded sheep were brought in by 
J.M. Simpson. Bear Creek has many well improved farms, among 
which may be mentioned those of J.C. Dodson, Fletcher Taines, 
J. M. Simpson, E. T. Leigh, George E. Maxon, George Morgan, 
George Armitage, and Wim. Kline. 

In the ilustratel department of this work, the reader may sec 
several fine views of farms in Bear Creek. As this is one of the 
early settled localities of the county, much of its early history ap- 
pears in the chapter on pioneers and early settlers. 

The following isa list of officers since township organization : 

Supervisors.—James H. Hill, elected 1866, re-eleeted 1867, ’68 
and 69; A. L. Clark, 1870, re-elected 1871; E. T. Leigh, 1872; 
A. L. Clark, 1875; Tlenry Mundhenke, 1874; and has held the 
office by re-election up to the present time. 

Assessors.—A. Li. Clark, 1876, re-eleeted 1877; Jas. H. Sisna, 
1878; N. D. Hill, 1879, re-elected 1880. 

Collectors. —Addison L. Clark, elected 1866, re-eleeted 1867, 68 
and ’69; James L. Clark, 1870, re-eleeted 1871; A. S. Clark, 


1872; H. Mundhenke, 1873; A. E. Boyd, 1874; M. E, 
Johnson, 1875, re-elected 1876; J. C, Dodson, 1877; James B. 
MeGinnis, 1878; M. E. Johnson, 1879; James W. Leigh, 1880. 

Town Clerk.—Benford Stanley, 1876; John A. Weeks, 1877, re- 
elected 1878; L. 1). Potter, 1879, re-eleeted 1880, 

Commissioner of Highways —V. E. Davis, 1876; R. E. Hill, 
1877; James Conover, 1878; R. EE. TH, and 8. W. Hawkins, 
1370 eel ele rishe losis 

Constables —T. P. Dunning and John T. Allen, elected in 1875; 
Miles E. Johnson, 1874; John T. Allen, re-elected 1877; H. W. 
Johnson, elected 1877. 

Justice of the Peace—Henry Mundhenke, elected in 1866; Henry 
Mundhenke, re-elected 70; William Logsdon, ’70; J. B. Snilivan 
and Jessie Elgan, 773; E. IX. Broek and Charles A. Clark, 74; R. 
E. O'Neil and M. D. Hill, ’77; Robert K. O'Neil and Joel P. 
Speer, ‘79. 

CLARKSDALE 


Is situated on section thirteen of this township, on the line of the 
Wabash, St. Louis and Pacific Railroad, about five miles south- 
west of Taylorville. It was named in honor of Y. B. Clark, one of 
the original proprietors. It was laid out by Y. B. Clark, and 
platted by Riehard Powel, in 1871. It las about one hundred 
and fifty population. 

The post-oflice was established in 1870. The post-masters have 
been L. Park, E. lx. Brock, G. Walton, C. A. Clark, and W. M. 
Gladish. 

A flouring mill known as the “ Clarksdale Mill,” was ereeted in 
1872, by Y. B. Clark, with a run of three burr. It was burned by 
an ineendiary in May, 1876. 

The school-house is a one story frame building, erected in 1871, 
by direction of Y. B. Clark, KE. . Brock, and 8, W. Hawkins. 

Below is a list of the present business houses. 

Elevator owned and operated by 8. 8. Sprague & Co., has a ca- 
pacity of 20,000 bushels small grain, 

General Stores —Wm. M. Gladish, Parrish & Park. 

Drug Stove —Dr. Geo. Walton. 

Phystcians—Geo. Walton, I. K. Fletcher. 

Blacksmith and Wagon Making.—G. Parrish & Bro. 

Blacksmith. —Y. Ring. 

HHotel—Charles Morey. 


PALMER, 


This is the largest town between Morrisonville and the county 
seat. It is located on section 27, of Bear Creek township. The 
Wabash, St. L. & P. Railway passes throngh the sonth-east part of 
the town. 

It was laid out in the spring of 1869, by J. H. Boyd and J. M. 
Simpson, pruprictors, and was suryeyed and platted by Richard M. 
Powel The first store-house was erected by Boyd & Simpson, and 
Starke & Hailey put in a stoek of general goods. The first house 
ereeted was a hotel by J. H. Boyd, whose residenee was also inside 
the town limits, when laid out. James McCauley built, and opened 
the seeond store, with a general stock of goods. During this year, 
1869, the town was bnilt up rapidly, and has grown but little since. 
It has about four hnndred inhabitants. 

The school-house was built in 1870. It is a neat and well fur- 
nished two story building, with two rooms. The school is a graded 
one, employing two teachers. The post-office was established in 
1870, and G. E. Starke was the first post-master. Since then, the 
following men have had the office: J. W. McCauley, V. E Davis, 
W. P. Crockett, A. E. Boyd, G. WH. Vanarsdale. 

The Christian Church was the first erected, which was in 1870, 
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ata cost of $1400. The Cumberland Presbyterian Chureh was 
built in 1874, and cost $1900. 
The following is a list of the present business houses in the town. 


ELEVATOR. 

J. H. Boyd's elevator was erected in 1877. It is constructed for 
handling all kinds of grain, and has a capacity of 4500 bushels. 

Palmer mill and elevator was built by J. H. Boyd, in 1871, with 
one burr-run, The property was purchased, and the mill re-mod- 
eled, and two burrs added, in 1876, by W. A. Crowder & Co., the 
present owners. The elevator has a capacity of 15,000 bnshels. 

Physicians.—J. J. Conner, J. W. Petrie. 

Groceries and Hardware —T. J. Hailey, J. C. Dodson, R. O. 
Suiter. 

Restaurant—L_ D. Potter. 

Restaurant and Barber Shop.—T, J. Lautz. 


Dry Goods and Clothing—W.L. Long, D. T. Price. 

Drug Stove—G, H. Vanarsdale, I. N. Tice. 

Lumber Yard. —J. Wf. Boyd. 

Harness Shop—J.M. Potter. 

Shoe Shop —C. N. Peterson. 

Milinery Shop—Mrs. 8. J. Higgins. 

Butcher Shops.—Benj. Pearch, Win. Bock. 

Blacksmith Shops.—J. R Fitch, W. M. Stam, Fred. Wucherp- 
fennig. , 

Wagon Shops.—J. R. Fitch, J. M. Barnes. 

Cuffin Shop — J. B. MeGinnis. 

Saloons.—Phillip Stadler, P. J. Cunningham. 


HOTELS. 
Bowlsby House, J. H. Bowlsby, proprietor. 
Palmer Howse, D. A. Kauerauf, proprietor. 
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EY. LEIGH 


Is one of the old and prominent settlers of Christian county, 
The Leigh family were originally from Virginia He is a native 
of Prince Edward county, and was born July 27,1816. His father 
was a soldier of the war of 1812, and held a major’s commission. 
He met with severe losses in the destruction of his property by fire, 
which had the effect of reducing him in a financial point of view. 
He married Martha Thomerson, a native also of Virginia. He 
came west in 1822, and located in Madison county, where he re- 
mained eleven years, then moved to Macoupin county, where he 
stayed until 1839, when he came to Christian county, and settled in 
Bear Creek township, where E. T. Leigh now r: sides. He purchased 
120 acres, and his sons entered more. Here he remained until his 
death. There were eleven children in the family. The subject of 
this sketch is the only survivor of the family. His edueation in his 
youth was very imperfect and insufficient, as compared with that 
which is given the youth of to-day, but with all these disadvantages 
he acquired a knowledge of the rudimentary principles, and being 
of an observant mind, and very fond of reading and books, he soon 
grew to bea man of considerable information, and now we find him 
well posted on current events and well informed npou all questions 
of a public nature. In the fall of 1859 he entered forty acres of 
land, which he still owns. To this original forty acres he has added 
until he has a fine large farm, and is regarded as one of the wealthy 
Jand owners of Christian county. His home farm is one of the best 
improved in the township. He bas given to his children consider- 
able land, but still possesses enough to rank him among the large 
farmers of his township and connty. 

On the 165th of February, 1841, he married Mary Ann Hill. She 
is a native of Kentucky, and came to Illinois with her father’s 
family in 1837. She was a resident of the neighborhood at the 
time of her marriage. There have been ten children born to them, 
all of whom are living, and all have reached maturity. Five of 
them are married; the balance are yet beneath the parental roof. 
All are living in thé neighborhood within a short distance from 
their home and birth-place. 


ee 


In politics, Mr. Leigh was originally a Henry Clay whig, and 
was in favor of the emancipation of the slaves. He fought the 
system of slavery, yet he was not in the strict sense of the word an 
abolitionist. Ie believed with Clay in the gradual emancipation 
scheme and policy. After the abandonment of the whig party, he 
joined the young republican organization, and from that time to the 
present he has been a stalwart, uncompromising and active member 
of that political party. eis an enthusiastic worker, and takes a 
prominent part in all the local, county and state contests. His long 
residence in the county, knowledge of men and their wants, together 
with his extensive information upon political matters, all conspire 
to make him a man whose advice and counsel is almost invaluable, 
and his support a necessity. He had the honor of representing his 
townsbip in the Board of Supervisors, and while a member was very 
useful and industrions in looking after the county’s interests. He 
took strong grounds against the payment of high salaries to county 
officers, and throngh his exertions and personal efforts they were 
reduced, thereby saving a considerable amount to the county each 
year. In all needed reforms he took an active part. Ile was 
always found voting on the side of the people, and legislating in the 
interests of the many, and not in the interests of the few. His busi- 
ness in life has been that of a farmer and stock raiser. In swine 
breeding, raising and shipping, he perhaps has been the most exten- 
sive in the county. It is not necessary fur ns to say that he has 
been <uccessful. He possesses the evidences of that aronnd him. 
He started in life poor, and what he has is the accumulation of in- 
dnstry, economical habits, good management and the exercise of 
sound common sense. He has suffered a great deal from sickness. 
In 1868, he was stricken with paralysis. He spent large 
sums of money, and visited several places seeking medical relief, and 
finally regained his health. This in brief is a biographical sketch 
of “Uncle T. Leigh,” as he is familiarly called among his old 
acquaintances. He is a man of generons impulses and warm-hearted, 
full of anecdote and a good talker. In short, he is a pleasant man 
to meet, hospitable and kind, honest and honorable in his dealings, 
and a square man in all his businesss relations in life. 
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Isa native of Barren county, Ky., and was born November oth, 
1824. He is the fifth child of Christopher Haines, who was a 
native of Virginia, and whose family was among the early settlers 
of the old dominion. The family of ITaines are descended from a 
long line of Dutch ancestry. Mr. Haines, when a young man. 
erossed the mountains with his parent» and settled in Allen county, 
Ky., and there grew to manhood. He married Myrah Gatewood, 
the daughter of Roland Gatewood. They were natives of Georgia. 
They had a family of eleven children, of whieh there are seven 
brothers and two sisters living. Mr. Haines moved with his family 
to Hlinois in October, 1829, and located in Sangamon county and 
engayed in farming, and resided there until his death, which oc- 
curred in 18591. Vis widow survived him until 1860. Both he 
and Jus wife are members of the M. E. Church. 

Fletcher Ilaines, the subjeet of this sketch, received his furly 
education in the district schools of Sangamon eounty, whieh at that 
time were poor. He, however, attained a fair knowledge of the 
rudimentary principles of an English education, and by considerable 
industry and application, he has suceceded in acquiring and adding 
much to his original store of learning and information, and we now 
find him weil versed in the current events of the day, His carly 
boyhood days were spent in assisting his family at work upon the 
farm. In June, 1846, at the breaking out of the Mexican war, he 
enlisted in company A, 4th Negt., Ils. Vols, commanded by Col. 
K. PD. Baker. The captain of the company was H. E. Roberts. 
The regiment was mustered in at Springfield, and from there went 
to Alton, and from there to Jefterson Barracks, Mo., where they 
were sworn Into the U. 8. service and drilled for three weeks. They 
then embarked on board a steamer and proceeded down the river 


to New Orleans, then to Brazos Island, Texas, in a sailing vessel. 
Then they were brigaded under Gren. Shields and attaehed to the 
division under command of Gen, Scott. Mr. Haines participated 
in the battles of Vera Cruz and Cerro Gordo. He suffered con- 


siderably from the ravages of disease ineident to that warm and 
malarious climate. The term of enlistment drawing to a close, they 
were ordered to New Orleans, where they were discharged, and the 
regiment dishanded and they returned to their homes. While in 
the service, he received seven dollars per month, and the land war- 
rant for 160 acres of land, which he located in Sangamon county, 
near the village of Pawnee. 

On the 14th of September, 1548, Mr, Haines was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Lucinda J. Hatler. By that marriage there were two 
children, only one of whom is living. Ifis name is J. Will. Haines, 
pow living in South Fork township. Mrs. Haines died in Novem- 
ber, 1851. On the 4th of November, 1852, he married Miss Lydia 
A., daughter of Thomas and Nancy Anderson. She is a native of 
Caldwell county, Ky., as was also her parents. There have been 
born to them eight children, five of whom are living, 

Mr. Haines and wife were both early members of the M, KE. 
Chureh. In polities, he was in early life a whig, and after the 
disorganization of that party he became a republican, and is and 
always has been among the stanchest supporters of the principles 
of that party in this county. During the late rebellion he was 
among the strong Union men of that county, and did much to aid 
the cause of right and justice. The Union cause had no stronger 
supporter here than Mr. Haines. In 1860, he was elected justice 
of the peace, and held that office four years, 

Mr. Haines is a man who has aehieved more than ordinary suc- 
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cess in life, and whatever he has accomplished, has been the result 
of his own unaided etforts. Industry, energy and economy have 
enabled him to carve out for himself a comfortable competeuey. 
He first settled iu Christian county, in February, 1856, when he 
purchased three hundred aeres of land, to which he has added, 
until he now bas elght hundred acres of as fine farm land as ean 
be found, and as well improved as any in the county. A fine 
view of his home and farm is shown elsewhere in this work. Mr. 
Haines, judging from what the neighbors say, has many friends, 
and they have been gained by his straightforward course of honesty, 
integrity and fatr dealiug. Tle is a man who dispenses hospitality 
with a liberal hand. This trait is characteristic of the Kentuckians, 
and we present him to our numerous readers as a fair specimen of 
the best class of men from the “ Blue Grass State,” who by their 
energy have done so much to develop, improve and build up Ili- 
nois. Mr. Haines noved to Springtield in March, 1568, and resided 
there six years, and during that time his children had the advantages 
of the best schools. He returned to his farm in [877, 


JOHN C. DODSON 


Is a native of Greene county, Ilinois ; was born March 31st, 1830. 
Ile was the fourth child of Thomas and Prudence (Robbins) Dod- 
son. Thomas Dodson was a native of Yorkshire, England. He 
emigrated to America while a young man, and first located in st. 
Louis, and was there in the employ of Mir. Wiggins, who established 
the Wiggins’ Ferry, now one of the largest corporations in the west. 
Thomas Dodson was in charge of the first ferry-boat. The line 
was established in 1822. Ilis wife, Prudeuce Robbins, lived for a 
time in South Carolina and Tennessee, and subsequently moved 
with her parents to Madison county, Iinois. She was also of Eng- 
lish parentage. They had a family of six children, four sons and 
two daughters. Owing to the malarions condition of the region 
about *t. Louis, Mr. Dodson left with his family and moved to 
Greene county, I}linois, and was among the first settlers of that 
county. He engaged in farming, in what is known as Pinkerton’s 
Prairie, three and a half miles north-east of Carrollton. He was a 
soldier in the Black Hawk war, in the campaign of 1831. Both 
he and his wife were members of the M. E. Chureh, ILe was also 
licensed as a local preacher. He died May 6th, 1847. His wife 
survived him until October, [864. 

J.C. Dodson, the subject of this sketch, received his early edu- 
cation in the common schools of his native county. He acquired a 
good, sound knowledge of the rudiments of an English education, 

On the 8th of May, 1855, he was married to Miss Ann Green, 
daughter of Thomas and Sarah Green, She was born in Yorkshire, 
England, February 7th, 1830. Miss Green left her native land 
and came to America to keep house for her brother, John Green, 
who was then living at the house of Mr. Dodson. She arrived here 
in May, 1862, and was married as above stated. As the frnits of 
this union there have heen born to them five children, three sons 
and two daughters. 

In the order of their ages they are as follows: Thos. C., married, 
and at present residing in Palmer, engaged in the grocery and pro- 
vision business; Mary Addie, Sarah Emma and Frank E. The 
three latter residing at home with their parents. 

In polities Mr. Dodson was originally a whig, aud on the aban- 
donment of that party he became indentified with the democratic 
party. He is not what you might eall a party man, bnt for 
local offices he votes for the best man irrespective of party. Mr. 
Dodson believes in and has made it a point to give his children the 
henefits of as good an education as the county affords. 


In taking a retrospective view of the life and career of Mr. Dod- 
son, we find a man who was born in this state in the pioneer era, 
aud during his life he has witnessed great changes from an unbrokeu 
wilderness to a country dotted over with happy homes and thrifty 
farmers, In May, 1855, he purchased the farm on which he now 
lives, and here he has resided up to the present. Mr. Dodson has 
by his own energy and industry, united with that of his excellent 
wife, succecded in acquiring a comfortable competency, and ow 
ranks among the leading agriculturists of the county. He has one 
of the best improved farms in Bear Creek township, and his resi- 
dence and farm buildings are among the best in the county, a 
fine view of which can be seen on another page. During the war 
Mr. Dodsoa was for a time enrolling ofticer. IIe also made the 
assessments the first two years after township organization. Ile is 
ranked by his neighbors as among the best citizens of the county. 


WILLTAM LOGSDON. 

Tureeartiest settler of Bear Creek township, now living, is he whose 
name heads this sketch. It ix not often that we find one who has re- 
aided so long in what is still a new county. He has been a citizen 
of Christian county tor halfa century, coming here in the year 1830. 
He is a native of Kentucky, and was born in the year 1820. Tis 
father, James Logsilon, was also a native of Kentucky, and de-vend- 
ed from the early settlers of Maryland. James Logsdon moved from 
Kentucky to Sangamon county in this state in the year 1828, and to 
what is now Christian county in 1830, and entered land and settled 
in section 10 on Bear Creek. He returned to Sangamon county, 
and died in 1864. 

Tn the year 1838 Mr. Win. Logsdon was married to Elizabeth 
Meads, who was born in Kentucky. Ifer mother was also a native 
of Kentucky; her father came from (Georgia, It is almost impossi- 
ble in this day of railroads and the many other conveniences of civ- 
ization to understand the circumstances in which these pioneers 
were placed. There were no mills exeept horse mills, and these 
were so inconveniently situated that it often required several days 
travel to yet a sack of corn ground. It was impossible to cross the 
prairie in the day-time on account of the flies called “green heads.” 
Even the plowing in some instances wax done in the night. In case 
of sickness the only medicine was such as nature supplied in the 
crude state. Yet, in all the privations, many of the early settlers 
look back to this as the happiest part of their lives. Myr. Logsdon 
east his first vote for Harrison in 1540, and was a Whig until the 
dissolution of that party, siuce which he hax been a democrat. He 
has held the office of Justice of the Peace for twelve years, and is a 
good citizen. 
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Who has been practicing medicine in Palmer for twelve years, is a 
native of North Carolina, and was born November 7th, 1832, in 
Cabarras county, of that state. His father, John Petrie, was also 
au native of North Carolina. The grandfather emigrated from 
Germany. 

Dr. Petrie removed from his old home to California in the year 
1855, for the purpose of hunting gold, and in the year [860 came 
to Minvis, and in 1866 te Christian county. He commenced the 
study of medicine in 1853, under the direction of Dr. P. J. A. 
Haynes, at Mt. Pleasant, North Carolina, and afterward attended 
a course of lectures at the Eclectic Medical Institute of Cincinnati. 
He began the practice of medicine in 1866, and located at Palmer 
in 1868. He was united in marriage to Annie M. O’Rourke, in 
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the year 1869, She is of Irish ancestry, and is a member of the 
Presbyterian church. 

Tn polities he supports the democratic party, but is liberal in his 
views; is a strong advocate of temperance, and helieves in the abor 
lition of the liquor traffic, seeing in common with all who support 
this cause that the sale of intoxicating drinks is detrimental to the 
best interests of socicty. 

Dr. Petrie belongs to the eelectic school of imedicine, and in 
common with all of that school, believes that a physician should use 
any methed or any means that will relieve suffering and restore the 
sick to health. We is futhfal in the discharge of his professional 
duties, and in his manners a very agreeable gentleman, 


ALFRED BOYD 
Is a native of Burke county, North Carolina; was born on the 7th 
of Noy., 1809. His father, John Royd, was born in Philadelphia, 
Pa., about the year 1769, and descended from Scotch ancestry. 
John Boyd moved to North Carolina with his futher when a boy, 
and afterward moved to Tennessee, where he died. Mr. Alfred 
Boyd moved to Kentucky, residing there six years, and in April, 
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1839, moved to Christian connty, Illinois, securing by purchase and 
entry, a farm of two hundred acres, in Bear Creek township. Tle 
was married in 1832 to Zillah MeCormick, who was of Seotch-Irish 
ancestry. Thirteen children have blessed this union, eight of whom 
are still living, viz.: Joseph I].,a grain merchant in Palmer; James 
M., Alfred 1., and J. L., farmers living near Palmer, Robert A. 
living in California, Elizabeth E., the wife of C. B. Denny, Sarah 
E, now Mrs. J. T. Anderson, and Mary L., the wife of G. E. An- 
derson ; John, Thomas, Harriet and David, died at an early age. 
Rebecea .A. marned B. M. Burdick and died in 1880, and the 
mother died in 1877.) Mr. Boyd has been a member of the Cum- 
berland Presbyterian Church for many years, and by his consistent 
life has adorned his profession. He cast his first vete for Andrew 
Jackson, and was a democrat to the time that the republican 
party was organized, since which he has supported that party. In 
the first and only lawsuit he ever had he employed Abraham Lin- 
coln as his attorney, and of course won his case. Mr, Boyd has 
lived to see many changes in that part of Christian county in which 
he resides, and has reached a ripe old age. He is a man of sterling 
integrity, and has lived a quiet, consistent life. 


Ga ASE Sore = 
_—_— 
oe ice te 


CoN SING ICO UNS 


HIS township is bounded on the north by Mosquito, east 
by Macon county and Prairicton township, south by 
May and west by Buckhart township; it comprises the 


Congressional town 14, range 1 W., is six miles syuare— 
and contains a fine hody of Jand—its tarniers are among the most 
enterprising in the county. This township entered into one of the 
four original precincts formed on the organization of the county. It 
then embraced the whole south-western portion of the county. And 
when curtailed in its boundaries, it has continued to retain its orig- 
inal name, At the first election held August 5, 15839, Peter R. 
Keteham and David Simons were elected Justices of the Peace, 
and Wilham L. Wannner Constable. For the other constable there 
was a tie between Frederick Fitch and Nicholas Sanders. The lat- 
ter drew the prize by Jot. The Judges of cleetion were Elijah Pal- 
mer, David Simons and Peter R. Keteham. Ags this returning 
Board adjudicated in their own eases, it is presumable there was 
more honesty in “countiug” in those days than now. The area of 
the precinct was then 195 square miles, and cast 48 votes. The 
same territory at the election in 1876 cast a vote of 2400. At the 
first election there was not a single vote east in what is now Rose- 
mond, Pana and Assumption, then included in Stonington Preeinct. 


PIONEER S¥ETTLENS. 


Tne pionecr settlers in Stonington township, were Peter R. Ketch- 
am, Christopher Ketcham, Joho Biggs, Elijah Palmer, Nicholas 
Sanders, Deacon Peabody, Thos. P. Chapman, Samuel N. Pea- 
body, William &. Peabody, Frederick Fitch, Allen B. Peabody, 
Leonard G. Lillie, Andrew B. Chapman ; later came Asa Bowman, 
J.G. Armstrong. C. Tyler Chapman came in 1849. John T. 
Slaughter came iu 1845, Matilda Compton, 1840. W.S. Spin- 


wate, 1834. 
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The first steam saw and grist mill was crected a short distance 
above “Sandersville,” in 1842, by Leonard G. Lillie, who operated 
it sucessfully for several years, Next to the one at Mt. Auburn it 
was the second steam mil] built in the county. After a few years, 
Mr. Lillie emigrated to California, and the mill was sold and moved 
aalys 

The aunual prairie fires were a great annoyance to the early set- 
tlers. Many years ago, some emigrant wagons passed where Ston- 
ington isuow located, going towards Mt. Anburn. The emigrants at 
night camped in the tall wild grass that grows so luxuriantly in the 
Jow land, of that vast prairie. During the night the prairie was set on 
fire; it came sweeping toward them with almost the velocity of 
the wind, and not knowing how to avoid it they nearly all perish- 
ed in the flames. Had they burned the grass for some distance 
vround their camp—they would most probably haye passed through 
the danger unscathed. Green 1B. Ketcham, a citizen of Stonington 
township, was elected as one of the early Coroners of the connty. 
He could neither read or write. There wasa time in the country’s 
history, when this seemed te be a necessary qualification. A writ 
was placed in his hands to be served on the sherith As he could 
not read it, but was informed as to the nature of its contents, a wag, 
comprehending the situation, informed him that in order to make a 
leval service, where the officers could not read it, he was to communi- 
cate the nature of it, and at the same time place his hand on the 
person named In the writ. The sheriff humored the joke; both of- 
ficers had their horses saddled: each made for his horse, when 
2.40 time was made, sheriff H. in the lead and the Coroner close in 
the rear. Ronnd and round the public square, at the county seat, 
first up one street and down another. At Jength the writ was served, 
and the green Coroner made for his cabin well nigh exhausted. 

The first land entered in this township as shown on the records, 
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was by James Ketcham, January 6, 1836, the 8. E. } of the S. E. 
+ of seetion 34, 40 aeres. Other entries were made on the same day 
by Richard F. Barrett—S. W. } section 35, 160 acres, 8. E. 3 sec- 
tion 35, 160 acres, S. W. section 36, 160 aeres and 8, E. section 36, 
160 acres. September 27, 1856, Thomas IT Hewitt and Robert 
Allen, each entered land on section 25. 

“Sandersville” was an old trading point ix the south-east eoruer 
of this township, on the old county road from Taylorville to Mow- 
eaqua. Goods were sold there for nearly a quarter of a eentury, by 
Nicholas Sanders, John Catherwood, Charles 1°. Moody and others. 
It had a Post-oftiee, and near by was the old Baptist ehureh and 


the district sehool-house. 


STONINGTON COLONY, 

A nuinber of New Englanders desiring to emigrate to the west- 
ward, organized an association, in North Stonington, Connecticut ; 
and as early as 1836, sent out Rey. Gideon B. Perry and Thomas 
H. Hewitt, as special agents, to prospect, locate and enter a large 
compact body of land in some desired portion of THlinvis. These 
agents, after traveling over most of the northern part of the state, 
came to Springtield, where they met Dr. R. F. Barrett and Robert 
Allen, two prominent and well-known citizens, and it was there de- 
termined, to locate on the west side of Flat Branch on lands then 
in Shelby and Sanganion counties. They entered 10,000 acres of 
land, whieh was divided, and allotted by auction among the mem- 
bers of the colony, in North Covington, Couneetieut. The names 
of the prineipal colonists, who eame to the county, were Thomas 
P. Chapman, Nicholas Sanders, William 5. Frink, Benj. F. Chap- 
man, Gideon Wilbor, Mlijah Palmer, Allen P. Peabody, Frederick 
Fiteh, William 8. Peabody, Rev. A. Ackley, Elias 8. Peabody, 
Amos Peabody, Thomas skiff, Thomas Millard, and probably others 
in 1837. In the following vear, Samuel Peabody, Samuel N. Pea- 
body, Paris Pray, Horace Morgau, John D, Brown, Deacon Smith, 
John P. Williams, Andrew B. Chapman and C. Tyler Chapman, 
joined them. 

The county, at that time, was very sparsely settled, and the set- 
tlers looked with a jealous eye upon all bodies of new comers, and 
on none more than those from the New England states. In 1834, 
William Kinney, of Bellville, then a candidate for Lieutenant 
Governor, said mueh in his speeehes to engender this sectional 
hate. 

The arrangements of the colonists were projected on a grand 
scale. It was determined that a tract of 160 aeres of land should 
be appropriated, before division, to the founding of a city. This 
was done. The name was to be “Stonington City.” 

The traet was situated on the W. 3 of 8. FE. $, and the E. 3 of 
S. W. 4, of section 25, T. 14.N., R. 1 W. It was surveyed into 
lots and blocks, and platted May 11, 1837, by John B. Watson, 
surveyor of Sangamon county, under the direction of Gideon B, 
Perry, chairman of the executive committee of the “Stonington 
colony.” It contained a public square, park, forty-two blocks and 
five hundred aud four lots. The streets were seventy-two feet wide, 
with high-sounding names. 

This eity looks well on paper, aud may be seen in Book No. 47, 
page 390 “Transcribed Record,” in Recorder’s office. 

The enterprising colony, imbued with the laudable spirit whieh 
actuated their Puritan ancestors, determined on haviug early edu- 
cational facilities. Schools being provided for, they procured the 
passage of a liberal charter for the fouudiug of a sehool, to be 
knowu as “ Brush College,” which lives only in memory. 

They also brought with them the inherited love for churehes and 


a preached gospel. A Baptist chureh was organized in 1838, The- 


Rey. Gideon B. Berry, Rev. Amos, Dodge, and Rev. P, Pray 
were the pioneer preachers. 

The town had a post-office, but it was subsequently moved to the 
new town of Stonington. 

The old hotel is now the residence of N, B. Chapman. 

Below we add the township officers : 

Supervisors—Asa Bowman, elected 1866, re-eleeted 1867, and 
continued in office up to 1874; Joshua Burrich, eleeted 1874; R. 
W. Covington, 1875, and by re-election eontinned to hold the office 
until 1879; Charles A. Peahody, 1880. 

«Assessors—C. A. Peabody, 1876, re-elatted 1877 and 1878; J. 
If. Foltz, 1879, re-elected 1880 

Collectors.—W. I. Peabody, elected 1866; re-elected 1867, and 
each year up to 1872; John M. Spires, 1872 and 1873; B. F. Young, 
1874, and by re-election held the office up to 1880. 

Loin Clerks — Jin H.Mteyers, 1876; J. 11. Voltz, 183i) Wel. 
Sabin, 1878, re-eleeted 1479 and 1880. 

Commissioners of Highways. —W. FE. Peabody, 1876; J. H. Solli- 
day, 1877; J. M. Smith, 1878; Daniel Doyle, 1879; J. H. Solli- 
day, 1880. 

Constables—James Baughman, elected in 1873 ; Gustavus Smaek, 
1876; B. L. Vermillion and John Langdon, 1877. 

Justices of the Peace—James Ferguson, elected 1866; N. B. 
Chapman, 1466; James Ferguson resigned, and P. P. Dough re- 
moved 1870. Johu W. Farrow, 1872, re-elected 1873; James 
Miller, 1873 ; Joseph H. Foltz and James Ferguson, 1874; John 
Smith, J. H. Meyers, and J. H. Foltz, 1877. 


STONINGTON 

Ts a small town and station on the Wabash, St. Louis and Pacific 
railway, about nine miles north-east of Taylorville, in the heart ofa 
farm and stock-growing country. At first it was called Covington, 
in honor of one of its proprietors. But the removal of the old Stou- 
ington post-office from Sandersville, carried the name with it; and 
from the expressed wishes of many of the older inhabitants, the name 
Stonington was substituted for that of Covington, by whieh name it 
has since been known, 

The town was surveyed and platted by Richard M. Powel, county 
surveyor, June 14, 1870, for E. O. Smith, of Deeatur, and R. W. 
Covington, of Stonington township. It is located in the north-west 
corner of section twenty-seven of this township, 

The streets are fifty and sixty feet wide, and named Walnut, 
Maiu, Maple, Pine, ete. 

The first store was built and opened by John Catherwood, who 
laid in a general stock of goods. 

The next building was moved down the railroad from about three 
niles, by John Downey, in which he kept a saloon, This was in 
the spring of 1870 

During the following summer, Hayden & Stumptt built a shop 
and began blacksmithing. 

Dr. J. B. Maple, Wm. Slaughter, John W. Slaughter and Jolin 
Stumpif also built their residenees in 1870, John W. Tarrow built 
a hotel in 1870, 

John W. Slaughter ereeted a store-house aud opened a general stock 
of goods in the spring of 1871. The town was nearly all built 
during 1870 and 1871. It now has a population upward of one 
hundred and fifty. 

The post-othee was established in 1870, and John Catherwood 
was the first post-master. R, B. Temple and A. J. Palmer are the 
sueceeding ones. 

The school-house was built in the fall of 1874, by direetors R. W. 
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Covington, Benj. Colbroak and Jobu Catherwood. It is a one-story 
frame building, and cost 8700. 

The ME. Charch was erected in the summer of TS74, by dirce- 
tors James Ferguson, J. B. Maple, Win. Garwood, Wim Limer, C. 
C. Hive, RL W. Covington and Wm. Wood, at a cost of 82000, 


The Catholic church was built in 187. Tt is a fine frame struc- 
ture with spire, and cost upward of 85000, 

The cleyator, owned by 8.8. Sprague & Co., was erceted in the 
winter of INT78. It is constructed for handling all kinds of grain, 
and has a capacity of 20,000 bashels smal] grain 
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There are at present in the town: 

Physicians —D. W. Porter, E. M. Alverson. 
General Store—A. J. Palmer, J. W. Slaughter. 
General Store and Drags—J. T. Bauer. 
General Store and Agricultural Inplements—lK. B. Temple. 
Barber Shop, Cigars aud Tobaceo—Wri. Flynn. 
Blacksmith Shop —W. H. Leisster, John Boyle. 
Wagon and Carriage Factury.—D. Palmer. 
Boot and Shoe Shop.—J. Dellage. 

Hurness Maker—l5. C. Murphy. 

Hotel —James Conover. 
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ASA BOWMAN, 


One of the most prominent farmers in Stonington township is 
the »ubject of the following sketeh. Ile was born in Warren 
county, Ohio, June 9th, 1818, and was the son of Samuel and 
Emily Bowman, and is of German ancestry. Lis grandfather 
emigrated from Germany in an early day. Ife first settled in 
Virginia, where he married a German wife, and subsequently emi- 
grated into Kentueky, and settled near where Lexington now is; 
he raised quite a large family, Mr. Bowman's father being the 
youngest son. He remembers hearing his father tell how they, in 
early days, protected themselves from attacks by the Indians, in 
the block-house they were compelled to erect for defenee. Bold 
and daring deeds, as well as hair-breadth escapes, were the promi- 
nent characteristics of those hardy pioneers who first emigrated to 
Kentucky to effect settlements. At that time nature wore her 
undisputed livery of dark and thick forest-trees, and grasses indige- 
nous to the soil, inhabited only by wild beasts aud still wilder men. 
Tt was here on the frontier that Samuel Bowman was brought up. 
He assisted his father to improve a farm,and made himself generally 
useful] until he became of age, when he started out for himself, and, 
not being satisfied with his native state, went into Indiana, where he 
remained about two years. Ile subsequently changed his location 
to Ohio, stopping near Lebanon, in Warren county, where he atter- 
wards married Miss Emily Skinner, a native of Virginia. Here he 
improved a farm, where he lived until his death; he raised a family 
of ten children, the subject of our sketch being the eldest. THis 
aged wife still survives him, and lives on the old homestead, in 
Ohio, at the advanced age of eighty-four years. Mr. Bowman was 
raised in the above-named county, on a farm; he attended the com- 
mon schools of his neighborhoud, where he received a fair educa- 
tion, From the time he arrived at the age of maturity until he 
was twenty-six years of age he taught school, and during this time 
conceived the idea to tollow a professional life; for four or five 
years he read medical works, with a determination to fit himself 
for the practice, and in 1544 he came to Illinois and began the 
study in carnest, under a consin, Dr. Daniel Bowman, located near 
Greenfield, in Greene county, where he applied himself about two 
years, and in the meantime was united in marriage to Miss Mary 
Bowman, November th, 1844. In 1846 Mr. Bowman moved to 
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Ottumwa, Iowa, where he established quite a Inerative practice, and 
bought two tuwn lots, with a residence thereon, with the intention 
of making this place his future home. After two years’ practicing 
here he became dissatisfied with the country, as his health was fail- 
ing him rapidly ; he was not only dissatistied with the eountry, but. 
also beeame dissatisfied with his ehosen profession, as his eonstitu- 
tion would not bear the constant strain incident to a doctor’s life, 
being called at all times in the night, and bemg compelled to go in 
all kinds of weather. He determined to return to his native land 
in Ohio ; he sold his library, medicines, and practice to a Dr. Rush. 
His residence and some real estate that he had purchased in that 
vicinity could not be realized upon at the time, but were disposed 
of in after years. He returned to Warren county, Ohio, in 1848, 
where he soon rceovered his health, and in 1853 he returned to 
Greene county, Mlinvis, where he rented a farm. After putting in 
a crop he determined to find a loeation in [lHnois and make him- 
self'a permanent home. He went to Springfield, and after investi- 
gating the facilities of different parts of the state, through the land 
office, he made up his mind to cast his lot in the prairies of Chris- 
tian county. Tle hada plat made of town fourteen, range one, 
west, in this office, showing all lands not entered in what is now 
Stonington township. It was in May, 18538, he came into this 
county, where he entered the north half of section twenty-nine. 
IIe then returned to Greene eounty, where he lived three years; 
then went to Morgan county, where he lived one year, near Jack- 
sonville, and in [857 eame to Christian county to improve his land, 
a raw prairie three and a-half miles from timber. A great many 
of the older setthus thought Bowinan could never make a farm so 
far out on the prairie, and so addressed him, but his experience in 
Towa, the prairie state, had taught him that the prairie lands were 
much more preferable when once under a state of enltivation. In 
1858 he turned the first furrow on the tarm where he now resides; 
he has near forty-five acres in orehard, forty acres bearing; he has 
also pnt out about ten acres of timber, making a beautiful grove. 
He has in this grove a great many different varieties of timber 
growing: black and white walnut, wild-cherry, white, green, and 
blue ash, poplar, linn or bass-wood, dog-wood, iron-wood, hard and 
suft maple, red and white elm, Enropean lJareh, several kinds of 
oak and hickory, pecan, cotton-wood, willow, box-elder, two kinds 
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of catalpa, cedar, and several kinds of pine. IIe has fifty-four 
chestnut trees, pretty much all bearing; he has persimmons bear- 
iug that he planted from the seed. Some three miles north-east he 
has a farm of one hundred and sixty acres, where he has twenty 
acres of orchard. He is now making fruit-growing a specialty, 
shipping his apples mostly in the spring, thereby always realizing 
a good price; he has taken great pains with his orchards in plant- 
ing, selecting nothing but the best trees, and in consequence his 
fruit is a choice article, and always brings the highest price in 
market. Mr. Bowman started farming the three hundred and 
twenty acres, his first entry, but, by adding tract after tract, he 
uow owns, in the vicinity in which he lives, one thousand one hun- 
dred and ten acres, mostly beautiful farming land. We show an 
elaborate engraving in another part of this book of scenes on his 
farms. He is nuw among the oldest settlers in Stonington town- 
ship. In every respect he is a selftmade man, one who has won his 
way to his present position among the wealthy and substantial 
farmers of Central Illinois, by his own industry and energy, and 
the rising generation would do well to imitate his industrious 
example, if in like manner they would rise to positions among the 
large and thrifty farmers of this part of the state. [fe would never 
allow himself to go into debt, and to this he greatly attributes his 
success in life; his plan was to realize on his stock, year after year ; 
this money he would loan, and he can say that he never took more 
than ten per cent. from anyone, although many times he has been 
offered twenty-five per eent. by good men, and when he got money 
enough together he would invest it Ina farm. He has aimed to 
make his way in the world by industry, not by trickery, and by 
the slow but sure gains of patient labor, rather than by the brilliant 
schemes of speculation, by which fortunes are often rapidly amassed, 
and by which they are perhaps as often swiftly lost. Ile has an 
only son, John A., now living at home. Mr. Bowman in polities 
was origivally a whig, and then a republican, until 1875, he cast 
his old party aside, and has since been a firm and unconditional 
greenbacker, working for the supremacy of his party and the grand 
results he believes it to be its mission toachieve. In 1876 the green- 
back party nominated him for the Legislature to represent the 
thirty-fourth district; he madea very creditable canvas, considering 
the strength of the party in the district. When the county went 
into township organization he was elected to represent his township 
in the county board, a position he held for eight years; for four 
years he was chairman of the board. Mrs. Bowman is a lady of 
high social standing and business tact so essential to a mother and 
wife in the government of a household. She takes a pleasure in 
assisting her husband to dispense a geuerous hospitality. 


R. W. COVINGTON 
Was born in Albemarle county, Virginia, July 25, 1822. He was 
the son of William W., and Loucy Coyington, who was a Miss 
Slaughter. The Covington family have lived in the vicinity where 
Mr. Covington was born, for several generations. His forefathers 
on both sides were soldiers in the Revolutionary war. Mr. Coving- 
ton grew to manhood in that state, on a farm. 
twenty-four he went to Mississippi, and lived near Holly Springs 
for about ten years. He then came to Christian county, and set- 
tled in Stonington township, this being in the year 1857. He here 
married Miss Martha V. Van Deren, April 19,1865; she is a native 
of Illinois. They have iwo children, William W. and Loucy May. 
Mr. Covington’s life occupation has been that of a farmer and stock 
raiser. He has a fine farm of five hundred acres, lying north and 


east of the village of Stonington. In politics he is of the green- 
& 
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At the age of 


back persuasiou. Ie was the first assessor of the township, after it 
was organized, and filled the office for four years. 
he represented his township in the County Board. 


For five years 


B. F, YOUNG 

Was born in Stark county, Ohio, December 22, 1845. His father, 
Samuel Young, was a native of Pennsylvania, and of German de- 
scent. His ancestors settled in Pennsylvania in the early days of 
that colony. When Samnel Young grew to manhood he married 
a Miss Susan Fouser, also of German descent. They raised a fam- 
ily of ten children, five boys and the same number of girls. Samuel 
Young is now living in Stark county, Ohio. The subject of our 
sketch was raised on a farm in that county; he attended the com- 
mon schools of his neighborhood until he was eighteen years of age. 
Ife then entered the high school of Greensburg, Ohio, where he 
finished 2 thorough English education. From the time he arrived 
at the age of twenty-one until he was twenty-five, he followed clerk- 
ing and teaching. August 15, 1867, he was united in marriage to 
Miss Sybilla F. Schrantz, daughter of Ephraim Schrantz, a promi- 
nent farmer of Stonington township. Mrs. Young is a native of 
Stark county, Ohio. They have a family of two sons, viz., Orres 
E., and Clyde C. After Mr. Young’s marriage he began farming 
in Stonington township, near where he now lives. In polities he is 
a republican, but often for county oflices he votes for what he con- 
siders the best man, regardless of political ties. For twelve vears 
he has been living in Stonington township; six years of that time 
he has filled the office of collector of his township. For three 
years he was commissioner. Mr. Young teaches school every win- 
ter. He has tanght eleven terms in the state, and in only three 
different districts. He is known in the community in which he 
lives, to be an enterprising young man, and good citizen. 


SYLVESTER SCHRANTZ 
Was born in Stark county, Ohio, February 28th, 1847. He is 
the son of Ephraim and Nancy Schrantz; he is of Swiss ancestry; 
he was raised on a farm and educated to farm life. He attended 
the common-schools in the neighborhood where he was born, 
whereby he received a good business education. At the age of 
seventeen he enlisted in the late war; he was in company A, 19th 
Ohio, under Captain Firestune, Col. Manderson having command 
of the regiment. At the battle of Dallas he was captured, with 
nineteen comrades; they were taken to Andersonville prison, where 
Mr. Schrantz was detained six and a half months; he and three 
others were all that survived out of the nineteen captured. When 
he was paroled he was in such a low condition that he could not 
walk, speak or hear. He was taken to the Federal hospital, where 
he partially recovered, and then came home, where he remained 
five months; he then returned to Camp Chase, Ohio, and was 
mustered out of the service June 19th, 1865, In 1866, he came 
to Iinois and settled in Christian county, where he has since 
resided, and followed the avocation of a farmer. He has one hun- 
dred and sixty acres in his farm under a fine state of cultivation. 
He takes pride in beautifying his home. The beauty of the arrange- 
ment of the grounds, and ,variety of trees, plants and shrubs, 
shows that the love of the beautiful may exist in the mind of the 
most practical farmer. We show a view of this place in another 
part of our work. This farm was made from the raw prairie, since 
1870. September 18th, 1875, he was united in marriage to Miss 
Lovina Waltz, a daughter of David Waltz, a native of Ohio, and 
also of Swiss descent ; they have two children, a boy and girl, viz. : 
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Brace and Jessie. In politics Mr. Sehrantz is liberal, and always 
votes for his man regardless of politieal ties. He is known as a 
good citizen and an industrious young man. 


HENRY LIVERGOOD, (DECEASED. ) 

Mr. Livercoop, whose death occurred Nov. 29, 1878, was one 
of the substantial farmers of Stonington township. He was born 
in York, Pa., in Lower Windser township, Oet. 8th, 1825, His 
father was Henry Livergood, and his mother’s name before mar- 
riage, Salome Ruby. He was the third of a large family of chil- 
dren. When he was a child his father moyed to Lancaster county, 
Pa., and bought the mill known as Liyergood’s Mill, two miles 
from Lancaster, on the Columbia pike. Ilis father was a man of 
considerable wealth, and gave his children a good education. Hen- 
ry Livergood was principally raised in Lancaster county. He 
attended school at Litiz, Pa., and afterwards attended an academy 
at Abbeyville. Ie learned the carpenter’s trade, but never fol- 
lowed it. When about twenty-one he left home and opened up a 
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$ situated in the northern part of the county, bounded on 
the north by the Sangamon river, east by Mosquito, 
south by Buckhart, and west by Sangamon county. It 

comprises in area all that portion of townships 15, 
ranges 2 and 3, aud town. 16, range 1, lying within the boundary 
of Christian county. [tis well drained by the Sangamon river, 
Mosquito and Buckhart erecks, and their tributaries. 

This was among the early settled portions of the county. The 
Coopers and Gigers entering it as pioneers in 1820, other emigrants 
soon after followed, dotting the North Fork with settlements. Its 
interests began to demand a town, and Bolivar was Jaid out by 
Joseph Bondurant, on the 5th of June, 1855, on the 8. E. quarter 
of section 18, township 15, range 2 west. It contained cight blocks 
and one hundred and twenty-three lots, and for a time bid fair to 
become a flourishing village; eventually the town languished and 
died out entirely. 

On the organization of the county, in dividing it into justice dis- 
tricts, the one on the north part of the county was called the Third, 
or “ North Fork Precinct,” and the place seleeted for voting was at 
the house of Forgus Milligan. It then embraced within its boun- 
dary a large part of Buckhart, Mt. Auburn, Mosquito and the 
north part of Stonington townships. 


EARLY SETTLERS. 


Among the carly settlers may be mentioned the names of Eph- 
raim Cooper and Benjamin Giger, who with their families settled 
here in 1820. They were accompanied by John Cooper and 
family and Mr. Couper, the father of Ephraim and John, and 
lfenry Giger and Witham Bragg. AH emigrated from Tennessee 
in the year 1820, and settled on the Buekhart. These were the 
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flour and feed store in the city of Lancaster. He carried on a 
wholesale and retail business, and had a large trade. Ile was mar- 
ried in the city of Lancaster on the nineteenth day of September, 
1848, to Miss Margaret Ober, who was born in Lancaster, July 18, 
1825, and was a daughter of Benjamin Ober. After his marriage, 
Mr. Livergood lived in Laneaster one year. He had been xome- 
what unfortunate in his business at Laneaster, and so determined 
to remove to the west. Accordingly, in the spring of 1850 he 
came to Sangamon county, and engaged in farming in the neighbor- 
hood of Pleasant Plains ou rented Jand. In 18653 he bought one 
hundred and twenty acres of prairic Jand in Stonington township, 
without any improvements. Ile moved on this tract and went to 
improving it. At the time of his death he owned two hundred 
acres of land. Myr. and Mrs. Liyergood have eight children, all 
living: Francis Salome, wife of Richard Stone; Daniel Webster, 
Peter, Henry O. (farming in Kansas), Ann Margaret, John Wesley, 
Phebe C. and Edmund. Mr. Livergood was a republican in_poli- 
tics. Ife was a man of industry, and was known as an honest 
and good citizen. 


TOW Nes Eee: 


pioneers and first settlers on the North Fork ; they came to this 
county in a keel-boat by descending the Tennessee and Ohio rivers, 
and then ascending the Mississipi, [linois and Sangamon rivers. 
They were industrious citizens. Ephraim Cooper planted an or- 
chard, and it was in bearing in 1827. Benj. Giger and Ephraim 
Couper built the first frame dwelling-houses im the county. They 
sawed the Inmber with a whip-saw. John Cooper was a Methodist 
preacher and also a justice of the peace for many years. William 
Bragg lived for a long time at a place since known as “Campbell’s 
Point.” Miss Fannie, a sister of Ephraim Cooper, married George 
Dickinson in 1828, and his daughter married David Cagle. 

Other settlers were: Martin Hinkle, who came in 1821; Moses 
Archer, in 1827; James Baker, in 1828. In 1831 came Henry 
Davis, Sr., Dial Davis, Sr., and John Davis, the father of Henry 
and Dial Davis, and Forgus Milligan. The Wadkins family and 
Phillip and John Locker came in 1856; Col. Peter Porter, in 
1850, and Robert and William Hazlett, in 1831; Thomas EHiott, 
in 1834; Isaac Virden, the same year; John Crumpton, in 1835. 
In 1836 Overton Williams, Henry 8. Luckett, John Melin- 
ney, fT. E. V. Farris and Gustavus Kilburn. Then follows 
William Robbins, 1838; H. G. Lindley, 1859, and Samuel J. 
Sadler. 

Robert Hazlett relates that WiHiam and Robert Hazlett, Sr., 
came to Christian county and settled on the Buekhart, in the west- 
ern part of thix precinct, before the “deep snow.” He tells many 
interesting incidents in connection with that memorable period. 
Ile states that his father had a cotton gin and cleaned over 3,000 
pounds of cotton a year. During the winter of the “ deep snow” 
the family all lived in one cabin twenty feet square. They kept a 
barrel of pickled pork in the chimney corner, outside of the cabin, 
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covered and weighted down to protect it from the wolves; he 
states that they butchered a lot of hogs the day the “ deep snow ” com- 
menced falling, and they froze stiff hanging on the pole out-doors, 
and there they remained for six weeks; that one desperately cold 
night, his only cow became fresh, and to save her and the calf, 
they drove them in the cabin and kept them over night. They 
had no stable or out-house. 
LAND ENTRIES. 

Moses Archer entered the first tract of Jand in the township— 
the N. W. half S. W. quarter section 13, township 15, range 3—on 
the 27th November, 1827,—his mill seat. Ephraim Cooper en- 
tered the N. W. half S. W. quarter section 24, township 15, range 
3, April 4, 1829. The U.S. land survey was made in July, 1821. 
Benj. Giger entered May 9, 1829, the S. W. quarter of section 22. 


FIRST MARRIAGE. 


The first marriage within the bounds of this township was George 
Dickson to Francis Cooper, a sister of Ephraim Cooper, on the 
15th of September, 1825. The license was issued by Charles I. 
Matheney, Clerk of Sangamon county, and the marriage ceremony 
was performed by Rev. Rivers McCormick of the M. 1s. Church. 

Sometimes in the olden time it was dithenlt to get the marriage 
ceremony performed even after the license had been procured. In 
one of these emergencies Samuel Lee, a member of the county 
commissioners’ court, “ hitched up’’ a couple in 1524, and, it is 
said, proved a suecess. 

SCTLOOLS. 

The first school taught in the new settlement was in a rude cabin 
on the farm east of Martin Hinkle’s place, in 1851. The teacher 
“boarded around,” and was considered well qualified, but had one 
bad trait—he would occasionally take his dram, which at times 
would overpower him, and he would fall into a profound sleep. “ At 
one time,’’ says our informant, “ when he was asleep, all the scholars 
left the school-room and went home, failing to close the door after 
them. A herd of sheep grazing on the premises took shelter in the 
school-room, and when the ‘ master” awoke from his slumbers, he 
was astonished at the character and appearance of his pupils. 


MILLs, 


“ Archie’s Mill” was bnilt at a very early day, on the banks of 
the Sangamon River. It was a saw and grist mill, and propelled 
by the waters of that stream. It was largely patronized by the sur- 
rounding country before the “deep snow,” and long after it served 
well its day. “ Baker’s Mill’ was also one of the early mills lo- 
cated on the Sangamon river, abont five miles above Archie’s 
Mill. It was commenced by Dial Davis, Sr., and completed by 
James Baker. It was noted at one time for its many proprietors ; 
it was largely patronized; was a saw and grist mill. After the 
“ deep snow” in 1851 there was a poor crop of corn, The weather 
was cold, and early frost seriously injured it. It is said there was a 
slight frost in almost every month during the season. Good “ seed- 
corn’’ in the spring of 1832 was very scarce. It was this same 
spring that Capt. Bougue’s steamboat ascended the Sangamon river 
to the “ Portland landing.” It was principally freighted with corn. 
A writer to the Springfield Journal, from White Hall, under date 
of October, 1847, says: Forty-three years ago there was a frost on 
the morning of September 12th that was more severe than any that 
we have yet experienced.” 

This date would make it September 12, 1831, the fall after the 
deep snow, which was so destructive to the corn crop, and the next 
spring, 1832, experienced so much difficulty in procuring seed corn. 
The steamboat cargo helped to supply that deficiency, It was just 
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the thing the country wanted, and the captain sold it out for $2.50 
per bushel. There was a still further demand, when the captain 
advertised to make a second trip with his boat, and deliver at the 
landing 10,000 bushels in April of that year, if subscribed for in 
advance, but the boat never returned. 

Supervisors.—Jno. M. Will, elected 1866; David Henshie, 1867 ; 
D. Davis, 1868; Victor Thompson, 1869; Eli Porter, 1870, re- 
elected 1871; J. M. Hill, 1872, re-elected 1873; J. M. Hill, 1874; 
M. V. Swick, 1875; H. Bloxam, 1876; John A. Hazlett, 1577, 
re-elected 1878 and 779; D. T. Barrett, 1880. 

Assessors—Henry Keiser, J. K. Cawood, two terms; J. 8. Fos- 
ter, L. N. Smith, two terms; A. P. Miller, Jacob Cooper, W. Mark- 
well, John H. Faweett, W. Y. Crosthwait, two terms, J. H. Meachan. 
J. P. Cooper, 1876; W. Y. Crosthwait, 1877, re-elected 1878; 
John Meacham, 1879. 

Collectors.—Dial Davis, 1866; Robert A. Hazlett, 1867 ; Richard 
Jones, 1865; J. C. Paxton, 1869, re-elected 1870; John Cole, 1871; 
J.C. Paxton, 1872; W.C. Sharp, 1873, re-elected 1874; F. P, 
Davis, 1875; J. W. Hartsuck, 1876, re-elected 1877 ; S. N. Nebloek, 
1878; BR. Parrish, 1579, re-elected 1880, 

Town Clerks —Vfezekiah Davidson, Richard Kimball, James 
White, W. C. Sharp, 1.8 Perrish, OQ. Z, Lousley, prior to 1876 ; 
O. Z. Tiousley, 1876; A. L. Parrish, 1877, re-elected 1878; O. 
Z. Housley, 1879. 

Commissioners of Highways.—James 8. Milligan, Wim. M. Loxton, 
John Hazlett, IT. N. North, J. LH. Lawrence, Wm. T. Baker, John 
Montgomery, Duncan Lahue, Thomas Harris, W. H. Auger, G. A. 
Parrish, Fleming Prickett, J. A. Hazlett, 1876; John Montgomery, 
1877; Wm <Augur, 1878; Duncan Lahue, 1879. 

Justices of the Peace.—T. P. Kipper, Asa Montgomery, Wm, E. 
Pettis, F. Henshie, A. W. Broadess, H. Bloxam, P. P. Daigh, John 
He Lawrence, and IP: Omen: 

Constubles—George Housley, Martin V. Swick, John C. Paxton 
and James R. Foster. 


MT. AUBURN 

The following notes of the editor of the Swngumon Journal, of 
September 18, 1859, are expressive of the status of this section of 
country at thatdate. “ Messrs. John Grigg, J. V. Williamson and 
Augustus 8. Mitchell, of Philadelphia, Pa., Cyrus P. Smith, of 
Brooklyn, N. Y., Elias P. Bishop, of New Haven, Ct., and J. B. 
Angur, now a resident of Mt. Auburn, are the proprietors of a tract 
of Jand in Dane county (late south-east part of Sangamon county), 
containing abont 40,000 acres, 15,000 of which are heavily timbered. 
The entry lies on and south of the North Fork of the Sangamon 
river, and is, on the north and east, bounded by Mosquito (or Silver 
Creek); west by Buckhart Creek, and sonth by prairie. It is about 
ten miles long and six broad. About the centre of this tract rises Mt. 
Auburn, elevated some fifty feet above the surrounding country. 
This elevation is most beautiful and commands an extensive view, 
overlooking the country for some ten or fifteen miles, and embracing 
within the limits of vision the towns of Allenton, Stonington, and 
but for an intervening skirt of timber Edinburg, and part of San- 
gamon and Logan counties. The improvements in Mt. Auburn are 
at this time limited. It was surveyed and platted by J. R. Skinner, 
July 11,1839; not a blow had been struck for its improvement until 
this date. Now it has one large store, one large barn, designed for 
the uzxe of a tavern, and one dwelling-house. Materials are now 
collected for the erection of a brick tavern house, which it is in- 
tended will be second to none in the state, the walls of which will 
be commenced forthwith. A brick church (an evidence of the high 
moral and religious feeling of Mr. Grigg, as well as his liberality), 
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will be erected in the ensuing spring. There are already several 
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superior eastern mechanics located in the place, embracing joiners, 
carpenters, black»miths, tailors, masons, and brick-makers. Asan 
evidence of the health of the place, a case of sickness has not 
oceurred among them. Mt. Auburn is located on Sec. 12, T. 15, 
Range 2.W. It is twenty-two miles from Springticld and twenty 
south-west of Decatur, 
to Terre ITaute, which is a leading ronte for travelers. It is within 
five miles of the Northern Cross railroad, and about eighteen miles 
from the Hlinois Central railread. It is expeeted that the Northern 
Cross railroad will be completed from the Hlinois river to Spring- 
field by the Ist of Jane, 1840, which will be within twenty-two 
miles of Mt. Auburn. 

Within a circuit of eight miles around Mt. Auburn 140 famihes 
are located. The population recently arrived is mostly from the 
New England states. The old residents are generally from Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee and the south. The tract of country belonging to 
this company, tor beauty, fertility and health we do not believe is 
The land is gently and 


Tt lies on the main road from Springfield 


exceeded in any location in the state. 
agrecably undulating, sach asx any eastern man would xelect for a 
The soil 


generally is equal to the best portions of Sangamon ; it contains a 


farm, every foot of which seems capable of cultivation. 


larger portion of sand than some of our soils, and as experience 
has shown, this description of soil will stand the drought much 
better than heavier soils, and at the same time is much warmer and 
can be improved carlicr in the season. The policy of the company 
is libera) ; they wish to secure an intelligent, moral and industrious 
population. To secure these results, they will dispose of neither 
lands or town lots, but to such as will make actual settlements.” 


DANE COUNTY, (NOW CIWUISTIAN COUNTY), 


“Ts situated in a very desirable climate removed from the extremes 
of heat and cold—in about the latitude of Philadelphia. The 
winters from necessity, are much shorter than those of the New 
England states, and the cost and labor of raising cattle is almost in- 
comparably less. All the fruits, vegetables aud grapes, which 
flourish in the northern states, here succeed in great perfection and 
with fer less labor, and besides the country produces southern vege- 
tables to which the farmers of the north are strangers. The facility 
of making farms upon our prairies is good. The emigrant can make 
a better farm in the prairie in two or three years time than in 
timbered land in fitteen years, The country in a short period of 
time must become denscly populated. The company design to 
erect a steam null at Mt. Auburn the ensuing spring. It will secure 
the rapid improvement of the town, There is a saw-mill within 
fonr miles of the town, on the Sangamon river, propelled by water 
power, bnt it is not able to supply a tithe of the demand for lumber. 
John Grigg’s liberality to this town is known and acknowledged. 
Williamson is an opulent and retired merchant of Philadelphia, 
Mr. Mitchell is well known a> the publisher of most of the maps of 
the day. Mr. Bishop is a stock man, and is making arrangements 
to bring to this county a valuable breed of foreign cattle.” 

PMirst Steaw Mi/l.—The first steam mill built in the county was 
by John B. Aagur, in Mt. Auburn, in the summer of 1840. The 
works were furnished by T. IP. Secor & Co., of Phikudelphia; con- 
sisting of a steam cugine, twonty-horse power, with sutheient boiler 
for steam and inill gear for two run of stones; and for two saws— 
together with mill stones, burr, bolting cloth all complete, and same 
delivered at Beardstown, Ulinois, far $5300. Mr. Augur was the 
agent of the Eastern colony, settling in and around Mt. Auburn. 
None but the saw mill and one pair of burrs, for grinding corn, 
was ever put in operation, This enterprise measurably tailed, 
owing to the “hard jtimes” aud depression in monctary matters, 


eaused by the financial panic of 1887, The mill in a year or two 
was sold, and the works removed to Beardstown. 

The lhounds of the North Fork precinct, were reduced from 
time to time in the formation of new precincts; but Mt. Auburn 
and Mosquito townships remained together till the adoption of 
township organization in the spring of 1866. ‘The places of voting 
have been at different points; first at Forgus Milligans, when the 
county was organized ; second, at Dr. Leeds’ place, now owned by 
Danicl Niger; third, on Esquire John Benson’s farm, now owned 
by Dial Davis; fourth, M. P. Goodrich’s old farm residence ; fifth, 
Mt. Auburn and sixth at Bolivar. At the organization of the 
county, the North Fork precinct elected, August 5th, 1839, A. D. 
Northeutt and James Baker its first justices of the peace, and James 
M. Fletcher and Thos, E. V. Farris, its first constables. The total 
vote then cast in the whole northern part of the county was about 
100. At the presidential election in November, 1876, embracing 
the same territory, the total vote cast was about 1000. In Mt. 
Auburn township, at this same election, the vote cast was 379, 

On the adoption of township organization in 1866, the county 
court formed the Mt. Auburn precinct, by placing together the 
fractional parts of three townships: Townships 15-2; 15-3; 16-2 
W. Ttis in triangular form, nine miles long by seven wide at 
its widest point, rendered fractional by the mcauderings of the San- 
gumon river. Jt embraces an area of 44 square miles. At the 
first election held under township organization, April Sd, 1866, 
John M. Till was chosen its first supervisor; Asa Montgomery and 
Charles Cole, justices of the peace. 

The cholera prevailed alarmingly at Mt. Auburn in 1852. Forty 
victims were carried off by this dreadful scourge. Among them 
wax the wife of Esquire Knight, and daughter of the old pioneer, 
Mylo Skinner, late of Greenwood township. Dr. Tupper, one of 
the old ptoncer settlers of Mt. Auburn township, lost his life whilst 
sitting on the end of a flour barrel; the wagon on going off from a 
bridge dropped suddenly, and he was precipitated under the 
wheels and killed. 

Old Martin Ifinkle, at a very early day, sold whisky. It is re- 
Jated of him that he could neither read nor write, but kept his 
accounts on the wall. It was at that period customary for candi- 
dates to treat befure elections ; some would deposit some money for 
that purpose, others not. It made no difference ; he always opened 
an account, with cach eandidate as his friends called for a drink, 
by having his name Jegibly written high upon the wall, and under 
this he kept a kind of tally list with chalk. As he doled out a 
glass he would chalk one. Jlis ledger was large; and you could 
find the name of eyery prominent man in the county, whether 
candidate, teacher or preacher, for years afterwards on the walls. 
He never balanced his ledger ; the account always stood unpaid. 

Karly Preachers—The first sermons preached in this township 
were hy Aaron Vandeyeer and William Crow, Baptist ministers, at 
the house of Mr. Uancock in the year 1831. 

First School.—Was taught in the township by Patrick O'Bryan. 

First Birth. —The first child was born in October, 1830, the son 
of Willian George ; he was christened George William George. 


VILLAGE OF MT. AUBURN (PARTIAL RECAPITULATION), 


Was laid out by John B. Augur, John Grigg, 1. V. Wilhamson, 
Cyrus P. Smith, Elias B. Bishop and Augustus Mitchell. The 
above were the original proprietors. The location of the town is 
section 12; township, 15-2; T. R. Skinner, county surveyor, of 
Logan county, made the survey, The chain carriers were William 
Robins, Richard Simkins and Jackson Caywood. 


The first store was kept by John B. Augur, in the year 1839. 
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The same fall he sold out to the firm of Camp, Bradish & Co. 
Wiliam Phillips was the pioneer blacksmith in 1840, The first 
resident physician was Dr. J. Hughes. In February, 1857, two 
tiers of blocks were vacated on the north and south, and one tier 
of blocks on the east and west side. 

The first buildings erected were by the founders of the town in 
1839; store-house, dwelling-house and hotel; the hotel was a brick 
building 23 stories high. Tt was never completed and was taken 
down in the year 1876, 

Thomas Marr kept hotel here in 1840 and 1841; the next twe 
years the building was occupied as a residence, hy Warner and 
Gates, who operated the first mill here in 1842, as betore stated ; the 
mill was afterwards sold and moved to Beardstown. 

The first sermon preached in the village, was by Rey. Dresser, 
now @ resident of Springfield. The post-office was established in 
1859, and John B. Augur was the first post-master. 

Present Business Houses—Genera] dry-goods store, hy Richard 
Kimball; groceries and drugs, by Dial Davis & Son; groceries and 
drugs, by If. D. Parker. Mr. Parker is also post-master. 

Cabinet Muker and Crdertaker, Ezekiel Sargeant. 

Blacksmiths, Jacob M. Wisc, John Sargeant. 

Carriage and Wagon Muker—E. R. Mooney. 

Wagon Maker—D. Everet. 

Hotel, kept by William F. Milligan. 

Painter—A. 8. Parrish. 

Harness and Shoe Maker—J. R. Vanderbelt. 

Phystcians—Henry Bloxam, J. H. Lawrence, A. Conel, J. B. 
Matthew, O. C. Reynolds. In 1860 the MM. E. church was built; 
it is quite a comfortable house 34x40 feet. In 1869 the Christian 
church was erected; it is 86x45 feet in size. The present school- 
house was built in 1861. -There are also two saloons in the place. 

Believing that it wonld be of interest to onr readers, we subjoin 
the changes in business that have taken place in Mt. Auburn. The 
third store was kept by John S. Foster; it was a general store. 
He began business in 1847, and two years later sold ont to [enry 
Davis, who carried on the business about one year. He sold the 
establishment to P. N. Hooper, and V. 1D. Emert. About three 
mouths after Hooper sold his interest to his partner, and Emert con- 
tinued by himself only about three months and then quit business. 
In 1851 P. B. Night & Co. started a general dry goods and grocery 
store ; two vears after sold out to John &. Foster, and in 1854 Mr. 
Foster sold to M. Stattord & Co. ; they continued the business until 
1857, when they were succeeded by C. E. Bosworth, who continued 
until 18569. In 1854 P. B Night opened a dry-goods and grocery 
store, and in 1856 sold to Jolin Cole, who turned the stock into 
clothing, and about six months afterward consolidated his stock 
with C. E. Bosworth. 

John B. Zaring built a store-house in the fall of 1857, and started 
a general store, and continued in business until some time in 1858 ; 
then sold to Robert H. Fowkes, who continued about six months. 
The store afterward occupied by D. Davis & Son was built by M. 
P. Goodrich, in the year 1856, who carried on a general dry-goods 
business until 1859, when he sold to B. R. Parrish, who continued 
in business until 1860. Benjamin Ellis started a general store in 
1862, and continued until 1867. On Mareh 26, 1859, M. Stattord 
opened a store and continued in business until Feb. 19th, 1866, 
when he sold out to John Jones, who continued until April, 1867. 

Present officers, J. G. Harvey, W. M., H.C. Shanafelt, 8. W- 
Tra Lindsley, J. W, F. M. Thomas, Treas., O. Z. Housley, Sec., 
P. P. Daigh, 8. D., G. L. Daigh, J. D, J. Kh. Porter, Chaplain, 
J. S. Richards, Tyler. 

Present membership 37. Lodge owns half the hall. 


M. Stafford began business again in March, 1869, and continued 
until the first of January, 1873, when he sold to 2. Kimball, who 
carried on the business until the spring of 1878, since which time 
Mr. {Ximball has conducted the business for J. R. Race, of Decatur. 
Davis and White opened a drug and grocery store in November, 
1872, and were burned out February 14th, 1875. During the 
years 1871-72 Dr. Lawrence carried on adrug store From 768 
to 70 Messrs. Cook and Thompson carried on a general dry-goods 
store. On the 6th of November, 1878, Davis and Bloxam started 
a drug and grocery store. On the Ist of January, 1875, Bloxam 
retired from business, and in March, 1877, Davis sold out to Dr. J. 
B. Matthew, who occupied it until July, 1878, since which time the 
store has heen carried on by D. Davis & Son. In 1863 Dr Conel 
opened a drug store and continued in business until 1576, at which 
time he sold out to Hf. D. Parker. 

GROVE CITY. 

The village of Grove City is situated ou section 34, township 15, 
range 2. It is located in the midst of a rich agricultural district, 
and among an enterprising and thrifty class of people. It is about 
ten miles and a half due north of Taylorville. 

The first house was erected by FE. N. Hogland in 1858; it was 
a frame building. F. H. Henshie opened and kept the first store. 
The first Blacksmith shop was built and operated by A. Henshie. 
The first serinon was preached by Rey. B. F. Hungerford, in the 
year 1865. The first school was tanght, in 1876, by Sylvester Pat- 
terson. The first physician was Dr. H. J. Grismer, who located 
here in 1864. A post-office was established here in 1862, F. H. 
Ifenshie post-master. The present school-honse was erected in 1876, 
The Methodist Episcopal Church was built in 1866. 


PRESENT BUSINESS HOUSES. 

Dry Goods Store—Owned by R. Little, of Decatur, and man- 
aged by H. C. Shanafelt. 

Drug and Groeery Store.—J. (a. Harvey & Co. 

Boot and Shoe Store—John Engle. 

The Blacksmiths are A. Flock, and M. Collins. 

Harness Maker. — F. M. Thomas. 

Wagon Maker and Undertaker. —s. J. Snyder. 

House and Sign Painter—Rufus Housley. 

The Physicians are Dr. W. ff. Vermilion and Dr, J. G. Harvey. 

The resident Methodist minister is Rev. R. L. Robinson. 

The Benevolent Societies are as follows :— 

Grove City Lodge, No. 275, LO. O. F., was instituted May 3, 
1872. The charter members were John Cole, Eli Porter, John C. 
Paxton, Henry Kirk, J. M. Milligan, Win. E. Petters, J. H. Law- 
rance, Henry Bloxam, J. W. Johnson. 

First officers, J. C. Paxton, N. G., Eli Porter, V. G., Henry 
Bloxam, Sec., Henry Kirk, Treas. 

Present officers, 1. W. Bowman, N. G., V. T. Houston, V. G., 
J. H., Davis, Ross J. Co Paxton, 2. Ss. He C) Shanafelt: Treas: 
Present membership is 34. The lodge owns half of the hall. 

Fisher Lodge, No. 585, A. FL & A. Mo Dispensation granted 
Nov. 15, 1867. The eharter members were R. A. Uazlett, A. D. 
Bond, John Hazlett, J. A. Short, Eh Porter, J.G. Porter, L Smith 
J. W. Davidson, Wm. Daigh. 

First officers, J. G. Harvey, W. i, E. P2 May, S. W., John 
ILazlett, J. W., R. A. (lazlett, Treas., L. Smith, Sec., J. W. David- 
son, 8. D., J. A. Short, J. D., [f. N. North, Tyler. 

BOLIVIA POST OFFICE. 
Is situated on section 18, Tp. 15, range 2. The route was established 
on March 4th, 1878, and the first mail was received December 13, 
1879. F. Prickett is post-master, and W. T. Baker deputy P. M. 
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Amono the prominent old citizens of Christian county, may be 
mentioned the name that heads this sketch. He was born in Bour- 
bon county, Kentucky, June 29th, 1828. Jlis father, James Baker, 
emigrated to Hlinois when the subject of our sketch was a babe. 
He was also a native of Bourbon county, Kentucky, and was the 
tenth white child born in that county. His father, Isaac Baker, 
was a native of Maryland, and participated in the Revolutionary 
war. He was of German descent, and emigrated from Maryland 
to Kentucky soon after the close ot the above war. Ile there mar- 
ried Miss Peggy Waddle. They raised a family of twelve children, 
nine sons and three daughters, In 1828 he emigrated to Ilinois 
with his family and settled in Sangamon county. Six of his sons 
were married and had families. He and four of his sons settled in 
the above named county in 1828, where he lived until his death, at 
the advanced age of ninety-six years. His wife preceded him about 
-ix yours, at the age of eighty-six. Ter death was the first in the 
family after their marriage, and at this time her youngest ehild was 
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fifty-four years of age. At the time of Isaac Baker’s death, he had 
one hundred and sixty-three children, grand-children and great- 
grand-children. He followed the life of a farmer, and lived a 
quiet and unostentatious life; made himself a good, comfortable 
home, and lived a much respected citizen. His son James settled 
in what is now Christian county, before it was organized, and when 
it was cut off from Sangamon the division made him a citizen of 
Christian county. He was married in Kentucky, before coming to 
Illinois, to a Miss Nancy Squires. They had seven children born 
to them in Kentucky, and two in Illinois. For a number of years 
James Baker served as constable, while under the jurisdiction of 
Sangamon, At the first election held in Christian county, he was 
elected justice of the peace, an office he held for eight years. Te 
built a water mill on the North Fork of the Sangamon river in 
1835. It was a saw and grist mill, familiarly known as “ Baker’s 
Mill.” 

He took a great interest in all agricultural movements. He 
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was one of the foremost exhibitors of stock at the county fairs. 
Tfe was an old line whig, and usually took an active part in the 
elections. He was an energetic and industrious farmer, and did 
everything in his power to further the development of his county. 
He died on the place he improved, at the age of eighty-two, on the 
l4th of February, 1869. His wife’s death occurred three years 
afterward, at the same age. W. F. Baker was here brought up. 
He assisted his father on the farm and at the mill during his 
minority. At the age of twenty-six he went to Calitornia overland, 
and returned the same way, after four years. While in California 
he carried on a hotel and livery stable. He returned to Ulinois, 
and alter two years he was united in marriage to Miss Sarah EL 
Green. She was a native of Ohio. They have a family of four 
children, two boys and two girls, viz.: John &., Fannie Winneford, 
Lillie Ann and Henry Turley. After Mr. Bakers marriage, he 
began farming and stock-raising in Mt. Auburn township, where he 
now resides. He has also been engaged in shipping stock nearly 
twenty years. He takes quite an interest in the agricultural socicty 
of the county, as his father did before him, and for seventeen years 
he has been represented in the stock ring as a prominent exhibitor. 
At one time he had twenty-one head of stock on exhibition and 
carried away twenty-three premiums. He takes a pride in fine 
horses, and knows one when he sees it. During his younger days, 
when the country was new and game plenty, he took delight in 
hunting. He would often kill four or five deer in one day with his 
rifle, and on one oceasion he killed twenty deer in a single day, 
under the following cireumstances: There came a heavy rain upon 
a snow, and it froze, making the whole country a sheet of ice, and, 
upon horse-back, with a hickory club in hand, it was no trouble to 
slay the deer, which were wholly at the hunters’ mercy. 

When Mr. Baker started out in life, he was unaided. All he 
possessed were two willing hands and a good constitution. Me has 
made all he owns by industrious toil and fair dealing. He is now 
Notary Public. Politically he isa firm and uncompromising re 
publican. He voted that ticket in North Fork precinct, when it 
comprised the northern part of the connty, and polled seven hun- 
dred and forty-four votes, seven hundred and forty democrats and 
four republicans. The other three republicans were his father, 
George Housley and W. Y. Crosthwait. Such is the outline of an 
industrious and practical farmer of Christian county. 


HENRY BLOXAM, M. D., 


Was born in the city of Philadelphia, Pa., March 17, (851. [le 
was the son of Henry and Elizabeth Ann Bloxam. Menry Bloxam 
was anative Englishman, and emigrated to America in about 1825. 
He was a man of fine education and good business qualifications, 
Upon his Inuding in America, he immediately found employment 
in the old established book firm of Grigg & Elliott; for fourteen 
years he was their book-keeper, and had charge of the entire busi- 
ness. He then met and married his wife, Elizabeth Aun Horwath, 
October 7, 1828; she was a native of New Jersey. Mr. Bloxam 
there raised his family of five children, the doctor being the second, 
and now the only surviving member of the family. His father, as 
above stated, had a good position in Philadelphia, and saved money, 
and, being desirous to invest it in some paying business, came 
west in 1859, and started a general store in Mt. Auburn, under the 
name of Camp, Braddish & Co. He then returned to Philadelphia. 
Camp and Braddish were to carry on the business, aud receive part 
of the profits. After two years Mr, Bloxam found it was not a 
paying investment, and from reports that the firm was not in a good 
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condition, financially, he so informed his employees, and told tham 
also, that he would be compelled to resign bis position, to look 
after his affairs In the west, and that he intended to make the west 
his future home. Mr. Bloxam had heen a good and faithful man 
to them and as much as they disliked to part with him, they told 
him that if it was his desire to go west, they wished him well, 
and further, in token of their friendship, they presented him a 
deed for six hundred and forty acres of land, in one body, lying 
in what is now Buckhart township. So in 1841, he came to Mt. 
Auburn the second time, and brought out his family.  Ifis expec- 
tations were fully realized. When he arrived at Mt. Auburn he 
soon found that he had been victimized to the amount of two 
thousand dollars. He closed out the entire business, and turned 
over the entire stock of goods on hand, to the creditors of the firm. 
He then began the life of'a farmer, an entirely new business to him, 
The Jand that had been presented to him, lay at the head of Buck- 
hart Grove. Ile improved part of this section, and for many years 
it was known as the Bloxam farm. Mr. Bloxam lived upon this 
place until his death, which occurred Angust 18, [844. He was a 
man ot the most straightforward rectitude in business, and his 
honesty was never doubted. His wife survived him ten years. 
She dicd in Springfield, August 6, 1854. The subject of our sketch 
began the study of medicine with Dr, Leeds, of Mechaniesburg, Tli- 
nois, inthe fall of 1846. He studied under the doctor for five 
years, and then began the practice in Mt Auburn, and for nearly 
thirty years he lias attended the sick, with success, in that vicinity. 
In 1857 he began the study of Jaw, and was admitted to the bar, 
in 1862. Since his residence in Mt. Auburn, he has held the office 
of Justice of the Peace, for about eighteen years, and was acting 
deputy sheriff for some time, under Sheriff’ Goodrich. February 
1z, 1544, he was united in marriage to Miss Ellen T. Parrish, a 
resident of Mt. Auburn. They have a family of five children, viz: 
Lucy E., now the wife of George E. Thaxton, living near Mt. 
Auburn, William G, Edwin G., Arthar McLean, and Charles J. 
In politics the doctor ts a democrat. He represented bis township 
iu the Board of Supervisors, for one term; and during his protes- 
siohal connection with the people of Christian county, he has won 
confidence, as well for his good qualities as a citizen and an enter- 
prising member of the community, as tor his services aud attain- 
ments as a physician. 


J. BL. MATTHEW, M D.,, 


A PROMINENT physician of Christian county, was born near where 
Palmer now stands, March 2, 1850. He was the son of Osear F. 
and Margaret Matthew. His futher was a native ot Virginia, and 
his mother of Indiana. Simon Matthew, the grandtather of J. B. 
Matthew, emigrated with his family to Sangamon county, His, as 
early as 1833, where he improved a farm in what is now Cotton 
Hill township, and lived there until his death. He was known as 
a careful and industrious farmer, a plain and unassuming man and 
a good citizen. Oscar Matthew was about twelve years of age 
when his father moved into Sangamon county. [Te grew to man- 
hood in this county, and there met Margaret Britton, who atter- 
ward became his wife, in 1845. They lived in Sangamon county 
until December 5, 1849, when they moved to Christian county, and 
settled near where Palmer is, where he improved « farm and lived 
several years, subsequently moving back to Cotton Hill township, 
Sangamon couuty, [ls., where he now lives. His life occupation 
has been that of a farmer and stock-raiser. [Te r 


aised a fumily of 
His elder brother, 
the Rey. W.S. Matthew, is a prominent minister in the city of 


six children, of whom the doctor is the second. 
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Springfield, TH., now having charge of the M. E. Chureh of that 
place. 

The doctor was raised on a firm, and attended the common 
sehools of the neighborhood, whereby he received a fair cducation, 
At the age of cighteen. he was nnited in marriage to Miss Ainanda 
i. Lawley, daughter of William 2, Lawley, an old resident of 
Sangamon county. They have one ehild, Charles i. The doctor, 
after his marriage, returned to Christian county, near Maple Grove, 
where he tollawed farming for two years. Although raised on a 
farm. he never liked the business, and thinking he was better in- 
tended for some professional business, he moved to Taylorville and 
hegan the study of medicine under Drs. J. WU. and LL Clark, 
two prominent practitioners of that place. He remained with 
them about three vears, after which he attended the American 
Medical College of St. Louis, where he graduated May 12, 1875. 
Le tmmediately bein the practice of his chosen profession in the 
villaze of Mt. Auburn, and has so eoutinued up to the present 
time with agreeable success. For a time he was engaged in the 
mercantile business in Mt. Auburn, but his adventure proved un- 
suecestul, Lis intention in the future is to give his entire atten- 
tion to his profession. In polities he is a republican. He is a gen- 
tleman, popular for bis genial qualities, an.) has an execltent stand- 
ing as a physician, and is, as vet a young man full of vigor, Tle 
will undoubtedly add greater laurels to his reputation. 


P, COOPER 
Was the son of John and Susannah Cooper; he was born in Sangam- 
on county, Hlinois, June 20, 1826. John Cooper was a native of 
South Carolina; his fathers name was also John, and he was a native 
of the Carolinas | My. Cooper's ancestry have lived in America for 
several gencrations. Jolin Cooper, the grandfather of the subjeet of 
our sketch, was born in South Carolina, in 1772. Te was married 
there, and seven of his childrea were born in that state. Tle moved 
with lis finnily to Jefferson county, Tennesse, in 1820, Some of 
his children continued their western qarch in the same year, and 
tle lived in Tennessee two 
years, and then with the remaining members of his family came to 


settled in Sangamen county, T1linois. 


Sungamon county, and settled in what is now Cooper township. 
John Cooper, the father of the subject of our sketch, was born dune 
3, 1794, and was taken by his parents to Tennessee, where he was 
marricd to Susannah Peyton. By this union they had one child 
when Mrs, Cooper died. Mr, Cooper was again married to Miss 
Susannah Giger. They bad two children born to them in Tennessee 
wnd moved to Sangamon county, as stated above in 1820, and settled 
near where Rochester now stands, and one year kiter moved to 
what is now Cooper township. They had nine children born te them 
in Sangamon county, Gf whom the subject of our sketch was the fifth. 
dohn Cooper for several years was amember of the Sangamon coun- 
ty Board, and filled the office of Fustiee of the Peace tor a number 
of years, Tle was a member of the Methodist chureh, and local 
minister; he devated a great part of his declining years in preaching 
the Gospel. Te solemnized the marriages of many couples among 
the early settlers, and when the township erganization was effected, 
his name was given te the township in whieh he lived, as a amark of 
respect to his memory. Ue lived the life ofa good and worthy cit- 
jzcu, and died danuary, E860, in the full hope of a better land. 
Myr. 2. Cooper has descended from a long line of turmers, amd was 
cducated to that avocation. fle received a common selool edien- 
tion such as the schools of tis day afforded. [Le marricd Miss Iliz- 
abeth Firey November 16 1545, She was a native of Washington 


county, Maryland, and was a daughter of Jacob Firey, who was a 
resident farmer of Christian county. They have been blessed with 
au family of four children, John IL, Jacob P., Mary 1. now the wife 
of A. Smith, a resident of Mt. Auburn township and Laura B. 
{lis sons aml his younger daughter are still beneath the parental 
roof. After Mr. Cooper's marriage he left his native eounty and 
settled in Mt. Aubura township, Christian county, where he now 
resides, Mr. Cooper has a fine farm of three hundred and fitty- 
three aeres, and one of the finest farm rezidenees in the eounty, a 
view of which can be seen in another part of this work. Tn politics 
he isa democrat; religiously he and his wife are members of the 
Lutheran church. He is quiet and unassuming in his manners, ehar- 
itable where there exists nny just eause, and dispenses a Hberal hos- 
pitality with the case and grace of the olden time. 


WILLIAM Y. CROSTHWAIT 


Was born in Trige county, Ky, Mareh 22d, 1826. Ilis father, 
Samuel T. Crosthwait, was a native of Maury county, Tennessee, 
and of Irish deseent. te here grew to manhood upon a farm. He 
attended the schools of Columbia, whereby he reeeived a good edu- 
eation ; at the age of seventeen he begun teaching sehool, a profes- 
sion he principally followed during his entire lite. At the age of 
twenty-one ar twenty-two, he went into Kentueky, where he mar- 
ried Miss Mary Young, July 7th, 1824; they raised a family of six 
children, {1 1852 he emigrated to {linois with his family, and 
settled within about one mile of the South Pork of Sangamon river, 
and about the same distanee from where the town of Taylorville 
now stands, Ife here epencd up an improvement, and during the 
winter months taught school until February 24th, 1835, when he 
was frozen to death under the following cireumstanees. During the 
inelement season, he took an ox team outto gather such necessaries 
as were awarded him for teaching, it being customary in those days 
for the citizens to pay the school-master in such articles as meal, 
pork, flour, or any other commodity which could be utilized in the 
teaeher’s family ; night came on before he eould reach home; be- 
coming bewildered in the darkness, he lost his way, and in the morn- 
ing, was found frozen to death upon the prairie. 

The subjeet of our sketch was then but nine years old, and being 
the eldest son, he remained with his mother until he beeame of age; 
much of the cares and responsibilities of raising erops and provid- 
ing for the family devolved upon him. <At the age of twenty-two 
he was united in marriage to Miss Sarah Murphy, January 5th, 
1848, who died about one year afterwards, January 28, 1849. Mr. 
Crosthwait again married, bis second choiee being Ellen M. Benson, 
to whom he was united Oeteber Ist, 1850. By this marriage he 
has a family of five children, four boys and one girl Mr, C. was 
edueated to farm life, and has made that his principal avoeation ; 
for four years he was in the mereantile business, and earried on a 
general store in Grove City, this county. In 1862 he enlisted in the 
late war into Company D. 150th Hinois Volunteers, under Captain 
Daniel De Camp, Col. Niles having command of the regiment until 
the close of the war. In polities, Mr. Crosthwait is a republican, 
and in 1878 was nominated by his party to represent the thirty- 
fourth district in the legislature, and was elected. He made a good 
and fiithtud member in the house. THe worked hard and talked but 
little, which, perhaps, is the best eulogy which can be pronouneed 
upon a judicious and eommendable law-maker. Mr. and Mrs. 
Crosthwait are members of the M, EE. Chureh, and have educated 
their family in that faith. His children are Uenry C., Mary L., 
Lyman L., George A, and William E, 
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Tue gentleman whose portrait is at the head of this page, in 
stature stands six fect, and in avoirdupois turns the beam at three 
hundred and twenty-five pounds. Jn disposition he is mirthfal, 
genial and sociable, and possesses those qualities that render his 
company pleasant and agreeable. He was born in Sangamon 
county, I}linois, within a short distance of the Christian county 
line, January 26,1835. He was the son of John and Anna North. 
John North was a native of Virginia, born November 22, 1806, 
near the village of Bent Creek, on James river, in Buckingham 
county. Tis grandfather, Richard North, was born in England, 
and followed the business of a cutler. He came to America and 
worked at his trade at Bent Creek. His wife’: maiden name was 
Thornton, but whether they were married in Mugland or America 
is unknown to their descendants. Their third son Peter, born in 
Virginia, was married there to Elizabeth Franklin, daughter of 
Robert Franklin, of Campbell county, Virginia. Peter North was 
a soldier from Virginia in the war with England in 1512. In 
1819 or ’20, he emigrated to Jefferson county, near Dandridge, 
Tennessee, taking with him six children. The second son, John, 
who was the father of the subject of this sketch, was then marricd, 
September 22, 1828, to Miss Anna Giger, who was a native of that 
county. Immediately after Mix. North’s marriage, he emigrated 
with his young wife to Sangamon county, II}linois, arriving April 
12,1829. They settled in what is now Cooper township, in the part 
lying north of the North Fork of the Sangamon river, where they 
raised a family of four boys, viz: Benjamin Houston, Harvey N., 
John W. and Andrew J. now deceased. Mr. North lost his wife, 
Annie North, Feb, 24, 1844. He was again married to Susannah 
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Eckel, by whom he had six children, all deceased. Mrs. North 
died in 1855, and Mr. North married Mrs. Amelia Woodruff, in 
1856. There have heen three children born by this union, all of 
whom are now living. Mr. North resides on the farm he first im- 
proved in 1829, three miles north of Mechanicsburg. 

Harvey N. North was there brought up and educated to farm 
life; a business he hax since followed. It was there he first met 
Miss Sarah E. Prather, who afterwards became his wife. They 
were married November 15, 1856. She was a daughter of Perry 
and Sarah I. Prather, and born in Maryland. Jer ancestry were 
early settlers of that state, and of German descent. Mrs. North’s 
father emigrated to Sangamon county about thirty years ago, and 
settled in Cooper township, where he died. His wife still survives 
him. Mr. and Mrs. North have raised a family of four boys, 
yiz: Tony, Emery, Clyde and Peter. They are all living at home. 
After Mr. North’s marriage, he settled in Christian county, where 
he has since resided. 

In politics, he isa democrat. Ife ix not a member of any reli- 
gious denomination, but hax always endeavored to live an upright 
and honorable life. He is a member of the Masonie order. Te 
has shared the hardships and privations incident to the settlement 
of a new country. His hair and whiskers are tinged with gray, 
but he bears remarkably well the burden of forty-five years, Now, 
in the prime of life, he may enjoy the teeming bounties of a pros- 
perous county, young in years but old in improvements in agricul- 
ture and in commercial importance. He is much esteemed in the 
community where he lives, and is destined to enjoy many years of 
honorable usefulness and reasonable prosperity. 
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DIAL DAVIS 
[Tas Hyed within fifteen miles of Mt. Auburn, where he now lives, 
for fifty-four years, making him one of the oldest citizens of Mt. 
Auburn iownship. le was born near Mechaniesburg, Sangamon 
county, January 10th, 1826. [fis father, John Davis, was a native 
of Tennessee, and lived near Nashville, in that state. Ile there 
inarricd Miss Sarah D. Milligan; they had two children born to 
them in Tennessee, one now Living. Tlenry Davis, who by industry 
and economy, bas aeqnired quite a fortune, is well known to 
the eitizens of Christian county. John Davis emigrated to Ifnots 
in the vear 1XIS; he first came to Springficld, where he stopped 
aint a yeur, and then settled east of Springfield, near Clear Lake, 
where he remained about two years, and subsequently moved south 
of Mechaniesburg, where he lived five years. They were living at 
this place during the deep snow. In 1882 they moyed south of the 
Sangamon river, and settled three and-a-half miles west of the mound 
where Mt. Auburn now stands. As the lands were not in the mar 
ket, he could not enter Jand ; for a small consideration he purchased 
the improvements of a “syuatter,” which consisted of a log house 
and a garden-patch; this was the first place he could  eall 
his own in IHinois; his intention was to enter the land as soon as 
the eountry began to settle up, but like many other early settlers in 
Illinois, he was “ Entered out” by a heartless speculator, and was 
compelled to locate in another track near by. Mr. and Mrs. Davis 
had four ehildren horn to them in Sangamou county, viz.: John 
deceased, William, Dial and Sarah, now the wife of M. V. Swick’ 
and a resident of Mt. Auburn; William is now a farmer in Mt, 
Auburn township. John Davis lived in Mt. Auburn township in the 
vicinity where he first settled and resided until bis death in 841; his 
wile preceded him about three years. The subject of our sketeh grew 
to manhood in this then thinly-settled country on a farm, and re- 
ecived such an edueation as the early times afforded. At the age 
of twenty he enlisted in the war with Mexico; he was in Company 
C., under Captain I. C. Pugh, Col. FE. D. Baker, having command 
of the regiment 4th Hls. vols. Diek Oglesby was the first Lieu- 
tenant of Company C., and commanded the company at the battle 
of Cerro Gordo, Mr. Davis was within twenty yards of General 
James Shiclds, when he was shot through and through, in the charge 
at this battle. Mr. Davis heard Oglesby remark, after this battle, 
that he would rather lead that eompany in sueh a battle than be 
governor of I}linois. Mr. Davis was in .this war just one year; he 
was discharged and mustered out of service in New Orleans, and 
then returned to his old associates in Christian county. The land 
warrant he reeeived for his serviees in the Mexiean war he traded 
for cighty aeres of land, lying in the west part of Mt. Auburn 
township, and immediately began the improvement of this eightys 
and from 1848 to 1852, he lived alone and “batehed” it. And 
then, like all sensible young men, he eoneluded that single blessed 
ness was no longer desirable, and consequently, Feb, 4,1852, took unto 
himself a better-half. in the person of Miss Edmonia KE. [esser, a 
daughtcr of Samnel [Tcsser, one of the pioneer settlers of Sangamon 
county. They raised a family of six ehildren, viz.: Franklin P., 
Sallie M.. Charles F., Henry N., Dial W., and Carrie E., now the 
wife of Wilham L. Rasar. Franklin, Henry and Dial, are now de- 
ceascd. The other two children live in Mt. Auburn, Mrs. Davis 
died July 4th, 1864. Mr. Davis was again married to [Iuldah J. 
Stobaugh, May 5th, 1867, They have one ehild, NelHe M. Mr. 
Davis’ life oecupation has been that of a farmer and stock raiser, 
and for several years he shipped stock extensively. In 1874 he 
started his son Franklin in the drug and groeery business in Mt. 
Auburn; he sold ont in 1877 and went to the Black ITills, where he 
took the mountain fever and died, Angust 21st, 1877, Mr. Davis 


bought the store and stock of goods the second time under a bank- 
rupt sale, and his son Henry ran the business until his death, March 
Tth, 1880, and Mr. Davis and his son Charles are now carrying on 
the business. In Mr, Davis’ younger days he rode constable for 
several years, and was the first collector in the township; was a 
member of the County Board wheu the county was divided into 
townships. In polities, he is a stanch democrat. And thus we 
close the record of one of the industrious and successful citizens of 
Christian county, who is now the largest land-holderin Mt. Auburn 
township. [fis financial prosperity is more the result of integrity 
and industry than a worldly love of gain. What he has is the re- 
sult of hard labor. As a self-made man, his name is presented to 
the youth of Christian county, as an example of what industry will 
do for an energetic boy if he starts out in the pathway of life with 
a determination to succeed. 


MONTGOMERY P. GOODRICH—(Deceasep) 


Wir died at Mt. Auburn, October 5th, 1876, was born in Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts, April, 1810. He was united in marriage to Miss 
Mary Milligan, January 14th, 1845. They had boru to them a 
family of five children, viz.: Oren W., now deceased; Marietta, 
now the wife of John V. Koogle; Martha A., James A., and Hattie 
Maria; the three latter are living at home with their mother. Mrs. 
Goodrich lives on the old Goodrich homestead, and earries on the 
farm. She isa native of Christian eounty. Her parents, Forgus 
and Sarah Milligan, emigrated from Tennessee, and settled in 
what is now Christian county in an early day, long before the 
county was organized. The following we clip from M. P. Goodrich’s 
obituary: “M. P. Goodrich came to Springficld, Iinois, in 1838, — 
and to Mt. Auburn in 1840, where he has ever since resided. He 
lived at Mt. Auburn more than a third ofa century. He came to 
that place the next ycar after the organization of the county, and 
was identified with every public measure by which the county was 
changed from a wilderness to a densely populated county, He was 
a pionecr in the full sense of the term. Time and again he went 
from Mt. Auburn to Taylorville, when there was but one solitary 
house between those two towns, and that was at or near the plaee 
where Groye city now stands. He was a representative man of 
his time. !e was eleeted County Surveyor in 1847, and afterward 
a member of the County court. To his energy, diligenee, judg- 
ment and firmness the people are chiefly indebted for their eseape 
from a bonded debt for the court-house, which was built under his 
administration. He held the commission of Justice of the peace 
for a long periud of time, and also that of Post-master, at Mt. Au- 
burn. No man ever found fault with the discharge of his public 
duties. Ilis integrity was never suspected. No man ever had the 
confidence of the people of the county more than M. P. Goodrich. 
In the more active years of his life his friends frequently desired to 
bring him forward as a candidate for important counfy offices, to 
which he eould have been elected. But as his brother, William A. 
Goodrich, was continued from one important county office to ano- 
ther, for more than thirty-three years the generous nature of 
Montgomery P. ever declined the solicitation of his friends lest it 
should appear that the family were grasping. He was active and 
energetic. He disregarded any personal consideration, and drove 
through heat, cold and storm when occasion required, It is but too 
true this disregard of cold and storm, and of hunger and sleep, wore 
upon his constitution, and but for this he might have lived many 
years. [le did not always control his temper, but sometimes would 
strike a blow before his judgment could be brought to bear upon 
the subject. This was his greatest fault, and the only thing that 
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ever brought him an enemy. He was for a long time a leading 
merchant at Mt. Auburn, and at the same time carried on cxten- 
sive farming. He was a kind, hospitable man, a warm-hearted 
and generous friend, a kind hushand, and indulgent father, and by 
his death Christian county lost a worthy citizen. 


IQ) VINDEN 
Was born in Ross county, Ohio, October 25, 1824. 
man ancestry on the paternal side and English on the maternal. 
His father, [saac Virden, was a native of Virginia, and emigrated 
to Ohio in an early day, where he was married to Miss Amelia 
Sadler. They had eleven children born to them in Ohio, ten boys 
and one daughter, of whom the subject of our sketch was the eighth: 
his father was a farmer, and in 1532, being desirous to go to a 
country where land was cheaper, as he had a large family of boys, 
emigrated to Hlinois and settled on Buckhart Creek, four miles west 
of the now village of Grove city; he here improved a farm, and 
died on this place Mareh, 1846. At the time Mr. Virden settled 
on the Buckhart, that part of the country was a howling wilderness. 
They were compelled to pen the sheep and pigs near the house to 
save them from the wolves; they had to go sixteen miles to mill, 
and do their own grinding by putting a yoke of oxen on the wheel, 
and often in the time of bad roads they obtained their meal by the 
“hominy block.” Mr. Virden remained at home until he was 
twenty-one ; he then married Miss Rachel Nester, from Bath county, 
Kentucky, and began life for himself; for four years he rented 
and then bought the place he is now living on near Mt. Auhurn; he 
settled on this place in 1851, and took it from nature’s domain. Fis 
was a beautiful location, overlooking thousands of acres of fine 
farming lands now dotted with houses, and which within Mr. Virden’s 
recollection was one yast plain covered with the tall prairie grass. 
His first purchase was one hundred aeres, and by adding piece after 
piece, his farm consists of six hundred acres; he shipped at one 
time a great deal of stock, but reverses came upon him, bad erops, 
the loss of stock and worse than all the payment of security debts. 
All coming in upon him at the same time was more than he could 
withstand, and the consequences were that he lost his farm and the 
most of his personal property; but he is yet in the prime of life, full 
of energy and vigor, and he hopes at no distant day to recover a 
part at least of his original farm. Mr. Virden met with these re- 
verses, and it was not within his power to resist them. He has 
always endeavored to deal with his fellow-men honestly in all his 
Mr. and Mrs. Virden have a family of six 


ile is of Ger- 


business transactions. 


children ; five daughters and one >on; his daughters are all married 
and Jive within a few hours drive of the old homestead ; his son, 
William E., is still living at home. In polities Mr. Virden is a re- 
publican. He and his wife are members of the M. 5. Chureh, and 
he has endeavored to bring up his children in the tenets of that 
church, 
Masonie order; he is also an Odd Fellow. 


Fora number of years he has been a member of the 


[SAAC He PTI. 

Was born in Washington county, Maryland, February 2, 1820. 
He was the son of Jacob and Mary Firey. Jacob Firey was also a 
native of Washington county, Maryland, as was his wife, Mary 
Houser. His ancestry on both sides are of German origin. Jacob 
Firey raised a family of four children. He emigrated with his 
family to Sangamon county, Hlinois, in 1836. Arriving in the fall 
he settled in what is now Cooper township, where he remained 
about five years. Ile then moyed into Christian county, and settled 
in Mt. Auburn township, where he purchased land and improved a 
farm. The subject of our sketeh now lives on the old homestead. 
Jacob Virey lived on this place until his death, May 18, 1853, aged 
sixty-two years. He lived a member of the Lutheran church, and 
possesse] rare qualities, and by his upright and manly life, won an 
honorable name and endeared himself to a large cirele of friends, 
His wife preceded him about sixteen years. Her death dates June 
9, 1857. [saae H. Firey assisted on his father’s farm until he was 
twenty-seven years of age. Ile then married Miss Eliza Sattley, a 
resident of Rochester, Sangamon county, Hlinois, and daughter of 
Archibald and Harriet Sattley. Archibald sattley was a soldier 
in the war of 1812. He afterwards married his officer’s daughter, 
Harriet Hawley, and subsequently emigrated to [linois, and settled 
in Sangamon county, in 1819. 

Mr. Firey has always followed farming, He has raised a family 
of seven children, all now grown: Jacob J., now practicing medi- 
eine in Taylorville, Hattie E., now the wite of Ross M. Houck, 
Albert M., married and lives at home, William H., Susan E., Isaac 
E. and Mary E., all yet beneath the parental roof. Mr. Firey had 
the misfortune to loxe his wife, Feb. 2, 1880. She was a member 
of the Lutheran church, and took quite an active interest in the 
ehureh, and did all in her power to further the interests of the 
Sabbath-school. My. Firey is alsoa member of the same church. 
In polities he is a democrat. Ife is a prominent farmer of Mt. Au- 
burn township, and by industry has aequired a competency to make 
easy his declining years. 


IO tel 


IIS township derives its name from a stream 30 called, 
which traverses a portion of its territory. It comprises 
the congressional township twelve, range one west, 
being six miles square, containing an area of 23,040 
acres. It is intermediate between Pana and the county 

seat; bounded on the north by May; east by Assumption and 
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Pana; south by Rosemond; west by Johnson township. There 
is considerable timber along the west and south-west side of the 
township along Locust creek and its tributaries, which drain the 
township. 

Settlements—There were a few families living here when the 
county was organized, but the greater number of its inhabitants 
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came after the year 1850. Soon after this date a number of emi- 
urants from Ohio, and other sections of the country, settled here. 
The wild prairie was soon dotted over with a thrifty business popu- 
lntion Among the pioneer settlers were: Wesley Westbrook, who 
came in 1835: Josiah Anderson, caine in 1839; Ge Wash. Cheek 
and a Mr. Harlick, came in 1838; Thos. D. Chastain, Matthew 
Durbin, James Bradley, and Thomas Bradley, came in 1846; 
Joseph P22 Durbin, in 1850,—all of whom are now deceased 
Among other carly settlers were: James Durbin, Elisha Darbin, 
Elisha Logsdon, Martin Overholt, W. TL. Madison, James MM. 
Painter, B.C. Cochran, John McCune, Edward Lawton, Jobn 
White, William Hunter, Achilles Morris, and Wiliam Lawton. 

On the 0th of September, 1858, the county court, on the peti- 
tion of P. 1). Vermillion and sixty other legal voters, formed 
“Locust Precinct,” selecting Joseph P. Durbin, James Bradley, 
and seth W. Benepe, its first judges of clections, and appointing 
the place of voting at Benepe’s school-house, located on the six- 
teenth acction. [ts fir-t Justices of the Peace were: Thos. W. Coch- 
ran and Seth W. Benepe. G. Wash. Check and John W. Hunter 
were elected the first constables November 2d, 1848. 

During the first settlement to realize on their eorn crops the 
farmers had to feed it to their stock, which they disposed of annu- 
ally about Christmas, They would frequently drive their hogs to 
the St. Louis markets, a distance of about one hundred miles. But 
with the advent of raifroads in this county the order of things was 
changed. ‘The first lot of hogs shipped by rail was by Dr. 
U. C. McCoy, Joshua Pepper, and John White, in the winter of 
1855-56, They shipped six carloads at Pana, on the Terre 
IIaute, Alton and St. Louis Railroad, the first that passed over that 
road after its completion. The first threshing-maehine was brought 
to Christian county by William Huuter in 1355; it was a “ Marsi- 
lon Separator,” and attracted much attention in the farming com- 
munity. Its owner had calls for its use from all parts of the county. 

The old grocery store and saloon was a notable institution on the 
public road from the county seat to Pana. It was loeated at an 
early date, on the narth-west corner of section twenty-seven, town 
twelve, range one, and was a place of great resort for the lovers of 
foot-races and shooting-inatches. As the township increased in 
population there was a greater demand for postal accommodation. 
The pussing of the tri-wcekly stage suggested the idea af’ a post- 
office. It was established in 1857, and was the first one in the 
township. Judge Vandeveer suggested the name, “ Qwancco,” 
which was adopted. J. M Weaver was appointed the first post- 
muster, and the office was kept ina little frame building, near the 
late residence of squire Joseph P. Durbin, on the borders of Locust 
Creck timber. In the office was kept a few dry goods, groecrics, 
and an abundant snpply of “tangle-foot.” The house was sold at 
one time by the United States Deputy Marshal tor a failure to pay 
Internal Revenue whisky tax. The post-ottice changed hans, 
am] at one time the following amusing incident occurred 

One day, as the mail-coach approached, the stageman suunded 
his bugle, and drove up to the post-offiee door, The driver sprany 
frome the box, and was drageing the mail in the direction of the 
office, when a stalwart backwoodsiman came to the door, and in 
eonmanding tones cricd out: 

“Stop right thar; thar’s no use in drageiny that ’ar in here!” 

“Why not?” asked the driver. 

“Tuck italone; tuck it back, P sav; needn't foteh it in here!” 

“ Mndawhy not?" again queried the driver, who by this time had 
come toa halt. 

“ Beeause, as how,” said the deputy post-master, “the post-master 
is absent on a hunt, and IT can't read a word!” 


A passenger volunteered to open and assort the mail belonging 
to that office, provided the key was furnished. It was soon pro- 
dueed, aud to the prottered services of that passenger the inhabitants 
of the Owanevo region were indebted for the news of that day. 

Tn 1866, on the adoption of townsbip organization, this township 
remained unehanged as to its boundaries. At the eleetion held 
April 3d, 1866, B. C. Cochran was clected its first supervisor ; 
John W. Hunter and Philip Baker were elected justices of the 
peace; and Daniel Orr and David Jarvis, constables, on the 7th of 
November, 1865. These otticers held over till the expiration of the 
time for which they were eleeted. The ©. and M., formerly called 
the Springtield and 8. E. R. 1., runs diagonally through the town- 
ship, entering it ou see. 6 and leaving it on see. 36. ‘There are two 
stations in this township on the line of the read, Owaneco and Millers- 
ville. That part of the township lying south of Locust Creek forms 
a part of the territory of what is termed “ Buckeye Prairie.” It 
derived its name from a number of emigrants from Ohio, the Buck- 
eye state, settling in this prairie. Its first settler on the Cottonwood 
Forks was Martin Overholt, in the fall of 1851. Ile built the first 
house, and moved into it in an unfinished state, for a time affording 
only a pretext for shelter from the wintry blasts; it was situated 
on the west half of south-west quarter section twenty-nine. The 
house is still standing, and now owned by B. C. Cochran ; it was 
near the “ Buekeye school-honse.” 

Lumber for building purposes could not be obtained short of 
Teas’ saw-mill, several miles distant, and the hauling of rails and 
wood from the timber, some three or four miles distant, was a 
serious inconvenience. 

In the years 1852-53 there was quite an influx of emigration to 
this country from Ohio; among them were John McCune, B. C. 
Cochran, and William [lunter; the two former settled and built 
houses a short distance from Martin Overholt’s. This little band 
were deprived of many of the advantages which older settlements 
enjoy. No church, no Sabbath nor day-sehool; all around it was 
silent and dreary. If a census of the prairie had been taken at 
that time it would probably have shown :—adults, six; ehildren, 
sixteen; total, twenty-two souls all told. Quite a little colony. 
Schools claimed its attention at an early date. Cochran met 
Joshua Peppins and arranged Buekeye school district. 

The first three uamed persons were elected direetors. The “ Buek- 
eye School-house’’ was built in 1856, on the head waters of Cot- 
tonwood ereek, on the N. E. corner of see. 31, town 12—1 W.  H. 
L. Mull was its first teacher, in the winter of 1856-7. A writer 
states: “From this period dates the Ehzabethian or golden era of 

dsuckeye history.” 

Its schools, lyceums and debating societies loomed up in propor- 
tion. 

The Rey. Shunk, pastor of the Taylorville circuit, was the first 
minister to make his advent into this new eolony. He preached at 
the cabins of William Hunter, James Witlow and Samuel Cowgill, 
He was followed by Rey. John Slate. 

The M. EF. Society was organized during the winter of 1856-7, 
anda Sabbath school at the same time. The sehool-house being 
built, the society worshiped in that for a time, alternating the Sab- 
baths with the Christian Society. The latter had been holding 
their mectings at the resideuce of B. C. Cochran, services being 
couducted by E}ders A. McCollum and P. D. Vermillion. In the 
summer of 1866 the Buckeye M. E. Church was built near the 
township line, intermediate between Buckeye and Sherman school- 
house, on the south-east corner of sec. 31, at a cost of $6,000. The 
“ Buekeye Cemetery,” located in 1853, is near the church. 

The first burial in this cemetery was a little daughter of Mr. 
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Murry’s. The first birth in “Buckeye Prairie,’ in this township, 
was Florence, daughter of B. C. Cochran, in 1854. 

The lands in this township were originally surveyed by Enoch 
Moore, Deputy U. 8. Surveyor; returned and certified January 
25th, 1819, by William Rector, Surveyor-General, 

The first land entries, as taken from the county records, are as 
follows: April 1, 1836, W.S. Russel, N. E. quarter sec. 18, 160 
acres; N. W. quarter sec. 18, 138 82-100 acres; 8. W. quarter sec. 
18, 138 acres; 8. E. quarter sec. 18,160 acres, April 27, 1836, 
Hiram B. Rountree, N. W. half N. W. quarter sec. 5, 39 7-100 
acres; April 27, 1836, Zadoc C. Rountree, N. W. half S&S. W. 
quarter sec. 6, 37 52-100 acres. : 

The population, according to the census of 1870, was 825, now, 
about 2,000. At the presidential election in 1876 it cast a vote of 
258. 

We append the officers since township organization : 

Supervisors—B. C. Cochran, elected 1866, re-elected 1867 and ’68; 
John W. Hunter, 1869; A. De Barr, 1870; Geo, W. Marts. 1871 ; 
Z, F. Bates, 1872; A. De Barr, 1873; 8. F. Bates, 1874; Z. F. 
Bates, 1875, re-elected 1876; R. McShea, 1877; G. W Marts, 1878; 
J. S. Cussins, 1879, re-elected 1880. 

Assessors—Jonas Suttle, 1877; A. P. Huninger, 1878; Joseph 
Borgin, 1879, re-elected 1880. 

Collectors—W. S. Benepe, elected 1866; Thomas W. Cochran, 
1867, re-elected 1868, 69, 70 and 771; P. V. Johnson, 1872, re- 
elected 1873; C. E. Corcoran, 1874; R. Anderson, 1875, re-elected 
1876; J. C. Hunter, 1877; Alex. Montgomery, 1878; A. De 
Barr, 1879; Charles Becker, 1880. 

Town Clerks—R. M. Houck, 1877; Jeremiah Millhor, 1878; 
Martin Leach, 1879; 8. M. Orr, 1880. 

Commissioners of Highways—A. De Barr, 1877; Wm. Bordelais, 
one year; M. Anderson, two years; J. W. Hunter, three years. 
D. D. Resler, 1879; B. F. Goode, 1880. 

Constables—Joshua Cochran and Preston Goode elected in 18738; 
George Law, 1874, re-elected 1877 ; James M. Painter, 1877; F. 
H. Hargis, 1878. 

Justices of the Peace—John J. Danford, elected 1870; Z. F. 
Bates, ’70; John J. Danford and Z. F. Bates, ‘73; John J. Dan- 
ford, re-elected ’77 ; Richard Anderson, ’77. 
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Is located on the 8. W. 8. W. 4 see. 15, and a part of 8. E. S. 
E. } sec. 16. It was laid out and suryeyed by Elisha Gimlin, on 
Oct Ist, 1869, for J. C. Helmick and John Foggitt, proprietors. 
It derived its name from a post-office located uot far distant, on Lo- 
cust creek. The town is prosperous, and is situated in the midst 
of a rich agricultural district, and is one of the stations on the O. 
& M. railroad. There is a large amount of grain and stock shipped 
from this point yearly. For a time the village was checked in 
its growth by the death of its chief proprietor, J. C. Helmick, a 
banker of Pana. 


The present business is as follows : 

Dr. J. 8. Cussins, Physician and Drugyist; John Ward, Flour- 
ing Mill; Alexander Montgomery, Saddle and Harness Shop; Dr. 
R. Methea, Physician and Grocer; J. C. Hunter, Dry Goods, 
Groceries and Post-master; Price & Wilkinson, Grain Dealers: R. 
Turgeon, Notions and Groceries ; John C. Wandel, Blacksmith and 
Wagon-maker. 


Secret Society—Locust Lodge, A. F. & A. M., No. 623, was char- 
tered in 1869. Number of charter-members, 12. A. B. Leaper, 
first W. M., who also fills the office at the present time. 


MILLERSVILLE, 


This town was laid out Sept. 20th, 1878, by M. G. Okey, as a 
midway station between Pana and Owaneco, It is located on sec. 
26, in the south-eastern part of Locnst township, and was surveyed 
by Elijah Gimlin, a resident of the township, for its proprietor, who 
acknowledged the same before W. M. Provine, N. P., January 20, 
1874. It contains four blocks, and its principal streets are “Center,” 
on the north side, and “ Bismark,’’ on the south side of the rail- 
road. 

Considerable grain and stock is shipped at this point. The 
town is named in honor of Thomas Miller, who owns a large farm 
adjacent to it. 

There are at present the following business houses: Ballord & 
Miller, Evevator (with a capacity of 50,000 bushels); Price & Wil- 
kinson, Grain Dealers; L. Kirkpatrick & Co., General Merchants. 
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AG LAMP LON, 
Has been living in Locnst township since 1853. His father, Ed- 
ward Lawton, was born in Nottinghamshire, England, in the year 
1811, and marricd Mary Ann Hinds, who was a native of the same 
part of England, and was born in 1813. This marriage took place 
in the summer of 1852, and immediately afterward they sailed for 
America, After living six years in Canada they settled in Tus- 
carawas county, Ohio, where the family lived till the pring of 
1853, and then came to this state. His father bought two hundred 
and forty acres of land in sections four and cighteen of Locust 
township, and the same year built the house on section four, in 
which A. E. Lawton now lives. At that time the only settlements 
in Locust township were along the timber, and the prairie was 
entirely wild and uncultivated. The Lawtous were the first to 
settle on the prairie in the township. The subject of this sketch 
was born in Tuscarawas county, Ohio, near Canal Dover, on the 


sixth day of October, 1844. He was in his ninth year when his 
father came to this county. Is father was a man of great in- 
dustry and energy, who brought up his children to habits of 
industry. 

Fle was married on the fifth day of April, 1853, to Miss Frances 
E. Painter, who was born near Palestine in Crawford county, in- 
this state. er father was Benjamin Painter, who was born in 
Virginia, in the year 1805, and came to Crawford county, 
Ilinois, in 1805, when two years of age, and lived in that part of 
the state till his death in 1877. Since his father’s removal to 
Taylorville in May, 1873, Mr. Lawton has becn engaged in farm- 
ing the old homestead. Ife has had three children, Mary 
F.; Benjamin E., who died in 1878 one year and two months 
old; and an infant daughter. He has always been a republican 
in politics, and cast his first vote for President, for Grant in 
1868. s 
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Like many of the substantial farmers on the Buekeye prairie, 
Mr. Hunter is a native of Ohio. He was born in Tusearawas 
county, of that state, on the twenty-fourth of November, 1832. ITis 
ancestors, at an early date, settled in the state of Pennsylvania, and 
Mr. Hunter stil] has in his possession a commission as lieutenant in 
the 128th regiment of Pennsylvania militia, which was held by his 
grandtather, James Uunter. His commission is signed by Thomas 
McKean, then governor of Pennsylvania. James Hunter moved 
from Pennsylvania to Ohio, and was one of the pioncer settlers of 
Tuscarawas county. William Ilunter, the father of the subjeet of 
this sketeh, was born in Somerset county, Pennsylvania, and was a 
small boy when be came to Ohio. We was raised in ‘Tuscarawas 
county of that state, and married Susan Butt, daughter of William 

sutt. The Butt family came from Maryland, and were among the 
pioncer settlers of Ohio. 

The oldest of nine children by this marriage was John W. Hun- 
ter. [fe was raised on the same farm where vecurred his birth. In 
the days of his boyhood the same ample provision fur the education 
of children had not been made as at the present time. The schools 
were held usually only in the winter. The boys attended school 
only a few weeks, and then through the next summer generally for- 
got all that had been Jearned during the winter. Myr. Tlunter’s 
father was a man accustomed to hard labor, and brought up his 
children to folluw, in this respect, lis example. In the fall of 
1853 the family moved trom Ohio to this county. Ilis father had 
previously visited the state, and seleeted a location on section twenty - 
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eight of Loeust township, to which the family removed, after hving 
one year in May township, east of Taylorville. Mr. Hunter’s 
father improved a farm there and died in the fall of 1858; his 
mother died in the spring of 1861. 

Ifis marriage occurred on the twenty second of May, 1856, to Miss 
Martha J. Vermillion, a native of Sangamon county. Her father, 
Birch Vermillion, was a Kentuckian, who eame to Sangamon 
county in the year 1833, and settled fifteen miles west of Spring- 
field, where he died. Mrs. Hunter’s mother moved with her family 
to Christian county in the spring of 1856, In the fall of 1856, Mr. 
Hunter began improving the farm on which he now lives, in section 
thirty-three of Loeust township. He built a house, into which he 
moved the spring of 1857. IIe has been living on the same farm 
ever since. His farm consists of 233 aeres. Besides being employed 
in general farming, he has been engaged, to a considerable extent, 
in raising stock. Of late years he has devoted his attention to fine 
eatile and hogs. On his premises may be seen as good short-horn 
cattle as can be found in the county, and his breeds of Berkshire 
hogs are as pure as ean be obtained. His name appears in several 
instanees in the published yolumes of the American Berkshire 
Record, as the owner of several animals. He is also one of the 
members of the American Short-Horn Breeders’ Association. He 
was one of the gentlemen interested in the Christian County Agri- 
eultural Association, and for a number of years took an aetive part 
in the annual fairs. As a member of the Board of Direetors, he 
did all in his power to make these fairs a suceess, and was usually 
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the recipient of several premiums for the excellence of his display 
of stock. 

He was one of the early members of the republican organization, 
and his family on both sides were supporters of the old whig party. 
He sympathized with the aims of the republican party from its or- 
ganization, and in 1860 voted for Lincoln for president. Although 
of late years his views have differed somewhat from the financial 
theories which have found favor with the majority of the republican 
party, and he believes that that party has made grave mistakes in 
the management of the currency, still he is a republican, and with 
the exception of a couple of years, has always voted the republican 
ticket. He is a man whose sympathies have been with the people 
in opposition to monopolies. At the convention of the farmers’ 
movement, when that organization promised to become of some solid 
advantage to the agricultural community, he took a deep interest in 
it, and for a time served as Vice-President of the State Farmers’ 
Association for this congressional] district, and assisted in organizing 
several societies in the central part of the state. He also, for a 
number of years, filled the office of the Justice of the Peace. He 
represented Locust township in the Board of Supervisors, and while 
on the board, was principally influential in the establishment of 
the county poor farm. He has been one of the enterprising citizens 
of the county. For a number of years he has been a member of the 
Buckeye Methodist Church. He now has four children, whose 
names are as follows: Cynthia S., Charles F., Hattie Belle and 
Gertrude. Three, Alyin Orlando, Ellen and Lucy, are deceased. 
Mlis portrait appears at the head of this sketch. 

hE. R. SHEPHERD. 

HENRY SuEpierd, father of E. R. Shepherd, an illustration of 
whose farm in Locust township appears on another page, is now 
one of the oldest men living in Christian county, and one of the 
few surviving soldiers of the war of 1812. Henry Shepherd was 
born in the town of Tinmouth, Rutland county, Vermont, on the 
12th of April, 1792. He is, consequently now in the eighty-ninth year 
of his age. His father, David Shepherd, had been a soldier in the 
war of the Revolution, and was with Gen. Ethan Allen at the tak- 
ing of Fort Ticonderoga, He was also one of the Green Mountain 
Boys, whose bravery saved the day at the battle of Benuington. 
After the Revolution, he married and settled at Tinmouth, Ver- 
mont, and subsequently moved to Castleton, in the same state. David 
Shepherd was in Capt. David Beecher’s company, raised in the towu 
of Castleton, for service in the war of 1812, and took part in the Can- 
ada campaign. In September, 1812, lleury Shepherd enlisted in 
Capt. White Young’s company, 15th regiment United States In- 
fantry. This regiment was commanded by Col. Zebulon M. Pike, 
one of the most illustrious characters of the war, in whose honor 
Pike’s Peak received its name. His company was composed of 
soldiers from Vermont, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey. He served 
eighteen months in the state of New York and in Canada, and was 
in the engagement at Sackett’s Harbor, New York, and of the Stone 
Mill, Canada. His term of enlistment expired in the spring of 
1814. 

In 1815, he determined to make his home in the west. That 
was at a day when the whole western country was a wilderness, 
and Ohio was regarded as a frontier state. He made the whole 
journey on foot, from Vermont to Cleveland, Ohio, which was 
then a small village recently founded. He was one of the earliest 
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settlers of Cuyahoga county. When he first saw Cleveland, it con- 
tained only a few log buildings, two taverns, and a log jail and 
court-house. Most of the time while living in Ohio, he worked at 
the carpenter’s trade. In the month of January, 1820, he married 
Cynthia Jones, who died in June, 1821.  Ilis second wife was 
Matilda Richmond, who was born at Peru, Massachusetts, and 
whom he married in the spring of 1823. Ter death happened in 
1864, 

fu 1860, he removed to this state, first settling in Stephenson 
county, and in 1861, came to this county. He was old enough 
to vote for pr sident in 1816, at the time of the election of James 
Monroe. But there was no rigid division of party lines at that 
time, and no excitement about the election, and as he would have 
been obliged to travel a long distance to vote, he did not cast a 
ballot at that election. He did not vote till 1824, when Clay, 
Crawtord, Adams, and Jackson were the opposing candidates, and 
Adams was chosen by the House of Representatives. When the 
country came to be divided into the whig and democratic parties, 
he gave his support to the whigs, aud generally voted for their 
candidates. At the election of 1824, he voted for Adams; he 
supported the same candidate in 1828; in 1832 he voted for 
Henry Clay; in 1836 also for the whig candidate; in 1840 for 
Harrison; and in 1844, again for Clay. His convictions on the 
subject of slavery made him oue of the earliest adherents of the 
free soil movement. In 1848, he voted for Van Buren, who was 
nominated for the presidency by those opposed to the extension of 
slavery. In 1852, he favored the election of Franklin Pierce, as 
being least obnoxious to the free soilers, and on the organization of 
the republican party, a couple of years later, he became one of its 
earliest members and most ardent supporters. He yoted for Fre- 
mont in 1856, for Lincoln in 1860 and 1864, for Grant in 1868 
and 1872, for Hayes in 1876, and at this writing, hopes to be on 
this footstool in November, 1880, to cast his vote for James A. 
Garfield, a native of the same county in which, fur so long a time, 
he had his home in Ohio. 

E.R. Shepherd was born in Cuyahoga county, Ohio, twelve 
miles from Cleveland, on the 19th of January, 1838. His mother 
was Matilda Richmond, his father’s second wife. She was the 
daughter of Ehhu Richmond, one of the early settlers of Cuyahoga 
county, Ohio. In Ohio the family lived in a well-settled country, 
and the district schools afforded good opportunities for obtaining 
an edueation, but on their remoyal to Illinois, they settled in a 
part of Stephenson county, which at that time contained few settlers, 
and scant educational advantages. In 1861, Mr. Shepherd came 
with his father, to this connty, first residing in May township. In 
1864, he bought one hundred and sixty acres of land in section one 
of Locust township. On the 18th of November, of the same year, 
he married Sarah Ring, who was born in Cabell county, Virginia, 
in August, 1846. Her father, Andrew Ring, was a native of Penn- 
sylvania; moved from that state to Virginia, thence to Kentucky, 
and about the year 1850, to Missouri, where he finally settled at 
La Grange. Wer father dicd in June, 1857, and her mother on 
the 28th of March, 1880. Mrs. Shepherd went to Assumption to 
visit some relatives, and thus made her husband’s acquaintance. 
Mr. and Mrs. Shepherd have had five children: the oldest, Emma, 
died in infancy; the others are Annie, Bertie, Harry J., and Eddie. 
Mr. Shepherd is one of the enterprising farmers of Locust town- 
ship. Jn polities he is a republican, 
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Is one of the representative farmers of Locust Township. He is 
the son of Edward and Mary Ann (Hinds) Lawton, who were born 
in Nottinghamshire, Mngland ; were married in 1832; emigrated 
the same year io America ; lived in Canada till 1838, part of the time 
near Montreal, and part of the time near Niagara Falls; and then 
moved to Tuscarawas county, Ohio, where they lived till 1853, at 
which tiie they settled in Loeust Township in this eounty. His 
father was born in the year 1811, and his mother in 1813. Both 
are now living in Taylorville. The birth of Samuel C. Lawton 
oceurred in Canada on the thirteenth of February, 1836. Ile was 
the next to the oldest, of a family of eleven children, of whom ten 
are now living. He was raised mostly in Ohio, being only eighteen 
months old when the family moved to that state. ILis opportuni- 
ties for obtaining an education were only of an ordinary character, 
{fe attended school only in winter, sometimes even missing part of 
that term, and in the summer worked on the farm. On coming to 
this county his father bought at three dollars an acre, two hundred 
and forty acres of land, all of which with the exception of forty 
acres of timber, Iay in seetion four of Loeust Township. They 
began improving this tract in the fall of 1853. 

This was the first settlement made out on the prairie, in what is 
now Locust Township. The carlier settlers had kept elose to the 
timber, At that time the prairie tu the enst Jay all open and un- 
cultivated, and few dreamed that fine farms and costly improve- 
ments would ever mark the wide expanse over which roamed large 
nunibers of wolves, deer and other wild animals. he Illinois 
Central railroad had not at that time been completed, although 
part of the grading had heen done through the county. The town 
of Pana had not been surveyed, and Assumption had just been 
started. Mr, Lawton was seveuteen years old when he eame to 
this county. He dida fair share of the work in bringing the tarm 


into cultivation. On the eighth day of January, 1863, he married 
Trena A. Pollen. Mrs. Lawton was born in Pennsylyauia on the 
tenth of July, 1838, and was the next to the oldest, of a family of 
eleven children. She has one brother living at Nokomis in Mont- 
gomery county, and three sisters, two of whom reside in this 
county; the remaining sister lives in Texas. Her father, Elijah J. 
Pullen and ber mother, Lydia Ann Smith, were both natives of 
New Jersey, and were married in that state. From New Jersey, 
they moved to Pennsylvania, where they lived two years, and about 
the year 1839 or 1840 eame to Llinois. Ler father was a ear- 
peuter by trade and settled at Springfield, where he lived till about 
the year 1844, when he removed to this county and settled ona 
far, on the South Fork in Johnson Township. This is the farm 
on whieh John Dappard now lives, in seetion twenty-four, Johnson 
township. Deer and wolves were the only inhabitants of that 
loeality, when the Pullen family moved there. Her father built a 
log-house and improved the farm, which he sold to Dappard. In 
1866, her parents moved to Nokomis, where they have since resided. 
Mrs. Lawton is now one of the old residents of Christian county, 
and few now remain of those who were living in the county at the 
time her father settled on the South Fork. 

In 1865, Mr. Lawton moved to his present location. He first 
purehased eighty acres, and his farm, which is one of the best 
managed aud finest in the township, now includes one hundred and 
forty acres. He has three ehildren, Pauline C., Lydia A. M., and 
Almira I. Lawton, He is one of the enterprising farmers of Locust 
township. He has attended closely to his own business affairs and 
has taken no part in public concerns, though he is a sineere and 
earnest republican in his polities. By his vote for Lineoln in 
1860, he helped to elect the first republican president this country 
ever had. 
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ZF. BATES. 


Mr. Bares was born in Sangamon county, on the 12th day of 
January, 1886. The family from whieh he is descended is of English 
origin, and on first coming to this country lived in New England. 
His father, Oliver Bates, was born in the state of New York, and 
was there married to Charity Buckman, who was a native of the 
state of Vermont. His father was engaged in farming in St. Law- 
rence county, in New York, and in the year 1833 emigrated to Hli- 
nois and settled in Sangamon county, at Farmington, ten miles west 
of Springfield. The subject of this biography was the fourth of 
a tamily of six children. From the age of fifteen he was away 
from home—mostly employed in handling stoek and other similar 
occupations. In 1860 he went to St. Joseph, Missouri, and during 
the next two years that place was principally his home, though he 
also spent considerable time at Savannah, in Andrew county, Mis- 
sour. Tart of the time he was also in Kansas. He eame baek to 
Illinvis in 1862, and lived in Sangamon county till 1867, and then 
came to this county and settled where he now Ityex, on the north 
half of section 30 of Locust township, Ie loeated on raw prairie 
land. Ie now owns fuur hundred and twenty aeres of land, one 
hundred and twenty of which He in Johnson township. On the 
13th of Oetuber, 1868, he married Mrs. Joanna 8. Ellis. Her 
maiden name was Murry, daughter of Jeremiah Hl. Murry of 
Rosemond township. She was born in Tuscarawas county, Ohio, and 
came to this county in 1856. She was married on the 2d of June, 
1865, to William H. Ellis, who died on the 22d of Feb., 1866. Mr. and 
Mrs. Bates have four children living, Charles B., Roxanna C., Mary 
M. and Josephine 8. Their second child, Libbie A., was born on the 
22d day of March, 1871, aud died on the 16th of January, 1872. 
Mrs. Bates has also a son by her first marriage, William J. Ellis. 
Mr. Bates has always been a demoerat in polities, aud is one of the 
leading members of his party in this part of the county. He served 
two terms as Justice of the Peace in Locust township, and also for 
four or five years was a member of the Board of Supervisors. 


Drains. Cy CUSSENE: 

Dr. Cusstns, the present Chairman of the Buard of Supervisors, 
was born in Muskingum county, Ohio, Mareh the 24th, 1851. His 
grandfather was one of the early settlers of Muskingum county. 
His father was Samuel Cussins, and his mother’s maiden name 
was Jane Careins. His mother’s family had settled at an early 
date in Ohio, and was connected with the St. Clair family, so that 
the subject of this sketeh was named James St. Clair C. Cussins. 
He was the next to the youngest of a family of five children. Iu 
1863, his father moved to this state and settled at Decatur, where 
he died in 1872. The Dr. was in his thirteenth year on coming to 
Illinois. He Jaid the foundation of a good education in the public 
schools of Ohio and of Decatur. In 1869, he entered the Hlinots 
Industrial University, at Champaign, aud was a student in that in- 
stitution for three years. Ife there, of course, enjoyed excellent 
educational advantages, and left the University within a few months 
of the time when he would have graduated. He had begun teach- 
ing school at the age of sixteen, and after leaving Champaign he 
taught sehool in Macon county for about three years and a half. 
He began the study of medicine with Drs. Moore and Barnes, 
leading physicians of Decatur, in the year 1875, and afterward 
entered Rush Medieal College at Chicago, from which he graduated 
in the spring of 1877. During the succeeding summer he practiced 
in connection with his preceptors at Decatur, aud in September, 
1877, located at Owaneco, where he has since followed the praetive 
of his profession with merited suecess. He was married tu Miss 
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Ella Lord in January, 1878. She ts the daughter of Thomas Lord, 
of Macon county, where she was born and raised. In the spring of 
1879, Dr. Cussins was elected a member of the Buard of Superyi- 
sors from Locust township. He became one of the active members 
of the Board, and on its organization in the spring of 1880 was 
made its chairman. Since February, 1879, he has carried on the 
drug business at Owaneco. He is a democrat in polities, and is a 
man who has wade many friends during his residence iu this 
eounty. 


J.C) HUNTER. 

Mr. Hunter has been in the mereantile business at Owanecu sinee 
Isv4. Tis ancesturs were early residents uf Pennsylvania. His 
grandfather, James Hunter, lived in Somerset county in that state, 
and afterwards beeame une ofthe early settlers of Tuscarawas coun- 
ty, Ohio. His paternal grandmother was a Stewart, and of Scoteh- 
Irish descent. His father, John Hunter, was born in Somerset 
county, Pennsylvania, and was a child on the removal of the fami- 
ly to Ohio. He subsequently remoyed to Hamilton county, in the 
same state, and married Mary W. Day, who was born in Iamilton 
county. J.C. Hunter was the second of a family of ten children 
by this marriage, and was born in Hamilton county, Obio, within 
six miles of Cincinnati, on the twenty-third of July, 1846. He ob- 
tained his education in the common schouls of the part of the state 
in which he was born and raised. When eighteen years of age he 
enlisted in the Union army, and served during the war uf the rebel- 
lion. He was enrolled in Cumpany C., 138th regiment Ohio in- 
fantry, on the first day of May, 1864. His regiment was attached 
to the Army of the Potomae, and he saw his first sorviceat Arlington 
Heights, opposite Washington, and from there his regiment was 
sent down with the forces to operate against Richmond. During 
the summer of 1864, his regiment was stationed on the Appomattox, 
and from there was dispatched to the Peninsula, where he was at- 
tacked with typhoid feyer and confined in the hospital six weeks, 
He was mustered out in September, 1864, and returned te Ohio. 
From Ohio he eame to Richland county, in this state, to which his 
father had moyed with his family. Myr. Hunter was married in 
Richland county on the third of .April, 1872, te Agnes M. Robin- 
son, daughter of J. P. Robinson, While in Richland county he 
was farming, teaching school, and for one year carried on the mer- 
cantile business at Fairview. In the spring of 1874, he came to 
this county and began the mereantile business at Owaueco, in part- 
nership with H. Craver, Since 1876 be has been carrying on the 
sture alone. He has been Post-master at Owaneco ever sinee he 
established himself in business in the town. In politics he has been 
a republican. He is known as one of the representative business 
men of this part of the county, and a merchant of enterprise and 
liberality. 


WILLIAM BICKERDIKE 
Was born in Yorkshire, England, on the nincteenth of! October, 
1838. His father was John Bickerdike, and bis mother Hannah 
Briggs. He was the seventh ofa family of nine children, composed 
of seven boys and two girls. In the spring of 1843 the family emi- 
grated to America, and settled on a farm in Pike county, in this 
state, where the subject of this sketch was principally raised. When 
he was twenty years of age, he began farming for himself in Pike 
county. Ile accumulated sufficient money to buy eighty acres of 
land, and was married on the twentieth of August, 1865, to Mary 
A. Dusenbury. who was born iu Harrison evunty, Ohiv, on the 
twelfth of May, 1840. Her father’s name was Samuel Dusenbury, 
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and ber mother's maiden name was Susan Swallow. Ter father lo- 
cated in Pike vounty, in this state, In 1893, moved to Christian 
county in 1865, and is now farming in Pana township. Mr. Bick- 
erdike, in 1870, became a resident of this county. He now owns a 
farm of 160 acres, in section twenty-five of township twelve, range 
Ile has tour children named Charles Lonis, Cora Eliza- 
Jle is a man who has 


one West. 
beth, James Arthur and WilHam Watson. 
attended closely to his own private business affairs, and has taken no 
active part in polities. He isan adherent of neither political party, 
but oeeupies an independent position, generally yoting for the man 
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whom he considers best fitted for the office, without regard to his 
polities. His mother died in Pike county, in March, 1876, and his 
father a year afterward, in March, 1877. Four of his brothers 
served inthe Union army during the war of the rebellion, all of 
them in Illinois regiments. One of them, George Biekerdike, was 
a member of the seeond THinois Cavalry, and was killed in an eu- 
gagement at Tlolly Springs, Mississippi. Three others were in the 
seventy-third Hlinois regiment. Two of his brothers reside in Polk 
county, Wiseonsin, and the remainder of his brothers and sisters 
now liying are in Pike county, Hhnois. 
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acts and comprises an area of territory twelve mle 
long by three miles wide. Ht is composed of the east 
batt ee township 11-4 and 12-4, and contains thirty- “SIX 
square miles or 25,040 acres of rich productive prairie; it is drained 
by Bear Creek, Prairie Fork, and Clear Creek, whose waters flow 
north and north-east, and empty into the South Fork of’ the San- 
gamon. King is bounded on the north by South Fork, east by 
Bear Creek and Ricks townships, south and west by Montgomery 


county. 

The Wabash, St. Louis and Pacific railway enters (T. 11-4 in 
the south-east eorner of King) on section 13, and leaves the town- 
ship on section 34 at Harvel. A portion of the village of Marvel 
is platted on seetion 4 of this township. King originally formed 
a part of Bear Creek preeinct- The lands were originally surveyed 
by the 1.5. authorities about the year [S19, 
eyen after the organization of the county, it remained conipara- 
tively unsettled. Being remote from any market, it was unin. 
viting to the tiller of the soil. But as the wave of emigration 
reached its borders, its soi} too in later years was subdued and 
covered with farm-houses, together with those adjunets of civiliza- 
tion,—churches and school-houses. 

On the adoption of township organization in 1566, it formed a 
separate township and was named King, in compliment to the 
King family who were early residents. An eleetion was held April 
3, 1866, for its officers. Win. A. Potts was chosen first Supervisor. 
Thos. FE. Potts and Jesse J. Sing were elected first Justices of the 
Peaee. 

A Jake or large swamp lies in the south-east part of the township, 
in parts of seetions 35 and 36, elassed under the head of swamp 
lands. 

The land in the north half of the township is owned by various 
persons, and is thiekly settled, whilst that on the south side is 
mostly owned by Jarge land speculators. 
by tenants on lease. 

King contains no town within its borders. Palmer, Morrisonville, 
and Harvel are the tewns nearest to it, where most of the 
marketing is done. This township yoted $5000 in aid of the 
“Decatur and FE. St. Louis Railroad,” now called Wabash, St. 
Louis and Pacific Railway. At the presidential eleetion in 1576, 
it east a total vote of 192—indieating a population of nearly 1000. 
In 1870 the census showed a population of 413. 

The first land entered in King township as appears on the county 
records is as follows: T. 11-4, Sept. 18, 1851, James McKinney, 
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But for many years, 
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S.E. hulf of N. W. quarter, See. 55, 40 acres; Nov. 28, 1851 
James E. Happer, N. E. quarter, See. 1, 160 aeres. T. 12-4, Oct. 
17, 1851, Arthur Bradshaw, W. half, (lot 2), N. W. quarter, See. 
3, 40 i, aeres ; Noy. 18, 1851, Henry Parrish, (lot 1),N. W. quarter, 
See. 3, 80 aeres ; E. half, (lot 2), N. W. quarter, See. 3, 40 33, aeres ; 
W. half, (ot 1), N. E. quarter, See. 3, 40 acres. Nov. 18, 1851, 
Win. Clower, 5. W. quarter, See. 3, 160 acres, and §. E. quarter, 
See. 3, 160 acres. 

The following isa Hst of township officers: 

Supervisors—W. A. Potts, eleeted 1866, re-elected '67 and ’68 ; 
Wim. Wells, 1869; Chas. 1]. Van Dike, 1870, re-eleeted ‘71 °72 °73 
74; F. F. Potts, 1875; G. W. Lowrance, 1876; D. H. Jaeck- 
son, 1877, re-elected "78 and’79; J. J. Carey, 1880. 

Assesgors.—T, F. Clower, 1876; John C. Clower, 1877, re-eleeted 
"78, °79 and ’80. 

Collectors.—Samue] Lemmon, elected 1866; C. H. Van Dike, 
1867, re-elected ’68 and 769; O. H. Parrish, 1870; J. H. Kent, 

1871; = i Jackson, 1872; an L. Van Dike, 1873; G. N. Albin, 
1874: <. Doyle, 1875; Israel Morton, 1876; J. S. Morton, 
1377; . “ King, 1878; J.8. Morton, 1879; Ilenry McGee, Jr., 1880. 

Town Clerks—G. N. Albin, 1876, re-elected each succeeding year 
up to 1879; Ts. Mowen, 1880. 

Couomtssioners of Highways.—E. L, Van Dike, 1876; W. Wells, 
1). L. Whight and R, H. Shiflet, 1877; Jesse Hanon, 1878; T. C. 
Morton, 1879; KR. H. Shitlet, 1880, 

Constables.—C, C. Young, elected in 1876; William Spratt and 
A.J, Nash, 1877; W., Lorton, 1879; C. C. Young, re-eleeted 1880, 

Justices of the Peace—Thomas KF. Potts, eleeted in 1866, removed, 
and Jesse J. King, ’66; W. A. Potts, ‘67; W. A, Potts and Stephen 
Alexander, ‘70; John A. Curry, 72; Jesse Hanon and John A. 
Curry, 73; Johu A. Curry and A. May, ’77 

As King is the most recently settled township in the county there 
are few old settlers living in it. Capt. Jesse Hanon, son of Martin 
Hanon, the first settler of Christian county, was born in 1830, and 
is among the oldest native-born citizens of the county. He, how- 
ever, has lived in King township but a few years. His wife, 
Missouri A. Minnis, beeame a resident of this county in 1833. 
Among the leading farmers may be mentioned J, H. Adams, M. 
I. Cheeney, W. A. Potts and Hatten Gaskins, A lithographic 
view of the farms and residences of Mr, Adams and Mr, Gaskins 
can be seen on another page of this work, The inhabitants of King 
are an intelligent, energetic and thrifty class of people, and in a few 
years they will make this seetion one of the best and most produc- 
tive agricultural districts of the county. 
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Martin Hanox, Capt. Hanon’s father, was the first settler in 
Christian county. He first settled in Illinois, in the eastern part 
of the state, near the Wabash river, in the year 1812. In 1815 he 
came to what is pow Christian county, and made a settlement near 
Taylorville. A full account of his coming to this county is found 
in its appropriate place in the history of the pioneer settlements. 
His home was in this county from 1818 till his death, which oc- 
curred near Sharpsburg, on the 5th of April, 1879, when he was 
only a month less than eighty years of age. He wax a man of temper- 
ate and abstemious habits, had inherited an excelent physical consti- 
tution, and in his old age enjoyed unusual physical and mental 
vigor. When about forty-eight years old, while working with a 
carpenter’s adze, he seriously wounded his knee, and Jamed himsclf 
for life. Previons to the occurrence of this accident he had never 
taken a particle of medicine froma physician. He was a man who 
had acquired a marked charaeter for honesty and integrity, and who 
enjoyed the confidence of his friends and neighbors in no ordinary 
degree. He was modest in deportment, and though frequently 
solicited to ocenpy public office (for which he was well qualified by 
his education and natural ability) he invariably preferred the quiet 
of private life, and always refused. At every election he voted the 
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demucratie ticket. In his earlier life he adhered to the theological 
doctrines of the Old School Baptist denomination, but gradually 
dritted into a belief in Universalism. He was married in Kentucky, 
to Sarah Miller, who died in 1861. By her he had ten children, 
five of whom are still living, viz.: Jesse Hanon, of Wing township, 
the oldest son; Susan Hanon, now residing in Barton county, 
Kansas, the wite of G. I. Sharp, of Sharpsburg; Cyrena, who mar- 
ried Seth Mason of Sharpsburg; and Elijah .\. Hanon, who now 
lives at Larned, in Pawnee county, Kansas. 

Capt. Jesse Hanon was bern ov the South fork of Sangamon 
river, seven miles north-west of Taylorville, on the 14th of April, 
1830. With one or two possible exceptions, he is now the oldest 
born eitizen ving in Christian county. Tn childhood he had only 
limited advantages for obtaining an education. He attended sehool 
altogether about thirteen month:, part of which time was at so early 
anage that the schooling was of no real benetit. Previous to the com- 
mencement of the town of Taylorville, his father had moved to a 
farm now within the present limits of the town, and Capt. Hanon 
well remembers the building of the first house from which Taylor- 
ville dates its growth. le learned to plow ou ground now taken 
up by the residence portion of the town, He lived at home till his 
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marriage to Miss Missouri Ann Minnis, when he went to farming 
tor himself in Taylorville towuship. 

At the breaking out of the war of the rebellion he enlisted in 
Co. A, 15th Wlineis regiment. He was mustered in at Camp Butler, 
at Springticld, on the 15th of September, 1862, as 2d Lieut. The 
same fall his regiment was ordered tu Kentucky, and was stationed 
at Covington, Lexington, Richmond, and Danville, in that state, in 
succession. In February, 1863, the regiment moved to Nashville, 
aml subsequently assisted in constructing the fortifications at Frank- 
lin. On the resignation, at this place, of the adjutant of the regi- 
ment, he was appointed acting adjutant. He had heen promoted 
to Ist lieutenant, while in Kentucky. After spending two or 
three weeks of the summer of 1863 in the hospital at Nashville, he 
rejoined his regimeut at War Trace, Tennessee, and was placed on 
stail' duty as the provost marshal of the Ist Brigade of the Ist Di- 
vision of the Reserve Army Corps, under Gen, Gordon Granger. 
The brigade was commanded by Col. Champion, and afterward 
by Gen. Whitaker. Ife was in the battle of Chickamauga, on the 
20th of September, 1865, and was taken prisoner by the Contede- 
rate forces. He was a prisoner in the Southern Confederacy for 
seventeen months and ten days, during which time he was an in- 
mate of the rebel prisons at Richmond, (where he was eontincd in 
the notorious Libby prison); at Danville, Virginia, Macon, 
Georgia, Savannah, and Charleston, South Carolina, where he was 
placed hy the rebels under fire of the Union guns, to prevent the 
Federal forees from bombarding the town; at Columbia, South 
Carolina, and Charlotte, North Carolina. He was exchanged at 
Wilmington, North Carolina, and after reaching the Union lines 
returned to Christian county. After remaining at home three weeks 
he reported for duty at Camp Chase, in Ohio, and after remaining 
there for a time, rejoined his regiment at Nashville, Tennessee. On 
the Lith of June, 1865, he was mustered out at Nashville, and re- 
ecived his discharge at Camp Butler, on the 23d of the same month 
he had heen jromoted Captain, his commission dating from the 
20th ot September, 1863, the date of the battle of Chickamauga, in 
which he was captured. 

On returning to Christian county he resumed farming. For the 
last ten years he bas been a resident of King township. He held 
the othice of Schoo] Commissioner, and for two terms served as Jus- 
tice of the Peace, once in Taylorville township, and once in King 
township. Ife formerly was a member of the demveratic party, 
but during the war he beeame a republican. He is a man of ori- 
ginality and Hberality of thought. Tlis views on religious subjects 
are advanced and progressive. While he accepts the Scriptures as 
a histori statement of facts, which undoubtedly transpired, aud are 
as correct as any records written at such times, and under such cir- 
cumstances, could well be, still he regards the books of the Old and 
New Testaments as purcly human, and not different from any other 
literary productions, Their authors doubtless considered them- 
selves inspired, but their inspiration was simply that of Shake- 
speare and Milton and Dante. If God had actually spoken face to 
face with ian he thinks it probable that He would have warned and 
commanded them against some of the great evils of society, such 
as slavery and polygamy, instead uf giving minute instructions con- 
cerning the useless details of the old Jewish ritual. He is an 
earnest believer in the principles of morality, and is a strong advo- 
cate of abstinence from intoxicating liquors, and of temperance in 
every respect, but controverts the theological ideas which enter into 
the belief of orthodox churches. He is a sincere admirer of that 
yreat sentiment of Thomas Paine—‘ The world is my country, and 
to do good my religion.” 
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JOSLAS TH. ADAMS. 

Tuts gentleman, who is now farming in King township, was 
tormerly for a long number of years engaged in the hat business, at 
Springfield. Tis father, Josias Adams, was descended from the 
old Adams family which has heen so prominently connected with 
this country, and in Wilmington, Delaware, learned the trade of a 
hatter. From Wilmington he emigrated to West Virginia, then a 
wild and unsettled eountry. Ile married Hannah Moore, whose 
family was of English origin, and was well connected in Virginia. 
Mr. Adams’ father became an extensive Jand-owner, owning 17,000 
acres In one tract alone and 10,000 in another, and a man of a 
great deal of wealth. Most of this large estate still belongs to the 
heirs. The subject of this sketch was born at Clarksburg, in 
Harrison county, West Virginia, on the 2d of May, 1817, and lived 
at that place till he was sixteen years of age. At that time there 
were no public schools in existence, and Mr. Adams attended pri- 
yate pay schools in his native town. One of the instructors whom 
he principally remembers was an Irishman, of small stature,—a 
bachelor, who tried to inculeate the principles of reading, writing 
and arithmetic in the minds of his pupils. Mr. Adams was a boy 
of some size and considerable strength when he went to school to 
the Irishman, and one day when the teacher attempted to chastise 
him, as Mr. Adams thought wrongly, for some mischievous eon- 
duct, he gave battle to the school-master who got the worst of the 
encounter and found himself sprawling on the tloor. Some of Mr. 
Adams’ brothers adopted professions and received a liberal educa- 
tion. One attended the military academy at West Point, three 
studied law, and one became a merchant. 

When sixteen he left home, and during the next ten years was 
living for short periods at different points in Kentucky, Ohio, In- 
diana, Illinois, Missouri and Arkansas. Part of the time he was 
working at his trade of a hatter, which he had learned with his 
father at Clarksburg, and which he followed in nearly all the im- 
pertant towus then in existence in the West. After working for 
various firms in St. Louis, in 1844 he eame to Springfield, THinois, 
with the purpose of permanently locating there. Springfield was 
then a place of only four or five thousand inhabitants. He bought 
out all the hat stores in Springfield, and embarked in the business 
yuite extensively. Some of the shops had previously employed 
three or four hands, and Mr. Adams managed them all in one 
establishment, having as many as eighteen or tweuty hands in his 
employment. Tle carried on this business iu Springfield for up- 
wards of thirty years. In the year 1844 occurred his marriage to 
Miss Harriet Taft, who wax born in Addison county, Vermont, on 
the 18th of April, 1822. Her ancestors eame from England, and 
settled on Long Island at a period previous to the Revolutionary 
war. Iler paternal grandmother was Ann Cook, a relative of the 
celebrated Capt. Cook, the great English navigator. Mrs. Adams’ 
grandfather bought large traets of land in Vermont, to which he 
removed after the Revolutionary war. Her father, Josiah Taft, 
raised a company of men and served in the war of 1812 against 
Great Britain. He took part in the battle of Plattsburg, where he 
received a serious wound, half of his foot being shot away, by 
which he was maimed for life. After the death of Mrs. Adams’ 
father, her mother moved, with her two children, to Hlinois, and 
settled at Springfield. Mrs. Adams was then a girl of sixteen. 
Her older brother, William Taft, had emigrated to Ihnois at an 
early date and settled at Rochester, in Sangamon county, where he 
became the owner of a large body of rich land. 

Several years ago Mr. Adams had purehased a quarter section of 
Jand in King township, to which he concluded to remove on re- 
linquishing the hat business at Springfield. He had no previous 
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experience in farming, with the exception of some work on his 
father’s farm in Virginia. Since his residence in the county he 
has made constant improvements on his farm, an illustration of 
which is shown elsewhere. Mr. and Mrs. Adams have been the 
parents of seven children. The oldest danghter, Phube, is the wife 
of C. C. Cromwell, of Springfield ; Emma married William Gill, a 
merchant of Jacksonville; Annie is the wife of P. C. Sloan, of 
Tuscola, the circuit clerk of Douglas county; Lizzie married B. F. 
Conner. The next daughter, Jessie F., died on the 25th of De- 
cember, 1878, at the age of twenty-two; Joseph TI., the oldest son, 
died on the 2d of January, 1875, from an accident oceasioned by 
the discharge of a gnu, while he was hunting. He was a young 
man of brilliant promise, and was preparing for a collegiate course 
at the time of his death. Maud is the youngest child. 

Mr. Adams is known as a man of good business capacity and 
strict integrity. Among Mrs. Adams’ characteristics is a praise- 
worthy energy and perseverance, which well fits her to he the head 
of a household. In politics, Mr. Adams was first a whig, and voted 
for Harrison, in 1840. Before the war of the rebellion, he became 
a republiean, and in 1860 had the pleasure of casting his vote for 
Abraham Lincoln, an old acquaintance and customer, at Spring- 
field. 


HATTEN GASKINS. 

Amonu the pioneer settlers of North King township, Mr. Tatten 
Gaskins deserves special mention. He is a native of Saline county, 
in this state,and was born on the 6th of May, 1835. Wilson Gaskins, 
the father of the subject of this sketch, was born in Iloward county, 
Kentucky. His father, grandfather of Hatten Gaskins, was one of 
the pioneers of Kentueky. Wilson Gaskins was one of a family of 
eleyen children, and removed from Kentucky to a wild and thinly 
settled territory, but which has since become the great and prosper- 
ous state of Illinois. He settled in what was Gallatin county, but 
afterwards beeame a part of Saline county, in about the year 1812. 
We have no data by which to fix the exact date, but as nearly as 
can be ascertained, in the year 1818 he was married to Lydia 


Bracken. Eleven children haye been born to them, six boys and 
five girls, nine of whom still survive, and of these seven are living 
in this state. One brother is now living in Missouri, and one ts 
steamboating on the Mississippi river. 

Hatten Gaskins moved from Saline to Montgomery county, and 
from Montgomery to Christian county in the spring of 1861, and 
bought a farm of 240 acres, to which by industry and good manage- 
ment he has added until he has one of the hest tmproved farms in 
Christian county, Qn Christmas day, in the year 1857, he was 
married to Delia Davis. ter father, Moses Davis, was a native of 
Vermont. He descended from the hardy pioneers of New England. 
Her grandfather was a soldier in the Revolutionary war, and was 
with Ethan Allen, in the capture of Ticonderoga. He had the eon- 
tract to furnish poles for the first telegraph line in the United 
States. He came west and died in 1872. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Gaskins eight children have been horn, four of 
whom are dead and the others are living at home. Like all pio- 
neer settlers of a new country, Mr. Gaskins had poor advantages 
for obtaining an education. He built the first school-house in King 
township, in 1857, and thus manifested the desire that the rising 
generation should not be deprived of privileges of which he had so 
much felt the need. 

He and his wite have been members of the M. E. church for a 
great many years. uniting with the society when they held meetings 
in a log sehool-house. Now the services are held in a neat, com- 
modious frame building in the northern part of the township. 


In polities, he hax always been identified with the demoeratic 
party, but has not been so closely tied that he could not yote for a 
good man of any party. 

Mr. Gaskins is a good example uf what a man may aecomplish by 
persevering efforts. He and his good wife started in life without 
any capital except stout hearts and a determination to suceced, and 
they have accumulated property until now they are in easy cir- 
cumstances. Mr. Gaskins is esteemed and respected by all who 
know him, and is one of those men who by aiding every laudable 
enterprise, is a benefit to the community in which he lives. 
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HIS township embraces all of town 15, Range 1 West, 
together with that part of 16-1 W., lying between the 
former and the Sangamon river. It is hounded on the 
north by the Sangamon river, east by Macon county, 
sonth by Stonington, west by Mt. Auburn township. It is drained 
by Mosquito ereek, which enters the township on section 18, and 
runs in a north-westerly direction to the Sangamon river. Tu the 
early times the borders of this stream were greatly infeeted with 
mosquitoes, and it was from them that the creek derived its name. 
Mosquito township originally formed a part of “Mt. Auburn Pre- 
einct,’’ and remained in this connection for many years, and until 
the adoption of township organization in 1866, Among the early 
settlers were the following ; some of whom could antedate the “ deep 
snow.” James Saunders came in 1825; Thomas Russell, John 
White, Truman White, 1832; Jacob Wydick, Elias Copenbarker, 
came in 1830; James Fletcher, 1833; father of Griftin T. Fletcher, 


1833; Martin White, A. D. Northcutt, W. H. Masterson, 1835; 
John G, Fleteher, in 1830; R. B. Osborn, in 1330; and Berry 
Rose. Most of these settled in the neighborhood of Mosquito creek. 
Jas. T. and Wm. Armstrong, came in 1841. James Saunders, the 
old pioneer backwoodsman, was among the first settlers of this town- 
ship. He was noted as being a great deer hunter, and a man of 
strong character. Mosyuito was also noted as the early home of 
“poor Martin White,” of Kansas fame. His farm is now owned by 
Moses Stafford. He was a Predestinarian Baptist preacher, aud 
was a strong believer in the doctrine that a man will not die till 
his time comes. He was a correct type of the backwoods preacher, 
and when preaching in warm weather, would lay off his coat, open 
his shirt collar, turn up his sleeves, and fairly make the woods ring 
with his stentorian voice. Martin White was the first representa- 
tive from this county in the legislature, in 1840. He seems to haye 
attained to some notoriety. The following “card” of Mr. White, 
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appeared im the Springticld “Journal,” of February 19th, 1341, It 
eave, © We cheerfully insert the eommuuieation of Mr. White, Rep- 
fevntitive from Christian county, in auswer to some remarks re- 
specting his official conduet, in the last issue of the paper. We 
most certainly excuse his bad grammar and spelling. We have no 
longer any cane to wonder that. he should refuse to ebey his con- 
citaenie: he is certainly just such 9 man as we should naturally 
expect would treat his constituents with “ ‘contenipt? ” 


REPRESENTATIVE WHITE'S LETTER, 
e Springfield, Peh. Vth, Ws41. 
“To the Editor of the Sangamon Journal, 

Stri—l se A Card in your paper the 11 of Hebuary: Tn which 
it had sum Direct alusion to my vote on the judiciary. You stated 
that } was Instructed By a majority of my Constitants to vote 
Avainet the Judiciary Bill, and that ] would feel the Pangs of my 
Insultél Constitants, thare was a majority of names on the deffercnt 
Petetions : But tha ware mostly whigs and i did not no That tha 
Put thare naims to the Petitions Purtieular those from Christian 
so Far ] understand that a Curtan Whig who Lives in springtield 
went to Christian Co. with the Petition to get my Constitants to in- 
struet me to go against the Bill And Buy lying he got Cum of my 
DimoCratiC friends to sine it. But 1 want this Springtield Junto 
to understand that tha Cant Cum it For J wont obey the Proscrip- 
shun of this Springfield wig Junto. the Plans ware all made out in 
Springfield without My Constitant- asking for ic And then the 
Black lage hoo tuck Thoas Petitions ware a shaimed. tu give me the 
Petitions. T don’t no but what that scoundral forged the names 
that was on the Petition that he CerCulated—now T will give my 
reasons for not obeying the TnStruCtions, the reason Ts the Peti- 
tions ware gotten up in Springfield and unCaled for By my Con- 
stituants and a great menny of them had uot herd of it tel the Pe- 
tition ware Presented to them and then it ware very rougley stated 
and false statements maid concerning it 

Now Mr iditor i think those silk vlove and Raitell shirt dandys 
about Springfield Hoo have never got thare bred by the swet of 
thare Brow will begin to find that Tha Cant. Cum it over the labor- 
ing Class of Community 

“ A word to you Mr E:ditor—now Sir] think you will find a nuff 
to doc if you will tend to your own bisness, And keep your own 
house swept and garnished ‘ First take the Beem ont of thine own 
eye and then yon eau ee to take the mote out of Thy brothers cye 
I will Conelade fur the present by sailing to you if you Pour out 
enny more of your slang About me J will expose The Conduct of 
your Whig clan excuse my grammar and had spellin as Lam a 
hoa spun farmer aud have but Little Edueation, and have some- 
thing Else to do besides Hisning to the slang of your blue light 
federal Paper. M. Wiurr” 


In reference to the above The Register of Feb. LOth, 1841, says 
“Rep. White had not been instructed hy a majority of his constitu- 
ents; and as to whig instructions, said Mr. White, ‘They need 
not send such documents to me. Previous to the Aug. Election, said 
Mr. White, these same Federal Gentry tried to instruct me to stay 
at home, but they eouldn’t come it then, and they ean’t come it 
now. The Junto of Springfield tried to play a trick on some of 
the constituants of Mr. White, about some Joeal matters, promis- 
ing them a slice ofl—of Old Sangamon, if they would instruet 
their Nepresentative, but the trick failed.” 

The Cumberland Presbyterian church had an organization on 
Mosquito at an early day. In 1858, they built a ©. 2. church on 
Serry Ttose’s land, Elder Northcutt says he assisted in its building. 


It was a frame—eyery stick of which was hewed or shaved. They 
made out tu raise money tu buy nails, and glass for the two smal] 
windows. It burned dawn about twenty-five years ago. 

The following amusing anecdote is related of James Saunders and 
John G. Fleteher, old pioncer citizens of Mosquito. The latter was 
something of a bee-hunter, and on one occasion having cut a large 
bee-tree, converted it Intoa “gum, ” covered it with a split slab and 
left it fora more convenient time. Unele Jimmy Saunders, as he was 
always familiarly known in the settlement, as it happened, had just 
killed three deer, and finding the “gum,” not sceing the honey, 
filled it up with deer tallow, thus to keep it from the ravens, which 
were plenty—and somewhat larger than a crow—since extinct in 
this region. Fletcher returning first could uot understand how 
anybody eonld rob him of his honey, and leave tallow in exchauge, 
the latter heing mueh more valuable. 

Berry Rose, whom all the old settlers will remember, lived furth- 
er up theereck, Ile was fond of telling yarns about the “yar- 
ments of Mosquito.” He related one that wolyes were very numer- 
ous and very troublesome. One by one they would steal away his 
geese, pigs and sheep, and one night he was awakened from a profound 
sleep by a noise in the yard; and on looking out, found one of bis 
sheep running around his cabin with a wolf after it, and the dog 
atter the wolf? 

Zimri Augur opencd the first farm on the south side of Mosquito, 
between Mt. Auburn and the Macon county line. He settled on 
his place November, 1859; emigrated from Connecticut. His farm 
lay one mile cast trom Mt. Auburn, now oecupied by his son An- 
drew L. Augur. This old resident died in 1870, at the ripe age of 
78 years, 

On the adoption of township organization in 1866, “ Mosquito ”’ 
was turmed into a justice's precinct, and the place of voting fixed at 
Eagle school-house, on the lands of R. B. Osburn, where lived for- 
ty-tive years ago the veteran pioneer, Elder Northentt. At an elec- 
tion held April Sd, 1866, James Davidson was elected Super- 
visor, Andrew L. Augur and Jonathan A. Sprague were elected 
Justices of the Peace. Mosquito has no towns or villages within 
its borders excepting a small place called “ Randellsville,” in the 
south-east corner of the township. It formerly contained a Post-of- 
fice, a church, school-house and several dwelling-houses. Blue 
Mound has somewhat dwaried its future prospects. The lands of 
this township were originally surveyed in the summer of 1821, by 
William V. Reetor. and the same year township 1U6—1 W. was sur- 
veyed by ALL. Langham. Mosquito, at the Presidential election, 
in November, 1876, east a vote of 358. The first beard of school 
Trustees, in the county were appointed by the county Court, at 
their second term or meeting on the twenty-fuurth of June, 1839, 
tor town 15—1 W. Martin White, John G. Fletcher and Griffin 
T. Fletcher. Jt was decided at the same term of the court that the 
Trustees sel] the 16th section, aud the money thus obtained, to be 
used for school purposes. 

The first land entries in this township as takeu from the county 
reeords, tuwnship 16, 1 west,October 8, 1832, Truman White, N. W. 2, 
N. iE. } seetion 35, 40 aeres; John White, W. 3 N. W. ¢ section 35, 
80 aeres; November 5, 1852, Aceabud Stamphill, 5. E. tN. W. 4 
section 28, 40 acres, township 15—1 west, November 16, 1826, Ja- 
cob Fletcher, 4.4 N. W.4 section 4, 78.56 acres; November 6, 
1820, MartinWhite, W. 38. W. 1 section 3, 8Qacres; November 
16,1829, Janes Fletcher, W. 3 8. E. + section4, 80 acres. 

We append the following list of township officers. 

Supervisors—James Dayidson, elected 1866; E. H. Ilineline, 
1867; M. Stafford, 1868; John L. Drennan, 1869, re-elected 
1870 and 1871; Andrew L. Augur, 1872, re-elected 1873; J. L. 
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Drennan, 1874, re-elected 1875, 1876 and 1877; R. A. Gray, 1878; 
Robert Gray, 1879; R.A. Gray, 1880. 

alssessors—Elias Bramel elected 1866, J. A. Henderson appoint- 
ed; J. A. Henderson, J. L. Drennan, Richard Coliver, John Scott, 
George MecQuality, Oliver White, 1876; HI. T. Davidson, 1877, 
re-elected 1878, 1879 and 1580. 

Collectors—B. D. Cross, elected 1866 ; Henry C. Crawford, 1867 ; 
Thomas J. Lanton, 1868, re-elected each year up to 1875; J. F. 
Ferguson, 1875 and 1876; Jesse Ryan, 1877, 1875 aud 1879; 
Robert Elder, 1880. 

Town Clerks.—E. J. Davidson, David Clements, Joseph Roberts, 


om ee TO 2. 1 


>_> 


Co.. LEONARD CRAWFORD. 


Cou. CRAWFORD was born in Westchester county, New York, on 
the first day of January, 1805. On his father’s side his ancestors 
were Scotch and on his mother’s Welsh. His father, Caleb Craw- 
ford, was also a native of Westchester county, and served for a short 
time against the British in the war of 1812. His mother’s maiden 
name was Phebe Kniffin. In the year 1813, the family moved 
from Westchester county, New York, to Cincinnati, Ohio. Col. 
Crawford remembers New York city, as he passed through it on his 
way West, then a boy eight years of age, as a town of ahout forty 
thousand inhabitants, confined to the extreme lower point of Man- 
hattan Island. All that constitutes a great part of the present me- 
tropolis was then a country district where property now worth 
millions could be obtained on cheap terms. Few people expected 
the city to reach its present remarkable growth. An emigrant 
wagon couveyed the family across the Allegheny mountains to 
Pittsburg, from which place they floated down the Ohio to Cincin- 
nati in one of the broad-bottomed “ Broad-Horns,” then used for 
transportation on western rivers. 

Cincinnati was then on the extreme frontier, and a town of less 
than nine thousand inhabitants. His father was one of the first men 
to engage in the pork-packing business in that city. For a couple 
of years he carried it on quite extensively. But he wasa farmer by 
ocenpation, and had a strong inclination for agricultural pursuits. 
The lands of the Wabash valley in Indiana, known as Harrison’s 
Purchase, were about that time offered for sale. His father was one 
of a company which purchased from the government the plat on 
which the city of Terre Haute now stands, and immediately set out 
by keel boat down the Ohio and up the Wabash river to Fort Harri- 
son, then garrisoned by United States soldiers ax a frontier post. 
This was in the year 1816. His father’s family was the third to 
settle in Vigo county. The place where they lucated was at the 
head of Harrison prairie, five miles above the present city of Terre 
Haute. Fort Harrison, two miles and a half above Terre Haute, 
was then the principal military post for the Northwestern Territory. 
Gen. Harrison was in command and frequently visited the post. 
Col. Crawford’s boyhood was principally spent among the Indians, 
with whom he associated on terms of perfect friendliness, even at 
times when a hostile feeling existed between the tribes and the gar- 
rison of the fort. The Kickapoos, Miamis, Delawares and Pottawat- 
omies, then inhabited that locality. On one occasion, when the 


John Hughes, E. M. Burns, W. T. Watts, J. F. Ferguson, Louis 
Clark, 1876, and re-elected cach succeeding year. 

Commissioners of Highways—A. J. McVey, Daniel Daniels, 
William Leeper, George Overmeir, William Morgan, Hezekiah 
Davidson, Francis Stewart, 1876 ; Robert Elder, 1877; J. F. Fer- 
guson, 1878; J. L. Drennan, 1879; A. W. Smart, 1880. 

Constables,—William Morgan, now serving; J. R. Foster, George 
Neeley now serving. 

Justices of the Peace —H. L. Hugur, J. A. Sprague, B. D. Cross, 
Ira Ellis, F. M. Sanders, E. M. Burns, Samuel Betz and Jewillis 
Wood elected in 1877 and now serving. 
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settlers were all gathered together at Fort Harrison, expecting an 
attack from the Indians with whom there had been some serious 
misunderstanding, the inmates of the fort were reduced to great 
straits by reason of a lack of provisions. Col. Crawford, then a boy 
of eleven or twelve, was sent on horseback out through the Indian 
camp and brought back to the fort the herd of cattle on which the 
inmates relicd for food. No schvols had of course been established 
in Indiana at that time. His parents were, however, persons of 
good information, and the Col. learned the rudiments of a good 
English education at home. But his boyhood and youth was prin- 
cipally spent amid the wild free scenes which marked life on the 
frontier, roaming through Indian camps, hunting, fishing, and en- 
jeying to the utmost the unrestrained liberty of life in the wilderness 
and on the prairie. His father’s investments in the Wabash lands 
proved unremunerative and unfortunate. Ie was unable to meet 
the successive payments, and finally lost almost the entire tract he 
had originally purchased. It has, of course, since become of great 
value. 

As he grew older Col. Crawford went to farming for himself. He 
raised one large crop of corn which he sold for six cents a busbel. 
The Wabash valley between Vincennes and Terre Haute had by 
that time become quite well settled. The farmers were accustomed 
to ship their produce in flat boats down the Ohio and Mississippi, 
and dispose of it in New Orleans. 

About the year 1823, when he was eighteen, there came to Terre 
Haute a Zoological exhibition under the control of Harvey Bailey, 
a son of the well-known Hackaliah Bailey, who exhibited the first 
elephant ever brought to the United States, and from it made a 
large fortune. Hackaliah Bailey had been raised on an adjoining 
farm to the Crawfords, in Westchester county, New York, and the 
two families had consequently been on terms of some intimacy. 
Col. Crawford was induced to accompany the exhibition, and he 
thus began a career which he followed for several years, and which 
was the oceasion of his visiting all the inhabited parts of the United 
States, and of his experiencing numerous adventures. He proved 
an apt man at the business, aud ina few years was made manager 
of an exhibition. Fora great part of the time he had charge of 
the advertising. With the Washburns and Spencer Gregory, of 
New York, he was a stockholder in a Zoological and Ornithological 
association, which at the time of its organization was the most com- 
plete in the whole country. These exhibitions traveled largely 
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through the West and South, and Col. Crawford became familiar 
with almost every town and village of importance in the whole 
country Ilis winters were spent principally in the southern cities. 
He was at Charleston during the winter of 1832-8, at the time of 
the famons nullification exeitement. South Carolina was in a fever 
heat, and a conflict between the Federal and State authorities in 
Charleston Harbor was momentarily expected, His travels and 
associations also made him familiar with many oecurrences and in- 
cidents between public men, which bave sinee become matters of 
public history. Like most meu in his position he spent his money 
freely. Although in the receipt of a liberal income he saved com- 
paratively Httle from his many years of service in this field. 

In the year 1838 he returned to Indiana. In 1830 he married 
Miss Corrina Aun Durkee, a uative of Vigo county, Indiana, and 
danghter of Dr. John Durkee, one of the early settlers of Vigo 
county, and a physician who, in those early days, practived exten- 
sively through the whole settled part of the Wabash valley. After 
his marriage he settled on a farm three miles from Terre Haute. 
His wife died in January, 1845. 

After the discovery of gold in California, Col. Crawford was among 
the first to make his way across the Plains to the Pacific Coast. 
After traversing in safety the vast region intervening between the 
Missouri river and the Rocky Mountains, then regarded as an arid 
and inhospitable desert, which would always remain incapable of 
cultivation, he was seized with a severe fever at Summit Spring near 
the Summit of the Rocky Mouniains. He happily recovered. He 
lay at Salt Lake City three weeks regaining hisstrength. On reach- 
ing the gold regions he undertook washing gold on the Rio de Las Cos 
Manos. He followed washing gold about a year and found it profit- 
able. The winter of 1850-1, he visited Oregon, ascending the coast 
as far as Astoria and the straits of Juan de Fuqua. He returned 
from California by way of the Isthmus of Panama, visiting various 
portions of Central and South America and the West India Islands, 
and stopping ai Ifavana, Cuba, and in the eity of New Orleans, On 
the fifteenth of Ovtober, 1851, he married Mary W. Kidder, who 
was born at Searsport, in Hancock county, Maine, on the twelfth of 
August, 1815. Her father, Nathaniel Kidder, was for a number of 
years a merchant in Boston, and removed to Oxford, Ohio, in the 
year 1829. Mrs, Crawford came to Terre Haute in 1850, where she 
made the acquaintance of her husband. Her grandfather, Nathaniel 
Kidder, was an Orthodox minister. who preached at Nashua, New 
Hampshire, for a long number of years, and died there at an advaneed 
age. Her mother, Salla Atherton, was the daughter of Dr. Isracl 
Atherton, an old practitioner of medicine at Lancaster, Massachu- 
sctts. 

In August, 1851, Col. Crawford purchased from John Grege, of 
Philadelphia, about a thonsand acres of land on Mosquito Creek, in 
the northern part of this county. He settled on this tract where he 
has since lived. Few improvements had then been made in that 
part of the county, His farm, whieh has been reduced by gifts to 
his children to five hundred acres, has of recent years been ehictly 
devoted to grazing purposes, Consequently, Col. Crawford leads a 
life of comparative ease, and as free as possible from the ordinary 
cares Incident to the carrying on of alarge farm. Tis two children, 
David F. and Henry C. Crawford, are married and settled on farms 
near their father. David F. served in the Union army during the 
war of the rebellion, a member of the Twenty-first ]Hinois—Gen., 
Grant's original regiment. Ile was in numerous battles, and was 
severely wonnded at Stone River. He won for himself a reeord as 
a good soldier. The last seven months of his service were spent as 
a prisoner at Andersonville and other ports of Georgia, where he had 
ample opportunity to experience the hardships and privationg of 
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life in the Southern prison pens, which will be remembered in sub- 
sequent history for their unparalleled barbarities. Col. Crawford 
and his wife also have an adopted daughter, Mary Bell Maxwell, 
who has lived with them since she was two weeks old. Her father, 
James Maxwell, died in the army during the war. 

In early lite Col. Crawford was a Whig. Ou the agitation of the 
question of slavery and its proposed extension into the territories, 
his natural sympathies made him a free soil man, He has been a 
wsember of the Republican party from its organization. He is a 
well-knowa resident of this county, His extensive travels have 
brought him in contact with many men of note. Among his rem- 
iniscences are treasured up many incidents relating to public men, 
who were in active life during his early manhood, and who have 
since been given their appropriate places on the roll of their coun- 
try’s history. Asa child he was of weakly growth, and gave little 
promise of a hardy constitution or a long life. By active exercise 
in his boyhood, he aequired a vigorous constitution, and few men 
could have stood so suceessfully the toils and travels which he has 
undergone. As a pioneer in the great West he was among the 
earliest. It is sixty-four years since his feet first trod the soil of 
THinois—then a wild and uninhabited territory. He often made 
the journey from Terre Haute to Springfield when not a single set- 
tlement varied the monotony of the journey. Though a man who. 
has traveled much by sea and land he is a farmer, and is well sat- 
isfied with his home and its surroundings, believing that all things 
considered, he lives in one of the most favored portions of his 
adopted state. 


JOHN L. DRENNAN, 


Tins gentleman, who has resided in Mosquito township since 
1856, is a native of Kentucky, and was born in Caldwell county, in 
that state, Nov. 14, 1826. His grandfather, John Drennan, was a 
resident of South Carolina at the time of the revolutionary war, 
and served in the American army during the latter part of that 
war. He moved from Sonth Carolina to Kentucky about the year 
1802, and settled in Caldwell (then Livingston) county, and was 
one of the pioneer settlers of that part of the state. He located 
there when it was alinost a wilderness, and still inhabited by the In- 
dians. His father, Eli Drennan, was born in Soutb Carolina in the 
year 1800, and, conseyuently, was only about two years of age when 
the family removed into Kentucky. He was raised in Caldwell 
county, and, upon reaching manhood’s estate, married Margaret Mc- 
Dowell, who was also a native of Caldwell county, and who was 
descended from an Trish family which had settled some years be- 
fore in South Carolina, and moved from there to Kentucky at an 
early date. 

John L. Drennan, the subject of our sketch, was the oldest of 
nine children born to EH and Margaret Drennan. He was raised 
in Caldwell county, Ky. 

The schools of that part of the state, in his early youth, offered 
only moderate advantages for obtaining an education, in addition 
to which he was obliged to remain at home to assist in the work 
upon the farm. The result was, he only attended school about three 
months altogether, and for what education he received, he was 
indebted entirely to his own efforts. 

He lived at home until he was twenty-one years of age, and then 
fairly started in life on his own account. Continuing the same 
line of business, he began farming for himself in Caldwell county. 

Upon the 18th of Mareh, 1850, he married Heurietta Wimber- 
ley, one of twelve children, who had been born in Trigg, but was 
residing in Caldwell county, Kentucky. Her ancestors had come 
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from North Carolina to Kentucky at an early date. John L. 
Drennan lived in Kentucky until 1856. 

The Drennan family were carly settlers in Hlinois, William 
and Joseph Drennan, uncles to his father, having settled in San- 
gamon county, this state, at a very early period ; and were among 
the first pioneer settlers, it being said that they planted the first 
corn ever grown in Sangamon county. Mr. Drennan’s father came 
to [linois abont 1820-21 ; remained two years in Sangamon county, 
and helped build the first house in Springtield. Ile was not favor- 
ably impressed with the country, however, and returned to Ken- 
tucky in the fall of 1856. John L. Drennan moved with his fam- 
ily to Illinois, and settled in Christian county, near Mt. Auburn. 
Since 1864 he has been living upon his present farm, in sec. 22, T. 
15R.1W. Mr. and Mrs. Drennan have fourteen children, all liv- 
ing, viz.: Alfred M., Franklin P., John G., Adelia J. (now wite of 
John F. Cole), Laura E., Margaret Emily (who married Clayton 
Clemens), Henry E, George R., Henrietta Adel, Cora A., James 
L., Thomas M., Oscar W.and Charlotte O. Two of his sons reside 
at Taylorville. Franklin P. has been connected with the offices of 
the county, and Circuit Clerk for the past four years, and Jobn G., 
who is now a candidate for the position of State’s Attorney, having 
received the nomination from the democratic party by a large ma- 
jority, and there is but little doubt that he will be elected. 

In his politics Mr. Drennan has been a member of the democratic 
party all his life. His first vote for president was cast for Lewis 
Cass, in 1848, and he has voted for every democratic candidate for 
president since, with the exception of James Buchanan, in 1856, 
when he lost his vote by reason of his removal to this state at that 
time. 

He has been one of the representative democrats of Mosquito 
township. In 1872 the democrats of Christian county made him 
their nominee for County Treasnrer 

Mr. Drennan is a man who has commanded the confidence and 
respect of the people, and has filled several positions with credit to 
himself, and to the satisfaction of the people of the township in 
which he resides He was assessor of Mosyuito township for two 
years—during 1866 and 1867. He was elected a member of the 
board of supervisors in 1868, and served four consecutive years. 
He was again elected to this position in 1874, and again repre- 
sented his township on the Board for five successive years. He 
has also filled a number of minor officesin the township, such as 
school trustee and commisioner of highways. IIe was one of the 
first to settle out on the prairie, in the south-west part of Mosquito 
township, and since his location there, has witnessed a vast amount 
of improvement around him. 


ELIAS BRAMEL. 


Tus gentleman, one of the early settlers on the Mosquito 
prairie, isa Kentnekian by birth, The family from which he de- 
scended is of English extraction. His grandfather, Jonathan 
Bramel, was born in England, and on his emigration to America 
settled in Maryland. His father, Elisha Bramel, was born in 
Maryland, and when a young man went to Kentucky and settled 
in that state. This was about the year 1812. About 1815, he mar- 
ried in Mason county, Kentucky, Rebecca Moran, who was also 
born in Maryland, the Moran and Bramel families having emi- 
grated from Maryland to Kentneky together, and settled in Mason 
county. Mr. Bramel’s birth occurred in Mason county, March 17, 
1820. He was the third in a family of eight children. When 
about seven years old his father moved to Harrison county. The 
part of Kentucky in which his father lived was thinly settled, and 
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the neighbors few und far between. In consequence the children 
were afforded very poor advantages in the way of obtaining an edu- 
cation. When he was a boy there was no school within a reasona- 
ble distance at which he could attend. The only schooling he 
received was for about two months after he became of age. Mr. 
Bramel lived at home until he was twenty-one, and then turned 
out in the world on his own account. He went to Paris, in Bourbon 
county, and learned the business of a stone mason, and afterward 
the trade of a stone cntter. He worked at his trade for fifteen or 
sixteen years, and at it saved enough money to buy a farm of two 
hundred acres, in Harrison county, in the year 1843, and on which 
he moved, but still carried on his trade, obtaining other help to 
carry on the farming. 

His first marriage occurred November 3, 1844, to liza Ash- 
craft, of Harrison county, Kentucky. Her death took place Jan. 
18th, 1849. He was married again August 12, 1851, to Dorinda 
Dodson, who was born and raised in Harrison county, Kentucky. 
Tu 1852, Mr. Bramel removed to Hlinois, and purchased eighty 
acres of raw prairie land, in section 34, town. 19, range 1 west, and 
twenty acres of timber. Mr. Bramel began farming on this tract, 
and has been farming in that part of Christian county ever since. 
He now owns three hundred acres of land in sections 34 and 35, and 
is known as one of the substantial farmers of Mosquito township. 
Mr. Bramel was among the first to locate on the Mosqnito prairie, 
on which there were only one or two houses on his coming to the 
county. Herds of deer were a common sight on the prairie, and 
the country gave little promise of developing into the rich agricul- 
tural country which it has since become. Mr. Bramel has ten 
children living: Columbus, now living in La Bette county, Kansas, 
Luciada, wife of Lysander Whaley, of Mosquito township, Sallie 
A., who married Adam Whiteside, of Macon county, Benjamin, 
Oscar, now farming in Mosquito township, Robert, Thomas, Ira, 
Richard and John Wilmer. 

In his polities, Ma. Bramel started out in life as a believer in the 
old Jackson democracy, to whose principles he believes that he has 
adhered pretty closely all through his life. His first vote for 
president was cast fur Van Buren, in 1840, and he has voted for 
every democratic candidate for president from that time until now. 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Bramel are members of the Christian church. 
Mr. Bramel is a man who has been respected for his many good 
qualities as a citizen and a useful member of the community. Asa 


-man he is self-made. He began life with nothing on which to rely 


except his own energy, and from a young man beginning life with- 
out a dollar, has risen to a position of comparative independence, 
and takes rank with the prominent farmers of Christian county. 


WILLIAM ARMSTRONG. 


Tus gentleman, one of the old residents of this part of the 
state, is a native of North Carolina, and was born in Orange county, 
of that state, May 1, 1806. The family from which he is descended 
is of Irish descent. 

His great-grandfather was born in Jreland, came to America, 
and settled in North Carolina, while it was yet a colony of Great 
Britain. His grandfather, William Armstrong, was born in North 
Carolina, about the year 1736. He served in the Continental army 
during the whole of the Revolutionary war, and participated in 
several battles, being twice taken prisoner by the British. His 
father, James Armstrong, was born in North Carolina, was raised 
in that state, and married Mary Allen, who was also a native of 
Orange county, N. C., and came from a family of English descent. 

Mr. Armstrong’s grandfather, George Allen Armstrong, moved 


trom North Carolina to Tennessee, at an early date, and settled on 
the site of Nashville, where there was only a fort to mark the spot 
where now stands the capital of the state. Ie married Jennie 
Lapslie. Lis son, Wn. Armstrong, unele of the subject of this 
sketch, accompanied him to ‘Tennessee, and was accustomed to say 
that he buried nearly thirty men, who had been picked off by the 
Tadians, within a short distance of this Nashville fort. Mr, Arm- 
strong’s father alse accompanied him to Tennessee, but afterwards 
returned to North Carolina. 

The first six years of Mr. .\rmstrong’s life were spent among the 
sterile hills and flint rocks of his native county. In 1812, his 
father moved with the family to Tennessee, and settled m Williams 
county, 20 miles from Nashville. Tt was here that Mr. Armstrong 
grew to manhood. His father being a man in good circumstances, 
Wm. Armstrong obtained all the education offered by the schools 
of that country. Ile was married there to Martha Oldham, a na- 
tive of Virginia. Mr. Armstrong first visited Hlinois in 1836, and 
being determined to settle in this state, he entered land in what is 
now Logan county, and in 1837, brought his family to Mlinois, and 
settled in Sangamon county, near the town of Mechanicsburg, and 
continued to live there until 1865, and then moved to his present 
farm in Christian county. lis first wife died, January, 1836, be- 
fore his removal to IIlinois. TJis second marriage occurred June 
15, 1837, to Statira Fickland, a native of Montgomery county, 
Kentucky; his marriage took place in Sangamon county. The 
farm on which Mr. Armstrong now resides, was improved by his 
son, Leander Armstrong, now dead, and was one of the earliest 
improved farms upon the prairie in the south-west part of Mosquito 
township. Mr. Armstrong has had ten children, of whom six are 
now living, namely, Mary E., John A., James J., Ann M., married 
to D. W. Housley of Grove City, Wm., David C. Tis oldest 
daughter ix living in Jasper county, Missouri, the wife of John I. 
Spurgin, and all the other children are living in Christian county. 
Three children of Mr. Armstrong’s died in Christian county, al] 
grown, viz: Leander, April 14, 1866, George White, Nov. 26, 1868 | 
Emma, Feb. 17, 1873, Edwin A. having died in infancy, Jan. 4, 
1834. Mr. Armstrong had three sons serving in the army during 
the war of the Rebellion: John A., James I., and Leander; John 
A. serving in the 5d cavalry, James [. in the 73d, and Leander in 
the 114th; the first named enlisted in 1861, and served until he be- 
came incapable of active duty on account of rheumatism, James J. 
and Leander served from 1862 until the close of the war. Leander 
contracted a disease while in the service, from which he died as 
above stated. 

Mr. Armstrong was born in a slave-holding country, and his 
father was a slave-owner after the manner of the country in which 
he lived, but the subject of our sketch at an early age hecame im- 
pressed with the evils of the system, although he himself owned 
slaves, and as soon as an opportunity offered determined to move to 
a free state. Ife was a whig while that party lasted, and voted for 
its candidates always in opposition to the democratic party. His 
sentiments on the question of slavery, led him to attach himself to 
the Repnblican party on its organization, and he voted for Fremont 
in 1856. He is still a republican, and was a stanch Union man 
during the war, 

Mr. Armstrong is a man who is much respected for his many 
good qualities as a citizen, For four years he was Associate Judge 
of the County Court, in Sangamon county. At the age of 18, in 
1824, he became connected with the Methodist church, of which 
denomination he has ever since heen a member. 

Mr, Armstrong owned a section and a half of land in Mosquito 
township, and has given all his children a good start in life. Tis 
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four sons are now farming in this township, and are all married. 
Three of them are living upon the same section (30) as their father. 


SAMUEL BETZ. 

Tus gentleman, whe has been living in Mosquito township since 
Noveinher, 1867, is a native of Pennsylvania, and was born in 
Huntingdon county of that state, March 29,1831. His father was 
Johu Betz, and his mother Rebecca Beyer. The subject of our 
sketch was the oldest of seven children. When a child one or two 
years of age, his father moved with the family to Medina county, 
Ohio, where he lived three or four years and then went to Summit 
county, Ohio, where Esquire Betz was principally raised. The part 
of Ohio in which he lived had good schovls, which he attended 
pretty regularly when a boy, and gained a good education. After 
becoming of age he worked hy the month for a couple of years in 
Summit and Cuyahoga counties. The summer of 1855 he spent in 
Wisconsin, October 7, 1855, he was marrted to Catharine Weid- 
man, who was born and raised in Summit county, Ohio, where his 
marriage took place. In the spring of 1856 he went to Wisconsin, 
and went to farming for himself in Sauk county of that state. He 
lived in Wisconsin seven and one half years. His father died in 
February, 1863. | And his five younger brothers were in the army 
at the time, so that his mother wrote to him to come back to Ohio 
and take care of the old homestead ; consequently he went back to 
Ohio in the fall of 1863, and lived there until the fall of 1867, when 
he came to Christian county and settled in Mosquito township, 
where he has since heen engaged in farming. He learned the ear- 
penter’s trade in Ohio, and has followed that to some extent here. 
He has had nine children, of whom all but one are living. Their 
names are Clara Emma, wife of Jobn A. Delamar; Charlotte 
Rebecca, William Arie, who died at the age of nearly thirteen ; 
Alice Florence, Ida, Rosa, John Harvey, Mary Catharine and 
Charles Samuel. Esquire Betz has been one of the representative 
citizens of Mosquito township since his residence there, and has been 
known as one of the public-spirited and liberal members of the com- 
munity. In his polities he has always been a member of the old 
democratic party, casting his first vote for president for Franklin 
Pierce in 1852, and supporting every democratic candidate for 
president since. For a number of years he has filled the office of 
Justice of the Peace in Mosquito township. He is a member of the 
Odd Fellows, and also a Mason. 


JOHN PALMER. 


Tus gentleman has been living in Mosquito township since 1875; 
is a native of Ohio, and was born in Washington county of that 
state, Feb. 12th, 1824. Ilis father, Jabez F. Palmer, was a native 
of Vermont, and descended from a family who had settled in North 
Carolina at an early date. Tis grandfather, Joseph Palmer, was 
one of the first settlers of Ohio, and among the early pioneers who 
settled about Marietta, the oldest town in the state. Mr. Palmer’s 
wife’s name was Lydia G. Brown, daughter of Samue] Brown, who 
was also one of the first pioneers of Washington county, Ohio, and 
settled eight miles from Marietta, one of the first to locate at any 
distance from the towa. Mr. Palmer’s uncle, John Brown, was 
known throughout that part of the state as one of the early aboli- 
tionists, and most zealons advocate of freedom for the black race. 

The Brown family were from New Hampshire. Mr. Palmer 
was born sixteen miles west of Marietta,in the town of Water- 
town, now Palmer township. He attended the common schools and 
obtained the elements of a good English education. He was raised 
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ona farm. November 28th, 1547, he married Lydia E. Dutton, 
a native of [lockingport, Athens county, Ohio. My. Palmer was 
farming in Ohio till the spring of 1860, and then moved to Mason 
county, West Virginia, on the Ohio river, opposite Gallipolis, 
Ohio, where he was engaged in farming through the war, and was 
also part of the time oeeupied in taking eare of government horses. 

In 1866 he moved to the Ohio side of the river. The death of 
his wife occurred February, 1868, and then My. Palmer went to 
Missouri. For four or five years his home was in Sedalia, and he also 
for a year lived in Cooper county. In the summer of 1875 he was 
most of the time in Kansas, and afterward lived for a few months 
in Bates county, Missouri. In Mareh, 1875, he married Mrs. 
Martha L. Sprague, whose maiden name was Gage, who was born 
in New Hampshire, and eame to Washington county, Ohio, when 
a child of five years of age. She married Jonathan Sprague, and 
settled in Mosquito township. Mr. Palmer has one sou, James A. 
Palmer, now living in Athens county, Ohio, engaged in the mer- 
chandizing business at Coolville. In his politics Mr. Palmer was 
formerly a whig, but has been a republican since the organization 
of that party. He voted for Fremont in 1856, the first national 
candidate of the republican party. He has thoroughly sympathized 
with the aims of the republican party during the whole of its exist- 
anee. 


WILLIAM MORGAN 


Is a native-born citizen of Christian county. His birth dates Sep- 
tember 4th, 1838. His father, John Morgan, was a native of 
Kentueky, and was a son of Lambert Morgan, of Virginia. Lam- 
bert Morgan emigrated to Kentueky at an early day. Ife was in 
the war of 1812, and was at the battle of New Orleans. In about 
1820 he settled in Indiana, where he lived nntil 1832. He then 
came to IHinois. When the family arrived at Vandalia, John Mor- 
gan, who was fhen about eighteen years of age, concluded he wonld 
remain in that place. His father continued his journey, erossed 
the Illinois river at Beardstown, and settled somewhere in the mil- 
itary traet, where he lived a number of years. He afterwards 
moved into Davis connty, Missouri, where he died in 1874. John 
Morgan remained in Vandalia ashort time, and then went to St. 
Louis, where he was employed by “ Billie” Wiggins to work one 
of his ferry-boats. He afterward went to Beardstown, and then to 
Springfield, and finally eame into what is now Christian connty, 
where he was married in 1834 to Miss Nancy Watkins, a native 
of Tennessee. ler father was an early settler in the central part 
of IHinois. After Mr. Morgan’s marriage, he setiled down.to farm- 
ing. [Le now lives in Mosquito township. He has heen twice 
married. Ilis second wife was a Mrs. Allen, who, before marriage 
was a Miss Lucinda Loyd, of Kentucky. There have been six 
children born by this union, one now deceased. The subject of our 
sketch was the only child by his father’s first marriage. John 
Morgan is a man of the true pioneer type, and delights in telling 
anecdotes of the early times. 

William Morgan was raised on a farm in the early settlement of 
this county, and in consequence, his advantages for reeciving an 
edneation were limited ; but, by elose application, he aequired the 
rudiments in youth, and in after years qualified himself suf 
ficiently to transact almost any ordinary business. At the age of 
twenty-eight he was united in marriage to Miss Margaret Ann 
Nicholes, a native of Sangamon county, Iinois. They have a 
family of five children, viz.: Mary Emma, Lucey E., John A. 0, 


Wilham KE. and George. After Ma. Morgan’s marriage, he began 
farming where he now lives, on one hundred and forty aeres. He 
now owns two hundred and eighty acres. Tis father gave him a 
start of ninety aeres, and by hard work and economieal habits he 
has aequired the balance. In 1862 he was eleeted constable, a po- 
sition he has filled to the present time, with the exeeption of 
about two years. For three years he was commissioner of high- 
ways in his township. [n polities he is a staneh democrat, and 
takes an active interest in the sueeess of his party. He cast his 
first vote for James Buchanan, and has so continued to vote the 
straight ticket. Sueh is a brict sketch of one of the prominent 
young farmers of Mosquito township. 


J WILLIS WOOD 


Was born in Clinton county, Kentucky, October 25th, 1840. ILe 
is the son of John and Sarah Wood. John Wood was a native of 
East Tennessee, and his father, Samuel Wood, a native-born English- 
man, who emigrated to this eountry about 1750. He settled at Mt. 
Vernon, Virginia, and enlisted ina Virginia company, which served 
in the Freneh and Indian wars. He was under Captain George 
Washington, at Braddock’s defeat, in the western part of Pennsyl- 
vania, and also served two years in a eampaign against the French 
in Canada. Mr. Wood married at Mt. Vernon, and emigrated to 
Tennessee betore it became one of the states. John Wood, the father 
of our subject, was born in 1781, and was a soldier in the war of 
1812. Ife emigrated to Kentucky, where he married Sarah Cronch, 
a native of Tennessee, and of French descent. They raised a family 
of ten children, of whom the subject of our sketeh was the youngest. 
The occupation of John Wood, after settling in Kentucky, was that 
of a farmer; he improved a farm in Clinton county, where he died in 
1860, at the advaneed age of 81 years. His elder brother, William, 
aud unele to our subject, served in the Kentucky assembly 
twenty-one years, nineteen years consecutively, by profession an 
engineer—what then was termed a surveyor. Mr. Wood was 
raised upon his father’s farm, in Kentucky; he attended the eommon 
schools in Clinton county, and also attended Mount Cumberland 
Academy, whereby he reeeived a good edueation ; his original in- 
tention was to fit himself for the practice of law, and in 1859, be 
began reading law in the office of H.S. Taylor, of Albany, Ken- 
tucky; he remained in this office about one year, and then attended 
the law leetures, at the University in Louisville. He beeame fully 
qnalified, and was admitted to the bar in 1861. [lis first intention 
was to open an office and practice his profession in Albany, bnt npon 
account of the war he left his native state, and eame to JHinois in 
1862, first locating in Macoupin county, where he taught sehool for 
two years, In that and Madison county. Ife was united in marriage 
to Miss Maria Wood, Mareh 15th, 1866, near Troy, Madison county. 
Mr. Wood was advised by his physician to abandon the idea of 
practicing law, or the confinement necessary for study, and adopt a 
more aetive life on account of'an affection of the heart, from whieh 
he at this time snffered. IIe consequently came to Christian conn- 
ty, and entered into the ayoeation of a farming life onee more, 
which it is his purpose to continue the rest of his life. After set- 
tling in Mosquito township, in the spring of 1866, he experienced 
the great misfortune of losing his wife, in the month of February, 
187s. Iehas two children, viz.: Aronette and A. Leon. 

Mr. Wood is a man of considerable ability, and has most satis- 
factorily tilled the othee of Justice of the Peave in the township 
wherein he resides. In polities he is demoeratic. 
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1 Superintendent 
County Surveyor 
Lumber Dealer 
Physician and Surgean 
Attorney and Abstractor of Tiths 
Roubkeeper in Price & Wilkinson's 
Mills 
Attorpey-at-Law 
Abstractor of Titles 
Deputy County Treasurer 
Barher 
Wile of E. Riesemy 
Rarher 
Wife of W. Opperman 
Attorney-at-Law 
Physician and Surgeon 
Dry Goods Merchant 
Late wife of IN, Rielwrdson 
Farmer and Stock Raiser 
Jeweler 
Fditor tod Proprietor of Resnehtecaa 
Ranker 
Dry Goods Merchant 


at tte * Insurance and 
hetale 4 
Manufere! Agra oltural lanydement: 


a ity “ 


Dealer ia Tin & Glassware, & Munn 
turer al Tinware, Rowling, &e. 


Waite of WE. Smith 


Adair Co, Ky, 69 Shetler, Jerry ee Ce Carriage and Wagon Manufacturer Tnscarawas Co., O 57 
A MGRTAES 75 Schnize, Rev. Fred'ick fe Catholic Priest Germany nue! 
Greene Co,, Ind, 66 eee L. B. “f “Physician and Surgeon — FJinois 68 
“ « 6 Taylor, James M. a “ Attorney-at-Law Scotland 68 

stark Co., Ohio 47 Vandeveer, Wm, T. = = Banker Christian Co.1), 42 
Pennsylvania 70 Vandeveer, Engene oA. vs fe Banker Christian Cod), 53 
Watlanson Co, Toon 25. Whitmer, Charles ib “County Clerk Licking Co., O. 62 
Harrisburg, Pa 55 Willey, A. J- x “Capitalist and Farmer — Hamilton Co,, 0 58 
FuJten Co., Ind 7} Wingate, Charles I. as ‘(Miller in Price & Wilkinson's Mi. Sussex Co., Del. 72 
Ohio TO) Wertheimer, John S “Clothing Merchant Austria 78 
Halifax Co.,Va 67 9 Wagoner, George zs «Livery, Feed & Sale Stables flinois 56 
New London Conn 37 
Ohio 53 ee _ ies 
Christian Co., ne e TAYLORVILLE—TOWN 13 NORTIF, RANGE 2 WEST. 

oa tp \e — 2 

& Ky. 4 ] 

“ 70.35) Bond, Almer Taylorville See, 23 Stock Deal’r& Supervisor Belmont Co, O. :52 
Tee ; ee : 
Christian Co.T. 49) Cheney, HH. ce 28 Farmer and Stock Raiser Ohio wt 
Sangamon Co, 1) 47 | Cheney, ee us Wite of HH. Cheney Pennsylvania (7k 
Madison Co., 168 Cheney, HL. a 2s Farmer and Stock Raiser Ohio 71 
Caldwell Co.Ky 56 ¢ Elliatt, Thos, J. ca 20 Parmer and Stock Raiser lnois 53 

a “56 Rath J. Clayton ue 29 Wite of F. J. Elliott a (55 

Sew Londen Co, Conn 37 ¢ Funderburk, D. D. se I6 Farmer Christian Co.I) 55 
New York a7] Lay: Ruby sy It Widow tnhy k Co. Pa. 
Pre Co.,0 (ih ( Foe hie : Dee'd, July 6, 1875 Nes Nae by so ue 30 
BerkshireCo Mass 40. | Goodrich, Henry A. Taylorville Sec. 3 Parmer and Stock Raiser Christian Co.H1./54 
Montgomery Co.1155 | Arabella Bond . 3 Wife of H. A. Goodrich af ‘57 
Virginia 65° (¢ Gore, dohn a 7 Farmer and Stock Raiser Kentucky ISE 
New York 69 (| arriet BE. Welch Dec'd April 9, 1875 Wife of J. Gore Illinois 40 
St. Joseph, Ind. 60 ( Holmes, James A, Taylorville Sec, 29 Parmer and Stock Raiser Oliio 65 
Rappabaunwk Co Va 40° Mary A. Peckham a 29 Wife of J. A. Holmes 4 65 
Sangapion Co. 660 ( Hedden, A. 8. “ 9 Parmer and Stock Raiser Kentucky 56 
Kentucky , Samantha Holland Deed Jan. 5, 1867 Late wife ot A.S, Hedden Pennsylvania  |62 
Ohio tif ( Harriet W. Ladd Taylorville Sec. 9 present wite of A.S Hedden Connecticut 49 
Preble Co.,,O. 73 0 Mall, Win, W. us 24 Farmer and Stock Raiser Sanganion Co, 1148 
Ohio G7 ie Jernigan, Lonis H. 2 34 Farmer and Stock Raiser Tennessee 36 
East Tennessee 72 i: Sarah Currie Dee'd Feb. ig, iss4 First wite of L.H. Jernigan“ 36 
Boston, Mass. 71 | Mary J. Shake Dee'd Sept. 11, 1465 Seeont wife of L. H. Jernigan Hlinois 57 
(rermany a] | Amanda Council Taylorville Sec. 34 present wife of L.HJernigan’ Tennessee '30 
Ohio 34. ( Langley, W. F. Bs 17 Farmer and Stock Raiser Kentneky 30 
New York 70 J Sarah Hanon Dec'd Sept. 9, 1863 Former wife of W.F. Langley Hlinois 35 
Minos vo { Caraline Brence Taylorville See, 17 present wife of W.F.Langley Pennsylvania — 50 
Kentucky 40 J Langley, Jr, Re P. fe 18 Farmer and Stock Raiser Christian Co.HI. 32 


Sangamen Co, ! 
Kent Co, Del. 
Sangamon Co, I] 
Alabama 
Kentucky 
MacoupinCo. 3] 
«ee ae 


Germany 
Sangamon Co.}) 
Germany 

is 
Kentucky 
Obio 
Parkersh'rg, W.Va 
Philadelplia, Pa, 
Robertson €o.Ten 
Oneidato, N.Y. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Tilinois 
Christian Col. 
Shelby Co., HL. 
st. Jac, Ma. 
Christian Co). 
st. Louis, Mo, 
Morgan Co., V1. 
christian Co. Ma 
Riehland Co.,0) 
Christian Co.111, 

iT aé 


Trigy Co., 
New York 
Obie 

Christian Co,TL. 4 
Montgomery Co! 
Christian Co}, 


Sangamon Co. 
“ 


AS 


Brereton 
Michigan 


CITY OF TAYLORVILLE.—[Coxtixvep.] 


P. OFFICE, RESID. 


PALROIN:: 


50 (trena b, Clark 

77) = Morrison, James C, 
54.4 Miller, BV 

65 (Jane 8. Bishop 
32), § Minnis, F. M. 

70 ( dane George 

70) Murphy, J. W. 

70 { Nash, O. 8, 

57 ( Rachel S. Miner 
52 ( Ruby, Zazaris 

52 ( Mattie Shafter 

2 { Ryan, John UY. 

54 < Eliza Lee 

53. ( Cordelia C. Gifford 
53 (Sharp, Neary EK. 
78 | Ilattie Hazlett 

65 | Young, F. M. 

54 { Rebeeca J. Gatton 
68 J Young, Naney 

46 Young, Ezekiel $ 

60 


76 


De , CITY OF PANA AND Se Se ea 


Tt 
t aH 
inp 
55 


47 


4 Albright, ned, 
| Clarissa Morehead 
( Abrell, RW. 


50 V Manth E. Milligan 


4 Anderson, Fletcher 
bs Harriet MeCune 
44} Butts, Gabricl 

45 Leah Shafer 

t 1 Bartlett, Levis. 
50 \ Nancy E, Merricks 
54. § Bernard, B. I. 

og | Clara B. Fenner 
56 ¢ Baeon, Timothy hE. 
4 { Catharine Forney 


36 


Taylorville Tay tors te Manuf erot Sgriculturat Implements Sangiumon Co. !1 58 


“ 


accUPATION, NATIVITY. 


surrLzD) 


IS Wile of R. P. Langley Kentucky 44 
23 Farmer and Stock Raiser North Carolina 43 
16 Farmer and Stock Raiser Sangamon Co. I] 27 


a 16 Wife of E. A. Miller 
Sharpsburg 
He 6 Wife of F. M. Minnis 


6 Farmer and Stock Raiser Christian Co. 32 


Rochester, N.Y..45 


4) 


Taylorville 
Sharpsburg 


Hec'd June 6, 1877 Late wife of O. 8. Nash 
Taylorville See. 16 Farmer and Stock Raiser Ohio 


ub 


ss 22 Farmerand Stock Raiser — “ 54 
Decd Dee. 8, 1875 Late wite of J. if. Ryan New York 60 
Tay lorville Sec, 22 Present wife of JIE Ryan)“ 77 

5 Farmer and Stock Ratser Christian Co.H1./52 

e 5 Wite of H. E. Sharp HTinois 50 

“ 33 Farmer and Stock Raiser Christian CoH]. 49 

x 33 Wife of F. M. Young Illinois 75 

ie 32 Widow of E. 8. Young Kentucky 33 


Dec’d Lec. 10, 1887 Late husband of Mrs, Nancy Young 


Pana Pana Merchant Tailor Pennsylvania 71 
ie “  Wite of J.T. Allright Ohio 71 
* “Saloon and Billiard Rooms Indiana 64 
< “Wife of R. W. Abrell Shelby Co., Hl. |70 
a“ see. 25 Farmer and Stock Raiser Christian Co. Hl. 42 
ws 25 Wife of F. Anderson Tnscarawas Co, 0 63 
- 25 Druggist Ohio 61 
25 Wile of G. Batts Pennsylvania 65 
a 34 Nurseryman and Farmer New York 70 | 
He 34 Wile of L. 8. Bartlett Virginia 71 
a 17 Farmer Bea Stock Raiser Clinton Co, On) fs 
17 Wife of B. F. Bernard — Highland Co. 078 
“ 


18 Farmer and Stock Raiser Kentucky 67 
5 Grain & live Stock Dealer & Raiser ‘Franklin Co.Mass, 59 
65 
‘bt 
16 Wite of Z, Ruby i 


“ Iga 


11 N. RANGE I EAST. 


17 Farmer and Stock Raiser Oneida Co. N.Y. 54 
17 Wife of T. L. Bacon Tuscarawas Co., ,0(54 


CITY OF PANA AND PA 


NAME, 


Carr, Koa, 
Libbie Guilford 
Clink; ER: 
Catherine F. Swim 
Couch, R. 

Siney Cutler 

f Cowden, Wm. 

{\ Catherine Dickson 
Chalfant, N. B. 
Careline Bourquin 
Cooper, E. P. 
Martha Iforn 

{ Conder, H. G. 

{Dicey Derson 
Cole, Robert 

fe James 
Sophia West 
Dawdy, J. Il. 
Jane Frazier 
Delane, John 
Mary Sughrue 
Dunn, J. A. 
Eveline Sergeant 

§ Dickey, salem 

| Elizabeth L. Bass 
Essick, J.C. 
Maggie C. Newell 
Edmonds, J. R. 
Mary E. Long 
Glassgow, Mrs. Ann 
Glassgow, Wm. IT. 
Gndehus, W. 
Victoria Six 

f Gossmann, Otto 

\ Gossmann, Frank 
Hayward, W. E 
Clara M. Turnbolt 
Ilayward. J. A. 
Flora M. Rood 
Hegle, Burnhard 
Sarah Varley 


Harrison, Mrs. Matilda 


Harrison, Wm. A. 
Horn, Chas. L. 

{ Minnie R. Griffin 
Huber, J. 
Amanda Harbor 
Hubbard, T. W. 
Julia Spaulding 
Helmick, Thomas E, 

{ Hemi eG: 
Susan Miller 
Humphreys, E. A. 
Ann E, MeMillen 
Jehle, Louis 


Augusta Kistenmacher, 


Johns, Robert 
Jageman, Philip 
Margaret Waleher 
Jobnson, W. H. 

| Fobron, Selby 
Rebecca J. Routh 
Kitchell, J. W. 
Mary F’. Little 
Ladd, Aaron A. 
Emily Cowgell 
Ladd, Gustine I. 
Frances 8. Dexter 
Mooney, 8. P. 
Sarah A. Zahniser 
MeQuigg, J.C. 
Marian Patton 


Mears, Levi Franklin 


Juliette Hinson 
Mills, E. T. 
Marv E. Jeffris 
McElroy, John 
Auria J, Swim 
McKoy, Jennie 
{ Meker Henry 


Mary Augnsta Martin 


i McPherron, Andrew 
( Nancy Dawson 
Neely, J. E. 
Mary A. Millard 


Newcomb, Wm. H. R.. 


Alvira Corley 

Neel, A. G. 

Abby M. Heath 
Overholt, Martin 
Hannah MacFarland 
Patton, J. N. 


64; 


NA, ETC.—[Continvep.] 
P. OFFICE. RESID. OCCUPATION, SATIN ee 
Pana Pana — Eaitor and Proprietor of cuzetre Connecticut 65 
* 7 Wite of R. M. Carr o Hi 
eS us Livery, Sale and Feed stable Ohio 7s 
S Me Wite of T. P. Clark te & 
“ “ Real Extate Agent Shelby Co., pt 
se a Wife of KR. Conch 75 
MU i Janitor of East School House Ohio 67 
ce G Wife of W. Cowden Pennsylvania Gi 
ee Sec. 30 Parmer and Stock Raiser Tuscarawas Co,, 0 77 
G 30 Wife of N. B. Chalfant a ue Fire 
us Pana Floristand Uorticulturist West Vi irginia 64 
B aU Wite of E. P. Cooper a a 
iG Sec. 12 Farmer and stock Raiser Kentucky 64 
“ 12 Wife of .G. Condor — Indiana bd 
a 86 Farmer ce 57 
i 36 Farmer and father of R. Cole [reland ae 
36 Wife of J. Cole Indiana VW 
rs Pana Police Magistrate Hamilton Co. II. 36 
bs fe Wife of J. H. Dawdy Kentucky 
os Sec, 17 Farmer and Stock Raiser Treland 
a iv Wife of J. Delane 
i 7 Farmer Ore Carolina 
i 7 Wife of J..A. Dunn Indiana 5 
Ht Pana Physician and Surgeon Scott Co., Ind. 36 
i “« Wite of 8. Dickey Merver Co, Ky. 56 
Ms  Attorney-at-Law Pennsylvania 5s 
Go ne Wite of J. C. Essick Canada 65 
cf “Principal Public Schools Ohiu 59 
ss “Wife of J. R. Edmonds Pennsylvania 56 
ce “Retired Maryland 55 
Dee'd Jan. 3, 1S7U Late nusband of Mrs. A. Glasgow Virginia 
Pana See. 81 Farmer (rermany 63 
ay 31 Wife of W. Gudebus te 63 
Wy Pana Druggist Bavaria *U 
“ 4 oe “ 7 
rf . Capitalist Montgomery Co.11 66 
ot oo SS Mritelon Wak Hayward Maryland 66 
_ PE ea net egies Mente meny Ca tlGy 
“a ce Wife of J. A. Hayward Massachusetts 7] 
a «Butcher Germany ra 
us Ke Wife of B. Hegle England 7a 
oe e Proprietor Harrison House Virginia fe 
Dee’d Nov. 4 , isd Late husband of Mrs. M. H. Harrison Ohio 
S cs Cooperage Madison Co. IH. oe 
we 0 Wite of C. L. Horn a 79 
by « — Physician and Surgeon ee Co, O. 67 
“6 “ Wite of J. Huber Champaign a 0.68 
ty Sec, 28 Farmer New York 65 
He 28 Wife of ‘T. W. TTubbard Michigan 63 
- Pana Student Ohio 66 
Dec’d Jan. 4, 1870 Father of T.E. Nelmick “ 66 
Pana Pana Widow of J.C. Helmick “ 66 
ie « — Attorney-at-Law Missouri Bl 
S “ Wife of E,.A. Humphreys Ohio 66 
se ' “Hardware Merchant St. Louis, Mo. 65 
Go “ Wite of L. Jehle Germany 173 
es “ Lumber Dealer {Indiana 65 
es «Grocer Germany 55. | 
x | uy Wife of P. Jageman North Carolina 55 
us Sec. 4 Farmer and Teacher Clinton Co., O. 67 
au f Farmer and father of W H Johnson Ohio 67 
ee 4 Wife of S. Johnson g) Gai 
fe Pana Attorney-at-Law Crawford Co., 1. 66 
“ ue Wife of J. W. Kitehell Montgomery Co.11 66 
i Sec. 1] Farmer and Stock Raiser Verniont 61 
i 1] Wife of A. A. Ladd Ohio 54 
Ss Pana Real Estate Agent Vermont DD 
a «Wife of G.I. Ladd e 59 
_ «Merchant Indiana 62 
‘ “Wife of S$. P. Mooney Ohio 70 
uf -Attorney-at- Can 67 
se | “ Wife of J.C. MeQuigg Pennsylvania 43 
“ See. 85 Farmer and Stock Raiser shelby Co:, fl Ge 
at | 35 Wife of 8. F. Mears 72 
st 36 Farmer and Stock Raiser Indiana He 
a 36 Wife of E. T. Mills Coles Co., Ill. 74 
nf Pana Grocer and Farmer Harrison Co., O. 62 
“ “« Wite of J. McElroy . oon 
. «Teacher in Public Sehoo} HMlinois oT 
A “Proprietor Saw Mill Connecticut 57 
as ga Wife of Ilenry McKoy New York by 
uN Sec, 20 Parmer and Stock Kaiser Kentucky 70 
ot 20 Wife of A. McPherron s 70 
" Pana Builder and Undertaker Pennsy|vania 5s 
nf ee Wife of J. E. Neeley 5s 
e ae Grocer Montgomery Co.11 66 
we “Wife of W. H.R. Newcomb Shelby Co., IH. 71 
ue % Justice of Peace and Notary Public West Virginia 56 
us Wife of A. G. Neel Connecticut 56 
8: “Merchant Miller Obio 51 
“ “¢ Wite of M. Overholt i 51 
ae “Attorney & Justice of Peace Pennsylvania 54 


CITY OF PANA AND PANA, ETC.—[Coxtixcen.] 


NAME, 


( Paul, Lonis 
 Caraline Hebel 
J Phipps, J. M. 
{ Amanda C Abrell 
; Pryce, William 
\ Mary J}. Edwards 
f Patton, George W. 
(Amie Brown 
' Raymond, Theodore 
' Rose A. Woodruff 
Roseberry, 8. V. 
Sarah M. Owens 


Fy 
P, OFFICE. RESID. OCCUPATION, NATIVITY, : 


Pana Pana Baker and Confectioner Germany 54 
f a Wite of L. Paul 61 
st sec. 1] Farmer and Stock Raiser North Carolina 65 
oy 11 Wite of J. M. Phipps Indiana 63 
by 35 Farmer and Stock Raiser Shropshire, Ene. $5 
Deel Feb. 27, 1577 Late wife of W. Pryce Ohio 2 


Pana Pana Physician and Surgeon Pennsylvania 

ee “ — Wite of G. W. Patton ut 

e sf Builder and Contractor Connecticut 
Dece’'d Oct. 9, S76 Late wite of T. Raymond New York 5S 
Pana Pana City Marshal Madison Co. TU. 66 


a 


Dee’ May qo, is6s Late wife of SV. Roseherry 


( Elizabeth 4. Barber  Dec'd Mar. 26, 1974 Late wite of §. V. Roseberry “ te 
Read, Austin Pana Sec. 24 practical Machiui-tand Farmer Ohio 75 
- Read, John r 24 Farmer Somersetshire, Eng. 7D 
Lydia H. Pollock «f 24 Wife of J. Read Ohio 75 
( Rayhiil, Cyrus es 2 Farmer and Stock Raiser Indiana 64 
{ Hannah E. Wilson Dec'd Aug. 16, is7x Late wife of C, Rayhill af 64 
{Sebuyler, H.N. Pana ae Janker New York 68 
¢ Ilarriet A. Hayward Dee'd Nov. 10, 1577 Late wite of H.N. Schuyler [inois 69 
Southwick, J. E. Pana Panis Justice of Peave & Attorney Massachusetts 48 
f Swallow, Jacob es Filtor and Prop of Pana Pattadium Ohio 71 
(| Alwilda fOllair ne Woe Wife of J. Swallow e Fi 
(Smith, William M. c “Marble & Monument Cutter Virgiaia 56 
\ Mary Te MeCaltii i ab Wife of W.M. Smith = Kentucky 65 
(Steller, Valentine < Sve, 27 Farmer and Blacksmith Germany 68 
\ Rosa Tranier ie as Wife of V. Steller Treland 68 
J Sehtierbach, Lonis Le Pana Harness & saddle Dealer Germany 56 
( Minnie Bucksenshute — “ ‘ Wife of L. Schlierhach 2 60 
{ Shaffer, J. B. ee “Grocery Dealer Pennsylvania 59 
(M.V. Abrell ue «Wie of J. B. Shaffer Indiana 62 
{ Shater, John uf «© Blacksmith Prnssia 67 
( Elizabeth Veling ue ts Wite of J. Shafer a 54 
| Sehnitzer, Frank “ “ Bio onaeeaud Dealer in Seving Germany ‘72 
( Briscoe Myers i  Wite of F. Schnitzer fc 60 
f Seott, Thos. H. fe «Marble and Stone Cutter West Virginia 66 
( Cordelia Thomas ss «Wife of T. HH. Scott Ohio 66 
J Smith, Albert iG Tobacconist Prussia 67 
t Belle Monatt re a Wite of A, Smith Baden Baden 67 
{ Smith, Thomas P. “ Sec. 20 Farmer Louis Co., Ky. 70 
(Smith, Cynthia A. Dee'd April 5, 1872 Late wife of T. P. Smith Kentucky 70 
(Timmerman, Elisha Pana Pana Carpenter and Builder Ohio 69 
a Margaret Bess GG 3 Wite of E. Timmennan ie 69 
( Villers. Isaiah a “Pastor M. FE. Church S 78 
(Mary I. Tompson ce (Wife of Rev. 1. Villers Vermillion CoML. 78 
{ Wagener. s. C. ot “Merchant Yates Co., N.Y. 66 
{Emma Ohlman ff ef Wite of S.C. Wagener Madison Co., II. 66 
{ Walker, J.P. es Sec. 16 Farmer New York 46 
( Naney Bowman s 16 Wife of J. P. Walker = Ohio 49 
{ White, James D. te Pana Teacher and Farmer Pennsvlvania 66 
 Ninia 8, Dunwell is «  Wite of J.D. White Ohio 66 
{ Weber, Wee n Sec, 31 Parmer Germany 57 
UW eber, Amelia ef 31 Wife of W. A. Weber 2 57 
(Wight, M. G a | 16 Dairying and Farming Kentucky 67 
U Elvira ae @ 16 Wife of M.G. Wight he 67 
( Wallar, Charles D. “ Pana = Martie Cutter and Manufacturer = Vermont 74 
\ Ada Brogan iu «Wife of C. 1) Wallar Pennsylvania 59 
Woolley, SDS ef Sec, 18 Farmer and Stock Raiser Windsor Co., Vt 67 
\ Susan L. Brown Dec’d Nov. 2s, 1977 Late wife of J. 8. Woolley i ey 
§ Wright, T. T. Pana Sec. 4 Farmer and Stock Raiser Wayne Co., Ind. 68 
\N. J. Davinson G ! + Wife of T. T. Wright Ross Co., Ohio. 68 
Watterson, W. J. _ Pana Auctioneer Philadelphia, Pa. 79 
{ Yarnell, J. H. us « Attorney-at-Law Ohio a5 
( Electa Woolley i ve Wite of J. H. Yarneil Vermont 65 
RICIKS—TOWNSHIP 11. RANGE 3 WEST. 
{ Adams, Lansing Mornisonvile Sec. 30 Farmer and Supervisor New York 73 
\ ‘Adams, Hannah oe pt Wife of L. Adams Ohio a3 
{ Arkebauer, John G. 32 Farmer and Stoek Raiser Macoupin Co. 76 
\ Annie Craft ue 32 Wife of J. G1. Arkebauer Germany 79 
( Bell, N.S. c Morriso'le Proprietor of TremontHouse Jefferson Co. Va 2 
( Bell, Sallie A. op oe Wife of N. N. Bell Loudon Co.,Va. 
ie Brokamp, Joseph (1, 20" re ‘Groceries and Restaurant Jersey Co., Hl. iz 
Joseph Poggenpol tx Co i “Groceries and Restaurant Germany 69 
( Maggie Lappe aS “ — Wite of J. Poggenpol D 69 
{ Banschbach, Louis - {€  Proprivtor Banschbach Hotel ue 71 
\ Banschbach, Amelia W uf st ite of L. Banschbach — []linois el 
¢ Bertmann, Fred. NE aren Sod SC imme CRBS Vestal 71 
( Nettie Brokamp _ 30 Wife of Fred. Bertmann Jersey Co., Il, 71 


Beaty, Milton 
+ Beaty, Jennie 
{ Beaty, Wd, 
Breen, Vincent J. 
f Campbell, Jie Ve 
(Campbell, A. E. 
J Craig, Joba 8 
| Craig, Prudie .\. 
§ Clavin, Simon 
A Clayin, Mary 


ss 27 Farmer & Breeder Berkshire Hoss Lawrence Co., ld. 67 
sf 27 Wite of M. Beaty XY i 77 
ee 3; Farmer, & Breeder Berkshire Hogs Ee ie 67 
if Morrisu le ee as ots; Shoesand’Vissourl TL 
o f Physician and Surgeon Illinois jd 
be is Wife of Dr. J. W. Campbell Kentucky T4 
° sec. 26 Farmer and Stock Raiser Scotland 68 
a 26 Wife of John 8. Craig Sangamon Co. 1] 68 
cc 19 Farmer and Stock Raiser Ireland 57 
- 19 Wife of S. Clavin se 57 


RICKS—TOWN 


NAME. 


¢ Croon, Henry 

‘ Croon, Tina 

f Conroy, John ©. 
Conroy, Mary A. 

(Cheatham, E. L. 

(Cheatham, Mary F. 

( Deming, W. W. 

>) Deming, A. A. 
(tlover, John W. 

; Grondy, Walter 
Grundy, Nannie 
Girmndy, Charles 

( ILearin, WW. I. 

‘_Mlearin, Mrs. A. Ee. 

+ Hall, John T. 

| Maria J. McClain 
Hawk, Henry 

( Knotts, T. L. 

\ Knotts, Eliza 

( Klingler, George 

| Klingler, Susan 

1 Keown, Calvin (2. 

(sarah EF. Boyd 

¢ Langen, Elizabeth 

{ Langen, ee 

4 Morrison, W. 
Alorisons ae ik 

¢ Miller, A. W. 

| Miller, Mariah A. 

¢ Monegan, Thos. 

“{ Monegan, Clare’ 

Monegan, William 

McCauley, TENG 

MeCanley, Hannah 

Marry, D. F. 

Murry, Mary A. 

Morrison, Eugene M. 

Morrison, Olive A. 

MeClarg, L. C. 

McClurg, Mary -\. 

¢ Miller, Joseph HI. 
TLuey Beeman 

¢ McLean, Michael 

\( MeLean, Catherine 

¢ Munsterman, Adan 

\ Munsterman, Mena 

¢ Machicls, Alber( 

\ Janey Lelie 

¢ Nutt, D. D. 

{ Noti, Ann T. 

4 Offlighter, J. 

\ Olighter, T. 

( Rankin, EF. i 

\ Rankin, Mrs. EF 

( Randle, W. 8. 

\ Randle, Sarah 
Rieks, W. T. 
Ricks, Keturah 

f Rittger, Christian 

 Rittger, Sophia 

Steen Brothers 

(Speece, Isaiah 

| Speece, Elizabeth 

qn TS. 

(Shull. Martha E. 

(Sinith, C. 11. 

\ Smith, Elizabeth A. 

f Stark, James P. 

| Lenora E, Stone 

{ Schmidt, Fred, 

‘Uschmidt, Theresia 

{ Smalley, T. 

Usmalley, Rath 

{ Simpkin, Wm. M. 

| Lavina Crail 

(Schmidt, G, IT, 

( Caroline Zimmerman 
Teppe. Rev. A. 

1 Tyler, George 

‘( Tyler, Margaret 

+ Warren, W. 1D 

‘ Warren, W. J. 

( White, J. TB. 

White, L. J. 

§ Wall, Anson 

| Wall, S.J. 

ANY arren, A.W. 

i Warren, Sarah L. 
Walker, J. L. 
Walker, Emma FE. 

§ Zimmerman, George 


(Zimmerman, Johanna 


wSHIP 11. LANGE 3 WEST.—[Continven.] 
7 _ Se 
P. OFFICE. RESID. OCCUPATION. NATIVITY.  & 
Nokomis See. 36 Farmer anid Stuck Raiser Germany 70 
- 36 Wife of 11. Croun se 74 


Marrisonyille 


Deed Ang. 


Morrisons alle 
“ 


“ 
ad 
Nokomis 


Morrisons ite 
“ 


1h 


Deed Feb. 7 


Moriiscaivalle 
be 


Dee’ Aug. 


Mourrisuny ile 


Derl Mareh 


Morrisville 
iy 


& 


Nokomis 


oe 


34 Farmer and Stock Raiser Philadelphia, Pa. 7 

5, is7o Wife of J. @. Conray Macoupin Co. 117 
Murcivrte Degler in Groceries and Quemnsware Chmberkanil Co. Wa. a 
4 Wife of E. L. Cheatham Calaway Co. Mo 7 
see, 22 Farmerand Stovk Raiser w ashington ( 0.10, 7 
22 Wife of W. W. Deming - Be eek 


36 Farmerand Stock Raiser Belmont © 0,0. 78 

34 Farmerand Stock Raiser Lincolashire,Eng GS 

34 Wife of W. Grundy Jersey Co., WIL 71 

2) Farmer and Stock Raiser Lincolnshire, Eng 57 
Sorrewie Praprietor Uheney House White Co, II! 68 
ic Wite of W. H. Ilearin Jersey Co., HL. iS 

uo Hae Ke ae aml Weneral Repair Illingis 69 
Gls imlite wite ot) Te Hall Pike Co, Hl. 60 
sec. 3) Farmer and Stock Raiser Indiana af 
Nara eeate Bis TBE au 1, Hrwerews ant Dover, Del. ou 
“Wife ot T. L, Knotts Ireland 69 
sec. 4 Farmerand Stock Raiser Germany ot 
4d Wife of G. Klinger ts as 
Morriso Je Minister Cumberland Fresbyterma \fadison Co, Hl 72 


Charch 
Wife of Rev.C.G. Keown Christian Uo, I] 42 


Sec. 20 Farming & Stock Raising Germany Ha 

= : m 
31, 1876 Late husband of E. Langen : 63 
see. 4 Lawyer and Farmer st. Clair Co., II, iy 


2, IsT4 Late wife of W. F. Morrison Sangamon Co. [17 

Manufavtnrer Wagons and Patent 
Rate GHARIEsrRalan Gnd F macione oo daULAELNIE) 3 
i 


Wife of A.W. Miller Yorkshire, Eng. 


Murrisa‘le 


“ 


Sec. 12 Farmer and Stock Raiser Ireland 62 

12 Wife of Thus. Monegan Maitison Co. 11). 66 

13 Farmerand Stock Raiser |reland he 

Morriso'te Dealer in Groceries & Queenaware Kentucky He 
* Wife of J. W. Meauley Ilinois 

“ Attorney-at-Law Stark Co, O. 96 

* —-'Wite ot D. F. Murry Jowa 72 

Sec. % Farmerand stock Raiser St. Clair Co., HL. 77 

9 Wife of FE. M. Morrison Murehoas: Pansh, ba, 77 


26 Farmer and Stock Raiser Christian Co, 11] 45 


26 Wife of L. C. McClurg Kentucky oF 

20 Farmerand Stock Raiser Orange Co.N.Y, 71 

20 Wife of J. H. Miller Jersey Co, WL 71 

Morriso'le Dealer in Tohareo, and Restaurant Lreland 70 

= Wife of M. McLean New York Ta 

My Dealer in Tohaceo, and Rustunrant Germany ie 

“Wife of A. Munsterman se 7S 

| Saddle & Ilarness Maker [Holand i 

st Wife of A. Machiels “ a 

sec. 15 Farmer and Stock Raiser Morris Co., N.A. 69 

15 Wife of D. D. Natt Jersey Co, IL, 60 

Mocrivo'le Architect and Builder — Angusta Co..Va 70 
“Wife of J. D. Otflighter Jersey Co., HL 

ne Minister First Presbyterian Church] [indoostan ey 

We Wife of E. P. Rankin — Patriek Co., Va. 77 

Sec. 3 Farmerand Stock Raiser North Carolina 6! 

3 Wife of WLS. Randle Kentucky ou 

II Farmer and Stock Raiser Christian Co. IL 40 

Il Wife of W. T Ricks Ohio 60 

34 Farmer and Stock Raiser Germany 0 

34 Wife of C. Rittger — 6) 

Morrie ty Wruggists and Editors & Publishers 

A © Marrisuns cle Trioes x 

Sec. 6 Parmer and Stor ik Raiser [linuis 69 

6 Wife of Ieaiah Speece — Ohio ou 

iMate Heir in banner. Pants Lanny ee Jeterson Co., O, 70 

“Wife of E. 8 Shull Ilinvis 70 

Sec. 18 Karmerand Stock Raiser (yathaim Co. N.0, 28 

IS Wife of (HL. Sinith = Jersey Co, IL 56 

Morcisn le SSE a the Ey Collecting auil Henry Co., Ky. 70 

: Wife of A. P. Stark Macoupin Co, 170 

See, 21 Farmer and Stuck Raiser Prussia 65 

21 Wife of Fred. Schmidt te 88 

34 Farmerand Stock Raiser yainghamenin, Ena. OF 

34 Wife of T. Smalley Eneland 07, 


Merry Salesian & Bookkeeper 
Me Wife of WOM. Simpkin 


fe: Merchant Taylor, & Peder an Cloth 


Marion Co.8.C. 
Christian Co. 11] #9 


. Mg Germany ie 
‘ Wue of G. H. sechininit ae : 
es Pastur St Mavrwe Vathulte Church a 

sec. 4 Farmer and Stock Raiser switzerland 


4 Wife of G. Tvl 


i wrnapy 


ea el eee ate Mest arts hy Te? 
Wite of W. BR, Warren ST: weoupin ( ‘ap lite 
Rec. 16 Parmer and Stock Dealer (sreep € ‘o., , OT 
16 Wite of J. B. White North € arolina 71 
Bor earner mete: Bits, 
Sec. 15 Farmer and Stock Raiser Jygfaware Co. 0,60) 
14 Wife of A. W. Warren (tyeene Co., 1, 69 


Morriso'te General Merchandise CI 
ee : ae hristian Co. 1 59 
du Wife of J. B. Walker Mantgamery On Td 67 
sec. 25 Farmerand Stock Raiser Germany 79 
29 Wife of G. Zimmerman He eed 


BEAR Ch 


NAME, 

f Armitage. U. 

Waehiza a Tete 

‘ Brownell, John I. 

{ Susanna (raves 

{ Bowles, J. M. 

{ Delila [Hoel 

| Bremer, (reorge A. 

( Olive Bond 

| Boyd, Alfred 

i ZA. McCormick 

{ Tinyd, James M. 

| Martha A. Leigh 

f Clark, Win. M. 

UM. J. Leigh 

(Clark, Y, b. 

( Elizabeth 8 Green 

(Conner, J. Je 

i Mary E. Bentty 

{ Dodson, 7. €. 

( Ann Green 

( Tamnean, J.D. 

t Hattie Katz 

4 Dodson, T. C. 

(Mary A. Miichell 

4 Entrekin, J, A. 

( Entrekin, Levina 
Funderburk, Ienry 1. 
Ara Rape 
Sarah FE. Dickson 

( Gladish, W. M. 

( Annie A. Clark 

(George, IW. 

i Elizabeth Anderson 

(Hill, Jehn T 

i Emily Nuckolls 

| TIaines, Fletcher 

( Lydia A. Anderson 


Ilaines, Millard C. 


(CUE ee 9 ie 
(UM. F. Ilailey 
( Tlawk, John 
i Hawk, Naney 
eee sw. 
J. Myers 

{ i liza Slonaker 
{ Kanerauf, Daniel A. 
\ Louisa I. Krueger 
J Ikhine, William 
| Abigail Miller 
§ Leigh, E. T. 
(M.A. Tl 
{ Leigh, J. W. 
UM. A Curvey 
+ Logsdon, Wm. 
( Elizabeth Meeds 
§ Mundhenke, Henry 
‘Elizabeth Compton 
J Morgan, George 
Slarthia Rare 

( Murphy, Lucien 
LA. E. Murphy 
{ Meader, E. F. 
\ E. J. lIonter 
4 Meeds, Cyrus 
(Sarah Aller 
{ Payne, Frederic 
(M.A. Bell 
J Petrie, John W. 
| Petrie, Annie M. 
( Purcell, Patrick 
( Sarah Yonng 
{ Shake, John W. 
( Mary E. George 
{Sallenger, L. 
( Roth J. Lawley 
if Pe J. BM. 
UM. C. Iieks 
{ Vancil, Andrew J. 

{ Misdam Bond 
{ Vanarsdale, G. IL, 
UM. B. Cave 
{ Walker, William 
i Mary Reed 
{ Will, John 
( Rebecea Craig 
{ Watton, George 

{ Annie Shehan 


MAY,—TOWN 


f Allsman, J. W. 
i Frances J Cook 


EEK—TOWN t2. RANGE 3 WEST. 
a 
P. OFFICE, RESID. OUCUPATION. NATIVITY. E 
Palmer sec. 6 Farmer and Stock Raiser/][linois 62 
“ 6 Wife of U.G. Armitage Missouri 66 
Morrisonville 6 Farmer and Stock Raiser Hlinois i 
6 Wife of J. I. Brownell os 73 
Palmer 7 Farmer and Stock Raiser Virginia 71 
sf 7 Wife of J. M. Bowles — Ohio ‘71 
Morrisonville 18 Farmer and Stock Raiser District of Columbia 77 
fe Is Wife of G. A. Bremer Sangamon Co. 1177 


Palmer 23 Farmer and Stock Raiser North Carolina 39 
Deceased wife of A. Boyd Kentucky 39 

: Palmer Parmer and Stock Raiser “ 39 

ze “Wife of J. M. Boyd Christian Co. T1142 
Clarksdale Sec. 1 Farmer and Stock Raiser =“ ve 53 
i 1 Wife of Wn. M. Clark a “ 54 

a curksd ie Farmer and Stock Raiser Kentucky 45 

be “4 Wife of Y. B. Clark > 73 
Paliner Palmer Physician and Surgeon Wisconsin ie 
e fe Wife of J. J. Conner Illinois 54 
Murrisopvitle See, 8 Farmer and Stock Raiser “ 55 
Na 8 Wife of J.C. Dodson England 55 
Palmer I4 Farmer and stock Raiser ¢ ‘hristian Co. T1155 
14 Wife of J.D, Duncan — ILinois 72 

i. Palmer Groceries and Hardware ie 55 

us " Wife of T. C. Dodson se 75 
Murrisonvitle See, FL Farmer and Stock Raiser Pennsylvania 72 


a 31 Mother of J. A. Entrekin s Ps 
Clarksdale 1] Farmer and Stock Raiser Hlinois 
Theceased Wife of H. L. Funderburk 
Clarksdale See. 1] present witeof HL. Fundertork Christian Co. TH 48 


Clarksd'le Gag Cats) Good~ snd Grocery Kentucky (64 
My fe Wife of W. M. Gladish Chains Co, 1148 
Palmer Sec. 28 Farmer and Stock Raiser Kentucky 50 
a 2s Wife of R. W. George . 50 
Hs 20 Farmer and Stock Raiser 37 

ug? 20 Wife of J.T. Hill Mlinois 
Taylorville, 5 Farmer and Stock Raiser Kentncky 54 
a 5 Wife of F. Haines 33 
s 5 Farmer Christian Co.]]1..58 
Palmer 3Q Farmer and Stock Raiser and Hick: ICentucky 65 


way Coomissioner 


33 Wife of R. E. Hill Christian Co, Il] 48 

. 34 Farmer and Stock Raiser Virginia 55 

“ 34 Wife of John Hawk Ohio 59 
Clarksdale 4 Parmer and Stock Raiser: “ 68 
First wife of S. W. Hawkins 68 

Clarksdale See. 4 present wife of & W. Hawkins [Hnois 68 
Palmer Palmer Ilotel-keeper Prussia 64 
a “Wife of D, A. Kaueranf Me 64 


Murrisonville See. 1) Farmer and Stock Raiser, Maryland 57 


19 Wife of Wm. Kline Ohio 57 

Palmer | SL Banner aud. Stove Baier acd Es Virginia 39 

21 Wife of E. T, Leigh Kentneky 41 

i 22 Farmer and Stock Raiser Christian Co. 11] 52 

S 22 Wife of J. W. Leigh Ll linvis 64 

C ‘Tarks dale 10 Farmer and Carpenter Kentucky 30 

10 Wife of Wm. Logsdon i 30 

Palmer Q7 Farmer & Stock Raiser & Supervisor Prussia 56 

a 27 Wife of H. Muondehnke Ohio 56 

Morrisonville 5 Farmer and Stock Raiser Kentucky 65 

*s 5 Wife of G. Morgan I}liaois 65 

Palmer 17 Farmer and Stock Raiser Christian Co, I1])44 

s 17 Wife of L. Morphy ‘Illinois (50 

Clarksdale 12 Farmer and Stock Raiser New Hampshire 88 
a 12 Wife of E. F. Meader Illinois 

te ‘A Farmer and Stock Raiser Christian Co. TM 39 

st 1] Wife of C. Meeds Illinois 50 

Paimer Palmer Farmer and Stock Raiser Kentucky 50 

“Wife of F. Payne LS 50 

5 “ Physician and Surgeon North Carolina 60 

Es de Wife of J. W. Petrie Ireland 66 

Tayloryille Sec. 3 Parmer and Stock Raiser — “ 58 

is 3 Wife of P. Purcell Kentucky 54 

Palmer 2) Farmer, pele Raiser and Township []linois 3 

af 20 Wife of J. W. Shake Kentucky 51 

fe I7 Farmer and Stock Raiser ]reland 63 

f I7 Wile of L. Sallenger Illinois 63 

a 23 Farrand Breeder of Thoroughbred Kentucky 48 

ee 93 Wife uf JM. Simpson Christian Co. III 43 

Morrisonville 7 Farmer and Stock Raiser !1linois 68 

ue 7 Wife of A. J. Vancil . 66 

Palmer Palmer Postmaster and Druggist — “ 76 

oe 2 Wife of G. U1. Vanarsdale Kentucky 76 

Taylorville See, 5 Farmer and Stock Raiser Ohio 73 

. 5, Wife of W. Walker a 75 

Palmer 14 Farmer and Stock Raiser Pennsylvania — 63 

if 14 Wife of J. Will Ohio 63 


Clarksdale clark.dte Physician and Drnggist North Carolia 75 


t 


fe ‘s Wife of Dr. WwW atton Ireland _ - 57 
CSHIP 13. RANGE 1 WEST. 
‘Assumption Sec. 24 Farmer, and Rreeder of Fine Sisck Kentucky 
os 24 Wife of J. W. Allsman Arkansas 50 


MAY— 


NAME, 


{ Atkinson, Jolin 3. 
Sarah Sweeney 
Baker, V. A. 
Mary IT. Keiser 
Bugg, Edward 
Christina Bailey 
Brooks, Chas. 
Caroline Jewett 
Clawson, Samuel 
Clawson, Joseph 
Celia J. Densmore 
Mary J. Robb 
Electa Robb 
Ettinger, J. William 
Mary A. Willey 
Hackenberg, Joseph 
Rachel C. Darst 
Hazlett, Robert A. 
Elizabeth IT. Steel 
Harris, Tippo 
Mary J. Weller 
Mary J. Warker 
Hall, Charles 
Hall, George 
Eliza J. Funk 
Mall, Wm. B. 
Eloisa Moore 
Herdman, Jolin U1. 
Ella Finley 

Eliza Henry 
Long, Sr., HB. 
Maria McDowell 
Leach, W. M. 
Minerva J, Gresh 
Maggie D, Stont. 
McBride, D. L. 
Mary Bellamy 
Nelson, John E. 
Christina Anderson 
Peck, Richard 
Naomi Gould 
Ponting, Tom C. 
Spates, Alfred 
Mary E. Limer 
Sanders, N. D. 
Sarah A. Larkham 
Smith, John 
Sarah E. Lane 
Shetlar, John 
Eliza J. Clemens 
Tedlie, William 
Tedlie, Matilda 
Willey, D.C. 
Mary E. Black 
Weiser, F. F. 
Waddle, Benj. E. 
Mary E. Maxwell 
Willey, Nancy 
Willey, Stephen 
Waddle, Josiah A 
R. Anna Fulton 


{ 


STONINGTON—TOWNSHIP 


TOWNSHIP 13. 


RANGE 1 


| 


WEST.—[Contixvep.] 


“Pp. OFFICE. RESID. OCCUPATION, NATIVITY. 


| sern ew 


Tayi iory ille See. 15' Farmer and Stock Raiser W est Virginia $4 
1 aw ife of J, 8. Atkinson 64 

us 15 Farmerand Cattle Feeder Keatacky 55 

Hf 15 Wife of V. A. Baker SL 

e 28) Farmer and Stock Raiser Christian Co. Hl 4s 

e 25: Wife of £. Buge New York aS 
27/Farmer and Stock Raiser England 50 

ne 27 Wife of C. Brooks Ohio td 


Assumpti'n 24'Farmer and Stock Raiser Christian Co. LH 5s 


Dec'd Jan. 16, "66) Father of 8, Clawson Tennessee 51 
“a 19, °51 First wife of Jos. Clawson Kentucky 51 
we 15, '63 Seco'd wife of Jos Clawson Hlinois 5} 
Assumpti'n Sec. 25 Widow of Jos. Clawson Virginia we 
Taylorville S$ Farmer and Stock Raiser Pennsylvania — 6S 
iy S Wife of W.J. Ettinger Christian Co. HI 51 
Assanipti'n SIO arice Snices ror Wine Stocl Penniaelyania Ali 
. 36 Wife of J. Hackenbers Ohio 56 
Taylorville 16 Parmer and Stock Raiser Obio 7 
a 16 Wife of R.A. Hazlett “Kentucky ay 
2B 21 Farmer and stock Raiser Tennessee 40 
a 21, Present wife of T. Harris Pennsylvania 5s 
Dee'd Feb. 22, °53 First wife of T. Hlarris © England 40 


Christian Co. III 46 

18 Farmer and Stock Raiser West Virginia 67 
Is| Wife of Geo. Hall Christian Co. Tl 45 
ee 7\ Farmer and Cattle Feeder West Virginia 

Dee'd M'ch 16, 7O4 Wife of W. B. Tall Virginia 


Willey Sec. 


“ 


7 Grain Buyer 


Be 


Taylorville Nec. 23 ‘Farmer and Stuck Raiser Pennsyly ania 
23 Wife of J. UL. Merdman Ireland a 
i“ 23) Widow of Robt erdman Pennsylvania 49 
Assunipti’n 25, ‘Farmer & Fine Stock R’r te 64 
oh 25'Wite of H. B. Lons, Sr. 64 
“ 35 Farmer and Stock Raiser Virginia 5Y 
Dec'd Noy. 9 ’74 First wife of W. M.L. | Indiana 59 
Assumpti'njSec, 35 Present wife of W.M.L. Hlinois 71 


Stonington 1 Pastor Bap Ch Stonington Montgo’y Co Pa 72 


1 Wife of D. L. McBride Greene Co. HL. 69 

Taylorville 32 Parmer and Stock Raiser Sweden He 
3 32 Wite of J. E. Nelson e il 
Assumpti’n 36 Farmer, Stk R’r & Ass'r England 50 
a 36 Wife of R. Peck West Virginia 50 
Stonington 3 Grazer and Brdr Fine Stk Somersetshire 50 
Willey 6 Farmer and Cattle Feeder Tennessee 42 
“ 6 Wife of A. Spates England 61 
Stonington | 1 Farmer and Stock Raiser Connecticut a7 
s 1 Wife of N. D. Sanders 51 
Taylorville 15 Farmer and Stock Raiser England 78 
- ' 14 Wife of J. Smith Hlinois 7s 

= 1 21 Farmer and Stock Raiser Ohio v7 

eS 21 Wite of J. Shetlar Pennsylvania 07 

: 22 Farmer and Stock Raiser Ireland ao 

Y 22 Sister of Wm. Tedlie if 50 
Willey ‘Willey Farmer and Blacksmith Ohio 44 
a “Wife of D. C. Willev Illinois oY 

“ os General Merchant, P. M. and Station “ 70 


le Agent 
\Sec. 


| West Virginia 


8 Farmer and Stock Raiser 


s Wife of B. E. Waddle 


ut Willey Widow of Stephen Willey Tennessee 33 
Dec'd Ang.| 2, 70 Farmer and Cattle Iealer Ohio 44 
Tay lorville Sec. 23 Farmer and Stock Raiser West Virginia 57 


25 Wife of J. A. Waddle Pennsvlyania 75 


NORTH. 


14 RANGE Il WEST. 


Bowman, Asa 
Bowman, Mary 
Banghoian, 5. E. 
Eliza A. Serberling 
Bellamy Jolin 
Sarah J. Denton 
Brown, Randolph C. 
Rosine J. 
Covington, Robert W. 
Martha VY. Van Dorn 
Conover, James 
Letha, Thomas 
Chapman, Noyes B. 
Elfen A. (lulett 
Doyle, Daniel 
Mary Kerwin 
Dwyer, Patrick 
Mary Stapleton 
Evemeyer, Henry 
Lizzie Branner 
Emerson, Ann E. 
Emerson, Richard 
Porter, D. W. 
Peabody, Wa. 8 
Sarah kK. Button 


Sehafenaker 


N. Dee’d M'ch 


Sec. 20 Horticulturist Warren Co. O. 

i 29 Wife of A. Bowman Greene Ca. {H. 47 

\ 7 Farmer and Stock Raiser Summit Co. O. 
a | 7 Wife of 8. E. Baughman (65 

Blue Mound | 10 Farmer and Stock Raiser Greene Co. TH. ‘70 
* 10 Wife of J. Bellamy Christian Co. Il 


Stonington 
oc 


& 


bt 4 Farmer and Stock” Raiser Germany 66 
a 4 Wife of R. C. Brown “ 66 
Stonington 27, Farmer ae Stock Raiser Albemarle Co. Va. 57 
2 | 27 Wife of R. W. Covington Madison Co. [Ib 63 
os Stening'n) Prop'r Stonington ITotel Adams Co. Pa. 73 
ne ae Wife of Tas) Conover Pulaski Co, Ky. 73 
Sec. 25 Farmer and Stock Raiser New Lond. Cu Cou 37 
i 25 Wife of N, B. Chapman Ohio 70 
oe 30 Farmer & Stock Raiser Ireland 69 
a 50 Wite of D. Duyle 69 
ie 28 Farmer and Stock Raiser "s 68 
; 2s Wife of P. Dwyer 2 6S 
as le, ‘Farmer and Stock Raiser Cass Co. IN. 77 
| 2 17 Wife of H. Evemeyer  Wash’n Co. Ind 68 
if 33 Farming & Stock Raising Fayette Co. Ky. 54 


10, 71 ‘Late hushof A E Emerson ~ 4 
Stonington |stonine'n| Physician and Surgeon Belmont Co. O. 7 

| wo See. a eau and Stock Raiser New Lond. Co Con 3 
| ne Ss ife of W.S. Peabody 


Windham Co. “ 39, 
i i 


STONINGTON—TOWNSIUIP t4 N. 


NAME, 


4 Peabody, C. A. 

i Mary E. Shaw 

( Peabody, Wm, E. 

( Ellen Strain 

f{ Peabody, James A. 

Sarah EB. fluit 

{ Peabody, Samuel N. 
Jane XN. Burnham 

{ Maria A. Parkhurst 

Slaughter. J. W. 

{ Slanghter, Susan 

t Schuyler, James J. 

| Mary E. Smith 

(Sehrantz, Eph. 

i Nancy Mohler 

(schrantz, Lee 

tEmnia Wood 

{ Sehrantz, Svlvester 

( Levina £2. Waltz 

{ Schrantz, Wilson 

( Mary Huxley 

fSmith, James L. 

( Mary M. Witmeyer 

‘Stone, Richard 

(Frances Livergood 

f Stillman, Frank 

(Mary F. Bennett 

{ Stapleton, Matt. 

( Mary Leonard 

(Sanders, J. L. 

( Achsah F. Palmer 
Schaub, Jacob 

f Temple. R. B. 

( Mattie A. Peabody 

{ Witmeyer, Levi 

Susan Schlatt 

( Wetzel, Moses RB. 

( Emily 3¥. Eaton 

§ Wilcox, James E. 

¢ Mary G, Sims 

f§ Yonng, B. F. 

ts. FP. Schrantz 


2» § Young, Leander R. 


( Lonisa J. Speight 


TOWNSILIP 14 NORTH, 


{ Council, A.M. 

( Martha Williams 

{4 Campbell, James M. 
t Nancy Jones 

§ De Camp, Daniel 

{ Pemecy, Langley 


5 § Greenwood, Basil 


( Eliza Ann Townsend 
( lFarrold, Wm. 

\ Mary J. Murray 

( Ifalford, Wm. W. 

} Susan TTutchings 

| Orinda Iankson 

| Mary L. Lee 

{ Hari. Isaac 

( Elizabeth May 


faeee Lit, EB. 


\ Lacie T. Warris 


f Warrington, George P. 


(Emma J. Wilkinson 

{ Ludwick, [Hiram s. 

UsSarah ©, Spindle 

4 MeCague. Walker IT. 

(Alice L. Patterson 

4 Melngin. Johaonah 

( Melugin, Thomas 
Milligan, G. W. 
Eliza M. Firey 

isha {lenry Firev, 
Matthews, Alexander 
Malinda Miller 
Mary Penter 

{ Mathews, George W. 

Milla M. Burris 

( May, Jacob 
Margaret Spivey 

( ‘Amanda J. Mathews 
Peek, Wm. M. 
Elizabeth Stevens 
Payne, C. E. 

ony F, Williams 


RANGE 1 W.—[Conxrinven.] 


P. OFFICE. RESID. OCCUPATION: NATIVITY. z 


Stonington Sec. 25 Farmer and Stock Raiser Christian Co. O. 48 
25 Wife of C. A. Peabody — Pickaway Co. 065 


ue 25 Farmer and Stock Raiser Christian Co, I] 46 
a 25 Wife of W. E. Peabody aS 49 
e 15 Farmer and Stock Raiser = 44 
tf 15 Wife of J..A. Peabody | N. Lond'n,Conn 67 
s 35 Fm'r, Stk R'r i Fr't G'r ee 39 
Dee'd Jnly 1856 First wife 8. N. Pe: tbody East Partford * 35 
Stonington See, 35 Present wife S a Pe abody Endfield, Cono. 36 


Ston’n General Merchant Sullivan Co Ten 70 

* Wite of J. W. Slaughter Pe mt) 

Sec. 20 Farmer and Stock Raiser Ge nesee Co N Y 03 

Dec'd Jan, 19, ‘7 Former wife J J Schuyler Dearb'rn Co Ind 63 
Stonin; yton Sec. Is Farmer and Stock Raiser Li uncaster Co Pa 67 


18 Wife of I. Schrantz 67 

1% Farmer and Stock Raiser Stark (0. Ohio 67 
aS 1s Wife of Lee Schrantz Piatt Co. HM. 56 
as S Parmer and Stock Raiser Sturk Co. Ohio 67 
ee S Wife of 8. Schrantz Summit Co, O. 73 
af 18 Farmer and Stock Raiser Stark Co. Ohio 67 
MY 1s Wife of W. Schrantz Snmmit Co, O. 65 
18 Farmer and Stock Raiser Wash'n Co. Ind 68 
: 18 Wife of J. L. Smith Stark Co. Ohio 68 
2 14 Farmer and Mason Somersetsh'e En 72 

14 Wife of R. Stone Sangamon Co Il. 61 
bs % Farmer and Stock Raiser New York 8U 

Dee. Nov. 16, '75 Late wife of F. Stillman Portsmo'th CoO) 


Blue Mound Sec. 11 Farmer and Stock Raiser lreland 66 
11 Wife of M. Stapleton Sangamon Co Ill 69 
36 Farmer and Stock Raiser Connecticut 37 


Stonington 
a 36 Wife of J. L. Sanders m 54 
“ 27 Farmer and Stock Raiser Germany 63 
“ Ston'n stock Dealer & Merchant Knox Co. Tenn 69 
“ “Wife of R. B. Temple — Christian Co, 11153 
“« sec. FS Furmer and Stock Raiser Lancaster Co Pa 68 
“ 1s Wife of L. Witmeyer Stark Co, Ohio 6S 
“ 24 Parmer and Teacher Lombard Co Pa 64 
“ 24 Wile of M.R. Wetzel Sullivan Co Ind 48 


11 Farmer and Stack Raiser Sangamon Co I] 68 


Blue M qd 
Ces 11 Wife of J, E. Wilcox Morgan Co. III 68 


Stonington S F'mr, Stk Ror & Teacher Stark Co. Ohio 67 
“ + Wife of B. PF. Yonng tf 67 
Willey Sta, 31 Farmer aod Stock Raiser Trigg Co. Ky. 33 


31 Wife of L. R. Young Dixon Co. Tenn 42 


RANGE 3 WEST. 


Edinburg Sec. 24 Farmer and Stock Raiser Christian Co. I] 43 
x 29 Wife of A.M. Council Sangamon Co. IT 65 
i Edb' rg Farmer & stock Shipper ce 30 
. Wife of J. M. Campbell East Tenn. 57 
iP ~ F mer, Bri'r Blooded Horse. & P.M Giles Co, Va. 42 
: “Wife of D, De Camp Christian Co Ky 28 
mu ue Phy: no, Electric n & Pro. Cual Shaft Kentucky 64 
a “Wife of Dr. Greenwood Cape MayCoNJ 65 
Me Bit & Shoe Mf. & Not Pub England’ 71 
% * Wife of W. arrold Laselle Co. HI. 71 
“a “a 


Fm‘r, St'k Raiser & F'der Wayne Co Tenn 34 
Dec'd May 16, "46 First wife W. W. Halford Rockb'ge Co Va 41 
Edinburg Edb’ rg Divorced wife * Fay ette Co, TIT. 50 

Present wife . 64 


. Sec. 1 Farmer and Stock Raiser Preble Co. Ohio 5 55 
Dee'd M'ch 28, "69 Late wife of Isaac Mart 
Edinburg Edb'rg City Marshall Warren Co. Il. 63 
o io Wife of T. B. (ill Virginia 
G3 a Banker Schuyler Colll 71 
oy a Wife of G, P. Harrington Christian Co. IH 50 
is See. 27 Farmer Rockb'ge Co Va 47 


27 Wife of IL. 8, Ludwick Augusta Co. Va 
a3 12 Farmer and Stock Raiser Springfield, IL. 7 
12 Wife of W. 11. MeCague Scott Co. [M. 
5 “9 Farmer and Stock Raiser Washington DC 
Dec'd M'ch ‘77 Late husband J. Melugin Dixon Co, Tenn 


ti, 


Edinburg Edb'rg Drnggist & Deputy P.M. Christian Co 11 33 
Y “Wife of G. W. Milligan “ a 
“S a Druggist a 59 
sn Sec, 35 Farmer & Justice of Peace Tennessee Is 
Dec'd Apr. 16, “16 First wife of A. Matthews Kentucky ne 


Sec. 35 Present wife Madison Co. 11150 
36 Farmer and Stack Raiser Callaway Co Mo 50 
Bs 36 Wife of Geo. W. Mathews Shelby Co. Ili, 56 
a 35 Farmer and Stock Raiser Preble Co. Ohio 56 
Dec'd Dee, 12, ’72 First wife of J. May Butler Co. Ohio 56 
Edioburg Sec. 35 Present wife of J. May Callaway Co Mo 50 


Edinburg 


is Edb'rg Di'r Dry Goods & Groc's Boone Co. Ky. 48 
ey “ "Wife of Wm. M. Peek 4s 
o Sec. 32 Farmer and Stock Raiser Suffolk Co. N.J. 65 
a 32, Wife of C. E, Payne Sangamon Co {151 


| 


TOWNSHIP 14 NORTH. 


NAME. 


P. OF FICE. 


RANGE 3 WEST.—[Coytixvep.] 


AETTL RD 


RNOSEMOND—TOWNSHIP 11 N. 


NAME. 


P. OFFICE. 


RANGE 1 W.—[Coxtixvep.] 

a 

RESID. OLCUPATION. ATIVITY 6 
S 

3 


Richardson, Win. 
Caroline Whither 
i Ric hardson, Isaac 
{ Richardson, Louisa 
J stokes, Iverson 
‘U Louisa Ashley 
( Williams, €reo. 
| Mary Humphrys 
f Wilkinson, Geo. (. 


Sharpsburg See. 


“ 


Deed Jan. 


A 
ie 
3 
5 
Sharpsburg a [ome 35) 
3 
5 
es 


Edinburg 


“ 


RESID. OCCUPATION, NATIVITY. 
33 Farmer and Stock Raiser Christian Co. 11] 44 
93 Wife of W. Richardson Licking Co. OQ. 61 
7 ather of - Kentucky Fy 
i Christian Co Ky 41 


mr, Stk Ry & Carpe'r Todd Co. Ky. 20) 


Vife of 1. Stokes Sangamon Co 1148 
2 Farmer & Stock Raiser 1° mnklin Co. O01 
Ww ife of G. Williams Fleming Co, Ky 61 
Edb'yg Liv'ywan & DI'r Ag. Imp ¢ visti: in Co. Hl 41 


\ 
BF: 
Mother of 
\ 


meCe a 


( Leach, Martin B. 
( Maggie Briley 
(akin, TL. N: 
i Rebecea Hunter 
{ Law, Thomas 
{| Catharine Thurber 
§ Little, Robert 
¢ Charlotte Pike 
{ MeElroy, Joreph Ae 


Pana 
ce 


Owaneco 


6 


Rosemonid 


“ 


25 Farmer 


25 Wife of M. B. Leach 


North Caralina 68 
Christian Co, 11) 67 


AF 
5 Farmer and Teacher Tusearwwas Co., aio 14 
5 Wife of T. N. Lakin a eS 
i Farmer and Stock Raiser tyroue cu, tretsnd 85 


7 Wife of T. Law Patrick Co., Vir 65 
36 Farmer and Stock Raiser gitsboro ce. x. He 64 
36 Wife of R. Little Grafton Co., N. H 64 
18 Farmer and Supervisor Harrison Co. 062 


( Lizzie Vandeveer Wife of Gi. W Ringer an { McElroy, Emma Ws 18 Wife of J. W. McElroy Preble Ca., O. 62 
( McAfee, Robert J. “ 28 Farmer and ee Raiser Morgan ( A 1.59 
tae E. see r i un * ife of R. 1. MeAfee Noble Co., 0. 56 
uITy, « waneco 6 Far and Stoek Rais ankli : A 
LOCUST—TOWNSITIP [2 NORTIL,. RANGE 1 WEST. (Ann Cath. Wolfkill - 6 Wife of and ek Raber es 36 
{ Pepper, Joshua Rosemond 5 Farmer Virginia et 
oie ee e Wife of J. Pepper Maryland at 
| Bickerdike, Wm. Millersv'le See. 25 Farmer and stock Raiser Enyland TO | ale S Biel s a Parmer nd tok ae Slats che a pe 
( Mary Duasenbury Na 25 Wife of W. Bickerdike Ohio 70 | Roberts, anes “ maceonnd Ri ti a Cy italis Taree Ee 
( Ballard, T. {. a Mill'vie Grain and Ilay Dealer ; ieee ReAeHeNterison “ cae Wile « fi ey ae pees Oe ey pe 
Elizabeth Depew a “Wife of T. R. Ballard a 73 | Stipe, Chi audtes Pana See. 25 rie ee ag ae is ete g ca 
( Bates, ZV. Owaneco See. 80 Farmer and Stock Raiser Iinois 67 \U Naney Jane Casey Cay eee Wile of hep ‘tock Raiser fs Ayer BOs aed 
t Joanna S. Murray " SU Wife of Z. F. Bates Ohio 46 ( Titchenell, Elvi ina seen oscimontl a R te I ae 5 pare Oe ip 
+ Cussing, dos. C. a Owancey Ply n, sarg’n, Dresget & Suytvior 78 | Titchenell Ween : beet May 23 ea ye Tr; h mine t rr ae s 67 
UEWa Lord Md “Wife of Dr, Cassins Hlinois 7 § Wilson Abraham Rosen i e ae ‘5 Far ae ae FE Be acai te 
recreate cl . seo, 21 Farmer and Stock Raiser Virginia BEY nt aul a : ‘ nee : xe fer eee acksmith {arrison Co.,0. 56 
Angeline Fufliuan fs 2] Wife of J. T. Fox Ohio wm : sie eal tle Nie tees athe 
fIlunter, J.C. if oaaneeo Dry G'ds, Crocs & P.M. i = _-— 
“‘UAgnes M. Robinson a oS Waltesof-lece sinter - 74 . 
uf Hunter, John W. fe sec, 33 Farmer and Stock Raiser“ 52) 
( Martha J. Vermilion “ 33 Wife of J. W. [unter — Tllinois 55 GREENWOOD—-TOWNSHIP tl NORTH. RANGE 2 WEST. 
{ Johnson, Benjamin [. te 15 Farmer and Stock Raixer Ohio 59 
| Margaret E. Moore % 15 Wife of B. E. Johnson Indiana 66 
J Lawton, ane : 4 Farmer and stock Raiser Ohio 438 
¢ Maria Arran y 4 Wife of \. E. Lawton Canada 68 4 Atkison, James Pane s 2 s 
{ Lawton, A. Ls ‘Taylorville 4 Farmer and Stock Raiser Obio 53 1 Atkison, Sarah A. ne A 7 ee oe ae ae oo a 
| Fannie E. Painter : 4 Wife of A. E. Lawton [Hlinois 71 ¢ Busby, Mi adison Nokomis 27 Farmer and Assessor Nicholas Co K 57 
{ Lawton, Samuel C. S 4 Farmer and Stock Raiser Canada 5a - Busby. Amanda J. he 27 Present wife of M Busby [inois sane) 6 50) 
‘(UTrena A. Pullen 4 Wife of 8. C. Lawton Pennsylvania. 41 (Jemima Selhy Dec'd May 1848 Former wife * Petit ky i 
Large, Richard Millersy'le 31 Farmer and Stock Raiser Ireland 56 ¢ Marv A. Craig Ce “1851 Second wife Ee Indi a 5st 
J Margaret McGinnis — Dec’d Feb, 9, 1876 Late wife of R. Large — Pennsylvania 56 ; Catharine Rowland Sy 1860 Third wife = K eel Bo 
( M: irtha A. Shankland Mille TY ‘le see. 31 Present wife of R, Large Ohio 7s Jusby, fas. 1. Nokomis See, 34 Farmer and stock Raenwhn fe Til a 
4 Large, George (r, 32 )’mr, Stock & Bee Raiser“ Sonal Compton, Elisha wo “39 Farmer aati J P. os @ a ae " On 
\ Mary A. O, Cleary 2 32 Wife of G. G. Large Ireland 66 | Compton Mrs. A. a 32 Wife of E. Com nton Tor aCo Mil, a 
¢{ Montgomery, Alex. Owaneco — ovaneeo Saddle & Harness Maker Scotland 78 { Compton, A. K 4 32 Farmer and it Rai Coal é C 3 
( Marion Carswell ee “ Wife of A, Montgomery =“ Tl Compton, Theres 8 a2 Wife of A. KR. eee one a ue 
{ MeShea, Royal a “  Phys’n, Sare’n & Grocer Canada 68 | Dickson, Ik. P. Taylorville 10 Farner and Stock eal Cl visti Co. TI) 9 
\ Mary A. Me ‘Leod fs i Wife of Dr. MeShet ot 68 | Ipickeon Armiss ee 10 Wife of E. P. Di ree Wil ae ee: se 
f Okey, Mervin G. Millersv’le sinerse. Finer and Stock Raiser Ohio | Dickson, Sarah cs 10 Mother of ce Sa te G [ 
| Elizabeth J. MeVicker e “Wife of M. G. Okey a 67 | Dickson, Henry (. Dec’d Feb. 6, ’72 Late eb sarah Dick Mt Clair ( ae 
{ Shepherd, E.R. Assumpti'n See, 1 Farmer and Stock Raiser 61 | Estabrook, James W. NTmieanile Ree. 18 Raney ee i R a x ee ce UW Be 
« Sarah P, Ring ” 1 w ife of E.R. Shepherd Virginia 64 1 Estabrook. Susan E, "Te Ait of 7. W. Eatebroom 1 ad mf 
{ Stevens, - ‘araer and Stock Raiser Illinois 65 f Nokomis 36 Far’ id Stock Rais i 5 
( Philomen Prince ee, 2 Wife of \. J. stevens Christian Co. [1] Es ‘| ne ee aie per 36 Wik of cake oe Pec, on 4 71 
{ Suttle, Jonas Taylorville 7 Farmer and Stock Raiser Virginian 52  Goodan Brothers Taylorville 10 F'mers, SUk Rirs & DT Tee a 4 
- Jane Lemmon Nec'd Oct. 1871 First wife of J. Suttle England 53 / Uamell, Thomas Nokomis 20 Far eh dws “—kR ‘ee H va ; 4 
( Maria E. Jones Taylorville See. Ei Present a a Virginia ail i Uamell, Sarah Ez ae: 1) Wife of .. ae N er Vineinke _ a, 
f newer \ Owaneco a ; 3 Fm'r, Blacks'th & Miller ¢ thio 65 Johnson, Win, Rosemond 11 Farmer nd ice Taieee en eee ag 
i Mary J. Griffith ‘ Wife of J. Ward i ft Johnson. Mary M. ese: 11 Wife of W. Johnson Carroll Co, Ohio 63 
— ; oe pal : Nokomis a lies Germany 73 
wOenioN nt E - Johnson, Saar i 24 eect Deane . 33 
SEMOND—TOWNSHIP 11 NORTH. RANGE 1 WEST. { Klinefelter, Cornel’s B. Taylorville 3 Farmer and Stock Raiser Pennsylvania (51 
i Agnes P, Miller ees 3 Wife of C. B. Klinefelter Coshocton Co 0.52 
(ad A athew Nokomis + ene and Bleck He TaylorCo W Va 70 
Gtoey iol St. ee een eae 5 ae : er, Annie ie 23 Mother of Matt. Lnzader 3 70 
(Brown, M. A. Wife of John M. Brown ee e i Tae ae Ww ee MERON pe ee ce f 
u Butterfield, Johu 3. ce 6 Farmer and Stock Raiser Carroll ('o., O. 73) ( Miller, fe ; ! ae: Mec, 15) tormer and Supervisor Ti ea 
{ Maria Tope ‘i canes! re hy Oe a en Hea ee 15| Wife of J. W. Miller Marion Co. O. (50 
( penne iy he 1 Farmer and Stock Raiser Christian Co. F159 Mary eee : ne ‘ws fe Be oe poe 3 
/ Bolles, E. i armer Stock Jtaiser Masss setts. «5S f 
Phiahelswitt 4 14 Fa ee Tenens: sachusctts a { Feeneets yore Rosemond 1 Farmer & Stock Raiser Harrison Co. 0. 64 
{ Chase, William A. os 13 Fruit Grower Boston, Mass 57) Hondo a 2 Nokomis d ie ries ; E, 
: ae SO ee es 13 Wife of W, A. Chase Saltimore, Md. 57 1 Randle Mutha Ann sea aa Wile af ae a Coton ne 38 
‘arper, 2. PF. 24 Fa Sh erate st aa Aig! Pe : é : 
i Gateak B. Childs. i a cee B. F. Carper sale ‘ a - s a { ae z ee ; 34 Farmer and Stock Raiser Madison Co, INL. 78 
{ Dering, Charles F. iG Rusetwoud Pastor Cougregations! Church ae York. ay 69 He ae W oe R I Fae aeons ie as OIE , ag 
| Mary 1. Bailey « «Wife of C.F. bering Jersey Co, 1], 67 { ae on a eee hg (Furr & Breeder of Hogs Harrison Co. 0,57 
( Ebert, Frederic C. Owaneco Sec. 6 Farmer and Stock Raiser tosearewas€s,0, 68 | Minne Mart! as fie ee of 3 ae wee Pa Y e 
B Ebert, Philip ie 6 Farmer and Stock Raiser Germany 68 “hater ie mc Taylorvill ae 3 ae Ganon ae 
Paulina Fischer = 6 Wife of P. Ebert Pennsylvania — 68 { Shafer, Ann N Ee ibhts a 3 Farmer ; Germany 55 
J Ewing, RS. ‘Rosemond 11 Farmer and Stock Raiser Jefferson Co., 0.68 emer 5 . ie >, fe Wy Ue Hi, J. Shafer Kentucky 80 
Caroline Simp-on S 11 Wife of R. Ss. Ewing Harrison Co,, 0. 68 | si ee atcae : Bee Gb eé id's Vine re ee 
§ Fischer, Perdinand at Ragu ind Eelecti EM Pan acai Sureoun Germany i) a Shactons ae 7 . Keer Me dl imoienn ee ea ee 
| Maggie F. Buss . Cae eer ayia cel ie ayaa s Aa | ees dicot ; Nokomis | 30, Farmer and Stock Raiser W urtemb! g, Ger 72 
f Finch, Dells Us Sec. 55 Farmer and Stock Raiser England 72 { Watking eiatnatials BO Oe eee a 
| Martha A, Wall “ 35 Wife of J. 1). Finch Me Nok ey. ae E.L. Pana 14 F’mr and B'dr Fine Stock Carroll Co.O. 54 
ath haut - een ie ier i q : re ins, Catherine CS 14 Wife of E. L. Watkins | Taylor Co. Va. 66 
Guth, (Garaline “ “Wife of Le Guth ae Bs a arren, Wm. M. Rosemond 13 F’mrand B'dr Fine Stock Piatt Co. 1. 72 
Low, David tr Sec. 25 Farmer and Stock ray North C ‘arolina 60 Sf Zi bleed a ‘ a Ay ife of Win. Serie ae 
Rosinae (bike ev; 25 Wife of D. Low 60 oie Ilenry Nokomis 20 F’'mr & Bidr Short [Horns Germany 69 
\ Zimmerman, Antje oe 20 ife of H. Zimmermann’ ee 69 


| . 


MOSQUITO—TOWN 15 AND 16 NORTII, 


NAME, 


Armstrong, Wm. Sr. 
Antustrong, James T. 
Puen E. Rowlings 

{ Ann R. Housley 

Armstrong, J. A. 

I 

Beard Lewis 
Penny Murry 

t Mary C. Lepec 
Beiléchinith, Henry 
Benson, George 

(Mary A. Acayd 
Dorinda Dodson 

{ Betz, Samuel 

{ Bauer, Charles R. 
Crawford, Leonard 
Mary W. Kidder 

; Drennan, John L. 
fenrictta Wimberley 

UE mily J) Short 
Drake, Thomas 
Davidsou, Hezekiah 
Nancw J). Prottitt 
| Duka Tks, de ee 

Levina Shawn 

{ Marv Ii. anders 

{ Fletcher, Jolin G. 

{ Grreer, A. 3. 

Malissa A. Davidson 

\s Sarah Laws 

Graham, Elijah 
{ Kitna Badin 

Grahain, J. W. 
oe Douglas C 

Mary I. Cannon 

Elizabeth: Marsh 

Johnson, Rufus 
Mary F. Murry 
McCoy, James 3. 
MeKaig, John 
Eliza Bain 

( Mattie J. Petros 

§ Marshall, Robert, Sr 

Milligan, D. J- 
Rachel .A. Hunter 

( Maria J. Grahain 

{ Morgan, William 
MeDanie!, Daniet 
Louisa Northentt 

\ Hannah Bliler 

if Norred, Fr. 
Osbern Robert B. 
Phebe Stineman 
Lydia E. Dutton 
Martha L: Gage 
Isabella G. Biven 


) S.atira Wieklin 
Armstrong, Wi. Jr. 
aivina DD. Botkin 

4 Bottrell, Sampson 
Clara I! berly 

{ Bramel, Elias 
Catharine Weidman 

‘Alice K. Wall 
Clements, 1. 7. 

J Drake, L. ¥. 
Loznia Daniels 
Duckwall, 8.T. 5 
Drennan, E. W. 
ae Newell 
ay Harrison 
Griswold, Damon 
Maggie A. Iamilton 

( Hardy, George B. 
Lamer, Joseqh 
Eliza J. McKinney 
Montgomery, J.C. 

i Mary A. Wilcock 

J MeQuality, George 
Margaret A Nichols 

{ McQuality, James 

\ Rulyan, Enlow 
Palmer, John 
Stewart, Francis 


Stafford, Moses 
Lonisa Tracey 
Isabella J. Thomas 
Wood, J willis 
Maria Wood 
Yarnell, Isiac A. 
Bonham, Rebecca B. 
Mary Norvell 


ad 


P. OFFICE. 


Grove City See 


ot 


uu 


Mr. Auburo 


ity 


uy 


Stonington 


ue 


Mr. Aubu'n 


a 
Niantic 
oe 


BI. Mound 


vy 


‘“ 
Ty 
of 
Mt. Anbu’n 
Bi. Mound 
ee 
Mt.Aubarn 
ac 
cc 
BI. Mound 
te 
Decd Nov. 
Mr, Aaboin 


Dee’d Jnne 


Bl. Monnud see 


te 


At. 


Auburn 


+b 
a“ 
fe 


Mound 


Bl. 


Peed Feb, 


Bl. Muond see. 20 Parmer 


Mt. Auburn 
a 
“ie 


Bl. Mound 


“i 
ae 


Deed Jan. 
Bl. Mound 


“ 


6 


Illiopolis 


Deed Augi 
Me.\ubarn 
Bl, Mound 
Deed Feb. 5 
Bl. Mound 


ry 


Decatur 
Dee’'d Oct. 
Decatur 
Niantic 
Bi. Mound 
Dee'd Aug. 
Bl. Mound 


RESID. OCCUPATION. 


39 Tetired Farmer 

30 Wite of W. Armstrong 
30 Farmer and Stock Ruuieer Sang, ann CoH 5 
3U Wile of J.T. Armstrong F lemine Co. Ky Gy 
30 Farmer and Steck Raiser Singanion Co. il 63 
349 Wite of Wo Arnistrong 
31 Farmer and Stock Raiser Sang 


jt 
amon Co. J1 59 


31 Wife of J. A. Armetrong Chaupaisa Co Obie 59 
18 Parmer and Sock aiscr Wake Co. X. C. 60) 
1s Wite of L. Beard Orange Co N.C 60 
6 Farmer and s.ock Raiser Cornwall, Eng 7 
6 Wite of S. Battretl Chrisdan Co. 11 56 
32 Farmerand Stock Raiser Germany Te 
82 Wile of I. Beilschinith * 13 


1Y Farmer Talbot Co. Mado 4a 


19 Wife of G. Benson Yorkshire, Eng 43 
35 Parmer and Stuck Raiser Mason Co. Ky 52 


39 Wite of Eo Bramel Harrixon Co. Ky 52 
25 rarmer. and Stock Raiser and J.P Huotingdun Co. Pa 7 
25 Wite of 8. Betz Summit Co. O47 
25 Farmer and Stock Raiser surampton Ce. Pa 59 
SaWiteol Goole Barer Medina Co. 0 75 


15 Farmer and Stock Reiser We-tester CoS Ys | 
15 Wife of L. Craw turd Hancock Co.Me 5 
20 Parner New York City 
2? Farmer and Stock Raiser Caldwell Co.k5 
22 Wile of JL. Drennan Trigey Co. ky 45 
29 Farmer and Stock Raiser Greene Co Hl 


Qu Wite L. FL Drake Greene Co. HL 


28 Parmer and Stock Raiser Gireene Co. Hl 73 
25 Wite of T. Drake Scott Co. II] 7 
V7 Parmer and stock Raiser Barren Co. Ky 35 
Li Wile of TT Davicsen Sullivan Co Ten 59 


Ys Farmer and Stack Raiser Monroe Co. Mo 35 
1s Fath. of S§ ToS. Diackwall Jetteron Co Woe 44 
is Moth.af8. 1.8 Dackwall Pairtield Co. O 

27 Parmerand Stock Uaiser Caldwoll Co. hy 
2. Wife of I. Drennan Caldwell Co. Sy 
1! Retired Parmer Fayette Co Ky- 


20, "TU Late wife J (i. Fletcher Barren Co Ky 32 
S Farmer and Stock Raiser Barren Co. Ky 54 
SWite of AOS. Greer Greese Co. LH 54 

18, (62 Farmer Hardin Co Ky 354 


Delaware 


]j Widew of H Grafam, and Present 54 
Wie of Elyah Graluat, NO aes 

13 Parser Hardin Co Ky 79 
27 Farmer and Stock Raiser tareene Co. HE 73, 
27 Wile of D. Griswold tireene Co. IIT 735 
13 Farmer and Stock Raiser Chrisdan Co. 1155 
13 Wife of J. .W. Graham Christin Co. 1. 53 
17 Parmer and Stock Raiser Chrisdan Co. Ut 55 
7 Wite af D.C. Hadson | Cliistian Co. IT 3s 

9 Farmer and Stork Raiser Philadelphia G6 


jntler Co Ohio Gy 
(rreene Co. Hl 
Bivaria, Ger 
Contre Co. Pa 


O Wife of G. LB. Hardy 
34 Parner and Stock Raiser 
25 Farmer and Stock Naiser 
2s Wile of J. Lamer 


83 Parmer and Stock Raiser tuntivgdon Cora yy) 
33 Wife of J.S8 McCoy Donegal Co. Tre Go 
20 Purmer and Stock Raiser lreland 6] 
7,778 Late wite of J. MceKaig England 62 


rund Stock Risiser 
20 Witeot J.-C. Montgomery 
20 Farmer and Stock Hitiser 
20 Wife of Ro Marshall 

5 varmer and Stk Raiver and Ir 

5 Wite of P) J. Milligan 
q2 Farmer & Fruit Grower 
12 Wife of Creo. MeQnality 
13 Farmer and Stock Raiser 
8 Wile of W. Morgan 


Sangamon Co. 1150 
Sangamon Co, IL 3s 
Treland 5S 
England 43 
Christian Co. 133 
Christian Co. It 42 
Ross Co. Ohie 50 
Hardin Co. Ky 50 
Christian Co, TID 3s 
sunganion Co. 11 64 


15,75 Farmer Muntsomers Co Ky 52 
See. 3G Wid of Daniel MeD micl Bourbon Co. Ky 59 
1) Farmer and Stock Raiser weer tem roo Co. 52 
1) Wile of J. MceChiality Medina Co O- eq 
19 Farmer and Stock Raiser Knox (o, Ohio 94 
19 Wite of F. Norved Washington Co Pa 50 


79) Parmer and Stack Raiser Maury Co. Tenn 5; 
stan 10 Wid.of Bubert B. Osbern Butler Co. Ohio ee 


36 Farmer and Breeder Berkshire Hogs Washington Co, Ohio 75 
68 First wife of J. Palmer Athens Co.Ohio 
a 36 Present wife of J. Palmer saliwan Co. N. H. 65 
go Farmer and Stock Raiser Ireland 60 
yo Wile of F. Stewart Seotland 61 


Farwer, Stock Rais rand Breeder Sangamon Cond 53 


Decatur 

i ayy First wife of M  Staflord Addison Co. Vtgs 
Decatur Pres. wife of M. Stafford St. Clare Co. HM] 5 58 
sec. 27 Farmer and J. P. Clintan Co. Ky g6 


27 Wile of J. Wood Madison Co. Tl gg 
92? Retired Farmer Knox Co. Tenn (7 


16, ’52 First wile of I. A. Yarnell Tenn 


Sie o9 Pres. wife of 1, A. Yarnell Sumner Co, Ten 57 


Crosthwait, WY. 
\edten M. Benson 
fae Dial 

Edimonia BE. Tesser 
{ Haldah J. Sobaugh 
( Firey, Teane TL. 

( Eliza Satdey 

1 Goodrieh, 

| Goodrich, M. 
J Tlarvey, J. G. 

\ Mary Alice Lilley 

( Hazlett, John A. 

( Mary Jane Drennan 

( Kimball, Richard 
{ Frances J. Henderson 
{ Lawrence, John il, 
(Sarah A. Morris 
( Lahue, Duncan 
U Nancy EB Stevens 
( Moatgomery, Jane A. 
t Montgomery, Levi 
( Montgomery, Jas. E, 
| Ananda Co Whitesell 
( Matthew, Jolin 1. 

( Amanda EE, Lawley 
Milhgan, WP. 
Jane Kizer 
MeKinzie, Jeli 
Leah Gulliford 
North, llarvey N. 
Sarah It. Prather 
Reynolds, OC 
Nannie CU Bradley 
Sharp, W. ¢ 

Lizzie Sherman 
Sargeant. Ezekiel 

( Mlizabeth Talterman 
Peoith, LN 

\ Martha Jo S abangh 

(Sadler, Samucl J. 
Mary Coover 
( Wickens, James 
(olay Ne Ware 
(Ud Ree 

Ann EO Athen 
| Martha A. Athen 
( Virden, Isaac () 

i Rachel A. Nester 
{ Vermillion, Win, 
( Vermillion, Katie 


Mary J. 
i 


1] 


PRAIRIETON—-TOWN 


( Adams, Joseph 

\Naney M Widick 
Adams Isoai 

{ Coonrod, In. G, 

Nancy Doyle 
Gorden, KR. Tt. 

+ Isabella Warten 
Nancy Frost 

| Johnson, Ww ade F. 


] Beni. J. 
Elizaheth C. Foot 
Johnson, Roht ti, 


rs 


ay Wade FL 
Edward F, 
| # Marvaret C, 
Martha 0. 
l William L. 
( Johnson, Leo 
‘Usarah I. Moore 
(Johnson, Walter P. 
| Mary F. Palmer 
(hee les Theodore F. 
Hs Francis D. 
| Zee, Deland 
{ Northentt, A.D. 
(Mary J. Danner 
Northeutt, James \. 


“ 


Wite of P. Cooper 
Cirove City 
& 

Mt. Anburn 
Deed, July 
Mt. Anburn 
Mdinburs 
Deed, Feb * 
Miu. Auburn 
Dee’'d, Oct. 
tirove City 


rt 


rs 


Wife of WY. Crosthwait 


Mi. Aube Dealer in Drags and Groveries, and S; 
Tarmer and stock Raiser 


4.1804 First Wife of D. Davis 
Mr ae Present Wife of D. Davis 
eee 20 Parmer, stk Riwser aud Foe ler 


Virginia, 


5, PSCC Late Hustand of 4.1 Goo tric 
Grow Cs Physician aad Surgeon 
“Wife of J.G. Harvey 
G Parmer, Stack Raver & Supers isor 
Wife of J. A. DIstzlett 
Me. Aub'n Creneral Merchant 


See. 2 
“ 


Edinbarg 


“ 


Me Auburn 


_ “Wife of R. Kimball Madison Co. 1H. 

se “Physician and Surgeon Clark Co , O 

5 “ Wife of J. 11, Lawrence - 
Bolivia Sec. 24 Farqer and Stock Raiser Harrison Co. In. 


Wite of D. Lihue 

Sec, 25 Farmer and Stock Raiser 
7, TRG0 Late Husband of J. 4 Mootgumers 
See. 25 Parmer and Stock [aise 

“  WiteotJ. iE. Montgomers 
Mt. sub'n Physician aod Surgeon 

“  Wite of J. B. Matthew 
Farmerand Hotel-keeper 
Wite of W. F. Milligan 
See. 20 Parmer and Stock Raiser 


Urove City 
Peed, Peb. 7 
Grove City 


oe 


Mt. Aubarn 


ir 


Ohio 


ad it te 


u“ ue 


Grove City Rass Co., 


Hendricks € 
Wash't'n Ca. Md 36 
2, IS80 Late Wife af I. Ho Firey Sangamon Co. 1) 40 
we ano Farmerand S ock Raiser Svogatuon Co, [1 30 

3erksh’e Co. Ma 40 
Saimimer Co. Ten 07 
Plyai'th Co. Mas 67 
Mason (o.. 
Sangamon Co. It 48 
Wasl'voCo., Vt 


shelby Co., 
On 


sec. 85 Farmer and Stock Raiser Trigg Co. Ky. 


Va 


Ned ford Co., Pa. ; 
Wash’ C u Co.Md 


Wa-l’gtn Co.M 36 


RANGE L WEST. MT. AUBURN—TOWNSIIP 15 NORTH, RANGES 2 & 3 WEST. 
= is “ei 
NATIVITY. NAMES P.OFLICE RESID. OCCUPATION, NATLVITY, : 
Orange Co.N.C 65 1 Bloxiuin, Henry Met. Mabini wt, auto Pheateian, Sdpvung Mivyactae Philad’a, Pay gel 
Moncwery Co Ry. G9 ( Bllen T. Parrish re “ Wite of IL. Bloxam Monroe Co, Hl. 43 
j Baker, Win. Turley Bolivia See. 20 Parmer and Stock Raiser Nicholas Co, Ky 39 
\ Sarah Ee eee Green bs “  Wite of W.'T. Baker Ashhind Co., O, 43 
(Cooper, Matrick Edinburg See, 23 rarmer & Stwk Raiser & Feeder Sangamon Co. 1143 

Sark Co. Ohio Lae en bealelai irey i eS 

\ 


32 


Franklin Co. In 40 
angamon Co. II B2 


By 


olo2 


mol 


43 
54 
51 
54 
jy 
56 
50 
aos 
td 


Christian Co. I] 50 
Sungamon Co, 1] 69 


«30 


Oe 


47 
43 


cc “Wife of J. MeNenzie Llighland Co.,0 43 

Edinburg Sec. 22 Farmer, stork ae ver, Feeder & Sir Sangamon Co, T] 46 
fs «  Wite of IL. North Warh't'n Co. Md 

Mt. Auburn we Aubn Physician a Surgeon Sangamon Co, 1178 

cs “Wife of O. C. Reynolds Monty’y Co. Ky, 78 

“ “ Farmerand Stock Raiser Christian Co. TIL 45 

% Wife of W.C. sharp Ohio. 695 

“ “  Cab't Maker & Underik'r shelby Ca, O | 47 

be & Wife of FE, Sargeant Chamyegn Co. O 47 

“ «Farmer at Bricklayer | Ross Co, O. 49 

« Wife of L. N. Saith Indiana 51 

Grove City See, 35 Parmer and Stock Raiser Ross Cu., O. 4 

G “Wife of 8. J. Sadler ae as 33 

us Sec, 36 Parmer and Stock Raiser Wash’t'n Co., O. 66 

o “Wife of J. Wickens (ramsey Co, O./66 

a See. 30 Farmer and Stock Raiser Union Co., Ind 61 

Deed, M'ch 17, 72 Pirst Wite of I. C. Webb Park Co., O. G1 

Grove City Sec. 80 Pres't Wife of 11.C. Webb Wells Co., Ind. ¢4 

Mt. Auburn Sec. 1] Farmer and Stock Raiser Ross Co, 0. 2 

a Wife of 1. Q. Virden Bath Co., Ky. 44 

Grove City Grvecy Physician and Surgeon Virginia v4 

i “  Wite of Dr. Vermillion Kentucky v4 

NSHIPS 18 & 14 N. RANGE 1 EAST. 


Moweaqua Sec. 1] Farmer and Stock Raiser Montg'y Co. Ky 37 


11 Wife of J. Adams 
2) Parmer and Stock Riser Kentucky 
Is ae 
18 Wite of E. G Coonrod 


i 
Assumptin ee 
“ 
Moweaqua 
Deceased First wife of RLR Gorden Kentucky 

Pres wite of RR Gorden ew 

Assiimpiin 21 Farmer and Stock Raiser Ohio 

Decide Jan. 9. Tso6 

Assupipen Sec, 21 Wile of Beoj. J. Johnson 
ne 21 Farmer and} 


ee 2) te Me iz’ of " 

bas | a = = 6 (aiernsen 0; 
Dec'd June 21, S75 Belmont Co, 

er 2) Guernsey Co, 

o 2 Farner and Stock Raiser 

a £7 Farmer G o 

a 


27 Wile of L. Johnson Indiana 


iu 17 Farmer aad Stock Raiser Guernsey Co. 
of V7 Wife of W. P. Johnsen Connecticut 
Radford 13 Merchant Canada 


Far., father of TF Malhiot 
Wite of FLD. Malhiot 
24 Minister of Cliristian Ch. Kentucky 
24 Wite of A. D. Northeutt 

33 Farmer 


Assumptin, 
it 


Mowcaqna 


a 


Bi. Mound 


rey a 


Christian Co. 


Macon Co. HI. 


London, Eng: 
‘ounty Cork, I. 
Btock Raiser Belmont Co, O 6 


“ 


0. 
0. 
0,5 


at 


Ill- 


Bes 
44 


Greene Co. Til. 61 


te 


OL 


22 Farmer and Stock Raiser Montg’'y Co. Ky 56 


PRAIRIETON 


NAME. 
{ Plain John 
Mary Ann Workman 


{ Nancy M. Sharp 

| Ride, James 
{Sirah Tucker : 
1 Kowley, Vhotnas 8. 
{Ano Kendall 


f Valentine, Kdward Ss. 


(Malinda Witt 

\ Workman, Michael 
Julia A. Tilyea 

(annah J Workman 

| Watson, Win, €r 
Lanisa (. MeDaniel 

‘| James ‘Po Watson 

| Martha A. McDaniel 


KING—TOWN 
1 Albin, Ge ON. 
t Mary TE Miller 


{ Larnett, MF. : 
Tarmett, ydiraim 
dailin A] Stout 

( Dradford, James 

 Kezia Burdett 

{ Cashen, Veter 

(ENen Kelley 

{ Curry, dohn A. 

sarah J. Butler 

{ Dow, Peter 

Ydane D. Long 

( Deal, George 

sarah A) Meredith 

J Ceanble, aN ria Ns 

(Usarah BR. Goodrich 

) Ciaskins, Hhatten 

LDelin AL Davis 

( Giarretson, Win. 1K, 

‘U Clara IE. Sinith 

( Jackson, I) J1- 

Y flackson, Martha LT. 

(Kent, John FH. 

U Kent, Miry <A, 

a) King, Bi 

\ Mary Te. Lantz 

( King, J. M- 

\ Susan Nockols 

if Kline, Jibs 

{ Lizzie J. Lee 

{ Lemon, Wi. G. 

U Mary Linn 


Lemmon, Thonias EF. 
J Medaris, Harvey 
TLNS: tney CL Ladd 


s) Mitchell, Joseph 

Ll A. Covington 

{ Parish, Martin 
Parish, Mary uA. 

( Parish, J.B 

a Spratt, Win. 

ULadia BE. Knotts 

4] Shifted, Tvebert IE. 

UL. C. Curvey 

("Tavlor, Thomas B. 

Us lie Kline 

4 Wells, Wan. 

i Mary E. Knatts 

AN ade, Benj. P, 

Annie Dickens 


4 Adams, J. IE. 

i Adams, TTarriet 
Cheney, M. FP. 
Cheney, Elizabeth 
Hanon, Janse 
Missouri A, Minnis 
Petts, We A, 

Potts, Sarah 1. 
Reynolds, J. M. 
Reynolds, Nancy J. 


AssUMPTION— 


Austin, J. W, 
Mary Miles 
Arpin, Ciodtrey 
Miss ML. Eifliott 
Biree, James M. 
Mary W. Little 
Bridee, J. A. 
Viena FP. Mimnzy 
fenepe, Seth MM. 
Mary 4d. Keeler 


-TOWNSIIIPS 13 & 11 ON. 


iG se ll isc 


IN OFFCH. RESID. HCO ATION, STOTT. 


| sattine 


ASSUMPTION 


13 Parmer and Stock Raiser Mublenb eos 95 
First wife of db. Plain Kentucky 

3 Present wite of J. Plain) Missouri te 
a Farmer and Stock Raiser Devonshire hago 
( 


Rudford 
Deceased 
Radford 
Assumyptin 


et Wile of J, Ridge Be at 

a 14 Farmer and Stock [aiser Serteunnt mstire Bag ¢ 

ie 14 Wite of TLS. Nowlev ee Bs) 
“ Js Farmer and stock Raiser Greene Co. my aa 
us Is Wile of ES. Valeotine a 
Menvenqua 4 Farmer and Stack Rater ach fa) 
Deveused Fir-t wile of M.Workimin n° 


Maiweaqua 4 Pres. wife of M- Workman OvertanCoTenn 50 
Assunipti nt 26 Furnier Kentucky aT 
- 26 Wite of W.G. Watson Todiana Bi) 
as 27 Farmer Kentucky 57 
4 27 Wite of J.T. Watson Indians aa 
NsHEIP 12 NORTIL RANGE + WEST. 
Morrvnyle See, 13 F'n, SUK Ey, Pw’ p eek & Ohio 6S 
= 13 Wife GN Aldin (Sch. Dr“ tis 
* Jo Farmer and Stock Haiser [Hnots ws 
Dee'd Apr 10, a9 Father of M. i. Barnett.“ 
Morri'nwle Sec. UW ite of late Rph. Barnett“ as 
ik 14 Fm'r, 80k Wr Sch. Dr England 70 
2 74 Wite of James Bradford | o 70, 
a 72 Parmer and Stock Haiser [reland 4 
4 JZ Wife of Peter Cashen = G5 
y 25 Pacer and Stock Raiser Ohio aT 
a 25 Wife of JA Curry tndisina 7 
ft 24 Farnmerand Stock Laiser scotland 5 
" 4 Wile of Peter Dow Ohio td 
* 1 Farwer snd Stock aise: Pennsylvania Gs 
: 1 Wile of (Gr, DL) Uhinois GU 
White Oak 3 Parmer and Stovck Raiser (thio an 
ve 8 Wile of AJA. Gainble = New York vi 
Morriny le 14 Parner & Stock Raiser Lilineis Go 
of 15 Wife of TY. Gia-kins Vermont GO 
ey 15 Farmer and stock Raiser [hnois Tt 
s bb Wile of W. KK. Garretson Pennsylvania 77 
Wb 24 Par sUk Rr A Saperw) Jodiana ffall 
e 2t Wife of DW Jeckson is 71 
te 22 Farmer sand Stock Naiser Ohio (is 
ne 2? Wite of J. HH Kent Px bs 
ty 26 Farmer and Stock Haiser T nn. ad 
is 26 Wite of EL King Virginia 59 
“ 26 Farmer and Stuck Raiser Tenn. 54 
ny 26 Wite of J. M. King Hlinois ‘ol 
te 26 Farmer and Stock Raiser Ohio bys 
= eh Wife of J. L. Kline Christin Co. FL is 
ie 3 oF armer and Stock [ser lrelnud a 
ng 5 Wife of Win. G, Lemnion * ou 
* 35 Farner and Stock Raiser be ot 
a 7 Farmer and Carpenter Kentucky 61 
ys 1 Wite of TL. Medaris * i] 
i . 22 Farmer and Stack Raiser inois he 
" BS ee Waite of J. Mitchell Tenn. re 
White Oak 3 Farmer and Stock Raiser Olio 59 
a 3 Mother of M. Parish New Jersey 145 
Deed Nov, 1872 Late hush, Mary Parish te ag 
Morriny le See, 24 Pave, sek Wr & Ex. Pwp Enetind Gh 
® 24 Wife of W Spratt [.Ass'r lMinois i 
ie 12 Parr, Sok Wr & Comal Vireinia 61 
te J2 Wite RP Shitler [temsays )ilinois 4 
a 24 Farmer and Scock Raiser‘ ai 
24 Wite of T. BL Paylor Olio aH) 
iG 26 Farmer and Stovk Raiser North Carolina bs 
a 26 Wile of W. Wells tlingis lis 
x 3 Farmer and Stock Raiser Enghiud 61 
Dee'd Feb, 27, 77 Late wite of Bo 1 Wade, oy 
TOWNsiWIP LP NORTH. RANGE 4 Wrst. 
Marvel See. 22 Furie & Brdr Pine Stock HarsnCo W Va 75 
a 22 Wite of J. TL Adums Addison Co. Vo75 
Morriny'le 11 Fivr & Agt. Dorsey Est Us 70 
tS T1 Wife of MOP. Cheney Oswego Co NY 70 
ee 14 Farmer and Stock Raiser Christian Co BO 
a 14 Wile of J. Hanon Morgan Co, 1183 


J2 Parmer and Stock Raiser Summer Co, Ten 59 


" V2 \atecot WAS Pintis treland Ag 


Marvel Thar OR. & express Agent Calhoun Co. JIL 62 
Dec'd June 17, "77 Late wife J. M. Nevnolds Scatt Co, Mo, 
TOWNSIITP 12 NORD RANGE LEAST, 
Pana Seo. 39 Farmer and Stock Raiser Indiana 67 
et so Wife of J. W. Austin [T}linois OF 
Assatiption As-mapu Merchant Cunacda Tal 
: Wife of G. Arpin France Tl 
Assumption Asap e A torney at Law Sew York Ho 
‘: = Wife of J. M. Birce New York fio 
* igs Post-Master and Grocer Ohio G9 
: y Wife of J. A. Bridge Ohio (G9 
a i Physician and Surgeen [Ohio 64 
M3 Hs Wife of 8. MM Benepe  Undiana 67 


Deed Sept. 17, 


—TOWNSIEDP 12 


IN 


RANGE I E.—[Coytinvep.] 


‘77 Late wile of W. Gribben Pennsylvania 


a 
a 
NAME, P. OFFICE. RESID OCCUPATION. NATIVITY. ‘ E 
§ Barrett, Marcus L. Assnimpti n Assn’n Gun and Lock Saith Massachusetts 56 
i Nancy Peebles ch Wife of M.L, Barrett Massachusetts |57 
( Coonrod, 3. M ff ae Merchaat Greene Ca, Ill 66 
{ Beatie B Chilton og rs Wile of 8. M. Coonrod — Jersey Ca, HI 70 
( Cushing, Win, BE. ae a General Merchant Ilinois 56 
(Susan KE. Purley Ue fu Wife of W. BE. Cushing Kentucky 56 
Couteville, J.B. ¢ S Wagon Maker Hlinois 58 
4 Campbell, Tanne se wt Vrop. Campbell 5 Rheumatic Remedy Canada 64 
U Maria Willen ee te WW ife of Ll) Campbell Canada 64 
{ Cohenonr, William L. Pana Sec, 21] F ariner and Stock Naiser Pike Co. HI] 65 
Mary 8 Moore 2Wife W.L. Cohenour st. Clair Co. 11165 
{ Darand, Eugene Dinnkcle 22/ Parner France 66 
\ Alda Georgiana Domas guy Wile of Eugene Durand Louisiana 62 
{ Dunkel, \ te Qo ldirniu Buyer, station agent & P.M Olito 73 
t Julia KE. vee os 22) Wife of EL Dunkel Ohio 76 
4 Etter, George Be 28) Farmer und Stock Ruiser{Jndiana 62 
( Mary Rhoades ue 25) Wife of G. Etter Olio 6Y 
Foley, Patrick Assnmption ssump af(zrocer Treland BY; 
Julia A. TEilton Dec'd First wife P. Foley ShelbyCo. H1 (57 
(Eliza. A Hutchinson assumption“ — |Present wife of P Poles |Canada 
{ Fribley, 1.1. . Sec. 24) F sriper and Stock Raiser |Olio 69 
USaral E Keller a 24/Wile of E. TI. Fribley Vhio 69 
i Jehle, Plizabeth Paoa 30]Widow of J. Jehle Germany 63 
{ Jehle, Joseph Dee'd Noy 10, 65) Late husb. of Eliz, Jehle Germany 63 
j Kinkead, Mrs. Isabel Assumption oe lictired rreene Co. H] |72 
( Ninkead, Guy |Dec'd Sept. 17. °75! Late hush, Isabel Kinkead| Kentucky iZ 
( Kemerer, John B. Assumiptiun a 15! armer Fairfield Co. O )46 
t Mlizabeth Chambers ns To] Wite of J.B. Kemerer (Licking Co. Ky 46 
( Knott, Willian Millersville 80]Farmer and Stock Raiser! England 66 
(Ann Gwillyn ’ Ob 30]Wife of W. Knott England 66 
(Milligan, JOR. Assuniptivn |Miller & Grain Dealer [Champaign Co. O [57 
t Margaret: McCaffrey te Wife of J. R. Milligan Covington, Ky (57 
i Mhce, J, e © \pugineer at Mill and Twp Assessor |Ohio 67 
{ ee as i [Wife J. F. McKee he 58 
( Morrison, Robert : © Merchant New Jersey 7a 
\ Bridget Cooney s “| Wife of R. Morrison ‘Treland rb) 
{ Maynard, Washington ss See, ] Nurscryman & Past. Presbyterian Ch/( io 68 
( Jafia A. Carson ip WW ifeo! W. Maynard Ohio 68 
{ McWilliams, A. J. Pana 25 Farmer and § ock Raiser’ Belmont Co, O 66 
(Martha Fisk ue os Wile of A.J. MecWillian Massaehusetts 66 
Pearey, Charles Assumption \ssuiip Grain & Lumber Dealer W. Va 65 
{ Pigeon, Ci) . Sec. ] Grain, Lomber and Real Estate Dir Cunuda bys 
( Lopoldine Beauchamp " 1 Wile of T. OQ. Pigeon Canada 62 
f Pigeon, Alphonse " \esump Merchant Canada ti6 
( Josephine Beauchamp ee “Wife of A) Pigeon Canada i) 
{ Pinney, T. W. av sec. 16 Farmer Oh: 10 65 
| Julia V. Park “ 16 Wife of T. W. Pinney ‘Ohio 65 
( Rasbach, P. F. ge assnmp Railroad & Exp. Agent |New York 71 
Elizabeth Malone te Hf Wile of T. F. Rasbich Mlinois Uk 
{ Reans, IP. L. #  Merelunt Tennessee 65 
( Missouri Kern is “  ' Wite of 1. L. Reans Shelby Co. TH /71 
( Richardson, WF. ae Minister of Christian Ch Adams Co. LIE 79 
{ Leora Enierson We fe Witeot W. PF. Richardson Hlinois 79 
| Rock, Louis i Sec. 21 Karner and Stock Raiser Germany 74 
( Anni Sherwoud se 21 Wife of L. Rock Ohio 7 
(Smith, Andrew J, e 12] farmer Ohio 66 
| Mlizabeth J, Ernst ii 12 Wile ot A. J. Smith Ohio 66 
a Urge ore “ j 7 
: ee ae oe - HoT | ee Merchants aves 73 
(Swethind, Thos, W. Pana See, 83 Farmer and Stock Raiser! Luzerne Co. Pu'63 
(Sarah J. Bilby ut 33 Wife of T. W. Swetland Luzerne Co. Pa/63 
t Travis, M. 2. Assnmuption Assump Druggist Pennsylvania — |69 
{ Mary J. Adams Wite of MB. Travis | Ohio 
(Tobias, TD OT. me a Wagoa Maker Ohio 73 
( Mary I. Gosney ee Wite of Hl. tb. Tobias | Kentucky 
{ Watson, DJ. i t Dealerin Tay and Hogs Kentucky 57 
USarah MeDaniel ee gt Wile of (1D. J. W.) Indiana 
j Watkins, L. T. ! us Vurniture Dealer (Clinton Co. Ill |72 
( Mary MeAlilly | ne ih Wife af L. T W. IM: udison Co 1) 72 
JOUNSON—TOWNSIIIP 12 NORTH. RANGE 2 WEST. 
{ Coe, William M. Taylorville See, 28 Farmer and Stock Raiser Kentacky 72 
i Tillie A. Pluvigo tt 2s Wife of W. M. Coe Christian Co. II. sa 
Crna iN, WE. b 15 Farmer and Stock Raiser Kentucky 52 
( Marv V. FP. Weeks bs 15 Wife of A. R. Callaway (Christian Co. 54 
{ Thunkar, Daniel A, be 35 Farmer and Stock Raises | Ulinvis Ol 
— + Margaret: fh. Plarrison 2 15 Wife of D. A. Dunbar = ges 
Lucinda Tinton Deed Feb. 24, (73 First wile of D.A.Dunbar i bl 
f Deboe, JF. Taylorville See, 25 Farmer and Stock Raiser’ Kentucky 74 
t Lanra B. Morgan a 25 Wife of J. FL Deboe ‘Christian Co. 1. 56 
J aie fee is 33 Farmer aad Stock Raiser! Pennsylvania 48 
( Flizabeth Baker - 33 Wife af 1. Ebert es 49 
! ae i : ae S Farmer and Stock Raiser Ohio 65 
it Emeline Brisben it 3 Wife of A. G. Foy : 65 
4 Finderburk, W. T ef 10 Farner and Stock Raiser ChristianCa. 11, 40 
Usaral A. Johnston ne 10 Wifeof W.T.Punderburk Ohio 54 
J Fleming, Enoch Ke 18 Farmer and Stock Raiser [linois 56 
U Martha Mes-enger i 13 Wile of E. Fleming . 73 
f(rribben, William Clarksdale 6 Farmer and Stock Raiser Ohio 57 
7 Phithe EB. Logan 57 


NAME. P. OFFICE. RESID, 


{ lves, William Hale Taylorville 
Mary Walker “s 


oe Dey. af 

Sarah E. Wilson a 
Johnston, J. IL. M 

{ Hattie Murry ue 

) Kelly, John Clarksdale 

1 Parmetia .\. Danforth BG 
Keller, €. B. * Taylorville 
Lupton, Jesse Clarksdate 
Eliza J. Oats s 
Lamb, James L. Palmer 
Mary M. Shivers et 

{ Large, Joseph Millersv'Tle 
Martha Wellhause a 
Large, Samuel a 
Large, Maria G3 

ery Fuel Clarksdale 
Martha W. Angel iG 

{ Morrow, James Taylorville 
Mary E.Throckmorton : 
Oats, John W. Wy 
Annie Wilton ss 
Outs, Jr., Michael cs 


Harriet V. Shivers 
Pherigo, Noah P. 


Sadie A. O'Neill Clarksdale 
Simpson, John B. as 
Sarah A. Burtle a 

{ Shivers. G. W. Taylorville 

\Orlena J. Funderburk ‘ 
Shane, William = 
Mary Welch : 

Shane, Patrick Clarksdale 

( Catherine Shivers ao 

{ Wood. Harvey ss 
Gettie Cinte He 


JOUNSON—TOW NSITIP 12 N. 


RANGE 2 E.—[Costixvep] 


OCCUPATION, 


33 Farmer and Stock Raiser Massachusetts 
33 Wile of W. H. Ives . 
16 Far. Stock Rais. Supery r Ohio 
16 Wife of D. W. Jolinson 
9 Parmer and Stock Raiser Ohio 
9 Wife of JZ Johnsen 
7 Bridge Watchman W..StL &e.R-R. Freeland 


7 Wife of J. Kelly 


22 Farmer and Stock Raiser Pennsytyan‘a 
V7 Farmer and Stock Raiser Vi irginia 


17 Wile of J. Lupton 


30 Far. Stok Rais. T. Ass'r Kentucky 

30 Wile of J. L. Lamb 
36 Farmer and stock Raiser freland 
Pennsylvania 
36 Farmer and Stock Raiser Ireland 


86 Wife of J. Large 


36 Ww ife of S. Large 


23 Par Stk Raiser, Tp. Col'r North Carolin: 
arshall 
J] Farmer and Stock Raiser [reland 
J] Wife of J. Morrow ‘irgini 
: Farmer and Stock Raiser 
& Wife of J. W. Oats 
9 Farmer and Stock Raiser Vi irginin 


23 Wite of F. 


9 Wile of M. Oats 


6 Farmer and Stock Raiser ChristianUo. Mls 3 
fi Wile of N. DP. Pherigo 
6 Farmer and Stock Raiser []linois 
6 Wife of J. B. Simpson 
9 Farmer and Stock Raiser Virginia 
9 Wife af (+. W. Shivers 
33 Farmer and Stock Raiser Ireland 
33 Wife of Wo Shane 
30 Farmer and Stock Raiser 


30 Wife of P. Shane 


18 Farmer and Stock Raiser New oe ork 


18 Ww ife of IT. Wood 


SOUTH FORK—TOWNSIITIP 13 NORTIL RANGE 3 WEST. 


ae Leason 
Amelia Ralston 


Ballpitt, James C. a 
Ann M, Snow ee 
Calloway, James ie 
Milla Conncil “a 
Crowl,, We IL. af 
Sarah E. Miller S 


TAL J. Humphreys 
{ Fields, William 
VE. A Traylor 

J George, C.C. 
(Annie Mason 


Gore, W. F. Taylorville Sec. 
Glass, I J. Sharpsburg Sec. 1 F'mer, stk B’ser & T'chr Indiana 
Wife of IL. J. Glass 


Sarab J. Hill 


Hawkins, William Taylorville Sec. 


Elizabeth Bartlett al 


Kavanangh, Matthew Blackborn ber 


Mary Doland 
Jj Leigh, Edward 


t Mary C. Currie ae 
Luneach, Philip 
Elizabeth Alexander 


t Langley, Robt. Preston a 


Minerva A. Pittman “ 


Mason, Seth Sharpsburg Sec. 


Syrene Hanon 
Nance, Richard C. Edinburg 
Chanler, Mary Jane Dew tise 


Ralston, Sr., -\. Edinburg 
Ralston, Jr., Alex. 2 

Mary M. Crouse ee 

Taylor, A. A. Blackburn 

Miss E. Cassias Dee'd, May 1870 
Taff. John W. Taylorville & 

{ Eliza A. ‘Torrence Dec'd Sept. 2 
Mary A. Whitmer Taylorville See. 
Wilson, W. 11. a 
Miss E. C, Clark Me 
White. Allen es 


(Sarab Clemens 


“ 


Taylorville Sec. 


Blackburn Sec. 


Taylorville Bee. 


Allen, J. L. ~ Sharpsburg See. 12 Farmer and Stock Raiser (rreene Co., Hi 
TYG lory ille Sec. 10 F’mer, Stk Raiser & Fdr North Carolina: 4 


“ 


Wife of L. Adams 


9 Farmer, Stk E’ser & Dir Pr. Edy" ds Isld 5 
Wife of J. C. Bullpitt Vi 5 
Sec. 17 F*mer, F’der & S’k T'd'r New York 
Wife of J. Calloway 
Sec. 19 Farmer and Stock Raiser Sanganion Co, 11 68 
Wife of W. IL. Crowl f G 
( Dickerson, Dr. J. H. Blackburn BI'kbn Physician, P. M.& Mere. Indiana 
Wile of J. H. Dickerson Hinois 
25 Farmer and stock Raiser Fairtietd es One A 
Wite of W. Fields 4 OVO) 
8 Farmer and Stock Raiser Sangamon re il 8 
Wife of C. C. George BS 
12 Farmer and Stock Raiser Kentucky 


23 Farmer 


Wife of W. Hawkins 
7 F'mer, Fd'r, stk Dir, Sap Ireland 
Wife of ME Kavaniungh G 
35 l’mer, Feeder & SUk Dir Madison Co., 11152 
Christian Co. EES5 
8 Farmer and Stock Raiser East Virginia 7 
Wife of P. Loneach 
12 Farmer and Stock Raiser Kentocky 
Wife of R. P. Langley 
J Farmer and Stock Raiser Kentucky 


Wife of I. Leigh 


Wite of S Mason 


Sec. 10 Farmer and Stock Raiser Fayette Co., HL 78 
S.ISTS Late Wifeof R. C. Nance ae 
ec. 3 Farmer and Stock Raiser Wash'g'n Ca, In ¢ 
cS a Christian Co, [1] 55 
Wife of A. Ralston i 
Sec. 18 Farmer and stock Raiser Kentucky 
Late Wifeof A.A. Taylor : 
4 Farmer and Stock Raiser 1 [linois 
Die 469 Late Wife of J. W. Taff 
4 Present Wife of J. W.Taff Ohio 
9 Farmer and Stock Raiser Kentncky 
Wife of W. I]. Wilson 


. 25 Farmer 


ioe bs ife of | A. | Ww hite | 


TOWN 13 NORTIL. 


Armstrong, T. D. Pawnee 
Rebecca J. Woosley ae 
Crowl. V. B. i 

1 Sron Eliza D. Dec’d, Dee. 14, 
Mary C. Sanders T'awnee 

f Flin, William Sdinburg 


( Diana Osley 


sec, 15 Parmer and Stock Raiser Augusta Co., Va 5: 
Wife of T. [). Armstrong Kentncky 
Sec. 14 Farmer and Stock Raiser Sangamon Co, IL 62 
75 Late Wife of V. B. Crow] Jeflerson Co. Va 64 
Sec. 14 Pres’t Wife of V. B. Crow] London Co. Va 75 
2 Farmer and Stock Raiser Kentucky 5 
Sangamon Co. [1 49 


Wife of W. Flin 


TOWN 13 NORTIL RANGE 4 WEST. lake 


NAME 


North Carolina 


Christian Co. I] 4s 


c pstan Co. WIS 


Springtield, O. 


Clark Co., Ind. 26 


Perry Co., Hl. 
Christian Co. In 7 


RANGE 4 WEST. 


| George, William (. 


(ALE. Philips 


( Giflord, Orin 


‘ Matilda Jones 


{VNatheld. TDarman 


‘t Mattield, Mary J. 
eG ( Tlardin, Mrs. M. E. 


UIlardin, Gearge W. 
Jiardin, Louis 


{ Miller, Jolin B. 


( IIardin, Sarah J. 

{ Whitecraft, Jos. W. 
i Mary E. Smith 

{ White, Hiram 

(AE tilda E. Sharp 

{ Williams, Joseph 

( Martha Phillips 

J White, John 
Sarah E. Matchett 


TOWN 


| Whitecratt, J. A. 


{ Whiteeraft, 8. M. 
Latrie Price 


‘ a 

P. OFFICE. RESID. OCCU BATION, NATINGUDY, E 
Pawnee sec. 2 F'mer, Feeder & Stk Dlr Sangamon ment {] 66 
eS “Wife of WLG treorge - 66 
Pawnee Sec. 1] F'mer, S’k R'ser & J.P. Delaware Co. O 15 
“ % Wife of O. Gifford Missouri 7 

- sec, 2 Parmer Fayette Co, HL 55 

ae as Wife of EL. [atheld Shelby (Cae TL 53 

ia) See. 11 Parmer and stock Raiser 8 inganion Co. 1 65 
Deed, Apr. 7. 1879 Late hns.of M.E. Lbardin Kentucky 46 
Pawnee sie, 3 Farmer bys 
Blackburn Sec. 13 Farmer and Stock Raiser East V ‘eataee 60 
a “ Wile of J. Bo Miller Kentucky 60 
Edinburg Sec. 3] Farmer, tk F'der & Dlr Sangamon Co. I 38 
Ly ce Wife of. JLW. Whiteeraft Kentucky ies 
Pawnee Sec. 10 Parmer and Stock Dealer Christian Co. 1154 
ue u Wife of LT, White ae “55 
Blackbum Sec, 12 Fartner, F'der & Stk Dlr cs “52 
bo ce Wife of J. Williams Oo “ 54 
Taylorville Sec. 10 Farmer, F’der & Sk Dir Tennessee 5O 
as ak Wife of £. White Virginia 50 


. 14 NORTIL RANGE 4 WEST. 


Edinburg Sec. 25 Retired Farmer Ki entucky } 33 
xpringtield Speld Fimer, Feeder & St'k Dir ae 33 
a W ‘ife ofS. Mo WhitecraftNew Y wk 64 


BECKILARE—TOWN 14 NORTH, TANGE 2 WitsT. 


{ Battan, John C. 

| Mary A. Dickinson 
1 Black, W. F. 

| Rebeeca Shivers 

( Deeren. William 


| Maria Scott 


{ Gardener. Nathan 
t Francis T. Uarris 
(iardner, lenry T. 


~ Clarinda Doak 


( Ifarrict Ward 
( Henshie, Abram 


{ Elizabeth: Uhrich 


{ Ilurlbutt, 1.8. 


Li Mary -A. To: igland 


i Muribatt, (A. 

i sarah Baughman 
Tledden, Lydia Als 

Richard W. Yates 


| 1. M. Watts 


Salina M. Yates 
§ Hurring, John 
(Susanna Weiser 
fTfart, Tehzabeth M. 
u Marion Redfern 
( Kemmerer, Joseph 
¢ Matilda E. Jolinson 
(kero, le Dy 


\ Hattie (soodrich 


Ladd, Noyes 


+ Pheehe Williams 
CE iza J. Kennard 
es, 
hG 2 Matilda BE. Denton 


WE: 


Emma J. Gardener 
(McNeill, Francis .3. 


Sarah A. Sharp 


{ Reimer, Isaac 


) Catharine Scheib 


{ Rucker, Bishop E. 
Lueinda Shater 


{Swigert, doha I. 


l Maximiltia Taylor 


Shultz. Jacob 


UsSarnuh Zeller 
{ Scheib, Peter 


Leah Wright 


(Scheib, Phares S. , 


} Lydia A. Rehn 


{ Sharp, Jolin 
| Emeline Redfern 
( Sheldon, HL, 

| Marv I. Wood 


salmon Biglow Sheldon 


| Eveline Maxwell 

{ Smith, Stephen J. 
Harriet Vandeyeer 
Sarah B. Lee 

{ Sharp, George Riley 

USusan Hanon 

f Waller, WD. 

( Xemenia P. Sharp 
Weiser, John 
Wi eiser, iP hilip 

(Mary Weiser 
Wei-er, Lonisa P. 


Grove City Sec, 12 Farmer and Stock Raiser Aslilend Co. O is) 


cs 12 Wife of J.C Battan Macon Cu. N.C 65 
Edinburg 10 Farmer and Stock Raiser Boone Co. Ohia 63 
10 Wife of Wed. Black — ighland Co. 0 63 

Grove City { Farmer and Stock Raiser Guernsey Co. O 64 
* Y Wile of W. Deeren Guernsey Co, O 64 
Sharpsburg 20 Farmer and stock Raiser Maury Co. Tenn 56 
ts 2 Wife of N Gardener Louisa Co, Va 56 
Edinburg ti Farmer and Stock Raiser Maury Co. Tenn 50 


Dec'd May 11, "04 First wife LET. Gardner Maconpin Co. 1] 52 
Edinburg See. 16 Pres, wife IE. T. Gardner Macon Co [ll] 66 


Grove City 2 Farmer Madison Co. O 34 
e 2 Wife of A. ITenshie Stark Co. Ohio 97 
Stonington 13 Farmer and Hea Raiser Odletown, Cana 57 
Gi 13 Wife of E. 8. Wurlbutt Stark Co, Ohio 47 
i 12 Farmer Hal ituck Raiser aladisoniComOmod 
ee Iz Wife of C. A. Wurlbutt Madison Co. 0 94 
Sharpsburg 82 lrarming & Stock Raising Shelby Co. Ky av 


Derd in by. Feb 19," 59 First husb. L.A. Hedden : 
Dec'd July 4d, 70 See'd hnsb, L.A. Medden Shelby Co. Ky 36 
Sharpsburg Sec. 32 pauzh. R. W. Yates & L.A Hedden Anilers’n Co, Ky ov 


Hdinburg 6 Facmer and Stock Raiser Germany bz 
6 Wile of J. Mlurring Germany 2 

Sharpsburg 20 Form wife of Marion Redfern Morgan Co, IIL 92 
iD 20 Farmer and Stock Raiser Maconpin Co. 11 99 
Ldinborg 5 Farmer and Stock Raiser sorthamptou Co. Pa OF 


Dee'd Oct. 20°73 Late wife of J. Kemmerer Northanpwn Co. Pa 64 
Sharpsburg Sharps. Peacher Marion Co.Q  7U 


# Ae Wite of J. D. Kerns Jersey Co. UT fe 

BE See. 33 Farm. Stock Raisers Breeder New London Co. Conn £9 
Dec'd May 22,66 First Wile of N. Ladd Xe Lootoa Co. Conn dy 
Sharpsburg See. 53 Present wife of N. Ladd Mifllin Co. Pa 63 
“0 Farmer and Stock Raiser Kentucky 30 

Dee'd Aug 31,' v9 First wite W. FP. Minnis {‘uristian Co. HI 44 
i Sec. 20 Pres, wife W. F. Minnis Fayette Co. Hl 48 


Sharpsburg shurps. Physician and Surgeon Sangamon Co. 11 T4 
“Wife of Dr. McNeill Christian Co. [tL oe 
Grove City Sec !0 Farmer and Stock Raiser Northampton Co. Pa 6? 


a 10 Wife of L. Reimer Bucks Co. Pa 65 
Taylorville 3> Farmer and Stock Raiser Sangamon Co.{1 07 
a 35 Wile of B.# Rucker Ohio Uo, Va 55 
Grove City 10 Parmer and Stack Raiser Owen Co. Ky 77 
be 10 Wile of J. F. Swigert Shelby Co. Ky 77 
@ 3 Retired Farmer Laneaster Ov, Pa 64 


Deceased s6ar.17 4 Late wife of £. Shultz - Lameaster Co. Pu 64 


ae see. 1] Farmer and Stock Raiser Bucks Co. Pa 66 
a 11 Wife of P. Scheib Madison Co. Tf 66 
“ 11 Farmer and Stock Raiser Bucks Co. Pa 65 
u Wife of P.S. Scheib Nurthampron Co. Pa 69 
Sharpsburg Gi int marieae Minis ary Poblic Claibourne Ca,T a3 
a 32 Wite of J. Sharp Macoupin Co. O35 
s 35 Farmer and Stock Raiser Christian Co. IU 4! 
us 43 Wile of S$ Mo Sheldon Lee Co. TH 74 
Teed Nov 20. <y Father of S M Sheldon Leyden, Mass ap 
Dec'd Sept. $0, "69 late wife of 8B. Shelton & Mother Gilford, Vt zs 
Sharpsburg sce. 31 parmer AS ineras Raiser Burt Co. N.C. 3J 


> 

Teed April 185 58 iret wife of XJ, Sinith Nustinsten Co. tna 42 
Sharpsburg Sec. 31 Wife of S J. Smith Tennessee : By) 
oy bv Farmer, Stock He oN & Sup. Claibourne Co. Taz 


a 52 Wife of (G. NOS Christian Ch. 1138 
a Sharps. (seneral Mae vane Dison Co. Tenn 54 
ue os Wife of W oD. Walter | Christian Co. ML 99 


33 Farmer and Stock Raiser (termany by 


Taylorville See- 
n Father of J. Weiser Crermany 


Dee Ang 54 © 


Taylorville Se Mother of J. Weiser Germany 60 
Edinburg 22 burmer and Stock Raiser Cass Co. Hl 69 


REVISED CONSTITUTION OF LUEINOM: 


EREAMIRE. 


We, the people of the State of Hlinois—grateful to Almighty God for the civil, political 
and religious Itberty which He hath so Jong permitted us to enjoy, and looking to Tum for 
a blessing upon our endeavors to secure and transmit the same unimpaired: to succeeding 
generations—in crder to form a more periect government, establish justice, insure domestic 
tranquilily, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the } less- 
ings of hberty to ourselyes and our posterity; do urdain and establish this constituaen for 
the State of Iinvis, 


ARTICLE: a, 
LOUNDARILS, 


The houndaries and jurisdiction of the State shall be as follows, to wit: Beginning at 
the mouth of the Wabash river; thence np the same, and with the line of Indiana, tu the 
northwest corner uf said State; thence east, with the line of the same State, to the middle 
of Lake Michigan; thence north, alung the middle of satd lake, to north lautude 42 degrees 
and 30 minutes; thence west to the middle of the Mississippi river, and thence down along 
the middle of that river to its confluence with the Ohio river, and thence up the latter river, 
along its northwestern shore, to the place of beginning: Preaided, that this State shall exer- 
cise such jurisdietion upon the Ohio river as she is now entitled to, or such as may 
hereafter be agreed upon by this State and the Stute of Kentuchy. 


ALIGN: 1. 
BILL UF RIGHTS, 


z Inherent and Inalienable Rights. @ 1:1. Penalties proportionate — Corruption — Eor- 
2 wue Process of Law. feiture 

3. Liberty of Conscience Gu ranteed, » Loprisonment for Debt 

4. Vreedom of the Press- Libel. Compensation for Property taken, 

5 Right of Triat by Jury. Es post facto laws—Irrevocable Grants. 
6. Unreasonable Scarches and Seizures, . Military Power Subordinate. 

. Quartering of Soldsers. 

- Right of Assembly and Petition. 

. Flections to be Free and Equal. 

. What Laws ought to be. 

- Fundamental Principles. 


7. Hail allowed—Writ of Habeas « orpus. 

8 Indictment required—Grand Jury Abvlished. 
o. Rights of Persons Accused of Crime. 

tw, Sel-Criminauon—Former ‘Triul. 


CQ OMD OCONEE 
Woe 
COI Aue A 


bat 


2 1. All men are hy nature free and independent, and have certain inherent and inalien- 
able rights—among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, To secure these 
eghts and the protection of property, governments are instituted among men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the governed, 

@ 2. Nopersen shall be deprived of life, liberty or property, without due process of law. 

4 3. The free exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and worship, without dis- 
crimination, shail forever be guaranteed; and no person shall be denied any civil or political 
right, privilege or capacity, on account of his re‘igious opinions; hut the liberty of conscience 
hereby secured shall not be construed to dispense with oaths or affirmations, excuse acts of 
licentiousness, or justify practices inconsistent with the peace or safety of the State. No 
person shall be required tu attend or support any ministry or place of worship agamst his 
consent, nor shall any j referer ce be given Ly law to any religious denomination or mode of 
worship, 

@ 4. Every person may freely speak, write end publith on all subjects, Leing responsible 
ior the abuse of that Hberty; and in all tials for bel, both civil and crimunal, the truth, 
when published with good motives and for justifiable ends, shall be a sufficient defense, 

@ §. The right of trial by jury as heretofore enjoyed shall remain inviolate; but the 
trial of civil cases Lefore justices uf the peace by a jury of less than twelve men, may be 
authorized by law, 

@ 6. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers ond effects, 
against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be vieluted; and no warrant shall 
issue without probable cause, supported by affidavit, particularly describing the place to Le 
searched, and the person or things to be seized, 

@ 7. All persons shall be hailable by sufficient sureties, except for capital cflenses, where 
the proof is evident or the presumption great; and the privilege of the writ of Aadeas corpus 
shall not be suspended, unless when in cares of rebellion or invasion the publ.c Salely may 
lequire it. 

@ 8. No person shall he held to answer for a criminal «ffense, unless on indictment f a 
grand jury, except in cases in which the punishment is Ly fine, or imprisonment otherwise than 
in the penitentiery, in eases of impeachment, and in eases arising in the army and navy, or 
in the militia when in actual seivice in time caf war or public danger: £7 ovzded, that the 
gland jury may be abolished by Jaw in all cases. 

@ 9. Inall criminal | rosecutions, the accused shall have the right to appear and defend 
in person and by counsel; to demand the nattre and cause of the accusation, and to have a 
copy thereof; to meet the witnesses face to face, and ta have process to compel the atrend- 
ance of witnesses in his behalf, and a speedy public trial hy an impartial jury of the county 
of district in which the offense is alleged to have been committed, 

@ 10. No person shall he compelled in any criminal case to give evidence against him- 
self, or be twice put in jeopardy for the same offense, 

8 1. All penalties shall be proportioned to the nature of the offense; and no conviction 
shall work corruption of blood or forfeiture of estates nor shall any person be transported 
out of the State fur any offense committed within the same, 

412, No person shall he imprisoned fir debt, unless upon refusal to deliver up lis estate 
for the benefit of his creditors, in such manner as shall be prescribed by laws or in cases 
Where there 1s stron presumption of fraud, 

% (3. Private property shall not be taken or damaged for public use without just compen- 
sation. Such compensation, when not made by the State, shall he ascertained hy ayury, as 
shall be prescribed by law, The fee of land taken for railroad tracks, without consent of 
the owners thercof, sholl remain in such owners, subject to the use for which it is taken. 


2 14. No ex post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of contracts, or making any 
irrevocable grant ol special privileges cr immunities, shall be passed. 4 

@ 15. The military shall he in strict subotdmation to the civil power. 

% 16, No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house without the consent 
of (ne owner; nor in tune of war except in the manner prescribed by law, 

217. The people have the right to assemble in a peaceable marmer to consult for the 
common good, to make knuwn their opinions to their representatives, and to appty for 
redress of grievances. 

4 18. All elections shall be free and equal. 

2 19. Every person ought to find a certain remedy in the laws for all injuries and wrongs 
which he may receive in his person, property cr reputation; he ought to obtain, ly law, 
right and justice freely, and without being obliged to purchase it, completely and without 
denial, promptly and without delay. 

% 20, A trequent recurrence to the fundamental principles of civil government is abso- 
lutely necessary to preserve the blessings of liberty. 


ARTICLE 111. 
DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS. 


The mowers of the Government of this State are divided into three distinct departments 
—the Legislative, Executive and Judicial; and no person, or collection of persons, being 
one of these departments, shall exercise any power properly belonging to either of the 
others, except as hereinafter eapressly directed or permitted. 


ARTICLE. 1V- 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


. General Assembly elective, 

- ‘Lime of Election—Vuacancies, 
2 Eligible 

ution by Crime, 


@ 18. Ordinary Expenses—Casual Deficils—Approe 
priations limited. 

19, Extra Compensation or Allowance. 

20, Public Credit not loaned. 

21, Pay and mileage of members. 

22. Special Legislation prohibited. 

23. Against Release from Liabitity, 

24 Proceedings on Impeachment, 

. Fuel, Stationery, and Printing, 

. State not to be sued. 

. Lotteries and Gilt Enterprises. 

. Terms of Office not Extended. 

. Protection of operative minzrs. 

0. Concerning Roads—public and private, 

1. Draining and Ditching. 

2. Homestead and Exemption Laws. 

33- Completion of the tate House. 


I 
2 

Si 

4. Disqualil 
5, Oath taken by members. 

6. Senatorial Apportionments. 

7. & 8. Minorny Representation. 
g. ‘lime of meeting—General Kules, 

10, Secretary—Adjournment—- Journals, Protests. 
ae. Style of Laws: 

12, Origin and passage of Pills. 

13. Reading—Priuting Title—Amendments. 
ay) Privileges of members 

15 Disabilities of members. 

16. Fills making Appropriations. 

17. Payment of money—Statement of Expenses, 


FOL REF ONO Oars 


POCONO QTE TOTO OSO OTERO 
yHHOR 
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1. The legislative power shall be vested ina General Assembly, which shall consist 
of a Senate and House uf Representatives, both to be elected Ly the people, 


ELECTION, 


22. An election for members of the General Assembly shall be held on the Tuesday 
next after the first Monday in November, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred and seventy, and every lwo years thereafter, in each county, at such places therein as 
may be provided by law. When vacancies occur in either house, the governor, or person 
exercising the powers of governor, shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies, 


ELIGIBILITY AND OATH. 


@ 3. No person shall be a senator who shall not have attained the age of twenty-five 
years, or a representative who shall not have attained the age of twenty-one years. No 
person shall he a senator or a reptesentative who shall not be a citizen of the United States, 
and who shall not have been for five years a resident of this State, and for two years neat 
preceding his election a resident within the territory forming the district from which he is 
elected, No judge or clerk of any court, secretary of state, attorney general, state’s attorney, 
recorder, sheriff, or colleetor of public revenue, member of either house of congress, or 
person holding any luerative office under the United States or this State, or any foreign 
government, shall have a seat in the general assembly: /ovdded, that appointments in the 
militia, and the offices of notary public and justice of the peace, shall not be considered 
lucrative. Nor shall any person, holding any office of honor or profit under any foreign 
government, or under the government of the United States, (except postmasters whose 
annual compensation does not exceed the sum of $300,) hold any office of honor or profit 
under the authority of this State, 

@ 4. No person who has been, or hereafter shall he, convicted of bribery, perjury cr 
other infamous crime, nor any person who has heen or may be a collector or holder of public 
moneys, who shall net have accounted for and paid over, according to law, all such moneys 
due from him, shall be eligible to the general assembly, or to any cffice of profit or trust in 
this State. 

26. Members of the general assembly, before they enter upon their official duties, shall | 
take and subscribe the following oath or affirmation : 


“7 do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the constitution of the United States, and the constia 
tution of the State of Hiinois, «nd will Withfully discharge the duties of senator (or representative) according 
to the best of my ability ; and that ] have not, knowingly or intentionally, paid or contributed anything, or 
made uny promise in the nature of a bribe, to directly or indirectly influence any vote at the election at which 
Twas chosen to fill the said office, and have not accepted, nor will I accept or receive, directly or indirectly, 
any money or other valuable thing, fiom any corporation, company or person, for any vote or influence I may 
give er withhold on any Lili, resoiution ot sppr priation, or for any other official act," 


This oath shall be administered by a judge of the supreme or circuit court, in the hall of. 
the house to which the member is elected, and the secretary of state shall record and file 
the oath subseribed by each member, Any member who shall refuse to take the oath herein 


prescribed, shall forfeit his office, and every member who shall be convicted of having 
sworn falsely to, or of violating, his said oath, shall forfeit his office, and be disqualified 
thereafter from holding any office of profit or trust in this State. 


APPORTIOGN MENT—SENATORIAL, 


26. The general assembly shall apportion the State every ten years, becinning with the 
year 1871, by dividing the population of the Stale, as ascertained by the federal census, by 
the number 51, and the quotient shall le the ratio of representation in the senate, The 
State shall be divided into §1 senaturial districts, each of which shall elect one senator, 
whose term of office shall be four years, The senators elected inthe year of our Lord 
1872, in districts Learing odd numbers, shall vacate their cfives at the end of two years, 
and those elected in districts bearing even numbers, at the end of fuur yesrs ; and vacancies 
occurring by the expiration of term, shall Le filled by the election of senaters for the full 
term. Senatorial districts shall be formed of contiguous and compact terrtory, bounded 
hy county lines, and contain as nearly as practicable an equal number of inbabitants; but 
no district shall contain less than four-filths of the senatcrial ratio, Counties containing 
not less than the ratio and three-fourths, may he divided into separate districts, and shall Le 
entitled to two senators, and 10 one additional senator for each nun.ber of inhabitants equal 
to the ratio, contained by such counties in excess of twice the number of said ratio, 


Note.—By the adoption of minority represen‘ation, 7? 7 and 8, of this article, cease to be a part of the 
constitutios, Under ¢ 12 of the schedule, and the vole ul adoption, the following section relating to minority 
representation is substituted for said sec.ions 


MINORITY REPRESENTATION, 


437 and 8. The house of representatives shall consist of three times the number of the 
members of the senate, and the term of office shall be two yecrs. Three representatives 
shall be elected in each senatorial district at the general election in the year of our Lord, 
1872, and every wo years thereafter, In all elections of representatives aforesaid, each 
qualifiad voter may cast as many vctes for one candidate as there are representatives to be 
elected, or may distribute the same, or equal parts thereof, among the candidates, as he shall 
see fit; and the candidates highest im votes shall be declared clectel. 


TIME OF MEETING AND GENERAL RULES, 


29. The sessions of the general assembly shall commence at 12 0’clock noon, on the 
Wednesday nest after the hrst Monday in January, in the year next ensuing the election of 
members thereof, and at no other time, unless as provided by this constitution, A majomty 
of the members elected to each house sha'l constitute a quorum. Each house shall deter- 
mine the rules of its proceedings, and be the jude of the election returns and quahiica- 
tions of its members; shall choose its own officers ; and the senate shall chouse a temporary 
president to preside when the heutenant-governor shall not attend as president or skall act 
as governor. The secretary of state shall call the house uf representatives to order at the 
opening of each new assembly, and preside over it until a temporary presiding officer thereof 
shall have been chosen and shall have taken his seat. No member shall be expelled by 
cither house, except by a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to that house, and 
no member shall be twice expelled for the same offence. Each house may punish hy 
imprisonment any yerson, not a member, who shall he guilty of disespect to the house hy 
disorderly or contemptuous behaviour in its presence. But no such imprisonment shail 
extend beyond two hours at one time, unless the person shall persist in such disorderly or 
contemptuous behaviour, 

% 10, The doors of each house and of committees of the whole, shall be kept open, 
except in such eases as, in the vpinion of the house, require secrecy. Neither house shall, 
without the consent of the other, adjourn for more than two days, or to any other place than 
that in which the two houses shall be sitting, Exch house shall keep a journal of its pro- 
ceedings, which shall be published. In the senate at the request of two members, and in 
the house at the request of five members, the yeas and nays shall be taken on any question, 
and entered upon the journal, Any two members of either house shall have liberty to dis- 
sent from and protest, im respectful language, against any act or resolution which they think 
injurious to the public or to any individual, and have the rea-ons of their dissent entered 
upon the journals. 

STYLE OF LAWS AND PASSAGE OF BILLS, 


@ 11, The style of the laws of this State shall be: Be zt enacted by the People of the State 
of Mlinois, represented in the General Assembly, 

@ 12, bills may originate in either honse, bat may be altered, amended or rejected by the 
other; and on the final passage of all bills, the vote shall be by yeas and nays. upon cach 
Dill separately, and shall be entered upon the journal; and no bill shall become a law 
without the concurrence of a majority of the members clected to each house, 

@ 13. Every bill shall be read at large on three different days, in each house ; and the 
bill and al] amendments thereto shall be printed before the vote is taken on its final passage ; 
and every bill, having passed both houses, shall be signed by the speakers thereof. No act 
hereafter passed shall embrace more than one subject. and that shall be expressed in the title. 
But if any subject shall be em" raced in an act which shall not be expressed in the title, such 
act shall be void only as to so much thereof as shall not be so expressed ; and no law shall 
be revived or amended by reference to its title only, but the law revived, or the section 
amended, shall Le inserted at length in the newact. And no act of the general assembly 
shall take effect until the first day of July next after its passage, unless, in case of emergency, 
which emergency shail be expressed in the preamble or body of the act), the general 
assembly shall, by a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to cach house, otherwize 


direct. 
PRIVILEGES AND DISABILITIES, 


% 14. Senators and representatives sholl, in all cases, except treason, felony or breach of 
the peace, be privileged trom arrest durin the session of the gencral assembly, and in going 
to and returning from the same; and for any speech or debate in either house, they shall 
not be questioned in any other place. ; a ; 

@ 15. No person elected to the general assembly shall receive any civil appointment 
within this State from the governor, the governor and senate, or from the general assembly, 
during the term for which he shall have been elected; and all such appointments, end all 
votes given tor any such members for any such cihce or appointment, shall Le void; nor 
shall any member of the gencral assembly be interested, cither directly or indirectly. in any 
contract with the state, or any county thereof, authorized ly any law passed during the term 
for which he shall have been elected, or within one year after the expiration thereof, 


PUBLIC MONEYS AND APPROPRIATIONS. 


3 16. The general assembly shall make no appropriation of money cut of the treasury in 
any private law. Bills making apprepriations for the pay of members and officers of the 
“general assembly, and for the salaries of the officers of the government, shall contain no 
provisions on any other subject. : ; nae 

@ 17. No money shall be drawn from the treasury except in pursuance of an eppropriation 
made by law, and on the presentation of a warrant issued hy the auditor thercon; and no 
money shall be diverted from any appropriation made for any Purpose, or taken from any 
fund whatever, either by jcint or separate resolution, The cuditor shall, within 60 days 


\ 


a‘ter the adjournment of each session of the general assembly, prepare and publish a full 
statement of all money expended at such session, specifying the amount of each itm, and 
to whom and for what paid, 

@ 18. Each general assembly shall provide for all the appropriations necessary for the 
ordinary and contingent expenses of the government until the expiration of the first fiscal 
quarter after the adjournment of the neat regular session, the aggregate amount of which 
shall not be increased without a vote of two-thirds of the members electcd to each house, 
nor exceed the amount of revenue authcrized by law to be raised in such time; and cll 
appropriations, general or special, requiring money to be paid out of the State Treasury, 
from funds belonging to the State, shall end with such fiscal quarter: Provided, the State 
may, to meet casual deficits or failures in revenue, contact debts, never to exceed in 
the aggregate $250,000; and moneys thus horrowed shall be applied to the purpose for 
which they were obtained, ur tu pay the debt thns created, and to no other purpose ; and 
no other debt, except for the purpose of repelling invasicn, suppressing insurrection, er 
defending the State in war, (for payment of which the faith of the State shall be pledged), 
shall be contracted, unless the Jaw authorizing the same shall, at a general election, have 
been submitted to the people, and have received a majority of the votes cast for members 
of the general assembly at such election, The gencral assembly shall provide for the 
publication of said law for three months, at least, before the vote of the people shall be 
taken upon the same; and provision shall be made, at the time, for the payment of the 
interest annually, as it shall accrue, by a tax Jevied tor the puipose, or from other sources 
of revenue; which law, providing for the payment of such intcrest by such tax, shall be 
irrepeslable until such debt be paid: Aad provited, further, that the law levying the tax 
shall be submitted to the people with the law authorizmy the debt to Le contracted. 

4 19, The general assembly shall never grant or authorize extra compensation, fee or 
allowance to any public officer, agent, servant or contractor, after service has been rendered 
or a contract made, nor authorize the payment of any claim, or part thereof, hereafter 
created against the State under any agreement or contract made without express authority of 
law ; and all such unauthorized agreements cr contracts shall be null and void: Provided, 
the general assembly may make appropriations for expenditures incurred in suppressing 
insurrection or repelling invasion, 

@ 20, The State shall never pay, assume or hecome responsible for the debts or liabilities 
of, or in any manner give, loan or extend its credit to, or in aid of any public cr otber 
colporation, association or individual, 


PAY OF MUMMERS. 


@ 21. The members of the general assembly shall receive for their services the sum of $y 
per day, during the first sessiun held under this constitution, and 10 cents for each mile 
ne<essarily traveled in going to and returning from the seat of government, to be computed 
Ly the auditor of public accounts; and thereafter such compensation as shall be prescribed 
hy law, and no other allowance or emolument, directly or indirectly, for any purpose 
whatever; except the sum of $50 per session to eich member, which shall be in full for 
postage, stationery, newspapers, and all other incidental expenses and perquisites; but na 
change shall be made in the compensation of members of the general assembly during the 
term fur which they may have been elected. The pay and mileage allowed to each membey 
of the general assembly shall be certitied by the speaker of their respective huuses, and 
eutered On the journals and published at the close of each session. 


SPECIAL LEGISLATION PROHIBITED. 


22, The general asseml:ly shall not pass loeal or special laws in any of the following 

enumerated cases, that 1s to say; for— 

Granting divorces ; 

Changing the names of person: or places; 

Laying oul, opening, alterin.s, and working roads or highways ; 

Vacating roads, town plats, streets, alleys and public grounds; 

Locating or changing county seats; 

Regulating county and township affiirs ; 

Regulating the practice in courts of ju tee; 

Regulating the jurisdiction and duties of justices of the peace, police magistrates, and 
coastables ; 

Providing for changes of venue in civil and eriminal cases; 

Incorporating cities, towns, or village:, or changing or amending the charter of any town, 
city or village; 

Providing for the election of members of the board of supervisors in townships, 
incorporated towns or cities ; 

Summoning and impaneling grand or petit juries; 

Providing for the management of common schouls; 

Regulating the rate of interest on moncy ; 

The opening and conducting of ony elccuos, or designating the place of voting; 

The sale or mortgage of real estate belonging to minors or others under disability ; 

The protection of game or fish; 

Chartering or licensing ferries or toll bridges; 

Remitting fines, penalties or forfeitures ; 

Creating, increasing, or decreasing fecs, percentage or allowances of public officers, during 
the term for which said cfficers are elected or appointed ; 

Changing the law of descent; 

Granting to any corporation, association cr individual the right to lay down railroad 
tracks, or amending existing chatiers tur such purpose ; 

Granting to any corporation, association or individual any special or exclusive privilege, 
immunity or franchise whatever, 

In all other cases where a general Jaw can be made applicable, no special law shall be 
enacted, 

@ 23. The general assembly shall have no power to release or extinguish, in whole or in 
part, the indebtedness, liability, cr obligation uf any corporation or individual to this State 
or to any municipal corpcration therein. 


IMPEACHMENT. 


@ 24. The house of representatives shall have the sole power of impeachment; but a 
majority of all the members elected must eoncur therein. All impeachments shall be tried 
Ly the senate; and when sitting for that purpose, the senators shall be upon oath, or affirma- 
tion, to do justice according to Jaw and evidence. When the governor uf the State is tried, 
the chief justice shall presicle. No person shall be convicted without the concurrence of 
two-thirds of the senators elected. But judgment, in such cases, shall not extend further 
than removal from office, and disqualification to hold any office of honor profit or trust 
under the government of this State, The party, whether convicted or acquitted, shall, 
nevertheless, be lable to prosecution, trial, judgment and punishment according to law. 


MISCCLLANEOUS, 


% 25. The general assembly shall provide, by law, that the fucl, stationery and printing- 
paper furnished for the use of the State; the copying, printing, binding and distributing the 
laws and journals, and all other printing ordered by the general assembly, shall be Jet ly 
contract tu the lowest responsible bidder; bat the general assembly shall fix a maximum 


price; and no member thereo’, cr other officer of the State, shall be interested, directly or 
indirectly, in such contract. But all such contracts shall be sulyject to the approval of the 
governtr, an lif he disapproves the same there shall be a re-letting of the contract, in such 
mann: ras shall he prescribed by law. ; ; 

¢ 26. The State of Tlinois shall never be made defendant in any court or law of equity. 

4 27. The general a-sembly shall have no power to authorize lutteries or gift enUen ES: 
for any purpose, and shall pass laws to prohibit the sale of lottery or gifl enterprise tickets 
in this Sute. : 

% 28, No law shall be passed which shall operate to extend the term of any public 
officer after his election or appointment, 

@ 29. It shall be the duty of the general assembly to pass such laws as may he necessary 
for the protection of operative miners, by providing for ventilation, when the same may he 
required, and the construction of escapemcut-shafts, or such othee anohances as may secure 
salety in all coal mines, and to previde for the enforcement of satd laws by such penalties 
and punishments as may be deemed proper. Ve j 

@ 30. The general assembly may proviile for establishing and opening roads and carte 
ways, connected with a public road, for private and public use, 

3 31. The general assembly may piss laws permitting (he owners and occupants of lands 
to construct dvains and ditches, for agricultural and sanitary purposes, across the lands of 
others. : 

@ 32. The general] assembly shall pass liberal and homestcad and exemption laws, 

@ 33. The general assembly shall not appropriate out of the State treasury, or expend on 
account of the new caprtol grounds, and construction, completion an! furnishing of the 
State house, a sum exceeding, in the aggregrate, $3,500,000, inclusive of all appropriations 
heretofore made, without tast submitting the proposition for an additional expenditure to 
the legal voters of the State, ata general election; nor unless a majority of all the votes 
at such election shall be for the proposed additional expenditure, 
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SORE IERIE 


ITXNECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 


@ 1. The executive department shall consist of a Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, Sec- 
retary of State, Auditor of Tublic Accounts, Treasurer, Supermtendent of Public Ins'ric- 
tion, and Attorney-Gencral, who shall, each, with the excej tion of the Treasurer, hold his 
office for the term of four years from the second Monday of January next after his election, 
and until his successor is elected and qual.fed. They shall, except the Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor, reside at the seat of government during their term of office, and keep the pullic 
records, books and papers there, and shall perform such duties as may be prescribed hy Jaw, 

@ 2. The Treasurer shall hold his office for the term of two years, and until his suc- 
cessor is elected and qualified; and shall be ineligible to said office for two yenrs next after 
the end of the term for which he was clectel, He may be required by the Governor to 
give reasonable additional security, and in default of so doing tus office shall be deemed 
yacant. 

ELECTION, 


@ 3. An election for Governor, Lieutenint-Governor, Seeretary of State, Auditor of 
Tuolic Accounts and Attorney-Gencral. shall be held on the Tuesday next after the first 
Monday in November, in the year of our Lord 1872, and every four years thereafter; for 
Superintendent of Public instruction, on the Tuesday next after the first Monday of Novem- 
her, in the year 1870, and every four years thereafter; and fur Treasurer on the day last 
above mentioned, and every two years thereafter, at such places and in such manner as may 
be prescribed hy law. 

% 4. The returns of every election for the above name officers shall be sealed up ind 
transmitted, by the returning offizers, to the Secretar of State, directed to “The Speaker 
af the House of Representatives,” who shall, immediately affer the organization of the 
house, and hefore proceeding to uther bus‘ness, open and publish the same in the presence 
of a majority of each house of the general assem! ly, who shall, for that purpose, assemble 
in the hall of the house of representutives, ‘he person having the highest number of votes 
for either of the said offices shall be declared duly clected; but if two or more have an 
equal and the highest number of votes, the general assembly shall, by joint ballot, choose 
one of such persons for said office, Contested elections for ‘all of said offices shall he de- 
termined by both houses of the general assembly, by joint ballot, in such manner as may 
be prescribed by law. : 


ELIGIPILITY. 


5. No person shall he eligible to the office of governor, or lientenant-govemor, who 
shall not have attained the age of 39 years, and been, for five years next preceding his 
clection, a citizen of the United States and of this State, Neither the governor, lreutenant- 
governor, auditor of public accounts, secretary of Site, superintendent of public instruction 
nor attorney general shall be eligible to any other ottice during the period for which he 
shall have been elected. 

GOVERNOR, 


2 6, The supreme executive power shall be vested in the governor, who shall take care 
that the laws be faithfully executed, 

@ 7. The governor shall, at the commencement of each session, and at the close of his 
turm of office, give to the general assembly information, by message, of the condition of the 
State, and shal! recommend such measures as he shall deem expedient, He shall account 
to the general assembly, and accompany his message with a statement of all moneys re- 
ceived and paid out by him from any funds subject to his order, with vouchers, and, at the 
commencement of each regular session, present estimates of the amount of money required 
to be raised by taxation for all purposes, 

48. The governor may, on extraordinary occasions, convene the general assembly, by 
proclamation, stating therein the purpose lor which they are convened; and the general 
assembly shall enter upon no business except that for which they were called together. 

#9. In case of a disazreement between the two houses with respect to the time of adjourn- 
ment, the governor may, on the same being certified to him, by the house first moving the 
adjournment, adjourn the general assembly tu such time as he thinks proper, not beyond the 
first day of the next regular session. i 

@ to, The governor shall nominate, and by and with the advice and consent of the senate 
(a majority of all the senators selected concurring, by yeas and nays,) appoint all officers 


whose offices are established by this constitution, or which may be created by law, and whe 
appvintment or election is not otherwise provided for; and no such officer shall be appointed 
or elected by the general assembly. 

@ 11. In case of a vacancy, during the recess of the senate, in any office which is not 
elective, the governor shall make a temporary appointment until the next meeting of the 
senate, when he shall nominate some person to fill such office; and any person so nominated, 
who is confirmed by the senate (a majority of all the senators elected concurring by yeas and 
nays), shall hold his office during the remainder of the time, and until his successor shall 
be appointed and qualified. No person, after being rejected by the senate, shall be again 
nominated for the same office at the same session, unless at the request of the senate, or be 
appointed to the same office during the recess of the general assembly. 

@4 12, The governor shall have power to remove any officer whom he may appoint, in 
case of incoinpetency, neglect of duty, or malfeasance in offices and he may declare his 
office vacant, and till the same as is herein provided in other cases of vacancy, 

413. The governor shall have power to grant reprieves, commutations and pardons, after 
conviction, for all offences, subject to such regulations as may be provided by law relative ta 
he manner of applying therefor, 

@ 14. The governor shall be commander-in-chief of the military and naval forces of the 
State (except when they shall be called into the service of the United States); and may call 
out the same to execute the laws, suppress insurrection, and repel invasion, 

415. The governor, and all civil officers of this State, shall be liable to impeachment 
for any misdemeanor in office. 


VETO. 


2.16. Every bill passed by the general assemlyly shall, before it becomes a law, be pre- 
sented to the governor. If he approve, he shall sizn it, and thereupon it shall become a laws 
but if he do not approve, he shall return it, with his objections, to the house in which it 
shall have originated, which house shall enter the objections at large upon its journal, and 
proceed to reconsider the Lill. If, then, two-thirds of the members elected agree to pass 
the same, it shall he sent, together with the objections, to the other house, by which it shall 
likewise be reconsidered; and if approved by bwo-thirds of the members elected to that 
house, it shall become a law, notwithstanding the objections of the governor, But in all 
such cases, the vote of each house shall be determined by yeas and nays, to be entered on 
the journal, Any bill which shall not be returned by the governor within ten days (Sundays 
excepted} after it shall have been presented to him, shall hecome a Jaw in like manner as 1f 
he had signed it, unless the gencral assembly shall, by their adjournment, prevent its return; 
in which case it shall be filed, with his objections, in the office of the secretary of state, 
within ten days after such adjournment, or become a law, 


LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR,. 


217. In case of death, conviction on impeachment, failure to qualify, resignation, 
absence from the State, or other disability of the governor, the powers, duties, the emolu- 
ments of the office fur the residue of the term, or until the disability shall be removed, shall 
devolve npon the heutenant-governor, 

q 48. The lieutenant-governor shall he president of the senate, and shall vote only when 
the senate is equally divided. The senate shall choose a president, pro tempore, to preside 
in case of the absence ur impeachment of the lentenant- governor, or when he shall hold the 
office of governor, 

@ 19. Vt there be no lieutenant-governar, or if the lieutenant governor shall, for any of 
the catses specified in 2 17 of this article, become incapable of performing the duties of 
the office, the presilent of the senate shall act as governor until the vacancy is filled or the 
dsahility removed ; and if the president of the senate, for any of the above named canses, 
shall become incapable of performing the duties of governor, the same shall devolve upon 
the speaker of the honse of representatives. 


OTHER STATE OFFICERS. 


@ 20. If the office of auditor of public accounts, treasurer, secretary of State, attorney 
general, or superintendent of public instruction shall be yacated by death, resignation or 
otherwise, it shall be the duty of the governor to fill the same hy appointment, and the 
appointee shall hold his office until his successor shall be elected and qualified in such 
manner as may be provided by Jaw. An account shall be kept by the officers of the execu- 
tive department, and of all the public institutions of the State, of all moneys received or 
disbursed by them, severally, from all sources, and for every service performed, and a semi- 
annual report thereof be made to the governor, under oath; and any officer who makes a 
false report shall be guilty of perjury, and punished accordingly. 

@ 21, The officers of the executive department, and of all the public institutions of the 
State, shall, at least ten days preceding each regular session of the general assembly, severally 
report to the governor, who shall transmit such reports to the general assembly, together 
with the reports of the judges of the supreme court of the defects in the constitution and 
laws; and the governor may at any time require information, in writing, under oath, from 
the officers of the execntive department, and all officers an mangers of state institutions, 
upon any subject relating to the condition, management and expenses of their respective 
offices. 


THE SEAL OF STATE, 


@ 22, There shall be a seal of the State, which shill be called the ® Great seal of the State 
of Tinois,” which shall be kept by the seeretary of State, and used by him, officially, as 
directed by law, 


FEES AND SALARIES. 


2 23. The officers named in this article shall receive for their services a salary, to he estab- 
lished by law, which shall not be increased or diminished during their official terms, and 
they shall not, after the expiration of the terms of those in office at the adoption of this con- 
stitution, receive to their own use any fees, costs, perquisites of office, or other compensa- 
tion, And all fees that may hereafter be payable by law for any service performed by any 
officer provided for in this article of the constitution, shall be paid in advance into the State 
treasury. 


DEFINITION AND OATH OF OFFICE, 


@ 24. An office is a public position created by the constitution or law, continuing during 
the pleasure of the appointing power, or for a fixed time, with a successor elected or 
appointed. An employment is an agency, for a temporary purpose, which ceases when that 
purpose is accomplished. 

@ 25. All civil officers, except members of the general assembly and such inferior officers 
as may be by law exempted, shall, before they enter on the duties of their respective offices, 
take and subscribe the following oath or affirmation: 


I do solemnly swear (or affirm. as the case may be) that T will support the conctitntion of the Un'ted States, 
and the Constitution of the State of Ulinois, and that I will faithtully discharge the duties of the office of 
acesrding to the best of my ability. 


And no other oath, declaration or test shall be required as a qualification, 


ARATVELE Will 
JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT, 


. Judic’al Powers of Courts. | ¢ 13. County Judges—County Clerks. 


1 
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17. Qualification of Judges or Commissioners. 


$1, The judicial powers, except as in this article is otherwise provided, shall be vested in 
one supreme court, circuit courts, county courts, justices of the peace, police magistrates, 
an in such courts as may be created by law in and for cities and incorporated towns, 


SUPREME COURT. 


82. The supreme court shall consist of sevea judges, and shall have original jurisdic- 
tion in cases relating to the revenue, in wandzmus, and Aabeas corpus, and appellate juris- 
diction in all other cases. One of said judzes shall be chief justice; four shall constitute a 
quorum, and the concurrence of four shall be necessary to every decision, 

. No person shall be eligible to the office of judge of the supreme court unless he 
shall be at least 30 years of age, and a citizen of the United Scates, nox unless he shall have 
resided in the State five years next preceding his election, and be a resident of the district 
in which he shall be elected. 

84. Terms of the supreme court shall continue to be held in the present grand divisions 
at the several places now provided for holding the same; and until otherwise provided by 
law, one or more terms of said court shall be held, for the northern division, in the city of 
Chicago, each year, at such times as said court may appoint, whenever said city or the county 
of Cook shall previde appropriate rooms therefor, and the use of a suitable library, without 
expense to the State. The judicial divisions may be altered, increased or diminished in 
number, and the times and places of holding said court may be changed by law. 

@ 5. The present grand divisions shall be preserved, and be denominated Southern, Cen- 
tral and Northern, until otherwise provided by law. The State shall be divided into seven 
districts for the election of judges, and until otherwise provided by law, they shall be as 
follows : 

First District—The counties of St, Clair, Clinton, Washington, Jefferson, Wayne, 
Edwards, Wabash, White, Hamilton, Franklin, Perry, Randolph, Monroe, Jackson, Wilham- 
soa, Saline, Gallatin, 1Tardin, Pope, Union, Johnson, Alexander, Pulaski and Massac. 

Second District—The counties of Madison, Bond, Marion, Clay, Richland, Lawrence, 
Crawford, Jasper, Effingham, Fayette, Montgomery, Macoupin, Shelby, Cumberland, Clark, 
Greene, Jersey, Calhoun and Christian. 

Third District-—The counties of Sangamon, Macon, Logan, De Witte, Piatt, Douglas, 
Champaign, Vermilion, McLean, Livingston, Ford, Iroquois, Coles, Edgar, Moultrie, and 
Tazewell. 

Fourth Distric?.—The counties of Fulton, MeDonongh, Hancock, Schnyler, Brown, 
Adams, Pike, Mason, Menard, Morgan, Cass and Scott. 

Fifth District—The counties of Knox, Warren, Henderson, Mercer, Henry, Stark, 
Peoria, Marshall, Putnam, Bureau, Lasalle, Grundy and Woodford. 

Sixth District.—The counties of Whiteside, Carroll, Jo Daviess, Stephenson, Winnebazo, 
Boone, McHenry, Kane, Kendall, De Kalb, Lee, Ogle and Rock Island, 

Seventh District.—The counties of Lake, Cook, Will, Kankakee and Du Pazze. 

The boundaries of the districts may be changed at the session of the general assem!ly 
next preceding the election for judges herein, and at no other time; but whenever such 
alterations shall be made, the same shall be upon the rule of equality of population,as nearly 
as county boundaries will allow, and the districts will be composed of contiguous counties, 
in as nearly compact form as circumstances will permit. The alteration of the districts 
shall not affect the tenure of office of any judge. 

6, At the time of voting on the adoption of this constitution, one judze of the supreme 
court shall be elected by the electors thercof, in each of said districts numbered two, three, 
six, and seven, who shall hold his office for the term of nine years from the first Monday of 
June, in the year of our Lord 1870. The term of office of judges of the supreme court, 
elected after the adoption of this constitution, shall be nine years ; and on the first Monday 
of June of the year in which the term of any of the judges in office at the adoption of this 
constitution, or of the judges then elected, shall expire, and every nine years thereafter, 
there shall be an election for the successor or snccessors of such judges, in the respective 
districts wherein the term of such judges shall expire. The chief justice shall continue to 
act as such until the expiration of the term for which he was elected, after which the judges 
shall choose one of their number chief ju.tice, 

27. From and after the adoption of this constitution, the judges of the supreme court 
shall each receive a salary of $4,000 per annum, payable quarterly, until otherwise provided 
by law. And after said salaries shall be fixed by law, the salaries of the judges in office 
shall not be increased or diminished during the terms for which said judges have been 
elected, 

48. Appeals and writs of error may be taken to the supreme court, held in the grand 
division in which the case is decided, or, by consent of the parties, to any other grand 
division. 

29. The supreme court shall appoint one renorter of its decisions, who sball hold his 
office for six years, subject to removal by the court, 

$10, At the t me of the election for representatives in the general assembly, happening 
next preceding the expiration of the terms of office of the present clerks of said cou t, one 
clerk of said court for each division shall be elected, whose term of office shall be six years 
from said election, but who shall not enter upon the duties of his office until the expiration 
of the term of his predecessor, and every six years thereafter, one clerk of said court for 
each division shall be elected, 


APPELLATE COURTS. 


@11. After the year of our Lord 1874, inferior appellate comts, of uniform organization 
and jurisdiction, may be created in districts formed for that purpose, to which such appeals 
and writs of error as the general assembly may provide, may be prosecuted from ciremtt and 
other courts, and from which appeals and writs of error shall lie to the supreme court, in 
all criminal cases, and cases in which a franchise, or freehold, or the validity of astatute is 
involved, and in such other cases as my be provided by law, Such appellate courts shall 
be held by such number of judges of the circuit courts, and at such times and places, and 
in such manner, as may be provided hy law; but no judge shall sit in review upon cases 
decided Ly him; nor sballsaid judges receive any additional compznsstion for such services. 


CIRCUIT COURTS, 


212. The cirenit courts shall have original jurisdiction of all causes in law and equity, 
and such appellate jurisdiction as is or may be provided by law, and shall hold two or more 
terms each year in every county. The terms of offce of judges of circuit courts shall Le 
six years. 

$13. The State, exclusive of the county of Cook and other counties having a popula- 
tion of 109,000, shall be divided into judicial circuits, prior to the expiration of the terms 
of office cf the present judges of the circuit courts. Such circuits shall be formed of con- 
tiguous counties, in as nearly compact form and as nearly equal as circumstances will permit, 
having due regard to business, territory and population, ani! shall not exceed in number one 
circuit for every 100,000 of population in the State. One judge shall be elected for each of 
said circuits by the electors thereof. New circuits may be formed and the boundaries of 
circuits changed by the general assembly, at its session next preceding the election for circuit 
judges, but at no other time: Provided, that the circuits may be equalized or changed at the 
first session of the general assembly, after the adoption of this constitution. The creation 
alteration or change of any circuit shall not affect the tenure of office of any judge, When- 
ever the business of the circuit court of any one, or of two or more contiguous counties, 
containing a population exceeding 50,000, shall occupy nine months of the year, the general 
assembly may make of such county, or counties, a separate circuit. Whenever additional 
circuits cre created, the foregoing limitutions shall be observed, 

414. The general assembly shall provide for the times of holding courts in each county ; 
which shall not be changed, except by the general assembly next preceding the general 
election for judges of said courts; but additional terms may be provided for in any county. 
The election for judges of the circuit courts shall be held on the first Monday of June, in the 
year of our Lord 1573, and every six years thereaftcr. 

215. The general assembly may divide the State into judicial circuits of greater popu- 
lation and territory, in lieu of the circuits provided for in section 13 of this article, and 
provide for the election therein, severally, by the electors thereof, by general ticket, of not 
exceeding four judges, who shall hold the circuit courts in tbe circuit for which they shall 
be elected, in such manner as may be provided by law, 

2 16 From and after the adoption of this constitution, judges of the circuit courts shall 
receive a salary of $3,000 per annum, payable quarterly, until otherwise provided by lw. 
And after their salaries shall be fixed by law, they shall not be increased or diminished 
during the terms for which said judges shall he, respectively, electea; and from aud after 
the adoption of this constitution, no judge of the supreme or circuit court shall receive any 
other compensation, perquisite or benefit, in any form whatsoever, nor perform any other 
than judicial duties to which may belong any emoluments. 

17. No person shall be eligible to the office of judge of the circuit or any inferior 
court, or to membership in the ‘‘ board of county commissioners,” unless he shall be at leist 
25 years of age, and a citizen of the United States, nor unless he shall have resided in this 
State five years next preceding his election, and be a resident of the circuit, county, city, 
cities, or incorporated town in which he shall be elected. 


COUNTY COURTS: 


2.18. There shall be elected in and for each county, one county judge and one clerk of 
the county court, whose terms of office shall be four years. But the general assembly may 
create districts of two or more contiguous counties, in each of which shall be elected one 
judge, who shall take the place of, and exercise the powers and jurisdiction of county judges 
in such districts, County courts shall be courts of record, and shall have original jurisdic- 
tion in all matters of probate; setilement of estates of deceased persons; appointment of 
guardians and conservators, and settlements of their accounts; in all matters relating to 
apprentices; and in proceedings for the collection of taxes and assessments, and such other 
jurisdiction as may be provided for by general law. 

219. Appeals and writs of error shall be allowed from final determinations of county 
courts, as may be provided by law, 


PROBATE COURTS. 


320, The general assembly may provide for the establishment of a probate court in each 
county having a population of over 50,000, and fur the election of a judge thereof, whose 
term of office shall be the same as that of the county judge, and who shall be elected at the 
same time and inthe same manner, Said courts, when established, shall have original 
jurisdiction of all probate matters, the setts-ment of estates of deceased persons, the appoint. 
ment of suardians and conservators, and settlement of their accounts ; in all matters relating 
to apprentices, and in cases of the sales of real estate of deczased pecsons for the payment 
of debts, 


JUSTICES OF THE PEACE AND CONSTABLES. 


321, Justices of the peace, police magistrates, and constables shall be elected in and for 
such districts as are, or may be, provided by law, and the jurisdiction of such justices of the 
peace and police magistrates shall be uniform. 


STATE’S ATTORNEYS. 


$22. Atthe election for members of the general assembly in the year of our Lord 1872. 
and every four years thereafter, there shall be elected a State's attorney in and for each 
county, in lieu of the State’s attorneys now provided by law, whose term of office shall be 
four years. 


COURTS OF COOK COUNTY, 


323. The county of Cook shall he one judicial circuit. The circuit court of Cook 
county shall consist of five judges, until their number shall be increased, as herein provided, 
The present judge of the recorder’s court of the city of Chicago, and the present judge of 
the circuit court of Cook county, shall be two of said judges, and shall remain in office for 
the terms for which they were respectively elected, and until their successors shal] be elected 
and qualified, The superior court of Chicago shall be continned, and called the superior 
court of Cook county, Tle general assembly may increase the number of said judges by 
adding one to either of said courts for every additional 50,000 inhabitans in said county, 
over and above a population of 409,000, The terms of otfice of the judges of said courts 
hereafter elected, shall be six years, 

24. The judze having the shortest unexpired term shall be chief justice of the court 
of which heis judge. In case there are two or more whose terms expjre at the same tiine, 
it may be determined by lot which shall be chef justice. Any judge of vither of said 
courts shall have all the powers of a circuit judge, and mty hold the court of which he is a 
member. Each of them may hold a different branch thereof at the same time, 

25, The judges of the superior and circuit courts, and the Stats’s attorney, in said 
county, shall receive the same salaries, payable ‘out of the State treasury, as is or may be 
piid from said treasury to the circuit judges and State’s attorneys of the State, and such 
further compensation, to be paid by the county of Cook, as ts or may be provided by law; 
such compensation shall not he changed during their continuance in office. 

2 26, The recorder’s court of the city of Chicago shall be continued, and shall be called 
the ‘criminal court of Cook county.” It shall have the jurisdiction of a circuit court, in 
atl cases of criminal and gvasi criminal nature, arising in the county of Coot, or that may 


uant to law; and all recognizinces and appeals taken in 
said county, i criminal and gees? criminal cases shall be returnable and taken to es a 
It shall have no jurisdiction in cisil cases, EXE pt in those on hehalf of the people, anc 
incident to such cuuuinal or gutast criminal miiters, and to dispose of unfinished business. 
The terms of said criminal cont of Cook county shall be held by one or more of the judges 
of the circuit or sapenor court of Cook county, as nearly as may he in NSE, a 
he determined by suid judge>, or prov ided by law. Said judges shall be er-offozo judges o 
said cunt. 

@ 27. The present clerk o 


Le branght before said court purs 


f the recorder’s court of the city of Chicago, shall he the clerk 
of the ctimmal court of Cuvk county, during the term tor which he was electeil. The 
present clerks of the snperior court of Chicago, and the present clerk of the circutt court of 
Cook county, shall continue in office during the terms fur which they were respectively 
elected; and thereafter there shall be but one chrk of the superior court, to he electen by 
the qualified electors of said county, w ho shall hold his olfice for the term of four years, and 
until his successor is elected amt qualuted, ne : 

2$, All justices of the peace in the city of Chicago shall be appointed by the governor, 
by and with the advice and consent of the senate, (but only upon the recommendation of a 
mijority of the judges of the circuit, superior and county courts, } and for such districts as 
are now or shall hereafter be provided by law, ‘They shall hold their ofhces for four years, 
and until their successors have been commissioned and qualified, but they may be removed 
by summary proceedings in the circuit or superior court, for extartion or omnes malfeasance: 
Existing justices of the jeace and police magistrates may hold their offices until the 


expiration of their respective terms, 


GENERAL PROVISIONS. 


% 29. All judicial officers shall be commissioned by the governor, All laws rela‘ing to 
cours shall be general, and of uniform operation ; and the organization, jurisdiction, powers, 
all courts, of the same class or grade, so far as regulated by law, 


roceedings and practice of 
a ‘ : sever ally 


and the force and effect of the process, judgments and decrees of such courts, 
shall be uniform, ’ ; 

4 30. The general assembly may, for cause entered on the journals, upon due notice and 
opdortunity of defense, remove from office any judge, upon concurrence of three-fourths of 
ail the members elected, of each honse, All other officers in this article mentioned, shall 
be removed from office on prosecution and Anal conviction, for misdemeanor in office, 

431. All judges of courts of record, inferior to the supreme court, shall, on or before 
the first day of June, of each year, report in writing to the judyes of the supreme court. 
such defects and omissions in the laws as their experience may suggest; and the judges of 
the supreme court shall, on or before the first day of January of each year, report in writing 
to the governor such defects and omissions in the constitution and laws as they may hnd to 
exist, together with appropriate forms of bills to cure such defects and omissions in the 
laws. And the judges of the several circuit courts shall report to the next yeneral assembly 
the number of days they have held court in the several cuunties composing their respective 
cireuils, the preceding two years, : : ; : i 

32. All officers provided for in this article -hall holil their offices until their successors 
shall be qualifed, and they shall, respectively, reside in the drivivion, circuit, county or dis- 
trict for which they may be elected or appointed. The terms of office of all such officers, 
where not otherwne prescribed in this article, shall be four years, All officers, where not 
otherwise provided for in this article, shall perfurm such duties and receive such compensa- 
tion as is or may be provided by law. Vacancies in such elective offices shall be filled by 
election ; but where the unexpired term does not exceed one year, the vacancy shall he filled 
by appuintment, as follows; Of judges, by the governor; of clerks of courts, hy the court 
to which the office appertains, or by the judge or judges thereof; and of all such other 
officers, by the board of supervisors or board of county commissiuners in the county where 
the vacancy occurs. 

233. All process shall runs J the name of the Peofle of the State of Illinois: and all 
pro-ecutions shall be ctrried on; Jn the name and by the authority of the People of th: State 
of Mlinois; and conclude: Against the peace and diynity of the same, © Population.” 
wherever used in this article, shall be determined by the next preceding census of this State, 
or of the United States, 

ARTICLE. Vil. 

SUFFRAGE, 

25. Soldier not Deemed a Resident. 


¢ 6 Quaiifications fur Office. 
@7- Persons Convicted of Crime. 


x, Who are Entitied t9 Vote. 

2, All Voting to be by Ballot, 
#3. Privileges uf Eiectors. 

4 Absence ou Pubhe Business. 
31. Every person having resided in this State one year, in the county 90 days, and in 
the election district 30 days next preceding any election therein, who was an electar in this 
State onthe first day of April, in the year of our Lord 1848, or obtained a certificate of 
naturalization before any court of revord in this State prior to the first day of January, in 
the year of our Lord 1870, or who shall be a male citizen of the United States, above the 
age of 21 years, shall be entitled to vote at such election, 

3 2. All votes shall be hy bailot. 

@ 3. Electors shall, in all cases except treason, felony, or breach of the peace, be privi- 
leged from arrest during their attendance at elections, and in going to and returning from 
the same, And no elector shall he obliged to do military duty on the days of clection, 
except in time of war or public danger, 

@4. No elector shall be deemed to have lost his residence in this State by reason of his 
absence on business of the United States, or of this State, cr in the military or naval service 
of the United States, 

45. No soldier, seaman or marine in the army or navy of the United States shall be 
deemed a resident of this State in consequence of being stationed therein, 

@ 6. No person shall be elected or appointed. to any office in this Siate, civil or military, 
who is not a citizen of the Umted States, and who shall not have resided in this State one 
year next preceding the election or appointment, 

@7. The general assembly shall pass laws excluding from the rigbt of suffrage persons 
convicted of infamous crimes, 


ARTICLE VIII. 
EDUCATION, 
¢ 3. Free Schools Established. 


2. Gifts or Grants in aid of Scho-ls, 


5 4. School Officers not Tnterested, 
¢ 3. Public Schouls nut tu be Sectarian, 


5. County Superintendent of Schools. 


3 1. The gener.tl assembly shall provide a thorough and efficient system of free schools, 
whereby all children of this State may receive a good common school education. 

@ 2. All lands, moneys, or other properties, donated, granted or received for school, col- 
lege, seminary or university purposes, and the proceeds thereof, shall be faithfully applied 
to the objects for which such gifts or grants were made. 

@ 3. Neither the general assembly nor any county, city, town, township, school district, 
or other public corporation, shall ever make any appropriation or pay from any public funil 
whatever, anything in aid of any church or sectarian purpose, or to help support or sustain 
any school, academy, seminary, college, university, or other literary or scientific institution, 


controlled by any church or sectarian denomination whatever; nor shall any grant or don 
tion of land, money, or other personal property ever be made by the State or any suc 
public corporation, to any church, or for any sectarian purpose, 

@ 4. No teacher, State, county, township, or district school officer shall be interested i 
the sale, procecds or profits of any bvol., apparatus or furniture, used or to be used, in any 
school in this State, with which such officer or teacher may be connected, under suc 
penalties as may be provided by the general assembly. 

@ 5. There may be a county superintendent of schools in each county, whose qualifica. 
tions, powers, dluties, compensation and time and manner of election, and turm of of office 
shall be prescribed by law. 


ARTICLE IX. 
REVENUE, 


. Principles of Taxation Stated 


Fi 7 Taxes paid into State Treasury. 
2. Other and further ‘Vuxatien. 8 Limitation on County Taxes. 
@ 3 Property Exempt from ‘I tion, @ 9. Local Municipal Improvements. 
@ 4. Sale of Real Vroperty for Taxes. ¢ 1. Taxation of Municipal Corporations, 
3 5. Righcof Re lemption there/rom. ¢ 11. I efaulter not ta be Fligib’e. 
é 6. Release from ‘Laxation Forbidden, @ 12, Limitation on Municipal Indebtedness, 


2 1. The general assembly shall provide such revenne as may be needful by levying a ta 
hy valuation, so that every persun and corporation shall pay a tax in proportion to the valu 


of his, her or its property—such value to be ascertained by some person or persons, to be 
elected or appointed in such manner as the general assembly shall direct, and not otherwise ; 
but the general assembly shall have power to tax peddlers, auctioneers, brokers, hawkers, 
merchants, commis ion merchants, showmen, jugglers, inn-keepers, grocery keepers, liquor 


7 


dealers, toll bridges, ferries, insurance, telegraph and express interests or business, venders 
of patents, and persons or corporations owning or using franchises and privileges, in such 


manner as it shall [rom time to time direct by general law, uniform as to the class npon 


which it operates. 
@ 2. The specification of the objects anid subjects of taxation shall not deprive the genera 


assembly of the power ta require other subjects or objects to be taxed in such a manner as 


may be consistent wih the principles of taxation fixed in this constitution, 


3. The properties of the State, counties and other municipal corporations, both real 


and personal, and such other property as may be used exclusively for agricultural and horti- 


cultural societies, for school, religions, cemetery and charitable purposes, may be exempted 
In the assessment of real 


from taxation; but such exemption shall be only by general law. 
estate encumbered by public easement, any depreciation occasioned by such easement may 
be deducted in the valuation of such property, 


2 4. The general assembly shall provide, in all cases where it may be necessary to sell 


real estate for the non-payment of taxes or special assessments for State, county, municipal 


or other purposes, that a return of such unpaid taxes or assessments shall be to some general 


officer of the county having authority to receive State and county taxes; and there shall b 
no sale of said property for any of saia taxes or assessments but by said officer, upon the 
order or judgment of some court of record, 


@ 5. The right of redemption from all sales of real estate for the non-payment of taxes 


or special assessments of any character whatever, shall exist in favor of owners and persons 
interested in such real estate, for a period cf not less than two years from such sales thereof. 
And the general assembly shall provide by law for reasonable notice to be given to the 
owners or parties interested, by publication or otherwise, of the fact of the sale of the prop- 
erty for such taxes or asse-sment., and when the time of redemption shall expire: Provided, 
that occupants shall in all cases be served with personal notice before the trme of redemp- 
ton expires. 

4 6. The general assembly shall have no power to release or discharge any county, city, 
township, town or district whatever, or the inhabitants thereof or the property therein, from 
their or its proportionate share of taxes to be levied for State purposes, nor shall commuta- 
tion for such taxes he authorized in any form whatsoever. 

@ 7. All taxes levied for State purposes shall be paid into the State treasury, 

q 8. County authorities shall never assess taxes the aggregate of which shall exceed 75 
cents per $100 valuation, except for the payment of indebtedness existing at the adoption 
of this constitution, unless authorized by a vote of the people of the county, 

29. The general assembly may vest the corporate authorities of cities, towns, villages, 
with power to make Incal improvements by special assessment or by special taxation of con- 
tiguous property or otherwise, For all other corporate purposes, all municipal corporations 
may be vested with authority to assess and collect taxes; but such taxes shall be uniform in 
respect to persons and property, with the jurisdiction of the body imposing the same, 

¢ to, The general assembly shall not impose taxes upon municipal corporations, or the in- 
habitants or property thereof, for corporate purposes, but shall require that all the taxable 
property within the limits of municipal corporations shall be taxed for the payment of debts 
contracted under authority of law, such taxes to be uniform in respect to persons and prop- 
erty, within the jurisdiction of the body imposing the same, Private property shall not be 
liable to be taken or sold for the payment of the corporate debts of a municipal corporation, 

211. No person who is in default, as a collector or custodian of money or property belongs 
inz to a municipal corporation, shall be eligible to any office in or under such corporation, 
The fees, salary or compensation cf no municipal officer who is elected or appointed for a 
definite term of office, shall be increased or diminished during such term, 

412. No county, city, township, school district, or other municipal corporation, shall be 


allowed to become indebted in any manner or for any purpose, to an amount, including ex-— 


ising indebtedness, in the aggregate exceeding five per centum on the valne of the taxable 
property therein, to be ascertained by the Ja-t assessment for State and county taxes, previous 
to the incurring of such indebtedness, Any county, city, school district, or other municipal 
corporation, incurring any indebtedness as aforesaid, shall before, or at the time of doing 
so, provide for the collection of a direct annual tax sufficient to pay the interest on such 
debt as it falls due, and also to pay and discharge the principal thereof within twenty years 
from the time of contracting the same. This section shall not be construed to prevent any 
county, city, township, school district, or other municipal corporation from issuing theit 
bonds in compliance with any vote of the people which may have been had prior to thg 
adoption of this constitution in pursuance of any law providing therefor, 


ARTICLE! X. 


COUNTIES. 

1, Formation of New Connties. 8. County Officers—Terms of Office. 

2. Division of any County. g. Salaries and Fees in Ccok County, 
43. Terre ry stricken frum a County, ro. Sala ies fixed by County Board 

4. Removal of 2 County Seat. 11, Township Officers—Special Laws. 
5 «, Method of County Government. 12, All Future Fees Uniform, 
26. Loard of Co nty Commissioners. ¢ 13. Sworn Reports of all Fees. 
5 jz County affairs in Cusk County. 


41, No new county shall be formed or established by the general assembly, which wil 
reduce the county or counties, or eilher of them, from which it shall be taken, to less con- 
tents than 4oo square miles; nor shall any county be formed of Jess contents ; nor shall an 
line thereof pass within less than ten miles of any county seat of the county, or counties 
proposed to be divided. 


: 


@ 2. No county shall be divided, or have any part stricken therefrom, without submitting 
the question to a vote of the people of the county, nor unless a majority of all the legal 
voters of the county, voting on the question, shall vote fur the same, 

@ 3. There shall be no territory stricken from any county, unless a majority of the voters 
living in such territory shall petition for such division; and no territory shall be added to 
any county without the consent of the majurity of the voters of the county to which it is 
proposed to be added. But the portion so stricken off and ad:led to another county, or 
formed in whole or in part into a new county, shall be holden for, and ob.iged to pay its 
proportion of indebtedness of the county from which it has been taken. 


COUNTY SEATS. 

@ 4. No county seat shall be removed until the point to which itis proposed to be removed 
shall be fixed in pursuance of law, and three-fiths of the voters of the county, to be ascer- 
tained in such manner as shall be provided by general law, shall have voted in favor of its 
removal to such point; and no person shall vote on such question who has not resided in the 
county six months, and in the election precinct ninety days next preceding such election. 
The question of the removal of a county seat shall not be oftener submitted than once in 
ten years, toa vote of the people. But when an attempt is made tu remove the ¢ mnty seat 
to a point nearer to the centre of a county, then a majority vote only shall be necessary. 


COUNTY GOVERNMENT, 


@ 5. The general assembly shall provide, by general law, for township organization, under 
which any county may organize whenever a majority ol the legal yoters of such county, 
voting atany general election, shall so determine, and whenever any county shall adopt 
township organization, so much of this constiiution as provides for the management of the 
fiscal concerns of the said county by the board of county commissioners, may he dispensed 
with, and the affairs of sail cowity muy be transacted in such manner as the general assem- 
bly may provide, And in any county that shall have adopted a township organization, the 
question of continuing the same may be submitted to a vote of the electors of such county, 
at a general election, in the minner that now is or may be provided by law; and if a ma- 
jority of all the votes cast upon that question shall be against township organization, then 
such organization shall cease in said county; and all laws in force in relation to counties not 
having township organization, shall immedi ttely take effect and be in force in such county. 
No two townships shall have the same name, and the day of holding the annual township 
meeting shall be uniform throughout the State, 

2 6. At the first election of county judges under this constitution, there shall he elected 
in each of the counties in this State, not under township orzanizition, three officers, who 
shall be styled * The board of county commissioners,” who shall hold sessions for the trans- 
action of county business as shall be provided by law. One of said commissioners shall 
hold his office for one year, one for two years, and one for three years, to be determined by 
lot; and every year thereafter one such officer shall be elected in each of said counties for 
the term of three years. 

37. The county affairs of Cook county shall be managed by a hoard of commissioners of 
fifteen persons, ten of whom shall he elected from the city of Chicago, and five from towns 
outside of said city, in such manner as may be provided by law, 


COUNTY OFFICERS AND THEIR COMPENSATION, 


@ 8. In each county there shall be clected the ful'owing county officers: County judge. 
sharif, comity clerk, clerk of the circuit court, (who may be ex-ofeto recorder of deeds, ex- 
cept in counties having 60,000 and mure inhabitants, in which counties a recorder of deeds 
shall be elected at the general election in the year of our Lord 1872.) treasurer, surveyor, 
and coroner, each of whom shall enter upon the duties of his office, respectively, on the list 
Monday of December after their election; and they shall hold their respective offices for 
the term of four years, except the treasurer, sheriff and coroner, who shall hold their office 
for two years, and until their successors shall be elected and qualitied, 

8 9. The clerks of all the courts of record, the treasurer, sheriff, coroner and recorder of 
deeds of Cook county, shall receive as their only compensation for their services, salaries ta 
be fixed by law, which shall in no case be as much as the lawful compensation of a judge of 
the circuit court of said county, and shall be paid, respectively, only out of the fees of the 
office actually collected. All fees, perquisites and emoluments (above the amount of said 
salaries} shall be paid into the county treasucy, The number of the deputies and assistants 
of such officers shall be determined by rule of the ciicuit court, to be entcred of record, and 
their conipensation shall be determined by the county board, 

Io, The county board, except as provided in 39 of this article, shall fix the compensa- 
tion of all county officers, with the amount of their necessary clerk hire, stationery, fuel and 
other expenses, and in all cases where fees are provided for, said compensation shall be paid 
only out of, and shall in no instance exceed, the fees actually collected ; they shall not allow 
either of them more per annum than $1,500, in counties not exceeding 20,000 inhabitants ; 
$2,000 in counties containing 20,000 and not exceeding 30,000 inhabitants ; $2,500 in coun- 
ties containing 30,000 and not exceeding §0,000 inhabitants; $3,000 in counties containing 
50,000 and not exceeding 70,000 inhabitants , 53,500 in counties containing 70,000 and not 
exceeding 100,000 inhabitants ; and $4 000 in counties containing over 100,000 and not ex- 
ceeding 250,000 inhabitants ; and not more than $1,000 additional compensation for each ad- 
ditional 100,000 inhabitants: /rovided, that the compensation of no officer shall be increased 
or diminished during his term of office. All fees or allowances by them received, in excess 
of their said compensation, shall be paid into the county treasury, 

211. The fees of township officers, and of each class of county officers, shall be uniform 
in the class of counties to which they respectively belong. The conipensation herein pro- 
vided for shall apply only to officers hereafter elected, but all fees established by special laws 
shall cease at the adoption of this constitution, and such officers shall receive only such fees 
as are provided by general law. . ; ; 

2 12. All laws fixing the fees of State, county and township officers, shall terminate with 
the terms, respectively, of those who may be in office at the mecting of the first general 
assembly after the adoption of this constitution; and the general assembly shall, by general 
law, uniform in its operation, provide for and regulate the fees of said officers and their suc- 
cessors, $0 as to reduce the same to a reasonable compensation for services actually rendered. 
But the general assembly may, by general law, classify the counties by population into not 
more than three classes, and regulate the fees according to class, This article shall not be 
construed as depriving the general assembly of the power to reduce the fees of existing 
officers, ; ; ; 

2 13. Every person who is elected or appointed to any office in this State, who shall be 
‘paid in whole or in part by fees, shall be required by law to make a semi-annual report, under 
oath to some officer to be designated by law, of all his fees and emoluments, 


ARTIGEE Sl: 


CORPORATIONS. 


g. Railroad Office—Books and Records. 
Personal Property of Katlroads. 
Consolidations Forbidden. 

Railroacs deemed Highways—Rates Fixed. 
Stocks, Bones and Dividends. 

14. Power over existing Companies, 

Freight and Passenger Tariff reg lated. 


Fstablished only by General Laws. 
Existing Charters—How Fortcited. 
3. Election of Directors or Manag rs. 
Construction of Sirect Ratlroads. 


FQEOS 
ase 


5. State Bank Forbidden—General Law. 
6 Liability of Bank stockholder, 

7. 
8, 


FOTONrra ONS 
p 


. S spensioa of Specie Payment, 
. Of a General Ba.king Law. 


% 1. No corporation shall Le created by special laws, or its charter extended, changed or 
amended, except tho-e for charitable, educational, penal or reformatory purposes, which are 
' to be and remtin under the patronage and control of the State, but the general assembly 
shall provide, by general law, for the organization of all corporations hereafter to be created, 

@ 2 All existing charters or grants of special or exclusive privileges, under which organi- 
zation shall not have taken place, or which shall not have been in operation within teu days 
fron the time this constitution takes effect, shall thereafter have no validity or edect wh ut- 
ever. 

@ 3. The general assembly shall provide, by law, that in alt elections for directors or 
manayers of incorporated companies, every stockholder sh ll have the right to vote, in person 
or hy proxy, forthe number of shares of stock owned by him, fur as many persons as there are 
directors or minagers to be elected, or to cumulate sid shares, and give one candidate as 
many votes as the number of directors multiplied by the number of his shares of stock, shall 
equal, or to distribute them on the same principle among as many candidates as he shall 
think fit; and such directors or managers shall not be elected in any other manner. 

@ 4. No laws shall be passed by the general assembly, granting the right to construct and 
operate a street railroad within any city, town, or incorporated village, without requiring the 
consent of the local authorities having the control of the street or highway proposed to be 
occupied by such street railroad, 


BANKS. 


2 5. No State bank shall hereafter he created, nor shall the State own or be liable for any 
stock in any corporation or joint stock company or association for banking purposes, 1ow 
created, or ta be hereafter created, No act of the general assembly anthorizins or creating 
corporations or asssociations, with banking powers, whether of issue, deposit or discount, nor 
amendments thereto, shall go into effect or in any manner be in force unless the same shall 
be submitted to a vote of the people at the general election next succeeding the passage of 
| the same, and be approved by a majority of all the votes cast at such election for or against 
such law. 

4 6. Every stockholder in a banking corporation or institution shall be individually respon- 
sible and hable to its creditors over and above the amount of stock by him or her held, to 
an amount equal to his or her respective shares so bela, for all its liabilities accruing while 
he or she remains such a stockholder. 

27. The suspension of specie payments by banking institutions, or their circulation, 
created by the laws of this State, shall never be permitted or sanctivned. Every banking 
association now, or which may hereafter be, orgamized under the the laws of this State, shall 
make and publish a fall and accurate quarterly statement of its affairs, (which shall be cer- 
tified to, under oath, by one or more of its olficers,) as may be provided by law. 

@ 8. Ifa general banking law shall be enacted, it shall provide for the registry and counter- 
signing, hy an officer of state, of ail bills or paper credit, designed to circulate as money, 
and require security, to the full amount thereof, to he deposited with the State treasurer, in 
United States or Illinois State stocks, to be rated at ten per cent, below their par value; 
and in case of a depreciation of said stocks to the amount of ten per cent. below par, the 
bank or banks owning said stocks shall be required to make up said deficiency, by deposit- 
ing additional stocks. And said law shall also provide for the recording of the names of 
all stockholders in such corporations, the amount of stock held by each, the time of any 
transfer thereof, and to whom such transfer is made. 


RAILROADS, 


29. Every railroad corporation organized or doing business in this State, under the laws 
or authority thereof, shall have and maintain a public office or place in this State fer the 
transaction of its business, where transfers of stock shall be made, and ia which shall be 
' kept for public inspection, books, in which shall be 1eco:ded the amount of capital steck sub- 
| sertbed, and by whom; the names of the owners of stock and amount by them respectively, 

the amount of stock paid in and by whom, the transfers of said stock ; the amount of its assets 
) and liabilities, and the names and place of residence of its officers, The directors of every 
| railroad corporation shall, annually, make a report, under oath, to the auditor of public ac- 
counts, or same officer to be designated by law, of all their acts and duings, which report shall 
include such matters relating to railroads as may be prescribed by law, And the general 
assembly shal! pass Jaws enforcing by suitable penalties the provisions of this section. 

@ 10, The rolling stock, and all other movable property belonging to any railroad company 
or corporation in this State, shall be considered personal property, and shall be liable to ex- 
ecution and sale in the same manner as the personal property of individuals, and the gen- 
eral assembly shall pass no Jaw exempting any such property from execution and sale. 

@ 11. No railroad corporation shall consolidate its stock, property or franchises with any 
other railroad corporation owning a parallel or competing line; and in no case shail any 
consolidation take place except upon public notice given, of at least sixty days, to all stock- 
holders, in such manner as may be provided by law. A majority of the directors of any 
railroad corporation, now incorporated or hereafter to be incurporated by the laws of the 
State, shall be citizens and residents of this State, 

3 12. Railways heretofore ccnstructed, or that may hereafter be constructed in this State, 
are hereby declared public highways, and shall be free to all persons jor the transportation ut 
their persons and property thereon, under such regulations as may be prescribed by law, 
And the general assembly shall, from time to time, pass laws establishing reasonable maxi- 
mum rates of charges for the transpertation of passengers and freight on the different rail- 
roads in this State. 

¢ 13. No railroad corporation sha‘l issue any stock or bonds, except for money, labor or 
property, actually received, ond applied to the purposes for which such corporation was 
created ; and all stock dividends, and other fictitious increase of the capital stock or indcht- 
edness of any such corporation, shall be void. The capital stock of no railroad corporation 
shall be increased for any purpose, except upon giving sixty days’ public notice, in such man- 
ner as inay be provided by law, 

@ 14. The exercise of the power, and the right of eminent domain shall never be so con- 
strued or abridged as to prevent the taking, by the general assembly, of the property and 
franchises of incorporated companies already organized, and subjecting them to the public 
necessity the same as of individuals. The right of trial by jury shall be held inviolate in 
all trials of claims for compensation, when, in the exercise of the said right of eminent do- 
main, any incorporated company shall be interested either for or against the exercise of said 
right, 
= 15. The general assembly shall pass laws to correct abuses and prevent unjust discrimin- 
ation and extortion in the rates of freight and passenger tariffs on different railroads in 
this State, and enforce such laws, by adequate penalties, to the extent, if necessary for that 
| purpose, of forfeiture of their property and franchises. 


ARTICLE NIL. 


MILITIA. 
| 4. Privilege from Arrest, 


5. Records, Banoers and Relics. 
5. Exempt oa from militia duty. 
@ 1. The militia of the State of Illinois shall consist of all able-bodied male persons, resi- 
dent in the State, between the ages of eighteen and forty-five, except such persons as now 
are, or hereafter may be, exempted by the laws of the United States, or of this State, 


1. Persons composing the Militia. | 
2. Organization—kquipment—Disc pine, 
¢ 3. Commissions of Officers. 


42. The general as- mbly, in providing for the organization, equipment and discipline of 
the militia, shall conform as nearly as practicable to the regalatioas for the government of 
the armies of the United States. 

2 3. All militia officers shall be commissioned by the governor, and may hold their com- 
nissiuns for such times as the general assembly may provide. 

@ 4. The militia shall, in all cases, except treason, felony or breach of the peace, be privi- 
leved from arrest duving their attendance at musters and elections, and in gomg to and re- 
turning from the same, 

5. The mihtary records, banners and relics of the State, shall be preserved as an endur- 
ing memorial of the patriotism and valor of Hmois, and it shall he the duty of the general 
assembly to provide by law for the safe keeping of the same, 

6, No person having conscientions scruples against bearing arms, shall he compelled to 
do militia duty ia time of peace: Provided, such person shall pay an equivalent for such ex- 
emption. 


Ss 


ARTHGEIE ATL, 


WAREIIOUSES, 


¢ 1, What deemed Public Warehouses, ¢ 5. Delivery of Grain by Railroads. 

¢ 2. Sworn weekly statements required, ¢ 6. Powerand Duty of the Legisliture, 

¢ 3. Examination of propeny stored, ¢@ 7- iain Inspection—Protection of Dealers, 
¢ 4. Carriers to deliver full Weight. 


3 1. All elevators or storehouses where grain or other property is stored for a compensation, 
whether the property stored be kept separate or not, are declared to be publie warehouses. 


% 2. The owner, lessee or manager of each and every public warehouse situated in any 
town or city of not less than 100,000 inhabitants, shall make weekly statements under oath, 
before some officer to be designated by law, and keep the same posted in some conspicuous 
place in the office of such warehouse, and shall also file a copy fur public examination in 
such place as shall be designated by law, which statement shall correctly set forth the amount 
and grade of each and every kind of grain in such warehouse, together with such other 
property as may be stored therein, and what warchouse receipts have been issued, and are, 
at the time of making such statement, outstanding therefor; and shall, on the copy posted in 
the warehouse, note daily such changes as may be made in the quantity and grade of grain 
in such warehouse; and the different grades of grain shipped in separate lots, shall not be 
mixed with inferior or superior grades, without the consent of the owner ur consignee there- 
of. 

@ 3. The owners of property stored in any warehouse, or holder of a receipt for the same, 
shall always be at liberty to examine such property stured, and all the Looks and records of 
the warehouse in regard to such property, 

@ 4. Allrailroad companies and other common carriers on railroads shall weigh or measure 
grain at points where it is shipped, and receipt for the full amount, and shall be responsible 
for the delivery of such amount to the owner or consignee thereof, at the place of destina- 
tlon. 


2 §. All railroad companies receiving and transporting grain in bulk or otherwise, shall 
deliver the same to any consignee thereof, or any elevator or public warehouse to which it 
may he consigned, provided such consignee, or the elevator or public warehouse can be 
reached by any track owned, lzased or used, or which can be used, by such railroad com- 
panies; and all railroad companies shall permit connections to be made with their track, so 
that any such consignee; and any public warehouse, coal bank or cual yard, may be reached 
by the cars on said railroad. 


2 6. It shall be the duty of the general assembly to pass all necessary laws to prevent the 
issue of false and fraudulent warehouse receipts, and to give full effect to this article of the 
constitution, which shall be liberally construed so as to protect producers and shippers, 
And the enumeration of the remedies herein named shall not be construed to deny to the 
general assembly the power to prescribe by law such other and further remedies as may be 
found expedient, or to deprive any person of existing common law remedies. 


2.7. The general assembly shall pass laws for the inspection of grain, for the protection of 
producers, shippers and receivers of grain and produce, 


ARTICLE NIV; 


AMENDMENTS TO TITE CONSTITUTION, 


2 1. By a Constitutional Couventicn, | @ 2. Proposed by the Legislature, 


@ 1. Whenever two-thirds of the members of each honse of the general assembly shall, by 
a vole entered upon tne journals thereof, concur that a convention is necessary to revise, 
alter or amend the constitution, the question shall be submitted to the etectors at the next 
general election, If a majority voting at the election vote fur a convention, the general 
assembly shall, at the next session, provide for a convention, to consist of double the num- 
ber of the memhers of tne senate, to be elected in the same manner, at the same places, and 
in the same districts, The general assembly shall, in the act calling the convention, desig- 
nate the day, huur and place of its meeting, fix the pay of its members and officers, and 
provide for the payment of the same, together with expenses necessarily incurred by the con- 
vention in the performance of its duties. Before proceeding, the members shall take an oath 
to suppart the constitution of the United States, and of the State of Illinois, and to faith- 
fully discharze their duties as members of the convention, The qualification of members 
shall be the same as that of members of the senate, and vacancies occurring shall be filled 
mm the manner provided for filling vacancies in the general assembly, Said convention shall 
meet within three months after such election, and prepare such revisions, alterations or 
amendments of the constitution as shall be deemed necessary, which shall be submitted to 
the elector: for their ratification or rejection, at an election appointed by the convention for 
that purpove, not less than or more than six months after the adjournment thereof; and un- 
less so sul;mitted and approved hy a majority of the electors voting at the election, nu such 
revisions, alterations or amendments shall take effect. 

2. Amendments to this constitution may be proposed in either house of the general as- 
sembly, and if the same shall be voted for by two-thirds of all the members elected 1u each 
uf the two houses, such proposed amendments, together with the yeas and nays of eich 
house thereon, shall be entered in full on their respective journals, and saith amendments 
shall be submitted to the electors of this State for adoption or rejection, at the next election 
of members of the general assembly, in such manner as may bs prescribed by law. The 
proposed amendments shall be published in full at least three months preceeding the election, 
and if a majority of electors voting at said election shall vote for the proposed aavendavents 
they shall becume a part of this constitution, Dut the general assembly shall have no power 


to propose amendments to more than one article of this constitution at the same session, nor to 
the same article oftner than once in four years, 


SEPARATE SECTIONS: 


Il'nsis Central Railroad. 


Municipal Subscription to Corporations, 
Iifiaois auu M chigan Canal, 


No contract, obligation or liability whatever, of the Illinois Central Railroad Company, 
to pay any moncy into the State treasury, nor any Tien of the State upon, or right to tax pro- 
perty of snd company, in accordance with the provisions of the charter of said company, ap- 
proved Feb, ro, in the year of our Lord 1851, shall ever be released, suspended, modified, 
altered, remitted, or in any manner diminished or impaired by leglslative or other authority ; 
and all moneys derived from said company, after the payment of the State debt, shall be ap- 
propriated and set apart for the payment of the ordinary expenses of the State government, 
and for no other purposes whatever. 


MUNICIPAL SUBSCRIPTIONS TO RAILROADS OR PRIVATE CORPORATIONS, 


No county, city, town, township or other municipality, shall ever become subscriher to the 
capital stock of any railroad or private corporation, or make donation to, or loan its credit 
in aid of such corporation: Provided, however, that the adoption of this article shall not 
be construed as affecting the right of any such inunicipality to make such subscriptions where 
the same have been authorized, under existing laws, by a vote of the people of such munici- 
palities prior to such adoption, 

CANATS. 


The Hlinois and Michigan Canal shall never be sold or leased until the specific proposi- 
tion for the sale or lease thereof shall have first been submitied to a vote of the people of 
the State, at a general election, and have been approved by a majority of all the votes 
polled at such election, The general assembly shall never loan the eredit of the State, or 
make appropriations from the treasury thereof, in aid of railroads or canals; Provided, 
that any surplus earnings of any canal may be appropriated for its enlargement or extension, 


SCHEDULE, 


¢ 4. Present courty Courts continued. 
¢ 5. Ali existing Court. continued. 
@ 6. Persons now in Uffice con,inued, 


1, Laws in force remain valid. 
2, Fines, Penalties, and Forfcitures, 
j 3. Recognizances, Bonds, Ubligatiors, 


That no inconvenience may urise from the alterations and amendments made in the constitution of this 
State, and to carry the same into complete effect, it is hereby ordained and declared ; 


2 1, That all laws in force at the adoption of this constitution, not inconsistent therewrth, 
and all rights, actions, prosecutions, claims, and contracts of th's State, individuals, or bodies 
corporate, shall continue to be as valid as if this constitution had not been adopted. 

@ 2. That all fines, taxes, penalties and forfeitures, due and owing to the State of Hlinois 
under the present constitution and laws, shall insure to the use of the people of the State of 
Hlinois, under this constitution, 

% 3. Recognizances, bonds, obligations, and all other instruments entered into or executed 
before the adoption of this constitution, to the people of the State of Illinois, to any State 
or county officer or public body, shall remain binding and valid; and rights and Habilities 
upon the same shall continue, and all crimes and misdemeanors shall le tried and punished 
as though no change had been made in the constitution ef this State. 

@ 4. County courts for the transaction of county business in counties not having adopted 
township organization, shall continue in existence and exercise their present jurisdiciion 
until the board of connty commissioners provided in this constitution is organized in pnr- 
suance of an act of the general assembly; and the county courts in all other counties shall 
have the same power and jurisdiction they now possess until otherwise provided by general 
law. 

@ 5. Allexisting courts which are not in this constitution specially enumerated, shall con- 
tinue in existence and exereise their present jurisdiction until otherwise provided by law. 

@ 6. All persons now filling any office or appointment shall continue in the exercise of the 
duties thereof according to their respective commissions or appvintments, unless by this 
constitution it is otherwise directed. 


* * * * * *% * * * * * * * * 


2 18. All laws of the State of Mlinois, and all official writings, and the executive, legisla- 
tive and judicial proceedings, shall be conducted, preserved and pubhshed in no other than | 
the Engtish language. 

@ 19. The general assembly shall pass all Jaws necessary to carry into effect the provisions 
of this constitution, 

4 20. The circuit clerks of the different counties having a population over sixty thonsand, | 
shall continue to be recorders (ex-officio) for their respective count.es, under this constitu- 
tion, until the expiration of their respective terms. | 

@ 21. The judges of all conrts of record in Cook County shall, in lieu of any salary pro- 
vided for in this constitution, receive the compensation now provided by law unul the ad-= | 
journment of the first session of general assembly after the adoption of this constitution. , 

g 22. Thepresent judge of the circuit court of Cook county shall continne to hold the | 
circuit court of Lake county until otherwise provided by Jaw. | 

% 23. When this constitution shall he adopted. and take effect as the supreme Jaw of the | 
State of Illinois, the two-mill tax provided to be annually assessed and collected upon each 
dollar’s worth of taxable property, in addition to all other taxes, as set forth in article fifteen 
of the now existing constitution, shall cease to be assessed after the year of our Lord one 
thousand eicht hundred and seventy, 

@ 24. Nothing contained in this constitution shall be so construed as to deprive the genera 
assembly of the power to anthorize the city of Quincy to create any in lebtedness fur rail- 
road or municipal purposes, for which the peopte of said city shall have voted, and to which 
they shall have given, by such vote, their assent, prior to the thirteenth day of December, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine: FP vevided, that no such 
indebtedness, so created, shall in any part thereof be paid by the State, or from any State 
revenue, tax or fund, hut the same shall be paid, if at all, by the said city of Quincy alone, 
and by taxes to be levied upon the taxable property thereof: zd provided, further, that 
the general assembly shall have no power in the premises tbat it could not exercise under 
the present constitution of this State. 

@ 25. In case this constitution and the articles and sections submitted separately be adopt- 
ed, the existing constitution shall cease in all its provisions ; and mn case this constitution — 
he adopted, and any one or more of its articles or sections submitted separately be defeated , 
the provisions of the existing constitution (if any) on the same subject shall remain in 
force. 

% 26. The provisions of this constitution required to be executed prior to the adoption or 
rejection thereof shall take effect and be in force immediately. 

Done in convention at the capital, in the city of Springfield, on the thirteenth day of 
May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy, and of the inde- 
pendence of the United States of America the ninety-fourth, 

In witness whereof, we have hereunto subscribed our names: 


CIIARLES HITCHCOCK, President, 


William J. Allen, 
John Abbott, 

James C, Allen, 
Elliott Anthony, 
Wm. R. Archer, 
Ilenry J. Atkins, 
James G. Bayne, 

R. M. Benjamin, 

H. Pp. H. Brownwell, 
O. TE. Browning, 
Wm. G, Bowman, 
Silas L. Bryon, 

II. P. Buxton, 
Danie: Cameron, 
William Cary, 
Lawrence 5. Church, 
Ftiram IT. Cody, 

W. F. Coolbaugh, 
Alfred M. Craig, 
Robert J. Cross, 
Samuel P. Cummings, 
John Dement, 

G.S. Eldridge, 
James W., English, 
David Ellis, 

Ferris Forman, 


Rohert A. King,” 
Jas. McCoy, 

Charles E. McDowell, 
William C. Goodhue, 
Joseph Medill, 
Clifton II, Moore, 
Jonathan Merriam, 
Joseph Parker, 
Samuel C. Parks, 
Peleg S. Perley, 

J. S. Poage, 

Edward VY. Rice, 
James P. Robinson, 
Lewis W. Ross, 
William P. Vierce, 
N, J. Villsbury, 

Jno, Scholfield, 
James M. Sharp, 
Henry Sherrell, 

Wm. 11. Snyder, 

O, C. Skinner, 
Westel W. Sedgwick, 
Charles F. Springer, 
John L. Tincher, 

C. Truesdale, 

Henry Tubbs, 


Jesse C. Fox, 
Miles A. Faller, 
John P, Gamble, 
Addison Goodell, 
John C. Haines, 
Elijah M. IIaines, 
John W. Hankins, 
R. P. Hanna, 
Joseph Ffart, 
Abel Ilarwood, 
Milton Hay, 
Samuel Snowden Hayes, 
Jesse 5. Hildrnp, 


Thomas J. Turner, 
Wm. H. Underwood, 
Win, L. Vandeventer, 
Henry W. Wells, 
George E. Wait, 
George W, Wall, 

R, B, Sutherland, 
D.C. Wagner, 
George R. Wendling, 
Chas. Wheaton, 

L. D. Whiting, 

John H. Wilson, 
Orlando IL. Wright, 


’ 


ATTEST :—Juvhn Q. Harmon, Secretary. 
Daniel Shepard, /irst Assistant Secretary. 
A. II. Swain, Second Assistant Secretary. 
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T, Georce H. Harrow, Secretary of the State of Illinois, do hereby certify that the foresving is a true 
copy of the coasntunon of the State of tllinois adapted in convenrion the 13th day of May, 1870, ratified by 
a vote of the people the 2th day of July, 1575, and in force on the 8th ‘lay of Aug ast, 1879, and now on file in 
ths office. In testimony whereof I hereto set my hand and affix the Great Seal of State, at the city of 
Springfield, this 313i day of March, A. D. 1873. Zi 


GEO. H. HARLOW, Secretary of State. 


DECLARATION 


OR JNU EP TON DEIN CH, 


When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the 
political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers 
of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the laws of nitare and of nature’s God 
entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare 
the causes which impe! them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal; that they are en- 
dowed by their Creatur with certain unalienable rights ; that among these are life, liberty and 
the pursait of happiness, That to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, 
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed; that, whenever any form of 
government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abol- 
ish it, and to institute a new government, laying its foundation on such principles, and 
or finizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and 
Happiness Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments long established should not be 
changed for lizht and transient causes; andl, accordingly, all experience hath shown that 
mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by 
abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed, But when a long train of abuses and 
usurpations, parsaing invarially the same object, evinces a design to reduce them under ab- 
solute despotism, it is their right, it is theie duty to throw off such government, and to provide 
new yuards for their fature security, Such his been the patient sufferance of these colonies, 
and such is now the necessity which consteains them to alter their former systems of govern- 
ment. The history of the present King of Great Britvin is a history of repeated injnries and 
usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over these 
S:ates. To prove this let facts be submitted toa candul world: 

Me has refused his assent to laws the most wholesume and necessary for the public 

ood. 
4 He has forbidden his Governors to pass laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless 
suspended in their operation tll his assent should be obtained ; and when so suspended, he 
has utterly neglected to attend to them. 

He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless 
those people would relinquish the right of representation in the legislature ; a right inestima- 
ble t> them, and formidable to tyrants only, 

He has calle 1 together legislative bodies at places unusnal, uncomfortable, and distant from 
the dep situry of their public records, for the sole purpose of fatguinz them into compliance 
with his measures, 

He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly for opposing, with manly firmness, his 
invasions on the rights of the people, 

He has refused, for a longtime after such dissolution, to cause others to be elected ; 
whereby the legislative powers, incapable of annihilatica, have returne1 to the people at 
large for their exercises; the State remaining, in the meantime, exposed ty all the danger 
of invasion from without, and convulsions within, 

He has endeavored to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose, obstructing 
the laws for naturalization of foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migration 
hither, and raising the conditions of new appropriations of lands, 

He has obstructed the administration of justice, by refusing his assent to laws for estab- 
lishing judiciary powers. 

Ile has made judges dependent on his will alone, for .he tenure of their offices, and the 
amount and payment of their salaries. 

lle has erected a multitude of new offices, and sent hither swarms of officers to harass our 
peuple, and eat out their substance, 

tle has kept among us, in tumes of peace, standing armies, without the consent of our 
legislature, 

tke has affected to render the military independent of, and superior to, the civil power. 

He has combined, with others, to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, 
and nnacknowledged by our laws; giving his assent to their acts of pretended legislation. 


For quartering lurze bodies of armed troops among us. 

For protecting them, by a mock trial, from punishment, for any murders which they 
should commit on the inhabitants of these States. 

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world: 

For imposing taxes on us wilhout our consent: 

For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of trial by jury : 

For transporting us heyond seas to be tried for pretended offences ; 

For abolishing the free system of English laws in @ neighboring province, establishing 
therein an arbitrary government, and enlarging its boundaries, so as to render it at once an 
example and hit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these colonies : 

For taking away our charters, abolishing our most valuable laws, and altering fundament- 
ally, the powers of our governments: 

For suspending our own legislatures, and decliring themselves investel with power to 
lezistate for us in all cases whatsoever, 

He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of bis protection, and waging war 
azainst us. 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives 
of our people. 

ITe is, at this time, transporting large armies of foreign mercenaries to complete the work 
of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun, with mircumstances of cruelty and perfidy 
scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the head of a civilized 
nition. 

We has constrained our fellow-citizens, taken ciptive on the high seas, to bear arms 
against their country, to become the executioners of their feiends and brethren, or to fall 
themselves by their hands, 

He has excite} domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavored to bring on the 
inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian savages, whose known rule of warfare is an 
undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes, and conditions, 

In every stage of these oppressions, we have petitioned for redress, in the most humble 
terms; our repeated petittons have been answered only by repeatel injury. A prince, 
whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the 

ruler of a free people. 

Nor haye we been wanting in attention to our British brethren, We have warmed them 
from time to time, of attempts made by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jnrisdic- 
tion overus. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlenient 
here. We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured 
them, hy the ties of our common kindred, to disavow these usurpations, which would inevit- 
ably interrupt our connections anl correspondence, They, too, have been deaf to the voice 
of justice and consanguinity. We must,therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces 
our separation, and hold them, as we hold tbe rest of mankind, enemies in war, in peace, 
friends, 

We, therefore, the representatives of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, in GEN- 
ERAL CONGRESS assembled, appealing to (he Supreme Judge of the World for the 
rectitude of our intentions, do, in the name, and by the authority of the good people of these 
colonies, solemnly publish and declire, That these United Colonies are, and of right ought 
to be. FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES; that they are absolved from all allegiance 
to the British crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great 
Britain, is, and ought to be, totally dissolved; and that, as FREE AND INDEPENDENT 
STATES, they have fnll power to levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish 
commerce, and to do all other acts and things which I} DEPENDENT STATES myy of 
right do. And, for the support of this declaration, and a firm reliance on the protection of 
DIVINE PROVIDENCE, we mutually pledge to each other, our lives, our fortunes, and 
our sacred honor, 


JOHN HANCOCK. 


CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED siti 


We, the people of the United States, in mder to form a more perfect Union, establish justice, 
insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, 
and secure the 1lessings of liberty to ourselves and our pesterity, do eidain and establish 
tnis ConsTI1U Ton for the United States of America, 


ARTICLE 4. 


Section 1. Al legislative powers herein granted shall Le vend in a Congress of the 
United States, which shall consi-t of a Senate and Moure of Representauyes. 

SECTION 2, The House of Representatives shall le cc mposed of nicmbers chosen every 
second year by the people of the several States, and the electors in cach State shall have the 
qualifications requisite tor electors of the most numerous branch of the State Legislature, 

No person shall Le a Representative who shall not have attained to the age of twenly-five 
years, and been seven rears a citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when elected, 
bean inhabitant of that State in which he shall he chosen. 

Representatives and duect taxes skall Le ay] ortioned among the several States which may 
be included within this Union, according to their respective numbers, w hich shall be deter- 
mined by adding to the whole number al free persons, including those bound to service for 
a term of years, ond excluding Indians not taxed, three-fitths of all other persons, The 
actual enumeration shal] be made within three years after the first meeting of the Congress 
of the United states, and within every subsequent term of ten years, in such manner as they 
shall by law direct. The number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty 
thousand, but each State shall have at least one Representative ; and until such enumeration 
shall be made, the State of New Hamphsire shal] be entitled to choose three, Massachusetts 
eight, Rhede Island and Proyid) nce Plantations one, Connecticut tive, New Vark six, New 
Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia, ten, Nurth Carolina 
five, and Georgia three. 

When vacancies happen in the representation fram any State, the Eaccutive anthorily 
thervof shall issue writs of election to till such vacancies. 

The Ilouse of Representatives shall choose their Speaker and other officers, and shall have 
the sule power of in peachment. 

SECTION 3. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each 
State, chosen by the Legislatme thereuf, fur six years; and each Senator shall have one 
vote, 

Immediately after they shall be assembled in consequence of the first election, they shall 
be divided as equally as may Le into three classes, The seats of the Senators of the fir t 
class shall Le vacated ut the expiration of the second year, uf the second elass at the expira- 
tuon, of the fourth year, and of the third class at the expiration of the siath year, so that one- 
third may be chosen cvyery second year; and if vaeancies happen hy resignation, or othcrwise, 
during the recess of the Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may make temporary 
appointments until the next meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fill such vacancies. 

No per-on shall be a Senatir who shall not have attained to the age of thirty years, and 
been nine years a citizen of the United Siates, and who shall not, when elected, be an inhal- 
itant of that State for which ke shall be chosen. 

The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall bave 
no yote unless they be equally divided. : 

The Senate shall chuose their other officers, and also a President pro tempore, in the 
ob:ence of the Vice President, ur when he shall exercise the office uf President of the United 
States, 

The Senate shal] have the sole power to try all impeachments. When sitting for that 
purpose they shall le on oath or affirmation, When the lresident of the Uniled States is 
tried, the Chief Justice shall preside. And no person shall be convicted without the con- 
currence of two-thids cf the men.Lers present. 

Judgment in cases of impeachment shalt not extend further than tu removal from office, 
and disqualification to ho'd auc enjoy any office of honor, trust or profit under the United 
States: but the party convicted shall neveitheless be Hable and subject to indictment, trial, 
judgment and punishment occoiding to law. 

SECTION 4, The times, places and manner of holding elections for Senators and Represent- 
atives, shall be prescribed im each State by the Legislature thereof; Lut the Congress may at 
any time by law, make or alter such regulations, cxcept as to the places of chvosing 
Senators. 

The Congress shall assemble at Jeast once in every year, and such meeting shall Le on 
the first Monday in December, unless they shall by law appomt a dillerent day. 

Secrion 5. Each house shall be the judge of the election, returns and qualifications of its 
own members, and a majority of each shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller 
number may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized 10 compel the attendance of 
absent members intuch manner, and under such penalties as each house may provide, 

Each house may determine the rules of its proceedings, punish its members for disurderly 
behaviour, and, with the concurrence of two-thids, expel a member. 

Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and from time to time publish the 
same, excepting such pails as may in their judgment require secrecy ; and the yeas and nays 
of the members of ether house on any question shall, at the desire of one-fifth of those 
present, he entered on the jomnal, 

Neither house, durmg the session of Congress, shall, without the consent of the other, 
ed,ourn for more than three days, nor to any uthcr place than that in which the two houses 
shall le sitting, 

_Srcvion 6, The Senators and Representatives shall receive a compensation for their ser- 
vices, to be ascertained Ly law, and paid out of the Treasury of the United States. ‘Lhey 
shail in all cases, except treason, felony and Lreach of the peace, he privileged from arrest 
dur'ng their attendance at the session of their respective Fouces, and in going to and return- 
ing frm the same; and for any speech or debate in either house they shall not be questioned 
in any other place. 

No Sena'or «r Representative shall, during the time for which he was elected, be appointed 
to any civil cfhce under the authority cf the United States, which shall bave been created, 
cr the emclumcnts whereof shall have beer increased durmg such time; and no person 


holding any office under the United States, shall be a member of either house during i 
cont nuance in office. 

Suction 7, All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; 
bat the senate may propose or concur with amendments as on other Lills. 

Lyery Inll which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate, shall, 
before it becomes a Jaw, be presented to the President of the United States; if he approve 
he shall sign at, but if net he shall return 1¢ with his objections to that house in which it shall _ 
have ortginated, who shall enter the objections at large on their journal, and proceed ta 
reeonsider it. If after snch reconsideration two thirds of that House shall agree to pass th 
lalt, it shall be sent, together with the objections, to the other honse, by which it shall — 
likewise be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of that Hlouse, it shall become a 
law. Dut in all such cases the votes of both houses shall be determined by yeas and nays, 
and the names of the peisons voting for and against the bill saall be entered on the je urnal. 
of each house respectively. Tf any bill shall not be returned by the President within ten days. 
(Stmdays excepted), after it shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a law, in 
like manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress by their adjournment prevent 
return, in whieh case it shall not be a law, 

Every order, resolution or vote to which the concurrence of the Senate and House of Rep. 
resentalives may be necessary (except on a qnestion of adjournment), shall be presented to 
the President of the United States; and before the sare shall take effect, shail be approved 
by him, or being disapproved hy him, shall be repassed by two-thirds of the Senate and 
Tlouse of Re] resentatives, according to the rules and limitations prescribed in the case of a L 
bil, 

Section 8. The Congress shall have power— 

Yo lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts and excises, to pay the debts an} provide for the 
common defense and general welfare of the United States ; but all duties, imposts and excises 
shail be uniform throughout the United States; 

To borrew money on the credit of the United States; 

To 1egulate commerce with foreign nations, and among the several States, and with the 
Tochan tribes. ; 

To establish a uniform rule of naturalization, and uniform laws on the subject of hankrupt- 
cies thhoughvut the United States ; , 
To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign coin, and fix the standard of 

weivhts and measures; 

To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the securities and current coin of the — 
Unied Siates; : 

Yo esiablish post-offices and post-roads ; 

To y remote the progress of science and useful arts, by securing for limited times to authors 
aml ruventors the exclusive right to their respective writings and discoveries; 

To constitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme Court; 

To define and punish piracies and felonies commilted on the high seas, and offences 
against the law of nations ; 

Yo declare war, giant letters of marque and reprisal, and make rules concerning captures 
on land and water; 

To raise and support armies, but no appropriation of money to that use shall be for a 
longer term than two years; 

To provide and maintain a navy ; 

To make rules for the governme:t and regulation of the land and naval forces; 

To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the Union, suppress insur- 
rections and repel invasions ; 

To provide for organizing, arming and disciplining the militia, and for governing such 
part of them as may be employed in the service of the Unned States, reserving to the State-, 
respectively the appointment of the officers, and the authority of training the milita according 
to the diseipline prescribed by Congress. 

To exercise legislation in afl eases whatsoever, over such district (not exceeding ten miles 
square), as may by the cession of particular States and the acceptance of Congress, become 
the seat of the government of the United States, and to exercise like authority over all places 
purcha:ed by the consent of the Legislature of the State in which the same shall he, ior the 
erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, dock-yards and other needful buildings ;—and : 

To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrymg into execution the 
foregoing powers, and all other powers vested by this Constitution in the government cf the 
United States, or in any department or officer thereof. J 

SFCTION 9, The migration cr importation of such persons as any of the States now exist- 
ing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the year 
one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a tax or duty may be imposed on such impoerta- 
tion, not exceeding ten dullars for each persons. 

The privileges of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in cases 
of rebellion or invasion the public safety may require it. 

No Lill of attainder or ex post facto law shall be passed. 

No capitation or other direct tax shall be laid unless in proportion to the census, or enn- 
meration herein before directed to be taken, 

No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from any State. 

No preference shall be given by any regulation of commerce or revenue to the ports of one 
State uver those of another; nor shall vessels bound to, or from one State, be obliged to 
enter, clear, or pay duties in another, 

No money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in consequence of appropriations made 
hy law; and a regular statement and account of the receipts and expenditures of all publi 
money shall be published from time to time, 

No title of nobility shall be granted by the United States; and no person holding any 
office of profit or trust under them, shall without the consent of the Congress, accept of a1 
present, cmolument, cffice, or title, of any kind whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign 
State. 

SECTION 10. No State shall enter into any treaty, alliance, or confederation, grant tet‘cr 
cf marque or reprisal; com money; emit bills of credit; make anything but gold and silve 


coin a tender in payment of debts; pass any bill of attainder,ex post facto law, or law im- 
pairing the obligation of contracts, or grant any title of nobility. 

No State shall, withont the consent of the Congress, lay any imposts or duties on imports 
or exports, except what may he absolutely necessary for executing its inspection laws, and 
the net produce of all duties and imposts laid by any State on imports or exports, shall be 
for the use cf the Treasury of the United States; and all such laws shall be subject to the 
revision and control of the Congress. 

No State shall, without the consent of Congress, lay any duty on tonnage, keep troops 
or slips of war in time of peace, enter into any agreement or compact with another State, 
cr with a foreign power, or engege in war, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent 


d_nger as will not admit of deiay. 
ARTICLE 11. 


Section 1. The Executive power shall be vested in a Tresident of the United States of 
America, He shall holi his office during the term of four years, and, together with the 
Vice President chosen for the same term, be elected as follows: 

Each State shall appoint, in such manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a number 
of electors, equal to the whole number of Senators and Representatives to which the State 
may he entitled in the Congress; but no Senator or Representative, or person holding an 
office of trust or profit under the United States, shall be appointed an elector. 

[*The electors shall meet in their respective States and vote by ballot for two persons, 
of whom one at least shall not be an inhabitant of the same State with themselves. And they 
shall make a list of all persons voted for, ard of the number of votes for each ; which list 
they shall sign and certify, and transmit, sealed to the seat of the government of the United 
States, directed to the President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the 
presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the certificates, and the votes 
shall then be counted. The person having the greatest number of votes shall be the Presi- 
dent, if such number he a majority of the whole number of electors appointed ; and if there 
be more than one who have such majority, and have an equal number of votes, then the 
House of Representatives shall immediately choose by ballot one of them for President ; and 
if no p2rson have a majority, then fr.m the five highest on the list the said House shall in 
like manner choose the President, But in choosing the President, the vote shall be taken 
hy States, the representation from each State haying one vote; a quorum for this purpose, 
shall consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the States, and a majority of all the 
States shall be necessary toa choice. In every case, after the choice of the President, the 
person having the greatest number of votes of the electors shall he the Vice President. But 
if there should remain two or more who have equal votes the Senate sball choose from them 
by hallot the Vice President. ] , 

The Congress may determine the time of choosing the electors, and the day on which 
they shall give their votes; which day shall be the same throughout the United States, 

No pesron except a natural born citizen, or a citizen of the United States at the time of 
the adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the office of President; neither shal! any 
person be eligible to that office who shall not have attained the age of thirty-five years, and 
been fourteen years a resident within the United Siates. 

In case of the removal of the President from office, or of his death, resignation or inability 
to discharge the powers and duties of the said office, the same shall devolve on the Vice 
President, and the Congress may by law provide for the case of removal, death, resignation, 
or inability, both of the President and Vice President, declaring what officer shall then act 
as President, and such officer shall act accordingly, uniil the disability be romoyed, or a 
Tresident shall be elected. 

The President shall, at stated times, receive for his services a compensation which shall 
neither be increased nor diminished during the period fur which he shall have been elected, 
and he shall not receive within that period any other emolument from the United States, or 


any of them. , 
Before he enter on the execution of his office he shall take the following oath or affirm:- 


fon: 

“JT do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the office of President of 
the United States, and will, to the best of my ability, preserve, y.rotec*, and defend the Con- 
stitution of the United States,” 

SxcTion 2. The President sha‘l be commander-in-chief of the army and navy of the 
United States, and of the militia of the several States, when called into the actual service of 
the United States; he may require the ojinion, in writing, of the principal officer in each of 
the Executive departments, upon any su: ject relating to the duties of their respective offices, 
and he shall have power to grant reprieves and pardons for offences against the United 
States, except in cases of impeachment. ; 

Ile shall have power, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to make treaties, 
provided two-thirds of the Senators preseut concur; and he shall nominate, and by and with 
the advice of the Senate, shall appoint ambassadors, ohter public ministers and consuls, 
judges of the Supreme Court, and all other officers ot the United States whose appoint- 
ments are not herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by law; but 
the Congress may by law vest the appcintment of such inferior ofucers as they think 
proper in the President alone, in the courts of Jaw, or in the heads of departments. 

The President shall have power to fill up all vacancies that may happea during the recess 
of the Senate, by granting commissions which shall expire at the end of their next sessions. 

SECTION 3. Ie shall from time to time give to the Congress information of the state of the 
Union, and recommend to their consideration such measures as he shall judge necessary and 
expedient; he may, on extraordinary occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them, 
and in case of disagreement hetween them, with respect to the t me of adjournment, he may 
adjourn them to such time as he shall think proper; he shall receive ambassadors and other 
public ministers; he sha’l take care that the laws be faithfully executed, and shall commis- 
sion all the officers of the United States, 

SecT1on A. The President, Vice President and all civil officers of the United States, shall 
be removed from offise on impeachment for, 2nd conviction of, treasun, bribery, or other 
high crimes and misdemeanors, 

ARTICLE Ill. 


SECTION *, The judicial power of the United States shall be vested in one Supreme Court 
and in sucb inferior courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain and establish. 
‘Lhe judges, both of the Supreme and inferior courts, shall hold their offices during good he- 
haviour, and shall, at stated times, receive fur their services a compensation, which shall not 
be dimivished during their continuance in office. ; : 7 

SECTION 2. The judicial power shall extend to all cases, in law and equity, arising 
under this Cons:itution, the laws of the United States, and treaties made, or which sball be 
made. under their authority ;—to all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers, and 
consul, ;—to all cases of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction ;—to controversies to which 
the United States shall be a party ;—to controversies between two or more Sintes 3—hetween 
a State and citizens of another State ;—between citizens of different States ;—between citi- 
zens of the same State claiming lands under grants of different States, and between a State, 
or the cilizens thereof, and foreign States, citizens or subjects, ; ; 

In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers and ccnsuls, and those in which 
a State shall he a party, the Sapreme Court shall have orisinal jurisdiction, 12 

Ta all the other cases hefore mentioned, the Supreme Court shall have appellate juris- 


*This clause within Lra:k.ts has been superceded and annulled by the rath amendment. 


diction, hoth as to law 
Congress shall make. 

The trial of all crimes, except in cases of impeachment, shall be by jury; and such trial 
shall be held in the State where the said crimes shall have heen committed; but when not 
committed within any State, the trial shall be at such place or places as the Congress may 
by law have directed. G 

SECTION 3. Treason against the United States shall consist only in levying war against 
them, or in adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person shall be 
convicted of treason unless on the testimony of two w:tnesses to the same overt act, or on 
confession in open conrt. , 

The Congress shall have power to declare the punishment of treason, but no attainder of 
Beha work corruption of blood, or forfeiture except during the life of the person 
attainted, 


and fact, with such exceptions, and under such regulations as the 


ARTICLE IV. 


SECTION 1, Full faith and credit shall be given in each State to the public acts, records 
and judicial proceedings of every other State.. And the Congress may by general laws pre- 
scribe the manner in which such acts, records and proceedings shall be proved and the effect 
thereof. 

SEcTION 2, The citizens of each State shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of 
citizens in the several States, 

A person charged in any State with treason, felony or other crime, who shall flee from 
justice, and be found in another State. shall on demind of the Executive authority of the 
State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State havine jurisdiction of 
the crime, 

No person held to service or Jabor in one State, under the laws thereof, e:caping into 
arother, shall, in consequence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such | 
service or labor, but shall be delivered up on the claim of the party to whom such service or 
labor may he due, 

SECTION 3. New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union ; but no new 
State shall be formed or erected within the jurisdiction of any other State; nor any State he 
formed by the junction of two or more States, or parts of States, without the consent of the 
Legislatures of the States concerned, as well as of the Conzress, 

The Congress shall hive power to dispose of and make all needfnl rules and regulations 
respecting the territory or other property belonging to the United States; and nothing in 
this Constitution shall be so construed as to prejudice any claims of the United States, or of 
any particular State, 

SECTION 4. The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican 
form of government, and shall protect each of tizm agiinst invasion, and on application of 
the Legislature, or of the Executive (when the Legislature cannot be convened) against do- 
mestic violence, 


ARTICLE V. 


The Congress, whenever two-thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose 
amendments to this Constitution, or, on the application of the Legislatures of two-thirds of 
the several States, shail call a convention for proposing amendments, which, in cither case, 
shall be valid to all intents and purposes, as pait of this Constitution, when ratified by the 
Legislatures of three-fourths of the several States, or by conventions in three-fourths thereof, 
as the one or the other mode of ratification may be proposed by the Congress. Provided 
that no amendment which may be made prior to the year one thousand eight hundred and 
eight shall in any manner affect the first and fourth clauses in the ninth section of the first 
eS and that no State, without its consent, shall be deprived of its equal suffrage in the 

enate, 


AIT CEE va: 


All debts contracted and engagements entered imo, before the adoption of this Constitu- 
tion, shall be as valid against the United States under this Constitution, as under the 
Confederation. 

This Constitution, and the laws of the United States which chall be made in pursuance 
thereof, and all treaties made or which shall be made, under the authority of the United 
States, shall be the supreme law of the land; and the judges in every State shall be bound 
thereby, anything in the Constitution or laws of any State to the contrary notwithstanding, 

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the members of the several 
State Legislatures, and all Executive and judicial officers, both of the United States and of 
the several States, shall be bound by oath or affirmation, to support this Constitution ; but 
no religious test shall ever be required as a qualification to any office or public trust under 
the United States, 


ARTICLE Vil. 


The ratification of the Conventions of nine States shall be sufficient for the establishment 
of this Constitution between the States so ratifying the same. 


Doxe in Convention by the unanimous consent of the States present, the seventeenth day 
of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America, the twelfth. IN Witnrss 
WHEREOF, We have hereunto subscribed our names. 


GEO. WASILINGTON, 
President and Deputy from Virginia, 


Maryland, 
James XPHexry, 
DANL. CARROLL, 
Dan, oF ST. THos. JENIrer, 


Pennsylvania. | 
B. FRANKLIN, 
Rost, Morrts. 
THo, Fitzsimons, 
JAMES WILSON, 
‘THOMAS MIFFLIN, 
GEO. CLYMER, 
ARED INGERSOLL, 
Govuv. Morris, 


sew Hampshire, ! 
Jonn Lancpon, 
WICHOLAS GILMAN. 
Massachusetis, | 


NATHANIEL GORHAM, 
Rervs Kina. 


worth Carolina, 
Wat. BLoent, 
Tlu. WILLIAMSON, 
Ricw’p Doxrys Sraicur. 


Connecticut, 
Wa. Savi. Jounxson, 
ROGER 5HERMAN, Delaware, 
Geo. READ, 
JOHN DICKINSON, 
Jaco, BRoom, 
© Gussisa Beprorp, Jr., 
' Ricnargp Basset. 
Vrreinia, 
Joun Brair, 
James Mapison, JR. 


South Carolina, 
J. RUTLeEbcr, 
, CHARLES PINCKNEY, 
CHas, CoTESWORTH PINCKNEY, 
Pierce Deter, 


aVewedrés 
ALEXANDER UTAMILTON, 


ew Forsey. 
Wine IEG orion, 
Wat. TArPERSON, 
Davip BREARLY, 
Joxa. Day ron, 


Georgia, 


Wittnam Fiw, 
Arr. BALDWIN, 


Attest: WILLIAM JACKSON, Secretary. 


AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, 


Proposed by Congress, and ratified by the Legislatures of the several States, pursuant to the fifh article of the original Constitution, 


ARTICLE I. 


Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of spcech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances. 


ARTICLE fl. 


A well regulated militia being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the 
people to keep and bear arms sball not he infringed. 


ARTICLE III, 


No soldier shall in time of peace be quartered in any house without the consent of the 
owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law. 


ARTICLE IV. 


The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against 
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue but 
upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place 
to be searched, and the persons or things to he seized, 


ARTICLE V. 


No person shall be held to answer for a capital or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a 
presentment or indictment by a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, 
or in the militia when in actual service in time of war or public danger; nor shall any per 
son he subject for the same offence to he twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be 
compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against Limself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, 
or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, 
without just compensation, 

ARTICLE VI. 

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, 
by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall bave been committed, 
which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the 
nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to 


have compulsory process for cbtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of 
counsel for his defense. 


ARTICLE: V11- 


; In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the 
right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise 
re-examined in any court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common 
law, 


ARTICLE VIL, 


Excessive bail shall not be required, nor cxcessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual 
punishment inflicted, 


ARTICLE 1X. 
The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construcd to deny or 
disparage others retained by the people, 
MICTIGE NG 
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to 
the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the pe ple. 
ARTICLE Mik 


The judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend to any suit in law 
or equity commenced or prosecuted against one of the United States by citizens of another 


State, or by citizens or subjects of any foreign State. 
ASG iol Ashe 


_ The electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by ballot for President and 
Vice D'resident, one of whom at least shall not be an inhabitant of the same State with them- 


selves; they shall name 1a their ballots the person to be voted for as Iesidcnt, 7 Oo 


distinct ballots the persons voted for as Vice President, and they shall make distinct lists 
of all persons voted for as Tresident, and of all persons voted for as Vice l’resident, and of 
the number of votes for each, which list they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to — 
the seat of government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate. The 
President of the Senate shall, in presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open 
all the certificates,and the votes shall then he counted. The person having the greatest 
number of votes for President, shall be the President, if such number he a majority of the 
whole number of electors appointed; and if no person have such majority, then from the 
persons having the highest number not exceeding three on the list of those voted for as 
President, the louse of Representatives shall choose immediately, by ballot, the President. 
But in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by States, the representation from 
each State having one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or members 
from two-th rds of the States, and a majority of all the States shall be necessary to a choice. 
And if the House of Representatives shall not choose a President whenever the right of choice 
shall devolve upon them, before the fourth day of March next following, then the Vice 
President shall act as President, as in the case of the death or other Cousti.utional disability 
of the President. The person having the greatest number of votes as Vice President, shail 
be the Vice President, if such number be a majority of the whole number of electors appointcd, 
and if no person have a ma‘orily, then fiom the two highes: numbers on the list, the Senate 
shall choose the Vice President; a quoruai for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the 
whole number of Senators, and a majority of the whole number shall be necessary to a 
choice. But no person Constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall be ehgible 
to tbat of Vice I’resident of the United States. 


ARTICLE Nill, 


Scerion 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime. 
whereof the party shall bave been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or — 
any place subject to their jurisdiction. 

SECTION 2, Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 


ARTICLE NIV. 


Section 1, All persons born or naturalized in the United States and subject to the ju- 
risdiction thercof, are citizens of the United States, and of the State wherein they reside. 
No State sball make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privil-ges or immunities of 
citizens ofthe United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty or 
property without due process of law, nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal 
protection of the laws, 

SECTION 2. Representatives shall be appointed amonz the several States according to 
their respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each State, excluding 
Indians not taxed; but when the rizht to vote at any election for the choice of electors for 
President and Vice President of the United States, Representatives in Congress, the executive 
and judicial officers of a State or the members of the Legislature thereof, is demed to any of 
the male inbabitants of such State, being twenty-one years of age and citizens of the United 
States, or in any way abridged except for participation in rebellion or other crimes, the basis 
of representation therein shall be reduced in the proportioa which the number of such male 
citizens shall bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such 
State, 

SECTION 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress or elector of 
President and Vice President, or hold any office civil or militiry, under the United States or 
under any State who, having previously taken an oath as a M:mber of Congress, or as an 
officer of the United States, or as a member of any State Legisl.ture, or as an executive or 
judicial officer of any State, to support the Constitution of the United States, shall have 
engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies 
thereof. But Congress may, by a vote of two-thirds of each house, remove such disability. 

SEcTion 4, The validity of the public debt of the United States authorized by law, 
imcluding debts incurred for payment of pensions -nd bounties for services in suppressing 
insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned, but neither the United States nor any 
State shall assume or pay any deht or obligation incurred in the aid of insurrection or rebel: 
lion against the United States, or any loss or emancipation of any slave, hu. such debt 
obligations and claims shall be beld illegal and void. 

SECTION 5, The Congress shall have the power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the 
provisions of this article. 


ARTICLE, XX. 


Section 1. The rights of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied 
abridged by the United States on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude. 
Sccrix 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation, 
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